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DEFINING  MOMENTS 


The  Gospels  contain  Jesus'  defining  moments 
—those  moments  that  demonstrate  most  clearly  who 
Jesus  was,  His  purposes  on  this  earth,  His  values, 
and  His  message  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation. 

His  message  was  not  only  in  words,  but  in  entire 
experiences:  spiritual  and  physical,  actions  and 
words,  facts  and  feelings.  Some  of  the  most  powerful 
passages  in  Scripture  have  few  words  and  gripping 
images.  Eternal  truths  are  conveyed  powerfully  and 
eloquently  through  key  defining  moments  in  Jesus' 
ministry. 

Forgiveness:  In  a  single  sentence  to  the  thief  on 
the  Cross,  Jesus  says  that  no  one  is  beyond  forgive- 
ness, that  it  is  never  too  late,  that  the  repentant 
heart  means  more  than  a  lifetime  of  appearances. 

Compassion:  Jesus  wept;  His  friend  Lazarus 
had  died. 

Joy:  We  see  the  value  God  places  on  celebration, 
marriage,  and  simple  rejoicing  when  Jesus  creates 
wine  for  a  wedding. 

Practical  compassion:  Feeding  the  multitudes. 
He  knew  the  time  of  day,  how  long  they  had  been 
listening.  He  knew  they  were  hungry,  so  He  fed  them 
all. 

Advocacy — He  defended  a  guilty  party  against 
an  angry  mob  when,  by  the  Law,  she  was  justly  con- 
demned. But  He  said  to  the  adulterous  woman, 
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"Neither  do  I  condemn  thee.  Go  and  sin  no  more." 
We  see  Jesus  valuing  people  before  protocol  and 
hearts  before  possessions. 

Defining  moments— we  all  have  them.  As  this 
new  year  begins,  may  we  find  time  to  reflect  on  our 
lives  and  the  defining  moments  we  experience.  May 
we  all  consider  the  values  they  demonstrate,  and 
pray  that  Christ's  example  of  compassion  will  be  in- 
creasingly evident  in  all  that  we  do. 

While  we  may  be  humbled  by  our  own  limita- 
tions, we  can  be  strengthened  by  God's  presence.  He 
extends  an  invitation  to  every  one  of  the  world's  five 
billion  people  to  know  Him,  to  be  like  Him,  to  receive 
and  be  transformed  by  His  love.  We  are  privileged  to 
partner  with  Him  to  share  the  message  of  hope  in 
tangible,  practical  ways. 

Though  unseen  by  the  natural  eye,  God  is  with  us 
on  a  sometimes  dark  and  rocky  path.  We  do  not  walk 
alone.  He  is  there.  And  we  must  ask  Him,  "What 
would  you  do?  What  would  you  have  me  do?" 

The  year  1993  will  provide  us  with  defining 
moments.  While  we  do  not  know  all  the  year  holds 
for  us,  we  can  be  sure  of  this:  The  future  is  as  bright 
as  the  promises  of  God. 

Defining  moments— may  we  delight  in  and  learn 
through  them. 

Defining  moments— may  we  meet  them  as 
Christ  would. 

Defining  moments— they  are  coming  .... 


OLDER  ADULTS  AND  CHURCH  GROWTH 

by  Herman  Hersey 
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Many  different  pictures  describe  the  church  in 
the  New  Testament.  Paul  likens  the  local  church  to  a 
body.  A  body  has  different  members;  so  does  the 
church.  These  members  were  created  to  fulfill  dif- 
ferent functions,  yet  each  is  essential  to  the  health  of 
the  body. 

As  the  body  cannot  grow  unless  all  members 
function  properly,  neither  will  the  church.  Older 
adults  are  a  growing  segment  in  our  churches.  Ac- 
cording to  the  recent  census,  those  over  age  65  are 
the  fastest  growing  portion  of  the  population.  These 
older  adults  are  healthier  and  living  longer. 

Churches  cannot  ignore  these  senior  saints. 
Their  talents  and  spiritual  commitments  must  be 
used  if  the  church  is  to  experience  growth.  But 
preconceived  ideas  keep  some  churches  from  using 
their  talents. 

Some  say  older  adults  lose  interest  in  the 
church.  Older  adults  reply  that  their  jobs  have  been 
given  to  others  and  that  they  don't  feel  needed 
anymore.  There  is  truth  in  both  statements. 

The  older  adult  is  no  different  from  any  other 
age  group.  They  can  and  sometimes  do  lose  interest. 
The  challenge  to  serve  the  Lord  and  live  a  dedicated 
life  is  not  only  for  the  young.  Senior  adults,  too,  must 
be  challenged  to  serve  the  Lord  until  death. 

Yes,  sometimes  a  teaching  position  or  other  job 
is  given  to  a  younger  person.  But  a  wise  church  will 
not  let  the  talents  and  skills  of  older  adults  go 
unused.  A  different  ministry  can  be  found  for  them 
to  serve  the  Lord  and  contribute  to  church  growth. 

There  are  at  least  four  groups  of  older  adults  in 
every  church.  There  are  the  healthy  ones  who  can 
drive  and  stay  active.  The  second  group  are  healthy 
but  somewhat  limited  in  their  activity.  They  may  not 
be  able  to  drive,  they  may  walk  with  a  cane,  or  their 
eyesight  or  hearing  hinders  them.  The  third  group 
need  care,  and  this  is  provided  in  their  home.  Care 
for  the  fourth  group  is  provided  in  a  nursing  home  or 
similar  institution. 

There  is  a  wide  variety  of  older  adults,  yet  they 
are  all  part  of  the  body.  As  many  as  possible  need  to 


be  used  in  the  church's  ministry.  Let  me  suggest  five 
areas  of  ministry.  The  first  three  areas  can  include 
those  from  all  four  groups  while  the  last  two  will  be 
better  suited  for  those  in  the  first  two  classes. 

Prayer  ministry.  Prayer  must  undergird  any 
church  growth  effort.  Simply  prepare  a  list  and  ask 
them  to  pray.  They  will  pray  and  things  will  happen. 

Telephone  ministry.  Older  adults,  even  those 
confined  to  their  homes,  can  call  absentees,  pros- 
spects  or  members  of  the  church  to  remind  them  of 
important  events  such  as  a  revival.  There  are  many 
possibilities  for  a  telephone  ministry. 

Serving  ministry.  This  covers  a  number  of 
areas.  Anything  they  can  do,  they  ought  to  be  given 
opportunity  to  do. 

The  older  adults  can  fold  letters,  address  and 
stamp  envelopes,  edit  the  church  newsletter,  keep 
the  books  for  the  treasurer,  take  care  of  the  church 
library,  keep  up  with  the  choir  music,  usher,  take 
care  of  the  church  yard  (I  visited  a  rose  garden  in  an 
Oklahoma  church  kept  by  a  retired  gentleman), 
assist  Sunday  School  teachers— the  list  could  go  on, 
but  you  get  the  idea.  They  can  do  about  anything  any 
other  adult  can  do. 

There  is  a  two-fold  value  in  this.  First,  the  older 
adult  feels  needed,  and  that  helps  in  serving  the 
Lord.  Second  it  could  free  others  for  responsibilities 
that  older  adults  may  not  be  able  to  do. 

Senior  Adult  Group  ministry.  Senior  adult 
groups  may  meet  to  eat,  for  fellowship,  for  inspira- 
tion. But  the  underlying  purpose  should  be  to  win  the 
lost  through  the  group's  ministry.  Some  will  attend 
such  a  meeting  who  may  never  go  to  church. 

Visitation  ministry.  Yes,  many  could  and  do  go 
on  regular  visitation,  usually  in  the  daytime. 
Testimonies  show  they  are  most  effective  when 
visiting  other  older  adults  and  especially  the  recent- 
ly widowed. 

The  older  adults  are  a  vital  part  of  the  body.  If 
challenged,  motivated  and  led,  they  can  contribute 
in  a  meaningful  way  to  church  growth. 

Reprinted  from  Contact,  January  1986. 
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"I  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE" 


I  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE:  I  WAS  THERE! 

My  presence  helped.  I  was  there.  When  I  joined  the  church,  I  prom- 
ised to  be  there.  I  didn't  join  the  church  to  stay  away  from  it.  I  was 
there ! 

/  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE:  I  VISITED  FOR  MY  CHURCH! 
I  realize  that  only  as  a  church  is  evangelistic  in  her  approach  is  she 
doing  what  God  wants  His  church  to  do.  I  helped  my  church  live  by 
taking  her  message  to  those  who  do  not  know  Christ! 

I  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE:  I  PRAYED  FOR  MY  CHURCH! 
I  want  every  blessing  and  grace,  and  health  and  power  for  my 
church.  I  pray  for  her  as  naturally,  as  formally,  as  I  do  my  dearest 
ones.  I  helped  my  church  for  I  prayed  for  it. 

/  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE:  I  PAID  MY  WAY! 

I  did  not  let  others  pay  my  way  any  more  than  I  permit  them  to  buy 
my  hat,  feed  my  children,  or  pay  my  taxes.  I  paid  my  way! 

/  HELPED  MY  CHURCH  TO  LIVE:  I  LOVE  MY  CHURCH! 

If  there  is  something  I  can  do  to  help  carry  out  her  mission,  I  am 
willing  and  faithful  to  do  my  best,  for  I  love  my  church! 

—Copied 
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COPYRIGHT  VS.  THE  CHURCH:  SERIOUS  BUSINESS 


by  Randy  Smith 


Churches  are  faced  with  a  serious  and  growing 
dilemma  of  national  proportions.  It  involves  the 
unauthorized  and  often  illegal  use  of  various  types  of 
intellectual  properties.  A  heated  controversy  swirls 
around  music  publishers,  record  companies,  book 
publishers,  and  the  consuming  public.  At  the  heart  of 
the  controversy  stands  the  church,  sometimes 
pleading  ignorance,  sometimes  pleading  innocence, 
and  often  just  pleading.  Nonetheless,  the  church,  its 
staffs,  its  members  and  their  greater  communities 
are  implicated  in  this  ever-expanding  problem. 

To  be  more  specific,  examples  can  be  used  to 
define  some  of  the  dimensions  of  the  situation. 

1.  A  church  music  director  reproduces  the 
words  to  some  popular  copyrighted  choruses  on 
overhead  projector  transparencies  for  congrega- 
tional singing.  No  permission  was  sought  from  the 
music  publisher  to  use  the  music  or  words. 

2.  A  large  southern  church  has  a  tape  ministry 
to  shut-ins.  Entire  services,  including  all  of  the 
music,  are  taped  and  the  tapes  are  given  away. 

3.  A  pastor  is  reading  a  book  of  poetry  and 
decides  he  wants  to  quote  a  few  lines  from  one  of  the 
poems  in  Sunday's  bulletin.  The  pastor  fails  to  seek 
permission  for  the  use  of  the  copyrighted  material. 

4.  A  church  group  finds  a  current  song  that  it 
wants  to  use  as  a  theme  song  for  an  upcoming 
meeting.  The  words  to  the  song  are  changed  and  the 
song  is  reproduced,  with  its  changed  words,  in  its  en- 
tirety. 

5.  A  small  church  in  the  east  needs  a  few  more 
copies  for  Sunday's  anthem.  The  music  director 
photocopies  just  enough  for  the  choir. 

6.  That  phenomenal  tenor  in  the  church  choir 
decides  to  record  an  album.  He  makes  just  enough 
copies  of  the  album  for  the  church  and  sells  them  at 
cost.  The  soloist  fails  to  get  the  appropriate  permis- 
sions or  licenses  to  use  the  songs. 

7.  The  youth  director  of  a  large  downtown 
church  decides  to  produce  his  own  songbook. 
Numerous  songs  and  choruses  are  photocopied  from 
various  sources  to  produce  this  songbook.  No  per- 
missions are  sought. 

These  examples  could,  depending  on  the  cir- 
cumstances, present  potential  legal  problems  for  the 
parties  involved.  Since  these  matters  might  be  con- 
trolled by  Federal  law,  any  church  staff  member, 
member  of  the  congregation,  or  other  individual 
could  be  in  violation  of  the  Federal  law  and  not  be 
aware  of  it. 

The  foundation  for  this  national  law  was 
established  in  the  Constitution,  which  enumerated 
the  rights  of  authors  and  creators.  The  purpose  of 
the  Copyright  Law,  as  stated  in  the  Constitution,  was 
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".  .  .to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful 
arts  by  securing  for  limited  times  to  authors  and  in- 
ventors that  exclusive  right  to  their  respective 
writings  and  discoveries."  The  Copyright  Law  itself, 
which  is  found  in  Section  17  of  the  United  States 
Code,  is  even  more  specific  about  the  rights  of 
authors  in  and  to  their  creations.  The  rights  of  an 
author  are  clearly  delineated  in  this  Federal  law  and 
stringent  penalties  are  provided  for  those  who  in- 
fringe those  rights! 

Perhaps  of  more  importance  to  the  Christian 
community  is  the  mandate  found  in  Exodus  20:15 
that  "Thou  shalt  not  steal."  Jeremiah  23:30  is  even 
more  specific,  however,  when  God  said,  "Therefore, 
behold,  I  am  against  the  prophets,  says  the  LORD, 
who  steal  my  words  from  one  another." 

The  church  member's  level  of  awareness  of  the 
law  may  be  one  of  the  main  problems.  At  least  it  is 
better  to  believe,  at  this  point,  that  some  of  the  il- 
legal and  unauthorized  practices  occurring  in 
churches  and  church-affiliated  bodies  are  due  to  ig- 
norance rather  than  intention.  Church  pastors, 
music  directors  and  other  staff  members,  as  well  as 
members  of  the  congregation,  give  a  confusing  mix 
of  answers  when  confronted  with  the  law,  especially 
as  relates  to  specific  practices,  such  as  the  seven  ex- 
amples previously  mentioned.  Many  of  those  ques- 
tioned about  the  subject  feel  that  they  have  been  ex- 
ploited by  publishers  who  are  perceived  as  financial 
giants  looking  for  every  opportunity  to  make  more 
money.  Some  feel  that  the  Copyright  Law  itself  is  to 
blame  because  it  has  been  used  by  publishers  to 
amass  fortunes  as  well  as  to  create  monopolies  in  all 
types  of  creative  and  intellectual  properties.  Others 
put  the  blame  on  publishers  who  are  slow  to  respond, 
if  at  all,  to  requests  to  use  or  adapt  music  or  other 
types  of  creative  works.  Another  common  response 
is  that  Christians  should  freely  share  their  spiritual 
creations  with  others. 

However,  such  thoughts  and  resulting  practices 
often  place  publishers  and  other  copyright  pro- 
prietors in  a  precarious  position.  If  a  publisher,  for 
example,  discovers  an  illegal  use  of  its  copyrighted 
materials,  yet  takes  no  affirmative  action  to  halt 
such  uses,  the  publisher  could  jeopardize  his 
defenses  against  the  illegal  use  of  such  copyrighted 
property  and  perhaps  even  bring  into  question  the 
validity  of  the  copyright  itself  by  having  acquiesced 
to  the  illegal  conduct.  Also,  most  publishers  have 
detailed  publishing  agreements  with  authors  which 
set  forth,  or  imply,  a  duty  on  behalf  of  the  publisher 
to  protect  and  police  against  infringements  of  the 
copyrighted  materials.  If  a  publisher  fails  to  prevent 
known   infringements,    that   may   subject  the 
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publisher  to  a  breach  of  contract  action  by  the 
author. 

Because  of  these  problems,  as  well  as  the  loss  of 
thousands  of  dollars  by  publishers  and  others  due  to 
the  illegal  and  unauthorized  uses  of  their  creative 
works,  the  future  looks  ominous  for  the  Christian 
community  and  all  of  those  associated  with  it.  It  has 
been  stated  that  some  publishers  and  publishers' 
trade  associations  are  actively  pursuing  illegal  uses 
of  their  products  and  creations.  Furthermore, 
churches  and  their  related  conventions  have  been 
sued  for  copyright  infringement  and  more  of  the 
same  is  inevitable  unless  current  abuses  are 
stopped. 

If  it  is  assumed  that  much  of  this  activity  occurs 
because  of  ignorance,  then  the  first  priority  on 
behalf  of  Free  Will  Baptists  should  be  an  aggressive 
effort  to  educate  the  denomination.  Conventions, 
associations  and  other  related  bodies,  as  well  as  col- 
leges and  seminaries  should  undertake  an  intense  ef- 
fort to  inform  their  constituents  of  the  Copyright 
Law  and  its  application  and  relevance.  Some 
publishers  have  attempted  to  help  by  providing 


seminars  on  the  Copyright  Law,  in  addition  to  con- 
cise brochures  and  other  informative  literature. 
Warnings  against  illegal  reproduction  or  use  of 
copyrighted  material  have  been  placed  in  or  on  all 
types  of  products.  Publishers  and  others  have  in- 
vited novel  licensing  arrangements,  package  deals 
and  other  ways  to  encourage  compliance  with  the 
law  and  to  discourage  the  illegal  use  of  music  and 
related  creations. 

All  of  this  may  be  of  little  practical  value  until 
people  have  actually  been  exposed  to  what  the  law  is 
and  what  it  says.  After  that  exposure  is  afforded,  if 
people  still  participate  in  conduct  and  activities 
which  illegally  infringe  the  creative  works  of 
authors,  then  those  persons  should  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  full  force  and  effect  of  the  law.  Let  us 
hope,  however,  that  we  as  Free  Will  Baptists  have 
an  opportunity  to  educate  ourselves,  to  become  in- 
formed about  the  law  and  to  comply  with  both  the  let- 
ter and  the  spirit  of  the  law  before  it  is  too  late. 

Editor's  Note:  Randy  Smith  is  a  Nashville,  TN,  attorney  who 
specializes  in  copyright  law.  Article  reprinted  from  Biblical 
Recorder. 


FACING  THE  MUSIC  REGARDING  COPYRIGHT  LAW 

by  Howard  Rachinski 


In  this  final  decade  of  the  20th  Century,  it  has 
become  apparent  that  church  ministries  face  a 
renewed  demand  for  greater,  more  effective  means 
of  communication  with  society.  And  nowhere  has 
this  renewal  been  more  positively  evidenced  than  in 
the  church  worship  service. 

In  many  ways,  this  newly-found,  pleasant  at- 
mosphere has  been  supported  by  the  utilization  of 
modern  technology  such  as  the  photocopier,  slide 
projector,  overhead  transparencies,  tape  recorders, 
computers,  customized  songbooks,  and  bulletins. 
These  devices  have  made  available  both  conve- 
nience and  flexibility  to  the  church.  Unfortunately, 
these  same  valuable  resources  have  also  generated 
serious  legal  and  ethical  implications  with  the 
copyright  law. 

FIVE  EXCLUSIVE  RIGHTS  OF 
COPYRIGHT  OWNERSHIP 

The  U.S.  Copyright  Act  of  1976  clearly  confirmed 
that  a  copyright  owner  has  the  following  exclusive 
rights  to  their  works.  They  are: 

1)  The  right  to  make  copies  of  the  work. 

2)  The  right  to  prepare  derivatives  (ar- 
rangements) of  the  work. 

3)  The  right  to  distribute  copies  of  the  work  to 
the  public. 

4)  The  right  to  perform  the  work  publicly. 

5)  The  right  to  display  the  work  publicly. 


The  church  service  has  received  two  specific  ex- 
emptions from  these  exclusive  rights,  which  are: 

1)  The  right  to  perform  a  work.  (You  can  sing 
songs  in  your  worship  service  freely! ) 

2)  The  right  to  display  a  work.  (You  can  visual- 
ly project  songs,  but  it  must  be  a  legally  authorized 
copy.) 

THE  LEGAL  ISSUE 

The  main  conflict  that  most  churches  have  with 
copyright  law  is  in  making  copies  of  music  without 
permission  to  do  so.  This  includes  such  activities  as 
typing  words  into  a  bulletin,  photocopying  songs, 
making  tapes  of  the  worship  service,  even  hand- 
writing words  onto  a  transparency.  Without  permis- 
sion, all  of  these  are  direct  violations  of  the 
copyright  law. 

What  does  this  mean  to  your  church?  In  simple 
terms,  it  means  that  every  time  you  or  one  of  your 
church  members  or  staff  engages  in  these  activities 
without  permission,  your  church  is  exposed  to  a 
substantial  penalty.  Statutory  damages  range  from 
$500  to  $20,000  per  violation  and  international  in- 
fringements may  result  in  damages  of  up  to  $100,000. 
Ignorance  of  the  law  is  no  excuse.  Copyright  owners 
do  not  even  need  to  prove  that  you  intended  to  violate 
the  law.  It  is  enough  to  simply  prove  that  copies 
were  made. 
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THE  ETHICAL  ISSUE 

The  willingness  to  sue  churches  today,  coupled 
with  the  enormous  potential  legal  liability  for 
unauthorized  copying  of  music,  should  encourage 
every  church  leader  to  take  the  responsible  steps 
necessary  to  address  this  problem.  But  even  beyond 
and  perhaps  maybe  even  more  important  than  the 
legalities  of  copyright  law  is  the  issue  of  ethics. 

Is  it  possible  that  our  copying  flexibilities  and 
conveniences  are  actually  eroding  the  very  resource 
of  our  worship  songs,  and  that  is  .  .  .  the  Christian 
songwriter? 

We  all  agree  that  it  is  God  who  is  the  Author  and 
Giver  of  talents  and  ministries.  And  we  have  no 
qualms  in  financially  supporting  the  pastor  who 
preaches  the  Word.  However,  because  of  the  im- 
practicalities  and  complexities  in  compensating  one 
who  preaches  the  word  "in  song"  we  have  in  fact  not 
rightfully  supported  the  Christian  songwriters  for 
their  work. 

Practically  speaking,  we  are  "muzzling  the  ox 
who  treads  out  the  corn,"  and  by  doing  so,  we  rob 
ourselves  of  the  same  creative  talent  that  has  so 
blessed  our  congregations. 

EFFECTIVE  COMPLIANCE 

The  good  news  is  that  churches  can  exercise 
several  options  to  address  these  legal  and  ethical 
issues. 

Copy  and  Use  Only  Public  Domain  Songs. 

Public  Domain  songs  are  works  that  have  lost 
their  copyright  protection  or  never  had  copyright 
protection.  Generally,  this  category  would  apply  to 
most  hymns  whose  copyright  is  over  75  years  old. 
Although  this  option  would  comply  with  the 
copyright  law,  it  significantly  narrows  the  selection 
of  songs  used,  and  one  would  have  to  make  sure  that 
every  song  copied  is  in  fact  Public  Domain. 

Purchase  all  music. 

Plan  ahead  and  budget  for  your  music  activities. 
You  can  subscribe  to  choral  review  clubs  and  attend 
music  reading  workshops  which  provide  sample  pro- 
ducts enabling  you  to  see  and  hear  music  before 
making  that  purchasing  commitment.  In  short, 
don't  copy  any  music. 

Obtain  prior  written  permission  from  copyright 
owners  for  any  and  all  copying  activities. 

Identify  what  your  personal  copying 
preferences  are  and  set  up  a  procedure  for  obtaining 
permission.  Contact  each  copyright  owner  with  the 
details  of  your  copying  activity  and  ask  for  permis- 
sion. 

Unfortunately,  if  you  have  ever  attempted  to 
find  out  what  it  takes  to  legally  copy  a  song  into  a 
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bulletin  or  onto  a  transparency  or  church  tape,  then 
you  have  learned  that  the  effort  does  require  exten- 
sive research,  applications,  fees  and  filing 
numerous  details.  At  the  very  least,  it  is  arduous, 
complex  and  very  frustrating! 

Purchase  a  license  that  provides  blanket  permission 
to  certain  activities  for  a  specified  library  of  songs. 

A  major  breakthrough  in  this  area  occurred  in 
October  1988  when  a  group  of  pastors,  music  direc- 
tors, songwriters  and  publishers  developed  the 
Church  Copyright  License. 

WHAT  IS  A  CHURCH  COPYRIGHT  LICENSE? 

The  Church  Copyright  License  is  a  legal 
authorization  received  by  the  church  from  Christian 
Copyright  Licensing,  Inc.  who  acts  as  a  clear- 
inghouse for  publishers  and  copyright  owners.  This 
company  grants  certain  usage  of  songs  (i.e.  a  varie- 
ty of  copying  activities)  to  the  church  in  exchange 
for  an  annual  license  fee.  The  license  fee  is  then 
distributed  as  royalty  to  all  copyright  owners  in- 
volved in  the  program.  The  Church  Copyright 
License  from  CCLI  allows  the  church  to: 

•  Print  songs  in  bulletins,  liturgies,  songsheets 
and  songbooks  for  your  congregation. 

•  Make  transparencies,  slides  or  other  visual 
projections  for  songs  for  use  in  your  worship  service. 

•  Make  customized  instrumental  and  vocal  ar- 
rangements if  no  published  version  is  available. 

•  Make  church  worship  service  tapes  for  mis- 
sions, shut-ins,  visitors  or  friends. 

Over  100,000  songs  from  600  publishers  are 
available  to  churches  who  pay  an  annual  license  fee 
ranging  from  $85  to  $600. 

A  Church  Copyright  Hotline  (1-800-234-2446)  has 
been  established  for  clarification  of  these  issues,  and 
to  assist  the  church  in  determining  what  options 
would  best  fit  their  needs. 

Regardless  of  what  option  a  church  desires  to 
exercise,  it  must  be  made  perfectly  clear  that  ig- 
norance of  the  law,  opinions  about  the  options,  or  the 
"scourge"  of  procrastination  cannot  and  must  not  be 
considered  as  justifiable  conduct. 

Take  on  the  challenge  of  utilizing  the  conve- 
nience and  flexibility  of  technology  for  your  church. 
But  because  we  are  the  light  of  the  world,  let's  face 
the  music  regarding  the  copyright  law  .  .  .  legally 
and  ethically. 

For  more  information,  please  write  CCLI,  6130 
N.E.  78th  Court,  Suit  C-ll,  Portland,  Oregon 
97218-2853. 

Recommended  reading:  The  Church  Guide  to 
Copyright  Law,  Richard  R.  Hammar  (Christian 
Ministry  Resources  P.O.  Box  2301,  Matthews,  NC 
28106). 

Reprinted  from  Contact,  March  1992. 
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HOMECOMING  AT  BETTIE'S  WELCOME  HOME 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 


"I  am  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  Welcome 
Home  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,"  said  91-year-old 
Nannie  Arthur  as  she  stood  with  her  36-year-old 
granddaughter,  Cynthia  Downum,  and  her  six-year- 
old  great  grandchild,  Anne  Downum. 

Homecoming  at  Bettie's  Welcome  Home  Church 
was  an  event,  what  the  Rev.  Roland  C.  Cherry  called 
a  "glorious  day."  He  told  the  packed  congregation, 
"I  am  happy  to  see  all  of  you  on  this  beautiful  day. 
Everybody  here  loves  the  Lord." 

"Amen!"  said  Lewis  Forsythe  as  he  sat  with  his 
wife. 

"Let  us  enjoy  this  sweet  fellowship  of  homecom- 
ing right  after  the  service,"  added  Mr.  Cherry. 

Lewis  Forsythe 

Lewis  Forsythe  came  forward  and  turned  to 
John  3:5.  "Jesus  answered,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the 
spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

Mr.  Forsythe  interpreted  the  verse  at  this 
Homecoming  service.  "Pharisees,"  he  said,  "were 
used  to  authority,  to  laws.  They  wanted  Jesus  to  tell 
them  the  laws  needed  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  But  Jesus  told  them  that  a  man  had  to  be 
born  again  before  he  could  see  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Jesus  did  not  tell  the  Pharisees  about  any  laws.  Ex- 
cept a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  spirit,  he  can- 
not enter  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

The  Pharisees  were  educated  men.  Nicodemus 
was  an  educated  man,  but  he  couldn't  understand 
being  born  again.  Mr.  Forsythe  asked,  "How  can  a 
man  be  born  when  he  is  old?  Can  he  enter  the  second 
time  into  his  mother's  womb,  and  be  born?  (John 
3:4).  Nicodemus  went  by  night  to  ask  Jesus  what  this 
being  born  again  meant.  It's  so  simple,  yet  con- 
founded the  wise,"  said  Mr.  Forsythe. 

"You  see,"  he  continued  to  explain,  "we  were 
once  in  our  mother's  womb.  We  can  compare  the 
womb  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  to  the  womb  of  eterni- 
ty. The  womb  can  be  Heaven  or  Hell,  depending  on  if 
we  accept  Jesus  Christ.  But  we  ask,  'Can  we  crawl 
back  into  our  mother's  womb  and  be  born  again?'  If 
we  could  go  inside  the  womb  and  talk  to  an  infant, 
we'd  tell  that  infant  of  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey.  We'd  tell  that  infant  of  the  world  ahead,  a 
world  of  love." 

"Amen,"  said  Mr.  Cherry. 

"But  why  should  I  leave  the  womb  where  I  can 
eat,  the  infant  might  ask?"  continued  Mr.  Forsythe. 
"The  infant  feels  the  mother's  love,  the  mother's 
presence,  the  warm  fluid  around.  Why  would  the  in- 


fant want  to  go  into  the  next  life?  The  infant  is  con- 
tented in  the  mother's  womb.  The  womb  we'll  call 
the  earth.  A  child  of  God  is  born  into  God's  kingdom. 
Thank  God  for  the  simplicity  of  this  salvation." 

Mr.  Forsythe  paused,  looked  at  his  wife,  at  the 
happy  faces  of  the  people  gathered  for  Homecoming. 
He  concluded,  "Birth  is  linked  to  marriage.  When 
we  say  those  two  words— I  DO— we  join  ourselves 
together.  My  hope  today  is  that  each  consider  what  it 
means  to  be  born  again,  what  it  means  to  accept 
Jesus  on  faith  and  enter  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

Mr.  Forsythe  led  the  congregation  in  prayer: 
"Dear  Lord,  thank  you  for  the  possibility  of  being 
born  into  this  physical  family,  for  being  able  to  come 
here  today.  Thank  you  for  the  promises  of  your 
Word,  the  promises  of  that  land  which  flows  with 
milk  and  honey.  Thank  you  for  Christ  on  the  Cross, 
so  that  we  might  be  born  again  spiritually.  Our 
prayer  is  to  be  born  again  into  the  Kingdom.  All  the 
questions  we  might  have,  let  us  put  them  aside,  and 
let  us  have  faith  to  be  born  into  the  family  of  the 
Lord.  Today  we  want  to  praise  you  and  lift  up  your 
marvelous  name.  Amen." 

Mr.  Cherry  rose  to  speak.  "There  is  nothing  like 
the  wonderful  experience  of  a  new  birth,"  he  said. 
"We  have  never  tapped  the  sources  of  power  that 
can  come  from  the  hands  of  Jesus.  If  we  commit  our 
lives  to  Jesus,  we'll  see  miracles  we  never  thought 
would  happen.  Living  for  Jesus  is  a  miracle,"  he 
said. 

The  Welcome  Home  Free  Will  Baptist  Choir 

The  choir,  dressed  in  fresh  white  robes,  stood  to 
sing  "Victory  in  Jesus."  With  fire  and  energy,  they 
sang  how  Jesus  caused  the  blind  to  see,  healed  the 
broken  spirit.  Repeating  the  chorus,  everyone  felt 
the  choir's  power: 

Oh  victory  in  Jesus, 
My  Saviour,  forever, 
He  sought  me  and 

bought  me 
With  His  redeeming  blood; 
He  loved  me 
Ere  I  knew  Him, 
And  all  my  love  is  due  Him, 
He  plunged  me  to  victory 
Beneath  the  cleansing  blood. 

The  congregation  rose  to  praise  the  faith  that 
this  house  of  flesh  is  not  a  prison.  Why?  Hearts  are 
free ;  tears  are  gone  because  Jesus  beckons  and  the 
spirit  is  free  to  take  flight  with  the  eagles. 

"Amen,"  said  one  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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Carson  Koonce,  Wayne  Koonce,  and  Hannah  Koonce 

"Good  morning,  friends,"  said  Carson  Koonce 
as  he  came  forward  to  play  his  guitar  for  Homecom- 
ing. "My  name  is  Carson  Koonce  and  I  live  in  Cove 
City.  I'm  one  of  the  many  individuals  that  Brother 
Luke  Wetherington's  life  has  touched.  I'm  a  Chris- 
tian. Singing  Christian  songs  is  what  I  enjoy  most." 

Mr.  Koonce  then  sang  "Amazing  Grace."  He 
had  the  congregation  to  stand  to  sing  together  the 
last  stanza : 

When  we've  been  there 
Ten  thousand  years, 
Bright  shining  as  the  sun, 
We've  no  less  days  to  sing 
God's  praise 

Than  when  we  first  begun. 

'  'I  am  so  thrilled  to  have  my  wife  and  two  grand- 
children with  me,"  Mr.  Koonce  said  as  he  invited 
eight-year-old  Wayne  Koonce  and  seven-year-old 
Hannah  Koonce  to  come  forward  to  sing  with  him. 

The  children  sang  with  their  grandfather.  With 
the  chorus  line,  "He's  got  the  whole  world  in  His 
hands,"  they  sang  forcefully. 

John  Farmer  and  Mr.  Koonce  have  written  a 
new  song,  "Let's  Build  a  Bridge."  Mr.  Koonce  and 
his  grandchildren  sang: 

Let's  build  a  bridge; 

We'll  build  it  strong  and  sturdy 

To  withstand  wind  and  tide 

And  anchor  it  to  solid  rock 

Without  a  hammer. 

We'll  build  this  bridge  on  love; 
Let's  build  a  bridge 
You  and  I, 

So  others  can  travel 

To  reach  that  throne  on  high. 

Let's  build  a  bridge 

You  and  I. 

No  matter  what  it  takes, 

You  and  I  must  share  the  cost; 

We'll  light  it  with  good  example, 

So  all  the  world  can  see. 

A  bridge  remains  unbroken; 

A  bridge  we  must  cross 

To  reach  that  home  eternally. 

Luke  H.  Wetherington 

"Carson  has  written  so  many  songs  since  he's 
turned  his  life  over  to  the  Lord,"  said  Luke  H. 
Wetherington,  speaker  for  Homecoming  at  Bettie. 
"That  song  about  bridges  came  out  of  the  Bridge 
Builders  program  at  Mount  Olive  College." 

Looking  at  the  attentive  congregation,  Mr. 
Wetherington  admitted,  "I'm  not  a  preacher.  I'm 
just  a  layman,  a  servant  of  the  Lord.  As  a  kid,  I 
came  to  this  church  to  receive  the  good  news.  Now 
I've  come  back  to  give  the  good  news. " 

Mr.  Wetherington  challenged  all  to  dedicate 
themselves  to  the  Lord.  "Russia  tried  to  make  it 
without  the  Lord  and  Russia  failed.  Hitler  tried  to 


make  it  without  the  Lord  and  Hitler  failed.  We  might 
try  to  make  it  without  the  Lord  and  we'll  fail.  But 
with  the  Lord,  miracles  will  happen!" 

Homecoming  Picnic 

Virginia  Davis,  of  Davis  Church,  was  in  line  to 
load  her  plate  with  vegetables,  meats,  and  desserts. 
Mary  Lou  Davis,  also  of  Davis  Church,  was  with  her. 
Mary  Lou  laughed  and  said,  "You  know,  food  has 
something  to  do  with  Homecoming!" 

I  looked  at  the  collards,  beets,  corn,  sweet 
potatoes,  chicken,  and  pie  slices  on  her  plate  and 
understood.  I  started  packing  the  food  on  my  plate. 

Nathan  Robinson,  of  Atlantic,  said,  "My  wife 
was  born  and  raised  here  in  Bettie.  I  come  to 
Homecoming  to  meet  people  I  haven't  seen  in  a  long 
time.  I  saw  a  fellow,  Collen  Pake,  that  I  haven't  seen 
in  a  year.  He  lives  in  Asheville.  Homecoming  is 
about  coming  back  and  seeing  people,"  he  said  as  he 
tore  into  a  fried  chicken  leg. 

"I  think  Homecoming  is  a  time  to  be  with  family 
and  friends,"  said  Cynthia  Downum  as  she  held  her 
daughter,  Leslie  Anne.  "Homecoming  is  a  time  to 
remember  those  who  have  gone  on  to  be  with  God. 
My  grandmother's  husband  was  a  pillar  of  this 
church,"  she  said. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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"Oh,  Mom,  you  have  a  tender  heart,"  mur- 
mured Leslie  Anne. 

Vivian  Lewis,  of  Stacy,  sat  down  at  a  picnic 
table.  In  her  bright  pink  suit,  she  appeared  cheerful, 
happy.  "It's  been  great  to  visit  with  old  friends,"  she 
admitted.  "The  food,  of  course,  you  can't  leave  that 
out." 

Opal  Robinson,  of  Atlantic,  added,  "This  church 
means  a  lot  to  me.  This  was  where  I  was  raised.  I 
was  raised  in  the  old  church  across  the  street.  I 
remember  that  storm  in  1933  when  it  blew  the 
church  down.  Only  the  piano  was  left." 

Both  Nathan  and  Opal  Robinson  talked  about  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  Down  East.  Opal 
said,  "Down  East  is  where  the  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  began.  Those  people  in  Raleigh  don't  know 
what  Down  East  is.  They  call  any  place  east  of 
Raleigh  Down  East.  We  don't  have  a  lot  of  conges- 
tion here.  Families  are  closer  knit.  Lots  of  kinfolk 
live  around  one  another.  We  have  wetlands  and  good 
agricultural  fields.  My  daddy  raised  the  best  stuff 
you  ever  saw:  potatoes,  cabbage,  beans,  cotton,  col- 
lards,  sweet  potatoes,  white  corn,  beets.  We  had  our 
own  cow,  hogs,  chicken.  It  was  good  eatin'.  That's 
the  reason  we  look  the  way  we  do."  She  smiled  and 
ate  her  sweet  potatoes. 
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"I  remember  the  year  1952  when  Mount  Olive 
College  opened,"  said  Virginia  Davis,  as  she  joined 
the  group  at  the  picnic  table.  "Mr.  Jackson  was  our 
preacher  then  in  Davis.  I  remember  eight  of  us  pil- 
ing into  his  old  Plymouth  to  go  help  paint  rooms  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  He  went  right  through  a  tobac- 
co field  a  flying,  taking  short  cuts  to  get  to  our  col- 
lege. I  don't  know  how  in  the  world  he  got  eight  peo- 
ple in  that  old  car  with  lunch,  paint,  paint  brushes, 
and  rags,  too.  We  had  the  best  time.  We  didn't  paint 
the  very  top  of  the  room,  because  we  couldn't  reach 
it,  but  I  remember  the  color— aqua  blue,  I  believe." 

Virginia  Davis  paused,  ate  her  lemon  pie,  and 
added,  "You  know,  we  don't  have  a  pastor  now  at 
Davis.  Dr.  Opey  Jeanes  comes  down  to  preach  once 
in  a  while.  He's  an  outstanding  speaker." 

"Outstanding!"  echoed  Mary  Lou  Willis. 

"What  I  like  about  Dr.  Jeanes,"  continued 
Virginia  Davis,  "is  that  he  doesn't  have  one  particu- 
lar horse  to  get  on  and  ride.  He  encourages  us  and 
helps  us  feel  like  we're  on  the  right  track,"  she 
declared. 


The  Rev.  Roland  C.  Cherry's  Religious  Conversion 
Experience 

"I  was  ordained  in  1952,  the  birthday  of  Mount 
Olive  College,"  said  Mr.  Cherry  as  he  sat  at  the  edge 
of  a  picnic  table.  The  Homecoming  fellowship  had 
ended  and  he  was  relaxing,  talking  to  me  about  his 
own  experiences  as  a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister. 
The  wind  blew  through  the  cedar  trees ;  wide  fields 
surrounded  the  front  of  the  church. 

"I  started  preaching  God's  message  for  the  first 
time  at  Williamston.  There  were  14  members.  I  told 
them  if  they  would  commit  their  lives  to  God,  they 
could  have  anything  they  wanted.  Those  people 
believed  me,"  he  said  with  a  broad  smile. 

"In  two  years,"  he  continued,  "I  baptized  150 
new  Christians  on  the  banks  of  a  pool  out  in  the  coun- 
try on  a  man's  farm.  That  farmer  said  he  didn't 
know  why  he  built  that  pool,  but  something  told  him 
he  had  to.  When  he  saw  me  baptizing  people,  he 
said  he  knew  the  Lord  was  directing  him  and  me. 
Miracles  happen." 

Mr.  Cherry  looked  me  in  the  eye.  I  felt  Jonathan 
Edwards  had  been  resurrected  and  put  in  a  modern 
suit.  I  listened  to  Mr.  Cherry  talk  about  his  work  at  a 
prison  in  Martin  County.  He  spoke  about  miracles, 
especially  the  man  who  had  been  crippled  with  ar- 
thritis for  more  than  18  months.  When  Mr.  Cherry 
touched  him,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  created  a  miracle. 
The  man  walked. 

"Doors  open,"  he  said.  "I've  had  42  years  of  this 
ministry.  In  my  42  years,  I  have  never  been  out  of  a 
church  as  a  full-time  pastor.  It's  a  miracle.  It's  the 
leading  hand  of  God  in  my  life,"  he  insisted. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


"When  I  came  to  Carteret  County,  I  just  dropped 
anchor,"  he  said.  "Of  course,  the  Lord  could  uproot 
me." 

In  discussing  the  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
without  ministers,  Mr.  Cherry  commented,  "I  think 
the  weakness  and  incapability  of  churches  being 
able  to  support  a  minister  is  more  of  a  problem  than 
the  salary  issue  of  a  minister.  Some  churches  are  not 
able  to  give  full-time  support.  So  many  of  our 
ministers  have  to  work  other  full-time  jobs.  I  don't 
think  the  minister  himself  desires  to  work  another 
job,  but  the  opportunity  has  to  come  to  him."  He 
paused.  The  wind  blew  through  the  cedar  trees. 

"Miracles  happen,"  declared  Mr.  Cherry.  "My 
son  Ralph  was  seven  when  he  got  rheumatic  fever.  It 
was  touch  and  go  for  him.  One  Sunday  morning, 
Ralph  got  up  crying,  saying  he  wanted  to  go  to  Sun- 
day School.  He  went.  We  had  altar  prayer  for  him. 
He  ate  dinner.  The  next  week  he  was  strong.  When 
we  took  him  back  to  the  doctor,  the  doctor  did  not 
understand.  She  said  there  was  nothing  wrong  with 
Ralph's  heart.  She  ran  him  up  and  down  stairs,  then 
listened  to  his  heart.  She  said  she  couldn't  under- 
stand it,  but  she  couldn't  find  anything  wrong  with 
his  heart.  I  turned  to  his  mother  and  said,  'The  Lord 
healed  my  boy.'  The  doctor  smiled  at  us  and  said, 
'Wonderful  things  happen.'  The  hand  of  God  is  upon 
us,"  Mr.  Cherry  declared. 

The  wind  blew  through  the  wide  fields. 

Ralph  Cherry  is  in  California  now.  Mr.  Cherry's 
daughter,  Linda  Finnell,  lives  in  Micro,  NC,  while 
son  Eugene  lives  in  Kenly,  NC.  Mo  tie  Cherry, 
mother  of  Mr.  Cherry's  three  children,  died  with 
cancer.  The  Lord  brought  Alice  to  him  as  a  second 
wife. 

God's  hand  was  working  with  the  building  of  one 
of  my  Free  Will  Baptist  churches,  too,"  he  con- 
tinued. "I  had  a  dream.  I  was  to  go  see  this  rich 
farmer  to  ask  for  help  in  building  the  church.  When  I 
went  to  him,  Mr.  Roy  Taylor  was  his  name,  he  told 
me  he'd  like  to  help  but  that  he  had  already  invested 
his  money.  As  I  was  walking  toward  the  front  door, 
he  called  me  back.  He  had  forgotten  that  his 
daughter  had  given  him  her  money  to  invest.  He  said 
he  would  use  her  money  to  invest  in  the  church.  You 


see,  God's  hand  was  already  working  before  I  got 
there." 

Mr.  Cherry  continued  his  stories  of  miracles. 

The  Bear  Grass  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  a 
miracle.  Needs  were  pressing.  The  building  was  con- 
structed, but  the  church  had  no  pews,  no  piano.  "On 
the  Thursday  before  the  Sunday  service,  one  of  the 
deacons  called  me,"  said  Mr.  Cherry.  "He  found 
some  old  pews  from  another  church.  We  got  a  piano, 
too,  by  Sunday.  You  can't  outgive  God!"  he  ex- 
claimed. 

"It's  been  a  wonderful  life,"  continued  Mr. 
Cherry  as  he  stretched  his  legs.  His  wife  was  putting 
away  paper  plates,  while  several  men  were  gather- 
ing the  tables  into  a  truck. 

"I  was  an  electrician  in  Virginia  before  I 
became  a  minister,"  he  said.  "I  worked  for  the 
Virginia  Electric  Power  Company.  I  had  only  eight 
more  years  to  retire  from  the  company,  but  I  had  to 
be  a  minister.  The  Lord  called  me  and  I  had  to  go.  " 

Stillness  seemed  to  permeate  the  land  as  Mr. 
Cherry  began  to  talk  about  his  conversion  ex- 
perience. 

"I  was  called  of  God  like  Moses,"  he  said.  "God 
spoke  to  me  out  of  a  palm  tree.  God  said,  'Have  faith 
and  follow  me.'  That  miracle  wrought  a  change  in 
my  life.  I  felt  that  my  physical  body  sort  of  disap- 
peared. I  was  a  screen  with  the  wind  and  air  blowing 
through  my  body.  I  was  not  aware  I  was  walking  to 
the  house.  I  went  into  the  house,  saw  a  new  book  on 
the  floor.  I  picked  the  book  up,  put  my  finger  on  top 
of  a  page,  and  found  the  answer  to  all  my  questions. 
It  said,  'Because  the  hardness  of  your  heart  suffered 
you  to  do  these  things.'  That's  why  things  go  wrong 
with  us.  We  are  hardhearted.  For  24  hours,  I  never 
ate  nor  slept.  Those  24  hours  were  so  sweet  to  me.  I 
wouldn't  exchange  all  the  knowledge  of  the  schools 
for  those  24  hours." 

He  paused,  looked  at  the  men  loading  the  tables 
into  the  back  of  the  trucks,  turned  and  said,  "I've 
never  had  a  lot  of  money,  but  God  never  allowed  me 
to  go  lacking.  God  has  even  given  me  one  tour  of  the 
Holy  Land.  God  is  the  way  of  life.  We  need  to  find 
that.  I  teach  people  to  commit  to  God  and  all  else  will 
follow.  God  will  take  care  of  us." 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


(From  left  to  right)  Front  row:  The  Rev.  Robert  May,  pastor  of  Hickory  Chapel,  Ahoskie,  NC; 
the  Rev.  John  Mark  Windley,  newly  ordained  minister;  the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton,  chairman  of 
the  Board  and  pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  Roper,  NC,  who  lives  in  Ahoskie;  second  row: 
the  Rev.  Joe  Griffith,  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Church,  Elizabeth  City,  NC;  the  Rev.  James  Owens, 
Plymouth,  NC;  and  the  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett,  associate  pastor  of  Wilson  Church,  Wilson,  NC. 


UNION  TO  MEET 

The  Albemarle  Union  Meeting 
will  be  held  on  January  30,  1993, 
with  Shiloh  Church,  Pinetown, 
NC.  The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

10:00— Devotions,  the  Rev.  James 
Corbett 

10:10— Welcome,  the  Rev.  John 
Mark  Windley 

—  Response,  the  Rev. 
Frankie  Baggett 

10:15— The  Moderator's  Address, 

the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—  Recognition  of  Visiting 
Ministers 

—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:30— Offering   for  Denomina- 
tional Ministries 

—Announcements 

—Prayer  Time 

—Two  Testimonies 
10:40  — Report   of  Children's 
Home,  via  Literature 

—Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, via  Literature 

—Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press,  via  Literature 

—Report  of  Missions:  Home 
and  Foreign,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via 
Literature 

—  Report  of  Retirement 
Homes,  via  Literature 

10:50— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Old  and  New  Business 
—Announcements    of  Next 
Union 

11:00— Minutes   Read   and  Ap- 
proved 
11:10— Hymn 

11 : 20  — Special    Music,  Host 
Church 

11:25— Message,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Swinson 
—Benediction 
—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

WINDLEY  ORDAINED 

On  November  20,  1992,  the  Or- 
dination Board  of  the  Albemarle 
Conference  met  at  Shiloh  Church 
to  ordain  John  Mark  Windley. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Griffith  gave  the 
devotion.  The  Rev.  Robert  May 


delivered  the  ordination  message. 
The  Rev.  Charlie  Overton  asked 
Brother  Windley  several  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  his  ministry  as 
an  ordained  minister.  This  was 
followed  by  the  laying  on  of  hands 
and  the  presentation  of  the  Bible 
by  the  Rev.  John  Owens.  The  Rev. 
Joe  Griffith  led  in  prayer,  after 
which  the  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett 
gave  the  charge.  The  right  hand  of 
fellowship  was  extended  to 
Brother  Windley  and  his  wife.  The 
Rev.  Charlie  Overton  presented 
the  Ordination  Certificate  and  the 
Ministerial  Code  of  Ethics.  After 
the  benediction,  refreshments 
were  enjoyed. 

FOREMAN  PASSES 

Ervin  G.  Foreman,  age  79,  of 
Route  4,  Washington,  died  at  his 
home  on  Sunday,  November  22, 
1992.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Tuesday,  November  24,  at  11 
a.m.,  in  Shiloh  Church,  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  James  Corbett  and 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt. 

Mr.  Foreman  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Rachel  Alligood  Foreman;  a 
son,  Gene  P.  Foreman;  and  four 
daughters,  Judy  F.  Hutton,  Linda 
F.  Leggett,  Faye  F.  Jones,  and 
Naomi  F.  Tankard;  ten  grand- 
children,   and    seven  great- 


grandchildren. He  is  also  sur- 
vived by  a  brother,  Dallas  G. 
Foreman,  and  two  sisters, 
Margaret  W.  Sheppard  and  Delsie 
I.  Waters.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  a  son,  Luke  Morris 
Foreman,  a  daughter,  Nelda 
Frances  Foreman,  and  a  brother, 
Dennis  Lee  Foreman. 

Mr.  Foreman  dedicated  his  life 
to  Shiloh  Church,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  adult  choir,  the 
deacon  board,  and  the  Layman's 
League.  He  had  served  as  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  superinten- 
dent, moderator  of  the  Albemarle 
Conference  Sunday  School  Con- 
vention, director  of  the  Children's 
Choir  for  30  years,  and  the  church 
treasurer.  He  started  the  church's 
tape  ministry  and  with  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Osborne,  started  Shiloh's 
first  Vacation  Bible  School.  With 
his  wife,  he  served  for  many  years 
as  leader  of  the  Youth  Fellowship 
Auxiliary,  and  with  his  father  and 
the  church  laymen,  constructed 
the  present  church  building.  He 
also  designed  and  built  the  church 
steeple. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to 
Shiloh  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Box  10,  Pinetown,  NC  27865,  or  to 
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John  E.  Foreman 


the  Nancy  B.  and  John  E. 
Foreman  Family  Endowment 
Fund,  c/o  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 

UNION  TO  MEET 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting 
will  convene  with  Wooten's 
Chapel  Church,  Sauls  Road, 
Raleigh,  NC,  on  January  30,  1993. 
The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

10 : 00 — Hymn ,  Congregation 

—Devotions,  Keith  Pelletier 
—Welcome,  Host  Church 

—  Response,    St.  Mary's 
Grove 

10:20— Enrollment  of  Officers  and 
Ministers 
—Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last 
Union 

—Appointment  of  Commit- 
tees 

-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Report  of  Denominational 

Ministries 
—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Offering   and  Offertory 
Prayer 

—  Special    Music,  Host 
Church 

—Message,  the  Rev.  Jessie 
Caton;  Alternate:  the  Rev. 
Sherman  Dilley 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjourn- 
ment 

January  1993 


PASTOR  HONORED 


Fred  and  Jane  Johnson 


November  13,  1979,  a  young 
preacher,  the  Rev.  Fred  Johnson, 
preached  his  first  sermon  to  his 
new  congregation  at  First 
Church,  Durham.  That  was  thir- 
teen   years    ago.  Sunday, 


November  15,  1992,  First  Church 
celebrated  this  anniversary  with 
him  and  his  family  by  having  a 
surprise  "Honor  Our  Pastor 
Lunch"  after  the  morning  ser- 
vice. Mr.  Johnson's  wife,  Jane, 
was  presented  with  a  corsage. 

Mrs.  Gertie  Powell  spoke  a 
tribute  to  Mr.  Johnson.  She  stated 
there  are  many  good  preachers 
but  not  many  as  good  as  the  Rev. 
Fred  Johnson,  who  preaches 
God's  Word.  He  is  the  best  pastor 
a  congregation  could  have.  He  is 
always  willing  to  do  anything  for 
his  flock  day  or  night.  If  someone 
is  in  the  hospital  having  surgery, 
he  is  right  there.  If  there  is  a 
death,  he  is  available  to  help.  If 
the  trash  needs  emptying,  he  is 
not  too  good  to  do  that.  He  is  a 
good  friend.  We  are  very  for- 
tunate to  have  Mr.  Johnson  and 
hope  to  have  him  for  many,  many 
more  years. 


WESTSIDE  SCOUTS  EARN  RELIGIOUS  AWARDS 


Left  to  right:  Trey  Rombold,  Michael  Jarmen,  Hans  Hope,  Jonathon  Lee,  Kevin  Parker,  and 
Philip  Southerland. 


Ten  Scouts  were  recently  recognized  during  a  special  youth  service 
for  achieving  the  requirement  for  their  "God  and  Country"  Award  at 
Westside  Church  in  Kinston. 

Scout  Master  Jim  Rombold,  along  with  Mrs.  Adaline  Gray  who  led 
the  Scouts  in  their  achievement,  presented  the  award  to  the  Scouts' 
parents  who  pinned  it  on  their  sons.  Receiving  the  "God  and  Family" 
award  were  Nicholas  Hill,  Josh  Hill,  Hans  Hope,  Kevin  Parker,  and 
Trey  Rombold.  Receiving  the  "God  and  Me"  award  were  Drew  Hill, 
Grey  Hill,  Michael  Jarmen,  Jonathon  Lee,  and  Philip  Southerland. 

Westside  Church  sponsors  Scout  Troop  323. 
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BOARD  TO  MEET 

The  Eastern  Conference  Ex- 
amining Board  is  postponing  its 
meeting  for  January  to  meet  on 
Monday,  January  25,  1993,  at  the 
Eastern  Conference  office,  314 
West  Lenoir  Avenue,  Kinston, 
North  Carolina  at  10:00  a.m. 


SPECIAL  THANKS 


Aspen  Grove  Church  would  like  to  say  "thanks"  to  all  Cragmont 
supporters.  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  should  be  very  proud  to  have  a 
place  like  Cragmont  where  an  individual  can  go  to  have  fun  and 
fellowship  with  other  people,  worship  God,  view  God's  marvelous  crea- 
tion, and  get  away  from  his  regular  routine.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  all  the 
souls  that  have  been  saved  or  renewed  through  the  ministries  at  Crag- 
mont. Thanks  to  God  for  the  dedication  of  John  Williams  and  his  family, 
for  their  ministry  at  Cragmont. 

Our  November  retreat  was  shared  with  30  people  from  Rock  Springs 
Church,  Bailey,  NC.  Aspen  Grove  had  52  people.  That  weekend  was  a 
real  treat  for  everyone.  Thanks  for  churches  working  together  to  make 
the  Williams'  job  easier. 


TAKE 
TIME 
TO  PRAY 

FRIDAY, 
JANUARY  15 


The  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 

of 

Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
cordially  invites  you  and  your  church 
to  take  time  to  pray 
by  attending  the 


HIGH  POINT  CHURCH 
High  Point,  NC 

GENESIS  CHURCH 
Fayetteville,  NC 


ALL-NIGHT  PRAYER  SERVICE 

10  P.M.  until  6  A.M. 


MARSH  SWAMP  CHURCH 
Rock  Ridge,  NC 

PLYMOUTH  CHURCH 
Plymouth,  NC 


Helping  Churches  Grow  .  . 


imperial)  Gabriel  Church  Services 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 


Since  1960 


Your  best  source  for  new  or  used  pews,  chairs,  steeples,  baptistries,  stained  glass, 
Krinklglas,  choir  robes,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  services,  crosses,  signs, 
pulpits  (wood  or  plexiglas),  Canon  copiers,  fax  machines,  church  lights  &  more! 

Financing  available  on  some  items. 

We  specialize  in  commercial  carpets — best  prices! 
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THANK  YOU,  FALL  VISITATION  IS  THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL 

FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS!  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss 

By  the  first  week  in  December, 
Mount  Olive  College  had  received 
a  total  of  $304,703  from  the  1992 
Free  Will  Baptist  gift  support  din- 
ners, making  this  year's  dinners 
the  best  in  the  history  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

Of  those  contributing,  1,308 
were  Bridge  Builders,  56  more 
than  the  1,252  last  year.  More  than 
3,000  people  attended  the  17  coun- 
ty dinners,  which  offer  members 
of  MOC's  sponsoring  church  the 
perfect  opportunity  to  learn  about 
their  college. 

Since  the  dinners  began  in  1963, 
they  have  provided  $4,125,548  in 
gift  support  for  Mount  Olive.  Gifts 
from  the  annual  dinners  help  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Tuition  Grant,  institutional 
scholarships,  and  the  general 
operation  of  the  College. 

"We  express  our  gratitude  to  all 
the  county  and  church  chairmen, 
and  to  the  host  of  volunteers  who 
made  the  1992  dinners  so  suc- 
cessful," says  Mrs.  Jean  F. 
Ackiss,  coordinator  of  the  din- 
ners. 


"Again,  we  say, 
Free  Will  Baptists!" 


thank  you, 


High  school  seniors  and  family  members  find  out  "what's  next"  on  the  Visitation  Day 
schedule  of  events  (photos  by  Bart  Brinson), 

More  than  200  people  attended 
the  program.  Ninety-eight  high 
school  seniors  brought  represen- 
tation from  high  schools  in  29 
North  Carolina  counties  and  as 
far  away  as  Nebraska. 

Campus  tours,  scholarship  in- 
terviews, and  sessions  explaining 
academic  life,  student  develop- 
ment, and  financial  aid  high- 
lighted the  day.  Lunch  with  MOC 
professors  and  current  students 
proved  to  be  popular  with  the 
prospective  students  and  their 
families.  Coaches  met  with  those 
interested  athletics,  and  the  Tro- 
jan soccer  team  held  a  scrim- 
mage. 

The  College  family  is  already 
gearing-up  for  Spring  Visitation 
Day  on  Monday,  January  18.  If 
you  haven't  had  the  opportunity  to 
look  us  over  or  if  you  want  to  take 
a  second  look,  call  the  Admissions 
Team  at  (919)  658-2502  or 
1-800-653-0854.  You'll  be  glad  you 
did. 


Mount  Olive  College  Singers  Christy  Brew- 
ington  of  Dunn  and  Beth  Crawford  of  Faison 
stowe  the  props  following  their  perfor- 
mance at  the  1992  Visitation  Day.  Ms.  Brew- 
ington  is  a  member  of  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Harnett  County. 

The  Mount  Olive  College  family 
deserved  a  "pat  on  the  back" 
following  the  College's  1992  Fall 
Visitation  Day.  From  all  reports, 
the  day-long  event  was  the  most 
successful  ever  in  the  history  of 
the  College. 


January  1993 
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FOUNDERS  DAY  SPEAKER  REMEMBERS 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE'S  "SMALL  BEGINNINGS" 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 


The  Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn  re- 
minded his  audience  of  Mount 
Olive  College's  "small  begin- 
nings" during  his  address  at  the 
1992  Founders  Day  service. 
Speaking  in  a  filled-to-capacity 
Rodgers  Chapel,  Glenn  said,  "All 
accomplishments  begin  with  one 
small  step.  See  this  campus.  See 
what  God  has  done  here." 

He  told  special  visitors, 
students,  trustees,  faculty,  and 
staff  that  even  with  great  ac- 
complishments, "We  cannot 
make  the  fatal  mistake  of  not 
looking  up  at  the  Lord. 

"As  we  celebrate  the  forty-first 
Founders  Day  celebration,  we  re- 
joice in  our  insignificant  begin- 
nings," Glenn  said.  "The  mighty 
hand  of  God  is  upon  us ;  we  lift  our 
voices  in  thanksgiving  and 
praise  — not  for  what  we've 
done— but  for  what  God  has  done. 

"Look  around  at  the  large  trees 
on  campus.  They  came  from 
acorns,"  he  said,  "and  the 
beautiful  flowers,  they  came  from 
a  tiny  seed  or  a  bulb." 

Glenn  gave  praise  for  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination  and  its 
heritage.  He  said  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 
proved  to  be  a  "mighty  birthing" 
for  Mount  Olive  College.  He  con- 
trasted MOC  in  1951  and  today. 

"What  foolish  group  of  people 
would  try  to  charter  a  college  with 
$6.17  in  their  treasury?  Isn't  that 
foolish?"  he  asked.  "And  then  in 
1954,  we  had  22  students  and  one 
condemned  building.  Through  the 
years,  God  has  blessed  us  with 
hundreds  of  students  and  this 
beautiful  campus. 

"Try  to  count  the  blades  of 
grass  or  the  leaves  or  the  stars  in 
the  heavens,"  he  said.  "We  can- 
not. Neither  can  we  count  the 
hearts  that  have  been  comforted 
nor  the  blessings  bestowed  by 
Mount  Olive  College.  The  bounds 
of  the  College's  influence  cannot 


Pictured  following  the  41st  celebration  of  the  Founding  of  Mount  Olive  College  (from  left): 
the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  one  of  the  senior  ministers  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  and  pastor 
of  White  Oak  Grove  Church,  Lenoir  County;  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  executive  vice  president  at 
Mount  Olive  College;  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  executive  director  of  Home  Missions  and 
Evangelism;  the  Rev.  Earl  H.  Glenn,  Founders  Day  speaker;  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to 
president  W.  Burkette  Raper;  and  James  B.  Hunt,  chairman  emeritus  of  the  MOC  Board  of 
Trustees. 


be  counted. 

"How  small  the  rock  from 
which  we  were  hewn,"  Glenn 
said.  "God  dug  us  out  and 
polished  us.  He  made  us  what  we 
are. 

"We  shall  continue,"  he  said, 
"to  look  to  God  for  His  leadership 
and  guidance,  to  go  forward  and 
conquer." 

Assistant  to  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  K.  David 
Hines,  opened  the  Founders  Day 
service  saying  that  it  was  ap- 
propriate that  "we  celebrate 
Founders  Day  during  the  season 
of  thanksgiving. 

"We  celebrate  our  past  and  look 
forward  with  anticipation  to  the 
future,"  Hines  said. 

The  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry,  pastor 
of  Westside  Church  in  Kinston  and 
a  newly-elected  MOC  Trustee, 
gave  the  Founders  Day  prayer. 
The  Chapel  Choir  sang  "Jesu, 
Lover  of  My  Soul." 

Glenn,  pastor  of  Daniel's 
Chapel  Church  in  Wilson,  was  a 


member  of  Mount  Olive  College's 
first  Board  of  Trustees  and  served 
on  the  Curriculum  Committee  of 
the  Board  which  established  the 
College's  liberal  arts  program. 

IT'S  TIME  TO  REGISTER 
FOR  SPRING  SEMESTER 

CLASSES  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Now  is  the  time  to  register  for 
spring  semester  classes  at  Mount 
Olive  College.  Schedules  for  both 
daytime  and  evening  classes  are 
set,  with  day  classes  beginning  on 
Thursday,  January  7.  Evening 
classes  are  scheduled  to  begin  the 
nights  of  January  6  and  7,  and  the 
last  day  to  register  for  all  spring 
classes  is  Tuesday,  January  19. 

Classes  that  may  be  of  special 
interest  to  ministers  are  listed 
below. 

Church  Growth  and  Evange- 
lism, Tuesdays  at  7  p.m.,  Green- 
ville, First  Church;  classes  begin 
Tuesday,  January  12.  The  Rev. 
J.  B.  Narron  will  teach  the  class 
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using  as  his  text,  Church  Growth 
and  Evangelism,  by  Dr.  K.  David 
Hines. 

Christian  Beliefs,  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  8  a.m.,  on  campus; 
classes  begin  Thursday,  January 
7.  Dr.  K.  David  Hines  is  the  in- 
structor. 

Religion  in  America,  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays,  9:30  a.m.,  on 
campus;  classes  begin  Thursday, 
January  7.  Dr.  Michael  Pelt  is  the 
instructor. 

With  financial  assistance  for 
licensed  and  ordained  ministers, 
tuition  for  on-campus  classes  is 
$37.50  and  for  Greenville,  $92.50. 

For  more  information  about 
special  programs  for  ministers 
and  lay  persons,  contact  Dr.  K. 
David  Hines,  assistant  to  the 
President,  at  (919)  658-2502. 

For  information  about  MOC's 
full  schedule  of  spring  semester 
classes,  call  the  Admissions 
Team— Dianne  B.  Riley,  Tim 
Woodard,  or  Eric  Weeks— at  (919) 
658-2502  or  1-800-653-0854. 


COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Tuesday,  January  5,  Registration  for  spring  semester  begins  and 
continues  through  Thursday,  January  14.  Contact  Dianne  B. 
Riley,  director  of  Admissions. 

Tuesday,  January  12,  Spring  Convocation,  Dr.  Penny  B.  Ziemer, 
Mount  Olive  College  English  Professor,  Seymour  Johnson 
Air  Force  Base  program,  11  a.m.  College  Hall. 

Monday,  January  18,  High  School  Visitation  Day,  an  opportunity 
for  students  and  their  families  to  visit  the  MOC  campus,  Col- 
lege Hall,  beginning  9  a.m.  Contact  Dianne  B.  Riley, 
director  of  Admissions. 

Saturday,  January  30,  Church  Basketball  Night,  a  special  event 
for  churches  of  MOC's  sponsoring  body,  Mount  Olive  College 
Trojans  host  the  Pfeiffer  Falcons,  College  Hall,  women's 
game  at  5:30  p.m.,  men's  game  at  7:30  p.m.  Admission  for 
Free  Will  Baptists  is  $1.  Contact  Dianne  B.  Riley,  director  of 
Admissions. 

Thursday,  February  k,  North  Carolina  Shakespearean  Com- 
pany, 8  p.m.,  downtown  auditorium. 

Tuesday,  February  23,  Third  Annual  Harrison  Memorial  Lec- 
ture, Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke  Universi- 
ty, 9  a.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel. 

For  general  information,  contact  Patti  O'Donoghue,  director  of  Public  Information, 
at  (919)  658-2502.  For  admissions  information,  contact  Mrs.  Riley  at  1-800-653-0854; 
Mount  Olive  College,  514  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 


IF 


The  Third  Annual 

Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 

Guest  Lecturer:  Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University 
Durham,  North  Carolina 

Tuesday,  February  23,  9:30  a.m. 
Rodgers  Chapel  •  Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Schedule  of  Events: 

Registration   9:00  a.m. 

Lecture  One   9:30  a.m. 

Break  and  Refreshments   10:30  a.m. 

Worship  Service  11:00  a.m. 

Luncheon  and  Dialogue  12:00  noon 

Lecture  Two   1:30  p.m. 


Details  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  February  edition  of  the  Baptist. 

Contact  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  Assistant  to  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  at  919-658-2502. 


January  1993 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  SINGERS  TRAVEL  TO  WASHINGTON,  DC,  TO  PERFORM 
AT  A  DINNER  HONORING  THE  FORMER  AMERICAN  HOSTAGES  HELD  IN  LEBANON 


The  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  prepare  to  attach  the  group's  sign  to  the  College  van  before  traveling  to 
Washington,  DC.  The  Singers  were  invited  by  the  American  Task  Force  for  Lebanon  to  perform  during  a  din- 
ner honoring  the  former  American  hostages  held  in  Lebanon.  Nido  Ft.  Qubein  of  High  Point,  a  member  of  the 
ATFL  board  of  directors  and  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College,  was  master  of  ceremonies  for  the  gala  event. 

The  Singers  helped  to  honor  former  hostages  David  S.  Dodge,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Weir,  Father  Lawrence 
Martin  Jenco,  Terry  Anderson,  Joseph  Cicippio,  Dr.  Jesse  J.  E.  Turner,  Alan  Steen,  Robert  Polhill,  Jeremy 
Levin,  David  Jacobsen,  and  Frank  Regier. 

President  George  Bush  and  former  presidents  Richard  Nixon,  Gerald  Ford,  Jimmy  Carter,  and  Ronald 
Reagan  were  also  invited. 

Pictured  before  leaving  campus  are  (from  left)  Sara  Lynn  Lawhorn  of  Four  Oaks,  Philip  Crawley  of 
Hubert,  Cynthia  Kennedy  of  Lucama  (a  member  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Johnston  County),  Christy  Brew- 
ington  of  Dunn  (a  member  of  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Harnett  County),  Singers  Director  Irene  Patten,  Beth 
Crawford  of  Faison,  Drew  Edwards  of  Raleigh,  and  Buddy  Jones  of  Plymouth  (a  member  of  Plymouth,  First 
Church).  In  back,  Kevin  Easom  (attends  Goldsboro,  First  Church),  Jeff  Celeste,  and  Cliff  Cuddington  of 
Goldsboro  ( a  member  of  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Wayne  County ) ,  Bobby  Boyd,  and  Michelle  Troutman  of  Mount 
Olive  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


Free  Will  Baptist  student  is  recognized  for 
service  as  a  Peer  Advisor  at  Mount  Olive 
College--MOC  sophomore  Christian 
Waters,  a  member  of  Saint  Mary's  Church  in 
New  Bern,  is  shown  with  Freshman  Faculty 
Advisor  Melba  Keathley.  Waters,  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Waters,  received  a  cer- 
tificate of  appreciation  for  his  service  as  a 
Peer  Advisor  in  MOC's  Freshman  Orienta- 
tion Program.  He  and  Professor  Keathley 
met  with  a  class  of  freshmen  each  week, 
August  through  November,  helping  the  new 
students  adjust  to  college  life  both  per- 
sonally and  academically  (photo  by  Patti 
O'Donoghue). 
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CHURCH  TIES  LEAD  SUSAN  BAILEY  EASOM 
TO  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 


Mount  Olive  College  senior 
Susan  Bailey  Easom  says  she  has 
been  a  member  of  Goldsboro  First 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  "ever 
since  I  can  remember."  Her 
parents,  Wayne  and  Mary  Bailey, 
are  members.  She  remembers 
her  grandparents,  the  late  Roy 
and  Ola  Mae  Bailey,  taking  her 
and  her  sister  to  church  when  the 
girls  were  very  young. 

"I  was  raised  in  the  church," 
she  says.  "I  did  everything  as  far 
as  youth  activities.  We  par- 
ticipated in  fund  raisers— car 
washes,  carnivals.  I  went  to  the 
gift  support  dinners.  It  seems  like 
I've  always  known  about  Mount 
Olive  College." 

When  Ms.  Easom  graduated 
from  Charles  B.  Aycock  High 
School  in  1988,  she  decided  to  at- 
tend another  college  and  did  so  for 
one  semester. 

"That  was  a  mistake,"  she 
says.  "It  was  lonely  there.  I 
realized  I  wanted  to  be  closer  to 
home— and  Mount  Olive  is  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  college— I  figured  I 
would  feel  more  comfortable 
here." 

So  in  the  spring  of  1989,  Ms. 
Easom  enrolled  at  Mount  Olive, 
planning  to  major  in  business. 
"After  a  while,  I  found  I  was  more 
interested  in  psychology  and 
changed  my  major,"  she  says. 

Another  interest  blossomed  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  In  August  of 

1989,  she  began  commuting  to  the 
MOC  campus  with  Kevin  Easom, 
a  former  classmate  at  Norwayne 
Junior  High  and  at  C.  B.  Aycock. 

We  became  reacquainted  and 
began  dating,"  she  recalls.  "We 
got  married  on  December  28  of 

1990.  "  Easom  is  also  a  psychology 
major  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Singers.  The 
Easoms  are  members  of  Psi  Chi, 
the  National  Honor  Society  in 
Psychology.  He  serves  as  vice 
president  of  the  group. 

January  1993 


Mount  Olive  College  senior  Susan  Bailey  Easom,  a  member  of  Goldsboro,  First  Church,  is 
pictured  with  her  husband,  Kevin  Easom  (right),  and  MOC  Psychology  Professor  Dr.  C.  Ray 
Taylor,  following  the  induction  of  new  members  into  Psi  Chi,  the  National  Honor  Society  in 
Psychology.  Dr.  Taylor  is  advisor  to  Psi  Chi. 


An  important  dimension  of 
MOC's  psychology  major  is  prac- 
tical knowledge  gained  through 
the  College's  co-operative  educa- 
tion program.  Ms.  Easom  taught 
at  the  Edgewood  Developmental 
School  in  Goldsboro  for  her  co-op 
experience. 

"I  taught  pre-school,  handi- 
capped students  two  days  a 
week,"  she  says,  "It  was  play  to 
learn,  like  tying  shoes,  buttoning 
buttons.  Some  children  were 
learning  to  talk. 

"It  was  exciting  because  what 
they  learned  represented  major 
milestones  in  their  lives,"  she 
says.  "I  fell  in  love  with  the 
children." 

"My  classroom  experiences 
here  have  been  good,  also,"  she 
says.  "And  my  senior  year  has 
been  enlightening.  You  learn  a  lot 
of  different  things,  but  it  all  seems 
to  come  together  in  your  senior 
year." 

For  the  future,  Ms.  Easom 
plans  to  work  in  an  institution  that 
serves  those  with  disabilities. 
"Right  now,"  she  says,  "I  am 


really  looking  forward  to  my  first 
job." 


Robert  Stroud  (left)  and  Kevin  Dilda  (right) 
helped  sell  the  new  fall  season  books  from 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Press  at  a  recent 
Bridge  Builders'  Banquet  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  of 
Ayden,  served  as  the  major  printer  for  the 
1992  fall  season  of  MOC  Press  books. 
Among  the  new  books  were  Cecil  Cahoon's 
biography,  A  Chosen  Vessel:  The  Luke  H. 
Wetherington  Story,  and  Barbara  Anderson 
Mapp's  cookbook,  Just  Like  Grandma  Used 
to  Make.  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  editor  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  in  Ayden,  said,  "We 
are  glad  to  be  the  primary  printer  for  the 
new  books  from  the  MOC  Press.  It's  amaz- 
ing how  many  books  we  are  printing  this  fall 
season"  (photo  by  Pepper  Worthington). 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE'S  DINING  HALL- STUDENT  CENTER  PROGRESS  REPORT 

The  dining  hall-student  center  on  Mount  Olive  College's  main  campus  has  progressed  to  the  point  that  the 
inside  walls  are  in  place,  the  color  scheme  has  been  selected,  furniture  is  being  chosen,  and  features  for  the 
grounds  are  being  designed. 

Tableware  is  being  purchased  and  MOC's  friends  are  invited  to  provide  place  settings.  A  single  place  set- 
ting costs  $35  and  consists  of  17  pieces  (dishes,  glasses,  stainless  steel  utensils,  and  a  serving  tray).  Six  hun- 
dred place  settings  are  needed. 

Approximately  $350,000  is  still  required  to  complete  the  $2  million  campaign  for  the  facility.  An 
anonymous  donor  has  pledged  the  last  $100,000  if  gifts  and  pledges  of  $250,000  are  secured  by  June  1,  1993. 

When  this  new  building  is  completed,  students  will  have  the  advantage  of  food  service  and  student 
development  offices  near  the  dorms  and  classrooms.  College,  church,  and  community  events  will  be  held  in  a 
large,  comfortable,  air-conditioned  facility. 

The  building  will  change  the  face  of  the  campus,  much  as  College  Hall  has.  Today,  it  is  hard  to  imagine 
Mount  Olive  College  without  College  Hall,  and  future  students  will  only  hear  "war  stories"  of  the  days  when 
the  cafeteria  was  downtown. 

The  College  expects  to  transfer  all  operations  from  downtown  to  the  main  campus  by  fall  of  1993.  The 
original  building  is  fast  becoming  a  chapter  in  MOC's  history.  A  new  era  has  begun. 


IT'S  TIME  TO  SET  THE  TABLE  FOR  THE  NEW  DINING  HALL 
At  Mount  Olive  College 

New  dishes,  glasses,  stainless  steel  utensils  and  serving  trays  (17  pieces)  will  cost  $35  for  each 
place-setting.  We  invite  you  to  "set  the  table"  for  one  or  more  of  our  students  and  for  your  use 
when  dining  at  the  College.  The  new  Dining  Hall  will  open  in  the  spring  of  1993. 


Yes,  I  want  to  provide. 


place-setting(s)  at  $35  each:  Total  Gift  $. 


Donor 


Address 


City. 


State. 


Name  of  Church 


Zip 


If  you  wish  your  place  setting(s)  to  be  in  honor  or  in  memory  of  designated  persons,  please  indicate  below: 

In  Memory  of: 


In  Honor  Of: 

1.  NAME  

Address  

City  


State  . 


Zip 


Make  check  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College  and  mail  to: 
Dining  Hall  Project,  Mount  Olive  College, 
514  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


1.  NAME 


Send  notice  to: 

Namp 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 
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MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE 


CHURCH  BASKETBALL  NIGHT 


SATURDAY 
JANUARY  30, 1993 

Mount  Olive  College 

vs 

Pfeiffer  College 

5:30p.m.  Women's  Game 
7:30p.m.  Men's  Game 

There  will  be  a  free  throw  competition  during  half-time  of  the  men's  game- 
designate  your  "best  shooter"  to  compete! 

Special  recognition  to  the  church  with  largest  attendance. 

COLLEGE  HALL 

(special  ticket  $1.00) 
To  reserve  your  tickets,  call  the  Admissions  Office  today! 
919-658-7164  or  1-800-653-0854  (NC  only) 


"NASHVILLE  LIMITED" 
April  22-26,  1993 

Cragmont  is  offering  a  new  and  exciting  trip  this  spring.  We  have  planned  a  trip  to  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The 
price  includes  travel  cost  by  motor  coach,  four  nights  lodging  (two  at  Cragmont  and  two  at  Opryland  Hotel),  bag- 
gage handling,  "Crook  and  Chase"  TV  show,  admission  to  Opryland,  dinner  on  the  General  Jackson,  and  meals  at 
Cragmont  (including  Thursday's  evening  meal,  Friday  and  Monday  breakfasts).  All  of  this  costs  only  $350  per  per- 
son. This  EXCLUDES  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  not  designated  above. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  begin,  Thursday,  April  22,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by  motor 
coach,  with  several  stops  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

On  Friday,  April  23,  we  will  travel  to  Nashville,  and  take  in  the  "Crook  and  Chase"  show. 

Saturday,  April  24,  because  we  are  staying  at  the  Opryland  Hotel,  the  shuttle  will  be  available  to  take  you  to 
and  from  the  Opryland  Park  as  often  as  you  wish,  at  no  extra  cost.  On  Saturday  evening,  we  will  enjoy  the  dinner 
cruise  on  the  General  Jackson  riverboat. 

On  Sunday,  April  25,  we  will  return  to  Cragmont  for  evening  vespers  in  the  Cragmont  Chapel. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  come  to  an  end  Monday,  April  26, 1993.  The  bus  will  leave  after  breakfast  to  return  to 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

Because  of  limited  space,  we  will  only  be  able  to  accept  forty  people.  Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please  return  the  completed  reservation  form,  along  with  $100 
non-refundable  deposit*,  per  person.  The  second  payment  of  $125  per  person,  is  due  by  February  1,  and  the  final 
payment  of  $125,  per  person,  is  due  March  1.  Please  honor  these  deadlines  for  payment,  because  we,  too,  have 
payments  that  must  be  made  for  our  activities  and  stay  in  Nashville. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  get  away.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle 
of  planning  and  driving. 

'We  will  need  to  have  35  people  to  sign  up  by  February  1,  1993,  or  the  trip  will  be  canceled  and  all  money  will  be  refunded. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Mail  to:  "Nashville  Limited,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 

NAME:  SEX:   

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:   

PHONE:  (Day)   (Night)   

CHURCH:   

For  health  reasons,  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room?  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here:  


FEBRUARY  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP: 


MARCH  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:   
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TESTIMONY  OF 
PAVLTNA  TSCHITOVA 


Pavlina  Tschitova 


Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

I  praise  the  Lord  that  I  can 
write  to  you  and  that  I  have  the 
possibility  to  work  with  Lydia  and 
Willem  van  der  Plas. 

I  am  twenty-four  years  old, 
single,  and  living  with  my  retired 
parents  and  my  grandmother  in 
Varna.  Varna  is  the  third  largest 
city  in  Bulgaria,  the  second  in 
cultural  events,  and  the  first  in 
tourism. 

Before  I  came  to  work  with  the 
van  der  Plases  as  a  translator- 
secretary,  I  worked  as  a  recep- 
tionist at  Golden  Sands. 

I  became  a  Christian  in  April 
1991.  Before  that  time,  like  every 
Bulgarian,  I  knew  that  there  was 
a  God,  but  I  thought  that  He  was 
just  for  the  old  people.  Some  very 
unusual  things  happened  to  me  in 
the  spring  of  that  year;  they  were 
very  important  and  changed  my 
life  forever. 

At  that  time,  I  met  my  first 
Christian  teacher;  her  name  is 
Tanja.  She  taught  me  to  pray  and 
invited  me  to  join  in  church  wor- 
ship on  Sundays.  Following  Tan- 
ja's  advice,  I  saw  that  prayer 
helped  me  to  solve  my  problems. 
This  proved  to  me  that  God  is 
alive.  I  thought  about  this  matter 
for  a  long  time.  At  the  end  of 
September  1991,  I  was  baptized. 

I  met  Willem  and  Lydia  van  der 
Plas  in  the  most  difficult  time  of 
my  life,  August  1991.  I  was  in  the 
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middle  of  the  road:  on  one  side 
were  my  relatives  and  my 
friends,  and  on  the  other  side  was 
Christ  with  His  salvation.  He 
brought  me  His  love  and  better 
life. 

But  I  did  not  know  much  about 
Christ  at  that  time.  Willem  and 
Lydia  helped  me  very  much  in 
this  situation  to  make  the  best 
decision.  They  showed  me  what  it 
really  means  to  live  with  Christ 
and  they  helped  my  parents  to  ac- 
cept me  as  a  Christian.  Now,  my 
parents  do  not  give  me  problems 
when  I  go  to  church.  I  am  very 
thankful  and  praise  the  Lord  that 
I  can  work  with  the  van  der  Plas 
family.  It  is  a  joyful  thought  to 
spread  God's  Word  all  over  my 
beautiful  country,  Bulgaria.  I  am 
growing  as  a  Christian  because  of 
Lydia  and  Willem. 

Praises  and  glory  to  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ! 

Greetings  from  Bulgaria.  God 
bless  you  all. 

Pavlina 

PRINTING  NEW  OFFICE 

by  the  Rev.  Andrino  R.  Segay 

Last  July  1,  1992,  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  budget  year  1992-93  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Philippines.  Along  with  that  mat- 
ter, the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
F.W.B.C.  Philippines  decided  to 
transfer  the  Office  of  Printing  to 
the  front  of  the  building.  The 
department  had  been  in  the  back 
of  the  office/house  which  housed 
many  of  the  Puerto  Princesa  City, 
Palawan,  operations.  We  are  so 
thankful  for  the  decision  they 
made  because  we  believe  that  this 
will  be  a  great  help  and  provide  us 
with  many  customers.  Aside  from 
that,  it  is  valuable  for  us  to  put  up 
a  sign  board  above  the  Printing 
Department,  wherein  the  people 
can  easily  find  or  detect  our  of- 
fice. 

The  expenses  in  renovating  the 
new  Office  of  Printing  were 
shouldered  by  the  Administration 
Department,  in  cooperation  with 
the  Printing  Department.  The 
gross  of  expenses  was  about  three 


thousand  pesos.  Today,  our  office 
is  accessible  to  everyone  who 
needs  printing. 

Meanwhile,  the  Printing 
Department  was  in  the  process  of 
buying  a  new  xerox  machine,  a 
special  project  of  our  brethren  in 
North  Carolina,  for  the  upgrading 
in  the  said  department.  While 
waiting  for  the  new  copier,  the 
said  department  is  not  idle.  We 
are  still  using  some  different 
machines  that  are  in  the  depart- 
ment to  produce  job  orders; 
although  we  believe  we  cannot 
give  the  full  efficiency  of  printing 
quality. 

The  motto  of  the  Printing 
Department  is,  "We  Print  and 
Copy  Your  Needs  Through  Our 
Printing  Quality."  We  say  this 
because  we  believe  that  we  can  do 
it  through  the  help  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  He  is  our 
Master  in  doing  job  orders 
(Philippians  4:13).  In  addition  to 
that,  we  believe  that  God  is  using 
us  in  many  ways  (Corinthians 
12:1-31).  He  has  given  us  different 
gifts  to  serve  and  to  glorify  Him. 

COMPUTER  UPGRADE 

by  the  Rev.  Andrino  R.  Segay 

One  of  the  pieces  of  equipment 
available  in  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  Philippines  is  the  com- 
puter. It  is  valuable  in  saving  and 
filing  written  documents.  The 
computer  and  printer  are  about 
five  years  old  now. 

I  discovered  in  October  that  the 
computer  was  not  functioning 
good.  I  looked  at  the  manual  to  see 
the  source  of  the  problem.  I  found 
out  that  there  were  some  parts 
that  were  defected,  the  IC  that 
connects  the  RAM.  Then  I  went  to 
one  of  the  computer  service  shops 
in  town.  After  diagnosing,  they 
found  out  that  the  defected  area 
was  on  the  IC,  the  same  result  as 
my  findings.  We  tried  to  find 
spare  parts  in  town,  but  nothing 
was  found.  Because  of  necessity, 
we  decided  to  replace  the  com- 
puter. In  so  doing,  the  capacity 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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load  was  upgraded. 

Before,  our  computer  had  the 
capacity  load  of  640  kb  base 
memory  size ;  the  new  system  has 
a  total  sum  of  1,024  kb  memory 
size,  while  the  main  processor  has 
80,286  mega  bytes.  In  other  words, 
there  is  much  more  capacity  load 
now  than  before. 

We  praise  God  for  the  up- 
grading of  the  computer.  We 
count  that  a  blessing  from  the 
Lord! 


CHARMS 


This  article  is  the  beginning  of  an  endeavor 
sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  to  share  tips 
or  ideas  which  could  enhance  the  efforts  of  Christian 
Education  in  our  churches.  We  realize  that  is  it  the 
task  of  the  church  to  help  its  people  to  grow  as  Chris- 
tians. So,  to  that  end,  we  will  be  providing  games, 
activities,  bibliographies,  methods  of  teaching, 
characteristics  of  different  age  groups,  bulletin 
board  ideas,  and  other  aspects  of  Christian  nurture. 

If  your  church  has  used  any  activity  for  growth 
or  has  any  ideas  to  share  with  our  people,  please 
send  that  information  to  Mrs.  Mary  Dudley,  Route  1, 


Box  430,  Deep  Run,  NC  28525.  Be  sure  to  include  any 
copyright  information.  Let  us  join  together  to  help 
each  other  to  fulfill  this  urgent  task  of  bringing  out 
the  best  we  can  in  each  person. 

FEBRUARY  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Divide  the  class  into  4  or  5  groups.  Provide  a 
large  heart  cut  from  construction  paper  for  each 
group.  Make  each  heart  a  different  color.  Write 
either  Bible  verses  for  the  day's  lesson  or  concepts 
to  be  learned  on  each  heart.  Cut  the  hearts  into  ir- 
regular pieces.  Let  the  members  find  their  groups 
by  matching  the  heart  color.  When  they  have  done 
so,  let  each  group  discuss  the  Bible  verse  or  concept 
on  their  heart.  Each  group  could  even  pantomime 
the  message  and  let  the  rest  of  the  group  guess  what 
was  on  the  heart. 

2.  Make  valentines  concerning  God's  love  by 
writing  an  appropriate  Bible  verse  on  heart-shaped 
cards  and  send  them  to  sick  or  shut-ins. 

3.  Bulletin  Board: 


Let  Jesus  Come  Into  Your  Heart 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


DISASTER  RELIEF  FUND 


On  December  2,  1992,  it  was  our  privilege  to  send  a  check  in  the 
amount  of  $4,128.25  to  Samaritan's  Purse,  Boone,  NC,  for  the  Florida 
Hurricane  Disaster  Relief  Fund.  The  following  letter  was  also  sent: 


December  2, 1992 

Samaritan's  Purse 
P.O.  Box  3000 
Boone,  NC  28607-3000 

Dear  Sirs: 

The  enclosed  check  represents  contributions  from  our  churches  for  the  hur- 
ricane relief  efforts  in  Florida.  We  realize  that  we  are  much  later  than  many  others  in 
our  efforts;  however,  we  also  know  that  rebuilding  is  a  long-term  matter. 

On  Monday,  November  30, 1  called  your  office.  I  was  pleased  with  what  I  heard 
and  appreciate  so  much  your  organization.  Our  people  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
their  contributions  will  be  channeled  through  churches  in  the  area. 

A  receipt  for  the  enclosed  amount  will  be  appreciated. 

In  Christian  Service, 


C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 


For  several  weeks,  we  sought  to 
determine  where  to  send  the 
money.  Thus,  after  talking  with 
those  in  the  Samaritan's  Purse 
organization,  and  after  discussing 
the  matter  with  several  others,  in- 
cluding the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley 
who  helped  in  the  coordination  of 
the  relief  efforts,  we  chose  this 
organization.  We  learned  that 
more  than  90  percent  of  donations 


and  contributions  reaches  the 
designated  charities.  We  also 
learned  that  Samaritan's  Purse  is 
still  actively  involved  in  the 
Homestead,  Florida,  area.  Dr. 
Franklin  Graham,  son  of 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham,  is  the 
founder  of  this  relief  organization. 

In  addition  to  the  check  of 
$4,128.25,  $550  was  sent  on  an 
earlier  date  directly  to  a  family  in 


the  Homestead  area.  Also,  a 
check  in  the  amount  of  $550  was 
sent  to  Louisiana,  which  was  also 
hit  by  Hurricane  Andrew.  The 
total  raised  by  our  churches  was 
$5,778.25. 

Twenty  of  our  churches 
responded  to  our  Convention's 
disaster  relief  efforts.  Contribu- 
tions were  also  made  by  several 
Free  Will  Baptist  auxiliaries  and 
organizations,  as  well  as  several 
contributions  made  directly  by  in- 
dividuals. 

The  goods  that  have  been 
donated  would,  of  course,  total 
several  hundred  dollars.  These 
goods  have  been  taken  to  Florida 
by  Brother  David  C.  Hansley. 

Please  accept  our  thanks  for 
your  response  to  this  effort.  We 
know  there  were  a  number  of  our 
churches  that  contributed  through 
other  organizations.  As  noted,  our 
efforts  came  much  later  than 
others;  however,  the  end  result  is 
the  same.  We  like  to  know  that  we 
have  helped  out  in  such  a  worthy 
cause. 

THE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE 

An  article  in  the  November 
1992,  issue  of  Reader's  Digest,  en- 
titled, "Let  Us  Pray,"  raised  the 
question  as- to  why  the  voice  of  the 
people  cannot  be  heard  on  prayer 
in  schools.  A  Digest  poll  revealed: 
Eighty  percent  of  Americans 
disapprove  of  the  Supreme 
Court's  ruling  that  banned 
prayers  at  graduation 
ceremonies.  Seventy-six  percent 
say  that  manger  scenes  should  be 
allowed  in  schools.  Over  half,  53 
percent,  agree  that  it's  right  for  a 
school  to  post  the  Ten  Command- 
ments in  classrooms.  Fifty-nine 
percent  said  they  would  more 
likely  vote  for  a  candidate  for 
President  or  Congress  who 
favored  prayer  in  public  schools. 

The  voice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple leaves  no  doubt  as  to  its  Chris- 
tian and  religious  convictions  and 
background.  Why,  then,  is  the 
voice  of  the  people  not  being 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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heard  and  responded  to?  It  seems 
that  we  have  allowed  others  to 
speak  for  us  (such  as  the  ACLU) 
for  too  long.  Christians  need  to  be 


heard,  and  in  no  uncertain  terms. 
A  democracy  is  supposed  to  be  the 
"rule  of  the  people"  and  that 
means  the  majority  of  the  people. 


May  we  work  and  pray  for 
changes  that  will  bring  us  back  on 
course,  the  course  that  most 
Americans  believe  in. 


CENTRAL  MEN  MEET 

by  Randy  Beaman 

The  Central  Conference 
Layman's  League  met  at  Peace 
Church,  near  Pinetops,  NC,  on 
December  7,  1992.  The  host 
church  served  a  delicious  meal  of 
barbecued  pork  and  chicken,  with 
all  the  trimmings.  The  host 
church  gave  the  program  for  the 
evening.  It  consisted  of  a  very  in- 
spirational devotion  by  the  Rev. 
Larry  Letchworth,  who  was 
visiting  with  us  from  Harmony 
Church.  The  special  music  was 
provided  by  a  local  group  con- 
sisting of  Teresa  and  Durwood 
Corbett  and  Janice  and  Gregg 
Owens.  They  did  an  excellent  job 


and  we  enjoyed  them  very  much. 

President  George  Moore  pre- 
sided over  the  business  session. 
Highlights  from  the  session  in- 
clude : 

—  An  upcoming    Spring  Singspira- 
tion; 

—An  upcoming  Ladies'  Night  to  be 
hosted  by  First  Church,  Greenville; 

—A  decision  to  help  support  our 
youth  by  sponsoring  "Christian 
Writing"  at  the  State  Youth  Con- 
vention. Several  local  church  Lay- 
man's League,  along  with  the  State 
Layman's  League  and  Conference 
Layman's  Leagues,  have  raised 
money  for  this  cause. 


We  had  an  attendance  of  110  for 
the  evening,  with  twelve  of  those 
being  pastors.  Thank  you, 
pastors,  for  your  precious  sup- 
port. We  raised  $197.25  for  the 
evening.  Our  next  Central  Con- 
ference meeting  will  be  held  on 
March  1,  1993,  at  Free  Union 
Church,  located  between  Snow 
Hill  and  Walstonburg,  NC,  on 
State  Road  1239. 

Supper  will  be  at  7  p.m.  and  the 
meeting  will  start  at  8. 

Please  come  join  us,  men!  The 
Lord  needs  you  in  His  army! 


THE  LAYMAN 

Leave  it  to  the  ministers  and  soon  the  church  will  die; 

Leave  it  to  the  women  folk,  the  young  will  pass  it  by; 

For  the  church  is  all  that  lifts  us  from  the  coarse  and  selfish  mob, 

And  the  church  that  is  to  prosper  needs  the  layman  on  Ihe  job. 

When  you  see  a  church  that's  empty,  though  its  doors  are  open 
wide, 

It's  not  the  church  that's  dying,  it's  the  laymen  who  have  died; 
For  it's  not  by  song  or  sermon  that  the  church's  work  is  done; 
But  by  the  laymen  of  the  country  who  for  God  must  carry  on. 

—Edgar  A.  Guest 


January  7 
January  11 


March  1 
June  7 

September  13 
December  6 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Layman's  League  State  Board  Meeting,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow 
Hill,  NC;  7  p.m. 

Layman's  League  Promotional  Committee,  Elmer  Harrell's  office, 
Snow  Hill,  NC;  7  p.m. 

UPCOMING  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  MEETINGS 

Free  Union  Church,  7  p.m. 
Aspen  Grove  Church,  7  p.m. 
Grimsley  Church,  7  p.m. 
Winterville  Church,  7  p.m. 


If  you  would  like  to  organize  a  Layman's  League  or  need  information  on  the  Layman's  League,  please 
contact  Elmer  Harrell  (747-2894)  or  John  Newton  (823-3049). 

The  Layman's  League  wishes  all  of  you 
a  safe  and  happy  new  year! 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


A  GOD  OF  BLESSINGS 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

God  told  Abraham  to  take  Sarah,  his  wife,  and  leave  his  home,  family,  and  friends  in 
Haran  and  go  to  a  new  land  that  God  would  show  him.  God  also  told  Abraham  that  he  would 
be  the  beginning  of  a  great  nation  of  people. 

So  Abraham  and  Sarah  left  Haran.  Abraham's  nephew,  Lot,  and  Lot's  wife  also  left  with 
them.  They  packed  up  their  belongings  and  went  into  the  Land  of  Canaan.  There  Abraham 
built  an  altar  to  the  Lord. 

Eventually,  there  was  a  famine  in  Canaan.  Because  there  was  a  shortage  of  food, 
Abraham  left  Canaan  and  went  to  Egypt.  By  the  time  he  left  Egypt,  he  was  a  rich  man— he 
had  a  large  number  of  cattle  and  a  large  amount  of  gold  and  silver. 

Abraham  had  been  very  obedient  and  had  trusted  God  to  take  care  of  him  wherever  he 
had  gone.  Because  of  Abraham's  faithfulness  and  obedience,  God  had  greatly  blessed  him. 
If  we  obey  God,  He  will  surely  bless  us,  too. 

Find  a  secret  message  by  writing  the  letter  that  comes  before  each  given  letter. 


BCSBIBN     XBT     TFWFOUZ-GJWF  ZFBST 


PME     XIFO     IF     MFGU     IJT     IPNF  JO 


I  B  S  B  O. 
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PREPARING  ARTICLES 
FOR  PUBLICATION 


The  staff  at  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press  is  always  ready  to  help 
you  get  your  news  items  and  ar- 
ticles published.  Following  are 
some  tips  for  making  the  process 
easier. 

1.  Typewrite  all  copy.  Use  8^ 
x  11  inch  paper;  smaller  paper 
can  get  lost  or  misplaced.  Do  not 
strike  over  letters,  and  make  all 
erasures  as  neat  as  possible.  Be 
sure  that  the  typewriter  ribbon 
gives  a  clear  copy. 

2.  Keep  a  copy  of  all  material 
typed.  This  will  avoid  the 
possibility  of  having  to  redo  the 
item  in  case  of  loss. 

3.  Indicate  the  title  of  the  arti- 
cle approximately  two  inches 
down  from  the  top  of  page  one. 
Leave  an  inch  and  a  half  at  the  top 
of  each  succeeding  page;  and  for 
convenience  of  editing,  please 
number  succeeding  pages.  Type 
on  one  side  of  page  only. 

4.  Leave  a  margin  of  at  least 
an  inch  on  both  sides  of  paper. 

5.  Never  write  perpendicular- 
ly in  the  margin. 

6.  Write  no  more  than  one  arti- 
cle on  a  sheet. 

7.  Do  not  divide  a  word  be- 
tween pages.  Avoid  dividing 
words  between  lines  as  much  as 
possible. 

8.  Clip  pages  together,  using 
paper  clips.  Do  not  staple  pages. 

9.  Read,  reread,  and  correct 
your  own  copy  before  submitting 
this.  This  is  most  important  and 
will  expedite  matters  greatly 
toward  early  publication. 

10.  If  words,  phrases,  or 
sentences  are  of  particular  impor- 
tance to  the  point  of  needing  to  be 
emphasized,  indicate  such  by 
underlining  or  underscoring. 


11.  Observe  and  practice  the 
proper  rules  of  grammar  and 
punctuation,  inasmuch  as  possi- 
ble. 

12.  Prepare  your  articles  and 
reports  as  early  in  advance  as 
possible  so  as  not  to  delay  their 
publication.  It  should  be  noted 
that  all  articles  for  publication 
should  be  in  no  later  than  thirty 
days  in  advance.  For  example,  ar- 
ticles for  publication  in  the  March 
issue  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  by  February  1.  (When  the 
first  is  on  Sunday,  they  should  be 
in  the  hands  of  the  editor  on  Mon- 
day.) It  is  most  important  that 
everyone  observe  this.  Late  copy 
delays  the  publication  and  causes 
problems  on  all  fronts. 


13.  Remember  that  all  items  to 
be  published  should  be  submitted 
in  typed  form.  Items  should  not  be 
phoned  in. 

14.  Churches  and  pastors 
wishing  to  announce  their 
availability  should  note  that  this 
information  is  run  as  space  per- 
mits. It  should  also  be  noted  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  way  anyone 
but  the  minister  himself  can 
relate  his  availability.  (In  the 
past,  churches  have  tried  to  make 
such  an  announcement  for  their 
pastors.  You  can  imagine  the 
problems  this  causes! ) 

15.  It  should  always  be 
remembered  that  the  editor 
makes  the  final  decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  something  is 
deemed  worthy  of  printing. 

16.  Send  articles  to  the  follow- 
ing address:  Janie  Jones  Sowers, 
Editor,  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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FOR  YOUR  CONVENIENCE 


Sit  down  and  think  for  a  few  minutes  about  your  church.  What  activities  do  you  think  others  would  like  to 
know  about?  Use  the  space  below  to  write  about  your  church  and  its  activities.  See  Page  30  for  preparation 
details.  When  writing,  remember  to  relate  the  who,  what,  where,  and  when. 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

PERKINS  LIBRARY 

SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM  NC  27706 


06/23/07 


me 


ptmmm  of 


AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

KINSTON  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

123  North  Queen  Street 
Kinston,  NC  28501 

NEW  BERN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

315  Middle  Street 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 

WILSON  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 

1101  Downing  Street 
Wilson,  NC  27893 
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FEBRUARY  1993 


THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 


Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 

Standard  Publishing's  Vacation  Bible  School  adventure  introduces  you 
to  some  remarkable  creatures:  reliable  ravens,  lock-jawed  lions,  talking 
donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 

VBS  Showing 
Monday,  March  8,  1993 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
7:30  P.M. 
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LOVE  IS 


SHOWING  INTEREST 


by  Dr.  Kay  Kuzma 

Too  many  marriages  break  up 
because,  after  a  few  years  of  mar- 
riage, the  couple  finds  that  their 
interests  just  aren't  the  same  any 
more.  Well,  that's  a  feeble  excuse 
for  a  break-up! 

A  couple  can  have  a  very  satis- 
fying marriage,  even  an  exciting 
one,  and  still  have  different  in- 
terests—as long  as  each  chooses 
to  be  interested  in  the  other 
spouse's  interests. 

Different  interests  can  destroy 
a  marriage  only  if  they  take 
valuable  time  away  from  your 
spouse;  they  can  cause  resent- 
ment and  bitterness.  But  you 
don't  have  to  let  that  happen. 

Let  me  tell  you  how  a  couple  of 
my  friends  have  solved  the  "in- 
terest" problem. 

Wilbur  was  born  with  a  snorkle 
and  spear-gun  in  his  hand.  Not 
long  after  he  married  Martha, 
they  moved  to  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  beach.  Wilbur  coaxed  Mar- 
tha to  come  along  when  he  went 
fishing,  but  the  water  petrified 
her— and  she  hated  the  smell  of 
fish.  So  Martha  stayed  home  and 
listened  to  classical  music  and 
read  while  Wilbur  took  off  with  his 
beach  buddies. 

After  months  of  lonely 
weekends  and  constant  complain- 
ing, Martha  decided  that  if  she 


couldn't  change  him  she  might  as 
well  join  him.  So,  off  she  went  to 
the  beach,  book  in  hand.  Wilbur 
was  thrilled  to  have  her  along, 
and  ended  up  spending  less  time 
in  the  water  and  more  time 
among  the  tide  pools,  where  Mar- 
tha felt  comfortable  going.  And 
reluctantly,  Martha  even  learned 
to  cook  his  seafood  dishes— even 
though  she  never  ate  them 
herself. 

The  result?  More  time  spent 
together,  and  a  more  satisfying 
marriage.  And  believe  it  or  not, 
Wilbur  could  even  be  seen  occa- 
sionally at  the  symphony! 

If  you  feel  like  a  golf  or  tennis 
widow,  it's  your  own  fault.  You 
can  take  lessons;  you  can  learn 
how  to  keep  score;  you  might 
even  drive  the  golf  cart.  And  you 
can  always  cheer  from  the 
sidelines  even  though  you  may  be 
a  real  klutz  on  the  tennis  court. 

The  best  example  that  I  know  of 
choosing  not  to  let  different  in- 
terests rob  a  couple  of  time 
together  is  a  ministerial  couple 
near  retirement  age— Lisa  and 
John.  John  had  always  had  a 
dream  of  crossing  the  country  on 
a  motorcycle.  Lisa  just  wasn't 
that  kind  of  woman.  She  was  soft 
and  feminine,  and  I  couldn't  im- 
agine 64-year-old  Lisa  on  a  motor- 
cycle. Then,  at  a  church  con- 


ference one  summer,  I  ran  into 
my  old  friends  and  asked  them 
what  they  had  been  doing  recent- 
ly. "Oh,"  replied  Lisa,  "we've 
just  traveled  across  half  of  the 
United  States  on  a  motorcycle." 

"You've  got  to  be  kidding,"  I 
exclaimed.  "A  motorcycle?" 

"Yes,"  she  said  with  a  giggle  as 
she  pulled  her  goggles  out  of  her 
purse.  "John  and  I  are  having  a 
ball.  I  never  thought  I'd  ever  do 
anything  like  this,  but  John  has 
wanted  to  do  it  all  his  life.  I  was 
too  scared  to  let  him  go  alone,  so  I 
picked  up  my  courage  and  bought 
a  sleeping  bag,  and  here  I  am ! ' ' 

I  believe  it's  fine  for  couples  to 
have  different  interests.  The  key, 
however,  is  to  make  sure  that 
your  spouse  knows  you  are  in- 
terested in  his  or  her  interests. 
One  way  to  show  your  interest  is 
by  allowing  your  spouse  to  enjoy 
his  particular  interest  while  you 
come  along.  The  second  way  is  to 
talk  about  the  other's  interest, 
find  articles  about  it,  or  purchase 
gifts  that  support  it. 

And  above  all,  don't  let  your 
divergence  of  interests  drive  a 
wedge  into  your  relationship. 
Don't  let  it  steal  time  away  from 
the  time  you  should  be  spending 
together.  You  can  choose  to  enjoy 
your  spouse's  interests— and  the 
benefit  can  be  all  yours. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


HOW  DO  YOU  SAY 

"I  LOVE  YOU" 
WITHOUT  WORDS? 

One  of  the  most  important  ways 
for  parents  to  show  unconditional 
love  is  to  learn  to  really  listen. 

Here  are  some  guidelines  to 
follow : 

1.  Show  interest.  Look  up. 
Comment  appropriately. 

2.  Don't  correct  your  child's 
speech  while  he  is  talking  to 
you. 

3.  Focus  on  the  hidden  mes- 
sage if  you  think  there  is 
one. 

4.  Don't  contradict  his  story  or 
argue  his  points  of  view. 

5.  Don't  squelch  a  child  when 
he  voices  off-beat  values  or 
conclusions. 

6.  Be  an  active  listener.  Say, 
"Yes;  ah  ha;  I  see,"  "You 
mean  that  .  .  .  . " 

7.  Encourage  your  child  to  talk 
and  to  share  his  values  and 
goals. 

8.  Encourage  your  child  to 
communicate  on  the  feeling 
level. 

9.  Take  your  child  seriously.  If 
he  reports  something  to  you 
that  sounds  unbelievable  or 
far-fetched,  don't  automati- 
cally dismiss  it  unless  you 
have  carefully  and  sensi- 
tively questioned  him  about 
it. 

10.  Allow  your  child  to  com- 
municate both  postive  and 
negative  feelings. 
Love  is  the  most  important  gift 
a  child  can  receive  from  his 
parents.  With  God's  help,  you  can 
learn  to  be  the  sensitive  listener 
and   the   unconditional  "lover" 
your  child  needs  you  to  be. 
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A  Personal  Look  at  1  Corinthians  13 

Read  each  item  below  and  rank  yourself  using  the  following: 
Dismal  failure,  sometimes  but  inconsistent,  good  but  still  needs  im- 
provement, strong  and  consistent. 

1.  LOVE  IS  SLOW  TO  LOSE  PATIENCE. 

I  am  content  to  wait  without  becoming  angry  when  others  fall  below 
the  expectations  I  have  set  for  them. 

2.  LOVE  IS  KIND  AND  CONSTRUCTIVE. 

I  am  cautious  in  my  judgment  toward  others  and  honestly  seek  to  be 
a  healing  rather  than  a  hurting  presence  in  my  relationships. 

3.  LOVE  IS  NOT  POSSESSIVE. 

I  don't  have  to  be  in  control  of  conversations  and  other  situations  in 
my  relationships. 

4.  LOVE  IS  NOT  ANXIOUS  TO  IMPRESS. 

I  can  relax  with  who  I  am  and  don't  have  to  be  the  life  of  the  party  to 
feel  secure. 

5.  LOVE  IS  NOT  ARROGANT  AND  EGOCENTRIC. 

I  don't  have  an  inflated  view  of  my  own  importance  and  often  find 
myself  concerned  about  other  people's  well-being. 

6.  LOVE  HAS  GOOD  MANNERS. 

I  respect  the  rights  and  dignity  of  others  enough  not  to  force  thought- 
less behavior  on  them. 

7.  LOVE  IS  NOT  SELFISH. 

I'm  not  always  concerned  about  the  rights  of  me,  myself,  and  I,  and  I 
find  pleasure  in  the  happiness  and  success  of  others. 

8.  LOVE  IS  NOT  TOUCHY  AND  RESENTFUL. 

I  try  to  understand  others  when  they  hurt  me,  and  I  refuse  to  let 
hostile  feelings  generate  toward  them. 

9.  LOVE  FINDS  NO  DELIGHT  IN  THE  SIN  AND  SHORTCOMINGS 
OF  OTHERS. 

I  don't  have  to  reflect  on  the  flaws  in  other  people  in  order  to  rest 
easy  with  myself. 

10.  LOVE  REJOICES  WHEN  RIGHT  REIGNS  AND  TRUTH 
PREVAILS. 

I  get  excited  when  injustices  are  corrected  and  am  angry  enough  to 
pay  the  price  of  involvement  when  someone's  rights  are  violated. 

11.  LOVE  HAS  STAYING  POWER  UNDER  PRESSURE. 

I  persevere  when  the  easier  route  is  to  run  and  abandon  someone  I 
was  once  committed  to. 

12.  LOVE  EXTENDS  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THE  DOUBT. 

I  discount  the  validity  of  rumors  and  gossip  and  continue  to  believe 
the  best  about  people  until  facts  prove  otherwise. 

13.  LOVE  SEES  WITH  EYES  OF  HOPE. 

I'm  captivated  by  the  potential  in  people  and  am  very  much  aware 
that  what  they  are  is  not  what  they  can  be. 

14.  LOVE  REFUSES  TO  QUIT. 

When  I'm  tempted  to  throw  in  the  towel  on  a  person  or  cause,  I  pray 
for  a  second  wind  and  hang  tough  to  the  end. 
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BUILDING  SELF  ESTEEM  IN  TEENS 


by  Dr. 

A  successful  parent  helps  teenagers  accept 
themselves,  like  themselves,  and  be  glad  they  are 
who  they  are.  Successful  parents  help  their  young 
people  realize  their  value. 

How  do  you  begin?  Here  are  several  things  you 
can  do  to  build  self-esteem  in  your  teenagers. 

1.  Give  them  a  sense  of  belonging. 

Fitting  into  most  of  the  social  groups  which 
make  up  the  teenager's  world  almost  always 
depends  upon  performance,  looks,  economic  stand- 
ing, or  conformity.  If  your  son  is  athletic  enough,  he 
is  sure  to  find  acceptance  among  the  school  "jocks." 
If  your  daughter  is  attractive,  other-centered,  and 
willing  to  conform  to  the  dating  system,  she  can 
count  on  popularity  among  her  peers. 

There  is  only  one  group  which  does  not— or  at 
least  should  not— insist  that  teens  measure  up  to  its 
expectations  before  they  are  accepted:  That  is  the 
family.  It  is  possible  for  you  to  make  your  home  that 
one  place  where  your  teenagers  can  fit  in— in  spite  of 
an  acne  problem,  empty  wallet,  fumbled  football, 
bouts  with  depression,  or  an  inability  to  grasp  ad- 
vanced algebra. 

2.  Resist  the  urge  to  recount  your  former  suc- 
cesses. 

Zig  Zigler  reminds  us  that  when  we  rehearse  our 
accomplishments  from  the  past  with  our  teens, 
"time  dramatically  improves  our  performance."  It 
is  not  uncommon  for  teens  to  become  so  discouraged 
with  trying  to  live  up  to  the  quixotic  stories  and 
embellished  achievements  of  their  parents'  past  that 
they  opt  for  destructive  behavior. 

Competing  with  the  past,  even  if  it  is  not  an  illu- 
sion, is  too  unrealistic  a  burden  to  lay  on  any 
teenager.  So  avoid  the  temptation  to  finish  any 
sentence  which  begins  with,  "What  do  you  mean  you 
can't  do  it?  Why,  when  I  was  your  age— ' '  or  "I'm  not 
one  to  brag,  but—." 

Your  teens  are  bound  to  learn  about  your  past 
laurels  from  old  high  school  yearbooks,  casual 
banter  at  family  reunions,  and  diaries  that  turn  up 
when  you  pack  to  move  to  a  new  house.  If  they 
discover  your  credits  on  their  own,  it  is  liable  to 
endear  you  to  them  and  give  them  a  sense  of  healthy 
pride.  But  if  you  preach  your  past  to  them,  do  not  be 
surprised  by  their  resentment  and  alienation.  Better 
that  you  discreetly  share  your  blunders  than  your 
boasts  with  your  teenagers. 

3.  Caution  them  frequently  that  no  one  can  steal 
their  self-worth  without  their  permission. 

Neither  you  nor  your  teen  is  responsible  for  how 
others  mistreat  you,  but  you  are  accountable  for  how 
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Laurent 

you  react  to  slander,  unjust  criticism,  and  a  vindic- 
tive spirit. 

I  had  a  student  with  a  history  of  low  self-esteem. 
He  was  aware  of  his  susceptibility  to  depression  trig- 
gered by  anyone  who  criticized  his  efforts.  We  talked 
often  about  how  his  true  self-worth  was  derived  not 
from  his  performance,  nor  from  the  opinions  of 
others,  but  from  the  fact  that  God  had  made  him  who 
he  was.  He  had  to  stop  allowing  people  or  cir- 
cumstance to  steal  his  self-esteem. 

One  day  in  my  office,  I  saw  the  lights  go  on  in  his 
head  and  a  smile  come  across  his  face.  It  was  not 
long  afterwards  that  I  heard  he  had  placed  a  poster 
with  three  meaningful  words  over  the  bookshelf  in 
his  dorm  room:  Don't  allow  it! 

Saint  Augustine  once  observed,  "People  travel 
to  wonder  at  the  height  of  mountains,  at  the  high 
waves  of  the  sea,  at  the  long  courses  of  the  rivers,  at 
the  vast  compass  of  the  ocean,  at  the  circular  motion 
of  the  stars— and  they  pass  by  themselves  without 
wondering." 

4.  It's  never  too  late  to  focus  on  your  teenager's 
inner  qualities. 

We  learn  not  to  expect  much  in  the  way  of 
physical  attractiveness  in  our  newborns  for  the  first 
few  weeks.  Though  they  grow  into  fine  looking 
children,  each  of  our  babies  has  been  characterized 
by  a  head  remarkably  misshapen  from  its  trip  down 
the  birth  canal,  a  scalp  as  hairless  as  a  billiard  ball, 
and  a  funny  little  scowl  that  could  curdle  Similax. 
Cabbage  Patch  "preemies"  have  nothing  on  any  of 
them. 

So  when  our  third  child  was  born,  I  stood  outside 
the  hospital  nursery  window  watching  the  nurse 
bathe  her,  thanking  God  for  the  smooth  delivery,  re- 
joicing in  her  good  health,  and  praying  for  God  to 
help  us  raise  our  daughter  to  be  a  committed  Chris- 
tian woman.  Presently  a  fellow  member  of  the 
church  softball  team  came  along  to  view  the  baby 
and  congratulate  me. 

It  was  humorous  for  me  to  see  him  taking  in  that 
lopsided  head,  bald  pate,  wrinkled  brow,  and 
toothless  scowl.  Not  knowing  me  very  well,  I'm  sure 
he  felt  that  he  had  to  say  something  appropriate.  He 
went  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 

"Hey,  hey!  What  beauty,  huh?  You're  going  to 
have  a  hard  time  keeping  the  guys  away  from  that 
one.  She's  going  to  be  a  real  heartbreaker! " 

I  knew  that  he  meant  no  harm,  but  his  comment 
got  me  thinking  about  the  imbecilic  system  we  have 
for  evaluating  human  worth  in  this  country.  Almost 
from  the  day  of  their  births,  we  condition  our  sons 
and  daughters  to  believe  that  their  self-worth  is 
wrapped  up  in  their  physical  appearance. 
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I  overheard  a  young  woman  say  that  girls  do  not 
spend  all  that  time  and  money  on  cosmetics  because 
they  are  dumb  or  vain.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  in- 
telligent enough  to  know  that  guys  can  see  better 
than  they  can  think! 

One  of  the  greatest  lessons  a  child  can  learn  is 
the  meaning  behind  the  verse,  "The  Lord  does  not 
see  as  man  sees.  Man  looks  at  the  outward  ap- 
pearance, but  the  Lord  looks  at  the  heart."  It  would 
be  a  good  idea,  when  we  are  with  our  teens,  if  we 
could  focus  on  things  which  last.  Perhaps  if  we  took 
every  opportunity  to  compliment  them  on  their 
character,  integrity,  and  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  as  it  is 
evidenced  in  their  lives,  we  might  see  them  better 
handle  their  struggle  with  self-esteem. 

5.  Help  them  experience  satisfaction  and  find 
balance  with  their  physical  appearance. 

As  crucial  as  it  is  to  encourage  your  teen  to  focus 
on  his  internal  qualities,  the  fact  is  that  there  will 
probably  be  times  when  he  can't  see  the  "eternal" 
because  the  "temporary"  is  driving  him  to  distrac- 
tion. 

Having  a  teenager  who  is  inordinately  vain 
about  his  good  looks  is  a  problem.  But  is  it  less  vain 
or  destructive  for  a  teen  to  be  self-consumed  with 
what  he  considers  to  be  a  physical  flaw?  I  was  ex- 
tremely self-conscious  and  rendered  socially 
dysfunctional  in  my  early  teen  years  by  a  chipped 
front  tooth.  After  being  teased  by  some  kids  at 
school  about  my  "Bucky  Beaver"  grin,  it  became 
difficult  for  me  to  look  people  straight  on  when  talk- 
ing with  them,  and  I  eventually  developed  a  crooked 
smile  which  remains  with  me  today.  My  confidence 
level  skyrocketed  the  weekend  I  had  my  teeth 
capped. 

Whether  you  need  to  connect  with  an  orthodon- 
tist for  braces,  an  optometrist  for  contact  lenses,  a 
dermatologist  for  skin  care,  or  even  a  plastic 
surgeon  for  help  with  a  crooked  nose,  your  teen's  ap- 
preciation will  make  the  expense  worth  it.  It  may 
free  them  up  to  go  deeper  when  they  are  no  longer 
plagued  by  a  surface  problem. 

6.  Remind  them  often  of  their  inestimable 
worth. 

I  believe  that  it  is  God's  desire  that  our  teens 
value  themselves  in  accordance  with  the  price  He 
has  placed  upon  them.  Your  teenager  is  worth  the 
death  of  Jesus  Christ. 

My  sixteen-year-old  son  and  I  have  a  better 
understanding  of  that  price  because  of  a  severely 
broken  leg  he  suffered  in  a  skiing  accident  when  he 
was  seven.  For  some  reason  there  was  no  doctor 
available  to  set  his  bone  on  that  raw  February  even- 
ing, so  the  decision  was  made  to  get  him  through  the 
night  with  pain  shots. 

My  nerves  were  on  edge  and  my  heart  breaking 
with  compassion  as  I  sat  in  his  darkened  hospital 


room,  listening  to  his  quiet  weeping  turn  to  crying 
and  eventually  to  feverish  screaming.  I  felt  totally 
helpless  and  gladly  would  have  offered  both  of  my 
legs  for  breaking  if  it  would  have  alleviated  the 
smallest  part  of  his  suffering. 

Eventually,  the  pain  was  so  intense  and  his  fear 
of  another  hypodermic  needle  so  vivid  that  he  called 
me  over  to  his  bed.  "Dad,"  he  begged  me,  "you've 
got  to  promise  me  something!" 

"What  is  it,  son?"  I  replied,  unable  any  longer  to 
restrain  my  own  tears. 

"Don't  let  them  stick  me  again!"  he  implored. 

Scarcely  a  moment  later,  the  nurse  called  me  in- 
to the  hallway  and  said,  "Mr.  Laurent,  your  son  is 
waking  this  whole  wing  up.  I  have  instructions  to 
help  him  get  to  sleep." 

I  was  relieved  to  hear  that  and  wondered  why 
they  hadn't  done  so  earlier.  "Fine,"  I  answered. 
"How  are  you  going  to  do  it?" 

"I  have  to  give  him  another  injection.  I  need  you 
to  hold  him  down  for  me." 

I  pinned  my  son's  spindly  arms  to  the  bed  as  the 
nurses  whipped  the  sheet  off  his  body  and,  for  the 
fifth  time  that  night,  jabbed  him  in  his  bottom  with 
the  hypodermic. 

His  eyes  were  as  big  as  saucers  as  he  stared  at 
me  and  let  out  a  scream  that  pierced  me  like  cold 
steel:  "DA- A- A- A- A- ADD! " 

For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  understood  the 
Father's  side  of  the  Cross. 

The  day  before  His  death  at  Golgotha,  Jesus  in- 
formed His  best  friends  that  He  would  be  crucified 
and  that,  in  the  end,  even  they  would  betray  Him. 
They  were  vehement  in  their  denial  and  pledged 
their  loyalty  to  Him.  In  view  of  what  happened  on 
Friday,  His  next  words  surely  came  from  the  human 
side  of  the  God-man.  "But  I  will  not  be  alone,  for  my 
Father  will  be  with  me." 

Jesus  spoke  several  times  as  He  hung  on  the 
Cross  for  six  hours  between  Heaven  and  Hell.  But  to 
me,  His  most  poignant  speech  occurred  at  the  mo- 
ment He  fully  realized  the  price  which  sin  was  to  ex- 
act. Bleeding  to  death  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  He 
became  aware  of  something  which  had  never  hap- 
pened since  before  the  dawn  of  time.  "My  God!  My 
God!  Why  have  you  forsaken  me?" 

Did  God  the  Father  hear  His  only  Son  crying, 
"DA- A- A- A- A- ADD! "  when,  because  Jesus  became 
my  sin,  His  own  father  turned  away  from  Him? 

If  I,  having  been  created  in  the  image  of  God,  in- 
stinctively was  ready  to  sacrifice  all  of  my  limps 
that  night  just  to  repair  my  son's  leg,  what  might  the 
Father-heart  of  God  felt  on  the  dark  afternoon  His 
Son  was  murdered?  The  more  basic  question, 
though,  is,  why  did  He  allow  it? 

The  answer  for  you  and  your  teenager  is  that 
you  both  are  worth  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ.  You 
are  that  much  loved. 
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ESSENTIAL  SKILLS  AND 

QUALITIES  FOR 
CHRISTIAN  LEADERSHIP 


K.  David  Hines,  Assistant  to  the  President,  Mount  Olive  College 


Sometimes  our  children  receive  the  wrong 
message.  On  the  playground,  the  tallest,  the  fastest, 
the  strongest,  and  the  most  coordinated  become  the 
leaders.  Other  children  will  quickly  learn  to  emulate 
their  local  stars  as  well  as  those  who  rise  to  the  top  of 
the  athletic  world. 

Sometimes  the  message  learned  on  the  play- 
ground does  not  carry  over  well  into  the  church.  We 
are  all  too  willing  to  place  in  leadership  the  person 
who  can  put  on  a  good  show  and  look  good  in  the  pro- 
cess. If  this  doesn't  work,  we  will  look  to  the  one  who 
can  "speak  loudly  and  carry  a  big  stick."  Somehow 
these  views  do  not  seem  consistent  with  the  Lord  of 
the  church,  who  came  to  "serve  rather  than  be 
served." 

Am  I  suggesting  that  congregations  do  not  need 
strong  leadership?  Absolutely  not!  I  am  suggesting 
that  the  essential  skills  and  qualities  for  leadership 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God  are  different  from  those  seen 
on  the  playgrounds  of  America.  Samuel  had  this 
same  problem  when  the  time  came  for  a  king  to  be 
anointed  to  replace  Saul.  When  he  saw  Eliab,  one  of 
the  sons  of  Jesse,  he  thought,  "Surely  the  LORD'S 
anointed  is  before  him"  (1  Samuel  16:6).  Samuel 
found  himself  guilty  of  making  the  same  kind  of  has- 
ty judgments  that  we  often  make:  judging  based 
only  on  appearance.  God  has  a  different  standard: 
"Do  not  look  on  his  appearance  or  on  the  height  of 
his  statue,  because  I  have  rejected  him;  for  the 
LORD  sees  not  as  man  sees;  man  looks  on  the  out- 
ward appearance,  but  the  LORD  looks  on  the  heart" 
(1  Samuel  16:7).  The  following  paragraphs  list 
characteristics  of  those  who  will  dare  to  be  Christian 
leaders. 

Commitment  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ 

Effective  Christian  leaders  recognize  first  of  all 
that  they  serve  under  the  Lordship  of  Christ,  who  in 
Paul's  language  is  the  head  of  the  body.  This  first 
quality  is  a  commitment  and  provides  a  perspective 
for  leaders. 

As  a  commitment,  it  involves  the  surrender  of 
one's  life  to  Christ.  In  Matthew  16:24,  Jesus  stated: 


"If  any  man  would  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me."  The 
idea  of  self-denial  is  one  of  the  most  frequently 
misunderstood  concepts  in  the  New  Testament. 
Often,  well-meaning  Christians  will  view  self-denial 
as  "doing  without  something  they  would  like  to 
have."  Self-denial  means  much  more— it  relates  to 
"who  is  in  control."  Christian  leaders  willingly  relin- 
quish control  of  their  lives  to  Christ. 

This  understanding  of  life  as  lived  under  the 
Lordship  of  Christ  should  impact  the  way  we  seek  to 
exercise  leadership  with  a  congregation.  Sometimes 
we  hear  pastors  saying,  "I'm  the  pastor  of  this 
church.  God  led  me  here."  Such  an  attitude  may 
result  in  a  "my  way  or  no  way"  approach  to  church 
work  (notice:  I  said  church  work  instead  of 
ministry) . 

Christian  leaders,  let's  keep  our  roles  in 
perspective.  Remember  that  we  are  "under 
shepherds."  We  are  servants  of  Him  who  is  the 
head— Jesus  Christ. 


Development  of  Good  Communication  Skills 

One  of  the  vital  roles  of  a  pastoral  leader  is  ar- 
ticulating the  vision  of  the  church.  Effective  pastors 
know  how  to  define  this  vision  clearly  and  share  it 
with  the  congregation.  Some  pastors  know  how  to 
"dream  God's  dreams,"  but  they  lack  the  needed 
skills  in  communication  to  bring  the  congregation  on 
board,  resulting  in  a  confused  church.  W.  Burkette 
Raper,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  shares  a 
quote  which  describes  this  condition:  "The  reason 
for  the  mist  in  the  pews  is  the  fog  in  the  pulpit." 

Some  pastors  are  fortunate  enough  to  be  blessed 
with  out-going,  engaging  personalities  and  find  it 
easy  to  share  a  message  with  others.  The  rest  of  us 
will  just  have  to  work  harder.  We  need  to  under- 
stand: Our  leadership  skills  will  never  exceed  our 
ability  to  communicate.  Effective  communicators 
understand  how  to  utilize  three  mediums  for  getting 
the  message  out:  the  written  word,  the  spoken  word, 
and  visuals. 

Both  the  written  and  the  spoken  word  involve  the 
use  of  language.  While  this  may  sound  nit-picky,  our 
congregations  have  a  right  to  hear  and  read  the 
words  of  their  pastor  in  English  that  is  clear  and 
grammatically  correct.  Due  to  recent  conversations 
with  church  members,  I  have  come  to  realize  that 
the  pastor's  use  of  language  is  important  to  our 
parishioners.  As  a  teacher,  I  refuse  to  grade  papers 
where  the  students  have  butchered  their  native 
tongue.  We  should  not  expect  our  people  to  listen  to 
us  make  grammatical  mistakes  Sunday  after  Sun- 
day. They  will  vote  with  their  feet  (i.e.,  they  will 
begin  attending  another  church  or  no  church  at  all). 

Pastors,  pay  close  attention  to  your  church 
bulletins,  newsletters,  and  personal  letters.  Are 
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these  full  of  spelling  and  grammatical  errors?  Do 
the  sentences  make  sense?  Are  paragraphs  properly 
constructed?  These  items  are  not  optional  for  one 
who  desires  to  be  a  leader. 

What  about  the  visuals?  How  do  your  letters, 
bulletins,  and  newsletter  look?  Visitors  to  your 
church  begin  forming  their  opinions  as  soon  as  they 
arrive.  If  they  are  handed  a  bulletin  that  is  smudged, 
poorly  laid  out,  and  full  of  errors,  they  may  decide 
that  the  leader  of  that  church  is  a  poor  manager  who 
lacks  a  commitment  to  excellence.  They  will  be 
right! 

Allow  me  to  share  some  suggestions  for  improv- 
ing communications  skills:  A)  Let's  commit 
ourselves  to  improving  our  composition  and  speak- 
ing skills.  Buy  a  book  on  grammar  and  composition, 
or  better,  take  a  class.  We  are  never  too  old  to  im- 
prove our  skills.  B)  Keep  a  dictionary  and  a 
thesaurus  at  hand  when  writing.  I  keep  both  of  these 
books  right  beside  my  word  processor.  When  I  am 
not  sure  if  a  word  is  being  used  properly,  I  look  it  up! 
C)  Secure  a  proofreader.  When  we  write,  our  words 
make  perfectly  good  sense  to  us.  However,  they  may 
not  to  someone  else.  A  proofreader  will  spot  errors 
that  may  get  by  the  writer.  D)  Observe  those  who 
are  effective  communicators.  Have  you  ever  lis- 
tened to  Billy  Graham  preach?  He  doesn't  use 
sophisticated  language  or  present  complicated 
ideas.  Yet  he  does  preach  clearly.  The  bottom  line  is 
that  he  communicates.  So  should  we.  E)  Read.  Read 
the  Bible.  Read  the  newspaper.  Read  good 
literature.  Read  biographies.  Read. 

Having  the  Patience  to  Prepare  to  Serve 

After  being  called  to  the  ministry,  we  are  nor- 
mally so  excited  about  getting  on  with  the  work  that 
patience  in  preparation  may  fly  out  of  the  window. 
Our  excitement  for  ministry  will  frequently  lead  us 
to  look  for  shortcuts  in  meeting  the  educational  re- 
quirements established  by  our  conferences.  When  I 
started  college,  I  had  only  planned  on  going  for  two 
years  in  order  to  meet  the  ordination  requirements 
of  my  conference.  Fortunately,  sometime  during 
that  two-year  period  I  realized  that  I  just  did  not 
have  the  skills  needed  to  give  effective  leadership  to 
a  church. 

Jesus  interpreted  the  "great  commandment"  as 
loving  God  with  one's  "heart,  soul,  mind,  and 
strength."  Those  who  love  God  with  their  minds  will 
have  the  patience  and  dedication  to  learn  all  that 
they  can  to  improve  their  effectiveness  as  leaders.  I 
would  argue  that  one  is  not  ready  to  fulfill  the 
"Great  Commission"  until  one  is  ready  to  observe 
the  "Great  Commission." 

In  my  opinion,  a  major  factor  contributing  to  the 
crisis  in  leadership  among  Free  Will  Baptists  is  that 
we  ministers  are  often  not  willing  to  do  the  back- 
breaking  work  necessary  to  develop  leadership 
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skills.  Instead  of  back-breaking,  let's  say  eye- 
straining  and  mind- stretching.  Let's  be  honest— get- 
ting an  education  is  hard  work.  If  it  is  not  hard  work, 
it  is  not  an  education.  I  had  an  eighth  grade  teacher 
who  often  said,  "God  gave  you  your  brain,  and  He 
expects  you  to  use  it."  Our  ignorance  does  not  make 
us  more  spiritual.  On  the  contrary,  a  strong 
spirituality  will  encourage  us  to  strive  for  ex- 
cellence. Loving  Jesus  is  no  excuse  for  in- 
competence. 

Willingness  to  Manage  Our  Personal  Lives 

One  of  the  major  bonuses  of  ministry  frequently 
becomes  its  curse:  freedom.  As  pastors,  we  are 
basically  free  to  set  our  own  agendas  and  work 
schedules.  For  the  most  part,  if  we  are  a  few 
minutes  late  getting  to  the  office,  no  one  really 
notices.  If  we  don't  feel  like  properly  exegeting  the 
texts  of  our  messages,  no  one  will  really  mind.  The 
bottom  line :  A  lazy  person  can  hide  for  a  while  in  the 
ministry. 

Personal  management  is  a  broad  topic.  It  in- 
volves maintaining  a  regular  work  schedule  and 
learning  to  prioritize.  Often,  ministers  work  hard 
but  not  smartly.  In  other  words,  God's  time  just  slips 
through  our  fingers  without  us  really  accomplishing 
anything. 

Personal  management  also  involves  the  way  we 
look  and  conduct  ourselves  in  public.  While  it  is  not 
necessary  for  ministers  to  dress  as  if  they  were  pos- 
ing for  GQ  magazine,  ministers  can  always  be  neat 
and  clean.  Individuals  in  the  business  community 
are  expected  to  wear  the  "uniform"  of  their  work: 
the  business  suit.  So  should  we. 

I  was  making  a  pastoral  call  in  a  local  hospital 
where  I  met  a  fellow  minister  wearing  a  jogging  out- 
fit. I  assumed  that  he  was  there  with  friends  or  fami- 
ly, but  in  conversation  I  learned  that  he  was  making 
his  "rounds"  at  the  hospital.  Was  he  dressed  ap- 
propriately? We  must  each  decide  for  ourselves. 

Don't  misunderstand.  I  am  not  saying  that 
ministers  must  put  on  a  suit  to  cut  their  grass. 
However,  if  we  are  to  be  leaders,  we  need  to  dress 
the  part.  A  neatly  dressed  executive  communicates 
confidence  and  competence.  Aren't  these  ap- 
propriate ways  for  pastoral  leaders  to  be  perceived? 

Conclusion 

There  is  a  tendency  in  our  culture  to  measure 
leadership  by  charisma  (like  on  the  playground).  I 
admit,  charisma  and  charm  can  be  helpful  in  gain- 
ing an  initial  hearing  with  people.  However,  effec- 
tive leaders  are  more  than  charming.  They  are  per- 
sons of  substance  who  know  who  they  are  and  the 
One  to  whom  they  belong.  Christian  leaders  have  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  mission  of  the  church  and 
know  how  to  communicate  that  mission.  They  know 
that  preparing  to  serve  means  a  lifetime  dedicated 
to  the  pursuit  of  excellence. 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT 
THE  CHURCH 


MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
SCHEDULED 

The  annual  meeting  of  the 
membership  of  the  Church 
Finance  Association  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday,  February  16,  at  First 
Church,  Kinston.  The  meeting  will 
begin  at  10:30  a.m.  All  those 
representing  memberships  are 
encouraged  to  attend. 

THANK  YOU 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Morris,  of  1912 
Taylor  Street,  Durham,  NC  27703, 
wishes  to  thank  all  the  in- 
dividuals, as  well  as  the  churches, 
Sunday  Schools,  and  auxiliaries  in 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  for 
all  your  love,  prayers,  cards,  and 
gifts  during  this  Christmas  season 
and  in  1992.  She  sends  all  of  you 
her  love,  with  prayers  that  God 
will  bless  you  as  you  have  blessed 
her. 

A  REMINDER  TO  LEAGUES 

The  North  Carolina  State  Con- 
vention of  Free  Will  Baptist 
Leagues  will  meet  at  Hickory 
Chapel  Church,  Route  4,  Ahoskie, 
North  Carolina,  on  Saturday, 
March  13,  1993. 

Local  Leagues  are  encouraged 
to  have  a  project  during  the  year 
to  raise  money  for  the  State 
League  Convention  expenses 
which  consist  of  (1)  sponsoring  a 
week  at  Cragmont,  (2)  operating 
expenses,  (3)  printing  of  Minutes 
in  the  Yearbook,  (4)  the  state 
project  — Cragmont,  and  (5) 
awards  for  Sword  Drill  winners 
($450). 

Leagues  are  thus  reminded  that 
if  they  have  not  had  a  money- 
raising  project,  there  is  still  time 
before  the  Convention  in  March. 
An  example  of  a  project  Leagues 
might  sponsor  is  to  have  a  sup- 
per—spaghetti, hot  dog,  or 
other— before  prayer  meeting  one 
week. 

In  addition  to  the  quarterlies, 
The    Young   Leaguer   and  The 


Adult  Leaguer,  published  by  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
Margaret  Ard  suggests  that 
videos  on  various  topics  which  are 
available  at  the  Press  and  the 
book,  Spiritual  Intimacy,  by 
Richard  Mayhue  may  be  used. 

A  highlight  of  the  Convention 
each  year  is  the  Sword  Drill.  Each 
church,  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  it  has  a  League,  may  enter  two 
contestants  in  the  Junior  Sword 
Drill  (ages  9-11)  and  two  con- 
testants in  the  Intermediate  Drill 
(ages  12-15)  with  a  contribution  of 
at  least  $25.  It  is  not  too  late  for 
contestants  to  make  preparation 
to  enter  the  contests.  Copies  of  the 
Drills  for  study  may  be  obtained 
from  Miss  Becky  Jo  Sumner, 
Route  4,  Box  410,  Ahoskie,  NC 
27910. 

OPEN  ARMS -YOUTH  RALLY 
Black  Jack  Church 
(Pitt  County) 
Saturday,  February  27,  1993 
7  P.M. 

This  will  be  a  rally  for  young 
and  old  alike  with  fun  and  wor- 
ship. There  will  be  a  live  contem- 
porary band  and  singing.  There 
will  be  puppets  and  testimony  by 
young  people.  There  will  be  a 


message  about  God's  love  and 
salvation,  with  an  altar  call  for 
those  wanting  to  know  Jesus. 

For  more  information,  call 
Glenn  Mills  735-3916  or  734-9314. 

A  NOTE  OF  THANKS  AND 
CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Leonard  B.  Woodall  Jr.  and 
Bessie  A.  Woodall  and  all  their 
children  express  their  heart-felt 
thanks  to  all  the  people,  far  and 
near,  who  have  been  so  kind  and 
thoughtful  to  him  during  his 
serious  illness.  The  prayers,  the 
visits,  the  cards,  the  flowers,  the 
telephone  calls,  the  monetary 
gifts,  and  the  other  acts  too 
numerous  for  us  to  address,  have 
helped  tremendously. 

He  is  much  improved;  however, 
he  is  very  limited  to  what  he  is 
able  to  do.  By  your  love  and  sup- 
port, these  difficult  times  have 
been  made  easier  for  us. 

His  new  address  is: 

Leonard  B.  Woodall  Jr. 
Bessie  A.  Woodall 
112  Linda  Street 
Princeton,  NC  27569-9512 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  A.  B.  Bryan's  new  ad- 
dress is  as  follows:  231  Five 
Points  Road,  Dudley,  NC  28333. 


Bold  New  Vision 


ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF 

THE  EASTERN  CONFERENCE  DISTRICT 
OF 

THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

DATE:  Monday,  February  22,  1993 

TIME:  7  P.M.  (Dinner  Provided  by  Host  Church) 

PLACE :        Juniper  Chapel  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Vanceboro, 
NC 

PROGRAM:  Begins  Sharply  at  8  P.M. 

THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

OnTheMove 
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The  Third  Annual 

Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 

Theme:  "Interpreting  Jeremiah  and  Proclaiming  His  Message " 


Guest  Lecturer: 
Dr.  Lloyd  R.  Bailey 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Tuesday,  February  23,  9:30  a.m. 
Rodgers  Chapel 
Mount  Olive  College 

Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Schedule  of  Events: 

Registration 

9:00  a.m. 

Lecture  One:  "What  Do  We  Know  About  Jeremiah  the  Person?" 

9:30  a.m. 

Break  and  Refreshments 

10:30  ajn. 

Worship  Service 

Sermon:  "Can  There  Be  Gospel  in  a  Real  Estate  Deal?" 

11:00  a.m. 

Luncheon  and  Dialogue 

12:00  noon 

Lecture  Two:  "What  Did  Jeremiah  Say,  and  Why  Did  He  Say  It?" 

1:30  p.m. 

About  the  lecturer. . . 

Dr.  Lloyd  R.  Bailey,  Sr.,  is  an  Associate  Professor  of  Old  Testament  Studies  at  the  Divinity  School,  Duke  University, 
Durham,  North  Carolina,  a  position  he  has  held  since  1971.  He  received  his  Ph.  D.  in  Hebrew  Bible  from  the  Jewish  Institute  of 
Religion,  Hebrew  Union  College.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Mars  Hill  College,  Duke  University,  and  Duke  Divinity  School.  Prior  to  joining 
the  faculty  of  the  Divinity  School,  he  served  as  a  professsor  at  Union  Theogical  Seminary  in  New  York.  He  is  an  ordained  minister 
and  has  served  as  a  pastor  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  scholar  of  international  reputation,  he  is  the  author  of  numerous  books  and  articles.  His  books  include  Where  is  Noah 's 
Ark  (Abingdon  Press)  and  Biblical  Perspectives  on  Death  (Fortress  Press).  His  work  is  included  in  the  Encyclopedia  Americana  and 
The  Interpreter 's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.  He  also  edited  The  Word  of  God:  A  Guide  to  English  Versions  of  the  Bible.  He  holds  several 
professional  memberships  and  remains  active  in  the  work  of  the  North  Carolina  United  Methodist  Conference. 


About  the  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture. . . 

The  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Lecture  was  established  by  the  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison  in  memory  of  his  wife.  The  purpose 
of  the  lecture  is  to  provide  a  medium  for  continuing  education  for  the  ministers  and  lay  persons  of  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Harrison  was  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College  and  Barton  College,  where  she  earned  a  B.  S.  degree  in  elementary 
education.  She  taught  public  school  in  North  Carolina  for  17  Y%  years  before  retiring  in  1986  due  to  illness.  She  was  a  member  of 
Spring  Branch  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  Greene  County  and  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Beamon  and  the  late  Mr.  Charlie  T. 
Beamon  of  Walstonburg,  North  Carolina. 

The  Reverend  Frank  Harrison  is  a  graduate  of  Mount  Olive  College,  Barton  College,  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  has  completed  two  years  of  post-graduate  studies  in  pastoral  care  and  counseling  at  North  Carolina  Baptist  Hospital 
in  Winston-Salem.  Mr.  Harrison  has  served  as  Chaplain  at  Mount  Olive  College  since  1971  and  teaches  courses  in  practical  theology. 


For  further  information  contact,  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  Assistant  to  the  President,  Mount  Olive  College,  919-658-2502. 


DIANNE  B.  RILEY: 
SHE'S  EVERYWHERE! 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Dianne  B.  Riley— she's  every- 
where! You  may  see  her  in  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  bringing  the 
Sunday  morning  message,  on  the 
ski  slopes  with  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Fellowship,  or  giving  a 
struggling  college  student  her  full 
attention. 

You  may  see  her  helping 
facilitate  a  State  Youth  Conven- 
tion meeting  on  a  Saturday  morn- 
ing, conducting  a  Sunday  School 
workshop  at  a  church,  or  engaged 
in  animated  conversation  with 
high  school  students  and  their 
families. 

This  woman,  who  holds  the  title 
of  Director  of  Admissions  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  is  much 
more  than  a  Mount  Olive  College 
employee;  she  is  counselor, 
teacher,  friend.  Her  outreach 
criss-crosses  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  and  extends  much  fur- 
ther. What  she  will  tell  you, 
however,  is  that  she  is  blessed  by 
the  people  she  meets. 

"Never  in  a  million  years  did  I 
know  how  this  job  would  change 
my  life,"  says  Ms.  Riley,  who 
began  her  20th  year  of  service  to 
MOC  December  1.  "It's  been 
more  than  a  joy.  It's  broadened 
my  life.  It's  made  me  a  better  per- 
son. 

"I've  watched  students  mature, 
get  involved  and  excited,  really 
expand  their  lives.  Every  once  in 
a  while  one  of  them  will  call  and 
say,  'I  appreciate  what  you  did  for 
me.'  I  can't  tell  you  what  that 
means  to  me. 

"Another  thing  that's  very 
special  to  me,"  she  says,  "is  that 
wherever  I  go  in  my  travels  for 
the  College,  I  almost  never  need 
to  stay  in  a  hotel  if  I  don't  want.  I 
can  stay  with  so  many  neat 
families  who  have  become  a  part 
of  my  life  over  the  years. 

"There  is  nothing  like  going  to 
bed  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Rabana 
Fowler  of  Saint  Paul's  Church  in 
Elizabeth  City,  because  when  she 


prays  before  you  go  to  sleep,  it  is  a 
special  moment  in  your  life— you 
know  you've  been  prayed  for! " 

Ms.  Riley  also  conducts  retreats 
at  Free  Will  Baptist  camps :  Crag- 
mont,  Vandemere,  and  in  the  Paul 
Palmer  Conference  in  Georgia. 

"I've  been  given  the  opportuni- 
ty to  do  hands-on  teaching  in 
camps,  churches,  and  workshops. 
I've  even  been  invited  to  conduct 
a  revival.  Imagine!  It's  because 
of  those  kinds  of  things  I  am 
enriched." 

As  a  director  at  MOC,  Ms.  Riley 
is  responsible  for  planning,  cam- 
pus enrollment,  and  administra- 
tion. She  supervises  two 
counselors,  two  support  staff 
members,  and  a  student  worker, 
along  with  off-campus  admissions 
as  it  relates  to  high  schools  and 
churches. 

Admissions  directors  are  re- 
ferred to  as  recruiters,  but  Ms. 
Riley  expands  that  role  to  a 
higher  level. 

"I  see  myself  as  more  a 
counselor  than  a  recruiter,"  she 
says.  "As  I  talk  with  students  and 
parents,  I  look  at  their  needs  to 
find  out  what's  best  for  them,  to 
make  a  fit  between  those  needs 
and  what  Mount  Olive  College  has 
to  offer." 


Ms.  Riley  took  a  "year  off"  in 
1982-83  to  further  her  education  at 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  even 
though  she  did  not  really  have  the 
free  time  to  take  on  something  ex- 
tra. 

"The  reason  I  went  to  graduate 
school  for  my  masters  was  so  I 
could  better  equip  myself  to  serve 
the  College  and  the  church. 
Sometimes  teachers  and  pastors 
seek  new  ideas  or  need  assistance 
in  planning.  Sometimes  they  just 
want  to  talk,  put  things  in  focus. 
These  are  areas  where  I  can 
help,"  she  says. 

A  member  of  MOC  Task  Force 
21  Curriculum  Committee,  Ms. 
Riley  is  involved  in  planning 
creative  programs  as  the  College 
moves  beyond  the  nineties. 

"We  are  now  looking  at  great 
possibilities.  Mount  Olive  does  not 
want  to— will  not— stagnate.  I 
don't  know  of  another  college 
where  everybody  wants  to  be  on 
the  cutting  edge  like  we  do  here. 

Ms.  Riley's  days  are  often  16 
hours  long  and  she  may  be  in- 
volved with  college  and  church 
seven  days  a  week.  She  is  quick  to 
point  out  that  her  husband,  Dennis 
G.  Riley,  executive  assistant, 
MWR,  Marine  Corps  Air  Station, 
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New  River,  has  supported  her 
years  of  service. 

"Dennis  goes  on  retreats,  opens 
our  home  to  college  and  church 
young  people,  and  pops  a  lot  of 
popcorn,"  says  Ms.  Riley.  "Den- 
nis has  stayed  alone  a  lot  during 
these  20  years.  His  support  has 
given  me  the  freedom  to  do  what  I 
have  felt  called  to  do.  This  takes  a 
very  special  person,"  she  em- 
phasizes. 

And  there  are  family  times. 
"Dennis'  dad  (Gibson  Riley)  lives 
with  us  and  I  usually  slip  in  a  Sun- 
day afternoon  drive  and  yogurt 
stop  with  him,"  she  says. 

At  MOC,  Ms.  Riley  serves  as  a 
professor  of  religion  and  as  ad- 
visor to  the  campus'  Free  Will 
Baptist  Fellowship.  She  sings  in 
the  Chancel  Choir  and  has  for  15 
years  taught  the  Senior  Sunday 
School  class  at  Saint  Mary's 
Church  in  New  Bern.  There  is 
perhaps  no  area  of  college  or 
church  that  does  not  feel  her  in- 
fluence. 


"What  is  so  neat,"  she  says,  "is 
that  I  can  be  involved  in  ministry 
in  everything  I  do." 


Dianne  B.  Riley 

Mrs.  Riley  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Treat  Brown  of  Selma, 
members  of  Pleasant  Plain  Church, 
Western  Conference.  She  graduated 
from  Micro  High  School,  Mount  Olive 
College,  Barton  College,  and 
Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary. 

She  is  a  member  of  Saint  Mary's 
Church,  in  New  Bern,  and  she  serves 
on  the  Christian  Education  Commit- 
tee for  the  State  Woman's  Auxiliary. 
Ms.  Riley  has  served  in  numerous 
areas  of  FWB  denominational  leader- 
ship. 

She  was  elected  as  one  of  the  44 
original  educational  consultants  in 
North  and  South  Carolina  by  the 
Carolina  Association  of  College 
Registrars  and  Admissions  Officers. 
Her  selection  has  been  renewed  each 
year  since  1986.  Ms.  Riley  has  talked 
with  over  6,000  students  in  this 
capacity  alone. 


SCOTT  BIRCHER  AND  BRIAN 
DAVIS  =  ENTHUSIASM 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Those  who  possess  the  power  of 
enthusiasm  are  blessed.  The  word 
enthusiasm  is  based  on  Greek 
words  and  means  "to  be  full  of 
God."  And  it  is  clear  to  anyone 
who  speaks  with  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege sophomores,  Scott  Bircher 
and  Brian  Davis— they  are  en- 
thusiastic. 

The  youngest  members  of  the 
contemporary  religious  group, 
Covenant,  the  men  share  their  gift 
through  music.  Bircher  is  the 
group's  drummer  and  Davis  is  the 
sound  technician.  Through  these 
talents,  they  hope  to  bring  God's 
message. 

"I  believe  our  music  has  a 
message,"  says  Bircher,  a 
member  of  Core  Creek  Church,  in 
Craven  County.  "I  want  to  keep 
doing  it  forever." 


(From  left  to  right)  Brian  Davis,  Scott  Bircher,  and  Dr.  Hines. 


Davis,  a  member  of  Wilson, 
First  Church,  is  the  acknowledged 
public  speaker  of  the  two.  He  is 
frequently  "on  the  road"  speak- 
ing at  worship  services  with  Dr. 
K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to  MOC 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper. 


"I  believe  the  Lord  has  blessed 
me  with  the  ability  to  speak," 
says  Davis,  "so,  what  better  way 
to  return  my  thanks  than  by  work- 
ing for  Him?" 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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As  students,  the  men  par- 
ticipate in  the  life  of  the  College  in 
a  variety  of  ways— through  sports 
and  through  their  Service 
Scholarships,  helping  at  dinners, 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  other  events. 

Both  are  members  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Fellowship,  and  as 
Bircher  says,  "We  want  to  show 
that  it's  okay  for  young  men  to  be 
Christian." 

Enthusiasm  for  their  music  is 
complemented  by  their  love  for 
the  out-of-doors  and  the  world  of 
sports. 

Bircher,  the  son  of  Jack  and 
Julia  Bircher  of  Cove  City,  is  a 
recreation/leisure  studies  major 
and  is  active  in  the  Recreation 
Majors  Club  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes.  Davis,  the  son 
of  Harold  and  Linda  Davis  of 
Wilson,  is  an  infielder  for  the  Tro- 
jan baseball  team  and  is  president 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes. 

In  fact,  it  was  at  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  youth  encampment  at 
Cragmont  that  the  men  made  the 
decision  to  attend  Mount  Olive 
College. 

"Cragmont  was  a  huge  turning 
point,"  says  Davis,  who  was 
already  enrolled  at  another  col- 
lege. "This  past  summer  Bryant 
Hines  (camp  director)  asked 
Scott  and  me  to  come  as 
counselors.  That  first  day  of 
camp,  we  hit  it  off  right  away.  We 
got  to  know  each  other  and  real- 
ized we  could  be  roommates  at 
Mount  Olive. 

"Mr.  David  (Dr.  Hines)  helped 
us  out,"  Davis  continues,  "I  have 
been  happy  since  I  got  here." 

"I  like  it  here,  too,"  says  Bir- 
cher. "I  was  ready  to  transfer 
from  a  community  college  and  I 
thought,  'What  is  best  for  me?' 
I've  always  known  about  Mount 
Olive  through  church  and  the 
Craven  County  dinner. 

"Granddaddy  [the  late  MOC 
Trustee  S.  Woodrow  McCoy] 
wanted  me  to  come  here.  Tracy 
McCoy,  my  cousin,  comes  here. 
My  grandmother  loves  it.  She 


writes  me  just  about  every 
week." 

"I'm  glad  I  made  the  choice," 
says  Davis.  "The  teachers  are 
more  on  a  one-to-one  basis  here, 
they  are  willing  to  help  you.  When 
I  dislocated  my  shoulder  in  a  fall 
game,  Miss  McCoy  (business  pro- 
fessor) wanted  to  know  what  she 
could  do  to  help  me. 

"At  the  cafeteria,  students  of- 
fered to  carry  my  tray,"  he  says. 
"It's  no  one  person  in  particular. 
Everyone  is  willing  to  help. 

"What  I  like  about  this  college 
is  the  teachers  are  tough— and  I 
appreciate  that,"  says  Davis. 

"You  can  get  to  know 
everybody,  be  friends,  and  have 
an  opportunity  to  do  something 
for  other  people,"  adds  Bircher. 

The  men  are  working  toward 
their  dreams  for  the  future.  "I 
want  to  own  an  athletic  club," 
says  Bircher,  "and  teach  weight 
training  and  proper  exercise  pro- 
cedures." 

"I  plan  to  be  a  part  of  the 
business  end  of  a  sporting  goods 
store,"  says  Davis,  a  business 
management  major. 

Dr.  Hines,  who  plays  dual  roles 
of  teacher  and  friend  to  Bircher 
and  Davis,  says,  "I'm  really 
proud  of  these  guys.  The  more  I 
get  to  know  them,  the  more  I  ap- 
preciate their  special  gifts. 

"As  their  teacher,  I'd  like  to  see 
Scott  and  Brian  become  every- 
thing that  God  created  them  to 
be." 

MARJORIE  PIERCE  IS  NAMED 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TO 
MOC  PRESIDENT 

Marjorie  H.  Pierce  of  Mount 
Olive  has  been  named  executive 
secretary  to  Mount  Olive  College 
President  W.  Burkette  Raper. 
Davor  R.  Royal,  who  served  as 
Dr.  Raper's  secretary  since 
November  1991,  has  assumed  the 
position  of  director  of  Gift 
Records  following  the  death  of 
Janet  Scott  Brown. 

Mrs.  Pierce  has  previous  ex- 
perience working  in  higher  educa- 
tion,   having   served   as  ad- 


ministrative assistant  to  the 
President  at  Sweet  Briar  College, 
Sweet  Briar,  Virginia,  and  as 
secretary  for  Corporate  and 
Foundation  Programs  at  Berry 
College,  Rome,  Georgia. 

She  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  from  Converse  College, 
Spartanburg,  SC,  and  has  done 
further  study  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina  at  Beaufort  and 
The  Citadel. 

She  is  married  to  Sterling 
Pierce,  Mount  Olive  Tribune 
publisher,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Sterling  "Tad"  Pierce 
III  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
Elinor  Pierce  of  Lynchburg, 
Virginia. 

FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 
STUDENTS  NAMED  TO 
PRESDDENT'S  AND  DEAN'S 
LISTS  AT  MOC 

Free  Will  Baptist  students  have 
been  named  to  the  President's 
List  and  the  Dean's  List  at  Mount 
Olive  College  for  the  1992  fall 
semester. 

Students  named  to  the  Presi- 
dent's List  are:  Christian  T. 
Waters,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  War- 
ren Waters  of  New  Bern,  member 
of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Craven 
County;  Dannie  Scott  Faircloth, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dannie 
Faircloth  of  Goldsboro,  member 
of  Riverside  Church,  Johnston 
County;  Kristy  L.  Barwick, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Franklin  Barwick  of  Mount  Olive, 
member  of  Northeast  Church, 
Wayne  County;  and  Anthony  W. 
Thompson,  son  of  Earnestine 
Thompson  of  Lucama,  member  of 
Little  Rock  Church,  Wilson  Coun- 
ty. 

Students  named  to  the  Dean's 
List  are:  Marian  K.  Gainey  of 
Mount  Olive,  member  of  Rooty 
Branch  Church,  Duplin  County; 
Walter  Roy  Tyndall  of  Walston- 
burg,  member  of  Howell  Swamp 
Church,  Greene  County;  Martin 
D.  Lee  of  Benson,  member  of 
Saint  Mary's  Grove  Church, 
Johnston  County;  Angie  Lynn 
Parker,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  B.  Leon  Parker  of  Nashville, 
member  of  Barnes  Hill  Church, 
Nash  County;  Velvet  D.  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royce 
Reynolds  of  Columbia,  member  of 
South  Side  Church,  Tyrrell  Coun- 
ty; Susan  D.  Easom,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Bailey  of 
Goldsboro,  member  of  Goldsboro, 
First  Church,  Wayne  County; 
Elton  F.  Gooding,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Durwood  Gooding  of 
Pikeville,  member  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Wayne  County; 
Charles  R.  McCullen  of  Princeton, 
member  of  Lanwood  Chapel 
Church,  Wayne  County;  and  An- 
drew J.  Garris,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnny  Garris  of  Wilson, 
member  of  Daniels  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson  County. 

The  lists  are  published  to  honor 
students  who  attain  high 
scholastic  standing.  To  qualify,  a 
student  must  be  attending  Mount 
Olive  College  on  a  full-time  basis 
(12  semester  hours  or  more)  and 
must  achieve  a  quality  grade 
point  average  of  4.0  (for  the  Presi- 
dent's List),  or  3.5  or  higher  with 
no  grade  lower  than  a  "C"  ( for  the 
Dean's  List)  for  the  semester  just 
ended. 


Mount  Olive  College  Task  Force  Committee  Meets— Members  of  the  Task  Force  21  Commit- 
tee on  Church  Relations  met  in  January  at  MOC.  Their  discussions  included  plans  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  School  of  Christian  Studies  and  refining  the  new  Free  Will  Baptist  Tuition 
Grant  program.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Gary  Barefoot,  MOC  Librarian,  chair  of  the  committee; 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to  MOC  President  W.  Burkette  Raper;  and  committee  members 
Willis  Brown,  professor  of  science;  the  Rev.  Jeff  Daughtry,  MOC  trustee  and  pastor  of 
Westside  Church,  Lenoir  County;  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey,  pastor  of  Stoney  Creek  Church, 
Wayne  County;  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  executive  administrator,  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists;  the  Rev.  De  Wayne  Eakes,  MOC  trustee  and  pastor  of  Little  Rock  Church, 
Wilson  County;  and  Olga  Ruiz,  professor  of  Spanish,  a  member  of  Mount  Olive  Church, 
located  on  the  College  campus. 

Task  Force  21  was  commissioned  by  President  Raper  to  study  the  College's  mission  and 
create  a  long-term  planning  document  that  addresses  new  challenges  and  opportunities  in 
higher  education.  The  Church  Relations  Committee  is  one  of  seven  Task  Force  committees 
formulating  recommendations  for  future  programs  at  MOC  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


SPRING  PROGRAMS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
You  are  invited 

Thursday,  February  4,  North  Carolina  Shakespeare  Company 
presents  "Globeworks,"  an  exciting  overview  of  key  scenes 
of  some  of  Shakespeare's  most  studied  and  popular  plays 
(an  informal  performance),  8  p.m.,  Downtown  Auditorium. 

Tuesday,  February  23,  Third  Annual  Harrison  Memorial  Lec- 
ture, "Interpreting  Jeremiah  and  Proclaiming  His 
Message,"  Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke 
University,  lecturer,  9  a.m. -3  p.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel. 

Tuesday,  March  16,  Brig.  Gen.  Eldon  W.  Joersz,  commander, 
4th  Wing,  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base,  speaker,  11 
a.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel. 

Tuesday,  March  23,  Women's  History  Month  Lecture,  Dr. 
Pamela  B.  Gann,  dean  and  professor  of  Law,  Duke  Universi- 
ty School  of  Law,  speaker,  7:30  p.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel. 

**Watch  your  next  edition  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  for  details  about  MOC's  next 
Project  East.** 

For  information,  contact  Patti  O'Donoghue,  director  of  Public  Information,  at  (919) 
658-2502.  For  admissions  information,  contact  Dianne  B.  Riley  at  1-800-653-0854; 
Mount  Olive  College,  514  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365. 


ANOTHER  CRAGMONT  NEW 
YEAR  WITH  THE  FREE  WILL 
BAPTIST  FELLOWSHIP 

by  Tracy  McCoy 

Another  year  was  ushered  in 
around  the  fireplace  at  Cragmont. 
A  relaxed  and  fun-filled  weekend 
was  shared  by  all  who  attended 
the  retreat  over  the  New  Year's 
weekend. 

Both  alumni  and  present 
students  enjoyed  a  time  of 
fellowship.  The  topic  of  discussion 
was  "Isn't  it  time  for  Jesus?".  It 
was  led  by  John  Williams, 
manager  of  Cragmont  Assembly. 
Dianne  Riley,  advisor  to  the  Col- 
lege's  Free  Will  Baptist 
Fellowship,  led  us  in  games  and 
some  other  group  activities. 

Our  trip  was  highlighted  with 
skiing,  shopping,  eating,  and  go- 
ing to  the  movies.  The  night  ended 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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with  our  annual  communion  ser- 
vice. Also,  we  had  a  special  time 
for  a  former  Mount  Olive  College 
student,  Becky  Prescott,  as  she 
gets  ready  to  leave  on  a  mission 
trip. 

Each  participant  enjoyed  each 
other's  stories  and  getting  to  know 


each  other  better. 

Tracy  McCoy  is  the  daughter  of  Scottie  and 
Shearin  McCoy  of  Cove  City,  NC.  She  is  a 
junior  at  Mount  Olive  College,  majoring  in 
English  and  Religion,  and  is  a  member  of 
Core  Creek  Church,  Craven  County. 


CHURCH  NEWS  FROM  INDIA 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

We  have  every  reason  to  be 
thankful  to  the  Lord  for  the  con- 
stant blessings  poured  upon  us 
and  the  work  that  we  do.  There 
were  23  conversions  that  took 
place  while  I  was  away  in  North 
Carolina,  the  major  one  being  that 
of  the  family  of  Mr.  Amar 
Bahadur  Singh,  an  inspector  of 
the  Police  serving  at  Bareilly  with 
the  Department  of  Police.  In  the 
beginning,  he  came  because  of  an 
association  with  one  of  the 
families  of  our  church  at  Bareilly. 
After  some  time,  he  himself 
desired  baptism  in  order  that  he 
might  join  the  fold  of  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists.  He  and  his 
wife  were  baptized  on  September 
27, 1992 ;  and  his  two  children  were 
simultaneously  dedicated,  mak- 
ing the  whole  family  of  His 
kingdom.  They  regularly  attend 
church  services  and  contribute  to 
their  capacity. 

Our  Woman's  Auxiliaries  are 
marching  ahead,  being  real 
zealous  in  sharing  the  work  of  the 


gospel  and  visiting  individuals, 
families,  and  the  villages,  as  and 
when  they  find  time.  They  con- 
tribute to  some  extent  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  churches.  It  seems  so 
encouraging  to  see  the  ladies 
moving  with  the  burden  of  the 
gospel  now,  especially  since  there 
was  no  response  from  them  when 
we  started  our  church  work  back 
in  1975. 


The  laity  in  our  churches  are 
sharing  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  and  are  emerging  strongly 
to  help  their  pastors  and  deacons. 
They  celebrated  Sunday  October 
29,  1992,  as  Layman's  Sunday  and 
led  the  entire  worship  service  en- 
thusiastically. They  are  being 
trained  to  give  their  time  and 
money  for  the  support  of  the  work 
of  the  church.  They  are  really  in- 
terested in  being  used  in  the  work 
of  the  church  and  are  coming 
nearer  to  their  pastors.  A  great 
deal  of  work  and  help  are  ex- 
pected from  them  in  the  near 
future. 

Besides  the  above  two  in- 
stances, our  children  are  also 
enlightened  of  the  gospel  message 
and  are  becoming  greatly  in- 
volved in  Sunday  Schools.  They 
developed  a  nice  program  and 
took  the  worship  services  on 
November  22.  They  were  ex- 
cellent and  the  congregation  has 
been  very  happy  with  whatever 
has  been  taught  to  them  in  the 
Sunday  School  services. 

The  17th  Anniversary  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  India 
was  celebrated  with  great  jubila- 
tion by  all  the  church  congrega- 
tions and  the  schools.  I  was  asked 
to  deliver  the  message  and  to  cut 
a  cake  as  a  mark  of  the  celebra- 
tion. Prior  to  that,  a  candle  was  lit 
to  highlight  the  anniversary 
celebration  at  Christ  Church, 
Bareilly.  The  church  was  jam- 
packed  and  about  70  persons  had 
to  stand  at  the  doors  of  the  church 
in  order  to  participate  in  the  wor- 
ship service.  We  thank  the  Lord 
for  this  occasion  and  hope  that 
there  will  be  bigger  opportunities 
than  this  in  the  time  to  come. 
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I  was  asked  about  my  ex- 
periences of  my  visit  to  the  USA 
and  I  was  glad  to  share  all  that  I 
had  seen  and  shared  in  North 
Carolina.  As  I  told  the  facts  of  my 
visit  to  the  churches  here,  I  feel 
that  we  are  very  much  a  part  of 
the  people  in  the  States.  It  is  so  en- 
couraging to  feel  that  we  are 
members  throughout  the  world  as 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  I  was 
also  warmly  received  and 
garlanded  by  the  members  of  the 
church  at  Bareilly  on  November 
25,  1992. 

Because  of  sudden  constant 
rains  for  three  days,  the  rice  crop 
was  damaged  and  a  sizeable  loss 
has  been  caused.  Yet,  as  a  whole, 
we  expect  a  good  yield,  though  not 
to  the  extent  it  was  hoped.  We 
have  already  sown  the  wheat  crop 
after  harvesting  rice.  Since  our 
people  who  came  for  the  conven- 
tion helped  us  in  the  field  in  their 
free  time,  we  saved  a  good  part  of 
money,  which  would  have  other- 
wise been  an  additional  loss  to  us. 

All  our  churches  and  schools 
made  preparations  for  the 
celebration  of  Christmas  with 
great  joy  and  enthusiasm. 
Christmas  is  a  festival  known  by 
our  countrymen,  irrespective  of 
caste  and  creed;  almost  all  re- 
joice in  the  birth  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  exchanging  gifts  and  shar- 
ing with  each  other. 

We  need  your  prayers  for  us 
that  we  might  be  more  effective 
and  vigorous  in  proclaiming  the 
good  tidings  to  our  countrymen, 
so  that  all  will  be  saved  and  come 
under  the  glory  of  God. 
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BIBLE  STUDIES  IN  VARNA 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 

Bulgaria  has  many  so-called  in- 
dependent churches,  which  in- 
itially developed  in  the  times  of 
totalitarian  communism;  they 
call  themselves  "evangelicals." 
Our  Bible  Study  group  at  Varna  is 
attended  by  people  who  belong  to 
such  churches,  all  with  very  dif- 
ferent background  and  culture. 
Most  of  them  are  gypsies,  few  are 
Turkish  and  original  Bulgarians. 

Before  the  lessons  start,  we  sing 
and  pray  together. 

Our  first  studies  were  about  dai- 
ly Bible  reading:  devotional 
reading  and  personal  Bible  study. 
At  the  moment,  we  are  studying 
the  Books  of  Genesis  and  Mark. 
There  is  a  growing  understanding 
of  the  link  between  the  Old  and 
New  Testament  about  the  divine 
call  to  people,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  God's  kingdom  in  Jesus, 
the  Messiah  and  Saviour.  I  teach 
them  to  understand  God's  call, 
His  promises  and  Covenant,  as 
well  as  the  prophecies  which 
came  about  in  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  wonderful  to  share  the 
enormous  riches  and  beauty  with 
God's  children  here  in  Bulgaria.  It 
is  amazing  to  discover  the  pa- 
tience and  perseverance  of  God, 
the  Father,  in  the  way  He 
"searches  for  men."  God  loves 
people. 


Lesson  outlines  are  printed  and 
multiplied  in  the  Bulgarian 
language.  Pavlina  (Paula) 
Chitova  translates  me  during  the 
study  hours  and  we  call  in  the 
assistance  of  others  to  have  our 
materials  understandably 
translated.  These  young  people 
were  not  Christians  but  enjoyed 
working  with  us  and  showed  grow- 
ing interest  in  the  matters  of 
study. 

We  praise  the  Lord  for  His 
guidance  in  our  activities.  It  is  a 
joy  to  serve  in  this  way  and  to  be 
of  value  to  these  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Bulgaria.  The  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  God  at  Varna  at- 
tended our  Bible  Study  last  week, 
and  he  requested  that  we  come 
teach  in  his  church.  We  put  this 
request  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lord ;  and  we  have  no  answer  to  it 
yet.  We  need  time  for  our  plan- 
ning at  Balchik,  as  well. 

We  request  your  prayers  for  vi- 
sion and  wisdom  because  it  is 
written:  "Shall  he  give  a  stone  for 
bread  or  a  scorpion  for  fish?" 

It  is  my  joy  to  write  you  that  we 
pray  for  all  the  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  who  live  in 
America,  Mexico,  India,  Nepal, 
and  the  Philippines.  Prayer  is 
alive  and  well  here  in  this  coun- 
try. A  great  deal  of  the  church 
worship  is  spent  in  singing  and 
concert  of  prayers.  The  sermons 
and  testimonies  are  mostly  short 
and  powerful. 


The  members  of  the  Spring  of  were  supportive  of  the  dedication 
Life  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  service. 


THANKSGIVING 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 

On  November  16,  1992,  after  the 
activities  of  the  Spring  of  Life 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Caroroy,  Calawag  Taytay, 
Palawan,  the  brethren  in  Bethel 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Calawag  Taytay,  Palawan,  were 
invited  to  join  in  their  thanksgiv- 
ing service. 

During  the  said  activities,  all 
the  members  of  Bethel  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  brought  all  kinds 
of  goods  from  their  harvest  and 
offered  them  at  the  altar  of  the 
Lord.  This  offering  is  a  sign  of 
their  love  and  service.  Above  all, 
they  give  praises  to  the  Lord  and 
the  Lord  blessed  them  all. 

The  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong  was  in- 
vited as  guest  speaker  for  the  said 
thanksgiving  service. 

The  Bible  says,  "In  everything 
give  thanks,  for  this  is  the  will  of 
God  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus."  Give 
thanks  to  the  Lord  for  He  is  good; 
His  love  endures  forever. 

CHURCH  DEDICATION 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 

The  Spring  of  Life  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  (SLFWBC)  is 
located  in  Sitio  Caroroy  Barangay 
Calawag  Taytay,  Palawan,  five 
kilometers  from  Barangay 
Calawag. 

The  said  church  was  dedicated 
November  14,  1992.  Pastor  Elmer 
Garcellano  was  the  precider  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  the  Rev.  Pio 
dela  Rosa  was  in  charge  of  cutting 
the  ribbon. 

The  Rev.  Dario  Basingil  was  in- 
vited as  guest  speaker  for  the 
church  dedication.  The  message 
was  taken  from  1  Kings  8:62-66 
and  stressed  three  things  about 
dedication:  first,  What  Dedication 
Is;  second,  How  Dedication  Is; 
and  third,  Why  Dedication  Is 
Necessary. 

Dedication  is  a  part  of  one's  ser- 
vice and  commitment  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Lord,  just  like  in  the 
Book  of  1  Kings  where  all  the 
Israelites  dedicated  the  temple  of 
the  Lord. 


CRUSADE  '92 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 

On  October  15,  16,  1992,  the 
evangelism  team  of  the  Mission 
Department  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  Philippines  (FWBC) 
conducted  a  two-night  evange- 
listic crusade  in  the  municipality 
of  Brooke's  Point,  Palawan.  This 
municipality,  located  almost  two 
hundred  kilometers  from  Puerto 
Princesa  City,  belongs  to  the 
Southern  Palawan  District. 


We  used  two  types  of 
evangelism,  film  and  musical 
evangelism.  Two  areas  were 
visited;  the  first  night  was  held  in 
the  town  proper  of  Brooke's  Point, 
Palawan.  We  invited  Brother  San- 
die  Dizon,  for  Philippine  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  (PCCC),  to  be 
our  projectionist;  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  our  speaker. 

The  last  night  of  evangelism 
(film)  was  held  in  Barangay 
Balacan,  Brooke's  Point, 
Palawan.  The  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong 
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was  our  speaker  that  night.  He 
gave  a  message  concerning  the 
prodigal  son.  We  had  fifty  people 
to  accept  Christ  as  their  personal 
Saviour.  We  pray  for  these  people 
and  hope  they  have  committed 


their  lives  to  become  mature 
Christians,  and  that  He  will  use 
them  in  His  ministry  because  of 
their  commitment. 

The  Bible  says,  "But  you  will 
receive   power  when  the  Holy 


Spirit  comes  into  your  life.  You 
will  tell  about  me  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  and  over  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Judea  and  Samaria  and  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth." 


We  are  already  into  the  second 
month  of  1993,  with  only  seven 
years  left  till  the  year  2000.  The 
idea  of  Christian  education  and 
how  to  accomplish  its  purposes 
have  been  discussed  for  many 
generations.  Many  of  the  resul- 
tant concepts  of  "real"  concern 
for  the  training  of  our  people  have 
been  twisted  and  thwarted  into 
contests  to  build  up  the  sheer 
numbers  of  people  on  Sunday 
School  rolls.  Too  often,  once  the 
people  get  into  a  Sunday  School 
class,  there  is  no  product  to  keep 
them  there  unless  it  is  a  super- 
ficial,   "feel-good,"  instant, 
religion  fix.  It  seems  that  we  have 
forgotten  what   we  Christians 
should  be  all  about.  As  many  peo- 
ple would  have  us  believe,  we  can- 
not relegate  our  Christian  educa- 
tion to  a  one-hour  session  per 
week.    The    idea   of  Christian 
education  needs  to  be  rethought. 
The  provision  for  Christian  train- 
ing should  not  be  totally  in  the 
hands   for   a    Sunday  School 
organization.  It  should,  on  the 
other  hand,  be  the  task  of  the 
whole  church.  We  should  also 
think  more  in  terms  of  Christian 
nurture   rather  than  Christian 
education,    which    has  been 
watered    down    to    mean  a 
developmental  process  which  oc- 
curs in  small  groups  of  classes  on 
Sunday  mornings.  In  his  book 
Christian  Nurture  Through  the 
Church,  Lee  J.  Gable  has  defined 


Christian  nurture  as  "the  total  ef- 
fort of  the  church  to  help  each  per- 
son to  dedicate  himself  to  Christ 
and  to  develop  the  understand- 
ings, the  attitudes,  and  the  skills 
that  he  needs  in  order  to  be  Chris- 
tian in  his  personal  life  and  in  his 
relations  with  others."1  This  task 
is  an  urgent  one  because  we  live  in 
a  steadily  shrinking  and  in- 
terdependent world.  The  needs  of 
people  the  world  over  are  chang- 
ing daily,  probably  more  rapidly 
than  our  ability  to  adapt  to  these 
changes.  The  time  has  come  for 
us  to  ask  some  serious  questions 
concerning  our  Christian  nurture. 

—Are  we  living  in  the  past, 
satisfied  with  our  rituals  and 
traditions? 

—Do  our  rituals  meet  the  needs 
of  our  people? 

—Has  the  9:45-10:45  a.m.  Sun- 
day morning  Sunday  School 
hour  outlived  its  purpose? 

—Are  there  other  ways  to  ac- 
complish the  nurture  of  the 
church  without  relegating  it 
to  an  organization  within  the 
church? 

—Are  we  willing  to  sit  down  and 
honestly  study  these  issues 
and  be  ready  to  change  or 
grow  with  the  times? 

Gable  has  said  that  the  main  ob- 
jectives of  Christian  nurture  for 
any  church  should  include  such 
elements  as  "belief  in  God  and 
relationship  to  Him,  acceptance 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Bible,  the 
Church,  personal  Christian  living, 
the  person  and  his  role  in  society, 
and  a  Christian  philosophy  of 
life."2  These  objectives  can  be  set 
forth  in  goals  for  each  individual 
church  regardless  of  its  location, 
whether  it  has  25  members  or 
1,000  members.  Are  we  willing  to 
accept  the  urgency  of  the  task  of 


Christian  nurture  in  the  "modern- 
day"  society  with  all  its  problems, 
or  are  we  going  to  be  content  to 
pull  in  on  ourselves,  hide  our 
heads  in  the  sands  of  complacen- 
cy, and  continue  to  "play" 
church? 

1.  Gable,  Lee  J.,  Christian  Nurture  Through 
the  Church,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  New  York,  1955,  p.  11. 

2.  Gable,  p.  14. 

MARCH  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Make  a  camera  available  to 
each  Sunday  School  class  to 
record  activities.  Make  a  scrap- 
book.  Periodically,  have  an  infor- 
mal coffee  hour  and  share  the 
scrapbooks.  The  same  idea  could 
be  used  with  a  video  camera. 

2.  Have  a  kite-flying  contest 
between  Sunday  School  classes. 
The  winning  class  can  be  treated 
to  pizza,  ice  cream,  etc.  by  the 
other  classes. 

3.  Develop  a  class  letter 
throughout  the  month  and  send  it 
to  a  missionary  family  (home  and 
foreign). 


MARCH  BULLETIN  BOARD 


FLY  HIGH  WITH 
CHURCH  GROWTH 
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MARK  THIS  DATE  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 

March  12,  1993 

and 

PLAN  TO  ATTEND  THE 

Annual  World  Missions  Conference 

and  Rally 

Sponsored  by  the 

BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


PLACE:  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville 


TIME: 


3:00  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Opening  Session 
Second  Session 
Meal  Break 
MISSION  RALLY 


The  church  location  is  convenient  and  easy  to 
find! 


GREENVILLE  BLVD.  264  BYPASS 


A 


Speaker:  Dr.  William  Bennett 

Dr.  Bennett  is  pastor  of  Houston  North- 
west Baptist  Church,  Houston,  Texas. 
He  is  an  author  and  speaker  at  con- 
ferences throughout  the  year.  He  was 
our  principal  speaker  at  the  1984  World 
Missions  Conference.  You  will  be 
blessed  by  his  ministry. 


PLAN  NOW  TO  ATTEND  AND  BRING  SOMEONE  WITH  YOU. 
Pray  daily  for  a  great  conference. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Phone:  919-746-4963 


FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
ANNUAL  TELETHON  SUNDAY 

A  SPECIAL  DAY  TO  SHOW  CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION 
THROUGH  PRAYER  AND  GIVING. 


MARCH  28,  1993 

THEME:  CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION 
THEME  SCRIPTURE:  MATTHEW  9:36-38 


GOAL  1993:     A  total  of  $90,000  in  gifts  on  this  Sun- 
day. This  goal  can  easily  be  reached  if 
every  church  and  individual  gives  with 
Christian  compassion,  even  as  Christ 
gave  of  Himself  for  the  multitudes. 

Call  in  your  special  offering  between 
1:30  and  5:30  p.m.  Dial:  919-746-4963. 
Your  call  is  an  expression  of  your 
Christian  compassion  for  the  lost  around 
the  world. 

"But  whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  com- 
passion from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him?"  (1  John  3:17). 


DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS 

March  28,  1993 

Revival  only  comes  through  prayer— God  has  promised  revival  in 
these  words:  "If  my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble 
themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways;  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will 
heal  their  land"  (2  Chronicles  7:14). 

If  we  will  obey  in  prayer,  God  will  send  revival.  Friends,  we 
desperately  need  revival.  Please  hear  this  cry  and  PRAY!  Mark  11:24, 
"Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray, 
believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  them." 

CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION  PRAYS  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS. 
PRAYER  GOAL  1993:  All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer  for  revival,  and 
world  missions  during  the  Morning  Worship  Hour  on  March  28,  1993. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28S13 
Phone:  919-748-4963 


February  1993 
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1993  CRAGMONT 
CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULE 

MORNING  STAR 
April  16-18 
Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 

JUNE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 
June  7-12 
Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 

MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 
June  14-17 
Philip  Boykin 
Route  5,  Box  177 
Dunn,  NC  28334 

CHRISTIAN  CADET 

June  21-26 

Gary  Bailey 

112  Crosswinds  Drive 

Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (YFA) 
June  28-July  3 
Scott  and  Janie  Sowers 
Route  1,  Box  106-B 
Farmville,  NC  27828 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (AFC) 
July  5-10 
Doug  Skinner 
817  Lynn  Road 
Durham,  NC  27703 

GENERAL  YOUTH  II 
July  12-17 
Chris  Singleton 
Box  162 

Beulaville,  NC  28518 

GENERAL  YOUTH  I 
July  19-24 
Bryant  Hines 
Box  266 

Cove  City,  NC  28523 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE 
July  26-31 
James  Gurganus 
Route  3,  Box  64 
Newport,  NC  28570 


AUGUST  WOMAN'S 

AUXILIARY 
August  2-7 
Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 

FALL  LIMITED  EDITION 
October  11-14 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  I 
October  15-17 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


CRAGMONT  CLUB  II 
October  22-24 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

CORNERSTONE 
November  26-28 
Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 

CHRISTMAS  LIMITED 

EDITION 
December  2-5 
Cragmont  Assembly 
1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 


Pictured  above  are  scenes  from  our  1992  Christmas  Limited  Edition,  which  was  attended 
by  31  people,  December  3-6,  1992. 

Please  consider  joining  us  for  one  of  our  Cragmont  tours.  We  plan  these  as  economical- 
ly as  possible  for  people  who  want  to  be  free  from  the  hassle  of  driving  and  planning  but  who 
enjoy  travel  and  fellowship.  We  encourage  singles  and  couples  to  join  us.  This  is  a  good  time 
for  husbands,  whose  wives  attend  Cragmont  Women's  Conferences,  to  come  with  their 
wives  to  Cragmont. 
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IT'S  NOT  TOO  LATE:  "NASHVILLE  LIMITED" 
April  22-26,  1993 


Cragmont  is  offering  a  new  and  exciting  trip  this  spring.  We  have  planned  a  trip  to  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The 
price  includes  travel  cost  by  motor  coach,  four  nights  lodging  (two  at  Cragmont  and  two  at  Opryland  Hotel),  bag- 
gage handling,  "Crook  and  Chase"  TV  show,  admission  to  Opryland,  dinner  on  the  General  Jackson,  and  meals  at 
Cragmont  (including  Thursday's  evening  meal,  Friday  and  Monday  breakfasts).  All  of  this  costs  only  $350  per  per- 
son. This  EXCLUDES  persona!  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  not  designated  above. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  begin,  Thursday,  April  22,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by  motor 
coach,  with  several  stops  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

On  Friday,  April  23,  we  will  travel  to  Nashville,  and  take  in  the  "Crook  and  Chase"  show. 

Saturday,  April  24,  because  we  are  staying  at  the  Opryland  Hotel,  the«shuttle  will  be  available  to  take  you  to 
and  from  the  Opryland  Park  as  often  as  you  wish,  at  no  extra  cost.  On  Saturday  evening,  we  will  enjoy  the  dinner 
cruise  on  the  General  Jackson  riverboat. 

On  Sunday,  April  25,  we  will  return  to  Cragmont  for  evening  vespers  in  the  Cragmont  Chapel. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  come  to  an  end  Monday,  April  26, 1993.  The  bus  will  leave  after  breakfast  to  return  to 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

Because  of  limited  space,  we  will  only  be  able  to  accept  forty  people.  Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please  return  the  completed  reservation  form,  along  with  $100 
non-refundable  deposit*,  per  person.  The  second  payment  of  $125  per  person,  is  due  by  February  1,  and  the  final 
payment  of  $125,  per  person,  is  due  March  1.  Please  honor  these  deadlines  for  payment,  because  we,  too,  have 
payments  that  must  be  made  for  our  activities  and  stay  in  Nashville. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  get  away.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle 
of  planning  and  driving. 

*We  will  need  to  have  35  people  to  sign  up  by  February  1,  1993,  or  the  trip  will  be  canceled  and  all  money  will  be  refunded. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Mail  to:  "Nashville  Limited,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 

NAME:  SEX:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:   STATE:  ZIP:   

PHONE:  (Day)   (Night)   

CHURCH:  


For  health  reasons,  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room?  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


FEBRUARY  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  Zl  P: 


MARCH  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:   STATE:  ZIP:   
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SCENES  FROM  CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  PEACE  CHURCH 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

February  11  —  Promotional  Committee  of  the  Layman's  League  Convention,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill, 
NC,  7  p.m. 

February  22— Reorganization  of  the  Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League,  Juniper  Chapel  Church  (near 

Vanceboro,  NC),  7  p.m.  (Call  J.  T.  Wilson  for  information:  919-244-0699.) 
March  1  — Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Free  Union  Church  (state  road  1239,  between  Snow  Hill  and 

Walstonburg),  supper— 7  p.m.,  meeting— 8  p.m. 
March  4— Layman's  League  Board  and  Promotional  Committee,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  NC,  7  p.m. 
March— Central  Conference  Ladies'  Night,  First  Church,  Greenville,  NC,  time  and  date  TBA. 
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SCENES  FROM  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  SUNDAY  AT  FREMONT  CHURCH 


On  Sunday,  November  29,  the 
Layman's  League  of  Fremont 
Church  conducted  the  morning 
service.  John  Newton,  former 
president  of  the  State  Layman's 
League  Convention,  delivered  a 
unique  message  to  the  congrega- 


tion. All  were  blessed  by  his 
presentation. 

During  the  service,  George 
Thomas  was  presented  a  plaque 
in  recognition  of  his  long  and 
faithful  service.  The  Layman's 


League  Choir  led  the  worship  and 
Frankie  Gooding  rendered  a 
special  musical  selection. 

The  Layman's  League  has  led 
Fifth  Sunday  services  at  Fremont 
Church  for  many  years. 


BEDDARD  RETIRES 


(From  left  to 
right)  Mary 
Ann  Daven- 
port, Cliff 
Gray,  Sheila 
Benson,  Dot 
Pierce,  Jerry 
Goff,  Lexine 
Davis,  Elma 
Beddard, 
Bobby  Pen- 
nington, 
Robert  Had- 
den,  Nina 
Fussell, 
Walter 
Reynolds, 
Faye  Avery, 
Gene  Jones, 
and  Janie 
Sowers. 


For  24  years,  Mrs.  J.  T.  (Elma) 
Beddard  worked  at  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press.  On  Wednesday, 
December  30,  1992,  Mrs.  Elma 
entered  the  Foundation's  doors 
for  the  last  time  as  an  employee. 
A  luncheon  was  held  on  her  behalf 
that  day  in  recognition  of  her 
years  of  service. 

CALL-IN  SUNDAY  SCHEDULED 

Sunday,  March  7,  1993,  is  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  Sunday 
Schools'  "Call-In  Sunday."  All 
churches  are  to  call  the  Rev. 
Michael  Ledbetter,  at 
919-567-6419,  or  the  Rev.  Al 
Markuson,  at  919-424-1161,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  2  p.m.  and  4 
p.m.  Be  ready  to  give  the  total 
number  in  Sunday  School  and  the 
total  number  in  Morning  Worship 
for  March  7. 
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Mount  Olive  College's  new  dining  hall-student  union  construction— The  interior  of  MOC's  newest  facility  is  nearing  completion.  Large  win- 
dows have  been  in  place  for  several  weeks,  giving  a  whole  new  look  to  the  construction.  Completion  of  the  building  is  scheduled  for  late 
spring  1993.  The  College  expects  to  transfer  all  operations  (food  service,  music,  and  fine  arts)  from  the  downtown  campus  by  fall  of  1993, 
bringing  MOC's  entire  operation  to  the  main  campus. 

To  help  with  the  numerous  details  in  furnishing  the  new  building,  many  of  Mount  Olive  College's  friends  are  providing  table  settings  for 
the  dining  hall.  A  single  place  setting  consists  of  17  pieces  (dishes,  glasses,  stainless  steel  utensils,  and  a  serving  tray)  and  costs  $35.  Place 
settings  may  be  designated  in  honor  of  or  in  memory  of  friends  and  loved  ones.  Contact  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  Church  Support,  at  (919) 
658-2502  for  information  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


I'm  thirsty  .  .  . 
The  sweet  and  bubbly  stuff 


It  may  be  sugar  free, 

And  give  a  moment's  bliss  to  me, 

But  doesn't  quench  the  thirst  I  feel  inside. 


I'm  hungry  .  .  . 

This  world's  fast-food  stands 

Where  I  am  prone  to  feed— 

The  quick,  cheap  food, 

Though  it  tastes  good, 

Does  not  supply  the  nutrients  I  need. 


Give  me,  O  Lord  .  .  . 

A  drink  of  living  water; 

Serve  me,  O  Lord,  fresh  bread; 

And  nurture  me, 

Until,  dear  Lord,  I'll  be 

A  sturdy  Christian,  from  your  table  fed. 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

OUR  CONFERENCE 
BOUNDARIES 

During  my  years  as  an  ordained 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  I  have 
seen  and  felt  the  changes  and 
struggles  of  our  denomination. 
Some  of  these  changes  have  been 
necessitated  because  of  a  chang- 
ing society.  We  have  confronted 
challenges  of  this  modern  day 
that  have  resulted  in  many 
positive  programs  and  ministries, 
and  for  this  we  should  be  grateful. 
With  the  passing  of  time,  other 
changes  and  adjustments  will 
have  to  be  made.  Let's  hope  and 
pray  that  we  can  meet  the 
challenges  in  such  a  way  that 
growth  will  be  the  result. 

One  thing  that  has  changed  lit- 
tle since  their  inception  are  our 
conference  boundaries;  however, 
this  matter  continues  to  surface  in 
conversation  from  time  to  time. 
The  opinion  that  is  usually  ex- 
pressed is  that  "maybe"  we  ought 
to  "redraw"  our  conference  boun- 
daries. There  are  very  few  who 
now  know  where  these  boundaries 
are.  Geographical  boundaries  do 
change  over  the  years.  Thus,  in 
this  issue  of  "Notes  and  Quotes," 
we  are  going  to  look  back  briefly 
to  the  time  when  our  conferences 
originated.  Most  of  the  informa- 
tion we  are  using  is  taken  from  the 
1976  YFA  Program  Book,  Faith  of 
Our  Fathers,  written  by  the  Rev. 
David  W.  Hansley. 

There  are  seven  conferences 
that  belong  to  our  Convention. 
Later,  we  hope  there  will  be 
others,  since  we  are  now  the  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, allowing  for  membership 
from  other  areas  of  the  country. 
Presently  the  conferences  are: 
Western,  Eastern,  Central, 
Albemarle,  Cape  Fear,  Piedmont, 
and  the  Pee  Dee  Association. 
Before  the  separation  from  the 
National  Association  of  Free  Will 
Baptists,  several  conferences 
from  the  western  part  of  North 
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Carolina  belonged  to  our  State 
Convention. 

Free  Will  Baptists  in  North 
Carolina  had  formed  a  yearly 
meeting,  or  Annual  Conference, 
sometime  before  1752.  At  the  An- 
nual Conference  held  on 
November  11,  1830,  at  Grimsley 
Church  in  Greene  County,  it  was 
decided  that  the  conference  be 
divided  into  two  bodies  for  "con-' 
venience  and  accessibility."  The 
eastern  division  of  the  conference 
was  named  the  Shiloh  Conference 
and  the  western  division  was 
named  the  Bethel  Conference. 
These  conferences  continued  to 
assemble  annually  from  1831  until 
1847,  with  considerable  growth. 
During  the  1847  session  of  the 
Bethel  Conference,  because  of  the 
division  caused  by  the  Camp- 
bellite  Movement,  it  was  decided 
to  reunite  the  Bethel  and  Shiloh 
Conferences  and  that  it  be  named 
the  General  Conference  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Records  indicate  that  the 
churches  experienced  steady 
growth  from  1847  to  1885,  register- 
ing a  total  of  117  churches,  a 
membership  of  8,081,  with  83 
ministers.  The  Conference  met  in 
1886  at  Black  Jack  Church,  Pitt 
County.  The  decision  was  made  to 
form  another  conference  to  be 
known  as  the  Western  Con- 
ference. It  was  decided  that  the 
dividing  line  between  them  would 
be  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad.  Any  church  on  either 
side  of  the  line  could  take 
membership  in  either  conference. 

In  1895,  the  General  Conference 
met  at  Gum  Swamp  Church,  Pitt 
County.  A  total  of  120  churches 
reported  at  the  session.  The  con- 
ference made  the  decision  to  form 
another  conference  out  of  the 
General  Conference.  The  old 
General  Conference  was  renamed 
the  Central  Conference,  and  the 
new  conference  would  be  named 
the  Eastern  Conference.  Boun- 
daries were  set,  but  according  to 
Brother  Hansley,  some  changes 
were  later  made  in  the  boun- 


daries. When  the  Central  Con- 
ference met  in  1896,  four  North 
Carolina  conferences  reported. 
These  conferences  registered  a 
total  of  203  churches,  a  member- 
ship of  14,531,  and  147  ministers. 

The  Cape  Fear  Conference 
came  into  existence  on  November 
1,  1855,  meeting  at  Stony  Run 
Church,  Cumberland  County. 
Eight  churches  came  into  the  con- 
ference, with  a  total  of  370 
members.  The  Pee  Dee  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  1869.  Its 
boundaries  were  set  along  the 
South  Carolina  line.  The  Pied- 
mont Conference  was  organized 
in  1943,  with  a  total  of  13  churches 
and  21  ordained  ministers.  The 
Albemarle  Conference  was 
organized  out  of  the  Central  Con- 
ference in  1945,  with  a  total  of  17 
churches  and  seven  ordained 
ministers. 

Perhaps  most  of  us  are  satisfied 
with  our  conferences  as  they  are. 
Somewhere,  there  is  a  map  de- 
picting these  boundaries.  Maybe 
we'll  be  able  to  find  it  and  in  some 
way  display  it  for  all  to  see. 

If  anyone  has  any  ideas  or  opi- 
nions regarding  our  conference 
districts,  please  let  us  hear  from 
you. 

February  is  .  .  . 
Christian 
Education  Month 


Mount  Olive  College 
514  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
(919)  658-2502 
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JOTS  AND  TITTLES 

Compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

DAY  OF  THE  DEAD 

The  Latin  American  tradition  of 
the  "Day  of  the  Dead"  was 
celebrated  in  Chocowinity  (NC) 
High  School  by  the  members  of 
the  Spanish  Club. 

On  November  1,  some  members 
gathered  to  decorate  the 
classroom.  On  November  2,  an 
altar  was  set  up  with  fruits,  foods, 
flowers,  and  crafts  for  this 
celebration.  On  the  floor,  two 
graveyards  were  represented 
with  gold  dust  and  decorated  with 
candles  and  flowers. 

Latin  Americans  believe  that 
during  November  1-2,  all  dead 
people  come  back  to  earth  and 
visit  their  families.  That  is  why 
the  "offerings"  are  set  up  on  the 
decorated  altar,  along  with  food, 
candies  and  fruit,  which  the  dead 
people  used  to  eat. 

Who  said  school-sanctioned 
religious  activities  were  banned? 

The  Washington  Daily  News 
November  23,  1992 

THE  NC  GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY  IN  1993 

During  the  1992  Legislative  Ses- 
sion, the  gambling  industry  went 
down  to  defeat.  For  the  10th  con- 
secutive session,  the  pro- 
gambling  forces  were  not  able  to 
get  their  gambling  legislation 
through  the  North  Carolina 
House.  In  previous  sessions,  they 
were  successful  in  the  Senate. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  it  that 
1993  is  going  to  be  an  eventful 
year,  too!  Pro-Gambling  Leader, 
Rep.  David  Redwine  (D-Bruns- 
wick),  has  already  been  quoted  in 
the  media  that  he  thinks  that  he 
has  the  votes  to  get  lottery  legisla- 
tion through  the  General 
Assembly. 

Also,  the  prime  pusher  for  pari- 
mutuel  gambling,  Rep.  Vernon 
James  (D-Pasquotank),  believes 
that  if  the  lottery  passes,  he  can 
get  his  dog  and  horse  racing 
gambling  bill  enacted. 

If  you  are  opposed  to  legalized 
gambling   coming   to  North 
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Carolina,  let  your  legislators 
know.  Write  and  call  them  today! 

Christian  Action  League 
November,  1992 

SUPREME  COURT 
TO  HEAR  CASE 
The  United  States  Supreme  Court 
has  scheduled  to  hear  a  case  on 
February  26,  1993,  entitled 
Lamb's  Chapel  vs.  N.Y.  State.  It 
involves  a  church  that  wanted  to 
rent  an  elementary  school 
building  in  order  to  show  an  after- 
hours  film  to  the  community.  The 
film  was  "Turn  Your  Hearts 
Toward  Home"  by  Focus  on  the 
Family  Ministry.  The  school 
board  allowed  all  kinds  of  groups 
to  use  the  facility  but  they  denied 
Lamb's  Chapel.  This  case  is  very 
important  because  it  involves  the 
rights  of  Christians  to  use  public 
buildings. 

Christians  are  asked  to  pray  for 
Jay  Sekulow  who  will  be  arguing 
the  case  before  the  Supreme 
Court. 

CASE 
Atlanta,  GA 

PREP  SCHOOL  URGED  TO  END 
CHRISTIANS-ONLY  POLICY 

Admissions  directors  from  at 
least  seven  top  universities  have 
urged  a  prestigious  private  day 
school  in  Atlanta,  GA,  to  end  its 
policy  of  hiring  only  Christians  as 
teachers. 

Officials  at  Georgetown,  Har- 
vard, Tufts,  and  Washington 
Universities,  and  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology, 
among  others  notified  Westmin- 
ster Schools  by  letter  that  they 
considered  the  policy  discrimina- 
tory. 

Westminster  hires  only  Chris- 
tians as  teachers ;  however,  it  ad- 
mits students  regardless  of 
religion. 

Members  of  the  Westminster 
Board  of  Trustees  have  also 
clashed  over  the  issue.  The  board 
has  decided  to  postpone  for  a  year 
a  decision  on  ending  the  policy  in 
order  to  give  "more  timely  atten- 
tion" to  the  hiring  policy. 

The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education 
November  1992 


SCHOOL  PRAYER  BAN 
INCREASES  IN  NC 

Thousands  of  parents  across 
North  Carolina  feel  that  the  last 
traces  of  the  nation's  Christian 
heritage  seem  in  danger  of  being 
driven  from  the  public  arena. 

In  Wake  County,  county  school 
superintendent  Bob  Wentz  recent- 
ly decreed  the  end  of  school- 
sponsored  baccalaureate  services 
for  graduating  seniors  and  pre- 
game  prayers  led  by  coaches. 

In  Buncombe  and  Burke  Coun- 
ties, school  officials  are  continu- 
ing to  allow  public  prayer  at 
athletic  events  even  though  they 
run  the  risk  of  a  lawsuit. 

"Many  Christians  in  this  coun- 
try simply  haven't  faced  up  to  the 
fact  that  this  isn't  a  Christian 
society,"  said  Stanley  Hauerwas, 
professor  of  theological  ethics  at 
the  Divinity  School  of  Duke 
University. 

The  Supreme  Court  ruled 
earlier  this  summer  that  prayer 
at  public  school  graduations  is  un- 
constitutional. 

News  &  Observer 

CHRISTIAN  SYMBOLS 
CHALLENGED  AT  CAMPUS 

A  debate  is  underway  at  the 
University  of  Central  Arkansas 
over  whether  to  remove  Christian 
symbols  from  the  campus  chapel. 

Some  students  have  suggested 
that  displaying  the  symbols— 
three  crosses  and  a  mural— may 
be  unconstitutional. 

Several  trustees  strongly  op- 
pose removing  the  mural  and 
crosses.  The  board  is  expected  to 
consider  the  issue  in  the  coming 
months. 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
ruled  that  public  institutions  can- 
not favor  one  religion  over 
another. 

The  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education 
November  25,  1992 

JOTS  AND  TITTLES  is  a  monthly  news  and 
comment  on  issues  which  concern  Chris- 
tianity. It  serves  as  the  communications 
arm  of  Politically  Active  Conservative  Chris- 
tians (PACC),  which  was  founded  in  1990  by 
Gary  Burbage.  PACC  serves  to  promote  and 
preserve  the  Christian  heritage  upon  which 
our  nation  was  founded. 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


A  PLACE  OF  PRAYER 

by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

Jerusalem  was  a  very  important  city  in  Israel  and  is  mentioned  throughout  the  Bible.  It 
has  been  referred  to  by  many  names— City  of  David,  City  of  God,  City  of  the  Great  King, 
City  of  Truth,  Holy  City,  and  Zion,  just  to  name  a  few. 

It  was  the  center  of  worship  for  the  Israelites.  Three  temples  were  built  there.  In  1005 
B.C.,  King  Solomon  built  the  first  temple,  which  was  later  destroyed  when  the  Israelites 
were  taken  captive  into  Babylon.  The  temple  was  rebuilt  in  520  B.C.  but  again  was 
destroyed.  The  last  one  was  built  by  King  Herod  the  Great  and  was  finished  during  the  time 
of  Christ. 

Three  mountains  are  connected  with  Jerusalem— Mount  Zion,  Mount  Moriah  where  the 
first  temple  was  built,  and  the  Mount  of  Olives.  The  Mount  of  Olives  was  actually  outside  the 
city  and  got  its  name  from  the  olive  trees  that  grew  there.  This  is  the  mountain  on  which 
Jesus  delivered  His  sermon  on  the  Beatitudes. 

About  a  half  mile  from  the  city  walls,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  was  a  place 
where  Jesus  went  to  pray.  To  find  its  name,  cross  out  all  letters  that  appear  five  times. 
Write  the  remaining  letters  in  order  at  the  bottom  of  the  page.  Divide  them  at  the  proper 
places  to  make  three  words. 


K 

B 

C 

G  1 

P 
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TIME  TO  ACT 


- 


Christians  are  encouraged  to 
create  and  sign  a  petition  or  letter 
and  send  it  to  President  Clinton, 
Congressmen,  and  Senators. 
Phone  calls  can  also  be  made. 
(The  addresses  of  Congressmen 
and  Senators  are  printed  in  the 
first  few  pages  of  telephone  direc- 
tories. Their  phone  numbers  are 
given  there,  too.  The  President's 
address  is:  President  Clinton, 
White  House,  Washington,  DC 
29515.) 

Feel  free  to  make  copies  of  this 
sample  letter  and  to  distribute 
them  to  interested  individuals 
when  preparing  letters  of  this 
sort,  neatness  is  important,  as  is 
legibility.  If  handwritten,  pens, 
not  pencils,  should  be  used.  The 
letters  should  be  sent  as  soon  as 
possible;  however,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  plans  call  for  a 
waiting  period  of  six  months 
before  all  measures  become  effec- 
tive. During  that  time,  public  out- 
cries cannot  diminish.  If  they  do, 
the  administration  will  conclude 
that  pressure  has  lifted. 

Liberty  Alliance 


A  PETITION  TO  PRpo.r, 

esident  cl,nTon 


Dear  Mr.  c/inton, 
As  a"  American  taxpayeranrt 

yo^^sexuJ^^  -roes,, 
vnite  House  staff-        P 0''CV  making  Positinn 
1  enactina  a  no+-  position  on 

h  9  a  national  "n.-.r,.  . 


-'.uuse  staff-  oy  mak'ng  nositi^ 

3-  enacfng  a  national  "r  °f 
n°mosexuak  ^      Gay  Rights"  i». 

xua,s  special  rights  Z     W  Wnich  would  « 
^  Clinton  ,  Pr'v''eges.      U'd  9ran< 


-  "^iai  rights  ann        wnich  wou/h  r, 
Mr-  Clinton  ,  ,  P^/eges.       W  9ran 

i0"  Plans  to  enT  V°U'  as  °ur  new  p 

P,ea«e  know  that  l  am       "°n  fR°mana  ,)  d  bnn9  tn« 
arn  Praying  for  you  h 


Your  City/sfate 
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I  do  not  believe  in  abortion  on  any  grounds.  This 
is  not  a  new  position  or  conviction.  It  is  one  I  have 
held  for  years  and  feel  strongly.  Many  hours  of 
study,  research,  and  prayer  have  been  spent  on  the 
issue.  I  have  also  talked  with  and  counseled  literally 
hundreds  of  young  girls,  teens,  women,  and  parents 
relative  to  the  matter.  I  am  firm  in  my  stance. 

Many  in  America  do  not  believe  as  I  do. 
Statistics,  however,  indicate  that  many  do  not  see 
things  all  that  differently. 

■  73%  say  abortion  should  not  be  legal 
(except  to  save  the  mother's  life)  after 
the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy 
(January  1991  Gallup  poll). 

■  80%  favor  requiring  parental  notification 

(March  1992  Washington  Post  poll). 

■  77%  favor  a  mandatory  24-hour  waiting 

period  (November  1992  Wirthlin  poll). 

■  55%  think  abortion  should  be  legal, 
at  most,  only  in  cases  of  rape,  incest,  and 
life  endangerment  (November  1992 
Wirthlin  poll). 

■  32%  think  abortion  should  be  legal  "if  the 

parents    don't   want   another  child" 
(March  1992  Washington  Post  poll). 
In  order  to  win  the  support  of  pro-abortion 
pressure  groups,  President  Clinton  endorsed  the  so- 
called  "Freedom  of  Choice  Act"  (FOCA)  early  in  his 
presidential  campaign.  The  FOCA,  which  was  rein- 


troduced on  the  first  day  of  the  new  Congress,  would 
prohibit  states  from  placing  virtually  any  limita- 
tions on  abortion.  In  fact,  the  FOCA: 

■  Allows  abortion  for  any  reason  during  the 

fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  months,  and 
and  allows  no  limits  on  abortion  for 
emotional  "health"  — even  during  the 
final  three  months  of  pregnancy. 

■  Nullifies  state  parental  notification  laws 

unless  they  give  every  minor  the  option 
of  consulting  with  some  "other  respon- 
sible adult"  of  her  choosing. 

■  Requires  that  states  permit  abortion  with 

no  wait— on  demand. 

■  Requires  that  states  allow  abortion  for 

any  reason,  even  as  a  method  of  birth 
control  or  sex  selection. 

Much  of  what  is  being  related  about  FOCA  by 
the  media  and  Act  supporters  is  less  than  true. 
Because  of  this,  more  about  this  controversial  issue 
will  be  explained  in  next  month's  issue.  I  am  confi- 
dent my  stand  and  conviction  that  you  as 
readers— and  fellow  Free  Will  Baptists— should  be 
informed,  as  well  as  my  desire  to  present  what  I  feel 
to  be  fair  and  accurate  about  such  issues,  will  not  be 
understood  by  some.  This  awareness  does  not  lessen 
my  fervor.  Remember,  it  was  Jesus  himself  who 
said,  "The  truth  will  make  you  free." 

So  let  it  be. 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

PERKINS  LIBRARY 

SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM  NC  27706 


06/23/07 


BIG  SALE 


1992 
Boxed  Cards 

50% 

off 

While  Supplies  Last! 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 

811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC 
746-6128 

and  Branch  Stores  in  Kinston, 

New  Bern,  and  Wilson. 


Helping  Churches  Grow  .  .  . 


imperial)  Gabriel  Church  Services 


Since  3960 


1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 


Your  best  source  for  new  or  used  pews,  chairs,  steeples,  baptistries,  stained  glass, 

Krinklglas,  choir  robes,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  services,  crosses,  signs, 
pulpits  (wood  or  plexiglas),  Canon  copiers,  fax  machines,  church  lights  &  more! 

Financing  available  on  some  items. 

We  specialize  in  commercial  carpets — best  prices! 


32 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 

Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 

Standard  Publishing's  Vacation  Bible  School  adventure  introduces  you 
to  some  remarkable  creatures:  reliable  ravens,  lock-jawed  lions,  talking 
donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 

VBS  Showing 
Monday,  March  8,  1993 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
7:30  P.M. 
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Edited  and  published  monthly  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation, 
Inc.,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  2094-4000). 

All  materials  for  consideration  in 
any  issue  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  thirty  days  prior  to  the  publication 
date  of  that  issue.  Items  for  publication 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  The 
Free  Will  Baptist,  P.O.  Box  159,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0159. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the 
right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  pro- 
grams, or  policies,  and  that  does  not 
reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  coopera- 
tion with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. The  contents  herein  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  or  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
The  responsibility  for  each  article  is 
given  the  person  whose  name  appears 
under  the  title  or  to  the  person  sub- 
mitting said  article. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  ad- 
vance: one  year,  $8.88;  two  years,  $16.20; 
four  years,  $31.35  (including  sales  tax  for 
North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of 
other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30 
respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  it  ap- 
plies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  dis- 
count given  when  local  churches  send 
the  "Baptist"  to  the  home  of  every 
member;  names  and  addresses  to  be 
provided  by  churches.  Churches  are 
billed  quarterly.  Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25 
or  more  "Baptists"  are  sent  to  one  in- 
dividual who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this 
plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5 
p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  Wilson,  10 
a.m.— 6  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  New 
Bern,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m.; 
Monday— Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors  — Carrol 
Hawkins,  President;  Gary  Burbage,  Vice 
President;  James  B.  Hardee,  W.  S.  Burns, 
Ruth  Taylor,  John  Furr,  Frank  Flowers, 
Ermon  Godwin,  Jean  Marlowe;  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director,  Janie  Jones 
Sowers,  Editor  of  Literature. 
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FWB  Work  in  the  Philippines 


BULGARIA 


MEXICO 


PHILIPPINES 


INDIA 


The  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  Foreign  Missions  Department  has  established  works  in  the  Philip- 
pines, Mexico,  India,  Nepal,  and  Bulgaria.  Even  though  our  work  encompasses  the  various  fields,  it  has  been  my 
privilege  to  visit  only  the  work  in  the  Philippines.  Since  March  is  Foreign  Missions  Month,  I  wanted  to  share  some 
reflections  of  my  April  1992  trip  with  you.  It  is  my  hope  that  you  will  enjoy  this  article  and  come  to  see  this  work 
from  a  new  perspective. — Janie  Sowers 


ABOUT  PALAWAN 

The  headquarters  of  the  FWB  work  in  the  Philip- 
pines is  located  on  the  island  of  Palawan.  The 
island's  land  mass  is  5,693  square  miles,  making  it 
the  fifth  largest  island  in  the  Philippines.  It  is  about 
280  miles  from  north  to  south  but  only  a  few  miles 
wide  at  some  points  because  of  the  indentions  of 
bays.  It  is  populated  by  approximately  175,000  peo- 
ple. While  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  speak  58 
dialects,  43%  of  the  population  speaks  Cuyono. 
(Filipino  is  the  official  language  of  the  Philippines 
proper.  English  and  over  80  other  languages  are 
spoken  throughout  the  various  islands.)  Brooke's 
Point,  Puerto  Princesa,  and  Cuyo  are  the  three  most 
thickly  populated  towns.  There  are  about  1,768 
islands  in  Palawan,  some  of  them  are  so  tiny  they 
have  not  been  named. 

Palawan  does  not  belong  to  the  Philippines 
structurely  because  of  the  definite  alignment  of  its 
mountain  ranges  to  that  of  Borneo  and  Malaysia. 
The  Cuyo  islands  maybe  offshoots,  or  safety  valves, 
of  some  volcanoes  in  Mindoro,  or  they  may  be  an 
isolated  island  group  of  volcanoes  which  became  ac- 
tive by  accident. 


Possible  land  of 
Pre-Vigo  Tirine 
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Zoologically  speaking,  Palawan  does  not  belong 
to  the  Philippines  because  its  faunas  are  Bornean  in 
form.  Wild  animals  such  as  the  pangloin,  the  black 
and  gray  wild  hogs,  skunk,  the  flying  lemur,  ant- 
eater,  porcupine,  peacock,  several  species  of  deer 
including  the  moose  deer,  squirrels,  mongoose,  and 
binturongs  can  only  be  found  in  Palawan.  Crystals  of 
quartz  are  often  mistaken  for  diamonds  and 
amethysts  are  also  found  on  the  island. 

The  white  sandy  beaches  of  Palawan,  kissed  by 
the  waves  of  the  China  and  Sulu  Seas,  and  the  palms 
caressed  by  the  winds  of  the  abagat  and  amihan 
under  a  full  moon  in  all  its  tropical  splendor,  are 
breath  taking  sights  that  could  never  be  forgotten. 
The  hot  springs  of  Puerto  Princesa  have  curative 
powers. 

The  island's  most  important  products  are 
coconuts,  logs,  manganese,  copper,  fish,  mercury, 
silica,  chromite,  and  probably  oil. 


ABOUT  THE  FELIPINO 

The  Filipino  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  twentieth 
century  has  emerged  as  the  sum  total  of  social 
strains  and  cultural  elements  that  are  Aeta,  In- 
donesia, Malayan,  Hindu,  Arabian,  Chinese, 
Spanish,  American  in  short,  cosmopolitan  in  nature. 
He  is  both  Oriental  and  Occidental.  Aeta,  Indone- 
sian, Malayan,  Hindu,  Arabian,  and  Chinese 
elements  are  the  foundation  of  the  Filipino's  Orien- 
tal nature— the  core  of  his  moral  and  social  con- 
science, and  cultural  identity.  Interpersonal  and 
social  relationships  revolve  around  blood  ties,  mar- 
riage, and  ritual  kinship. 

Spanish  and  American  culture  compose  the 
Filipino's  occidentalism.  Spanish  influence  found  its 
way  into  the  Filipino's  religious,  political,  economic, 
and  educational  life,  his  language,  dress,  and  diet. 
The  Americanization  of  the  Filipino  consisted  main- 
ly of  the  introduction  of  a  democratic  system  of 
government.  She  popularized  education  as  the  most 
essential  channel  for  social  mobility  in  Philippine 
society.  This  intensified  the  Filipino's  preference  for 
academic  white-collar  occupations  and  encouraged 
his  use  of  honorific  titles.  She  further  infused  new 
ideals  pertaining  to  the  family,  economy,  govern- 
ment, religion,  recreation,  health,  and  welfare. 

According  to  Target  Earth,  42%  of  the  Philip- 
pine population  (70,000,000)  is  under  the  age  of  15. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  is  110  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  life  expectancy  for  males  is  63  years,  and  69 
years  for  females.  The  marriage  rate  is  6.8%  and  the 
divorce  rate  is  1.3  (number  per  1,000  per  year).  The 
percentage  of  the  population  which  is  economically 
active  is  36.9%.  Approximately  84%  of  the  popula- 
tion is  Roman  Catholic  ;  6%,  Aglipayan;  4%,  Protes- 
tant; with  the  remaining  2%  belonging  to  smaller 
belief  bodies. 


In  the  smaller  cities  and  little  country  towns, 
called  "barrios,"  the  people  sometimes  live  in  nipa 
huts.  Their  name  comes  from  the  nipa  rush-thatched 
roof,  and  they  are  the  coolest  kind  of  house  to  live  in. 
Often  the  nipa  houses  belong  to  fishermen  and  are 
built  right  over  the  water  with  a  banca,  casco,  or 
outrigger  canoe  tied  underneath  on  the  water.  Even 
on  dry  ground,  the  huts  are  built  up  on  bamboo  stilts. 
The  sides  and  floors  of  the  huts  are  bamboo,  too. 
Windowpanes  are  usually  made  of  seashells.  The 
sliding  windows  can  be  opened  down  to  the  floor  to 
catch  all  the  breeze.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  fresh  or- 
chid plant  to  be  growing  in  a  coconut  shell  vase  in  the 
window.  (These  lovely  plants  grow  wild  in  nearby 
jungles.) 

Everything  is  planned  to  keep  these  nipas  as 
cool  as  possible  in  the  warm  climate.  Furniture  is 
very  simple,  often  being  made  of  bamboo  or  rattan. 
The  beds  are  usually  just  smooth  flat  straw  mats  on 
the  floor,  and  they  can  be  rolled  up  and  put  in  a  cor- 
ner during  the  day.  It  is  easy  to  keep  a  nipa  clean,  for 
the  smooth  shiny  bamboo  floors  are  laid  with  little 
spaces  between  each  split  bamboo  pole.  Whenever 
the  Filipina  housewife  sweeps  her  floor,  all  the  dirt 
on  it  falls  through  these  little  slits  onto  the  ground 
below.  Crumbs  are  picked  up  by  the  chickens  and 
pigs,  which  in  the  poorer  homes  live  underneath  the 
house.  In  other  homes,  chickens  and  pigs  sleep  in 
their  own  bamboo  pens  near  the  house. 

In  the  dry  part  of  the  year,  nipas  catch  fire  easi- 
ly and  burn  down  quickly.  But  the  family  can  find  all 
the  new  material  it  needs  just  a  few  steps  away.  And 
it  is  not  long  before  a  new  nipa  hut  has  been  built, 
with  the  help  of  neighbors,  right  where  the  old  one 
was.  Much  of  the  food  the  family  eats  is  just  a  few 
steps  away  from  the  house,  too,  perhaps  on  its  own 
land.  This  food  comes  from  banana,  coconut, 
mango,  and  papaya  trees.  Rice,  the  main  food  of  the 
country,  is  grown  in  nearby  paddies.  The  waters  are 
full  of  fish  which  are  good  to  eat.  When  they  are  not 
in  school,  the  Filipino  boys  and  girls  help  with  the 
gardens,  and  take  care  of  the  chickens  and  pigs. 
They  drive  the  carabaos  to  the  fields,  brandishing  a 
stick  at  them  if  they  try  to  go  the  wrong  way. 

THE  WORK  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

The  missionary  work  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists  began  in  1969,  with  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Jones  serving  as  mis- 
sionaries. At  present,  there  are  no  American  mis- 
sionaries in  the  Philippines.  But  the  native  workers 
are  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  church.  Very  ably  trained,  these  men  and 
women  are  offering  ministry  to  their  Filipino 
brothers  in  an  effective  manner. 

The  headquarters  of  the  work  in  the  Philippines 
is  in  Puerto  Princesa,  located  on  the  island  of 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Palawan.  The  Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa  serves  as  the  chief 
administrator.  The  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong  is  the  direc- 
tor of  the  missions  work.  Mrs.  Luz  dela  Rosa  serves 
as  president  of  Palawan  Bible  College  and  also 
directs  the  work  of  the  Sunday  School  department. 
The  Rev.  Andy  Segay  heads  the  printing  department 
of  the  church,  and  is  responsible  for  overseeing  both 
denominational  printing  as  well  as  jobwork  brought 
into  the  facility. 

The  workers  and  pastors  in  the  Philippines  in- 
clude : 


Gedion  Margarce 


Workers  and  Pastors 

Jimmy  Ombang 

Rutchel  Padrigo 

Pio  dela  Rosa 

Lilibeth  Dancil 

Analiza  Erandio 

Amelita  Padilla 

Belen  Cuba 

Roger  Malinao 

Dutch  Manzano 

Nora  Aplaon 

Dante  dela  Rosa 

Antonio  Samones  Jr. 

Nelia  Manzano 

Rosela  Rodriguez 

Students 

Carol  Gulpan 

Jaapal  Ontong 

Paul  Galfo 

Arlita  Buison 

Leopoldo  Amonto  Jr. 

Ermie  Maginoo 

Luz  dela  Rosa 

Mark  Taladro 

Jocelyn  dela  Rosa 

Bernabe  Bungalso 

Lorena  Padilla 

Joel  dela  Rosa 

Leonardo  Buison 

Esmeralda  Segay 

Junjie  Buscano 

Felimon  Buston 

Dario  Basingil 

Ariston  Pilapil 

Meriegene  Peralta 

Pedrito  Labrador 

Ronita  Guardiano 

Susan  Basingil 

Helen  Galfo 

Teddy  Martinez 

Adelia  Cuba 

Siverio  Erandio 

Andrino  Segay 

Bernabe  Escolar 

Rodolfo  Prescenillo 

Rowe  Mondia 

Warlita  Franco 

Letecia  Segay 

Vicky  Manzano 

Mathan  Lontes 

Emma  Osorio 

Reynaldo  Manlangit 

Loida  Samones 

Espalia  Taguan 

Luzviminda  Manlangit 

Joel  Paelma 

Elmer  Garcellano 

Marilyn  Dalabajan 

Valme  Martinez 

Rosalie  Reyes 

Deacons  (serving  churches) 

Nerie  Peralta 

Amario  Lansap 

Sylvia  Sandrino 

Elizabeth  Vincencio 

Ruben  Solomon 

Helen  Peralta 

Jonna  Magarce 

Eder  Peralta 

Gina  Bargamento 

Bert  Villarez 

Emy  dela  Rosa 

Eddie  Madduma 

Nancy  Aplaon 

Jerriam  Dagomboy 

Arthuro  Aspa 

Joseph  dela  Rosa 

Beth  Castano 

Bernardo  Borja 

Emer  Peralta 

Juanito  Delfin 

Antonio  Sandrino 

Arman  Manzano 

Rosana  Briones 

Marissa  Mananzala 

Julian  Apalaon 

Fidel  Presto 

Carelina  Presto 

Fernando  Erum 

Melissa  Gavino 

Ludivico  Atanoso 
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PERSONAL  REFLECTIONS 

Last  April,  I  traveled  halfway  around  the  world 
to  meet  some  of  the  greatest  people  I  have  ever  en- 
countered. I  was  introduced  to  a  culture  much  dif- 
ferent from  my  own  and  learned  to  respect  my 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Philippines  in  a 
way  that  I  never  had  before. 

Upon  reflecting  on  my  Philippines  trip,  I  think  of 
the  warmth  and  love  we  felt  when  with  the  Filipinos, 
the  beauty  of  the  islands,  the  heat,  the  smells,  the 
simplicity,  the  stark  poverty.  Never  before  had  I 
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been  treated  so  graciously,  respected  so  fully,  and 
watched  as  though  every  move  was  in  fact  magical- 
ly induced.  The  expressive  warm  eyes  of  the  natives 
spoke  volumes  about  their  faith.  To  be  quite  honest,  I 
was  moved  by  my  visit  as  I  have  never  been  before. 

I  learned  about  jeepneys,  rice  and  salt  fields, 
and  tropical  foliage.  I  watched  young  boys  and  men 
shimmy  up  trees  for  coconuts  and  I  learned  to  drink 
coconut  milk,  eat  young  coconut,  and  appreciate  the 
value  of  even  coconut  shells.  I  photographed  scenes 
that  produced  postcard-like  views  and  still 
remember  the  Puerto  Princesa  market  as  if  I  visited 
there  just  yesterday.  I  ate  off  banana  stalks,  enjoyed 
grilled  tuna,  and  developed  a  taste  for  fruit  that  I 
cannot  get  in  the  States.  While  all  of  these  things  are 
part  of  my  memories,  the  people  are  what  really 
stand  out  in  my  mind.  Merely  hearing  the  term 
Philippines  brings  images  of  small,  darkly  skinned 
friends.  A  loving  people,  the  Filipinos  I  met  were 
humble,  yet  proud;  reserved,  yet  open.  I  could  not 
speak  their  language,  but  I  sang  with  them.  I  often 
had  to  listen  carefully  when  they  spoke  English,  but 
they  were  patient  and  laughed  with  me  when  I  had 
difficulties. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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I  learned  to  respect  my  Filipino  brothers  and 
sisters.  They  were  able  to  do  much  with  their 
meager  resources  and  I  had  to  consider  the  waste  of 
my  own  life.  I  examined  their  modest  homes  and 
lifestyle  and  knew  that  we  as  Americans  have 
created  much  of  our  own  difficulties,  placing  too 
much  emphasis  on  things. 

When  I  think  of  my  time  on  the  Pacific  island  of 
Palawan,  I  have  to  relate  a  tremendous  concern.  In 
order  to  do  so,  I  have  to  explain  a  few  things.  Every 
morning,  the  Filipinos  gather  for  prayer  at  5  a.m. 
Time  is  spent  in  worship.  Those  assembled  together 
have  come  to  understand  the  necessity  of  lifting 
their  petitions  to  the  Lord.  I  have  to  tell  you  I  was 
moved  when  I  understood  that  the  Filippinos  were 
gathering  to  pray  for  Ma'am  Janie— and  the  other 
Free  Will  Baptists  in  the  States.  Remember,  this 
was  at  five  in  the  morning.  The  mornings  I  spent  in 
prayer  there  will  not  be  forgotten,  neither  will  be  the 
spirit  of  those  services. 

For  some  time  now,  reports  from  the  Philip- 
pines have  told  about  the  2-2-2  program.  Well,  this 
plan  calls  for  200  churches  with  20,000  members  by 
the  year  2000.  If  you  think  about  this,  you  will  see 
something  humbling  about  this  plan.  If  the  Filipinos 
are  successful  in  their  endeavors,  they  will  have  a 
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higher  number  of  active  members  than  we  do.  Even 
if  they  are  not  completely  successful,  it  needs  to  be 
understood  that  they  have  a  plan  of  action— in  place ; 
and  they  are  working  that  plan.  I  find  this  humbling, 
also. 

Why  is  it  that  the  "typical"  church  in  the  States 
focuses  its  attention  on  what  I  call  "real  Kingdom 
issues"— you  know,  the  color  of  carpet,  padding 
pews,  the  price  of  tickets  for  an  upcoming  supper? 
Why  are  converts  not  being  brought  into  the  church 
for  discipleship?  Why  are  congregations  satisfied 
with  the  status  quo?  Why  is  it  that  people  will  not 
come  to  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  at 
7:30?  (I  fail  to  believe  our  attendance  would  be  any 
better  at  5  a.m.! ) 

Whether  or  not  I  ever  travel  out  of  the  States 
again,  whether  or  not  I  ever  see  my  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  Philippines  this  side  of  Heaven,  I  owe 
them  a  lot.  They  taught  me  a  lot  about  myself  and 
life;  they  taught  me  about  the  really  important 
things.  For  this,  I  will  be  forever  grateful. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  any  wisdom  I  gained  will 
enhance  my  life  and  that  of  my  fellow  man. 

And  yes,  I  pray  for  my  Filipino  brothers  and 
sisters  daily. 

(Photos  by  Scott  and  Janie  Sowers) 
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rt**19!3  MARK  TH|S  DATE  ON  YOUR  CALENDAR 

*-^r~r*      March  12,  1993 

and 

PLAN  TO  ATTEND  THE 

Annual  World  Missions  Conference 

and  Rally 

Sponsored  by  the 

BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 


PLACE:  First  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville 


TIME: 


3:00  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


Opening  Session 
Second  Session 
Meal  Break 
MISSION  RALLY 


The  church  location  is  convenient  and  easy  to 
find! 


GREENVILLE  BLVD.  264  BYPASS 


Speaker:  Dr.  William  Bennett 

Dr.  Bennett  is  pastor  of  Houston  North- 
west Baptist  Church,  Houston,  Texas. 
He  is  an  author  and  speaker  at  con- 
ferences throughout  the  year.  He  was 
our  principal  speaker  at  the  1984  World 
Missions  Conference.  You  will  be 
blessed  by  his  ministry. 


PLAN  NOW  TO  ATTEND  AND  BRING  SOMEONE  WITH  YOU. 
Pray  daily  for  a  great  conference. 


Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Phone:  919-746-4963 


HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT 
THE  CHURCH 


CYPRESS  CREEK  CHURCH 
RETIRES  MORTGAGE 
INDEBTEDNESS 

by  the  Rev.  Tommy  Bryson 

In  August  1991,  the  members  of 
Cypress  Creek  Church,  Pee  Dee 
Association,  started  a  building 
fund.  We  made  several  im- 
provements around  the  church. 

In  January  1992,  it  was  decided 
to  have  some  fund  raisers  to  pay 
off  the  church  debt.  In  one  of  our 
men's  meetings,  a  motion  was 
passed  to  start  a  Thousand  Dollar 
Club.  The  Men's  Fellowship  pur- 
chased a  plaque  for  engraving 
everyone's  name  who  donated  a 
thousand  dollars. 

Our  first  thousand  dollars  was 
raised  by  placing  jars  in  front  of 
the  church.  This  was  in  honor  of 
Jesus. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  had 
several  hot  dog  suppers  to  raise 
$1,000.  Their  big  event  was  a 
"Because  I  Love  You"  Supper.  It 
was  a  wonderful  candlelight 
m6al,  with  special  singing  by 
Duwyann  Ward. 

In  June,  the  Men's  Fellowship 
raised  $1,644.01  by  passing  out 
court  summons  for  various 
reasons.  There  was  a  $5  fine  plus  a 
$5  court  fee.  The  men  also  had  a 
spaghetti  supper  the  same  night. 

In  August,  the  young  people  had 
a  rock-a-thon,  and  with  other 
donations,  raised  their  thousand 
dollars.  We  also  have  had  11  in- 
dividuals to  donate  a  thousand 
dollars  and  one  local  business. 

On  October  11,  1992,  we 
celebrated  our  annual  Homecom- 
ing service.  On  this  Sunday, 
Pastor  Tommy  Bryson  and 
Brother  Thurman  Ward,  chair- 
man of  the  Deacon  Board,  burned 
Cypress  Creek's  mortgage.*  The 
Rev.  Billy  Hardee  brought  the 
morning  message,  followed  by  a 
wonderful  meal.  We  had  a  great 
afternoon  of  singing  by  the  J.  T. 
Barfield  Singers. 

A  special  thanks  is  extended  to 
everyone  for  a  job  well  done. 


The  Rev.  Tommy  Bryson  and  Mr.  Thurman  Ward  burn  the  mortgage  of  Cypress  Creek  Church. 


ATTENTION,  NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  1993  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  13,  at  Free  Union  Church,  Pinetown. 
Each  auxiliary  should  represent  with  one  delegate  for  each  25  members 
or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $15.  Many  auxiliaries  mail 
their  registration  fee  in  advance.  Mailing  the  fees  in  to  the  State 
Treasurer  before  April  25  will  insure  your  delegate  faster  registration  at 
the  convention.  Please  mail  your  $15  fee  to: 

Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker 

Route  3,  Box  280-AA 

568  House  Road 

Kenly,  NC  27542 

If  you  cannot  possibly  attend,  please  mail  your  fee  anyway,  as  the 
convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 

(Anyone  needed  lodging  should  contact  Lew  Ellen  Parker,  [919] 
964-4157.) 


TO  BATH  »  STORE 
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AYDEN  CHURCH 
HONORS  PASTOR 

by  Mrs.  Sarah  Dixon 

On  Sunday,  January  31,  1993, 
the  members  of  Ayden  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  honored  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman, 
for  his  40  years  in  the  ministry.  He 
is  serving  the  Ayden  Church  as  its 
pastor  a  second  time.  During  the 
worship  hour,  Mr.  Overman  was 
presented  a  beautifully  engraved 
plaque  acknowledging  his  dedica- 
tion and  appreciation  as  a  Free 
Will  Baptist  minister.  The  presen- 
tation was  done  by  Jesse  Corbett. 
The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood 
delivered  the  morning  message. 

Following  the  morning  worship 
hour,  a  covered-dish  lunch  and 
fellowship  hour  were  enjoyed  by 
the  church  members,  friends,  and 
members  of  the  pastor's  family  in 
the  C.  H.  Overman  Fellowship 
Hall. 

Mr.  Overman  accepted  Christ 
at  the  age  of  14  and  grew  up  in  the 
Union  Grove  Church  in  Wayne 
County.  He  graduated  from 
Nahunta  High  School  in  1949.  In 
January  1950,  Mr.  Overman 
answered  God's  call  into  the 
gospel  ministry  and  entered  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Bible  College  in 
Nashville,  TN,  that  same  month. 
He  later  graduated  from  Atlantic 
Christian  College  (now  Barton 
College),  and  later  received  his 
teaching  certificate.  He  was  or- 
dained as  a  Free  Will  Baptist 
minister  on  August  31,  1952. 


The  Rev.  James  A.  Evans  congratulates  Brother  Overman.  (Note:  Brother  Evans  and  Brother 
Barrow  have  played  an  important  role  in  Brother  Overman's  ministry.) 


Mr.  Overman  has  served 
several  of  our  churches,  Spring 
Branch  and  Grimsley,  Greene 
County;  Sound  Side,  Malachi's 
Chapel,  and  Gum  Neck,  Tyrrell 
County;  First  Church,  Goldsboro; 
Ayden  Church,  Ayden;  First 
Church,  Kinston;  and  Hickory 
Grove,  Pitt  County. 

Our  pastor  has  also  done  exten- 
sive denominational  work  during 
his  40  years  in  the  ministry.  His 
work  includes  assistant  editor  and 
editor  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press,  recording  secretary  of  the 
Convention,  recording  secretary 
of  the  Central  Conference,  Central 


The  Rev.  James  and  Mrs.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  enjoyed  the  fellowship  during  the  lunch  hour.  Also 
pictured  is  Mrs.  Ruby  Overman. 
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Conference  Ordaining  Council, 
vice  president  of  the  Convention, 
vice  president  and  president  of 
the  North  Carolina  Ministerial 
Association,  member  of  State 
Sunday  School  Convention  Com- 
mittee, served  on  the  Con- 
vention's Board  of  Publications 
and  Literature,  and  vice  president 
of  the  State  League  Convention. 
At  the  present  time,  he  is  serving 
as  Executive  Administrator  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists.  During  this  time,  he 
served  as  a  supply  pastor  at  many 
of  our  churches,  among  them 
eight  years  at  Memorial  Chapel  at 
the  Children's  Home,  over  seven 
years  at  Aspen  Grove,  and  over 
two  years  at  Little  Creek.  In  addi- 
tion, he  taught  in  the  public  school 
system  for  20  years,  2  of  them  in 
Craven  County  and  18  in  Greene 
County.  He  retired  from  teaching 
3  years  ago. 

Under  his  leadership  at  Ayden 
Church,  many  good  things  have 
been  accomplished,  among  them 
and  of  most  importance,  two  of 
our  most  outstanding  ministers 
answered  God's  calling  into  the 
gospel  ministry— they  are  the 
Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood,  pastor  of 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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First  Church,  Greenville,  and  the 
Rev.  Leon  Harris,  pastor  of  Rose 
Hill  Church,  just  out  of  Ayden. 
Our  church  has  been  renovated 
and  the  fellowship  hall  was  built. 

His  congregation  feels  that  the 
reasons  for  so  many  accom- 
plishments in  his  40  years  in  the 
ministry  is  that  he  has  said,  "I 
learned  as  a  young  one  to  trust  the 
One  that  I  would  meet  at  the  end 
of  this  life."  He  preaches  that  his 
people  should  apply  themselves 
by  doing  for  the  church  and  not 
just  expect  what  the  church  can 
do  for  them.  Like  Paul,  He  does 
not  give  up  when  things  are  on  the 
down  side;  he  remains  faithful. 
True  to  the  truth,  he  has  definite 
beliefs,  ideas,  and  feelings,  which 
he  lives  in  his  daily  life.  He  uses  as 
one  of  his  favorite  Scriptures  1 
Corinthians  15:58,  "Therefore  my 
beloved  brethren,  be  ye  stedfast, 
unmoveable,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch 
as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not 
in  vain  to  the  Lord." 

With  all  these  accomplishments 
in  mind,  at  our  last  business 
meeting,  we  voted  to  name  our 
fellowship  hall  in  his  honor. 

CHRISTIAN  WORKER 
AWARDS  PRESENTED  AT 
WESTSIDE  CHURCH 

The  Christian  Worker  Awards 
were  presented  during  the  Annual 
Harvest  Day  service  at  Westside 
Church  in  Kinston.  The  award  is 
given  to  the  man  and  woman  who 
have  shown  dedication,  faithful- 
ness, and  service  in  the  Lord's 
work  during  the  previous  twelve 
months. 

The  recipients  of  the  Christian 
Worker  Award  for  1992  were  Mary 
Southerland  and  Terry  Kivett. 
Mary  and  Terry  serve  God  at 
Westside  in  the  following 
capacities : 

Mary  Southerland: 

Missions  Committee  Chairper- 
son 

Assistant  Church  Clerk 
Served  as  Nursery  Coordinator 
AFC  Leader 

Secretary  of  the  Pulpit  Commit- 
tee 
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Mary  Southerland 


Terry  Kivett 

Has  taught  Sunday  School  and 
Vacation  Bible  School 
Terry  Kivett: 

Ordained  Deacon  of  Westside 
Served  on  Usher  Board 
Pulpit  Committee  Chairman 
Youth  Church  Director 
Sunday  School  Teacher,  Senior 
High  Class 

Pastor  Jeff  Daughtry  said  dur- 
ing the  presentation,  "Mary  and 
Terry  do  so  much  more  than  listed 
here.  We  thank  them  both  for 
their  faithful  service!" 

THIRD  DISTRICT  UNION 
SCHEDULE  FOR  1993 
The  Third  District  Union  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  will  meet  at 
the  following  churches  this  year: 
Verona  Church,  Verona,  May  29, 


1993;  Snead's  Ferry  Church, 
Snead's  Ferry,  August  28,  1993; 
Jackson  Heights  Church,  Kinston, 
October  30,  1993. 

All  churches  of  the  district  are 
encouraged  to  represent  by 
delegate  and  pastor. 

The  officers  for  this  year  are: 
Moderator,  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Heath;  Assistant  Moderator,  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Huffman;  Clerk, 
Mrs.  Linda  Pierce;  Assistant 
Clerk,  Mr.  Justin  Kornegay; 
Treasurer,  Mr.  Mitchell  Parker; 
Reading  Clerk,  the  Rev.  O.  B. 
Taylor;  Finance  Committee,  Mr. 
Durwood  James,  the  Rev.  Dan 
Jordan,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Jones; 
Sunday  School  Committee,  the 
Rev.  Timothy  Heath,  the  Rev. 
A.  B.  Bryan,  and  the  Rev.  Owen 
Arthur. 

BOARD  TO  MEET 

The  Board  of  Ordination  of  the 
Central  Conference  will  have  its 
regular  quarterly  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  March  30,  1993,  at  7 
p.m.,  at  the  First  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Greenville,  NC. 
Contact  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Narron, 
chairman,  or  Dr.  Michael  Pelt, 
secretary,  if  you  desire  to  meet 
with  the  Board  at  that  time. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 

Black  Jack  Church,  Route  3, 
Greenville,  NC,  is  seeking  a  youth 
director.  The  responsibilities  of 
the  position  include  the  coordina- 
tion of  the  church's  program  of 
youth  ministry. 

Resumes  should  be  sent  to: 
Black  Jack  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church,  Route  3,  Box  325,  Green- 
ville, NC  27858. 

SERVICE  PERFORMED 

The  Rev.  Charlie  Overton, 
Ahoskie,  NC,  has  pastored  Mt. 
Zion  Church,  of  Roper,  NC,  for 
over  30  years.  On  December  27, 
1992,  he  performed  a  double  ring 
wedding  ceremony  for  Ernest  and 
Beulah  Whitson,  who  renewed 
their  vows  on  their  Golden  An- 
niversary at  the  close  of  the  wor- 
ship services. 
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The  couple's  granddaughter, 
Gwendolyn  Robinson,  and  grand- 
son, Clay  Gardner,  were  the  ring 
bearers.  Mrs.  Mae  Oliver  sang 
"The  Wedding  Prayer,"  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Lucy  Jones  on  the 
piano. 

It  was  a  lovely  wedding  and  the 
guests  enjoyed  all  the  beautiful 
decorations,  as  well  as  the  good 
food.  Mr.  Bentley  Oliver 
decorated  the  church  very 
beautifully. 

This  was  the  first  Golden 
Wedding  ever  performed  in  Mt. 
Zion  Church  and  this  was  the  first 
Golden  Wedding  ever  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton  in  all 
the  50  years  of  his  ministry. 


CHURCH  TO  BUILD 
NEW  FELLOWSHIP  HALL 

submitted  by  Barbara  S.  Crawford 

Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
Western  Conference,  near 
Pikeville,  held  a  Groundbreaking 
Ceremony  on  December  11,  1992, 
for  its  much  needed  and  long- 
awaited  new  fellowship  hall.  This 
momentous,  historical  event  was 
held  at  the  conclusion  of  the  morn- 
ing worship  hour. 

The  hall,  designed  with  a 
cathedral  ceiling,  will  house  three 
classrooms,  a  kitchen,  restrooms 
and  storage  facilities.  The  60'  x  80' 
brick  veneer  building  is  being 
built  adjacent  to  the  existing 
church  building.  A  breezeway  will 
connect  it  to  the  main  sanctuary. 
Jackson  Builders,  Inc.  of 
Goldsboro  is  building  the  facility 
at  a  cost  of  $160,426.  Construction 
began  January  26,  1993. 

Various  fund-raising  activities 
are  helping  to  provide  the  funds 
for  the  new  addition.  The  W.  A. 
Taylor  Sunday  School  Class  had 
an  auction  and  several  youth- 
sponsored  activities  have  been 
held  including  suppers  and  a 
"Fun-a-Ganza."  A  special  "Gift 
to  Christ' '  Christmas  offering  also 
aided  in  the  building  fund.  A  1993 
community  birthday  calendar 
was  sponsored  by  the  Night  Aux- 


BREAKING  GROUND:  Pleasant  Grove  Church  officers  break  ground  for  a  new  fellowship  hall. 
Participating  are  (from  left,  front  row)  Jesse  Grimes,  J.  D.  Jones,  Dr.  Cedric  Pierce  Jr.,  pastor; 
Lennie  Reagan  of  Jackson  Builders,  Raymond  Glover  and  John  Vause;  and  (back  row)  Dewey 
Pate,  I.  J.  Crawford  Jr.,  Clifton  Parnell,  Durwood  Gooding,  George  Allen,  Guy  Bedford,  Tern- 
pie  Jones,  Fannie  Hare,  Lida  Fultz  and  Jim  Fultz. 


iliary.  Two  ongoing  projects  are  a 
spaghetti  supper  sponsored  by  the 
Adult  Bible  Sunday  School  Class 
and  a  new  church  directory  spon- 
sored by  the  Night  Auxiliary.  Two 
Sundays  each  year  are  specifical- 
ly earmarked  "Fellowship  Hall 
Fund  Day." 

Pleasant  Grove  Church,  with  a 
current  membership  of  three  hun- 
dred, was  organized  in  1859  by 
Elder  D.  H.  Peele,  who  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  in  1860.  William 
Pike  donated  one  fourth  acre  of 
land  to  the  church  in  1867  for  a 
building  site.  In  1923,  the  church 


bought  the  adjoining  county 
school  property  which  consisted 
of  approximately  one  acre  of  land 
and  a  building.  The  church  has 
undergone  several  additions  and 
renovations  since  the  initial  con- 
struction. A  major  renovation, 
totaling  more  than  $75,000,  was 
completed  in  1986.  In  1987,  at  a 
cost  of  $38,000,  the  church  pur- 
chased the  one  and  one-half  acre 
tract  where  the  new  fellowship 
hall  is  now  being  constructed. 

Dr.  Cedric  D.  Pierce  Jr.  has 
been  the  pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove 
since  the  spring  of  1985. 


March  1993 
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REVIVAL  SERVICES  AT 
ROBERT'S  GROVE  CHURCH 

A  series  of  revival  services  has 
been  scheduled  for  March  8-12  at 
Robert's  Grove  Church,  Dunn, 
NC.  The  services  will  begin  each 
evening  at  7:30  and  a  different 
minister  will  speak  each  night. 
The  scheduled  evangelists  are: 
Monday,  the  Rev.  Philip 
Boykin;  Tuesday,  the  Rev.  Davie 
Brinson;  Wednesday,  the  Rev. 
Henry  Armstrong;  Thursday,  the 
Rev.  Ed  Miles;  Friday,  the  Rev. 
Mike  Ledbetter. 

CHURCH- RUN  POST  OFFICE 
TURNS  PROFIT  FOR  MISSIONS 

A  Christmastime  project  netted 
$200  for  missions  at  Sidney 
Church.  The  idea  of  a  "Christmas 
Card  Mailbox"  originated  with 
the  parents  of  Sidney  member 
Don  Jones.  His  parents,  who  live 
in  Arkansas,  had  used  the  unique 
idea  in  their  home  church.  Don's 
wife,  Zinkie,  states:  "I  always 
wanted  to  do  it  for  our  church  so  I 
shared  the  idea  with  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary.  They  (the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  members)  excitedly 
voted  to  support  the  effort." 
Zinkie,  with  the  help  of  her 
daughter   Amanda,    Don,  her 

EASTERN  WOMEN  TO  MEET 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  meet 
with  Folkstone  Church,  near 
Snead's  Ferry,  on  March  25,  1993. 
Registration  will  begin  at  9:30 
a.m.  The  meeting  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  and  close  at  12:30  p.m.,  with 
lunch  to  follow.  The  theme  for  the 
day  is  "Risking  All,"  with  Mat- 
thew 19:21  as  the  theme  verse. 

All  Eastern  District  Auxiliary 
members  are  urged  to  attend. 
Auxiliaries  who  have  reached  A-l 
status  should  bring  their  com- 
pleted A-l  charts. 

According  to  the  Manual  of 
Methods,  local  auxiliaries  may 
represent  with  one  delegate  for 
every  twenty-five  members.  Due 
at  the  spring  convention  are  per 
capita  dues,  40c  per  member,  and 
$15  representation  fee. 


Mary  Beth  Burbage  checks  the  family  mailbox  at  Sidney  Church. 

mother     Lula     Daw,      and  of   mailing   the    cards."  The 

member/local  postmaster  Jimmy  postage  that  a  member  would  use 

Horton,  prepared  a  large  board  for  mailing  the  cards  was  donated 

covered  with  cloth  and  attached  to  Free  Will  Baptist  missions, 

decorative  paper  bags  for  the  "There  was  a  lot  of  excitement 

mailboxes.  and  love  shared  among  the  people 

"Each   family   who   attends  while    we    raised    $200  for 

Sidney  Church  had  a  mailbox"  missions,"    adds   Zinkie.  "The 

states  Zinkie.  "Everyone  was  in-  Woman's  Auxiliary  has  whole- 

vited  to  give  cards  to  each  other  heartedly  voted  to  do  it  again  in 

through  these  mailboxes  instead  1993!" 


Wilmington  * 


From  258  to  Hwy.  17  South  to  Folkstone,  turn  left  on  Old  Folkstone  Road.  Church  is  approx- 
imately Va  mile  on  left.  From  Wilmington,  Hwy.  17  North  to  Folkstone,  turn  right  on  Old 
Folkstone  Road.  From  Hubert  and  Swansboro,  Hwy.  24  to  172  to  17;  turn  left  on  Old 
Folkstone  Road. 
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OPEN  ARMS  YOUTH  RALLY 

A  Christian  Life  Celebration 
will  be  held  on  Saturday,  March 
27,  at  First  Church,  Greenville. 
This  night  of  worship,  praise,  and 
celebration  will  feature  youth 
evangelist  Glenn  Mills,  contem- 
porary Christian  music  by 
"Straight  Up,"  and  Christian 
comedy.  The  event  is  scheduled  to 
begin  at  7  p.m.  and  admission  is 
free. 

WESTERN  WOMEN  TO  MEET 

The  Western  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  meet  on 
April  7  with  Micro  Church.  The 
Convention  theme  will  be  "Does 
My  Sacrifice  Live?"  and  Romans 
12 : 1  will  serve  as  the  theme  Scrip- 
ture. 

The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

9 : 15— Registration 
9:45— Hymn 

—Devotion:  Genesis  22:8, 
Alma  Dale,  Spring  Hill 

—  Welcome,  Emma  Ball, 
Micro 

—President's  Remarks,  Jean 
Marlowe,  Fremont 
10:15— Hymn,  "My  Jesus,  I  Love 
Thee" 

—Reports  From  Our  Denom- 
inational Ministries 
—Foreign  Missions 
—Home  Missions 
—Children's  Home 

—  Special  Music,  Host 
Church 

—Mount  Olive  College 
—Retirement  Homes 
—Free  Will  Baptist  Press 

11:15— Hymn,  "Living  for  Jesus" 
—Convention  Offering 
—Special  Music 
—Message,  Mary  Ann  Hold- 
er, Spring  Hill 

12:00— Lunch 

1 : 15-Hymn,  "It  Is  Well  With  My 
Soul" 

—Devotion  and  Memorial 
Service,"  Emma  Ball, 
Micro 

—  Youth  Report,  Virginia 
Joyner,  Kenly 

— Cragmont,  Donna  Holland, 
Union  Grove 


—Life  Membership  Award, 
Nadine  Crocker,  Mt.  Zion 

—Business  Session 

—Prayer  of  Dedication  for 
1993-1995  Officers 

—Benediction 

THELMA  JACKSON  HONORED 

Robert's  Grove  Church  honored 
Mrs.  Thelma  Jackson  on  her 
seventy-seventh  birthday,  which 
was  October  18,  1992. 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  very  sur- 
prised when  she  realized  that  the 
Sunday  night  after-church  gather- 
ing in  the  fellowship  hall  was  for 
the  occasion  of  her  birthday 
celebration.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Fred  Baker,  began  the  celebra- 
tion with  pleasant  comments  and 
prayer,  and  the  group  sang  "Hap- 
py Birthday"  to  Mrs.  Jackson  and 
Mrs.  Linda  Baker,  whose  birth- 
day was  the  same  day.  Everyone 
present  enjoyed  sharing 
homemade  birthday  cake,  ice 
cream,  finger  foods,  and  Coke 
with  her.  Mrs.  Jackson  was 
pleased  and  surprised  to  have  her 
sister  and  brother-in-law,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  Newton,  from  Buies 
Creek,  present. 

CHURCH  POUNDS  COUPLE 

Robert's  Grove  Church  honored 
Mr.    and   Mrs.    Larry  Thomas 


Faircloth  with  a  pounding  Sunday 
night,  January  17,  1993,  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred 
Baker,  gave  the  welcome,  read 
Scripture,  and  had  prayer.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Faircloth  shared  a  video 
of  their  July  25,  1992,  wedding 
which  was  held  in  Houston,  Texas. 
Larry  has  been  a  member  of 
Robert's  Grove  Church  for  many 
years,  and  he  and  his  bride, 
Kristen  Joy  Hamrick  Faircloth, 
whose  home  was  in  Houston,  now 
reside  in  Dunn,  North  Carolina, 
and  are  attending  Robert's  Grove. 

Church  members,  family,  and 
friends  enjoyed  the  video,  due  to 
not  being  able  to  attend  the  wed- 
ding. After  refreshments  were  en- 
joyed with  Larry  and  Kristen,  by 
the  approximately  seventy-five 
people  attending,  Larry  thanked 
everyone  for  the  bountiful  gifts 
and  acts  of  love  that  he  and 
Kristen  had  received. 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Central  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  meet  on 
Saturday,  March  27,  1993,  at  9:30 
a.m.,  with  Daniel's  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson.  Registration  will 
begin  at  9  a.m.  The  theme  of  the 
Convention  is  "The  Cries  of  Our 
Youth." 


<Ufie  cdifdxen  of 
tne  <zRzv.  and  cMxs.  2>  ona  Id  X.  <Venatte 

inuite  you  to  tfieix  fxaxents. 
fiftieth  ^Wleddiny  c/fnniuexiaxy  xation 
fxom  two  until  foux  in  the  aftexnoon 
the  twen  ty-eiyhth  of  <Ma  xcn 
nineteen  hundxed  and  ninety -thxee 
<POWhat*n  S<W®  Chuxch  DeClo^hif!  Ml 
2317  ZPowhatan  <cRoad 
Clayt  on,  <zNoxth  daxotina. 
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REVIVAL.  '92 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 

The  Aribungos  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church,  located  in  Barangay 
Aribungos  Brooke's  Point 
Palawan,  five  kilometers  before 
the  town  proper  of  Brooke's  Point 
Palawan,  had  her  first  church 
revival  on  October  17,  1992. 

We  have  nine  people  from  Puer- 
to Princesa  City  who  were  invited 
to  attend  the  church  revival, 
together  with  the  Musical 
Crusaders  for  Christ  Band  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  Philip- 
pines (MCC  Band). 

I  was  the  guest  speaker.  I  gave 
the  message  of  the  Lord  from  1 
Samuel  7:1-4,  and  emphasized 
"The  Life  of  Revival."  Three 
things  were  discussed:  The  Begin- 
ning of  Revival,  vv.  1-2;  The 
Challenge  of  Revival,  v.  3;  The 
Result  of  Revival,  v.  4. 

During  the  revival,  the  tribal 
group  Palawenos  attended.  I  gave 
the  challenge  to  the  people  of 
Aribungos  FWBC,  especially  to 
the  church  members  there. 

The  Bible  says,  "If  my  people, 
who  are  called  by  My  name,  will 
humble  themselves  and  pray  and 
seek  My  face  and  turn  from  their 
wicked  ways,  then  I  will  hear 
from  heaven  and  will  forgive  their 
sins  and  will  heal  their  land"  (2 
Chronicles  7:14). 

FWBC  CENTRAL  DISTRICT 
ORGANIZATION 

by  Mrs.  Susan  Basingil 

The  Central  District  was 
organized  September  23,  1992.  It 
was  held  at  the  Mission  Depart- 
ment Office,  Dagomboy  Village 
Puerto  Princesa  City,  Palawan, 
from  8  a.m.— 3  p.m.  There  were 
seventeen  workers  and  lay- 
workers  present.  It  was  composed 
of  twelve  churches,  namely  the 
Victory  FWB  Church  Anilawan, 
Mediator  FWB  Church  Luchuan, 
Calvary  FWB  Church  Bgy. 
Manalo,  Emmanuel  FWB  Church 
San  Pedro,  Buncag  FWB  Church, 
Jezreel  FWB  Church  Canigaran, 
Puerto  FWB  Church,  Maranatha 
FWB  Church  Arzaga,  Liwanagg 


FWB  Church,  Luzviminda  FWB 
Church,  Mangingisda  FWB 
Church,  and  Agape  FWB  Church 
Inagawan  Puerto  Princesa  City. 

The  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil  was 
the  devotional  speaker.  He  em- 
phasized Jesus'  appearance  to  His 
disciples,  John  21:1-4  (The 
Ministering  to  His  Disciples,  vv. 
1-3;  Commission  to  His  Disciples, 
vv.  4-6;  and  Provision  to  His 
Disciples,  vv.  7-14.) 


They  elected  Central  District 
Officers :  President,  Pastor  Nerie 
Peralta;  Vice  President,  the  Rev. 
Marcos  Taladro;  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Analiza  Erandio,  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
Espalia  Taguan;  Auditor,  Pastor 
Selverio  Erandio;  and  the  Chris- 
tian Relation  Officers,  Pastor 
Paul  Galfo  and  Brother  Dante 
dela  Rosa. 

These  elected  officers  are  in 
charge  of  the  work  of  the  Central 
District. 


GOD'S  GLFT 

by  Dante  dela  Rosa 

Everyone  has  different  gifts  that  God  has  given.  They  can  be  finan- 
cial, spiritual,  material,  or  physical.  For  the  Presto  family,  October  1, 
1992,  was  a  blessed  day.  It  was  the  day  when  God  gifted  them  with  their 
first  baby.  She  was  named  Adaiah,  which  means  the  gift  of  God. 

The  Rev.  Fidek  Presto  is  the  present  practicum  dean  of  Palawan  Bi- 
ble College,  while  Mrs.  Cerelina  Presto  is  the  present  librarian.  The  cou- 
ple wanted  to  extend  their  thanksgiving  to  God  for  giving  them  Adaiah, 
the  first  fruit  of  their  love.  They  even  want  to  extend  thanksgiving  to  all 
brethren  who  prayed  for  the  child's  delivery.  Baby  Adaiah  was 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  October  25,  1992.  Praise  the  Lord  for  this  precious 
gift. 
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THE  TRIPLETS 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 


Mary  Grace,  Mary  Joy,  and  Mary  Ann  Lahao  Lahao  were  born  on 
January  28, 1991,  at  Caruroy,  Calawag,  Taytay,  Palawan,  the  daughters 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex  Lahao  Lahao.  This  family  are  members  of  Spring 
of  Life  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  sitio  Caruroy,  Barangay  Calawag, 
Taytay,  Palawan. 

Brother  Lahao  Lahao  and  his  wife  decided  to  dedicate  their  children 
to  the  Lord,  as  the  Bible  says  in  Matthew  19:13-15,  "Then  little  children 
were  brought  to  him  that  he  might  put  his  hands  on  them  and  pray  for 
them,  and  let  the  little  children  come  to  me,  do  not  stop  them." 


CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATION 

by  Nerie  Peralta 


The  Fellowship  sa  Liwanag  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  held  its  first 
Christmas  Celebration  last  December  21,  1992.  Until  now,  we  have  not 
had  a  church  building  because  of  our  financial  status.  But  God  in  His 
marvelous  work  prepared  a  place  for  us  to  commemorate  His  birthday. 
We  traveled  in  a  pump  boat  for  almost  an  hour,  going  to  Sampaloc, 
Brgy.  Mangingisda.  We  encountered  strong  winds  and  waves  caused  by 
amihan  winds. 

Upon  arriving,  we  started  our  celebration  by  singing  Christmas 
songs  and  praises  of  thanksgiving  to  God.  Of  course  the  center  of  our 
celebration  was  the  message  of  God  given  by  the  Rev.  Roger  Malinao, 
emphasizing  the  "New  Life  at  Christmas." 

We  exchanged  gifts  and  had  plenty  of  food.  All  of  us  enjoyed  eating 
broiled  fish,  biko,  bar-b-que,  and  many  other  foods. 

God  was  blessed  His  work  in  Brgy.  Liwanag  and  there  were  six  per- 
sons baptized  during  that  time.  They  were  Mr.  Doming  Villanueva,  Mrs. 
Susan  Villanueva,  Mrs.  Eda  Mahusay,  Mrs.  Delia  Malubay,  Alix  Bada- 
jos  and  his  sister  Jeniffer  Badajos. 

Brethren,  we  ask  you  to  pray  for  us,  for  our  church  building,  and 
those  new  converts. 

To  God  be  the  glory! 

March  1993 


FAITH  IN  ACTION 

by  Leopoldo  Amoto  Jr. 

"My  God  is  a  God  of  surprises," 
I  exclaimed  joyfully  upon  know- 
ing that  God  wanted  me  to  be  in 
Itangil,  Dumaran,  Palawan,  for 
my  practicum  as  a  student  of 
Palawan  Bible  College.  Yes,  it 
was  my  prayer  that  God  would 
use  me  in  His  vineyard,  but  God 
indeed  surprised  me  very  much 
when  He  answered  my  prayer,  not 
because  I  have  no  faith  when  I 
prayed,  but  rather  He  answered 
me  more  than  I  ever  expected. 

God  entrusted  me  with  the  work 
I  never  thought  of  handling  during 
this  year  of  training,  especially  as 
self  assessment  is  concerned. 
Truly,  God  is  a  sovereign  God. 
The  way  I  see  myself  is  not  the 
way  God  looks  at  me.  So  at  first  I 
was  hesitant.  I  said  to  myself,  if 
God  will  send  workers  in  that 
place  I'm  sure  it's  not  me.  But 
God  enables  me  through  His 
grace.  So  at  present  I  am  the  stu- 
dent pastor  of  Itangil  Charity 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Dumaran,  Palawan. 

During  the  past  months,  God 
used  me  in  this  area :  the  ministry 
of  preaching  and  teaching  the 
Word  of  God,  assisting  in  ad- 
ministering the  Holy  Communion, 
conducting  special  services  like 
home  Bible  studies,  visitation, 
and  counseling  youths.  These  are 
being  done  through  the  grace  of 
God  to  maintain  the  fellowship  of 
the  brethren.  But  there  were 
times  when  I  cried  in  the  par- 
sonage, because  I  felt  sad  of  being 
alone.  But  glory  to  God  because 
He  is  my  neighbor,  Saviour,  and 
protector.  Sometimes  I  thought  it 
is  better  to  find  a  wife,  because  I 
do  not  know  how  to  cook.  But  God 
is  faithful  to  me,  especially  in  my 
ministry.  So  I  give  back  all  the 
praises  and  glory  to  God. 


SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL 
SESSION  OF  OUR 
CHURCH  CONVENTION 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

I  am  delighted  to  submit  a 
report  pertaining  to  our  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Session  of  our 
Church  Convention,  held  at 
Bareilly,  from  November  2-6, 
1992,  with  the  theme  contained  in 
John  8:31,  "If  you  are  faithful  to 
what  I  have  said  you  are  truly  my 
disciples."  It  was  really  a  time  of 
fellowship,  renewal,  dedication, 
and  commitment  to  our  concern 
for  the  work  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  exchange  of  thoughts 
at  such  an  occasion  is  beneficial 
for  the  growth  of  good  under- 
standing and  straightening  the  af- 
fairs of  our  church  institution. 

Even  though  the  time  schedule 
of  the  convention  appeared  to  be 
too  short  (as  the  business  was 
more),  yet  it  could  be  completed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  It  was  the 
second  time  that  we  met  for  the 
convention  at  Bareilly,  where 
there  is  no  arrangement  for  lodg- 
ing. Like  the  last  time,  we  used 
the  two  wings  of  the  church  for  ac- 
commodating the  delegates  by 
putting  on  a  partition  curtain.  We 
also  had  to  make  two  temporary 
levetries  besides  the  two 
bathrooms  and  two  permanent 
levetries  (attached  with  a  urinal, 
which  already  exists)  for; the  con- 
venience of  the  people.  It  was 
very  costly  to  provide  hotel  ac- 
commodations ;  and  through  such 
an  arrangement,  we  did  well 
within  our  budget.  The  food  was 
cooked  on  our  church  campus  and 
was  served  within  a  tent  accom- 
modation which  was  erected  tem- 
porarily. Our  people  felt  that  they 
fared  well  at  one  place.  They  also 
contributed  largely  in  harvesting 
the  rice  crop;  and  thus  saved  a 
sum  of  $2,500  rupees  for  *  the 
church  in  their  spare  time. 

The  convention  was  started 
with  a  stirring  message  and  Holy 
Communion.  The  ministers  and 
deacons  pledged  their  faithfulness 
to  the  Lord  in  carrying  the  burden 
of  the  cross  beyond  our  territories 


to  save  people  from  condemna- 
tion. As  the  worship  was  over, 
there  was  joy,  happiness,  and  the 
concern  of  the  work  of  the  church 
was  seen  in  the  faces  of  the 
delegates.  The  reports  of  our 
boards  and  councils  were 
presented  and  heard,  and  subse- 
quently were  accepted  for  record. 
More  emphasis  was  laid  on 
discipleship.  Some  planning  is 
underway  to  hold  a  two-day 
seminar  on  discipleship,  being 
sponsored  by  our  churches  around 
March  1993.  Special  prayers  were 
offered  for  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  and  our  counterparts  in 
the  United  States. 


The  report  of  the  work  in  the 
country  of  Nepal  was  encourag- 
ing, in  the  sense  that  Nepalis  are 
choosing  to  accept  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  more  than  other  faiths.  Our 
two  congregations  there  are  grow- 
ing spiritually  in  the  nearness  of 
God,  exchanging  their  belief  with 
their  countrymen;  and  the  time 
may  come  in  the  very  near  future 
that  many  will  accept  the  Lord 
and  be  a  part  of  us.  Even  though 
some  restrictions  have  been 
waived  in  Nepal,  it  cannot  be  said 
to  be  a  country  of  religious 
freedom.  It  is  hoped  that  soon  the 
way  will  open  for  mass  move- 
ment,  so  the   country  will  be 
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evangelized  and  saved  from  the 
pagans  and  heathens. 

The  cultural  program  of  our 
convention  is  unique.  All  the  par- 
ticipants took  part  in  it  and  en- 
joyed it  fully,  through  music, 
recitation,  and  playing  of  musical 
instruments.  The  testimonies 
were  so  solemn  that  the  hearts  of 
many  delegates  were  touched; 
and  it  became  obvious  that  the 
Lord  is  blessing  our  work  and 
preparing,  equipping,  and 
strengthening  each  of  our 
ministers  and  deacons  for  the 
great  task  ahead  of  us  in  our  coun- 
try. The  reports  of  our  ministers 
and  deacons  assured  us  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  is  moving  among  our 
congregations.  A  great  deal  of  ac- 
complishment is  on  the  way 
without  taking  too  long. 

The  campfire  service,  held 
prior  to  the  concluding  schedule, 
was  a  complete  surrender  to  the 
Lord  for  His  cause,  even  in  the 
riskiest  and  remotest  places  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  The 
highlight  of  the  convention  was 
marked  with  the  celebration  of 
the  17th  church  anniversary.  All 
departed  with  a  renewed  spirit. 
We  thanked  the  Lord  for  all  the 
blessings  that  were  received  dur- 
ing the  convention  time  and 
praise  Him,  for  He  worked  so 
wonderfully  that  all  ended  so  well. 

The  following  were  elected  as 
the  office  bearers  of  the  conven- 
tion for  the  next  two  years: 

1.  Moderator,  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

2.  Executive  Secretary,  the  Rev. 
Pramod  March 

3.  Treasurer,  the  Rev.  William  Samuel 
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4.  Secretary,  Council  of  Ministers, 
the  Rev.  Isa  Charan 

5.  Secretary,  Council  of  Evangelism, 
the  Rev.  Joyti  Prakash 

The  delegates  warmly  thank  the 
Rev.  Harold  Jones,  our  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  for  helping  us  through 
his  prayer  and  financial  support, 
which  enable  us  to  hold  the  con- 
vention every  year  so  regularly. 
His  presence  was  deeply  missed. 

JAMIE  ATTENDS  THE 
PRESIDENTIAL  YOUTH 
INAUGURAL  CONFERENCE 

Jamie,  a  resident  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home, 
was  selected  to  attend  The 
Presidential  Youth  Inaugural 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  Con- 
gressional Youth  Leadership 
Council  in  Washington,  DC,  from 
January  17-20,  1993.  Jamie  was 
among  500  outstanding  high 
school  students  from  across  the 
country  who  had  the  rare  oppor- 
tunity to  experience  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  42nd  president  of  the 
United  States,  William  Jefferson 
Clinton. 

Conference  participants  repre- 
sented their  schools  and  com- 
munities, were  selected  by  their 
high  school  principals,  based  on 
demonstrated  academic  achieve- 
ment, leadership,  and  citizenship. 
During  this  once-in-a-lifetime 
event,  the  young  leaders  met  with 
members  of  Congress,  executive 
officials,  historians,  academi- 
cians, and  leading  journalists  to 
gain  a  deeper  understanding  of 
the    history,    tradition,  and 


Jamie 

significance  of  the  American  elec- 
toral process  and  the  presidential 
inauguration. 

Jamie  witnessed  the  swearing- 
in  ceremony  of  the  42nd  president 
of  the  United  States  and  the  in- 
augural parade  down  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue.  Additional  pro- 
gram highlights  included  visits  to 
the  offices  of  the  student's 
Senators  and  Representatives,  a 
performance  at  the  Kennedy 
Center,  and  a  foreign  policy  brief- 
ing at  the  State  Department. 
Visits  to  the  Presidential  Transi- 
tion Team,  the  Armed  Forces  In- 
augural Committee,  and  the 
Presidential  Inaugural  Commit- 
tee gave  the  young  leaders  a 
behind-the-scenes  look  at  the 
presidential  campaign,  can- 
didates, and  inauguration.  Final-, 
ly,  Jamie's  exciting  week  ended 
with  a  black  tie  dinner  and  an  in- 
augural youth  ball. 

This  was  the  third  Presidential 
Youth  Inaugural  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  Congressional 
Youth  Leadership  Council,  a  non- 
profit, nonpartisan,  civic  educa- 
tion organization  located  in 
Washington,  DC.  The  Council's 
mission  is  to  recognize  out- 
standing youth  and  to  provide 
them  with  a  unique  "hands-on" 
civics  learning  experience  in  the 
nation's  capital. 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
ANNUAL  TELETHON  SUNDAY 

A  SPECIAL  DAY  TO  SHOW  CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION 
THROUGH  PRAYER  AND  GIVING. 


MARCH  28,  1993 

THEME:  CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION 
THEME  SCRIPTURE:  MATTHEW  9:36-38 


GOAL  1993:     A  total  of  $90,000  in  gifts  on  this  Sun- 
day. This  goal  can  easily  be  reached  if 
every  church  and  individual  gives  with 
Christian  compassion,  even  as  Christ 
gave  of  Himself  for  the  multitudes. 

Call  in  your  special  offering  between 
1:30  and  5:30  p.m.  Dial:  919-746-4963. 
Your  call  is  an  expression  of  your 
Christian  compassion  for  the  lost  around 
the  world. 

"But  whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  com- 
passion from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in 
him?"  (1  John  3:17). 


DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS 

March  28,  1993 

Revival  only  comes  through  prayer— God  has  promised  revival  in 
these  words:  "If  my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humble 
themselves,  and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked 
ways;  then  will  I  hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will 
heal  their  land"  (2  Chronicles  7:14). 

//  we  will  obey  in  prayer,  God  will  send  revival.  Friends,  we 
desperately  need  revival.  Please  hear  this  cry  and  PRAY!  Mark  11:24, 
"Therefore  I  say  unto  you,  What  things  soever  ye  desire,  when  ye  pray, 
believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  them." 

CHRISTIAN  COMPASSION  PRAYS  FOR  REVIVAL  AND  WORLD  MISSIONS. 
PRAYER  GOAL  1993:  All  churches  joining  together  in  united  prayer  for  revival,  and 
world  missions  during  the  Morning  Worship  Hour  on  March  28,  1993. 


)"  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
P.O.  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
Phone:  919-746-4963 
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CHAPEL  SPEAKER  SAYS 
"HARD  DECISIONS" 
AHEAD  IN  MEDICINE 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Dr.  Donald  A.  Ribeiro,  Pitt 
County  physician,  Mount  Olive 
College  Trustee,  and  ordained 
Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  out- 
lined the  "hard  decisions"  that 
will  have  to  be  made  in  medicine. 
Speaking  to  MOC  students,  facul- 
ty, and  staff  during  a  weekly 
chapeL  service,  Dr.  Ribeiro  said 
that  it  has  been  reported  that 
Medicare  will  be  bankrupt  by  the 
year  2002,  requiring  that  U.S. 
citizens  change  their  expectations 
about  medical  treatment  for  the 
elderly. 

He  said  the  first  problem  we 
face  is  economic  and  the  second  is 
ethical,  moral.  "The  average  per- 
son today  will  live  to  be  80  years 
old,  and  90  percent  of  the  money 
you  will  spend  in  your  entire 
lifetime  will  be  spent  in  the  last 
six  months  of  your  life,"  he  said. 

"We  have  the  technology  to 
keep  a  person  living,  but  at  the 
same  time  we  no  longer  have 
unlimited  resources  to  provide 
that  care  for  everyone,"  he  em- 
phasized. 

Dr.  Ribeiro  posed  the  question, 
"What  is  death? 

"Death  used  to  be  when  the 
heart  stopped  beating  and  we 
stopped  breathing.  Now  we  have 
machines  to  pump  our  hearts  and 
breathe  for  us.  Today  the  defini- 
tion of  death  is  the  loss  of  brain 
wave  function,  and  families  are 
having  to  make  the  decisions 
about  when  to  cut  the  machines 
off,"  he  said. 

"We  face  ethical,  moral  deci- 
sions—the decision  to  keep  alive  a 
five-year-old  child  who  has  cancer 
is  one  thing— it  is  quite  different 
at  the  bedside  of  a  95  year  old,"  he 
said. 

"Why  is  this  important  to  you?" 
he  asked,  looking  across  the 
predominantly  college-age  au- 
dience. "I'll  tell  you  why;  because 
you  are  the  ones  who  are  going  to 
pay  for  it. 


"More  people  are  turning  65 
than  any  other  segment  of  our 
society,  and  if  Medicare  is  going 
bankrupt,  that  means  in  nine 
short  years  the  insurance  of  those 
people  will  be  gone." 

Noting  that  his  practice  is  the 
only  one  in  a  large  area  that  will 
accept  new  Medicare  patients, 
Dr.  Ribeiro  said,  "I  am  an  expert 
on  the  care  of  the  elderly  ;  70  per- 
cent of  the  patients  I  see  in  my  of- 
fice are  on  Medicare. 

"How  are  we  going  to  solve  the 
problem?"  he  asked.  "First,  we 
have  to  change  the  expectations  of 
U.S.  citizens.  If  you  live  in 
England,  for  instance,  and  you 
cannot  personally  afford  a  treat- 
ment, the  government  refuses  to 
pay  for  it  if  you  are  over  60  years 
of  age. 

"We  have  only  had  Medicare  in 
the  United  States  since  1965  when 
it  was  instituted  by  LB  J  (then 
President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson). 
We  have  come  to  expect  the 
government  to  take  care  of  us. 

"That  won't  work  anymore,"  he 


said.  "Every  one  of  you  will  have 
someone  you  love  need  care.  You 
are  the  ones  who  will  have  to 
make  the  moral  decisions.  And  I 
predict  that  one  day  I  will  look  in  a 
book  and  say,  'Unless  you  can  af- 
ford this  treatment,  you  can't 
have  it.' 

"We  must  institute  family 
values.  I  remember  when  I  was 
growing  up  (in  a  single-parent 
family  with  few  resources).  The 
church  took  care  of  me.  I  feel  an 
obligation,"  he  said,  "to  take  the 
responsibility  of  caring,  to  pay 
back  what  was  given  to  me.  We 
have  to  take  care  of  our  elderly, 
our  friends,  our  loved  ones— not 
leave  it  to  the  U.S.  Government. 

"We  have  to  decide.  When  we 
have  12  and  13-year-old  girls  preg- 
nant, are  we  going  to  put  our 
money  into  pre-natal  care?"  he 
asked.  "We  must  balance  the 
ethical,  moral,  and  economic.  We 
don't  have  the  money.  We  can't 
keep  everybody  living. 

"It's  going  to  take  some  hard 
decisions." 


Dr.  Donald  Ribeiro,  a  member  of  Winterville  Church,  Pitt  County  (right),  talks  with  members  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  family  following  his  talk  at  a  weekly  chapel  service.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Darren  Davenport,  religion  major,  a  member  of  Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County; 
Happy  Taylor,  Bookstore  Manager,  Smith's  New  Home  Church,  Lenoir  County;  Jean  F. 
Ackiss,  director  of  Church  Support,  Spring  Hill  Church,  Wayne  County;  and  Dr.  Barbara 
Kornegay,  vice  president  for  Planning  and  Support  Services  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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MOC  SPRING 
CONVOCATION: 

HEAR  YOUR  CALLING 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 

"My  youngest  daughter  asked  me  if  I  was  going 
to  tell  stories  today,"  said  Dr.  Penny  B.  Ziemer, 
speaker  for  Spring  Convocation  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. "Let  me  begin  with  one,"  she  said  as  she 
looked  across  the  audience  in  College  Hall.  More 
than  400  people  were  present  for  the  inspirational 
challenge  to  launch  the  second  semester  of 
academic  growth  at  eastern  North  Carolina's  most 
innovative  liberal  arts  college  south  of  Raleigh. 

Qualified  to  stimulate  students,  Dr.  Ziemer's 
educational  background  includes  undergraduate 
work  at  Meredith  College  and  graduate  work  at 
North  Carolina  State  and  Emory  Universities.  Hir- 
ing her  as  a  faculty  member  in  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 


lege program  at  Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base, 
Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes,  vice  president  for  special  ser- 
vices, declared  of  her,  "Students  tell  me  how  good 
Dr.  Ziemer  is,  how  well  she  functions  with  other 
faculty.  When  I  moved  into  my  office  two  weeks  ago, 
she  helped  me  put  books  in  my  bookcase.  She  is  a 
remarkable  person,  a  licensed  minister  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  and  a  teacher  of  theology  and 
literature." 

Fully  introduced  and  ready  to  carry  students  in- 
to the  wonderland  of  stories,  Dr.  Ziemer  began.  She 
described  a  young  man  who  was  out  of  work.  In 
desperation,  this  young  man  went  to  the  local  zoo  to 
see  if  he  could  find  work.  The  zoo  keeper  that  day 
happened  to  be  saddened,  because  he  had  lost  a 
gorilla.  In  a  state  of  mourning,  the  zoo  keeper  half 
wished  someone  would  dress  up  like  a  gorilla  and 
play  being  a  gorilla.  The  young  man  begged  the  zoo 
keeper  to  let  him  dress  up  like  a  gorilla  and  swing 
about  in  the  empty  gorilla  cage  for  a  two-week  trial. 

The  zoo  keeper  agreed. 

The  young  man  began  swinging,  twisting,  roll- 
ing about  the  cage  in  his  gorilla  outfit.  He  found  out 
that  he  was  good.  The  crowds  liked  him.  One  day, 


r 


Program  participants  in  Mount  Olive  College's  Spring  Convocation  are  pictured  following  the  service:  (from  left)  Charles  L.  Stevens,  athletic 
staff,  Scripture  lesson;  Dorothy  C.  Whitley,  academic  deam,  Convocation  prayer;  Dr.  Opey  D.  Jeanes,  vice  president  for  Special  Services  at 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Force  Base  who  introduced  the  speaker;  Dr.  Penny  B.  Ziemer,  a  professor  at  the  SJAFB  program,  speaker;  Almond  R. 
Warrick,  dean  of  Student  Development,  benediction;  and  Frank  R.  Harrison,  chaplain,  invocation.  Convocation  is  the  official  gathering  of  the 
College  family  at  the  beginning  of  each  semester. 
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Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt,  chairman  of  MOC's  Religion  Department, 
speaks  with  Convocation  speaker  Dr.  Penny  B.  Ziemer,  who  teaches 
English  and  religion  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


the  door  to  the  cage  was  ajar  and  he  accidentally 
made  a  long  swing  into  the  lion's  cage.  He  mur- 
mured to  himself,  "Oh,  I  wish  I  hadn't  taken  this 
work!"  When  the  lion  did  nothing,  he  relaxed. 
Gradually  he  got  bolder,  would  deliberately  swing 
into  the  lion's  cage,  dangle  his  tail  into  the  lion's 
face,  look  at  the  lion  eyeball  to  eyeball. 

One  day  the  young  man  suddenly  fell  to  the  floor 
of  the  lion's  cage.  He  gasped.  He  looked  straight  into 
the  lion's  face.  Suddenly  the  lion  said,  "I  just  wish 
you'd  get  quiet.  Do  you  want  both  of  us  to  lose  our 
job?" 

The  audience  clapped.  Humor  hovered  over  Col- 
lege Hall  like  baptismal  rain. 

Dr.  Ziemer  looked  out  in  the  faces  of  the 
students  and  declared,  "I  want  you  to  learn  how  to 
lose  a  job." 

"What?  How  to  lose  a  job?  Isn't  college  all  about 
getting  a  job?"  one  student  asked  another. 

"A  job  is  a  lump,  a  piece  of  work,"  explained  Dr. 
Ziemer.  "Shakespeare  has  Hamlet  to  refer  to  man 
as  a  piece  of  work.  Later,  Hamlet  refers  to  man  as 
the  quintessence  of  dust.  Hamlet  had  a  job  on  his 
hand  when  he  returned  home  to  find  his  father  dead 
and  his  mother  married  to  the  man  who  had  killed 
his  father.  But  we  do  not  come  here  to  be  a  piece  of 
work.  We  do  not  want  to  fall  to  ashes  when  our  work 
is  done.  We  come  together  to  ask  the  large 
questions." 

She  paused.  "We  need  to  ask  those  timeless 
questions.  What  are  my  gifts  and  how  do  I  want  to 
use  those  gifts?  A  job  is  not  simply  an  unpleasant 
task.  A  job  is  not  working  for  minimum  wage.  When 
you  see  a  job  as  such  a  lump,  then  you  may  ex- 
perience the  terrible  knowledge  that  a  piece  of  you  is 
wasting  away.  The  first  thing  to  learn  is  to  lose  your 
job." 
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A  second  thing  to  give  up  is  a  true  occupation, 
according  to  Dr.  Ziemer.  An  occupation  can  become 
a  personal  conquest  as  well  as  someone  else's  vision. 
The  little  treasures  of  an  occupation  may  end  up  in 
trash.  If  we  follow  someone  else's  vision,  then  there 
may  be  no  room  left  for  our  own  vision. 

Dr.  Ziemer  told  the  story  of  a  student  who  went 
to  his  master  teacher.  As  he  sat  with  his  teacher,  the 
teacher  kept  pouring  tea  into  a  cup  that  was 
overflowing.  The  student  asked,  "Master,  I  have 
learned  all  I  can.  You've  brought  me  this  far.  What 
am  I  supposed  to  do  now?" 

The  teacher  kept  pouring  the  tea  so  that  the  cup 
overflowed.  Slowly  the  teacher  looked  up  into  the 
face  of  the  student  and  said,  "You're  so  full  of  my 
answers  that  you  leave  no  room  for  your  own  ques- 
tions." 

Dr.  Ziemer  explained,  "Your  teachers  give  you 
your  raw  material,  but  they  cannot  give  you  a 
dream.  You  must  lose  a  job  first.  Empty  yourself  of 
that  lump  of  work  so  that  you  can  listen  for  your 
vocation,  for  your  special  calling.  Other  people  may 
allow  you  freedom,  space,  and  the  raw  material,  but 
no  one  can  hear  that  unique  calling  for  you.  You 
must  hear  it  for  yourself." 

In  order  to  hear  the  calling,  Dr.  Ziemer  stressed 
asking  the  large  questions :  Why  do  I  want  to  do  this 
work?  What  are  my  special  gifts?  What  do  I  love? 
She  warned,  "Don't  listen  to  the  voices  that  are  not 
your  voice.  Don't  allow  someone  else  to  answer  your 
questions.  The  poet  Rilke  told  a  poet  not  to  ask 
whether  his  verses  were  good.  Instead,  Rilke  ad- 
vised the  poet  to  go  into  himself,  to  search  for  the 
reason  he  writes,  to  delve  into  the  deep  within." 

Dr.  Ziemer  emphasized  asking  the  big  ques- 
tions: What  are  my  gifts  that  reflect  the  Kingdom  of 
God?  What  vocation  must  I  live  out  with  or  without 
pay?  What  calls  me  at  my  deepest  level? 

"Remember,"  she  urged,  "the  questions  of 
urgency  are  those  questions  that  transformed  a  stut- 
tering Moses  into  a  leader,  a  shepherd  boy  into  a 
king.  When  you  have  done  with  your  jobs  and 
emptied  yourselves  of  your  occupations,  you  may 
hear  a  voice  calling  to  you.  Listen  now  in  your  time 
of  scholarship.  Now  you  have  the  time  which  can 
free  you  to  listen  to  your  special  calling.  You  might 
hear  your  calling  speak  out  to  you  from  the  face  of  a 
child  from  Somalia  or  across  the  street.  You  might 
hear  your  calling  from  the  face  of  a  teacher.  At  any 
moment,  you  might  startle  others  by  bringing  forth 
from  them  the  talents  they  never  knew  they  had. 
Hear  those  large  questions  because  no  one  can  hear 
them  for  you.  Don't  be  afraid.  Just  keep  on  listening. 
Keep  on  listening  to  the  call  to  animate  you,  to 
reveal  to  you  the  life  hidden  under  these  suits  of 
flesh.  This  living  out  your  calling  I  wish  for  you  to- 
day and  for  all  the  days  to  come,"  she  concluded. 
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DINING  HALL-STUDENT 
UNION  CONSTRUCTION  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

by  Lisa  D.  Dawson 
MOC  Office  of  Public  Information 

For  years,  Mount  Olive  College 
has  been  preparing  to  completely 
move  all  operations  to  its  main 
campus.  A  major  part  of  this 
dream  is  becoming  a  reality  with 
the  construction  of  the  College's 
new  Dining  Hall-Student  Union. 
MOC  expects  to  open  the  new 
facility  by  late  spring  1993.  The 
Dining  Hall-Student  Union  will 
serve  both  students  and  the 
public. 

The  services  of  this  building  will 
cover  two  areas:  to  serve  as  a 
cafeteria  for  the  students,  faculty, 
church,  and  community;  and  to 
serve  as  a  student  service  center 
for  the  resident  students  and  com- 
muter students. 

Cafeteria 

"Our  new  cafeteria  will  be  the 
showcase  of  eastern  North 
Carolina,"  says  Randy  Anselmi, 
MOC  director  of  Food  Services. 
"We  will  be  able  to  seat  600  per- 
sons for  dinners  and  special 
events.  Also,  we  will  have  a  pizza 
oven  to  serve  pizza,  a  charbroiled 
grill  to  serve  hamburgers  and 
other  charbroiled  items,  just  like 
what  you'd  get  in  fast  food 
places,"  he  says.  The  facility  will 
house  a  regular  grill  for  frying 
and  a  snack  bar  for  students  be- 
tween meals. 

"We  will  have  multiple  fryers, 
so  that  we  can  serve  different 
kinds  of  fried  foods  at  the  same 
time,"  says  Anselmi.  "The 
cafeteria  will  also  offer  a  cold  cut 
plate  cooler,  where  cold  sand- 
wiches and  various  salads  will  be 
available,  and  also  a  larger  salad 
bar  and  hot  bar  for  those  students 
who  are  on  diets  or  are  vege- 
tarians." 

"The  kitchen  area  will  contain 
nine  tables  to  work  on,  which  will 
be  a  luxury  to  the  staff  now," 
Anselmi  says.  "We  will  have  a 
walk-in  cooler,  enabling  the 
cafeteria  to  offer  a  larger  variety 
of  items,  and  we  will  be  able  to 


store  more  items  from  vendors." 
At  present,  the  cafeteria  only  has 
enough  space  to  store  about  two 
and  a  half  days'  supplies  in  its 
cooler. 

"A  variety  of  activities  will  be 
possible  with  the  new  cafeteria," 
says  Anselmi.  "Some  of  the  things 
that  we'll  be  able  to  offer  are  a 
once-a-month  steak  night  and 
monthly  specials  that  will  go 
along  with  other  campus-wide  ac- 
tivities. Also,  we'll  offer  weekly 
specials  such  as  a  nacho  bar,  a 
pasta  bar,  a  vegetable  bar,  a 
dessert  bar,  and  a  Sunday 
buffet." 

Student  Services  Center 
"Everyone  is  excited  about  the 
idea  of  the  new  Dining  Hall- 
Student  Union,  because  it  will  put 
together  two  things  that  are 
essential  for  students— someplace 
to  eat  and  somewhere  to  relax  and 
have  fun,"  says  Al  Warrick,  dean 
of  Student  Services. 

The  student  center  will  offer 
mailboxes,  a  game  room,  and  a 
T.V.  area.  The  building  will  con- 
tain various  areas  for  meetings, 
parties,  and  socials.  There  will 
also  be  a  brick  patio  area  outside 
with  a  grill  for  cooking  and 
several  picnic  tables. 

Students  and  Faculty 

"The  new  building  will  offer 
everyone  a  comfortable  area  for 


meetings,"  says  Dr.  K.  David 
Hines,  assistant  to  MOC  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper.  "We  will 
probably  have  an  increased  par- 
ticipation in  student  activities 
since  the  building  is  on  the  main 
campus." 

The  locality  of  the  new  building 
will  be  ideal  for  faculty  and  staff. 
"It  will  be  great  to  walk  next  door 
to  the  cafeteria  to  eat  lunch  or  to 
just  get  a  snack,"  says  Patti 
O'Donoghue,  who  works  in  the  ad- 
ministration building,  which  is 
located  next  to  the  new  facility. 

Students  like  the  idea  that  a  new 
cafeteria  and  student  union  will 
be  opening  at  the  center  of  College 
activities.  "It  will  offer  a  better 
place  to  eat  and  hopefully  unite 
the  College  a  little  better,  since  all 
classes  will  be  held  at  the  main 
campus,"  said  Jeff  Celeste  of 
Goldsboro. 

"The  new  building  will  offer 
students  a  centralized  meeting 
place  and  will  eliminate  the 
problem  of  those  without 
transportation  finding  a  ride 
downtown,"  says  freshman  Beth 
Crawford  of  Faison. 

To  some  students,  the  new  con- 
struction is  exciting  to  watch.  "I 
cannot  wait  until  the  opening  of 
the  new  cafeteria.  It  has  been  ex- 
citing to  watch  the  building  start 
from  the  ground  up,"  says  Tracey 
McCoy,  a  junior  from  Cove  City, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will 
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Baptist  Church,  the  College's 
sponsoring  denomination.  "It  is 
the  realization  of  a  long-time 
dream  of  the  faculty,  administra- 
tion, and  the  trustees,  as  well  as 
the  community  and  our  denomi- 
nation." 

"The  two  things  that  I  will  miss 
in  the  old  cafeteria  building  will 
be  the  graffiti  wall  and  just  the 
basic  traditions  and  memories  of 
the  older  building,"  says  Melissa 
Woodall,  a  senior  from  La 
Grange.  "I  like  the  idea  that  there 
will  be  more  room  for  club  ac- 
tivities and  also  that  we'll  have 
better  looking  facilities  for  spon- 
soring community  events,"  adds 
Ms.  Woodall. 

Completion 

"If  everything  continues  as  nor- 
mal, the  building  should  be  com- 


pleted as  expected,"  says  Steve 
Kincannon,  site  manager  for 
Jackson  Builders,  the  general 
contractor.  "Some  cement  still 
has  to  be  poured  and  some  inside 
work  still  completed.  Unless  we 
have  bad  weather  or  supplies  are 
delayed  in  delivery,  completion 
will  be  on  schedule." 

By  the  end  of  January, 
$1,653,748  in  gifts  and  pledges  had 
been  raised  toward  the  $2  million 
project. 

One  thing  is  sure:  With  the 
opening  of  the  new  facility,  Mount 
Olive  College  also  opens  a  new 
chapter  in  its  history. 

The  Dining  Hall-Student  Union  was  written 
by  Lisa  Dawson  of  Kinston,  a  senior  major- 
ing in  English.  Ms.  Dawson  works  in  the  Col- 
lege's Public  Information  Office  through 
MOC's  Cooperative  Education  Program. 


The  photograph  of  the  new  facility  was 
taken  by  Kimberly  Sutton  of  Clinton,  a 
freshman  Leaders  Scholar. 

WILLIAMS  RESIGNS 
POSITION  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Jimmy  Williams,  vice  president 
for  institutional  advancement  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  announced 
his  resignation  to  accept  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  Mount  Olive  Middle 
School  effective  in  February. 

Mount  Olive  College  has  begun 
a  study  of  the  administrative 
structure  of  the  College  as  it 
relates  to  the  areas  under 
Williams'  responsibility.  Those 
areas  include  Gift  Support,  Ad- 
missions, Financial  Aid,  Alumni 
Affairs,  and  Public  Relations.  The 
study  will  provide  a  basis  for 
future  recommendations  regard- 
ing the  organization  and  manage- 
ment of  those  functions. 

Williams,  who  joined  the  ad- 
ministrative staff  of  the  College  in 
1984,  has  served  in  a  wide-range  of 
assignments  and  made  a  signfi- 
cant  contribution  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  College. 

Previous  school  administrative 
positions  have  included  principal 
of  Southern  Wayne  High  School 
and  headmaster  of  Wayne  Coun- 
try Day  School.  Williams  is  a  life- 
long educator  who  has  also  served 
as  both  teacher  and  coach  in  the 
public  schools. 

"While  we  will  miss  his 
valuable  services  at  the  College, 
we  understand  his  desire  to  return 
to  school  administration,  a  work 
he  loves  and  in  which  he  has  ex- 
celled. Our  best  wishes  go  with 
him,"  said  Mount  Olive  College's 
president,  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

1993  CHURCH  BASKETBALL 
NIGHT  AT  MOC: 
WERE  YOU  THERE? 

Two  "Steves"  won  the  basket- 
ball shoot-outs,  21  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist churches  brought  373  visitors, 
and  nearly  1,000  spectators 
packed  the  bleachers,  making  the 
1993  Church  Basketball  Night  at 
Mount  Olive  College  a  rousing 
success. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  FELLOWSHIP  OFFICERS 
ELECTED  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Officers  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  at  Mount  Olive  College 
have  been  elected  for  the  1992-93  academic  year. 

Officers  are:  (from  left)  Kimberly  Sutton  of  Clinton,  secretary/ 
treasurer;  Janet  Corbett  of  Pine  town,  a  member  of  Shiloh  Church, 
Beaufort  County,  vice  president;  Tracy  McCoy  of  Cove  City,  a  member 
of  Core  Creek  Church,  Craven  County,  song  leader;  Darren  Davenport 
of  Winterville,  a  member  of  Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County,  presi- 
dent; and  Amanda  Jones,  Belhaven,  a  member  of  Sidney  Church, 
Beaufort  County,  pianist.  Not  pictured  are:  Michael  Skinner, 
Riegelwood,  song  leader;  and  Susie  Burrus,  Corapeake,  publicity 
chairperson. 

The  purposes  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship  are  to  provide  a 
setting  for  fellowship,  service,  and  worship;  to  provide  programs  of  in- 
terest on  matters  concerning  Christian  commitment;  and  to  provide  op- 
portunities to  develop  leadership  ability  (photo  by  Lisa  D.  Dawson). 
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Youth  groups  brought  their  best 
"shooters"  for  the  action-packed 
half  time  Free  Throw  Contests. 
Stephen  Brown,  a  senior  at  North 
Johnston  High  School  and  a 
member  of  Micro  Church, 
Johnston  County,  won  the  Young 
Person  Shoot-out.  Steve  Hum- 
phrey, of  Saint  Mary's  Church, 
Craven  County,  won  in  the  Youth 
Leaders  category. 

Churches  participating  in  this 
once-a-year  special  event  for  Free 
Will  Baptists  include:  Micro,  Pine 


Level,  Rains  Cross  Roads, 
Yelverton's  Grove,  and  Bethel,  in 
Johnston  County;  Robert's  Grove 
and  Shady  Grove,  in  Sampson 
County;  Spring  Hill,  Union  Grove, 
Stoney  Creek,  and  Black  Jack,  in 
Wayne  County;  Westside  and  La 
Grange,  in  Lenoir  County; 
Winterville  and  Bethany,  in  Pitt 
County ;  Trent  in  Pamlico  County ; 
Saint  Mary's  in  Craven  County; 
White  Oak  in  Columbus  County; 
Haymont  in  Cumberland  County; 
White  Hill  in  Beaufort  County; 
and  Lee's  Chapel  in  Harnett  Coun- 


ty. 

The  "Top  4"  in  attendance  were 
Saint  Mary's  with  40  present, 
Rains  Cross  Roads  with  38,  Shady 
Grove  with  36,  and  Winterville 
with  31. 

"A  great  success!"  said  MOC 
Admissions  Counselor  Tim 
Woodard,  who  is  a  member  of 
Rains  Cross  Roads  Church. 

"I'm  already  looking  forward  to 
next  year!"  said  Director  of  Ad- 
missions and  a  member  of  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Dianne  B.  Riley. 
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FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
ATTEND  VISITATION  DAY  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

These  Free  Will  Baptist 
students  take  a  look  at  Mount 
Olive  College's  Spring  Visitation 
Day  program  with  Dr.  K.  David 
Hines,  assistant  to  MOC  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Myra  Strickland  of 
Palmer  Memorial  Church,  Wake 
County;  John  McLamb  of  Shady 
Grove  Church,  Sampson  County; 
Hines;  Mike  Wiggs,  Stoney  Creek 
Church,  Wayne  County;  Jason 
Spell,  Robert's  Grove  Church, 
Sampson  County;  and  Clint 
Smith,  Deep  Run  Church,  Lenior 
County. 

More  than  150  people  attended 
the  program,  which  was  one  of  the 
College's  most  successful  spring 
visitation  events.  Visitors  from 
Florida,  South  Carolina,  and  21 
North  Carolina  counties  toured 
the  campus,  received  information 
about  financial  aid  and  student 
and  academic  life.  The  afternoon 
kicked  off  with  a  buffet  luncheon 
with  current  MOC  students  and 
faculty,  and  entertainment  by  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Singers. 

The  day  concluded  with  scholar- 
ship interviews,  a  special  session 
for  Free  Will  Baptists,  music 
auditions,  opportunities  to  meet 
MOC's  coaches,  a  presentation 
about  student  drama/publica- 
tions, and  information  about  the 
visual  communication  program. 
Special  gifts  were  available  to 
those  who  stopped  by  to  visit  the 
College  bookstore  (photo  by  Patti 
O'Donoghue). 


BOOK  SOUGHT 

Vivian  Smith,  of  Dover,  NC,  is 
trying  to  locate  a  copy  of  the  book, 
"Sunrise,"  by  Grace  Livingston 
Hill.  Anyone  having  a  copy  of  the 
work  in  good  condition,  or  with  in- 
formation about  finding  one,  is 
asked  to  contact  Mrs.  Smith  by 
writing  to  her  at  2620  Dover  Ft. 
Barnwell  Road,  Dover,  NC  28526; 
or  by  phoning  (919)  523-5903  (col- 
lect). 


evening 

at  Mount  Olive  College 


//  you  think  you  don't  have  time  for  college,  you  do  have  time. 
At  MOC  you  can  complete  a  college  course  in  only  8  weeks. 

Spring  B  Evening  Classes:  March  8  -  April  27 


Course  Monday/Wednesday  Classes  Credit  Hours 

ENG  480  Special  Topics:  Children's  Literature  3 

PED 100  Fitness  for  Life  2 

CIS  125  Introduction  to  Desktop  Design  (Monday  only)  1 

Course  Tuesday/Thursday  Classes  Credit  Hours 

CIS  120  Introduction  to  Computer  Information  Systems  3 

CIS  124  Windows  &  DOS  (Tuesday  only)  1 

HIS  230  North  Carolina  History  3 

PSY  470  History  of  Psychology  3 


Registration: 

Henderson  Building  6:00-6:45  p.m.  on  first  evening  of  class. 
Classes  meet: 

6:30-9:20  p.m.  in  the  Henderson  Building  and  College  Hall 


For  more  information  call 
Mount  Olive  College's 
Admissions  Team: 
Dianne  Riley,  Tim  Woodard  or  Eric  Weeks 
at  919-658-2502  or  1-800-653-0854 


514  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


March  1993 
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GREAT  NEWS!  GREAT  NEWS! 

by  the  Rev.  John  Williams 


Beginning  January  1992,  the 
balance  on  our  debt  to  Church 
Finance  was  $170,861.62.  During 
the  year  of  1992,  we  mailed  three 
payments  totaling  $52,352.  This 
has  reduced  the  balance  to 
$130,154.66,  as  of  December  28, 
1992. 

You  may  ask,  "What  has  al- 
lowed us  to  reduce  this  debt  by  so 
much  so  fast?"  Two  things  have 
been  in  place  to  help  make  these 
reductions  in  our  debt.  First, 
because  of  the  "Jubilee  Fund 
Drive,"  the  principle  has  been 
reduced  significantly  for  the  past 
two  years.  While  the  "Jubilee" 
program  was  an  ingenious  one,  it 
could  not  have  happened  without 
the  churches  and  individuals  who 
are  participating.  As  has  been 
stated  from  the  beginning,  400 
pledges  are  needed  to  retire  the 
debt  by  the  goal  date  of  August 
1995.  Currently,  we  have  203 
pledges,  with  119  given  by  in- 
dividuals or  families  and  84  given 
by  churches  or  church  organiza- 
tions. You  can  see  that  we  still 
need  individuals  and  churches  to 
make  pledges  in  order  to  reach 
the  400  pledges  needed. 

The  second  reason  that  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt  has  been  possible 
is  that  the  interest  rate  has  been 
low  for  the  last  two  years.  Our 
loan  is  on  a  floating  interest  rate. 
You  remember  that  during  the 
early  1980s,  interest  rates  were 
high.  It  was  not  unusual  for  us  to 
pay  $30,000  to  $33,000  in  interest 
alone.  With  today's  low  interest 
rates,  more  of  our  payments  go 
toward  the  principle  balance.  For 
example,  let's  use  1992  figures  to 
illustrate:  Paid  into  Church 
Finance  Association,  $52,352; 
amount  that  went  to  principle, 
$40,706.96 ;  amount  that  went  to  in- 
terest, $11,645.04. 

Much  progress  has  been  made. 
However,  we  cannot  quit.  There  is 
still  a  $130,154.66  balance,  plus  the 
interest. 


What  has  been  the  most 
discouraging  factor  in  retiring 
Cragmont's  debt? 

This  question  was  asked  by  one 
of  our  lay  people  this  past  fall. 
What  discourages  me  more  than 
anything  is  the  fact  that  more  in- 
dividuals and  families  have  sup- 
ported Cragmont  through  the 
"Jubilee"  than  churches.  Cur- 
rently, there  are  six  individuals  or 
families  who  are  working  on  or 


of  all  our  churches.  However,  I  do 
believe  that  if  our  churches  would 
plan  some  special  way  to  raise 
these  funds,  it  would  not  be  as  dif- 
ficult a  task  as  some  think.  For 
example,  one  church  held  several 
Wednesday  night  spaghetti  sup- 
pers where  all  who  attended  paid 
an  amount  per  person  until  the 
$1,000  was  raised.  It  took  some 
time  to  raise  $1,000  but  they  did  it! 
Some  churches  have  designated  a 
particular  offering  or  offerings 
each  month  to  go  toward  their 
Jubilee  pledge. 


have  completed  their  second 
Jubilee  pledge.  There  is  one  fami- 
ly who  is  now  working  on  its  third 
Jubilee  pledge.  It  is  hard  for  me  to 
understand  how  some  individuals 
or  families  can  contribute  two  or 
even  three  $1,000  pledges  and  not 
even  half  of  our  churches  or 
church  organizations  will  par- 
ticipate. Someone  suggested  that 
some  of  our  churches  could  not  af- 
ford the  $1,000  pledge.  Certainly,  I 
do  not  know  the  financial  situation 


Goal  for  1993? 

Our  goal  is  to  amass  the  re- 
maining 197  pledges  needed  to 
retire  this  debt.  We  have  approx- 
imately two  and  a  half  years  to 
get  these  funds  in.  That  is  plenty 
of  time  for  churches  to  create  a 
way  of  raising  their  $1,000  pledge 
and  to  send  it  in  to  Cragmont. 
Make  your  commitment  soon. 
"You  can  give  without  loving  but 
you  can't  love  without  giving" 
(Bits  and  Pieces,  vol.  2,  p.  3). 


CORE  CREEK  CHURCH 
SKIS  THE  SLOPES  OF  CRAGMONT 


A  group  of  approximately  40  from  Core  Creek  Church,  located  near 
Cove  City,  spent  two  days  skiing  in  western  North  Carolina.  They  took 
care  of  their  own  arrangements  at  Sugar  Mountain  near  Boone,  on  Fri- 
day. On  Saturday,  our  Cragmont  staff  booked  their  day  of  skiing  at  Wolf 
Laurel  Ski  Resort,  near  Mars  Hill,  NC. 

At  the  time  of  this  writing,  we  have  had  four  ski  groups.  Weather 
conditions  have  not  been  the  best  for  this  winter  sport,  but  with  machine- 
made  snow  and  the  smiling  faces  of  the  new  owners  and  management  of 
Wolf  Laurel,  our  groups  have  been  able  to  have  a  good  time  on  the 
slopes. 
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CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE  1993 


MORNING  STAR 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (AFC) 

FALL  LIMITED  EDITION 

April  16-18 

July  5-10 

October  11-14 

Teresa  Ball 

Doug  Skinner 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

817  Lynn  Road 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Durham,  NC  27703 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

JUNE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

GENERAL  YOUTH  II 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  I 

June  7-12 

July  12-17 

October  15-17 

Teresa  Ball 

Chris  Singleton 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Box  162 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Beulaville,  NC  28518 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

GENERAL  YOUTH  I 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  H 

June  14-17 

July  19-24 

October  22-24 

Philip  Boykin 

Bryant  Hines 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  5,  Box  177 

Box  266 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Dunn,  NC  28334 

Cove  City,  NC  28523 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

CHRISTIAN  CADET 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE 

CORNERSTONE 

June  21-26 

July  26-31 

November  26-28 

Gary  Bailey 

James  Gurganus 

Teresa  Ball 

112  Crosswinds  Drive 

Route  3,  Box  64 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

Newport,  NC  28570 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (YFA) 

AUGUST  WOMAN'S 

CHRISTMAS  LIMITED 

June  28— July  3 

AUXILIARY 

EDITION 

Scott  and  Janie  Sowers 

August  2-7 

December  2-5 

Route  1,  Box  106-B 

Teresa  Ball 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Farmville,  NC  27828 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
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IT'S  NOT  TOO  LATE:  "NASHVILLE  LIMITED" 
April  22-26,  1993 

Cragmont  is  offering  a  new  and  exciting  trip  this  spring.  We  have  planned  a  trip  to  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The 
price  includes  travel  cost  by  motor  coach,  four  nights  lodging  (two  at  Cragmont  and  two  at  Opryland  Hotel),  bag- 
gage handling,  "Crook  and  Chase"  TV  show,  admission  to  Opryland,  dinner  on  the  General  Jackson,  and  meals  at 
Cragmont  (including  Thursday's  evening  meal,  Friday  and  Monday  breakfasts).  All  of  this  costs  only  $350  per  per- 
son. This  EXCLUDES  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  not  designated  above. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  begin,  Thursday,  April  22,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by  motor 
coach,  with  several  stops  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 

On  Friday,  April  23,  we  will  travel  to  Nashville,  and  take  in  the  "Crook  and  Chase"  show. 

Saturday,  April  24,  because  we  are  staying  at  the  Opryland  Hotel,  the  shuttle  will  be  available  to  take  you  to 
and  from  the  Opryland  Park  as  often  as  you  wish,  at  no  extra  cost.  On  Saturday  evening,  we  will  enjoy  the  dinner 
cruise  on  the  General  Jackson  riverboat. 

On  Sunday,  April  25,  we  will  return  to  Cragmont  for  evening  vespers  in  the  Cragmont  Chapel. 

"Nashville  Limited"  will  come  to  an  end  Monday,  April  26, 1993.  The  bus  will  leave  after  breakfast  to  return  to 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

Because  of  limited  space,  we  will  only  be  able  to  accept  forty  people.  Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please  return  the  completed  reservation  form,  along  with  $100 
non-refundable  deposit*,  per  person.  The  second  payment  of  $125  per  person,  is  due  by  February  1,  and  the  final 
payment  of  $125,  per  person,  is  due  March  1.  Please  honor  these  deadlines  for  payment,  because  we,  too,  have 
payments  that  must  be  made  for  our  activities  and  stay  in  Nashville. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  get  away.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle 
of  planning  and  driving. 

'We  will  need  to  have  35  people  to  sign  up  by  February  1,  1993,  or  the  trip  will  be  canceled  and  all  money  will  be  refunded. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Mail  to:  "Nashville  Limited,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


NAME:  SEX: 

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP:   

PHONE:  (Day)   (Night)   

CHURCH:  


For  health  reasons,  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room?  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


FEBRUARY  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

<Jl  I  Y:  STATE:  ZIP: 


MARCH  1,  1993,  PAYMENT 

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  


CITY: 
30 


STATE: 


_ZIP:   

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


MORNING  STAR 
Spring  Women's  Mini-Retreat 
Cragmont  Assembly 

Friday,  April  16— Sunday,  April  18,  1993 

Speaker—  Ramona  Norman 
Tentative  Schedule 

Friday  8  p.m.— Opening  Service 
Saturday  Morning— Bible  Study 

Afternoon— Free  for  Your  Own  Adventures 

Evening— Devotional  Service 
Sunday  Morning  Worship 

11  a.m.— Homeward  Bound 

COST 
$45  Total 

10    Registration  Fee 
$35    Balance  Due  on  Arrival 

Mail  Registration  Fee  and  Form  to: 
Mrs.  Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
(919)  524-4677 

If  you  have  questions  contact: 

Mrs.  Donna  Holland        Becky  Jo  Sumner 
3069  NC  581  North         Route  4,  Box  410 
Fremont,  NC  27830         Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
(919)  242-5216  (919)  332-6810 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Morning  Star  Conference  1993 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  check  here. 
List  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room. 


If  you  have  a  special  place  you  would  like  to  stay,  please  note  it  here. 
(***NO  GUARANTEES  but  we  will  try.) 
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•  AFC  Week  serves  only  8-12  year  old  youth. 

•  YFA  Week  is  for  those  13-19. 

•  Classes  and  activities  are  geared  to  specific  age  groups. 

•  A  good  ratio  of  counselors  per  campers  is  maintained. 


You  are  invited  to 
share  the  excite- 
ment of  AFC  Con- 
ference this  sum- 
mer—July 5-10.  Be 
watching  for  more 
details.  For  other  in- 
formation, contact 
the  Rev.  Doug  Skin- 
ner, 817  Lynn  Road, 
Durham,  NC  27703; 
phone:  919/596- 
2456. 


YFA  Week  would  be 
a  great  time  for  you 
to  meet  Christian 
youth,  many  of  the 
officers  of  the  State 
Youth  Convention, 
and  some  great 
"adults"  who  care. 
See  the  April  issue 
for  an  application; 
or  contact  Scott 
and  Janie  Sowers, 
Route  1,  Box  106-B, 
Farmville,  NC 
27828;  919/753- 
4260. 
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•  They  are  centered  on  God's  Word. 

•  The  Conferences  are  a  great  way  to  beat  the  summertime  blahs— play 

games,  make  new  friends,  have  FUN! 

•  AFC  Week  has  an  excellent  staff  of  youth  workers,  elementary  teachers, 

ministers,  and  a  registered  nurse. 

•  YFA  Week  has  an  excellent  staff  of  ministers,  youth  leaders,  profes- 

sionals, and  college  students. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


by  Mary  Dudley 

In  the  February  issue,  the 
urgency  of  and  responsibility  for 
Christian  nurture  were  discussed. 
There  now  needs  to  be  con- 
sideration for  how  Christian  nur- 
ture takes  place  in  local  churches. 

There  must  be  a  goal  in  mind  or 
a  mission  set  forth  before  any 
worthwhile  activity  takes  place.  A 
three-fold  evaluation  process 
should  also  be  used.  First  of  all, 
you  need  to  decide  where  you 
have  been  or  what  prerequisite 
skills  are  in  place.  Second,  as  the 
activity  is  in  progress,  we  should 
be  able  to  determine  the  level  of 
success.  When  the  activity  or 
project  has  been  completed,  one 
should  look  at  what  was  ac- 
complished, compare  the  results 
to  the  mission  statement  or  objec- 
tives, and  determine  whether  or 
not  the  activity  or  project  can  be  a 
springboard  for  future  undertak- 
ings. 

In  the  process  of  setting  goals 
and  devising  evaluative  in- 
struments, one  must  look  at  the 
fundamentals  of  Christian  nur- 
ture. What  are  those  concepts 
which  are  vital  to  the  success  of 
any  endeavor  in  the  church? 

In  his  book,  Christian  Nurture 
Through  the  Church,  Lee  J.  Gable 
has  enumerated  twelve  essen- 
tials.1 They  are: 

1.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  One  by 
whom  the  Christian  experience  of 
persons  or  groups  is  measured. 

2.  The  Holy  Spirit  regenerates 
men  and  brings  about  the  develop- 
ment of  Christian  character  and  con- 
duct. 

3.  The  Bible  is  our  unique 
spiritual  resource  and  is  a  necessary 
aid  to  Christian  growth. 

4.  Christian  nurture  must  take  in- 
to account  the  dual  nature  of  men. 


5.  Christian  nurture  meets  per- 
sons at  the  point  of  their  underlying 
needs. 

6.  Nurture  and  growth  go  on  all 
the  time. 

7.  We  learn  what  we  live,  to  the 
extent  that  we  accept  it  to  live  by. 

8.  We  learn  through  experience  in 
a  group,  as  well  as,  through  the  direct 
efforts  of  teacher(s)  or  leader(s). 

9.  Christian  growth  may  take 
place  through  sudden  change  as  well 
as  by  the  slow,  steady  progress  that 
we  ordinarily  associate  with  growth. 

10.  Christian  nurture  calls  for  stir- 
ring the  emotions,  as  well  as, 
enlightening  the  mind. 

11.  Everyone  learns  and  everyone 
teaches. 

12.  Christian  nurture  must  make 
use  of  varied  methods. 

Whether  we  succeed  or  fail  in 
our  endeavors  as  a  church  to 
foster  Christian  growth  depends 
upon  the  extent  to  which  we  are 
committed  to  the  study  and  use  of 
these  basic  essentials.  We  must 
believe  them,  or  else  we  fail. 

'Gable,  Lee  J.,  Christian  Nurture  Through 
the  Church,  National  Council  of  Churches, 
New  York,  1955,  pp.  18-24. 

ACTIVITIES 

1.  Prepare  a  poster  listing  the 
topics  and  Scripture  references 
for  Sunday  School  lessons  at  least 
two  weeks  in  advance.  Have 
students  bring  in  questions  they 
would  like  to  have  discussed  dur- 
ing  a   particular   lesson.  The 


teacher  would  need  the  questions 
at  least  one  week  in  advance  to 
prepare.  These  questions  could  be 
put  in  a  question  bank  labeled  / 
Don't  Know.  When  the  answer  has 
been  found  or  discussed,  the  ques- 
tion could  then  be  moved  to  a  con- 
tainer labeled  This  I  Know. 
Periodically,  the  answer  bank 
could  be  rechecked  to  determine 
if  new  understanding  has  come 
forth. 

2.  Take  a  walk  around  the 
church  yard  and  discuss  the  beau- 
ty of  God's  creation. 

3.  Write  various  numbers  on  a 
piece  of  tag  board  or  oilcloth. 
Place  the  game  on  the  floor. 
Throw  a  beanbag  and  hit  a 
number.  If  the  bag  hits  a  number, 
try  to  guess  the  number's 
significance  in  the  Scripture.  A 
person  would  get  three  guesses 
and  only  one  toss  of  the  bag. 

Examples:    12   .  =  number  of 
disciples  or 
tribes  of  Israel 

39      =  books  in  the 
Old  Testament 

27      =  books  in  the 
New  Testa- 
ment 

10      =  plagues  in 

Egypt 

13      =  number  of 
Jacob's  chil- 
dren 

6      =  days  to  create 


APRIL  BULLETIN  BOARD 

Are  You  Giving  Scraps  to  God? 


Cover  the  bulletin  board  with  newspaper.  It  does  not  have  to 
be  even.  Make  the  waste  basket  from  corrugated  paper.  Use  real 
trash  (potato  chip  bags,  candy  wrappers,  drink  cans,  etc.)  in  the 
waste  basket  and  in  blank  places  on  the  board.  Cut  the  title  from 
black  paper  and  the  four  separate  words  from  red. 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE 
LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


MEN'S 

RETREAT 

LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
SPIRITUAL 

Life  Retreat 
9  a.m.— 4  p.m. 

Eagles  Nest 
Conference  Center 
Mount  Olive,  NC 
June  12,  1993 

Don't  forget  Friday  night  fellowship! 


March  1— 

March  4— 

March  20— 
March  — 

April  8— 
May  7— 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  DISPLAY 

Do  you  remember  the 
Layman's  League  display  at  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  last  September?  New 
ideas  are  needed  for  this  year's 
display.  Any  individual,  local 
League,  or  Layman's  League 
group  who  would  like  to  handle  or 
to  help  with  this  project  is  asked 
to  contact  John  Newton  ( [919] 
823-3049). 

IN  CLOSING  .  .  . 

If  you  would  like  to  organize  a 
Layman's  League,  or  need  infor- 
mation on  the  Layman's  League, 
please  contact  Elmer  Harrell 
(747-2894)  or  John  Newton 
(823-3049). 

Men,  what's  happening  at  your 
church  with  the  Layman's 
League?  Send  photos  and  infor- 
mation to  Randy  Beaman,  Route 
1,  Box  406,  Snow  Hill,  NC  28580;  or 
phone  him  with  details,  (919) 
753-4263. 


May  15- 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Free 
Union  Church  (located  between  Snow  Hill 
and  Walstonburg  on  state  road  1239) ;  sup- 
per, 7  p.m.  ;  business,  8  p.m. 
Layman's  League  Executive  Board  and 
Promotional  Committee,  Elmer  Harrell' s 
office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
Central  Conference  Layman's  Singspira- 
tion,  Winterville  Church,  7  p.m. 
Central  Conference  Layman's  League 
Ladies  Night,  First  Church,  Greenville 
(2426  South  Charles  Street),  time  and  date 
to  be  announced. 

Promotional  Committee,  Elmer  Harrell' s 
office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
State  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Howell 
Swamp  Church  (just  off  Highway  91,  near 
Walstonburg,  at  intersection  of  state  roads 
1225  and  1249);  supper,  7  p.m.;  business, 
8  p.m.  All  men  are  encouraged  to  attend. 
State  Youth  Convention  supper  catered  by 
Layman's  League,  Mount  Olive  College, 
5  p.m. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


NOTES  AND  QUOTES 

THE  McCHURCH  CONCEPT 

by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

In  the  November  1992  issue  of 
Christianity  Today,  the  McChurch 
concept  is  presented  in  an  article 
entitled,  "Welcome  to  Mc- 
Church," a  book  excerpt  from  The 
Body,  by  Charles  Colson.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  article,  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  "Millions  are 
served,  but  are  they  being  fed?" 
The  premise  is  that  like  the  fast- 
food  chains,  some  churches  are 
offering  all  kinds  of  inducements 
to  attract  followers;  such  as,  feel 
good  sermons,  happy  hymns, 
games,  entertainment,  "lite"  Bi- 
ble application,  and  "kiddy  Kris- 
tianity."  In  addition,  and  to 
balance  the  McChurch  concept, 
are  those  who  are  looking  for  a 
church  that  makes  them  feel  food 
and  a  church  that  in  prepackaged 
form  can  offer  them  something. 
All  this  makes  me  wonder— where 
are  those  "volunteers  for  Jesus," 
who  in  times  past  made  things 
happen  by  asking,  "What  can  I 
give  to  the  Master?  What  can  I  do 
for  the  church?"  It  is  always  the 
latter  that  provides  the  spiritual 
growth  within  the  body  of  Christ 
and  the  end  result  is  souls  added 
to  the  body  by  personal  faith  in  the 
Lord. 

The  crux  of  the  problem  within 
the  McChurch  concept  is  the 
sacrificing  of  doctrines  and  the 
watering  down  of  morally  and 
biblically  sound  standards  and 
demands.  Also,  the  idea  of  distinct 
denominational  lines  becomes 
less  and  less  distinguishable  in  the 
McChurch  concept.  This,  how- 
ever, suits  the  fancy  of  the  big- 
time  TV  evangelist  who  seeks  his 
support  from  "whosoever  will." 

The  McChurch  concept  is  "have 
it  your  way."  The  following 
quotes  from  the  article  support 
this  concept: 

"A  1990  Newsweek  cover  story 
heralded  a  dramatic  religious 
resurgence  among  the  nation's 
baby  boomers.  But  'unlike  earlier 
religious   revivals,'    the  story 
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noted,  'the  aim  this  time  (apart 
from  born-again  traditionalists  of 
all  faiths)  is  support,  not  salva- 
tion, help  rather  than  holiness,  a 
circle  of  spiritual  equals  rather 
than  an  authoritative  church  or 
guide.  A  group  affirmation  of  self 
is  the  top  agenda,  which  is  why 
some  of  the  least  demanding 
churches  are  now  in  the  greatest 
demands. 

"What  some  are  looking  for  is  a 
spiritual  social  club,  an  institution 
that  offers  convivial  relationships 
but  avoids  influencing  people  on 
how  they  live  or  what  they 
believe.  Whenever  the  church 
does  assert  a  historically  or- 
thodox position,  one  that  might  in 
some  way  restrict  an  individual's 
doing  whatever  he  or  she  chooses, 
the  church  is  accused  of  being  'out 
of  touch'— as  if  its  beliefs  are  to  be 
determined  by  majority  vote  or 
market  surveys. 

"Spiritual  consumers  are  in- 
terested not  in  what  the  church 
stands  for  but  in  the  fulfillment  it 
can  deliver.  This  consumer  men- 
tality pressures  churches  to  re- 
spond to  kind." 

We  know  there  are  many  ways 
to  attract  a  crowd.  This  certainly 
is  evidenced  by  the  methods  of  the 
world.  The  church,  however,  was 
never  commissioned  to  turn  to  the 
world  for  its  ideas  and  methods.  It 
is  understood  that  we  avail 
ourselves  of  that  which  is  at  our 
disposal  (the  printed  page,  elec- 
tronic technology,  modern  com- 
munication, etc.).  In  doing  so, 
however,  the  church  must  not 
compromise  its  standards  of 
moral  beliefs,  or  its  basic  doc- 
trinal beliefs.  As  God's  "called 
out  ones,"  believers  are  to  follow 
their  Lord.  Paul's  words  in 
Romans  12 : 2  must  resound  in  our 
souls:  "And  be  not  conformed  to 
this  world ;  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind, 
that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that 
good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect 
will  of  God." 

In  our  desire  to  make  a  good 
showing  in  church  growth,  let  us 
remember   that  God   does  not 


change.  His  laws  and  precepts  do 
not  fluctuate  with  the  opinions  of  a 
society  of  destitute  souls. 
Think  about  it! 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Lagcher  is 
available  for  supply  and  revival 
pulpit  work.  He  can  be  contacted 
by  writing  him  at  Box  146, 
Pinetown,  NC  27865;  or  by  phon- 
ing (919)  927-4439. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Daniels  is 
available  for  full-time,  part-time, 
or  interim  ministry.  Interested 
churches  can  contact  him  at  2717 
Hollo  way  Street,  Durham,  NC 
27703;  or  by  phoning  (919) 
596-1957. 

CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Faith  Church,  Morehead  City 
(Eastern  Conference),  is  in  need 
of  a  full-time  pastor.  Interested 
ministers  should  contact  Willie 
Coleman  by  phoning  (919) 
726-7559. 


March  is 
Foreign  Missions 

Month 


Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
(919)  746-4963 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


RIGHT  WITH  GOD 

by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

Jesus  once  told  a  parable  to  a  group  of  people  who  thought  they  were  better  than  other 
people.  According  to  the  story,  two  men  went  to  the  temple  to  pray.  One  was  a  Pharisee  and 
the  other  a  publican.  The  Pharisee  thought  because  he  knew  the  Laws  and  tried  to  obey  the 
commandments  that  he  was  a  better  person  than  the  publican  and  would  surely  go  to 
Heaven.  He  stood  as  he  prayed  and  said  proudly,  "God,  I  thank  you  that  I  am  not  like  other 
people  who  do  terrible  things  or  even  like  this  publican  here.  I  am  a  good  person.  I  fast  and  I 
tithe." 

Unlike  the  Pharisee,  the  publican  stood  humbly  with  his  head  down  because  he  did  not 
even  feel  worthy  to  lift  his  eyes  toward  Heaven.  He  prayed  simply  and  sincerely,  "God  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  He  knew  he  had  done  wrong  and  wanted  God  to  forgive  him. 

Which  of  these  two  men  did  Jesus  say  went  home  justified?  To  find  out,  write  the  first 
letter  of  each  verse. 


1  Timothy  1:1  —  . 

1  Timothy  1:2— . 

1  Timothy  1:8— 
1  Timothy  2:11  — 

1  Timothy  2:8— 
1  Timothy  6:17— 
1  Timothy  1:12— 

1  Timothy  1:5— 
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JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

CHRISTIAN  BASHING 
TO  INCREASE 

With  anti-Christian  forces  now 
largely  in  control  of  both  houses  of 
Congress  and  the  White  House,  at- 
tacks on  Christians  and  their 
values  are  expected  to  explode  in 
the  coming  years.  Christian 
leaders  are  being  ridiculed  as 
fools  and  charlatans  by  anti- 
Christian  liberal  elites. 

Current  evidence  towards  this 
movement  seems  to  indicate  that 
freedom  of  religion  in  Russia  is 
now  more  secure  than  it  is  in 
America. 

GARTH  BROOKS  BUCKS 
FAMILY  TRADITIONS 

Garth  Brooks,  the  current  dar- 
ling of  the  country  music  crowd, 
recently  drew  fire  from  the 
holders  of  "traditional  family 
values." 

His  latest  hit  song,  "We  Shall  Be 
Free,"  which  openly  endorses  the 
homosexual  lifestyle,  just  doesn't 
wash  with  the  family  values 
crowd.  "When  we're  free  to  love 
anyone  we  choose,"  Garth  sings, 
"then  we  shall  be  free. 

"The  way  I  remember  it,  tradi- 
tional family  values  was  en- 
couraging children  to  be  the  best 
they  can  be,"  Garth  told 
Newsweek  last  Fall.  "If  your 
parents  are  black  and  white,  if 
your  parents  are  the  same  sex, 
that's  still  traditional  family 
values  to  me."  Brooks  states  that 
he  justifies  his  beliefs  from  the  Bi- 
ble. 

Christian  American 
February  1993 

PSYCHIATRIC  HOSPITAL 
FOR  CATHOLIC  CLERGY 

To  combat  a  growing  problem 
of  sexual  abusers  among  Catholic 
clergy,  the  Catholic  Church  has 
opened  a  Psychiatric  Hospital  in 
Maryland.  Currently,  over  600 
clergy  men/women  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  hospital  to  help  them 


overcome  their  tendencies  to  sex- 
ually abuse  their  parishioners. 

Paul  Harvey  News 
February  18,  1993 

NC  LOTTERY  UPDATE 

The  gambling  industry  has 
targeted  North  Carolina  for 
legalized  gambling  in  1993.  One 
reason  why  the  push  is  on  at  such 
a  feverish  pitch  is  because  North 
Carolina  is  the  largest  state  in  the 
Union  without  legalized  gam- 
bling. 

The  Christian  Action  League  of 
North  Carolina  is  trying  to 
mobilize  the  Christian  community 
against  the  powerful,  highly 
financed  gambling  forces  by  con- 
ducting workshops  across  the 
state  entitled:  "The  Christian 
Looks  at  Gambling." 

If  you  or  members  of  your 
church  would  be  interested  in  at- 
tending one  of  these  informative 
workshops  contact: 

Christian  Action  League 
Box  2126 
Raleigh,  NC  27602 
(919)  828-7815 

FAST  CHURCH 

A  Baptist  minister  in  Pen- 
sacola,  Florida,  is  trying  to  do  for 
church  what  McDonald's  did  for 
fast  food. 

Fast  Church  recently  started  at 
First  American  Baptist  Church 
and  is  the  brainchild  of  pastor 
Thaine  Ford.  Mr.  Ford  says  his 
"Compact  Mini  22-Minute  Wor- 
ship Service"  will  challenge  an 
outdated  tradition. 

"Why  does  a  church  service 
have  to  start  at  11  a.m.  and  last 
for  an  hour  or  more?"  he  asked. 

In  22  minutes,  starting  at  8  a.m. , 
Ford  plans  to  deliver  a  sermon, 
lead  hymn  singing,  read  Scrip- 
ture, have  prayer,  and  have  the 
congregation  out  the  door. 

To  accomplish  his  plan,  only 
two  hymns  will  be  sung  and  the 
sermon  will  be  limited  to  eight 
minutes.  "There's  no  room  for  a 
long-winded  preacher,"  Ford 
said. 

Associated  Press 


Five  Mount  Olive  College  Press  authors 
whose  books  were  printed  by  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press,  Inc.  of  Ayden  appeared  in  the 
Christmas  parade  at  Mount  Olive.  From  left 
to  right,  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  author  of 
The  Triadic  Archetype  in  Keats'  Poetry; 
Cecil  Cahoon  II,  author  of  Chosen  Vessel: 
The  Luke  H.  Wetherington  Story;  Luke  H. 
Wetherington  with  his  biography;  Barbara 
Anderson  Mapp,  author  of  Just  Like  Grand- 
ma Used  to  Make;  Raymond  Dotson,  author 
of  As  the  Night  Rumbles  Past.  These  MOC 
Press  books,  printed  in  Ayden,  may  be 
ordered  either  through  the  MOC  Press, 
Mount  Olive  College,  514  Henderson  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  or  through  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  bookstores. 


ATTENTION, 
WOMAN'S  AUXELI ARIE S 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  col- 
lect your  per  capita  dues,  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so. 
These  dues  should  be  col- 
lected during  the  first 
months  of  the  year,  in  time  to 
be  sent  to  your  District 
Treasurer  before,  or  in  time 
for,  your  District  Conven- 
tion. The  dues  are  40  cents 
per  member  per  year. 

Send  these  dues  to  your 
District  Treasurer;  she  will 
keep  20  cents  and  send  20 
cents  to  your  State 
Treasurer.  It  is  necessary 
that  you  cooperate  in  this,  as 
these  dues  provide  a  part  of 
the  funds  for  the  operational 
expenses  of  your  convention. 
Thank  you  for  your  past 
cooperation;  we  know  that 
we  can  continue  to  count  on 
you. 

Your  State  Treasurer, 
Nadine  Crocker 
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Separating  Fact  From  Fiction  About  FOCA 


The  so-called  "Freedom  of  Choice  Act"  (FOCA) 
represents  the  greatest  threat  to  the  pro-life  cause 
since  Roe  v.  Wade  was  handed  down  in  1973.  While 
proponents  of  FOCA  seem  confident  that  it  will  pass 
Congress,  and  President  Clinton  has  vowed  to  sign  it 
into  law,  the  actual  fate  of  FOCA  is  by  no  means  a 
"done  deal." 

FOCA  is  so  radically  pro-abortion  that  every 
Christian— and  every  church— which  opposes  abor- 
tion on  demand  should,  from  a  spiritual  and  moral 
perspective,  be  actively  in  opposition.  Enactment  of 
FOCA  would  establish  an  explicit  public  policy 
denying  any  meaningful  limits  on  abortion— a 
declaration  that  unborn  babies  are  unworthy  of  any 
protection  whatsoever. 

It  is  one  thing  to  say  the  "courts"  forced  abor- 
tion on  demand  on  us  (based  on  some  convoluted 
concept  of  privacy).  But  it  is  quite  another  thing  to 
say  that  "We  the  people  of  the  United  States  have, 
though  our  elected  officials,  enacted  into  law  a 
public  policy  of  unrestricted  abortion  on  demand 
throughout  pregnancy." 

From  a  spiritual  perspective,  the  implications  of 
this  are  untenable. 

The  media's  spin  on  this  issue  says:  "Abortion  is 
a  religious  issue,  a  women's  issue,  or  a  personal 
issue  (i.e.,  'privacy').  FOCA  is  somehow  merely  a 
reaffirmation  of  'freedom'  and  is  designed  to  protect 
a  woman's  'right'  to  'choose,'  as  established  as  Roe 
v.  Wade." 

The  truth,  however,  is  that  abortion  really 
means  killing  a  living,  innocent  human  being.  FOCA 
is  extreme.  FOCA  will  prevent  any  state  or  local 
government  from  passing  virtually  any  laws  that 
prevent  access  to  abortion— even  during  the  final 
months  of  pregnancy.  It  would  even  prevent  laws 
regulating  the  use  of  abortion  as  a  birth  control 
method. 


Doesn't  FOCA  simply  "codify"  Roe  v.  Wade? 

FOCA— the  so-called  "Freedom  of  Choice 
Act"— is  considerably  more  extreme  than  Roe  v. 
Wade  as  that  decision  has  been  interpreted  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  since  1973.  FOCA  is  explicitly 
designed  not  only  to  strike  down  laws  directly  pro- 
tecting unborn  children  from  abortion,  for  any 
reason  and,  in  effect,  at  any  stage  during  pregnancy, 
but  also  to  eliminate  state  authority  to  regulate 
abortion  in  any  meaningful  way.  For  example,  state 
laws  with  the  following  types  of  protections  have 
been  permitted  under  Roe,  but  would  be  prohibited 
under  FOCA: 

—Abortions  must  be  done  by  physicians. 
—Parental  consent  required  before  a  minor's 
abortion. 

—Hospitals  ethically  or  religiously  opposed 
to  abortions  protected  from  being  forced 
to  do  them. 

Under  FOCA,  couldn't  a  state  provide  for  a  waiting 
period  for  reflection  before  an  abortion? 

No.  Even  though  75%  of  the  public  supports  a 
24-hour  waiting  period  (January  1992  Gallup  poll) 
and  one  was  upheld  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
Casey  case  last  year,  the  Senate  Labor  and  Human 
Resources  Committee  Report  on  FOCA  (issued  July 
15,  1992)  explicitly  says  that  a  waiting  period  would 
be  "invalid  under  the  Freedom  of  Choice  Act,"  (p. 
39). 

Under  FOCA,  could  a  state  enforce  a  woman's  right 
to  know  law  ("informed  consent")  such  as  the  provi- 
sion in  the  Pennsylvania  law  upheld  in  Casey? 

No.  Claiming  that  "information  about  fetal 
development"   is  "not  directly  relevant  to  the 
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woman's  decision"  whether  to  have  an  abortion,  the 
Senate  Committee  Report  on  FOCA  states  that 
"these  types  of  State  requirements  .  .  .  are  invalid 
under  the  Freedom  of  Choice  Act,"  (p.  39).  FOCA 
should  be  called  the  "blindfold  bill  "  because  it 
would  deliberately  deny  women  access  to  full  infor- 
mation about  abortion  and  its  alternatives. 

We're  told  that  FOCA  allows  state  conscience 
clauses  to  protect  those  who  object  to  abortions  from 
being  forced  to  participate  in  them.  Is  this  correct? 

FOCA  now  contains  a  provision  which  allows  a 
state  only  to  have  conscience  clauses  protecting  "in- 
dividuals" who  do  not  wish  "to  participate  in  the 
performance  of  abortions."  This  means  that  a  state 
may  protect  from  lawsuit  or  discrimination  only  in- 
dividuals—physicians, nurses,  and  assistants— who 
conscientiously  object  to  participating  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  an  abortion.  Thus,  the  existing  "con- 
science" laws  of  many  states  which  also  protect  in- 
stitutions (such  as  private  religious  and  non- 
religious  hospitals)  would  be  invalidated.  Under 
FOCA,  they  would  be  exposed  to  lawsuits  to  compel 
them  to  provide  abortions.  This  is  not  idle  specula- 
tion. The  House  Committee  voted  down  an  amend- 
ment that  would  have  allowed  states  to  protect 
hospitals  from  being  forced  to  perform  abortions 
against  their  conscientious  objection. 

Doesn't  FOCA  allow  states  to  require  parental  in- 
volvement before  a  minor's  abortion? 

FOCA  says  that  what  states  are  permitted  to  re- 
quire of  a  minor  is  that  she  "involve  a  parent,  guar- 
dian, or  other  responsible  adult  before  terminating  a 
pregnancy  "  (emphasis  added).  Note  that,  first,  this 
provision  allows  only  "involvement"— notifica- 
tion—not  "consent."  FOCA  would  strike  down  all 
parental  consent  laws.  Second,  this  provision  allows 
a  state  to  require  notification  to  a  parent  or  guardian 
only  if  the  state  also  gives  the  minor  the  alternative 
option  of  instead  notifying  any  "other  responsible 
adult." 

Thus,  the  actual  effect  of  the  "parental  involve- 
ment" provision  of  FOCA  is  not  to  permit  traditional 
parental  notification  or  consent  laws  such  as  those 
upheld  to  date  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Rather,  it  is  to 
mandate  parental  circumvention  by  ensuring  that  a 
minor  may  always  go  around  her  parents  by  resort- 
ing to  any  "other  responsible  adult."  Indeed,  the 
probability  is  that  any  state  law  which  fails  to  let  a 
minor  circumvent  her  parents  by  allowing  her  in- 
stead to  consult  even  with  the  abortion-performing 
doctor  would  be  invalid  under  FOCA.  After  all,  it  will 
undoubtedly  be  argued,  licensed  physicians  must 
certainly  be  regarded  as  "responsible  adults"! 


Under  FOCA,  could  a  state  ensure  that  only  physi- 
cians perform  abortions? 

No.  Under  FOCA,  state  "requirements  ...  to 
protect  the  health  of  women  undergoing"  abortions 
are  permissible  only  if  they  are  "medically 
necessary."  The  Senate  Committee  Report  takes 
pains  to  make  clear  that  this  does  not  mean  the  abor- 
tionist can  be  required  to  be  a  doctor,  but  only 
"medically  competent."  Referring  to  a  post-Roe 
Supreme  Court  decision  that  had  allowed  a  state 
abortion  statute  to  be  enforced  against  a  nonphysi- 
cian  abortionist,  the  Senate  report  says  that  the  non- 
physician  "did  not  attempt  to  show  that  he  was 
capable  of  performing  abortions  safely.  Rather,  he 
argued  only  that  the  statute  itself  was  unconstitu- 
tional under  Roe  and  therefore  could  not  constitu- 
tionally be  applied  to  him  "  (p.  32). 

Abortion  advocates  contend  that  trained  non- 
physicians  are  "capable  of  performing  abortions 
safely."  The  National  Abortion  Federation,  an 
association  of  abortion  clinics  and  clinic  workers, 
has  recommended  that  "mid-level  clinicians,"  such 
as  physicians'  assistants  and  nurse-midwives,  be 
allowed  to  perform  abortions.  According  to  the 
Senate  Committee  Report,  under  FOCA,  "even  if  a 
State  regulation  does  have  the  requisite  relation  to 
women's  health,  a  State  must  show  that  the  regula- 
tion is  the  least  restrictive  means  of  furthering  that 
interest"  (p.  42).  Thus,  a  state  would  have  to  permit 
personnel  to  perform  abortions  who  have  the  most 
minimal  training  that  could  be  shown  to  be 
"necessary"  for  safe  performance  of  abortions. 
Thus,  the  state  could  not  build  in  a  margin  for  error, 
such  as  requiring  fully  trained  physicians  because 
that  would  not  be  the  "least  restrictive  means"  of 
health  regulation.  Even  though  states  can  ensure 
that  all  other  forms  of  surgery  must  be  performed 
by  physicians,  if  FOCA  passes  they  will  be  stripped 
of  the  ability  to  require  that  abortions  be  done  by 
doctors. 


What  will  be  the  FOCA's  effect  on  funding  of  abor- 
tions with  state  taxpayer  dollars? 

It  depends  on  whether  the  Senate  or  House  ver- 
sion of  FOCA  is  adopted.  As  reported  from  the  com- 
mittees in  each  chamber,  the  substantive  provisions 
of  FOCA  are  identical  except  that  while  the  Senate 
version  allows  states  to  choose  not  to  provide  tax 
funding  for  abortions,  the  House  Committee 
defeated  the  amendment  that  would  have  added 
such  a  provision. 

Thus,  if  the  House  version  is  adopted,  state  tax- 
payers will  be  forced  to  pay  for  abortions. 
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WE'RE  HAVING  A 

BIG  SALE 


1992 
Boxed  Cards 

50% 

off 

While  Supplies  Last! 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS 

811  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC 
746-6128 

and  Branch  Stores  in  Kinston, 

New  Bern,  and  Wilson. 


Helping  Churches  Grow  . 


imperial h  Gabriel  Church  Services 


Since  i960 


1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 


Your  best  source  for  new  or  used  pews,  chairs,  steeples,  baptistries,  stained  glass, 

Krinklglas,  choir  robes,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  services,  crosses,  signs, 
pulpits  (wood  or  plexiglas),  Canon  copiers,  fax  machines,  church  lights  &  more! 

Financing  available  on  some  items. 

We  specialize  in  commercial  carpets — best  prices! 
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THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 

Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 

Standard  Publishing's  Vacation  Bible  School  adventure  introduces  you 
to  some  remarkable  creatures:  reliable  ravens,  lock-jawed  lions,  talking 
donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 

1993  VBS  Materials 
Available  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  NC, 
and  Branch  Stores  in  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson 
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Inc.,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
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All  materials  for  consideration  in 
any  issue  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  thirty  days  prior  to  the  publication 
date  of  that  issue.  Items  for  publication 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  The 
Free  Will  Baptist,  P.O.  Box  159,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0159. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the 
right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  pro- 
grams, or  policies,  and  that  does  not 
reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  coopera- 
tion with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. The  contents  herein  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  or  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
The  responsibility  for  each  article  is 
given  the  person  whose  name  appears 
under  the  title  or  to  the  person  sub- 
mitting said  article. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  ad- 
vance: one  year,  $8.88;  two  years,  $16.20; 
four  years,  $31.35  (including  sales  tax  for 
North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of 
other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30 
respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  it  ap- 
plies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  dis- 
count given  when  local  churches  send 
the  "Baptist"  to  the  home  of  every 
member;  names  and  addresses  to  be 
provided  by  churches.  Churches  are 
billed  quarterly.  Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25 
or  more  "Baptists"  are  sent  to  one  in- 
dividual who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this 
plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5 
p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  Wilson,  10 
a.m.— 6  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  New 
Bern,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m.; 
Monday— Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors  — Carroll 
Hawkins,  President;  Gary  Burbage,  Vice 
President;  James  B.  Hardee,  W.  S.  Burns, 
Ruth  Taylor,  Frank  Flowers,  Ermon  God- 
win, Jean  Marlowe,  Mitchell  Roller;  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Janie  Jones 
Sowers,  Editor  of  Literature. 


"PHOTO  VI  FW"  HOME  MISSIONS  AND  EVANGELISM 

rnVI  V    VIEW  "TOUCHING  lives  FOR  A  LIFETIME" 


Through  the  faithful  support  and  prayers  of 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  with  the  untiring  efforts  of  our 
directors/pastors,  THE  CHURCH  CONTINUES  TO  GROW  in 
its  many  facets,  "TOUCHING  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME," 
discipling  and  planting  churches— 
BUILDING  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

MISSIONS/CHURCHES  CONTINUE  TO  GROW 


Friendly  Chapel  of  Greensboro,  NC,  has  newly  appointed  direc- 
tor/pastor, the  Rev.  Roger  Motsinger. 


St.  Cloud  Mission/Church  of  St.  Cloud,  FLA,  nears  completion  for 
her  first  Sunday  in  new  location,  March  7,  1993. 
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HOME  MISSIONS  AND  EVANGELISM  "PHOTO  VIFW" 

"TOUCHING  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME"  '    Vt\J  I  \J  VltVV 


MINISTRY  TO  THE  BLIND 


CAMBODIAN 
MISSION/CHURCH 

Moreno  Valley,  CA 


Executive  Director  David  C.  Hansley 
presents  to  member  and  pastor  James 
Rodgerson  of  Stoney  Hill  Church,  Mid- 
dlesex, NC,  free  Bible  tapes  and  Braille 
Scripture  for  the  blind. 


ETHNIC  MISSIONS  SHOWS  GROWTH 


Summit  meeting  with 
Church  of  America. 


Lao  Evangelical 


TOP:  Pastor  Kihi  and  wife  Betty  are  the  new  directors  of  the  Cambodian  Mission/Church. 
BOTTOM:  Congregation. 


Sixteen  baptized  during  H'mong  Youth  Camp  at  Heavenly  Hill  Chris- 
tian Camp,  Twain  Hart,  CA. 


Children  from  the  Banning  CA,  Lao  Evangelical  Church,  sing  during 
Development  Training  Week,  led  by  Mrs.  Dollie  Harber. 


Children  in  Sacramento,  CA,  receive  Bibles 
from  Home  Missions. 


Director  Hansley  gives  surprise  bags  to 
children  at  Training  Week  in  Banning,  CA. 


Executive  Director  Hansley  works  with 
children  of  Lao  Evangelical  Church  in  Mon- 
tana. 


April  1993 


5 


"PHOTO  VIEW" 


HOME  MISSIONS  AND  EVANGELISM 

"TOUCHING  LIVES  FOR  A  LIFETIME" 


SCOUTING  MINISTRY 


SCOUT  SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  7,  1993 


Cub  Scouts  served  as  ushers. 


Pastor  Grady  Simpson  makes  final  ad- 
justments with  Scouts  as  the  Scouts  lead 
the  service  on  Scout  Sunday  at  Macedonia 
Church,  Vanceboro,  NC. 


RAISING  CHURCHES  FOOT  BY  FOOT 


TOP:  Scout  troop. 

BOTTOM:  Cubs  and  Webloes  with  den  leaders. 

MOBILE  MINISTRY 


The  children  of  Bethlehem  Church,  of  Fountaintown,  NC,  present  penny  charts  to  Home  Mis- 
sions. Pastor  Joe  Ard  recognized  the  children  for  their  work,  as  the  Executive  Director,  David 
Hansley,  received. 


The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Langley,  along 
with  the  trustees  of  Trinity  Church  in 
Clayton,  NC,  presents  the  keys  to  a  van  for 
the  Mobile  Ministry.  Below:  Van  used  to 
deliver  goods  for  disaster  relief  victims  in 
Homestead,  FLA. 


LeAnn  Markuson  presents  David  Hansley  a 
container  full  of  pennies. 
(L/R):  Sylvia  Hansley,  LeAnn  Markuson, 
David  C.  Hansley. 


SWINSON  ENDOWMENT 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Luther  Swinson  have  an 
endowment  for  Home  Missions  set  up  by 
their  children  in  appreciation  for  services 
rendered  as  a  past  director/pastor  of  two 
missions/churches. 
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HOME  MISSIONS  AND 
EVANGELISM 


MAKING  A  COMMITMENT 


SUNDAY— APRIL  25,  1993 

Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  Sunday 
In  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches 

Help  to  meet  our  assignment  as  a 
church  by  making  a  contribution  and  having  a 
special  prayer  for  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 

Goal:  $40,000  for  planting  and  growing  churches. 
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AREN'T  ALL  CHRISTIANS  MISSIONARIES? 
An  Uncomfortable  Cab  Ride 

by  Dun  Gordy 


Even  at  that  early  hour,  the  stuffy  mugginess 
made  it  evident  that  the  day  was  going  to  be  another 
"ninety-ninety"  day,  typical  for  this  time  of  the  year 
in  Singapore.  The  temperature  was  somewhere  over 
eighty  degrees  (Fahrenheit),  but  it  felt  like  the  high 
nineties.  The  humidity  was  90  percent  or  higher.  I 
was  glad  that  the  name  on  the  side  of  the  big  blue 
Mazda,  Comfort  Cab,  was  not  only  the  company 
name  but  an  adequate  description  of  the  ride.  The 
refreshing  blast  of  air-conditioning  was  truly  a  com- 
fort. "Number  4,  La  Salle  Street,"  I  told  the  driver 
as  I  buckled  up  in  the  passenger's  left  front  seat. 
"Bethesda  Church." 

"Ba-tes-da,"  he  repeated  slowly.  "La  Salle 
Street,"  in  that  I  wonder- where-that-is  tone  com- 
mon to  taxi  drivers  all  over  the  world,  the  tone  that 
makes  a  paying  customer  nervous. 

"It  is  in  Frankel  Estate,  off  Frankel  Avenue,"  I 
instructed  him. 

"Oh,  yes,  I  know,"  he  declared  victoriously. 
"They  have  a  kindergarten." 

"That's  the  one,"  I  said  as  I  sat  back  in  even 
more  comfort  now. 

He  must  have  noticed  my  Bible.  He  couldn't 
have  missed  the  necktie  which  for  some  ridiculous 
reason  we  Westerners  try  to  force  on  the  rest  of  the 
world  as  suitable  church  attire.  It  no  doubt 
prompted  this  Chinese  cabby  to  ask,  "Are  you  the 
pastor  there?" 

I  explained  that  I  was  from  America  and  was 
just  going  there  as  a  visitor  for  this  Lord's  Day  ser- 
vice. He  pressed  on  with  his  questions  and  asked  if  I 
was  a  pastor  in  the  United  States.  "No,  I  am  a  mis- 
sionary." 

"What  is  a  missionary?  Is  that  a  Christian?" 

Yes,  I  was  glad  to  tell  him  that  a  missionary  is  a 
Christian.  But  I  was  much  more  interested  in  giving 
this  man  the  gospel  than  a  lesson  on  the  difference 
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between  a  missionary  and  a  pastor.  Before  entering 
this  cab,  I  had  asked  the  Lord  for  a  chance  to  share 
the  gospel  with  the  driver.  He  had  given  me  a  perfect 
opening. 

"Let  me  tell  you  what  a  Christian  is,"  I  began. 

He  told  me  he  knew  what  a  Christian  is  because 
he  had  a  friend  who  is  a  Christian.  He  professed  to  be 
a  "free  thinker"  himself,  but  he  thought  that  religion 
was  all  right  for  those  who  needed  it.  I  explained  that 
everyone  needed,  not  just  a  religion,  but  a  Saviour.  I 
went  through  the  gospel  as  simply  and  as  plainly  as  I 
could,  pausing  occasionally  to  make  sure  he 
understood. 

By  his  response,  I  was  convinced  that  he  got  the 
message.  But  he  didn't  get  the  point.  That  is,  he 
understood  that  this  message  of  such  great  salvation 
was  really  good  news.  The  point  he  missed  was  his 
own  personal  need. 

Before  I  could  press  that  need,  he  began  to  press 
me  into  a  corner  I  must  confess  I  struggled  to  get  out 
of.  In  fact,  I'm  not  sure  I  am  out  of  it  yet. 

"And  a  missionary  is  one  who  tells  others  this 
good  news?"  he  asked.  "Aren't  all  Christians  mis- 
sionaries?" 

"Well,  every  Christian  wants  to  tell  others  the 
good  news."  I  hope  I  did  not  lie.  "But  a  missionary  is 
one  who  takes  this  good  news  to  people  who  have 
never  heard  it  and  do  not  know  that  God  loves 
them,"  I  explained.  "Usually  a  missionary  is  con- 
sidered one  who  takes  the  gospel  to  a  culture  or  a 
language  group  other  than  his  own." 

"Well,  every  Christian  wants  to  be  a 
missionary."  It  was  more  a  matter-of-fact  state- 
ment than  a  question. 

Honesty  forced  me  to  confess  to  him  that  even 
though  that  should  be  true,  not  every  Christian  real- 
ly wants  to  be  a  missionary.  He  seemed  almost 
shocked.   He   was   absolutely   amazed  that  not 
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necessarily  every  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  who  real- 
ly believes  the  gospel  wants  to  take  that  message  to 
others.  "Why  not?  Why  doesn't  every  Christian  want 
to  be  a  missionary?"  he  asked  in  near  disbelief. 

I  told  you  he  had  me  in  a  corner.  And  in  my 
disconcerting  position,  I  guess  I  was  desperate.  I 
tried  to  pass  it  off  lightly.  "Well,  if  you  can  answer 
me  that,  it  would  make  my  job  easier.  I  am  trying  to 
recruit  missionaries."  I  am  afraid  my  feeble  laugh 
did  not  convey  much  humor. 

The  idea  that  some  Christian  had  to  actually  try 
to  convince  other  Christians  to  be  missionaries  was 
almost  beyond  belief  to  this  atheist.  I  got  the  distinct 
feeling  that  he  was  struggling  with  my  credibility. 

"But  why  doesn't  every  Christian  want  to  be  a 
missionary?"  he  insisted. 

By  this  time  I  was  wishing  that  we  would  soon 
arrive  at  the  church  where  I  could  pay  this  cabby 
and  get  out  of  what  had  become  a  very  uncomfor- 
table Comfort  Cab.  If  he  kept  this  up,  I  would  have  to 
be  a  tattletale  on  some  fellow  members  of  the  family 
of  God  to  this  unbeliever.  You  see,  I  really  do  not 
know  why  all  Christians  do  not  want  to  be  mis- 
sionaries. All  I  could  do  was  tell  him  some  of  the  ex- 
cuses that  they  have  given  me.  And  quite  honestly,  I 
was  embarrassed  to  do  that. 

Frankly,  one  would  wonder  if  some  of  those  who 
give  such  shallow  and  groundless  excuses  are  even 
listening  to  themselves  when  they  speak.  The  young 
lady  was  graduating  from  a  very  large  and  promi- 
nent Bible  college  when  she  was  asked  to  share  her 
testimony  from  the  platform  during  the  annual  mis- 
sions conference.  This  articulate  Bible  college 
senior  had  been  born  in  Africa,  where  her  parents 
were  serving  as  missionaries.  She  told  of  her  conver- 
sion experience  and  knew  she  had  been  "called"  at  a 
young  age  to  give  her  life  for  missions.  She  returned 
to  the  United  States  for  training  and  majored  in  mis- 
sions in  preparation  for  service  overseas. 

Unfortunately,  she  had  been  turned  down  by  the 
mission  board  with  which  her  parents  served  due  to 
a  congenital  illness.  Her  conclusion,  after  counseling 
with  other  Christians,  was  that  God  had  closed  the 
doors,  and  she  was  now  seeking  employment  in 
North  America. 

I  do  not  profess  to  know  the  meaning  of  a  lot  of 
big  words.  But  I  thought  "congenital"  meant  a 
physical  condition  with  which  a  person  is  born.  Upon 
checking  in  a  dictionary,  my  idea  proved  correct. 
The  congenital  illness  with  which  this  young  lady 
was  born  in  Africa  and  with  which  she  had  lived  in 
Africa  for  the  first  eighteen  years  of  her  life  now, 
four  years  later,  had  disqualified  her  from  serving  in 
Africa  as  a  missionary. 

It  may  be  a  bit  simplistic,  but  my  conviction  is 
that  she  just  applied  to  the  wrong  mission  board. 
There  was  no  way  that  I  was  going  to  tell  an  atheistic 
taxi  driver  the  reason  why  this  Christian  was  not  go- 
ing to  be  a  missionary. 
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Do  you  think  I  should  have  told  him  about  the 
Christian  whose  excuse  for  not  going  to  the  mission 
field  was  that  "God  did  not  really  want  me  to  go.  He 
just  wanted  to  see  if  I  was  willing?"  This  also  came 
from  a  Bible  college  graduate  who  had  planned  all 
through  school  to  go  to  the  field. 

My  response  to  this  young  scholar  was  that  I  did 
not  think  God  would  play  games  with  trained  and 
equipped  Christians  in  America  while  people  in 
Papua,  New  Guinea,  were  going  to  Hell,  even  though 
they  had  asked  for  a  missionary  to  come  and  teach 
them.  Would  God  try  to  fool  a  Bible  school  student  in 
America  while  overworked  missionaries  in  South 
America  were  begging  for  help? 

Maybe  I  should  have  told  my  driver  about  the 
pious-sounding  Christians  who  have  the  audacity  to 
blame  the  shortage  of  missionaries  on  God  himself. 
They  declare,  "I  am  willing  to  go,  but  God  has  not 
called  me."  If  there  are  not  enough  missionaries,  it 
must  be  God's  fault  for  not  calling  enough. 

Should  I  have  told  him  that  many  do  not  want  to 
be  a  missionary  because  they  claim,  "I  could  never 
learn  a  language?"  And  they  voice  this  excuse  in  a 
language  they  learned  even  before  they  had  learned 
to  tie  their  own  shoes. 

One  of  the  most  popular  excuses  we  hear  is: 
"We  can't  all  go."  Did  you  ever  wonder  why  the 
Israelites  did  not  try  that  one  on  Moses  when  he  of- 
fered to  deliver  them  from  Pharaoh?  They  all  went 
and  even  took  some  non-Jews  with  them.  And  no  one 
needed  to  "stay  at  home  and  send."  If  we  cannot  all 
go  to  the  mission  field,  it  is  not  because  God  is  so 
poor  that  He  needs  the  few  dollars  we  supply  for 
others  to  be  able  to  go  as  His  missionaries.  It  is 
because  someone  must  stay  at  home  and  witness  to 
the  heathen  here. 

Of  course,  I  have  never  heard  of  a  time  when, 
nor  a  place  where,  everyone  wanted  to  go.  That  is 
not  the  problem.  The  problem  is  that  we  can't  all 
stay. 

And  speaking  of  heathen  in  our  country,  this  is 
another  often-used  excuse:  "Why  should  we  worry 
about  someone  else's  yard  until  we  clean  our  own? 
There  are  plenty  of  heathen  right  here  at  home." 

Maybe  I  should  have  just  told  that  taxi  driver 
about  how  many  heathen  (like  him?)  there  are  here 
in  America. 

He  drove  off  into  Singapore's  Sunday  traffic  still 
wondering,  "Why  doesn't  every  Christian  want  to  be 
a  missionary?"  I  refused  to  tell  him  some  of  the  ex- 
cuses I  have  heard.  But  every  time  I  get  into  a  Com- 
fort Cab,  I  think  about  him.  I  wonder  if  I'll  ever  see 
that  same  driver  again.  And  I  wonder  if  next  time  I 
will  have  an  answer  for  his  question. 

"Why  doesn't  every  Christian  want  to  be  a  mis- 
sionary?" 

What  would  you  tell  him? 

Reprinted  from  Brown-Gold,  March  1992. 

9 


CHURCHES,  MINISTERS  NEED  TO  KNOW 
AND  COMPLY  WITH  TAX  LAWS 

The  Rev.  Charles  S.,  a  40-year-old  minister  serving  a  350-member  Baptist  church  in  another  state,  received  a 
disturbing  notice  in  the  mail  several  months  ago.  It  was  from  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  (IRS).  It  seemed  he 
owed  around  $1,500  in  back  taxes  and  penalties.  Charles  had  not  intentionally  done  anything  wrong.  His  (and  his 
church's)  transgression  was  failing  to  fill  out  the  correct  forms  and,  therefore,  not  calculating  his  taxes  properly. 

The  church  had  listed  the  minister's  compensation  on  a  Form  1099-MISC  rather  than  on  a  W-2.  Charles  had 
reported  his  church  income  on  Schedule  C  rather  than  Schedule  A  of  Form  1040. 


What  might  appear  a  minor  infraction  to  most 
people  can  be  a  major  problem  with  the  IRS.  Again, 
the  minister  did  not  fail  to  pay  his  taxes,  nor  was  he 
attempting  to  pay  less  tax  than  he  owed.  He,  and  his 
church,  simply  misunderstood  IRS  regulations. 

Ignorance  of  the  law,  especially  the  U.S.  Tax 
Code,  is  no  defense.  Being  a  non-profit  organization, 
even  a  religious  one,  does  not  lessen  the  liability. 
The  same  regulations  apply  to  everyone.  When  deal- 
ing with  the  IRS,  church  and  state  stand  on  the  same 
ground. 

"Tax  mistakes  most  often  happen  because 
church  treasurers  or  other  leaders  are  simply 
unaware  of  the  tax  law,"  states  Jim  Lambert,  ad- 
ministrative associate  for  minister  support,  Baptist 
Building,  Cary.  Lambert  directs  the  NC  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  annuity  program  and  works 
with  churches  and  ministers  in  a  variety  of  similar 
concerns. 

A  major  problem  on  the  part  of  the  church, 
Lambert  adds,  is  churches  not  setting  up  an  ac- 
countable expense  reimbursement  plan— how  the 
minister  is  paid  for  expenses  he  incurs  in  his 
ministry. 

Ministers  should  account  for  their  business  ex- 
penses (car  expenses,  purchase  of  books,  con- 
ferences) directly  to  the  church.  And  churches  must 
include  the  accountable  expense  reimbursement  in 
their  budgets. 

This  process  should  include  adopting  a  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  plan,  placing  it  as  a  line  item  in 
the  budget,  documentation  of  expenses,  and  reim- 
bursement by  the  church. 

The  church  must  also  make  sure  it  files  the  prop- 
er forms  for  all  of  its  employees.  All  employees  must 
receive  a  W-2  (both  full  and  part-time).  Contract 
workers  must  receive  a  1099.  A  part-time  janitor,  for 
example,  is  an  employee  and  must  receive  a  W-2. 
(The  IRS  has  a  20  point  test  to  determine  if  a  person 
is  an  employee  or  not.) 

"Ministers,  for  income  tax  purposes,  are  con- 
sidered employees  of  the  church  and  must  receive  a 
W-2  form,  but  for  Social  Security  purposes  they  are 
considered  self-employed,"  said  Talmage  Williams, 
director,  Stewardship  Development,  Baptist 
Building. 

Therefore,  Williams  adds,  ministers  must  pay 
15.3  percent  self -employment  (SECA)  tax.  While  the 


church  is  not  required  to  pay  one-half  the  minister's 
Social  Security  tax  as  it  is  for  its  other  employees, 
the  church  may  provide  a  "Social  Security  offset," 
an  amount  given  to  help  the  minister  pay  his  SECA 
tax.  When  an  "offset  income"  is  provided,  however, 
this  becomes  taxable  income  and  must  also  be 
reported.  The  church  can  "over  withhold"  the 
minister's  income  taxes  to  cover  both  the  income  tax 
and  the  SECA  tax.  A  form  W-4  can  be  used  to  begin 
this  arrangement. 

"The  church  needs  to  be  a  responsible 
employer.  For  the  church's  protection  as  well  as  for 
the  employee's  benefit,  the  church  should  provide 
adequate  retirement  and  insurance— life,  medical 
and  disability,"  said  Williams. 

The  "package  amount"  approach  to  ministers' 
compensation  often  misleads  the  church  to  think  the 
amount  it  costs  the  church  to  have  a  minister  is 
equal  to  what  it  pays  the  minister. 

"No  one  else  adds  up  his  salary,  his  fringe 
benefits,  and  his  business  reimbursements  when  he 
quotes  how  much  his  company  pays  him,"  said 
Williams. 

One  of  the  most  misunderstood  of  all  tax  laws  is 
the  ministers'  housing  allowance.  The  law  clearly 
states  that  a  minister's  housing  allowance  must  be 
established  prior  to  the  expenditure  of  money  to  be 
considered  non-taxable.  The  housing  allowance  can 
be  changed,  but  it  must  be  done  before  the  ex- 
penditure of  money. 

Tax  laws  require  a  church  to  place  a  minister's 
housing  allowance  in  the  budget  or  provide  an  actual 
notification  in  writing,  stating  how  much  of  the 
minister's  salary  is  designated  housing  allowance 
for  the  year.  The  church  must  then  vote  to  approve 
this  action. 

There  are  also  specific  regulations  concerning 
tax  liability  concerning  donations  to  the  church. 

"You  cannot  designate  a  donation  to  be  used  in 
some  manner  that  will  enrich  you  or  a  member  of 
your  family,"  says  Williams.  If  you  give  $500  to  the 
church's  college  scholarship  program,  he  adds,  it 
cannot  be  earmarked  for  your  son  or  daughter  (or 
grandson  or  granddaughter).  If  one  of  your  children 
or  grandchildren  is  selected  by  the  church  to  receive 
the  money  from  a  slate  of  candidates,  then  that's 
legal. 
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CRITICAL  TAX  MATTERS  FOR  CHURCHES/MINISTERS 

1.  Correctly  file  forms:  W-2  for  employees  and  1099  for  contract 
persons. 

2.  Remit  payroll  taxes  to  IRS  in  a  timely  manner. 

3.  Set  housing  allowances  prior  to  tax  year  or  before  employment. 

4.  Establish  a  reimbursement  expense  plan  accountable  to  the 
church. 

5.  Church  payment  towards  minister's  self-employment  tax 
(Social  Security)  is  taxable  income  for  income  tax  and  self- 
employment  tax. 

6.  Church  payment  of  premiums  for  life  insurance  above  $50,000 
and  reimbursement  of  certain  moving  expenses  are  taxable. 

7.  Donations  of  services  or  rent-free  property  use  is  not  tax  deduc- 
tible. 

8.  Contributions  designated  for  individuals  are  not  deductible 
unless  the  church  has  approved  funding  of  such. 


Charitable  contributions  must  be  (1)  cash  or 
property,  (2)  claimed  as  a  deduction  the  year  the 
gift  is  made,  (3)  given  unconditionally  without  per- 
sonal benefit  to  the  donor,  (4)  used  by  a  qualified 
charity,  (5)  be  within  allowable  limits  (usually  up  to 
50  percent  of  donor's  gross  income),  and  (6)  proper- 
ly substantiated. 

You  cannot  give  your  "time"  or  "service"  and 
deduct  it  from  your  income  taxes.  You  can, 
however,  deduct  expenses  involved  when  giving 
your  time  and  service  such  as  purchase  of 
materials,  reasonable  travel  expenses,  etc. 


Churches  must  comply  with  federal  labor  stan- 
dards. Churches  operating  day  care  facilities,  for 
example,  have  to  file  a  certificate  of  non- 
discrimination with  the  IRS. 

"Never  assume  you  are  exempt  from  anything. 
Operate  your  church  with  the  same  care  and  con- 
cern you  would  run  any  secular  business,"  says 
Lambert. 


Reprinted  from  The  Biblical  Recorder,  February  13,  1993. 


BE  A  FRIEND 

TO  YOUR  PASTOR 

A  1991  survey  of  pastors,  con- 
ducted by  the  Fuller  Institute  of 
Church  Growth,  revealed  the 
following  information  about  the 
personal  and  professional  lives  of 
the  clergy: 

•  90%  of  pastors  work  more 
than  46  hours  a  week. 

•  80%  believe  pastoral 
ministry  has  affected  their 
families  negatively;  33%  say  be- 
ing in  the  ministry  is  an  outright 
hazard  to  their  family. 

•  75%  report  a  significant 
stress-related  crisis  at  least  once 
in  their  ministry. 

•  50%  feel  unable  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  job. 


•  90%  feel  they  were  inade- 
quately trained  to  cope  with 
ministry  demands. 

•  70%  say  they  have  a  lower 
self-image  now  than  when  they 
started. 

•  40%  report  a  serious  conflict 
with  a  parishioner  at  least  once  a 
month. 

•  37%  confess  having  been  in- 
volved in  inappropriate  sexual 
behavior  with  someone  in  the 
church. 

•  70%  do  not  have  someone 
they  consider  a  close  friend. 

Focus  on  the  Family,  January  1993. 


April  1993 
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THE  RAISON  D'ETRE  FOR  THE  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
PRESS  AND  ITS  TIE  TO  ITS  CHIEF  PRINTER, 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  PRESS,  INC.  OF  AYDEN 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Editor 

Mount  Olive  College  Press 


Mount  Olive  College  has  made  it  possible  for  me 
to  redefine  myself  during  my  14  years  at  the  College. 
Now  I  am  in  the  midst  of  an  exciting  new  dimension 
of  work  in  addition  to  teaching  and  dialoguing  with 
students.  In  May  of  1990,  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Board  of  Trustees  established  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Press. 

Let  me  clarify  a  possible  confusion.  The  Mount 
Olive  College  Press  is  a  publishing  organization,  not 
a  printing  business.  A  printing  business  has  all  the 
expensive  machines  to  print  the  books.  The  Free 


Will  Baptist  Press,  Inc.,  in  Ayden,  is  our  chief 
printer  for  our  books.  The  Mount  Olive  College  Press 
is  a  publisher,  which  means  we  don't  have  printing 
equipment.  What  we  do  have  is  a  publisher's  ISBN 
number  for  our  books,  a  Publications  Board  whose 
members  vote  on  contracts,  an  editor/director  who 
seeks  new  authors,  a  secretary  who  keeps  records, 
and  a  treasurer  who  keeps  the  line-account  budget. 

I  have  been  appointed  the  editor/ director  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press  and  my  duties  include 
locating  authors,  submitting  manuscripts  to  the 
Publications  Board  after  Editorial  Committees  have 
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recommended  them,  drawing  up  contracts  for 
authors  which  the  Publications  Board  votes  on,  rais- 
ing the  money  to  print  our  books,  and  proofreading 
the  books  all  the  way  through  the  final  printing.  The 
editor  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Inc.,  in  Ayden, 
namely,  Janie  Jones  Sowers,  works  as  hard  as  I  do 
to  see  that  the  books  are  first-rate.  Her  job  has  ex- 
panded with  the  addition  of  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Press  work  in  her  list  of  responsibilities.  The  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press,  Inc.,  in  Ayden  has  printed  the 
enormous  variety  of  genres  we've  produced. 

To  date— since  the  establishment  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Press  in  May  1990— the  MOC  Press  has 
published  17  works.  I  have  been  busy.  The  Ayden 
staff  has  been  busy. 

But  let  me  tell  you  something.  I  believe  my  life 
has  been  building  to  this  point,  because  my  skills  in 
literature,  reading,  editing,  and  working  with  people 
have  come  to  a  centralized  focus  for  me  now.  What  I 
am  doing  is  following  my  bliss. 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Press  has  published 
numerous  genres:  the  novel,  poetry,  drama,  devo- 
tional essays,  a  calendar,  a  journal,  speeches,  chap- 
books,  a  theological  work,  and  pamphlets.  The  MOC 
Press  has  published  numerous  Kinstonians :  Michael 
Parker,  Nellvena  Duncan  Eutsler,  Diane  Roberts, 
Randolph  Spear,  Cleve  Wilkie,  Ray  K.  Hodge,  Harry 
Haskins,  Larry  Newkirk.  The  MOC  Press  has 
published  numerous  new  voices:  Lee  Davenport 
Witte,  K.  David  Hines,  Raymond  Dotson,  Eddie 
Williams,  Carol  Juul,  Audrey  Murdock. 

Why  might  this  be  of  interest  to  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists? Think  about  it.  The  fact  that  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Press  is  the  only  eastern  North  Carolina 
Press  with  the  philosophy  of  seeking  unknown  voices 
to  bring  them  to  light  is  a  startling,  vigorous, 
perhaps  even  important,  fact.  We  are  a  press  of  ser- 
vice—our desire  is  to  record  the  creativity,  history, 
and  voice  of  our  people,  our  times.  One  day  some 
Free  Will  Baptist  church  or  minister  might  wish  to 
publish  a  book.  Remember  the  Mount  Olive  College 
Press. 

I  want  everyone  to  feel  the  full  sense  of  the  vigor 
of  a  small  press  in  our  denominational  college. 
From  May  1990  to  this  day  in  1993,  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Press  has  published  an  enormous  variety  of 
works:  Levora  by  Lee  Davenport  Witte,  Travels 
With  Dr.  Pepper  by  Pepper  Worthington,  Light  for 
Living  by  Ray  K.  Hodge,  Within  Arm's  Reach  by 
Karen  Ann  Baggott,  Church  Growth  and 
Evangelism  by  K.  David  Hines,  Familiar  Quotations 
by  Ray  K.  Hodge,  Stand  Up  and  Be  a  Voice  by  Pep- 
per Worthington,  As  the  Night  Rumbles  Past  by 
Raymond  Dotson,  A  Chosen  Vessel:  The  Luke  H. 
Wetherington  Story  by  Cecil  Cahoon  II,  Just  Like 
Grandma  Used  to  Make  by  Barbara  Anderson 
Mapp,  The  Triadic  Archetype  in  Keats'  Poetry  by 
Pepper  Worthington,  Night  Walk  by  Eddie  Williams, 
In  the  Shadow  of  Job  by  Cleve  Wilkie. 
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This  list  is  significant  for  two  reasons:  (a)  New 
voices  have  been  given  a  chance  to  be  heard;  (b)  a 
publisher  is  in  our  midst  to  make  our  small  place  in 
history  recorded,  remembered,  and  rooted  so  that 
we  leave  to  those  who  follow  us  something  of  our 
spirit. 

And  what  I  hope  is  that  our  spirit  will  be  one  of 
freshness,  vigor,  integrity,  creativity,  faith,  and 
bliss.  That's  our  voice  and  we  may  not  make  money 
as  the  large  commercial  houses  in  New  York.  What 
we  stand  for  is  not  greed  but  greetings,  not  big  bucks 
but  new  voices,  not  academic  elitism  but  diverse  ac- 
ceptance, not  insulated  rural  roots  but  eastern  North 
Carolina  particularity  and  universality,  not  ruthless 
competition  but  valued  nurturing. 

Perhaps  the  1993  Mount  Olive  Review:  Images 
of  Women  in  Literature,  a  whopping  308-page  jour- 
nal with  literary  criticism,  essays,  poetry,  short 
stores,  poetry,  interviews,  book  reviews,  and 
photographs  best  reflects  what  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Press  in  all  about.  This  publication  was  lovingly 
put  together  by  the  entire  staff  at  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press,  Inc.  in  Ayden,  under  the  direction  of  Janie 
Jones  Sowers  and  Robert  Hadden,  with  Sheila 
Benson  typing  and  Teresa  Guinn  polishing  the 
layout.  Janie  Jones  Sowers  proofed  the  entire  issue, 
while  Robert  Hadden  managed  to  get  the  printing 
done  in  time  for  the  launching  at  the  Carteret  County 
Public  Library.  The  1993  Mount  Olive  Review 
reflects  the  cutting-edge  philosophy  of  our  small 
press,  because  no  matter  who  picks  up  this  forest 
green  volume,  there  will  be  at  least  20  pages  which 
will  appeal  to  the  entire  public  from  a  tobacco 
farmer  to  a  computer  genius.  This  issue  is  an 
outreach  to  the  wider  population,  because  our  small 
press  seeks  to  connect  to  society,  to  link  to  the  wider 
needs  of  an  entire  community  so  that  language  does 
not  become  a  protected  shell  for  the  scholarly  few. 
No.  Language  is  the  fresh  air  for  all;  language  is  the 
gift  breathed  into  the  heart  that  sings  and  finds 
words  the  melody  all  must  hear. 

When  you  think  of  the  value  of  a  voice,  the  im- 
portance of  the  historical  record,  the  place  for 
creativity  in  our  society,  remember  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Press.  Remember  the  printer  who  makes 
our  books  possible— the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Inc. 
of  Ayden. 

Should  any  Free  Will  Baptist  wish  a  free  copy  of 
the  1992-1993  Academic  Calendar  with  "The  Last 
Supper"  by  Jana  Guitar,  come  by  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Press,  Inc.  and  ask  for  one  from  Janie  Jones 
Sowers  or  Robert  Hadden,  compliments  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press.  Or  if  you  prefer,  come  by 
Mount  Olive  College  and  ask  for  one  from  Jean 
Ackiss.  Also,  Cliff  Gray,  executive  director  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  with  bookstores  in  Ayden, 
Kinston,  Wilson,  and  New  Bern,  has  a  free  calendar 
for  you  if  you  come  by  one  of  the  bookstores  and  ask 
for  one. 
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NEW  CLOTHES 


by  the  Rev.  Mark  Hobbs 


Some  folks  like  new  clothes  at  Easter.  It  is 
amazing  to  see  folks  in  church  on  Easter  Sunday. 
Shiny  shoes,  new  suits,  babies  dressed  like  adults, 
adults  dressed  like  teenagers;  it  is  more  than 
enough  to  boggle  the  mind.  People  who  have  re- 
frained from  entering  God's  house  since  Christmas 
or  last  Easter,  suddenly  find  themselves  gliding 
down  the  aisle  of  a  house  of  worship  adorned  in 
clothing  which  shouts  to  innocent  onlookers,  "Look 
at  me!  Look  at  me!" 

Recent  newspaper  and  television  adver- 
tisements are  filled  with  photos  of  happy  looking 
people  in  new  Easter  clothes.  The  ads  read,  "Get 
your  new  Easter  clothes  from  us."  Inferences  are 
made  to  the  effect,  "If  your  wardrobe  does  not  in- 
clude new  clothes  for  Easter,  you  might  as  well  drop 
your  name  from  the  list  of  people  now  living  on 
earth."  Isn't  it  neat  to  think  that  some  of  us  have 
allowed  retailers  to  tell  us  that  Easter  Sunday  is  the 
day  to  unleash  spring  fashion?  In  one  choir  in  which 
I  sang,  I  witnessed  a  gigantic  fight.  Time  and  effort 
were  expended  in  purchasing  choir  robes.  The  choir 
was  to  wear  them  on  Easter  Sunday  until  one  of  the 
sopranos  emphatically  stated  she  would  not  be  sing- 
ing in  the  Easter  Cantata  if  the  choir  wore  robes.  She 


had  purchased  a  new  dress  for  Easter  and  she  could 
not  sing  if  the  members  of  the  congregation  did  not 
see  her  new  dress. 

I've  found  no  reference  in  the  Gospels  about 
Jesus  having  new  clothes  as  He  gathered  in  the  Up- 
per Room  with  the  disciples.  I  did  read  He  was  given 
a  special  crown.  Even  at  His  crucifixion,  Jesus'  at- 
tire was  not  the  focal  point  of  the  activities.  His 
garments  were  taken— soldiers  cast  lots  for  His 
clothes.  It  seems  that  it  did  not  matter  what  kind  of 
clothes  Jesus  wore,  or  did  not  wear.  I  never  read 
about  Mary  Magdalene  remarking  to  Jesus  in  the 
garden,  "Wow,  aren't  those  new  clothes  you  have  on, 
Jesus?  They  really  look  good  on  you." 

Isn't  it  strange  that  Mary  overlooked  Christ's  at- 
tire as  He  appeared  to  her  in  the  garden?  Somehow, 
she  must  have  gotten  caught  up  in  the  excitement; 
Jesus  is  no  longer  dead,  Jesus  is  alive ! 

As  we  experience  Easter  1993,  I  wonder  if  we 
will  notice  the  power  and  presence  of  the  risen  Lord, 
or  will  we  take  note  of  the  new  clothes  people  will  be 
wearing?  New  clothes  cover  the  body;  the  risen 
Lord  fills  the  heart. 

A  Free  Will  Baptist  minister,  Mark  Hobbs  currently  serves  as  a  Prot- 
estant Chaplain  at  Seymour  Johnson  AFB  in  Goldsboro. 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

Early  in  February,  the  goods  donated  by  our  Convention  churches  reached  the  hurricane-stricken  area  of 
Florida.  Making  the  delivery  was  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  director  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism, 
utilizing  the  van  which  is  a  part  of  the  mobile  ministry  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism.  Accompanying  Mr. 
Hansley  were  Mr.  Henry  Jones,  driver  of  the  van  and  a  member  of  Hillside  Church,  of  Grifton;  also  the  Rev. 
Graham  Lane,  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism.  The  goods  were  delivered  to  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  Couey,  pastor  of  South  Dade  Baptist  Church,  Homestead,  Florida. 


Pictured  are  Pastor  C.  H.  Couey  (left)  and  Mr.  Henry  Jones. 


Mr.  Hansley  and  Mr.  Jones  are  greeted  by 
Pastor  Couey.  According  to  Brother 
Hansley,  Hurricane  Andrew's  damage  is 
still  quite  evident  throughout  the  area,  with 
many  former  homes  vacated  because  of  the 
structural  damage.  From  the  time  Andrew 
struck,  all  knew  that  recovery  would  be 
long-term. 

Accordingly,  one  of  the  area's 
greatest  needs  is  for  carpenters 
and  builders.  Many  of  the  area's 
citizens  have  left.  A  sign  on  one 
severely  damaged  home  read: 
"For  Sale— if  you  can  find  us." 
Pastor  Couey  stated  that  he  had 
lost  about  seventy-five  percent  of 
his  members,  as  they  were  simply 
forced  to  relocate. 
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View  of  destruction 


As  previously  mentioned  in 
"Notes  and  Quotes,"  any  future 
relief  efforts  will  be  acted  upon 
much  sooner,  with  the  Convention 
placing  in  motion  such  a  relief 
program. 

As  you  know,  this  disaster  relief 
support  was  a  joint  effort  of  our 
Convention  office  and  the  director 
of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism.  Again,  our 
thanks  to  all  who  helped  in  the  ef- 
fort. 


Mounds  of  trash  are  still  seen  in  the  streets. 

CHURCH  BUDGETS 

During  the  next  month  or  two, 
many  of  our  churches  will  be  plan- 
ning their  budgets  for  the  next 
fiscal  year.  There  are  many  needs 
in  the  areas  of  our  ministries,  and 
there  always  will  be— until  Jesus 
comes.  Budgets  should  be  planned 
and  adopted  prayerfully,  with 
much  thought  and  consideration. 
The  budget  committee  should 
take  the  time  to  learn  about  each 
ministry's  needs  as  based  upon 
the  budget  requests.  Needless  to 
say,  no  ministry  should  be  omit- 
ted. As  a  Convention,  we  have 
adopted  each  ministry's  budget; 
we  have  said  yes  to  what  each  is 
doing  and  the  things  proposed. 
Hence,  there  is  an  obligation  to 
fulfill. 

Sometime  soon,  the  Conven- 
tion's officers  will  be  formulating 
the  Convention  budget.  An  in- 
crease in  support  will  be  re- 
quested. Far  more  than  the  sug- 
gested $1  per  member  is  needed  if 
our  promotional  work  is  to  ad- 
vance. Please  keep  this  need  in 
mind  as  your  church  plans  its 
budget.  Each  church  will  be  hear- 
ing from  the  Convention. 
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HAPPENINGS 
THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 

SWEETHEART  BANQUET 

The  Men's  Fellowship  of 
Robert's  Grove  Church  was  host 
to  a  Sweetheart  Banquet 
February  13,  1993,  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
church  fellowship  hall.  The 
building  was  beautifully 
decorated  using  a  Valentine's  Day 
theme. 

President  Bobby  Phillips 
welcomed  all  the  wives,  widows, 
and  singles,  and  prayed  the  in- 
vocation. A  delicious  steak  dinner 
was  served  by  the  Food  Commit- 
tee, which  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  the  approximately 
seventy-five  people  attending.  Im- 
mediately following  the  meal, 
Bobby  Phillips  introduced  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  as 
the  speaker  of  the  hour.  Mr. 
Baker's  topic  was  on  love,  choos- 
ing Isaiah  43:1-3  as  his  Scripture. 
The  men  sang  several  hymns  to 
the  women,  which  all  greatly  en- 
joyed. 

Program  Chairman  Wayne 
Jackson  gave  all  the  women  play 
money  for  an  auction  shopping 
spree  of  useful  family  household 
items.  Auctioneer  Gene  Honey- 
cutt  directed  the  hour  of  auction 
shopping,  during  which  the 
women  enjoyed  spending  their 
money.  Several  door  prizes  were 
given  during  the  fun  auction  shop- 
ping time,  and  every  woman 
present  received  more  than  one 
surprise  item. 

The  beautiful  floral  arrange- 
ment given  to  the  Men's 
Fellowship  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Norbett  McLamb,  of  Fayetteville, 
was  enjoyed  by  all  and  presented 
to  Mrs.  McLamb's  mother,  Mrs. 
Willa  Dean  Lee,  in  honor  of  her 
birthday  which  was  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Baker  pronounced  the 
benediction. 

ACCEPTS  PASTORATE 

The  Rev.  Kevin  Stott  has  ac- 
cepted the  pastorate  of  Davis 
Church.  His  new  address  is  as 
follows:  The  Rev.  Kevin  Stott, 
Box  60,  Davis,  NC  28524. 

16 


ATTENTION,  NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  1993  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  13,  at  Free  Union  Church,  Pinetown. 
Each  auxiliary  should  represent  with  one  delegate  for  each  25  members 
or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $15.  Many  auxiliaries  mail 
their  registration  fee  in  advance.  Mailing  the  fees  in  to  the  State 
Treasurer  before  April  25  will  insure  your  delegate  faster  registration  at 
the  convention.  Please  mail  your  $15  fee  to : 

Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker 

Route  3,  Box  280-AA 

568  House  Road 

Kenly,  NC  27542 

If  you  cannot  possibly  attend,  please  mail  your  fee  anyway,  as  the 
convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 

(Anyone  needed  lodging  should  contact  Lew  Ellen  Parker,  [919] 
964-4157.) 

TO  RALEIGH 


WASHINGTON 


TO  BATH 


*  STORE 


PERFECT  ATTENDANCE  Third  Year 

Robert's  Grove  Church  Sunday 
School  recognized  those  who  had 
a  perfect  attendance  record  for 
September  1,  1991,  through 
August  31,  1992,  on  Sunday, 
November  1,  1992,  during  Sunday 
School  assembly  time.  Elgree 
Faircloth,  Sunday  School 
Secretary,  presented  the  thirty- 
seven  perfect  attendance  pins, 
with  the  assistance  of  Superinten- 
dent Bobby  Johnson.  Those  re- 
ceiving pins  were : 
First  Year:  Kalie  Pope 

Cassie  Schleibener 
Second  Year:  Linda  Baker  I 

Robert  Dale 

Mamie  Dale 

Dale  Schleibener 


Lula  Spell 
Annie  Belle  Bass 
Sudie  Peters 
Margaret  Phillips 
Bobby  Phillips 
Anna  Faircloth 
Leslie  Williamson 
Tommy  Tyndall 
Brenda  Tyndall 
Gary  Barefoot 
Gregory  Tyndall 
Cecilia  Jernigan 
Allen  Jernigan 
Dusty  Faircloth 
Frankie  Wrench 
Dawn  Faircloth 
Will  Faircloth 
Bradley  Tew 
Betty  Spell 
Thelma  Jackson 
Mary  Tew 
Buddy  Hairr 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Fourth  Year: 


Fifth  Year 


Sixth  Year: 


Seventh  Year: 

Eighth  Year: 
Tenth  Year: 

Eleventh  Year: 
Twelfth  Year: 
Thirteenth  Year: 
Fourteenth  Year: 


Recipients  of  attendance  pins  were 
recognized  on  November  1,  1992,  at 
Robert's  Grove  Church. 


Fifteenth  Year: 
Sixteenth  Year: 
Nineteenth  Year: 

Twenty-second  Year: 
Twenty-third  Year: 
Twenty-fourth  Year: 

Twenty-ninth  Year: 


Eric  Tew 

The  Rev.  Fred  Baker 
Gary  Faircloth 
Connie  Williamson 
Mary  West 
Elgree  Faircloth 
Sylvia  Johnson 
Susan  Faircloth 
Bobby  Johnson 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES 
SCHEDULED 

Robert's  Grove  Church,  Route 
1,  Dunn,  will  begin  Easter  with  an 
8  a.m.  sunrise  service.  Breakfast 
will  be  served  afterwards.  The 
day's  activities  will  continue  with 
Sunday  School  at  9:45  and  morn- 
ing worship  at  11. 

WA  SUNDAY  HELD 

February  28,  1993,  was  Wo- 
man's Auxiliary  Sunday  at 
First  Church,  Wilson.  Eunice 
Boykin,  president,  brought 
greetings  from  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary and  presented  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Life  Award  to  Mildred 
Davis  who  has  been  an  active 
Auxiliary  member  for  thirty-four 
years.  Prior  recipients  of  this 
award  were  given  special  recogni- 
tion. Mrs.  Boykin  expressed  her 
appreciation  to  the  Auxiliary 
members  for  their  dedication  and 
commitment  to  the  work  of  this 
ministry. 

Pastor  Wayne  King  brought  a 
very  inspiring  message  entitled, 
"The  Role  of  Women  in  Jesus' 
Ministry."  He  also  praised  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  for  its  work 
and  the  support  it  gives  to  the 
church,  community,  and  denomi- 
national ministries.  He  chal- 
lenged all  the  women  to  join  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  and  become 
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Mrs.  Eunice  Boykin  (left),  WA  President, 
presents  Mrs.  Mildred  Davis  her  Life 
Membership  Award. 


involved  in  this  important 
ministry. 

Deborah  King  sang,  "In  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  King,"  and  dedicated  it 
to  the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

Also,  the  beautiful  floral  ar- 
rangement in  the  sanctuary  was 
in  honor  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary. 

STUDY  COURSE  SCHEDULED 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention  will  conduct  a 
study  course  at  Yelverton  Grove 
Church,  Route  3,  Smithfield,  on 
Tuesday,  April  20,  at  7:30  p.m. 
Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss,  from  Mount 
Olive  College,  will  be  speaking  on 
"The  Lord's  Prayer." 


REVIVAL 
SERVICES  PLANNED 


The  Rev.  Harold  Jones 


Lee's  Chapel  Church,  Dunn,  has 
scheduled  a  series  of  revival  ser- 
vices for  April  25-29.  The  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  executive  director 
of  the  Convention  Foreign  Mis- 
sions program,  will  be  the  guest 
evangelist.  The  services  will 
begin  at  7  p.m.  on  Sunday  and  7 : 30 
Monday  through  Wednesday 
evenings. 

The  Rev.  Phillip  Boykin,  pastor, 
and  the  church  congregation  cor- 
dially invite  everyone  to  join  them 
in  these  services. 

17 


OPEN  ARMS  YOUTH  RALLY 
Carolina  Bible  Institute 

Pine  Level,  NC 
Saturday,  April  24,  1993 
7  p.m. 

Open  Arms  is  a  rally  which  is 
directed  mainly  for  young  people. 
All  ages  are  invited;  however,  the 
youth  will  get  more  from  the  pro- 
gram. There  will  be  live  contem- 
porary music  from  the  band 
Straight  Up.  There  will  also  be 
puppets,  skits,  youth  testimonies, 
and  a  gospel  message  for  young 
people. 

For  more  information,  call 
Glenn  Mills  (734-9314  or  735-3916). 

CHURCH  AVAILABLE 

Faith  Church,  Morehead  City 
(Eastern  Conference),  is  in  need 
of  a  full-time  pastor.  Interested 
ministers  should  contact  Willie 
Coleman  by  phoning  (919) 
726-7559. 

PEE  DEE  WOMEN 
TO  MEET 

The  Pee  Dee  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  will  meet 
with  Beaverdam  Church  on  Satur- 
day, April  3,  1993.  The  theme  for 
the  day  will  be  "Make  a  Joyful 
Noise  Unto  the  Lord,"  with  Psalm 
66:1-2  serving  as  the  day's  Scrip- 
ture. 

The  program  is  as  follows: 
Hymn,    "Praise    Him,  Praise 
Him" 

Devotions,  Minnie  Godwin 
Welcome,  Louise  Cartrette 
Response,  Nancy  Hardee 
Hymn,  "We'll  Work  Till  Jesus 

Comes" 
Offering 

President's  Remarks,  Jan  Smith 
Secretary's   Report,  Barbara 
Bryan 

Treasurer's   Report,  Avary 

Brinson 
Business  Session 
Reports  of  Various  Chairmen 
Life  Membership  Award,  Annie 

Cribb 
Memorial  Service 
Message,  Martha  Parsons,  State 

Youth  Chairman 


CHILD  DEDICATION 


by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 


On  December  19,  1992,  the  Rev. 
Japaal  Ontong  was  the  officiating 
minister  in  a  child  dedication  at 
Abo-abo  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  We  praise  God  for  the 
parents  of  the  child  who  have 
committed  and  dedicated  their 
child  to  the  Lord.  Matthew 
19:13-15  says,  "Then  little 
children  were  brought  to  him  that 
He  might  put  his  hands  on  them 
and  pray  for  them." 

The  Word  of  God  challenges 
everyone  of  us  to  let  our  little 
children  come  to  Him. 


CHRISTMAS  PARTY 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 

On  December  19,  1992,  the  Mis- 
sion Director  and  the  Assistant 
Mission  Director  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  Philippines,  the 
Rev.  Japaal  Ontong  and  the  Rev. 
Dario  S.  Basingil,  were  invited  to 
attend  the  Christmas  Party  in 
Abo-abo  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  It  is  located  in  Barangay 
Abo-abo,  Brookes  Point, 
Palawan,  one  hundred  thirty- 
three  kilometers  from  Puerto 
Princesa  City. 

The  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil  was 
invited  to  be  their  guest  speaker 
at  their  Christmas  party.  His 
message  was  taken  from  Matthew 
2:1-11.  The  message  was  entitled 
"What  Is  Christmas?"  He  em- 
phasized four  things  about 
Christmas:  first,  Christmas  is  a 
time  of  seeking;  second, 
Christmas  is  a  time  of  worship- 
ing; third,  Christmas  is  a  time  of 
giving;  fourth,  Christmas  is  a 
time  of  receiving. 

During  that  time  when  Jesus 
was  born,  He  received  the  gifts 
from  the  wise  men.  Now  the  gift  of 
God  to  us  is  Jesus.  Luke  19:10 
says,  "For  the  son  of  man  is  come 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost." 


BAPTISMAL  SERVICE 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 


On  December  19,  1992,  after  the  tion  service,  the  baptismal  ser- 
Christmas  party  and  child  dedica-      vice  was  held  in  Abo-abo  River. 
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The  officiating  minister  was  the 
Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil.  They  had 
four  people  who  decided  to  follow 
the  command  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  in  Matthew  28:19,  "Go  and 
make  disciples  of  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

The  four  people  were  Mrs. 
Reyna  Juliano,  Miss  Rowena 
Baticados,  Mr.  Albert  Cuba,  and 
Mr.  Abon  Tupas.  These  four  peo- 
ple were  baptized  by  immersion. 

The  service  was  conducted  on 
Saturday  morning.  All  the  con- 
gregation went  and  supported  the 
service. 

I  thank  the  Lord  for  His 
guidance  and  preparation  of  a 
place  for  us  to  have  the  service. 
We  pray  that  God  will  bless  these 
four  people  in  becoming  mature 
Christians  and  that  He  will  use 
them  in  His  ministry  because  of 
their  commitment  to  Him. 


OUR  WORK  IN  NEPAL 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

Of  all  the  countries  of  Southern 
Asia,  the  land-locked  kingdom  of 
Nepal  is  the  least  known.  Not  only 
did  the  mountains  effectively  shut 
off  the  country,  but  a  deliberate 
policy  of  isolation  was  maintained 
for  more  than  a  century  by 
hereditary  prime  ministers  who, 
as  in  early  India,  exercised  the 
ruling  prerogatives  of  the  king.  It 
was  not  until  1951,  when  uprisings 
restored  the  king  to  power,  that 
Nepal  was  truly  opened  to  the 
world.  It  was  in  1991  that  restric- 
tions and  fundamentalism  of 
religion  were  waived,  though  con- 
stitutional freedom  of  religion  is 
still  awaited. 

Nepal  is  about  the  size  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  and  is  divided  into 
three  distinct  geographical  areas 
running  from  east  to  west.  The 
southern  strip,  where  our  church 
work  is  located,  is  known  as  the 


T.E.E.  IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

by  the  Rev.  Japaal  Ontong 


In  1987,  the  Theological  Education  Extension  (T.E.E.)  was  born 
under  the  Palawan  Bible  College  and  Missions  Department.  After  two 
years,  the  program  of  T.E.E.  was  stopped,  for  there  were  no  students 
enrolled. 

In  October  of  1992,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Missions  Department  pro- 
moted it  again.  We,  Pastor  Japaal  Ontong  and  Pastor  Dario  Basingil, 
encouraged  all  our  church  workers  to  pray  for  T.E.E.  and  to  recruit  a 
student  who  was  willing  to  enroll  and  show  to  our  workers  the  need  of 
this  program  (T.E.E.).  This  program  is  important  and  a  big  help  to  our 
goal  2-2-2. 

After  two  months  of  promotion,  there  were  more  than  twenty  per- 
sons enrolled,  but  only  fifteen  were  accepted.  They  were  Juanito  Dulce 
Jr.,  Johnny  Lahao-Lahao,  Welson  Tabanao,  Gloria  Mandate,  Arturo 
Aspa,  Aida  Sabandal,  Alejandro  Atanozo,  Rozel  Moises,  Ma.  Luz  Aspa, 
Ceasar  Villaren,  and  Antonio  Dionaldo.  The  second  block  of  courses  was 
taken  February  22-26  of  this  year. 

Seeing  the  graduates  spreading  the  good  news  and  pastoring  local 
churches  is  very  exciting. 


Free  Will  Baptist  ministry  to  orphans  in 
Nepal. 

Terai.  It  is  a  narrow,  low-lying, 
fertile  plain-and-jungle  area  that 
accounts  for  a  large  part  of 
Nepal's  food  production,  chiefly 
grains. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Nepalis 
celebrated  their  second 
Christmas  with  real  joy  and  en- 
thusiasm. They  now  realize  that 
they  have  a  Saviour,  which  they 
never  knew  before.  Every  home 
was  nicely  decorated  and  a  real 
joy  was  seen  among  them.  They 
had  a  very  good  worship  service; 
and  thereafter,  they  marched  out 
in  a  procession  on  the  main  street 
telling  the  crowd  that  they  have  a 
Saviour  born  for  them.  They  told 
of  their  trust  and  hope  in  Him  for 
eternal  life. 

The  English  Medium  School  in 
Nepal  has  been  duly  registered 
with  the  Government  of  Nepal  and 
the  enrollment  has  been  173.  Ow- 
ing to  the  shortage  of  accom- 
modations in  the  rented  school 
building,  many  children  had  to  be 
refused  admission.  Except  for  20 
children,  11  of  them  are  orphans 
and  guardians  of  9  of  them  are  in 
prison. 

The  church  congregations  are 
becoming  stronger  in  their  faith 
and  our  deacons  are  busy 
preaching  the  good  news  to  the 
people  daringly  and  baptizing 
those  who  believe  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 
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CHURCH  PROGRESS  IN  MEXICO 

by  the  Rev.  Antonio  Escobar 


The  Shalom  Church,  under  the  ministry  of  Bro.  Filemon  Aguero, 
has  prospered.  The  Aguero  Family  is  working  in  a  program  of 
evangelism.  They  are  visiting  homes  with  the  message  of  the  Lord,  and 
God  has  given  fruit  for  their  work.  Those  who  have  received  the  Lord 
have  been  added  to  the  Shalom  Church. 

Part  of  the  work  of  evangelism  in  the  homes  is  that  of  working  with 
children  and  young  people.  A  young  people's  department  has  been 
established,  with  the  idea  of  training  young  people  to  witness.  In  this 
way,  young  people  can  reach  young  people  and  strengthen  the  young 
people's  department.  Much  prayer  is  being  made  so  that  this  year  there 
will  be  growth  in  all  the  departments  of  the  church  (Isaiah  55:11). 

The  church  asks  for  your  prayers. 


COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
Monday,  April  5,  Project  EAST  1993,  Global  TransPark  Forum,  former  State 
Senator  Henson  Barnes,  moderator.  Speakers  include  former  Governor  James 
G.  Martin  and  leaders  in  government  and  industry,  9  a.m.,  College  Hall. 

Monday,  April  5,  Global  TransPark  Luncheon,  James  B.  Hunt  Jr.,  governor  of  North 
Carolina,  speaker,  12  noon,  Dining  Hall-Student  Union. 
(There  is  a  $5  registration  fee  for  Project  EAST  and  reservations  are  re- 
quired for  the  luncheon.  Contact  Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  MOC's  executive  vice 
president,  [919]  658-2502.) 

Thursday,  April  15,  Drama,  "Tender  Lies,"  a  full-length  play  by  Nancy  Gillsenan, 
sponsored  by  the  Languages  and  Literature  Department,  7  p.m.,  Downtown 
Auditorium. 

Saturday,  April  17,  Visitation  Day  for  High  School  Juniors,  12  noon,  College  Hall 
(contact  Admissions  Office  for  reservations:  [919]  658-2502,  or  toll  free  in  NC 
1-800-653-0854). 

Sunday,  April  18,  Grand  opening  of  the  Dining  Hall-Student  Union,  reception  for 
donors  and  friends,  3-5  p.m. 

Thursday,  April  22,  Spring  Fling,  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  end-of-year  program, 
8  p.m.,  Downtown  Auditorium. 

Friday,  May  7,  Last  Dinner  at  the  downtown  campus  cafeteria,  a  special  time  for 
alumni  and  local  residents  to  bid  farewell  to  the  original  Mount  Olive  College 
building,  7  p.m. 

Saturday,  May  8,  Graduation,  10:30  a.m.,  College  Hall;  and  Alumni  Day,  12:30  p.m.; 
luncheon,  new  dining  hall-student  center. 


THE  "LAST  DINNER," 
GRADUATION  EXERCISES, 
AND  ALUMNI  DAY 
You  won't  want  to  miss  this 
weekend  at  Mount  Olive  College 

Mount  Olive  College's  gradua- 
tion 1993  festivities  include  a 
"Last  Dinner,"  Graduation  Exer- 
cises, and  an  Alumni  Day  pro- 
gram—all set  for  Friday,  May  7, 
and  Saturday,  May  8.  Former 
students,  this  year's  graduates, 
families,  and  all  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege are  invited  to  what  promises 
to  be  a  grand  celebration.  It's  a 
weekend  in  MOC's  history  that 
you  won't  want  to  miss! 

The  "Last  Dinner"  will  be  held 
in  the  College's  downtown 
cafeteria,  7  p.m.,  Friday  night.  It 
will  be  a  once-in-a-lifetime  oppor- 
tunity to  say  good-bye  to  MOC's 
original  building.  It  will  also  be  a 
time  to  renew  friendships  and 
remember  "the  good  old  days."  It 
has  been  suggested  that  those  at- 
tending "roast"  the  building,  so 
those  wishing  to  may  share  that 
"special"  memory. 

The  occasion  offers  a  unique 
means  to  refund  the  building's 
original  1953  cost  of  $25,000.  With  a 
minimum  of  250  people  accepting 
the  invitation  to  attend  the  dinner 
at  $100  per  person,  the  full  amount 
can  be  raised. 

Graduation  Exercises  will  be 
held  Saturday  morning  in  College 
Hall  at  10:30  a.m.  This  is  always 
the  highlight  of  the  academic  year 
and  the  perfect  opportunity  to 
share  in  a  joyous  celebration  with 
graduates  and  their  families. 

The  Alumni  Day  program  will 
be  held  in  the  College's  new  Din- 
ing Hall-Student  Center,  at  ap- 
proximately 12 : 30  p.m.  with  a  buf- 
fet lunch  and  the  induction  of  the 
1993  class  into  the  MOC  alumni 
family.  The  College  also  plans  to 
honor  retiring  faculty  and  staff 
during  the  luncheon. 

Alumni  will  have  the  opportuni- 
ty to  meet  with  former  classmates 
and  tour  the  beautiful  new  facili- 
ty. Alumni  500  Club  members  can 
share  a  special  pride  in  this 
building,  which  has  already  been 
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called  "THE  showplace  for  our 
entire  region." 

Alumni  and  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege are  invited  to  attend  any  or 
all  of  the  events.  The  "Last  Din- 
ner" $100-per-plate  reservations 
may  be  made  by  contacting  Mar- 
jorie  Pierce,  secretary  to  Presi- 
dent W.  Burkette  Raper,  (919) 


1993  HARRISON  MEMORIAL 
LECTURER  GIVES  "LARGER 
PERSPECTIVE" 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Pastors,  spouses,  laypersons, 
and  an  Old  Testament  class  from 
a  local  community  college  joined 
Mount  Olive  College  students  and 
faculty  in  Rodgers  Chapel  for  the 
1993  Vivian  B.  Harrison  Memorial 
Lecture.  The  three-part  program 
under  the  theme,  "Interpreting 
Jeremiah  and  Proclaiming  His 
Message,"  included  the  lecture, 
"Can  There  Be  Gospel  in  a  Real 
Estate  Deal?"  (a  sermon  on 
Jeremiah  32),  which  served  as 
MOC's  weekly  worship  service 
sermon. 

The  speaker,  Dr.  Lloyd  R. 
Bailey  Sr.,  associate  professor  of 
Old  Testament  Studies,  The 
Divinity  School  at  Duke  Universi- 
ty, led  his  listeners  through  the 
trials,  tribulations,  and,  ultimate- 
ly, the  triumphs  of  Jeremiah,  the 
prophet.  In  his  worship  service 
topic,  Dr.  Bailey  reminded  his  au- 
dience not  to  lose  the  "large 
perspective  amidst  the  despairs 
and  failures  of  the  moment. 

"As  mortals,"  he  said,  "we  can- 
not see  what  the  consequences 
will  be,  in  the  years  ahead,  of  our 
expressions  of  kindness  and 
faithfulness. 

"God's  hidden  providence  is  a 
major  thread  in  the  biblical  nar- 
rative," Dr.  Bailey  said.  "For- 
tunately, that  providence  can  be 
seen  in  retrospect,  both  by 
Jeremiah  and  ourselves. 

"We  are  not  able  to  know  at  a 
given  moment  the  importance  of 
our  seemingly  insignificant  ac- 
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658-2502. 

Cost  for  the  Alumni  Day  lunch  is 
$5  (lunch  is  free  to  members  of  the 
graduating  class),  which  may  be 
paid  when  going  through  the  buf- 
fet line.  To  help  the  food  service 
staff  know  how  many  guests  to 
prepare  for,  reservations  are  re- 
quested. Call  the  College  at  (919) 


tions,"  he  said.  "Think  for  a  mo- 
ment about  those  tired,  im- 
poverished, often  cold  and  hungry 
circuit-riding  preachers  who 
came  through  Durham  County 
more  than  a  century  ago.  Who 
was  to  know  the  good  that  would 
come  from  their  ministry  in  a 
generation  yet  unborn?"  asked 
Dr.  Bailey,  referring  to  his  own 
Methodist  heritage.  He  is  an  or- 
dained minister  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  is  active  in 
the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

"We  do  not  even  know  these 
humble  preachers'  names,  and 
yet  it  is  likely  every  person  sitting 
in  this  room  has  benefitted, 
spiritually  or  otherwise,  from 
their  influence. 

"On  the  local  level,  to  bring  the 
matter  home  to  all  of  you  here 


658-2502  and  give  the  receptionist 
your  name,  telephone  number, 
and  the  number  in  your  party. 

Be  sure  to  mark  Friday,  May  7, 
and  Saturday,  May  8,  on  your 
calendar.  When  the  history  book 
about  Mount  Olive  College  is  writ- 
ten, you  will  want  to  have  been 
part  of  it  all ! 


present,  it  is  certainly  in  order  to 
cited  the  existence  of  the  Vivian 
B.  Harrison  Memorial  Lecture 
Series,"  he  said.  "I  suspect  its  en- 
dowment is  somewhat  more 
modest  than  the  multi-millions  of 
Harvard  University,  and  yet,  it  is 
making  concrete  and  continuing 
provision  for  Christian  education 
and  enrichment." 

In  his  conclusion,  Dr.  Bailey 
told  his  audience  to  "devoutly 
study"  the  Bible.  "It  has  enabled 
individuals  to  retain  their  faith," 
he  said,  "and  has  repeatedly 
preserved  the  community's  iden- 
tity during  the  long  nights  of 
despair  and  of  God's  seeming 
absence.  It  proclaims  that  the 
'vast  good'  which  was  promised  to 
Abraham  and  Sarah,  and  renewed 
to  Jeremiah,  is  now  becoming, 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Harrison  Lecture  program  participants  are  pictured  (from  left):  Ashley  Summerlin,  MOC 
religion  major.  Scripture  lesson;  Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  chair,  Department  of  Religion,  introduction 
of  speaker;  the  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  North  Carolina  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association, 
prayer;  Dr.  Lloyd  R.  Bailey,  lecturer:  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to  MOC  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper,  invocation;  and  the  Rev.  Frank  R.  Harrison,  college  chaplain  and  lecture 
sponsor  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


and  will  continue  to  become,  an 
actuality." 

"This  year's  lecture  continued 
the  high  quality  presentations  we 
have  had  in  the  past,"  said  Dr. 
Michael  R.  Pelt,  chairman  of 
MOC's  Department  of  Religion. 
"We  greatly  appreciate  the  con- 
tribution made  by  Dr.  Bailey  to 
this  series." 

Dr.  Thomas  Graves,  president, 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  is  scheduled 
to  give  the  fourth  annual  lecture 
in  February  1994. 

The  Vivian  B.  Harrison 
Memorial  Lecture  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Rev.  Frank  P.  Har- 
rison in  memory  of  his  wife.  The 
purpose  of  the  lecture  is  to  pro- 
vide a  medium  for  continuing 
education  for  ministers  and  lay 
persons  of  eastern  North 
Carolina. 


MINISTERS  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Lagcher  is 
available  for  supply  and  revival 
pulpit  work.  He  can  be  contacted 
by  writing  him  at  Box  146, 
Pinetown,  NC  27865;  or  by  phon- 
ing (919)  927-4439. 

The  Rev.  Mike  Daniels  is 
available  for  full-time,  part-time, 
or  interim  ministry.  Interested 
churches  can  contact  him  at  2717 
Holloway  Street,  Durham,  NC 
27703;  or  by  phoning  (919) 
596-1957. 


ALLELUIA! 
He  Is  Risen! 


Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Please  join  us  for  a  reception 
to  celebrate  our 
Grand  Opening 
of 

The  New  Dining  Hall-Student  Center 

Sunday,  April  18th 
3  to  5  p.m. 

Main  Campus 
Mount  Olive  College 


ATTENTION, 
WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  col- 
lect your  per  capita  dues,  if 
you  have  not  already  done  so. 
These  dues  should  be  col- 
lected during  the  first 
months  of  the  year,  in  time  to 
be  sent  to  your  District 
Treasurer  before,  or  in  time 
for,  your  District  Conven- 
tion. The  dues  are  40  cents 
per  member  per  year. 

Send  these  dues  to  your 
District  Treasurer;  she  will 
keep  20  cents  and  send  20 
cents  to  your  State 
Treasurer.  It  is  necessary 
that  you  cooperate  in  this,  as 
these  dues  provide  a  part  of 
the  funds  for  the  operational 
expenses  of  your  convention. 
Thank  you  for  your  past 
cooperation;  we  know  that 
we  can  continue  to  count  on 
you. 

Your  State  Treasurer, 
Nadine  Crocker 


April  is  .  .  . 

Home  Missions 
and  Evangelism  Month 
Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE  1993 


MORNING  STAR 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (AFC) 

FALL  LIMITED  EDITION 

April  16-18 

July  5-10 

October  11-14 

Teresa  Ball 

Doug  Skinner 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

817  Lynn  Road 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Durham,  NC  27703 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

JUNE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

GENERAL  YOUTH  H 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  I 

June  7-12 

July  12-17 

October  15-17 

Teresa  Ball 

Chris  Singleton 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Box  162 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Beulaville,  NC  28518 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

GENERAL  YOUTH  I 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  H 

June  14-17 

July  19-24 

October  22-24 

Philip  Boykin 

Bryant  Hines 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  5,  Box  177 

Box  266 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Dunn,  NC  28334 

Cove  City,  NC  28523 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

CHRISTIAN  CADET 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE 

CORNERSTONE 

June  21-26 

July  26-31 

November  26-28 

Gary  Bailey 

James  Gurganus 

Teresa  Ball 

112  Crosswinds  Drive 

Route  3,  Box  64 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

Newport,  NC  28570 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (YFA) 

AUGUST  WOMAN'S 

CHRISTMAS  LIMITED 

June  28 -July  3 

AUXILIARY 

EDITION 

Scott  and  Janie  Sowers 

August  2-7 

December  2-5 

Route  1,  Box  106-B 

Teresa  Ball 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Farmville,  NC  27828 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

April  1993 
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MORNING  STAR 
Spring  Women's  Mini-Retreat 
Cragmont  Assembly 

Friday,  April  16— Sunday,  April  18,  1993 

Speaker— Ramona  Norman 
Tentative  Schedule 

Friday  8  p.m.— Opening  Service 
Saturday  Morning— Bible  Study 

Afternoon— Free  for  Your  Own  Adventures 

Evening— Devotional  Service 
Sunday  Morning  Worship 

11  a.m.— Homeward  Bound 

COST 
$45  Total 

10    Registration  Fee 
$35    Balance  Due  on  Arrival 

Mail  Registration  Fee  and  Form  to: 
Mrs.  Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 
(919)  524-4677 

If  you  have  questions  contact: 

Mrs.  Donna  Holland        Becky  Jo  Sumner 
3069  NC  581  North         Route  4,  Box  410 
Fremont,  NC  27830         Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
(91 9)  242-521 6  (919)  332-681 0 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

Morning  Star  Conference  1993 


Church 


If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations,  check  here. 
List  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room. 


If  you  have  a  special  place  you  would  like  to  stay,  please  note  it  here.  ■  

(***NO  GUARANTEES  but  we  will  try.) 
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SUMMER  WOMEN'S  CONFERENCE 
Cragmont  Assembly 


DATES:  1993  Summer  Women's  Conferences 

June  Women's  Conference  August  Women's  Conference 

Speaker:  Rudene  Kennedy  Speaker:  Jean  Ackiss 

June  7-12,  1993  August  2-7,  1993 


COST- 


$130  Total 
20  Deposit  (Registration  Fee) 


$110  Due  on  Arrival 
(Make  checks  payable  to  CRAGMONT  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE) 
Mail  registration  fee  and  form  to : 

Mrs.  Teresa  Ball 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Phone,  (919)  524-4677 
If  you  have  questions,  contact: 

Mrs.  Donna  Holland 

3069 -NC  581  North 

Fremont,  NC  27830 

Phone,  (919)  242-5216 


Becky  Jo  Sumner 
Route  4,  Box  410 
Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
Phone,  (919)  332-6810 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
Cragmont  Woman's  Summer  Conferences 

Circle  the  1993  Summer  Conference  you  wish  to  attend. 

June  Women's  Conference  August  Women's  Conference 

June  7-12, 1993  August  2-7, 1993 


Name   

Address   

Phone  Church  

Circle  room  preference:  Main  Building   Motel   Girl's  Dorm  Other  

If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations  please  check  here 
List  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room   


April  1993 
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YFAers  will  soon  be  traveling  to  Cragmont  Assembly  to  attend  the  1993  Youth  Frontier  Conference.  Youth 
Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week  is  unique  because  it  is  the  only  youth  encampment  at  Cragmont  planned  for 
just  teenagers.  This  encampment  is  a  time  of  fun  and  fellowship,  a  time  of  soul-searching  and  inspiration.  This 
year's  encampment  is  scheduled  for  June  28-July  3.  Activities  planned  include  a  trip  to  Carowinds. 

To  make  sure  that  you  are  among  those  attending  YFA  Week,  please  mail  the  application  below  soon! 
Send  the  application  with  a  $55  registration  fee.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent 
when  your  registration  fee  is  received.  The  total  cost  of  the  week  is  $155. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week. 


APPLICATION 

Name   

Address   

City/Town   

State  Zip  


Send  application  to:  Scott  and  Janie  Sowers,  Directors,  Route  1,  Box  106-B,  Farmville,  NC  27828. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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AFC  CONFERENCE 
July  5-10,  1993 

Serving  Youth  Ages  8-12 
Cost  per  Camper:  $155 


Theme:  "To  Know  Him,  to  Love  Him,  to  Serve  Him"  (AFC  Motto) 

Learn  how  to  be  a  good  Ambassador  For  Christ 
at  home,  at  school,  at  play  .  .  .  and  still  have  fun! 


To  register  for  AFC  Conference,  complete  this  information: 


Name  

Address  

Phone   

Age  

Sex  

Name  of  Church  

Please  send  this  information,  along  with  a  $25  ** Please  make  checks  payable  to 

registration  fee,  to:  ^J^t*  AF^  Conference.  Registration  fee 


The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner 
817  Lynn  Road 
Durham,  NC  27703 
(Phone)  919/596-2456 


is  non-refundable  after  June  30. 


April  1993 
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YOUTH  wt  CONVENTION 
OF 

ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

THEME: 

REFLECTING  JESUS'  LOVE  IN  .  . 

May  14-16,  1993 


SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 


Friday,  May  14 


5:00  p.m. 


5-7  p.m. 


7:30  p.m.- 


11:00  p.m. 


Registration,  College 
Hall 

Registration  of  Arts 
and  Crafts,  Room  202 

Registration,  Christian 
Writing,  Room  201 

Talent  Competition, 
College  Hall 

Last  year's  winners 
performing,  Devo- 
tions 

Student  Center  open  un- 
til 11  p.m. 

Friday  and  Saturday 
( refreshments  and 
games) 

Good  night;  everyone 
in  his/her  room 


11:15  p.m.—    Devotions  in  each 

dorm,  apartment  out- 
side, and  at  motel 


Saturday,  May  15 

7 : 30-8 : 30  a. m .  —    Breakfast,  Downtown 
Campus 

8:30  a.m.—    Registration,  College 
Hall  for  new  arrivals 

9:00  a.m.—    General  assembly,  Col- 
lege Hall  everyone 

—  Devotions 

10:00  a.m.—    Competitions  begin 

—  Bible  Bowl  Finals, 

Chapel 

—  Lesson  Presentation, 

Henderson  Building, 
Room  113 


—  Public  Speaking, 

Henderson  Building, 
Room  209 

—  Arts  and  Crafts,  Col- 

lege Hall,  Room  202 

11:30-12:00—    Choir  Practice,  College 
Hall 

11:30-  1:00—    Lunch,  cookout  by 
Men's  Dorm 

—  Bookstore  will  be  open 
1:30  p.m.—    General  assembly, 

everyone 

—  Devotions 

—  Business  session 

—  Special  program  by 

Special  Guest 
3:00  p.m.—    Recreation  time:  soft- 
ball,  tennis,  volley- 
ball, horseshoes 
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6:00  p.m.—    Banquet  and  Awards 

Program,  everyone  is 
invited  (no  shorts- 
casual  dress) 

—  Awards  program 

—  Devotions 

—  State  Youth  Choir 

—  Special  entertainment 

—  Presentation  of  Awards 

—  Free  Time 

—  Student  Center  open 

until  11 

11:00p.m.—    Goodnight;  everyone 
his/her  room 

11:45  p.m.—    Devotions— dorm, 

motel  or  apartment 

Sunday,  May  16 

8:00-  9:00 
8:00-  9:00  a.m.—  Breakfast 
10 : 00  a.  m .  —    Morning  Worship , 
Rodgers  Chapel 

—  State  Youth  Choir 

—  Reflections 

—  State  First  Place 

Winners 

—  Message 

11:30  a.m.—    Cleaning  and  check  out 

IF  YOU  ARE  NOT  PARTICIPATING  IN 
OR  WATCHING  A  COMPETITION, 
SOMETHING  SPECIAL  FOR  YOU 

FROM  10  to  11:15: 
9  and  Younger— Student  Center 
12  and  Older— College  Hall 

10  p.m.-l  p.m.  Friday  night 
YFAers  have  special  plans 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

State  Convention  t-shirts  will  be 
sold. 

Cost  of  meals  provided  by 
Mount  Olive  College  Cafeteria 
will  be  $2.50  for  breakfast,  and 
$3.50  for  lunch. 

Cost  of  lodging  overnight  will  be 
$6  per  person  per  night. 

Guests  must  bring  their  own 
pillows,  blankets,  linens,  bath 
cloths,  towels,  soap,  money  for 
meals  and  snacks,  Bible, 
notebook  and  pencil,  and  casual 
clothes  for  the  weekend. 

Mount  Olive  College  bookstore 
will  be  open  on  Saturday. 

Rooms  will  be  assigned  in  the 
order  as  registration  forms  are 
received  (first  received,  first 
assigned). 

Money  for  lodging  should  be 
sent  with  a  $25  registration  fee 


(per  church)  by  May  1,  1993. 

Meal  tickets  must  be  purchased 
upon  arrival  on  Friday  night  from 
5  to  9. 

Banquet  information :  Tickets 
must  be  purchased  in  advance,  $4 
per  person  (BBQ,  turkey,  ham, 


slaw,  potatoes,  beans,  bread,  and 
drink  will  be  served).  There  will 
be  special  entertainment. 

All  1st  place  district  winners 

will  be  paid  for  by  the 
sponsor  of  their  competition. 
Everyone  is  encouraged  to  attend. 


STATE  YOUTH  CONVENTION 
Registration  Form 


Name  of  church 
Address  


Please  give  address  and  phone  number  of  person  we  may  contact  to  answer  questions 
about  your  group's  registration: 


Name 


Address 


Phone  number 


Names  of  adults  supervising  young  people  staying  overnight  at  the  Convention  (at  least  one 
adult  male  and  one  adult  female;  and  they  must  be  supervised  at  all  times!): 


Total  number  of  youth  and  adults  lodging  overnight. 

Friday  no.  Total 

Males  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Males  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Females  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Females  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Saturday 

Males  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Males  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Females  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Females  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Registration  fee  (per  church)  $25 

Money  for  meals   

Total  amount  enclosed   

Estimate  number  of  youth  and  adults  eating  meals  provided  by  MOC  cafeteria: 

Friday  Saturday  Sunday 

Breakfast  *   

Lunch  *    ; — 

Supper  *    t 

(*No  meals  served  at  this  time) 
Registration  forms,  along  with  lodging  money  and  registration  fee,  should  be  sent  to: 

Martha  Parsons 
2317  Bayside  Drive 
Fayetteville,  NC  28306 
Phone:  (919)  486-4636 


April  1993 
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SUCCESS!  HOW  IS  IT  MEASURED? 


How  do  we  measure  success?  In 
the  world  of  business,  one  would 
take  a  look  at  the  financial  state- 
ment. If  the  business  makes  a  real 
profit,  it  is  considered  a  success. 
Should  the  profit  be  a  large  one,  it 
is  said  to  be  very  successful.  In 
part,  churches  and  ministries 
have  taken  their  cue  from  the 
business  world.  From  time  to 
time,  pastors  and  church 
members  have  been  known  to 
boast  about  how  big  their  church 
budget  is.  Sometimes,  they  will 
list  for  the  person  listening  how 
much  is  being  spent  for  the  needy, 
the  youth,  the  singles,  the  senior 
citizens,  etc.  It  is  usual  for 
ministry  directors  to  participate 
in  conversations  about  how  much 
money  has  been  donated  to  their 
particular  ministry.  Surely,  we 
should  always  be  discussing  the 
financial  successes  and  failures  of 
our  ministries.  As  a  denomina- 
tion, as  ministries,  and  churches, 
we  must  look  for  funds  to  carry  on 
our  work.  We  also  need  to  be  at- 
tentive and  assure  that  we  are 
spending  these  funds  sensibly. 
However,  large  budgets  and 
spending  more  money  than  ever  is 
not  the  only  measure  of  our  suc- 
cess. 

How  can  we  evaluate  our  suc- 
cess? Simply  put,  we  evaluate  our 
success  by  the  lives  touched  by 
our  ministry— the  lives  touched 
through  sharing  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  through  the  kindness  of 
some  good  Christian  friend, 
through  teaching  and  counsel.  As 
manager  of  Cragmont,  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  observing  this  type 
of  ministry  occur.  Just  this  past 
summer  alone,  71  youth  made 
professions  of  faith.  Over  30  of 
these  were  from  one  week  of 
camp.  Out  of  these  30,  about  25 
were  from  one  church.  Can  you 
conceive  of  the  joy  which  came  to 
the  pastor  as  he  baptized  those  25 
young  people?  Not  only  the 
pastor,  but  joy  must  have  been  so 
apparent  on  the  faces  of  those 
church  members.  That  must  have 


by  John  R.  Williams  Jr. 

been  a  momentous  service  to  at- 
tend. There  are  also  those  who 
have  rededicated  their  lives  and 
those  who  have  given  their  lives  to 
full-time  Christian  service 
through  the  ministry  of  Crag- 
mont. 

This  may  not  sound  like  much 
when  looking  only  at  one  season  of 
conferences.  However,  remember 
that  the  ministry  of  Cragmont  has 
been  in  existence  since  1945.  When 
viewed  from  this  perspective,  the 
total  effect  upon  human  lives  for 
the  cause  of  Christ  is  colossal. 
Sure,  it  would  be  entertaining  to 


know  how  much  money  has  been 
raised  and  spent  to  conduct  this 
ministry  since  1945.  But  if  more 
money  and  a  bigger  budget  is  the 
standard  we  use  to  measure  our 
success,  then  we  need  to 
reevaluate  our  mission.  It  is  the 
lives  we  touch  that  really  counts. 
Cragmont  is  an  important 
ministry  of  the  denomination 
because  our  mission  is  to  teach 
people,  whether  young  or  old,  how 
to  live.  We  cannot  stop  raising 
funds  or  spending  funds.  But  we 
must  remain  focused  on  the  real 
mission. 


CRAGMONT  CLUB— WHAT  IT  COULD  DO 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Cragmont  Club  in  1980,  over  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars  has  been  generated  by  the  club.  Please 
take  a  look  at  the  figures  below  to  see  the  potential  the  Cragmont 
Club  could  have  over  the  period  of  one  year. 

No.  of  Members  Amount  Generated 
200  $  24,000 

500  $  60,000 

700  $  84,000 

1,000  $120,000 

Below  are  the  costs  and  benefits  of  the  Cragmont  Club. 

WHO  CAN  JOIN? 
.  .  .  Families  •  •  •  Woman's  Auxiliaries 

.  .  .  Sunday  School  classes       •  .  •  Layman's  Leagues 

WHAT  IS  THE  COST? 

. .  .  $10  per  month  per  family  or  group 

...  $  6  per  month  for  Senior  Citizens  (60  years  and  over) 

WHAT  ARE  THE  BENEFITS? 

You  and  your  family  will  receive  free  room  for  two  days  and 
nights,  and  meals  (as  available),  per  year.  These  benefits 
are  not  cumulative. 

WHAT  IS  THE  LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP? 
The  cost  is  $1,500,  to  be  paid  over  3  years. 
The  benefits  are  the  same  as  above. 
$1,500  is  invested.  Only  the  interest  earned  is  spendable. 

The  Cragmont  Club  has  the  potential  of  generating  a  steady 
cash  flow  for  Cragmont.  During  the  months  of  March,  April,  and 
May,  we  experience  a  slow  period.  If  enough  of  our  people  would 
contribute  to  the  Cragmont  Club,  we  could  meet  our  bills  without 
worry. 
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COMMITMENTS  ARE 
STILL  NEEDED 

"Jubilee"  commitments  are 
still  needed.  Currently,  203 
pledges  have  been  sent  in.  Out  of 
the  203  commitments,  only  84 
churches  have  responded.  That  is 
less  than  half  of  the  total  number 
of  churches  in  the  denomination. 
Churches,  where  are  you?  Many 
of  the  churches  who  have  made 
the  commitment  to  help  us  retire 
Cragmont's  debt  state  that  it  was 
easier  to  raise  the  funds  than  they 
originally  thought.  There  is  still 
time  to  make  the  commitment  in 
helping  us  wipe  out  the  debt. 


Yes,  you  can  count  on  me 
(us)  to  help  Cragmont 
become  debt  free  by  1995. 1 
(we)  hereby  pledge  a  gift 
of  $1,000  toward  debt 
reduction  of  Cragmont. 

The  first  payment  will 
be  made  on: 


Name 


Address 


Zip 


Church 


THANK  YOU  TO  MRS.  POPE 

Recently  in  a  visit  with  Mrs. 
Zelma  Pope,  Dr.  Bobby  R.  Taylor, 
through  a  warm  experience,  was 
exposed  to  skills  of  making 
homemade  quilts.  This  is  an  art 
that  is  practiced  in  few  homes 
anymore. 

Mrs.  Zelma  Pope,  of  Kenly,  NC, 
donated  10  of  her  beautiful 
homemade  quilts  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home.  Each 
quilt  was  unique  in  its  own  way. 
None  of  the  quilts  were  the  same ; 
they  were  all  made  of  different 
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Dr.  Bobby  R.  Taylor  visits  with  Mrs.  Zelma 
Pope 

colors,  designs,  and  fabrics.  The 
quilts  were  very  heavy  for  lots  of 
warmth. 

Mrs.  Pope  is  86  years  old  and 
lives  alone.  But  don't  worry,  she  is 
very  capable  of  living  alone.  Mrs. 
Pope  is  a  very  caring  person,  who 
spends  much  of  her  time  making 
her  lovely  quilts. 

We  express  a  sincere  heartful 
thank  you  to  Mrs.  Pope  for  her 
kind  hospitality  and  donations. 


Mrs.  Isabelle 

We  reported  in  the  February 
issue  of  Children's  Home  Life 
about  alumna  Mrs.  Isabelle  King, 
from  New  Bern,  NC,  who  was  one 
of  our  speakers  on  Friends  of 
Children  Day.  We  are  saddened  to 
share  with  you  her  passing.  Mrs. 
King  passed  away  on  January  22, 
1993.  She  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
those  who  knew  her. 


RECENT  VISITING  GROUPS  TO  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

A  group  from  Aspen  Grove  Church  visited  our  campus  on  Sunday 
afternoon  January  31.  The  Aspen  Grove  members  brought  Valentine 
goodies  for  the  children.  They  also  sang  a  variety  of  motion  songs  during 
their  visit  with  the  children.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Ed  Thornton,  shared 
words  of  inspiration  at  the  end  of  the  visit. 


■  '. 

Aspen  Grove  Church 
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The  Woodmen  of  the  World 

The  Woodmen  of  the  World  (W.O.W.)  from  Lucama,  coordinated  by 
Mickey  Davis,  visited  our  campus  on  February  9, 1993.  The  W.O.W.  pro- 
vided the  children  and  staff  with  a  tasty  hotdog  supper. 


Black  Jack  Church 

Members  of  the  Black  Jack  Church  brought  lots  of  cleaning  supplies 
for  our  Home.  We  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  Black  Jack  Church  and 
their  pastor,  Calvin  Heath,  for  reaching  out  to  help. 


A  great  big  "THANK  YOU"  to  all  these  special  people. 


CHARMS 

(Continued  from  Page  39) 

stuff  them  into  the  capsules,  and 
prepare  a  basket  of  "goodies"  for 
the  shut-in  members. 

MAY  BULLETIN  BOARD 


CH  RCH 

IS  INCOMPLETE  WITHOUT 

"U" 


Convention  Bulletin  Board  Idea  #4 


LANDMARK  CLOSED 

For  many  people  like  me,  a 
trip  to  Mount  Olive,  NC,  in- 
cluded a  stop  at  Smitty's. 
Why,  you  had  to  stop!  If  you 
attended  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege it  would  be  rather  "un- 
patriotic," unhealthy,  un- 
something  not  to  go.  Going  to 
Smitty's  was  just  part  of 
what  you  were  supposed  to 
do. 

But  the  last  hamburger 
steak,  the  last  hot  dog  with 
slaw,  the  last  cheeseburger 
all  the  way  was  served  up 
shortly  after  midnight  on 
December  23,  1992,  at 
Smitty's  Big  Tee  Restaurant. 

Nelson  Bland,  of  the  Mount 
Olive  Tribune,  reported  that 
"customers  came  by  the  hun- 
dreds, packing  the  small 
50s-style  grill."  According  to 
Bland,  "Grown  men  cried  on 
Smith's  shoulder.  Married 
couples  with  grown  children 
of  their  own  reminisced 
about  meeting  each  other, 
falling  in  love,  and  courting 
at  Smitty's.  And  even 
children  as  young  as  five 
years  old  were  asking  Smith 
why  he  was  closing." 

After  nearly  34  years, 
Relma  Morris  "Smitty" 
Smith  has  chosen  to  go  out  of 
business.  He  has  decided  to 
retire  at  61.— Editor 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
June  12,  1993 

It  is  for  freedom  that  Christ  has  set  us  free.  Stand  fast 
.  .  .  (Galatians  5:1). 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
and 

EAGLES  NEST 

THEME:  "In  Christ:  Liberty— Justice— Freedom" 
Friday,  June  11 

6:00  p.m.        Fellowship  and  Sharing  Time 

Saturday,  June  12 

9:00-  9:30  a.m.  Fellowship  Time 

9:30-10:15  a.m.  "Liberty  in  Christ"  The  Rev.  Howard  Starling 

10:15-10:45  a.m.  Recreation  and  Fellowship 

10:45-11:30  a.m.  "Justice  in  Christ"  The  Rev.  David  Parrish 

11:30  a.m.-  1:00  p.m.  Lunch  and  Recreation 

1:00-  1:45  p.m.  "Freedom  in  Christ"  The  Rev.  Al  Markuson 

1:45-  2:15  p.m.  Recreation 

2:15-  2:45  p.m.  Prayer  and  Meditation 

2:45-  3:30  p.m.  Sharing  Time 

3:30  p.m.  Benediction 

Recommended  Reading:  Love  Not  the  World  (paperback)  by  Watchman  Nee.  (This  book  may 
be  ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press.) 


REGISTRATION  FOR  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
June  12,  1993 

Each  person  planning  to  attend  the  retreat  is  requested  to  complete  and 
return  this  form  by  June  1. 

Make  checks  for  overnight  accommodations  payable  to  the  State 
Layman's  League. 


Name. 


Address. 
City  


Check  appropriate  blanks: 


I  plan  to  attend  the  retreat  at  Eagles 
Nest  on  June  12. 


-Zip. 


Church 


Conference 


Home  Telephone 
April  1993 


I  plan  to  stay  at  Eagles  Nest  Friday 
night,  June  11.  ($5) 

Please  return  this  form  to: 
Mr.  Roney  Bunn 
Route  3,  Box  189 
Kenly,  NC  27542 


All  sessions  on  Saturday  will  be 
at  Eagles  Nest.  If  you  plan  to  stay 
overnight  at  Eagles  Nest,  bring 
your  sleeping  bag  and  whatever 
else  you  will  need.  Bring  your  Bible 
with  you.  You  will  need  it  on  Satur- 
day. 

For  additional  information, 
please  contact  the  Rev.  Frank  R. 
Harrison,  Mount  Olive  College, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  (office, 
658-2502,  home,  658-9363);  or,  Mr. 
John  Newton,  500  West  Walnut 
Street,  Tarboro,  NC  27886  (office, 
832-7776,  home,  823-3049). 

Lunch  will  be  served  by  the 
laymen. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Starling  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  La  Grange, 
NC.  The  Rev.  David  Parrish  is 
pastor  of  Bethany  Church,  Winter- 
ville,  NC.  The  Rev.  Al  Markuson  is 
pastor  of  Genesis  Mission,  Fay- 
etteville,  NC. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
April  8— Promotional  Committee, 
Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow 
Hill,  NC,  7  p.m. 
May  6— Executive  Board  and  Pro- 
motional Committee,  Elmer 
Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill, 
7  p.m. 

May  7  — State  Layman's  League 
Meeting,  Howell  Swamp  Church 
(off  Highway  91,  near  Walston- 
burg,  at  intersection  of  state 
roads  1225  and  1249);  supper, 
7  p.m.;  business,  8  p.m. 

May  15— State  Youth  Convention, 
Mount  Olive  College;  supper  to 
be  catered  by  Layman's 
League,  6  p.m.  (If  you  would 
like  to  help  with  the  supper, 
contact  Elmer  Harrell,  747-2894. 
If  you  would  like  to  make  a 
donation  toward  this  project, 
send  money  to  Roney  Bunn, 
treasurer,  7655  Leonard  Road, 
Kenly,  NC  27542;  237-4428.) 

June    11-12  — Layman's  League 
Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Eagles 
Nest,  Mount  Olive,  NC;  9  a.m.— 
4  p.m. 
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Juniper  Chapel  Church 
Vanceboro,  NC 
February  22,  1993 
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by  Wayne  Foust 

I  suppose  you  have  heard 
the  one  about  Madalyn  Mur- 
ray O'Hair  trying  to  ban 
religious  broadcasting? 
Millions  of  people  have,  and 
though  there  is  no  truth  to 
the  rumor,  that  hasn't  kept 
protest  mail  from  being  sent 
to  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  in  Wash- 
ington, DC. 

This  hoax  began  in  1974 
when  a  petition  RH2493  was 
presented  to  the  FCC.  Im- 
mediately, the  FCC  denied  to 
hear  it.  They  say  to  rule  on 
such  an  issue  as  taking  Bible 
reading  off  of  the  air  waves 
would  be  a  violation  of  the 
first  amendment. 

These  often-photocopied 
forms  say  that  one  million 
signed  petitions  are  needed. 
This  hoax  has  generated 
enough  response  that  FCC 
has  "religious  petition"  as 
one  of  the  options  you  can 
select  with  your  touch-tone 
phone  when  calling  the  agen- 
cy's computerized  switch- 
board. That  then  triggers  a 
recorded  message  declaring 
that  the  "rumors  are  ab- 
solutely false, "  and  that  over 
the  past  15y2  years  this  agen- 
cy has  received  over  30 
million  pieces  of  mail  on  this 
subject. 

If  you  want  to  call  and 
check  this  yourself,  you  may 
call  the  FCC,  1-202-632-7000. 
When  you  call,  just  wait  for 
instructions;  then  follow 
them. 

The  FCC  states  that 
despite  the  efforts  to  kill  the 
rumor,  it  remains  alive  and 
well.  They  tell  us  that  they 
receive  a  couple  of  million 
pieces  of  mail  each  year. 
They  tell  us  that  between  200 
and  300  phone  calls  per 
month  are  received. 

Help  us  to  stop  this  rumor 
by  telling  people  that  it  is  a 
hoax. 

Reprinted  from  The  General  Baptist 
Messenger,  February  1993,  page  1. 
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Course 


Mount  Olive  College 
Summer  School  Session  A 

May  24  -  June  25, 1993 


Description 


Credit 


Course 


Description 


Credit 


8  -  9:50  a  m. 

12 -1:50  p.m. 

PSY/BI0  251 

Human  Anatomy  &  Phys 

4 

ACC340 

Managerial  Accounting  3 

CIS  120 

Intro  to  Comp  Info  Systems 

3 

BIO  110 

Principles  of  Biology  4 

ECO  310 

Money  &  Banking 

3 

BUS  350 

Principles  of  Marketing  3 

ENG  260 

Intro  to  Mass  Media 

3 

MAT  125 

Structures  of  Math  3 

HIS  111 

Western  Civilization  I 

3 

PLS  110 

American  Government  3 

HIS  112 

Western  Civilization  II 

3 

PED  100 

Fitness  for  Life 

2 

12-3  p.m. 

PSY210 

Intro  to  Psychology 

3 

PSY/BIO  25 1L 

Anatomy  &  Phys  I  Lab  (MTT)  0 

RLS  230 

Field  Training 

1 

RLS  231 

Field  Training 

1 

RLS  232 

Field  Training 

1 

RLS  499 

Recreation  Internship 

12 

SOC  230 

Marriage  &  Family 

3 

VISCOM  170 

Intro  to  Macintosh  Comp 

3 

Register  at  8:00  a.m.  May  24  in  Henderson  Building  Room  209 

8-11  a.m. 

BIO 110L 

Biology  Lab  (MTT) 

0 

All  classes  meet  Monday  through  Friday  unless  otherwise  specified. 
Registration  is  open  through  the  first  day  of  classes. 

10-11:50  a  m 

ART  110 

Art  Appreciation 

3 

Six  (6)  semester  credit  hours  per  session  is  a  full  load. 

CHE  431 

Biochemistry 

3 

ECO  211 

Prin  of  Economics  I 

3 

The  College  reserves  the  right  to  cancel  any  courses  for  which  there  is  insufficient  enrollment. 

ENG  232 

American  Literature  II 

3 

HIS  221 

American  History  I 

3 

Fee  Schedule: 

HIS  222 

American  History  II 

3 

$  100  per  semester  hour 

MAT  120 

College  Algebra 

3 

$320  room  and  board 

PSY  320 

Educational  Psychology 

3 

REL112 

New  Testament 

3 

For  more  information,  call  Admissions  at  919-658-2502  or  1-800-653-0854  (NC  only) 

VISCOM  170 

Intro  to  Macintosh  Comp 

3 

or  write.  Mount  Olive  College,  514  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 

1993  Mount  Olive  College  Summer  School  Application 

(First-time  applicants  please  remit  $15.00  application  fee) 

Name   SS#  Phone 

Address 

Day  student  Resident  (Copy  of  immunization  record  required) 

Courses  Needed 

Session  A  Course  #  

Course  #  


Certificate  of  Good  Standing 

Have  your  Dean  or  Registrar  complete  the  following: 

The  above  named  applicant  has  our  permission  to  enroll  in  course(s)   


Dean  or  Registrar  _ 


College   Date 


Camp  Vandemere  Silver  Anniversary 
25  Years  of  Serving  Free  Will  Baptists  and  Christ 
1968-1993 


1993  SUMMER  SCHEDULE 

June  14-18  Women's  Week 

Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  Director  Mrs.  Cathy  Crumpler,  Co-Director  Mrs.  Judy  Kennedy,  Registrar 

Route  2,  Box  187  Route  2,  Box  293-A  Route  2,  Box  224 

Deep  Run,  NC  28525  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  Pink  Hill,  NC  28572 

Phone:(919)  523-9644  Phone:(919)568-3758  Phone:(919)  298-4311 


June  21-25 


July  5-9 


July  12-16 


July  19-23 


July  26-30 


August  9-13 


The  Rev.  Joe  Radcliff,  Director 
Box  487 

Fremont,  NC  27830 
Phone:  (919)  242-5359 

Jason  Modlin,  Director 
Route  1,  Box  188 
Pinetown,  NC  27865 
Phone:  (919)  964-4110 

Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Clark,  Director 
465  Half  Moon  Road 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 
Phone:  (919)  637-5346 

The  Rev.  Tony  Parrish,  Director 
Route  3,  Box  934 
Dunn,  NC  28334 
Phone:  (919)  897-7355 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck,  Director 
108  Hope  Lodge  Street 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 
Phone:  (919)  823-3964 

The  Rev.  David  Vesper,  Director 
1866  Highway  24-East 
Newport,  NC  28570 
Phone:  (919)  726-3051 


The  Rev.  Richard  Holmes,  Co-Director 
Route  2,  Box  1970 
Belhaven,  NC  27810 
Phone:  (919)  964-4402 
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For  applications  contact  director  in  charge  of  desired  week.  For  other  information  contact: 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 
Route  2,  Box  332-D 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28672 
Phone:  (919)  298-5885 

The  camp  has  facilities  for  mobile  campers  and  tents.  Units  are  under  construction  for  family 
groups! 

We  encourage  everyone  to  watch  for  special  events  celebrating  our  Silver  Anniversary  and 
join  with  us  in  this  year  of  special  activities. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SPECIAL  EVENTS 


Seven  weeks  of  camp  for  the  summer  of  1993  (see  Schedule). 
Scheduled  rallies  in  several  locations  within  the  Eastern  Conference. 

Observe  Camp  Vandemere  Day  in  our  churches  on  Sunday,  July  4,  1993.  We  request  special  prayer  for  the 
camp  and  its  Board  of  Directors. 

We  encourage  our  people  to  take  part  in  the  silver  collection  for  the  camp,  letting  individuals,  Sunday  School 
classes,  auxiliaries,  youth  groups,  and  men's  organizations  fill  bags  with  silver  coins  and  present  them  in  a 
special  25th  anniversary  offering  at  the  1993  setting  of  the  Eastern  Conference,  to  be  held  at  Camp  Vandemere  on 
Thursday,  October  21,  1993. 

Each  church  is  encouraged  to  have  a  representative  to  promote  these  events. 

We  encourage  each  church  to  invite  a  representative  of  our  camp  to  visit  you  to  present  our  program. 

The  Camp's  Scripture  Verse: 
"O  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth"  (Psalm  43:3). 
Held  Camp  Vandemere  to  brighten  its  light  and  strengthen  the  truth! 
By  doing  so,  the  camp  can  enlarge  and  expand  its  ministry. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE,  INC. 

It  is  our  happy  privilege  to  invite  our  people  to  Camp  Vandemere.  You  may  wish  to  attend  one  of  the  sched- 
uled weeks;  or,  you  may  want  to  plan  a  weekend  for  a  retreat  for  a  youth  group,  the  whole  church,  or  a  family.  For 
reservations,  contact  Ralph  Sumner,  R.F.D.  2,  Box  332-D,  Pink  Hill,  NC  28572;  or  phone  (919)  298-5885. 

The  fees  for  a  week  at  camp,  during  a  scheduled  week,  is  $60.  Each  director  may  charge  an  activity  fee, 
depending  on  his  or  her  own  plans. 

Meals  are  Breakfast,  $3;  Lunch,  $3.50;  Supper  $4. 

Week  camps  begin  at  10  a.m.  on  Monday  and  close  at  10  a.m.  on  Friday. 

To  sleep  in  the  Family  Lodge,  the  rates  are  $10  per  person  per  night.  We  do  have  mobile  camper  spaces  with 
water  and  electricity  and  dump  station  privileges.  The  rate  is  $8  per  unit. 

Each  camper  is  responsible  for  his  or  her  own  linens,  towels,  pillow,  and  personal  toilet  articles  (no  bikini- 
type  bathing  suits,  please). 

Some  directors  may  wish  to  have  an  off-campus  field  trip.  The  camp  will  not  be  responsible  for  off-campus 
meals. 

The  camp  is  in  need  of  the  prayerful  and  financial  support  of  your  church.  Send  all  donations  to: 

Mrs.  Judy  Kennedy 
Route  2,  Box  224 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28572 


BE  A  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPER! 


April  1993 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

ONE  OF  GOD'S  GIFTS  TO  US 

When  Philip,  the  disciple,  went  to  the  city  of  Samaria  to  preach  the  gospel,  many  of  the 
people  came  to  hear  him.  They  were  amazed  at  what  Philip  said  and  at  the  miracles  he  per- 
formed. Many  with  unclean  spirits  were  healed.  So  were  the  sick  and  the  crippled. 

There  was  one  man  named  Simon  who  in  the  past  used  his  magical  powers  upon  the  peo- 
ple in  Samaria.  The  people  admired  this  man  and  believed  that  he  had  done  great  things 
with  witchcraft.  Even  Simon  himself  began  to  think  of  himself  as  a  great  man.  But  when  the 
people  heard  Philip  preach  about  Christ  and  the  Kingdom  of  God,  they  believed  and  were 
baptized.  Then  Simon  also  believed  and  was  baptized.  He  followed  Philip,  watching  him  per- 
form more  miracles. 

When  the  other  disciples  back  in  Jerusalem  heard  that  the  people  in  Samaria  had  been 
saved,  they  sent  two  more  disciples  to  Samaria— Peter  and  John.  When  Peter  and  John  ar- 
rived, they  prayed  that  the  Holy  Spirit  would  come  into  the  hearts  of  those  people  who  had 
been  baptized.  When  they  laid  their  hands  upon  them,  the  people  received  the  Holy  Spirit. 
When  Simon  saw  this,  he  offered  the  disciples  money  saying,  "Give  me  this  power  so  that 
when  I  lay  my  hands  on  someone,  that  same  person  will  receive  the  Holy  Spirit."  But  Peter 
told  Simon  that  the  gift  of  God  could  not  be  bought  with  money.  He  also  told  him  his  heart 
was  not  right  in  God's  sight  and  that  he  should  repent  of  his  wicked  thoughts. 

Simon  then  told  Peter  to  pray  for  him,  that  no  terrible  thing  would  happen  to  him. 

We  too  must  remember  that  God's  gift  of  salvation  is  just  that— a  gift!  We  cannot  buy  it, 
no  matter  how  much  money  we  might  have.  We  just  need  to  accept  it! 

Unscramble  the  following: 


NSHAKT    EB    NOUT    DGO    RFO  SIH 


KANSUPBELAE  TGFI. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


by  Mary  Dudley 

In  the  March  issue,  in  our  con- 
tinuing discussion  of  Christian 
nurture,  we  looked  at  those  ideals 
which  are  essential  for  growth. 
Success  or  failure  depends  upon 
the  extent  to  which  we  follow 
those  essentials. 

Following  an  in-depth  look  at 
growth  essentials,  any  group 
needs  to  study  the  kind  of  pro- 
gram necessary  for  the  further- 
ance of  that  group.  The  needs  of 
the  individual  members  as  well  as 
the  needs  of  the  group  must  be 
taken  into  account  when  building 
a  program.  Lee  J.  Gable,  in  his 
book  Christian  Nurture  Through 
the  Church,  has  cited  eighteen 
characteristics  necessary  for  an 
effective  Christian  education  pro- 
gram for  the  church. 

1.  It  is  based  upon  a  clearly 
defined  statement  of  purpose 
which  is  consistent  with  the  Chris- 
tian faith. 

2.  It  recognizes  man  as  a  child 
of  God,  who  is  "a  little  lower  than 
the  angels,"  and  also  a  sinful 
creature  who  needs  redemption. 

3.  It  recognizes  the  presence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  His  power  to 
regenerate  men,  and  to  bring 
about  a  progressive  and  con- 
tinuous development  of  Christian 
character. 

4.  The  content  of  the  cur- 
riculum and  the  whole  experience 
of  Christian  education  must  have 
a  sound  theological  grounding  and 
must  be  centered  in  the  gospel 
with  its  promises  and  its 
demands. 

5.  It  relates  the  Christian 
gospel  to  all  of  the  needs  and 
developmental  tasks  of  growing 
individuals. 


6.  It  appeals  to  and  brings 
about  desirable  changes  in  the 
emotional  life  of  the  individual,  as 
well  as  in  his  intellectual  con- 
cepts. 

7.  It  is  aware  of  the  problems 
within  the  life  of  the  community 
and  conscious  of  its  responsibility 
for  community  affairs. 

8.  It  recognizes  the  home  as 
the  basic  agency  for  Christian 
nurture. 

9.  It  provides  guidance  to 
enable  the  home  to  be  a  true 
school  for  Christian  living. 

10.  It  supplements  the  teaching 
of  the  home  through  the  church's 
teaching  agencies,  recognizing 
sound  principles  of  grading  and 
grouping. 

11.  It  reaches  every  individual 
and  group  within  the  congrega- 
tion. 

12.  It  has  an  effective  outreach 
to  those  outside  the  Christian 
church. 

13.  It  utilizes  sound  educational 
principles  and  procedures. 

14.  It  avails  itself  of  all 
resources  that  can  contribute  to 
Christian  growth,  particularly  the 
Bible,  devotional  materials,  art, 
the  history  of  the  Christian 
church. 

15.  It  gives  opportunity  through 
programs,  projects,  and  the  other 
means  for  developing  attitudes, 
acts,  and  habits  that  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  Spirit  and 
teachings  of  Christ. 

16.  It  discovers  and  uses  com- 
munity resources. 

17.  It  co-operates  with  other 
character-building  agencies  of  the 
community,  and  with  denomina- 
tional and  interdenominational 
church  agencies. 

18.  It  promotes  Christian 
fellowship  in  the  deepest  sense  of 
that  term.1 

Regardless  as  to  the  number  of 
characteristics  which  are  fol- 
lowed, any  Christian  education 
program  must  include  the  follow- 
ing elements. 

Instruction  must  be  based  upon  a 
process  of  helping  persons  learn 
to  the  fullest  extent. 


Worship  is  vital  in  bringing  people 
together  as  they  reach  the  highest 
form  of  praise. 

Participation  in  improving  the 
society  in  which  we  find  ourselves 
is  the  effect  of  our  worship  and 
adoration  of  God. 

Fellowship  is  essential  to  meeting 
the  needs  of  people  active  in 
Christian  growth  through  the  wor- 
shiping community.2 

Once  the  program  of  Christian 
nurture  has  been  established,  ob- 
jectives must  be  determined  and 
be  consistent  with  the  purpose  of 
the  Church.  Materials  should  be 
carefully  selected  so  as  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  students  involved. 
Teaching  techniques,  designed  to 
match  the  varying  learning 
styles,  must  be  used.  Whenever 
feasible,  the  talents  of  the  total 
church  group  can  be  used  as 
resources  to  enhance  program 
topics.  Above  all,  a  family  at- 
mosphere should  permeate  the 
organization. 

Furthermore,  any  Christian 
education  program  must  keep  in 
mind  our  ever-increasing  popula- 
tion, accompanied  by  its  many 
needs.  We  should  be  realistic  as  to 
"why  people  do  the  things  they 
do"  as  we  strive  to  analyze  atten- 
dance. We  need  not  fear  trial  and 
error  for  what  works  in  one  place 
might  not  work  in  another.  What 
appeals  to  one  person  might  not 
appeal  to  someone  else.  Diversity 
can  but  does  not  have  to  create 
problems.  There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  being  different.  That  is  what 
makes  God's  creations  special. 

1.  Gable,  Lee  J.,  Christian  Nurture  Through 
the  Church,  National  Council  of 
Churches,  New  York,  1955,  pp.  39-40. 

2.  pp.  41-48. 

ACTIVITIES 

1.  Make  a  mural  depicting  the 
events  surrounding  the  trial, 
Crucifixion,  and  Resurrection  of 
Jesus. 

2.  Ask  the  seamstress  in  the 
church  to  make  hand  puppets  for 
the  children  to  use. 

3.  Ask  the  local  druggist  for 
some  empty  capsules.  Print  Bible 
verses  on  small  strips  of  paper, 

(Continued  on  Page  32) 
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THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 

Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 
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donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 
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by  Dr.  Kay 

Mean,  old  ladies  lived  down  the  block  from  me. 
As  children,  my  friends  and  I  were  sure  they  hated 
little  kids,  and  we  avoided  them  like  the  plague.  As  I 
grew  by  inches,  my  concept  of  their  meanness  grew 
by  feet. 

Then  one  day  my  fear  was  overcome  by  my 
desire  to  sell  my  quota  of  Campfire  Girl  candy,  so  I 
knocked  on  their  doors.  How  surprised  I  was  when 
they  each  bought  a  can  of  candy  even  though  they 
explained  that  they  didn't  like  candy  but  wanted  to 
help  the  neighborhood  children! 
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Kuzma 

I  don't  know  how  I  ever  picked  up  a  wrong  im- 
pression of  those  ladies,  but  it  almost  caused  me  to 
miss  the  benefits  of  their  friendship. 

It's  sad,  but  too  often  the  same  thing  happens 
with  our  perception  of  God.  The  childhood  picture 
that  is  painted  for  us  is  often  so  faulty  that  we  avoid 
getting  to  know  Him. 

When  you  were  young,  what  did  you  think  God 
was  like?  Like  your  dad?  Your  mom?  A  favorite  un- 
cle? How  did  you  picture  Him  in  your  mind?  Was  He 
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old  or  young?  Rich  or  poor?  Big  or  little?  Black  or 
white?  Bearded  or  shaven?  Hairy  or  bald? 

If  it  were  in  my  power  to  paint  a  picture  of  God 
in  my  children's  minds,  I  would  want  to  stay  away 
from  the  Sistine  Chapel  God  whose  stern,  judgmen- 
tal face  sends  chills  even  through  my  adult  heart.  I 
want  my  children  to  see  God  as  the  Good  Shepherd 
looking  for  and  loving  His  lost  sheep.  I  want  them  to 
see  Him  as  Jesus  who  said  to  the  children,  "Come  to 
me."  I  want  them  to  see  a  loving,  understanding, 
considerate,  forgiving,  patient,  heavenly  Daddy. 

But  wait  a  minute.  Where  do  children  get  their 
first  impressions  of  God?  You're  right— from  their 
parents!  From  your  life— and  from  mine. 

In  a  study  of  more  than  10,000  children  in  the  5th 
through  9th  grades  it  was  found  that  kids'  perception 
of  God  (religion)  correlated  with  certain  behaviors 
(Merton  P.  Strommen  and  A.  Irene  Strommen.  Five 
Cries  of  Parents  [San  Francisco:  Harper  and  Row, 
1985]). 

If  children  saw  God  as  a  liberating  God  who  ac- 
cepts them  just  as  they  are  and  gives  them  the  gift  of 
salvation,  this  correlated  positively  with  high  self- 
esteem,  moral  internalization,  acceptance  of  tradi- 
tional standards,  achievement  motivation,  a 
positive  attitude  toward  the  church,  and  prosocial 
behavior.  These  are  attitudes  and  behaviors  that 
parents  want  their  children  to  have. 

If  children  saw  God,  or  religion,  as  restrictive, 
as  stressing  limits,  controls,  guidelines,  and 
discipline,  this  view  correlated  with  low  self-esteem, 
sexism  and  racial  prejudice,  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse,  and  antisocial  behavior. 

How  can  you  paint  a  correct  picture  of  God's 
character  for  your  children? 

1.  Live  a  Christlike  life.  When  you  err,  point  out 
that  God  isn't  like  you;  God  is  always  loving  and 
kind. 

2.  Let  your  children  know  that  God  is  your  best 
friend.  You  talk  to  Him  and  you  talk  about  Him. 

3.  Carefully  select  the  Bible  stories  you  tell  your 
children,  especially  when  they  are  young.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  understand  God's  actions  in  some  of  the  Bi- 
ble stories  that  are  recorded.  Until  your  child  is  old 
enough  to  realize  that  people  choose  the  conse- 
quences that  come  to  them,  he  or  she  could  get  a 
distorted  picture  of  God  who  did  nothing  but  kill  peo- 
ple with  the  flood,  destroy  Sodom  with  fire,  open  the 
earth  that  swallowed  Korah  and  his  family,  and  turn 
Lot's  wife  into  salt! 

4.  Never  threaten  your  children  by  saying  God 
won't  like  them  if  they  are  bad,  or  that  an  angel  is 
always  watching  children,  writing  down  all  the  bad 
things  that  are  done. 

It's  important  that  a  child  feels  God  loves  him  or 
her  unconditionally,  when  the  child  is  bad  as  well  as 
when  the  child  is  good.  If  not,  when  the  child  makes 
mistakes,  instead  of  turning  to  God,  he  or  she  will 

May  1993 


often  turn  away,  feeling  that  God  couldn't  possibly 
love  someone  who  messes  up. 

5.  Avoid  unreasonable  restrictions  and  rigid 
patterns  of  behavior  that  disregard  children's  needs 
and  wholesome  interests.  One  example  is  not  allow- 
ing little  girls  to  wear  slacks,  or  forbidding  a  child  to 
date  until  age  eighteen.  If  you  find  your  child  fearing 
you  or  trying  to  avoid  you,  perhaps  you  should  talk 
with  someone  who  can  help  you  understand  what  is 
causing  those  feelings.  If  your  child  has  such  feel- 
ings toward  you,  the  chances  are  the  feelings  will  be 
transferred  to  God. 

6.  Introduce  your  children  to  people  who  live  the 
love  of  God.  Godly  people  do  have  an  effect  on 
children,  and  it  may  be  that  the  children's  strongest 
and  clearest  picture  of  God,  above  and  beyond  their 
parents'  example  and  artists'  portraits,  will  come 
from  godly  associates  of  all  ages. 

Take  advantage  of  missionaries  and  other 
mature  Christian  speakers  who  come  to  your  church 
by  offering  a  meal  or  housing  so  your  kids  can  get  to 
know  these  people. 

7.  Help  your  children  feel  that  Jesus  is  their  best 
friend — an  older  brother.  God,  the  Father,  may 
seem  distant  to  a  child,  but  even  toddlers  can  feel 
close  to  a  Jesus  who  was  born  in  a  manger  and  grew 
up  as  a  child.  Let  Jesus  come  naturally  into  your 
daily  conversation.  For  example,  as  you  are  bathing 
your  baby,  you  can  say,  "Jesus  made  five  fingers  on 
your  hand." 

8.  Teach  your  children  to  be  open  to  the  Holy 
Spirit's  influence.  It's  quite  easy  to  teach  children 
about  God  and  Jesus  through  the  Bible  and  by  point- 
ing out  godly  traits  in  friends  and  relatives.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  to  teach  a  child  to  know  God 
through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Spirit  is 
more  abstract,  speaking  to  each  of  us  through  prov- 
idential daily  experiences,  through  our  meditation, 
and  through  prayer. 

Speaking  children  should  be  led  to  understand 
that  God's  Spirit  can  speak  most  clearly  to  their 
minds  when  their  lives  are  in  harmony  with  their 
parents  and  with  God— when  they  have  nothing  to 
hide.  Indeed,  when  children  feel  good  about 
themselves  and  about  their  behavior  (when  they  are 
living  a  Spirit-filled  life),  they  are  eager  to  learn 
more  about  God. 

A  child's  relationship  with  God  will  ultimately 
determine  his  or  her  character.  Make  sure  you  do  all 
you  can  to  help  your  child  build  an  accurate  view  of 
God  that  will  lead  to  a  friendship  with  Him. 

Dr.  Kay  Kuzma  is  a  child  development  specialist  and  author  of  more 
than  a  dozen  books  on  parenting,  including  Building  Your  Child's 
Character  From  the  Inside  Out.  This  excerpt  is  from  Helping  Your 
Child  Stand  Up  to  Peer  Pressure  from  the  Helping  Families  Grow 
series  (LIFEJOURNEY  Books,  an  imprint  of  David  C.  Cook 
Publishing  Co.) 

Article  offered  free  by  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.,  850  North 
Grove  Avenue,  Elgin  IL  60120. 
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MAMA  CONTINUES  TO 
LIVE  IN  MY  MEMORY 

by  the  Rev.  Walter  J.  Sutton 


This  paper  is  the  first  of  two  that  I  plan  to  write.  The  second  will 
focus  upon  Daddy,  Walter  LeRoy  Sutton,  and  the  long  shadow  of  in- 
fluence he  cast  upon  my  life.  I  hope  to  have  it  completed  by 
Father's  Day  of  this  year. 

At  the  time  of  my  birth,  Daddy  and  Mama  were 
living  on  the  Mosley  farm  in  Lenoir  County,  located 
on  Highway  58  about  ten  miles  from  Snow  Hill.  They 
worked  as  tenant  farmers  and  day  laborers  for  25 
and  50  cents  per  day.  It  was  Sunday,  May  22,  1932,  in 
a  small  three-room  house  amid  lowly  surrounding 
that  Mama,  with  the  help  of  God  and  her  attending 
physician  from  Kinston,  gave  birth  to  her  second 
son.  Mama's  first  son,  Roy  Lee,  departed  in  infancy 
a  year  or  more  earlier.  Mama  wanted  my  middle 
name  to  be  "Junior."  Daddy  said  to  the  doctor, 
"We'll  call  him  Walter  Junior."  From  "Junior" 
evolved  my  nickname:  "Junebug."  In  the  suc- 
ceeding 8  or  10  years,  Mama  gave  birth  to  my 
younger  brother,  Robert,  and  three  sisters,  Patty, 
Myrna,  and  Sudie  Marie.  According  to  Bible 
chronology,  I  was  born  5,906  years  after  the  creation 
of  Adam  and  1,996  years  after  the  birth  of  Jesus. 

Mama  departed  this  life  in  the  spring  of  1979. 
Cancer  captured  her  body.  There  was  no  medical 
technology  that  could  perfect  her  cure.  So  God,  in 
His  infinite  wisdom  and  mercy,  received  her  into  His 
presence.  Since  that  parting  experience,  I  have 
missed  her  presence  greatly.  I  have  not  wished  for 
her  to  be  here  in  the  lowland  of  sorrow.  Instead,  I 
have  resolved  to  chronicle  her  life  in  my  memory. 
She  was  my  mama.  I  owe  her  an  unforgettable  place 
there.  These  lines  that  I  am  writing  in  the  early 
hours  of  morning  darkness  are  a  feeble  effort 
guaranteeing  to  myself  she  will  not  be  forgotten. 

Most  everything  in  this  world  comes  in  twos, 
threes,  fours,  half  dozens,  and  dozens.  It  is  not  so 
with  mothers.  In  all  the  wide  world,  we  have  only 
one  mother.  God  gave  me  one  mama.  When  God  took 
the  rib  from  Adam's  side  and  created  Eve,  He  in- 
vested in  her  many  wonderful  and  unique 
possibilities.  When  Adam  woke  from  his  sleep,  he 
recognized  her  to  be  bone  of  his  bones  and  flesh  of  his 
flesh.  She  was  a  woman  to  be  loved.  She  was  the 
crown  jewel  of  human  creation.  She  was  of  the 
earth— earthly.  She  was  human  to  the  last  whit.  In- 
vested in  her  was  the  cradle  of  humanity.  Her  hands 
possessed  the  power  to  shape  humanity  in  each  suc- 
ceeding generation. 

Mama  was  all  this  and  more  to  me.  She  rocked 
me  in  my  cradle.  She  held  me  in  her  arms  and 
nursed  me  from  her  breasts.  She  chewed  my  food  to 
help  me  learn  to  eat.  She  helped  me  learn  to  walk,  tie 


my  shoes,  and  comb  my  hair.  When  taking  my  bath, 
she  made  sure  I  used  plenty  of  soap.  Her  approval 
was  given  only  after  she  had  checked  behind  my 
ears  and  around  my  neck.  She  was  all  I've  ever 
needed  in  infancy  and  adulthood.  I  have  no  right  to 
expect  more  from  her.  I  loved  her  because  of  who 
she  was  and  who  she  will  always  be— my  mama. 

Mama  was  a  beautiful  woman.  I  carry  daily  in 
my  pocket  her  picture  taken  at  school  a  short  while 
before  she  and  Daddy  slipped  away  after  a  revival 
meeting  to  a  distant  place  to  be  joined  together  in 
marriage  by,  as  Mama  said,  "a  little  boney" 
Methodist  preacher."  That  picture  reflects  her 
youthful  beauty.  Daddy  first  recognized  that  beauty. 
He  said  he  was  both  proud  and  happy  when  she 
agreed  to  be  his  wife.  During  their  years  together, 
Daddy  proved  his  love  and  devotion  to  Mama  in 
many  ways.  He  was  a  good  provider  and  was  loyal  to 
their  marriage  covenant. 

Mama's  beauty  was  natural.  It  never  seemed  to 
fade  or  become  diminished  with  age.  She  always 
combed  and  fixed  her  own  hair.  Her  only  cosmetics 
were  a  little  rudge  and  powder  for  her  cheeks  and 
face.  She  took  no  pride  in  jewelry  of  any  sort.  She 
never  wore  a  watch.  Her  dress  was  modest  and 
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neat— and  always  protective.  Sometimes  when  at- 
tending church  or  family  gatherings,  she  would  posi- 
tion a  little  pin  near  the  neckline  of  her  dress.  She 
was  easy  to  look  upon.  Friends  were  always  com- 
fortable when  in  her  presence.  She  was  easy  to  work 
with  and  to  get  along  with  because  she  had  a  yielding 
spirit.  She  would  not  argue  or  unduly  find  fault  with 
another.  She  loved  peace,  unity,  and  cooperation. 

I'm  glad  Mama  found  and  experienced  a  portion 
of  happiness  while  here  on  earth.  The  sparkle  in  her 
eyes  reflected  her  love  of  life  and  family.  Her  smile 
silently  showed  the  joy  and  happiness  she  found.  She 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  allowed  her  love  to  waffle 
or  withdraw.  It  was  one  continuous  vigil— as  long  as 
any  day,  week,  month,  or  year.  She  made  me  know 
her  love  was  real,  as  real  as  the  skin  on  her  hands. 

Her  hands  prepared  many  birthday  cakes  with 
lighted  candles.  She  wrapped  many  birthday  gifts, 
prepared  Easter  baskets,  and  valentines.  Her  table 
at  Thanksgiving,  Easter,  and  Christmas  was  filled 
with  an  abundance  of  meat,  pies,  and  cakes.  The 
greatest  joy  I  think  could  be  mine  today  is  if  I  could 
place  myself  at  her  table  set  with  food  prepared  with 
her  gifted  hands. 

Mama's  hands  knew  the  tiredness  of  work  in  the 
house  and  in  the  field.  She  ate  her  food  amid  the 
sweat  that  flowed  from  her  forehead.  She  slept  each 
night  resting  from  a  day  of  working,  ironing,  and 
folding  clothes  to  face  a  long  day  of  work  in  the  field. 
She  helped  Daddy  lift  those  200  pound  bags  of  fer- 
tilizer (she  called  it  "guano")  and  with  her  hands 
she  dropped  some  beside  each  plant.  I  remember 
hearing  her  say  many  times,  "A  man  works  from 
sun  to  sun  but  a  woman's  work  is  never  done."  At 
times,  she  would  boast  to  Daddy  saying,  "I  can  stay 
beside  you  working  all  day."  Daddy  would  laugh  and 
say,  "Now,  Sudie  Mae,  I  can  leave  resting  in  the 
shade  of  a  tree  anytime." 

As  far  back  as  I  can  remember,  Mama  always 
had  a  desire  to  identify  with  the  church.  My  first 
knowledge  of  church  attendance  was  in  a  tobacco 
packhouse  made  available  by  Mr.  Frank  Jones,  who 
lived  on  Highway  58  about  half  the  distance  between 
Kinston  and  Snow  Hill.  Brother  Clifton  Rice  con- 
ducted revival  services  there.  I  was  a  student  at 
Hookerton  Elementary  School.  Upon  Daddy 
relocating  the  family  closer  to  Snow  Hill,  we  were  in- 
vited to  attend  Sunday  School  at  Rainbow  Methodist 
Church.  On  Sundays  when  the  family  visited  with 
Mama's  parents,  who  lived  near  Maury,  NC,  we 
would  attend  Sunday  School  at  Grimsley  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church. 

Daddy  and  Mama  were  farm  people.  It  was  the 
only  way  of  life  they  knew.  They  lived  close  to  the 
earth.  Consequently,  they  always  wanted  a  home 
and  land  of  their  own.  In  the  fall  of  1944,  they  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  used  their  savings  as  a  down  pay- 
ment. They  were  given  five  years  to  pay  the  balance. 
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The  farm  was  located  in  Greene  County,  near  Lewis' 
Store,  which  is  about  five  miles  from  Farmville. 

I've  always  remembered  the  day  we  moved 
there.  Daddy  geared  his  two  mules,  Mary  and  Annie, 
to  his  wagon  loaded  with  furniture  and  placed  a  pair 
of  leather  lines  in  my  hands.  He  walked  to  the  heads 
of  the  mules  and  said, '  'Take  the  wagon  and  Junebug 
to  our  new  home."  It  was  a  beautiful  November  day. 
The  sun  was  bright,  but  it  was  very  cold.  From  mid- 
morning  till  late  afternoon,  those  mules  kept  walk- 
ing and  the  wheels  of  that  wagon  kept  turning  until 
we  reached  home.  When  I  jumped  down  off  the 
wagon,  Mama  was  the  first  to  greet  me.  She  had 
anxiously  awaited  my  arrival.  She  wanted  her  cook 
stove  set  up.  She  wanted  to  prepare  her  supper. 

Mama  was  never  able  to  cope  with  in- 
debtedness. She  worried  about  the  possibility  of 
failure  and  loss.  Living  through  the  depression  years 
of  the  1930s  made  her  fearful  of  losing  what  she  and 
Daddy  had  worked  to  possess.  She  was  never 
satisfied  until  two  years  later  they  came  from  Snow 
Hill  with  the  mortgage  on  the  farm  paid  and  a  clear 
deed  in  their  hands. 

It  was  here  the  family  began  to  put  down  Free 
Will  Baptist  roots  centered  in  Friendship  Church. 
Daddy  and  Mama  were  granted  membership. 
Mama  loved  the  church  and  the  people  who  wor- 
shiped there.  She  loved  those  Saturday  morning 
Quarterly  Meetings,  afternoon  Bible  study  ac- 
tivities, revival  evenings,  and  Homecoming  day  in 
the  spring  of  each  year.  She  thrilled  when  the 
minister  would  consent  to  grace  her  home  for  Sun- 
day dinner  or  supper  during  revival  time.  She  made 
the  greatest  preparations  to  assure  his  comfort  and 
welcome. 

Mama  was  not  a  leader.  She  never  held  an  office 
in  the  church.  She  seemed  content  to  identify  with 
those  who  follow.  She  joined  the  Ladies  Aid  Society 
and  attended  the  monthly  meetings.  On  occasion, 
she  might  attend  the  P.T.A.  at  school  in  the  interests 
of  her  children. 

I'm  not  sure  if  Mama  ever  acquired  a  driver's 
license.  I  vaguely  remember  her  driving  at  all.  Dad- 
dy always  said,  "She  don't  know  how  to  get  the  truck 
to  go;  and  when  she  does  get  it  going,  she  doesn't 
know  how  to  stop! "  For  the  most  part,  she  depended 
upon  Daddy  to  take  her  where  she  needed  to  go. 

Mama  rarely,  if  ever,  exercised  her  right  to 
vote.  She  did  not  like  President  Hoover.  She  liked 
President  Roosevelt,  but  not  his  wife  Eleanor.  She 
had  kind  words  to  say  about  President  Truman,  but 
she  spoke  harshly  about  his  daughter  Margaret  and 
her  style  of  music.  Needless  to  say,  Mama,  like  Dad- 
dy, was  a  Democrat— in  life  and  death. 

When  times  were  difficult,  Mama  always  had 
some  money.  She  had  ways  of  hiding  and  keep- 
ing it  to  this  day  I  have  never  learned.  She 
saved  her  money  for  a  purpose.  She  enjoyed  going  to 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Farmville,  Greenville,  and  Kinston  when  the  mer- 
chants promoted  "Sales  Days,"  "Dollar  Days," 
"Birthday  Sales,"  "Farmer's  Days,"  and 
"Christmas  Parades."  She  took  great  pride  in  the 
articles  she  purchased  at  a  reduced  price.  It  was  not 
cumbersome  to  her  at  all  to  stand  in  line  in  order  to 
be  the  first  person  to  enter  when  the  doors  to  the 
store  were  opened. 

Mama  spent  a  lot  of  time  and  energy  preparing 
for  her  annual  Christmas  Eve  meal  and  Christmas 
tree  celebration.  She  set  her  table  and  she  expected 
each  family  member  to  comply.  When  her  table  was 
set,  it  was  first  sanctified  with  prayer.  When  the 
meal  was  completed,  she  called  attention  to  her  gifts 
she  had  for  each  person.  No  gifts  were  presented  un- 
til she  first  knelt  upon  her  knees  and  gave  thanks  to 
God  for  her  salvation  and  the  blessings  she  had 
received  during  the  past  year.  The  rattle  of  paper, 
breaking  ribbons,  and  opening  boxes  made  us  all 
realize  that  we  were  experiencing  Mama's 
Christmas  the  way  she  planned  it.  Her  prayers  have 
left  an  indelible  mark  upon  me.  I  hope  that  my 
prayers  are  as  genuine  in  spirit  and  as  filled  with 
love  for  God  and  family  as  hers  were  each 
Christmas  Eve  evening. 

Mama  knew  no  joy  of  academic  attainment.  Her 
educational  opportunities  were  limited.  She  never 
walked  down  the  hallway  of  any  college  or  sat 
reading  a  book  in  the  reading  room  of  a  college 
library.  These  joys  and  attainments  she  wished  for 
her  children  and  grandchildren.  But  Mama  was  not 
ignorant  by  any  stretch  of  the  imagination.  She 
possessed  superior  common  knowledge.  Her  power 
of  comprehension  and  communication  was  more 
than  sufficient  to  lead  her  into  successful  living. 

Mama  knew  how  to  live  with  purpose.  She  was 
never  in  conflict  with  civil  or  ecclesiastical  law.  She 
knew  how  to  put  the  right  values  on  the  right  things. 
Her  morals  and  self-discipline  left  nothing  to  be 
desired.  Her  ability  to  read,  write,  and  communicate 
her  thoughts  to  others  were  not  tainted  with  coarse 
and  abusive  words  we  hear  today.  She  could 
distinguish  keenly  between  right  and  wrong.  She 
understood  the  dangers  of  keeping  company  with 
evil  people  in  evil  places.  She  knew  it  was  easier  to 
do  wrong  than  to  do  right  and  that  bad  company 
would  corrupt  a  well-mannered  person.  Mama  knew 
how  to  correct  and  discipline  her  children  without 
abusing  them.  Believe  me,  obedience  was  more 
blessed  and  easier  to  live  with  than  the  conse- 
quences of  her  discipline.  The  line  between 
discipline  and  abuse  is  love.  Her  discipline  was 
tempered  with  love  and  it  was  always  administered 
in  the  beauty  of  obedience. 

Mama  pursued  the  more  excellent  habits  of  life. 
She  never  drank  wiskey,  played  gambling  cards,  or 
used  tobacco  in  any  form.  She  believed  cleanliness 
was  next  to  godliness.  Often  I  heard  her  say,  "A  good 
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name  is  better  to  choose  than  great  riches."  Today  I 
understand   more   perfectly   what   she  meant. 
"Character  is  easier  to  keep  and  cultivate  than  it  is 
to  recover  after  it  has  been  thrown  away  at  some 
empty  irresponsible  moment  of  time." 

Mama  loved  music  if  it  had  harmony  and 
melody.  I  don't  remember  hearing  her  sing  very 
often.  She  hummed  a  lot,  although  I  don't  know  what 
she  hummed. 

She  talked  about  "The  Death  of  Floyd  Collins" 
and  "Put  Me  in  Your  Pocket,"  songs  dating  back  to 
the  1930s.  She  loved  to  hear  her  daughters  sing 
together.  She  often  requested  Mrs.  Willie  Cox  to  sing 
"I'll  Take  Jesus  First  of  All."  She  liked  to  hear  Mrs. 
Irene  Black  sing  "In  the  Garden." 

Mama's  life  was  not  without  its  times  of  sorrow. 
One  day  she  and  Daddy  returned  home  from  Farm- 
ville. It  was  evident  she  had  been  crying.  Dr.  John 
Mewbern,  our  family  doctor,  had  told  her  she  would 
have  to  undergo  surgery  in  the  hospital  in  Green- 
ville. She  didn't  want  to  be  gone  from  home  and  she 
didn't  want  to  have  surgery.  Dr.  Mewbern  assured 
her  the  surgery  was  necessary  for  her  health.  She 
stayed  there  for  two  weeks.  It  was  a  glad  day  for  us 
all  when  Daddy  brought  her  home  partially 
recovered.  Home  became  home  again  because 
Mama  was  there. 

Mama  was  one  of  thirteen  children  born  to 
Alfred  and  Rebecca  Tripp.  Sorrow  pierced  her  soul 
one  day  when  she  received  word  her  daddy  had  died 
during  the  night.  Years  later,  she  stood  by  the  casket 
that  held  her  mother  as  it  was  lowered  beside  her 
daddy's  resting  place.  Mama  is  survived  today  by 
three  sisters:  Verna,  Velma,  and  Hazel.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  two  brothers:  James  and  Carlton,  who 
served  with  distinction  and  honor  in  the  Army  and 
Marine  Corps  respectively  during  the  Second  World 
War.  Mama's  youngest  son,  Robert,  served  during 
the  Korean  Conflict  in  the  early  1950s.  I  think  Mama 
took  silent  pride  in  the  fact  that  two  of  her  brothers 
and  one  of  her  sons  served  these  tours  of  national  du- 
ty for  her  country. 

Today,  Mama's  earthy  remains  rest  beside  the 
man  she  loved  and  lived  with  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  Walter  L.  Sutton.  Let  peace  reign  where  they 
lay.  Amen. 

I  close  this  paper  with  the  words  of  a  song  Eddy 
Arnold  sang  and  recorded  many  years  ago: 

You  are  a  wonderful  mother, 

Dear  ole  mother  of  mine, 

You'll  hold  a  place  down  deep  in  my  heart 

Till  the  stars  no  longer  shine. 

Your  soul  will  live  on  forever, 

On  till  th.e  end  of  time. 

For  there  will  never  be  another  to  me 

Like  that  wonderful  mother  of  mine. 

Yes,  I've  known  a  lady  since  I  was  a  baby  who 
has  meant  the  world  to  me.  Mama  is  this  lady  and 
she  will  live  in  my  memory  forever. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


GETHSEMANE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Tuscarora,  NC 


Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 


The  Rev.  Lonnie  Mann  welcomed  the  people  to 
the  March  28  worship  service  at  Gethsemane  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church:  the  Sunday  of  L.  H.  Wether- 
ington's  tribute  to  the  church  where  he  made  his 
childhood  profession  of  faith  to  Jesus. 

A  celebrative  spirit  filled  the  sanctuary  as  all 
stood  to  sing  "Praise  Him!  Praise  Him! "  Jubilantly 
everyone  sang: 
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Praise  Him!  praise  Him! 

Jesus,  our  blessed  Redeemer! 

Sing,  O  Earth,  His  wonderful  love  proclaim! 

Hail  Him!  hail  Him! 

Highest  archangels  in  glory; 

Strength  and  honor  give  to  His  holy  name! 

Like  a  shepherd 

Jesus  will  guard  His  children, 

In  His  arms 

He  carries  them  all  day  long: 
Praise  Him!  praise  Him! 
Ever  in  joyful  song! 

Page) 
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After  the  joyful  hymn,  Mr.  Mann  announced  that 
he  would  fix  chili  for  the  ladies  at  the  quilting  on 
Saturday  morning.  His  wife,  Janice  Mann,  quickly 
added,  "He  doesn't  cook  anything  else,  but  he  does  a 
good  job  with  the  chili! " 

Everyone  laughed. 

It  was  good  to  be  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

Mr.  Mann  encouraged  everyone  to  remember 
those  on  the  prayer  list,  those  alone  at  home. 
"Prayer,"  he  stressed,  "is  an  integral  part  of  the  life 
of  the  church.  Let  us  pray  that  God  will  strengthen 
Brother  Luke.  He's  in  need  of  renewed  strength." 

Brother  Luke  added,  "We  just  need  to  pray  one 
for  another. ' ' 

"We  need  to  pray  for  America,"  said  Mr.  Mann. 
"We  need  to  pray  for  God  to  turn  America  around 
and  to  make  it  a  Christian  nation." 

The  congregation  stood  to  sing  "In  the  Garden" : 

I  come  to  the  garden  alone, 

While  the  dew  is  still  on  the  roses; 

And  the  voice  I  hear, 

Falling  on  my  ear, 

The  Son  of  God  discloses. 

And  He  walks  with  me,  and 

He  talks  with  me, 

And  He  tells  me  I  am  His  own; 

And  the  joy  we  share 

As  we  tarry  there 

None  other  has  ever  known. 

Pianist  Doris  Murphy  was  in  full  form  this  L.  H. 
Wetherington  Homecoming  Day.  Teresa  Heath, 
music  director,  pulled  the  music  out  of  the  congrega- 
tion so  that  this  85-member  Free  Will  Baptist  church 
came  to  life,  revealing  the  joy  of  Christian 
fellowship. 

Pam  Gaskins,  youth  director;  Cindy  Jones,  the 
Ambassadors  for  Christ  leader ;  work  with  the  young 
people,  while  Charlene  German tonio  serves  as 
Cherubs  leader.  Bill  Cook  is  also  a  music  director, 
while  Bonnie  May  is  the  assistant  pianist,  and  Julie 
Wetherington  is  youth  pianist.  Bobbie  Brinson  is  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendent. 

The  Youth  Choir  came  to  the  front  to  sing  a 
special  song: 

Deep  and  wide 
Deep  and  wide 
There's  a  fountain  flowing 
Deep  and  wide. 

Everyone  applauded.  The  eight  young  people 
smiled  as  they  walked  down  the  aisle  to  sit  with  their 
parents.  This  was  a  family  day  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  This  was  a  day  L.  H.  had  come  home  to  tell  his 
kinfolks  how  much  he  loved  them.  L.  H.  was  not  sure 
he  was  going  to  live ;  his  heartbeat  had  reached  267 
times  a  minute  with  his  blood  pressure  260  over  150. 
He  had  said  earlier  that  morning,  "I  don't  have 
strokes.  The  Lord  protects,"  he  declared. 


The  ushers  came  forward  to  receive  God's  tithe 
and  our  offerings.  One  deacon  prayed,  "May  we  give 
back  a  little  portion  of  your  love,  Lord.  We  just  can't 
give  as  much  back  as  you've  given  us." 

The  10-member  choir  enthusiastically  sang 
"Jesus  Saves." 

We  have  heard  the  joyful  sound- 
Jesus  saves!  Jesus  saves! 
Spread  the  tidings  all  around— 
Jesus  saves!  Jesus  saves! 
Bear  the  news  to  ev'ry  land, 
Climb  the  steeps  and  cross  the  waves; 
Onward!  'tis  our  Lord's  command — 
Jesus  saves!  Jesus  saves! 

WE  ARE  NOT  IN  CHARGE:  GOD  IS 

' ' Luke ' s  heart  ( physical  heart,  that  is )  started  a 
rapid  heartbeat  this  past  week  which  landed  him  in 
the  hospital  for  tests,  evaluations,  new  medicine," 
said  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Press.  "For  more  than  seven  days,  he 
felt  he  was  hovering  between  life  and  death.  New 
meditation  and  a  new  day  today  is  his.  Luke  wants 
to  rejoice  at  his  childhood  church,"  she  added. 

"Two  weeks  ago,  nature  had  its  own  rapid  heart- 
beat as  the  winds,  rain,  and  tornado-like  twists 
pounded  the  east  coast  for  twenty  hours.  Nature 
seemed  powerful,  overwhelming,  as  if  to  remind  us 
of  one  harsh  reality :  We  are  not  in  charge.  God  is. 

"Luke  called  me  after  the  storm  and  said  to  me 
over  the  phone,  "We  need  to  go  to  Tuscarora  soon.  I 
don't  know  how  long  I've  got  left  to  live.  I'm  not 
afraid  to  die,  but  I  want  to  go  to  my  childhood 
church,  feed  all  the  people,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  I 
want  you  there." 

"I'm  here,"  she  said. 

"One  reality  Luke  has  taught  me:  /  am  not  in 
charge.  God  is. 

"Luke's  urgency  whisked  through  telephone 
wires.  We  don't  have  forever.  There  is  a  time  to 
make  peace,  to  tell  the  people  you  love  that  you  love 
them,  to  give  the  people  you  care  about  a  gift  which 
only  you  can  give,  to  forgive  the  people  who  dislike 
you,  hurt  you,  resent  you,  and  to  forgive  yourself. 

"Luke  wants  to  do  all  of  this  today.  He  wants  to 
tell  everyone  here  how  much  the  Lord  has  done  for 
him  and  through  him  in  his  life.  People  is  what 
Christianity  is  all  about!  People!  We  must  reach 
people!  said  Luke  over  Bell's  invention,  his  voice  in 
a  crescendo. 

"Luke  has  been  reaching  people.  He  has  come  to 
my  classes  on  the  main  campus  and  at  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base.  My  students  have  written 
him  letters.  Many  have  been  touched  by  his  un- 
daunted faith,  his  exuberant  energy,  his  loving 
words.  One  girl  in  my  night  class  had  been  suffering 
from  marital  discord;  and  after  Luke  talked  about 
his  life  story  from  his  book,  the  girl  told  me  later,  He 
renewed  my  faith.  I  needed  to  hear  him  that  night. 
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"We  are  not  in  charge,  God  is! 

"The  actual  development  of  the  Mount  Olive 
College  Press  is  a  bit  of  a  miracle.  Established  by 
the  MOC  Board  of  Trustees  in  May  1990,  to  date  the 
MOC  Press  has  published  19  publications.  This  has 
not  been  without  some  resistance.  For  example, 
some  of  you  here  this  morning  may  wonder  why  the 
MOC  Press  published  Luke's  story  and  not  Lonnie 
Mann's  story  or  a  history  of  the  FWB  denomination. 
Why  Luke  Wetherington?  What  does  Luke  Wether- 
ington's  life  have  to  do  with  the  FWB  denomination 
or  its  College  for  that  matter? 

"Good  question. 

"Some  may  feel  Luke  gets  an  ego  boost  from 
talking  about  his  life.  But  let  me  tell  how  I  perceive 
the  whole  process  of  telling  Luke  Wetherington' s 
story. 

"First,  Luke's  story  is  about  him,  his  childhood, 
his  parents,  the  miracles  in  his  life.  He  is  a  central 
focus.  The  facts  about  his  personal  experiences  are 
in  themselves  fascinating.  But  Luke's  story 
transcends  the  personal.  What  Luke's  life  is  all 
about  is  his  wonderful  love  of  the  Lord,  his  un- 
flinching faith  that  he,  Luke,  is  not  in  charge.  God  is 
in  charge.  And  Luke  wants  the  whole  world  to  know 
this. 

"Second,  Luke  hired  a  Mount  Olive  College 
English  major,  Cecil  Cahoon  II,  to  write  his  story. 
He  put  up  the  money  and  carried  Cecil  in  a  whirl- 
wind adventure  to  give  one  of  our  students  a  chance 
to  publish  a  book.  How  many  22-year-old  college 
students  have  a  book  published?  MOC's  Cecil 
Cahoon  II  does. 

"Third,  Luke  paid  the  printing  bill  for  his  book. 
He  is  not  too  proud  to  help  with  the  real  expenses  of 
printing.  For  every  book  the  MOC  Press  publishes,  I 
have  to  find  the  money.  No  money  comes  from  the 
MOC  budget,  because  the  MOC  Press  is  my  respon- 
sibility. The  challenge  of  seeking  manuscripts  and 
funding  is  all  mine.  I  am  responsible,  but  I  am  not  in 
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charge.  God  is.  I  believe  the  books  the  MOC  Press  is 
supposed  to  publish  will  happen.  I  have  been  con- 
stantly amazed  at  the  ways  doors  are  opening  to 
make  books  possible. 

"Our  deeds  last  beyond  us.  Everyman  learned 
that  only  his  deeds  lasted  beyond  his  death. 

"If  what  any  of  us  is  doing  is  right;  if  what  we 
are  doing  reflects  the  love  of  people,  the  joy  of  faith, 
the  beauty  of  truth,  then  our  deeds  will  last,  our 
projects  will  last.  What  lasts  are  those  realities 
where  we  come  to  realize  we  are  not  in  charge.  God 
is. 

"I  believe  this,"  Dr.  Worthington  concluded. 

THE  REV.  LONNIE  MANN'S  INTRODUCTION 
OF  L.  H.  WETHERINGTON 

"Brother  Luke  is  a  special  friend  to  me,"  said 
Mr.  Mann.  "He  has  helped  me  financially;  he  has 
helped  me  spiritually.  Brother  Luke  made  his  public 
profession  of  faith  in  this  church  many  years  ago," 
he  said. 

"I  have  always  found  Brother  Luke  to  be  a 
dedicated,  surrendered  person  to  God,"  Mr.  Mann 
explained.  "I've  bought  two  automobiles  from  him," 
he  said.  "He's  a  man  of  his  word.  If  he  says  he'll  do 
something,  you  can  count  on  him.  I  know  that  from 
my  associations  with  him  in  the  church  and  missions 
support.  Today,  we  are  looking  for  a  blessing.  I  know 
we'll  receive  one." 

BROTHER  L.  H.  WETHERINGTON 

"Today  I'm  very  weak  physically  but  strong 
spiritually,"  began  Brother  Luke.  "We  are  glad  to 
be  here  together,  to  have  Mount  Olive  College 
represented  here.  I've  been  to  Dr.  Pepper's  classes 
and  her  students  can  ask  some  deep  spiritual  ques- 
tions. I  wasn't  privileged  to  go  to  school  very  much, 
but  the  Lord  made  a  way.  The  Lord  made  a  way,"  he 
said. 

Brother  Luke  reminisced  about  his  childhood  at 
Gethsemane  Church,  the  site  of  his  childhood  confes- 
sion of  faith:  a  momentous  moment  in  the  spiritual 
pilgrimage  of  a  young  man  from  eastern  North 
Carolina  to  the  physically  weak  but  spiritually  rich 
man  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

"If  we  are  faithful  to  the  Lord's  duty,  to  His  call- 
ing, then  the  Lord  will  bless  us,"  he  declared. 

"I  remember  the  different  role  models  we  had  at 
this  church.  In  my  childhood,  wagons  and  cars  were 
out  here  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,"  he  re- 
called. 

"This  community  has  meant  so  much  to  me,"  he 
said.  "Some  65  years  ago,  I  stood  in  the  pulpit  here 
and  proclaimed  the  Lord  as  my  Saviour.  'All  have 
sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.'  All  are 
able  to  forgive.  The  greatest  thing  is  to  be  obedient 
to  the  Lord.  My  mother  poured  Jesus  on  me  like  you 
would  not  believe,"  he  declared. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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"Let  us  all  have  one  purse,"  said  Brother  Luke. 
"When  your  purse  becomes  His  purse,  then  His 
purse  becomes  your  purse." 

As  he  recalled  his  past  week  of  fighting  a  rapid 
heartbeat  of  267  beats  a  minute,  he  exclaimed,  "We 
need  to  love  one  another  like  we  never  dreamed 
about  loving  one  another.  The  abundant  life  is  a  ser- 
vice life.  When  we  serve  people,  we  will  find  those 
moments  the  happiest.  We  can  begin  right  here  in 
this  community.  We  must  not  be  conformed  to  this 
world  but  be  transformed.  Let  every  soul  be  subject 
to  the  higher  power.  Right  here  in  this  church  is 
where  it  all  began.  I'm  so  grateful.  That's  a  fact." 

Pausing  to  wipe  his  forehead,  Brother  Luke  con- 
cluded, "The  Lord  is  in  charge.  Not  Clinton.  Not  Con- 
gress. The  Lord's  blessings  are  more  important  than 
anything  in  this  world.  Would  anybody  who  would 
like  the  Lord  to  be  a  greater  blessing  in  your  life 
please  stand?"  The  entire  congregation  stood. 

Brother  Luke  asked  that  the  deacons  come  for- 
ward. They  did. 

Mr.  Mann  prayed,  "As  we  approach  the  throne 
of  grace,  we  come  asking  you,  Lord,  for  two  things. 
Give  us  a  spiritual  revival  in  our  church,  and  may 
we  serve  thee,  Lord,  in  a  greater  and  mightier  way. 
Teach  us  that  if  we  love  you,  Lord,  we  will  keep  your 
commandment;  we  might  then  truly  be  your 
disciples.  In  Jesus'  name.  Amen." 

The  congregation  jubilantly  sang  "Are  You 
Washed  in  the  Blood? " : 

Have  you  been  to  Jesus  for  the  cleansing  power? 

Are  you  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb? 

Are  you  fully  trusting  in  His  grace  this  hour? 

Are  you  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb? 

Are  you  washed  in  the  blood, 

In  the  soul-cleansing  blood  of  the  Lamb? 

Are  your  garments  spotless: 

Are  they  white  as  snow? 

Are  you  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb? 

PICNIC  IN  THE  FELLOWSHIP  HALL 

Barbeque,  fried  chicken,  slaw,  potatoes,  hush 
puppies,  and  tea  awaited  us  in  the  Gethsemane 
Fellowship  Hall.  Wetheringtons  were  all  over  the 
place  like  yellow  butterflies  in  May.  Laurie  and  Rose 
Wetherington  hugged  Dave  and  Kevin  Culpepper 
who  came  with  L.  H.  from  Virginia.  Rose  gleefully 
admitted,  "I  graduated  from  Mount  Olive  College  in 
1954.  I  was  in  the  first  graduating  class!"  she  ex- 
claimed. "And,"  she  added,  "Laurie  and  I  got  mar- 
ried in  this  church  on  July  10,  1959."  They  looked  at 
each  other  as  if  the  years  had  drawn  them  closer  not 
further  apart. 

Nannie  Wetherington  hugged  everybody.  "My 
daddy  and  L.  H.'s  daddy  were  brothers,"  she  ex- 
plained. "L.  H.  is  my  first  cousin.  All  of  us  cousins 
grew  up  together,"  she  beamed. 

The  fellowship  hall  became  exactly  that.  Joy 
was  everywhere  like  a  warm  summer  rain. 
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THE  REV.  LONNIE  MANN'S 
CALL  TO  THE  MINISTRY 

"I  was  called  to  the  ministry  when  I  was 
probably  about  35,"  said  Mr.  Mann  in  a  soft,  gentle 
voice.  His  face  was  kind,  peaceful.  "I  put  the 
ministry  off  until  I  was  45. 1  just  put  it  off  like  Moses. 
I  said  I  couldn't  do  it.  I  was  afraid  of  public  speak- 
ing." 

He  paused,  looked  across  the  fellowship  hall  as  if 
his  mind  were  elsewhere.  Suddenly,  he  continued.  "I 
was  asked  to  bring  a  message  one  Wednesday  after  I 
had  accepted  the  call  to  be  a  minister.  I  was  sup- 
posed to  hold  a  service  one  Sunday  night  in  1975.  I 
remember  saying  to  myself,  'I'm  not  going  to  be 
able  to  do  that.'  I  called  a  friend  and  he  said  he'd  do 
the  service.  Let  me  tell  you,  I  was  miserable  during 
that  service.  My  friend  preached  and  I  realized  my 
fear  had  prevented  me  from  preaching.  Since  that 
night,  anytime  I  have  been  called,  I  haven't 
refused,"  he  said. 

"You  know,"  he  explained,  "when  I  came  out  of 
the  Korean  War,  I  was  23.  I  had  two  battle  stars.  I 
was  the  radar  man  on  an  aircraft  carrier  and  never 
touched  Korea.  When  one  of  our  airplanes  became 
involved  in  a  battle,  all  of  us  won  battle  stars.  After  I 
returned  from  Korea,  I  began  to  take  everything 
more  seriously." 

The  Rev.  Lonnie  Mann  has  been  at  Gethsemane 
Church,  in  Tuscarora,  for  14  years.  He  has  taken 
courses  under  Dr.  Michael  Pelt.  Today,  he  would 
like  to  see  the  entire  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination 
grow. 

"What  we  need  in  our  denomination  is  a 
spiritual  revival,"  he  said.  "It  seems  like  today  we 
need  solid  values,  a  new  spiritual  growth.  This  must 
begin  in  me,  in  our  own  individual  members  first.  As 
I  ask  the  Lord  to  send  a  revival,  I  ask  that  He  send  it 
to  me." 

Luke  Herbert  Wetherington  Jr.  departed  this  life  on  Wednesday, 
April  14,  1993.  He  was  76  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
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HE  PRAYED;  THE  LORD  ANSWERED 

In  Memory  of  Luke  Herbert  Wetherington  Jr.:  May  5,  1916— April  14,  1993 


He  came  into  the  world  premature, 
was  cast  aside  as  unable  to  survive 
until  a  woman  picked  him  up 
nursed  him,  loved  him,  prayed  for  him 
while  the  doctor  attended 
his  mother 

who  was  edging  her  way  jf^^B^m 

towards  Death's  door: 

the  future  unknown.  11^ 

The  Lord  gives  and  the  Lord  takes  away; 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Prayer  poured  over  little  Luke  like  baptismal 

rain  v|  «K' 

feeding  the  undeveloped  tissue 
as  only  miracles  feed: 
life  more  than  body, 
spirit  more  than  flesh, 
both  intertwined  as  the  Old  and  New  Testament : 
the  Word  of  God  made  whole.  fBI 

The  Lord  gives  and  the  Lord  takes  away; 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 


In  early  childhood  little  Luke 
he  was  destined  to  be  a  witness 
to  some  Presence  outside  himself 
that  drove  him  across  country  roads 
as  fast  as  his  car 
could  spin  beyond 
speed  limits: 

the  highway  but  a  convenience 
for  Luke  to  use, 

as  he  believed  he  was  not  the  driver; 
God  was.  ■ 

He  prayed;  the  Lord  answered. 

His  mother  poured  God  on  him 

thick  as  snowstorms  when  the  lights  go  out 

forcing  him  to  see  a  new  way, 

what  Luke  called  the  Lord's  will 

that  drilled  across  his  heart 

to  make  it  strong  in  the  Lord: 

Death  now  but  a  new  door 

where  Luke  prays  with  the  faithful 

and  is  at  home.  jH 

He  prayed;  the  Lord  answered. 

He  came  into  rooms  like  Roadrunner 
racing  to  give  of  himself, 
his  mind  a  shotgun  of  ideas 
zigzagging  from  mufflers  to  cable  wires 
to  the  Lord  who  answers  prayer. 

He  prayed;  the  Lord  answered. 

Some  found  him  hard  to  believe, 
his  ideas  off  the  ground, 
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disconnected, 
random 

as  stars  in  the  universe 
spinning. 

Roaming  the  roads  of  newfound  deals 
jfe  charged  his  fast-paced  day, 
moving  him  to  phone  a  friend, 
loama  car, 
give  a  job, 
pray  a  prayer, 
read  a  verse, 
buy  a  Bible, 
release  a  debt: 
he  knew  his  life  would  end. 

The  Lord  gives  and  the  Lord  takes  away; 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

What's  taken  with  us  when  we  depart 
this  earth,  our  family,  friends? 
jpmt  one  shop  nor  car  nor  deal 
nor  kindred  face  nor  child. 
Luke  knew  this  in  his  inner  self, 
prepared  the  way  to  leave, 
embraced  the  ones  he  loved, 
reminding  us  as  he  read 
his  Bible  from  the  pew, 
"Love  one  another  with  all  your  heart! " 
And  then  he  disappeared. 

He  prayed;  the  Lord  answered. 

No  one  who  met  this  racing  man 
can  forget  his  cars,  good  deals, 
both  but  tools  for  him  to  use 
to  help  those  in  need: 
the  deal  the  thing  that  built  his  dream, 
the  giving  the  thing  that  built  his  soul. 

He  told  a  friend  two  weeks  before  his  death 
that  on  his  tombstone  should  be  these  words: 
"He  prayed;  the  Lord  answered." 
With  clarity  of  love,  he  united  his  family 
to  celebrate  his  faith,  their  faith, 
future  faith: 
commitment  the  key 
to  unlock 

what  seems  to  be  impossible 
until  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
appears  to  drive  the  car, 
talk  the  talk, 
walk  the  walk, 
pay  the  pay, 
pray  the  prayer, 
and  be  answered. 

The  Lord  gives  and  the  Lord  takes  away; 
Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

—  Pepper  Worthington 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


ATTENTION,  NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARIES 

The  1993  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's  Auxiliary  Conven- 
tion will  convene  on  Thursday,  May  13,  at  Free  Union  Church,  Pinetown. 
Each  auxiliary  should  represent  with  one  delegate  for  each  25  members 
or  fraction  thereof,  plus  a  registration  fee  of  $15.  Many  auxiliaries  mail 
their  registration  fee  in  advance.  Mailing  the  fees  in  to  the  State 
Treasurer  before  April  25  will  insure  your  delegate  faster  registration  at 
the  convention.  Please  mail  your  $15  fee  to: 

Mrs.  Nadine  Crocker 

Route  3,  Box  280-AA 

568  House  Road 

Kenly,  NC  27542 

If  you  cannot  possibly  attend,  please  mail  your  fee  anyway,  as  the 
convention  needs  your  support.  We  hope,  however,  to  see  you  there. 

(Anyone  needed  lodging  should  contact  Lew  Ellen  Parker,  [919] 
964-4157.) 


WASHINGTON 


The  schedule  for  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  is  as 
follows : 


9 : 30— Registration 

MORNING  SESSION 
9:50— "Medley  of  Love  Songs," 

Dianne  Riley 
10:00— Hymn,  "I  Surrender  All" 

—  Prayer  for  Convention, 
Pam  Kennedy,  Eastern 
Youth  Chairman 

—Welcome,  Kathy  Cahoon, 
Albemarle  Youth  Chair- 
man 

—  Response,  Martha  Par- 
sons, State  Youth  Chair- 
man 


TO  BATH 


—  Announcements,  Sarah 
Windley,  President,  Free 
Union  Church 

10:20— Hymns,  "Jesus  Loves 
Me";  "O,  How  I  Love 
Jesus" 

—Memorial  Service,  Donna 
Holland,  State  Field  Secre- 
tary 

—  Special  Music,  Cheryl 
Williams,  Mount  Tabor 
Church 

10:40— Morning  Message,  Dr. 
Donald  Ribeiro 

—  Special  Music,  Colleen 
Harrison,  Free  Union 
Church 

11:20— Greetings,  Carolyn  Jerni- 
gan,  State  President 


—Recognition  of  Denomina- 
tional Ministries 

—  Appointment  of  Special 
Committees 

—Hymn,  "I  Love  to  Tell  the 
Story" 

—Offering 

—Business  Session 

—Lunch,  Announcements, 
Eunice  Sexton,  President, 
Albemarle  Convention 
12:00— Prayer,  Faye  Ward,  Pee 
Dee  Youth  Chairman 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 
1:00  — Worship    with  Praise, 

Choruses 
1 : 10 — Devotions ,    Judy   Harris , 
Central  Youth  Chairman 
—Prayer,   Linda  Tarlton, 
Piedmont  Youth  Chairman 
—Special  Music,  Sarah  Wind- 
ley 

1:25— Life  Membership,  Com- 
mitee 

—Hymn,  "Wonderful  Story 
of  Love" 
1:35— Miscellaneous  Business 
—Reports 

—Hymn,  "Love  Lifted  Me" 
—Benediction,  Virginia  Joy- 
ner,  Western  Youth  Chair- 
man 

Pianist,  Nina  Grace  Register 

Organist,  Donna  Holland 

Music  Director,  Annie  Belle  Hines 

ALBEMARLE 
UNION  MEETING 

The  Albemarle  Union  will  meet 
with  Sidney  Church,  Belhaven, 
NC,  on  May  29.  The  scheduled  pro- 
gram is  as  follows: 

OPENING  SESSION 

—Devotions,  the  Rev.  Ever- 
ett Harper 

—Welcome,  Pastor 

—Response,  the  Rev.  Joe 
Griffith 

—The  Moderator's  Address, 
the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton 

—Welcome  to  Visiting  Mini- 
sters 

—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Announcements 
—Testimonies 
—Prayer  Time 
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—Offering  for  Denomina- 
tional Ministries 

—Report  of  Children's  Home, 
via  Literature 

—Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, via  Literature 

—Report  of  Missions:  Home 
and  Foreign,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via 
Literature 

—  Report  of  Retirement 
Homes,  via  Literature 

BUSINESS  PERIOD 
—Report  of  Treasurer 
—Other  Business,  Old  and 

New 

—Announcements  of  Next 
Union 

—Minutes  Read  and  Ap- 
proved 

MORNING  WORSHIP  SERVICE 
—Hymn 

—  Special  Music 
—Message,  the  Rev.  Richard 

Holmes 
—Benediction 
—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

CAPE  FEAR  UNION  MEETING 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting 
will  convene  with  Yelverton 
Grove  Church,  Smithfield,  NC,  on 
May  29.  The  church  is  located  two 
miles  east  of  Smithfield,  off 
Highway  70,  on  rural  road  2301. 
The  scheduled  program  is  as 
follows : 

10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—Devotions,  the  Rev.  C.  M. 
Coats 

—Welcome,  Host  Church 
—Response,  Genesis  Mission 
10:20— Enrollment  of  Officers  and 

Ministers 
—Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last 

Union 

—Appointment  of  Commit- 
tees 

-Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Report  of  Denominational 

Ministries 
—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Offering  and  Offertory 
Prayer 
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—  Special    Music,  Host 

Church 
—Message,  the  Rev.  Chris 
Markuson;  Alternate:  the 
Rev.  Charles  Norris 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjourn- 
ment 


NOTICE 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  Cockrell,  a 
member  of  the  Central  Con- 
ference, voluntarily  surrendered 
his  ordination  credentials  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Ordina- 
tion on  March  30,  1993,  in  order  to 
join  another  denomination. 
Sincerely, 

The  Rev.  J.  B.  Narron,  Chairman 
Board  of  Ordination 


WHALEY'S  CHAPEL  CHURCH  HOLDS  DEDICATION  SERVICE 


On  Sunday,  February  14,  1993,  Whaley's  Chapel  Church  held  a 
Dedication  Service  as  the  culmination  of  a  vigorous  remodeling  pro- 
gram which  had  been  an  on-going  project  for  several  years. 

In  planning  the  service,  the  membership  wanted  to  show  their 
thanks  to  those  who  made  the  project  possible,  either  by  monetary  gifts 
or  through  their  prayers  and  hard  work. 

Prelude  music  was  offered  by  Miriam  Bailey,  of  Farmville,  who  had 
been  pianist  for  the  church  several  years  ago.  With  Pat  Arthur  as 
pianist,  the  choir  opened  the  service  with  "He  Is  Here,"  which  included 
a  solo  by  Wanda  Taylor.  J.  C.  Stroud  led  the  congregation  in  prayer.  A 
special  welcome  to  members  and  guests  was  given  by  Brian  France. 

After  the  congregation  sang  "Wonderful  Grace  of  Jesus,"  the 
church  history  was  read  by  Sarah  France.  The  history  was  a  narrative 
that  covered  106  years  of  development  of  the  church  and  paid  tribute  to 
those  who  have  strived  over  the  years  to  make  Whaley's  Chapel  what  it 
is  today. 

"Hands  for  Christ,"  a  newly  formed  group  of  young  people  from  the 
church  who  have  started  their  own  ministry  through  sign  language,  of- 
fered a  song  entitled  "I  Want  Us  to  Be  Together  in  Heaven." 

Ronnie  Taylor,  Faye  Kennedy,  Maxine  Heath,  Mildred  Taylor,  Kel- 
ly Weyant,  Marie  Alphin,  and  Owen  Arthur  led  the  congregation  in  the 
dedication  of  the  church  and  a  rededication  of  its  members  in  their  work 
for  our  Lord. 

The  service  was  ended  with  prayer  led  by  Victor  Jones. 

A  reception  followed  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  prepared  by  Wanda 
Taylor  and  Elaine  Shepherd,  and  served  by  Irene  Weston  and  Celia 
Weston. 

15 


WATSON  GROVE  WELCOMES 
NEW  PASTOR 


YOUTH  RAISE  MONEY  FOR  CARPET 


Paul  Nicholson 

The  Rev.  Paul  Nicholson  has  ac- 
cepted the  call  to  pastor  Watson 
Grove  Church,  Route  3,  Kenly, 
NC.  Mr.  Nicholson  is  a  native  of 
High  Point  and  has  a  degree  in 
Bible  Studies  from  the  Carolina 
Bible  Institute  and  Seminary,  and 
is  currently  working  on  a 
graduate  degree  in  Theology.  Mr. 
Nicholson  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Betsy  Poland  of  Elm  City,  have 
been  married  11  years  and  have 
two  children:  a  son  Kelly,  4  years 
old;  and  a  daughter  Hannah,  2 
years  old.  They  reside  just  outside 
of  Elm  City. 

In  addition  to  being  a  minister, 
Mr.  Nicholson  is  Chief  Executive 
Officer  of  the  West  Edgecombe 
Rescue  Squad.  He  holds  a  cer- 
tificate of  EMS  from  Nash 
Technical  College  and  numerous 
certificates  concerning  the  EMS 
profession. 

NOTICE 

These  pastors  once  served  Oak 
Grove  Church,  Newton  Grove, 
NC:  J.  F.  Owens,  James  Wilson, 
J.  H.  Hill,  J.  R.  Wallace,  E.  J. 
McKay,  J.  G.  Casey,  D.  R.  Ennis, 
B.  P.  Parks,  Norman  Adams, 
Austin  Carter. 

The  members  of  the  church  are 
in  search  of  photos  (preferably  8  x 
10)  of  these  men.  Families  and/or 
churches  having  photos  are  asked 
to  contact  Carl  B.  Warren  Jr., 
Route  2,  Box  343,  Newton  Grove, 
NC  28366-9571;  919-594-1551. 


The  members  of  the  AFC  and  YFA  of  White  Oak  Church,  Bladen- 
boro,  NC,  had  a  spaghetti  dinner  on  February  12.  The  youth  raised  $952 
for  new  carpet  for  the  church's  Brotherhood  Building.  The  activity  was 
well  supported  and  the  young  people  enjoyed  waiting  on  the  tables. 

Leading  the  youth  groups  are:  AFC— Rhonda  Smith  and  Rose 
Davenport;  YFA— Betsy  Dowless  and  Paula  Nanney.  The  Rev.  Bobby 
Carden  pastors  White  Oak  Church. 

SENIOR  CITIZENS  HONORED 


On  February  14,  1993,  Charles 
and  Ruth  Springle  gave  their  an- 
nual Sweetheart  Dinner  at 
Beaufort  Church  for  the  Golden 
Teenagers. 

Charles  and  Ruth  started  this 
event  in  their  home  seven  years 
ago  and  it  has  grown  into  a  formal 
dinner  after  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  service  nearest  February 
14.  They  now  serve  the  dinner  in 
the  fellowship  hall  of  the  church 
and  look  forward  to  hosting  the 
dinner. 


The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Raymond 
Hardison,  preached  an  inspiring 
message  on  love  using  Luke 
7:36-48  as  his  text. 

The  menu  this  year  consisted  of 
conch  chowder,  turkey,  stuffing, 
gravy,  cranberry  sauce,  sweet 
potatoes,  rutabagas,  green  butter 
beans,  deviled  eggs,  rolls,  tea  and 
coffee;  for  dessert  there  were 
cherry  o'pies  and  Madori  cake. 

The  Springles  were  fortunate  to 
have  some  family  members  to 
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help  with  serving  this  year.  They 
were  Ruth's  brother,  Phillip  Brin- 
son  and  his  wife,  Theresa,  from 
Winnebow,  NC;  their  sons,  Keith 
from  Japan,  and  Tommy  and  his 
wife,  Marilyn,  from  Raleigh,  NC; 
and  their  grandson,  Lewis 
Bergeron  from  Beaufort. 

There  were  thirty-two  in  atten- 
dance this  year  and  a  good  time 
was  had  by  all. 

CRAGMONT  SKI  TRIP 

On  Friday,  March  5,  1993,  fif- 
teen youth  and  seven  adults  from 
White  Hill  Church  loaded  two 
vans  and  started  on  the  seven- 
hour  drive  from  Aurora,  North 
Carolina,  to  Cragmont  Assembly 
for  a  three  day  fun-filled  trip.  As 
the  group  crossed  the  Continental 
Divide,  light  snow  was  falling  and 
everyone  became  excited  about 
the  ski  trip  to  Wolf  Laurel  planned 
for  the  next  day.  Saturday  was  a 
beautiful  day  at  Wolf  Laurel  with 
new  fallen  snow  and  just  perfect 
temperatures.  All  those  skiing 
managed  some  success  on  the 
slopes  and  a  few  brave  persons 
even  managed  to  try  the  highest 
one. 


On  Sunday,  the  group  visited 
Linville  Caverns  and  hiked  up  to 
see  Linville  Falls  before  traveling 
to  Spruce  Pine  for  ice  skating  at 
Pinebridge  Coliseum.  This  was 
another  new  experience  for 
everyone.  Upon  returning  to 
Cragmont  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
Rev.  John  Williams  presented  a 
devotion  that  was  enjoyed  by  all 
and  discussed  at  length  later  dur- 


ing the  night. 

The  youth  group  had  worked 
during  the  winter  months  to  help 
finance  the  ski  trip  to  Cragmont. 
The  Rev.  John  Williams  and  the 
staff  at  Cragmont  were  most 
helpful  and  made  the  trip  very  en- 
joyable. It  was  an  experience  all 
those  attending  will  remember  for 
a  long  time. 


MOTHER'S  DAY 

A  Grandmother  or  Great  you  may  be, 

Blessed  of  God  with  your  family; 
To  all  of  you,  with  love  we  say, 

Have  a  Happy  Mother's  Day. 

If  a  Mother  you  yearn  to  be, 

Your  children's  names  on  the  Family  Tree; 
This  message  we  send  your  way: 

You,  too,  are  remembered  on  Mother's  Day. 

To  Mothers  who  shower  us  with  a  love, 

Born  of  the  Triune  God  above, 
How  can  we  thank  you?  In  words,  Nay  ; 

By  loving  you  more  specially  on  Mother's  Day. 


Graham  Frazelle 
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Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 


We  want  to  thank  you  for  all  you  do  for  homeless  children.  Your  support  is  making  a  difference  in 
the  lives  of  the  150  children  we  are  serving  this  year. 

The  Challenges  of  Growth 

Child  care  ministries  and  agencies  cannot  meet  the  current  needs 
of  the  number  of  children  needing  services. 

Fifty-four  children  are  currently  being  served  by  our  ministry,  48  on  our  main  campus  and  6  in  our 
emergency  shelter  (full  capacity).  It  has  been  many  years  since  we  have  had  this  many  children  in 
care.  This  is  a  mixed  blessing— wonderful  that  we  can  help  these  children  in  their  time  of  distress  and 
sad  that  such  a  service  is  needed. 

The  fact  is,  each  week  we  turn  children  away.  Sometimes  it  is  because  our  ministry  cannot  meet 
their  needs.  But  all  too  often,  we  are  turning  children  away  who  could  benefit  from  our  ministry, 
children  we  could  definitely  help,  except  we  do  not  have  bed  space. 

Each  day  as  I  walk  across  campus,  I  see  Smith  Cottage,  which  has  been  closed  for  over  ten  years 
now  due  to  disrepair.  If  it  were  open,  it  would  provide  10-12  more  beds  and  enable  us  to  serve  many 
more  children. 

Sometimes  I  wonder  what  happens  to  the  children  we  turn  away.  I  know  that  there  are  other  good 
programs  that  are  helping  children;  and  we  thank  God  for  them.  But  for  some  of  those  children,  our 
ministry  would  be  better  for  them. 

The  Roots  of  a  Vision 

Smith  Cottage  closed  for  over  ten  years, 
but  will  re-open  September  1,  1993. 
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For  years,  the  Board  of  Directors  and  staff  have  envisioned  the  day  when  this  cottage  would  be 
filled  with  the  laughter  and  sound  of  children's  voices,  alive  with  activity  and  providing  a  warm  and 
secure  environment  for  children. 

If  everyone  will  help,  this  vision  will  be  a  reality  in  the  near  future.  But  without  your  help,  it  cannot 
be  done.  Smith  Cottage  will  provide  certainty  for  children  living  in  an  uncertain  situation.  It  will 
alleviate  anguish,  fear,  and  suffering. 

The  Critical  Need:  Renovation 

Heating  system,  roof  covered,  floor  covering, 
windows,  furniture,  etc. 

The  cost  to  renovate  Smith  Cottage  and  to  purchase  necessary  equipment  is  approximately  $70,000. 
This  goal  can  be  accomplished  if  each  church  will  pray  and  give.  As  we  all  pull  together,  we  can  open 
this  home  for  children  by  September  1,  1993. 

The  Need  Today 

Your  prayers,  faith,  commitment,  and  action 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers  and  support— they  sustain  us.  Please  continue  to  remember  our 
ministry  daily,  and  especially  those  children  who  need  our  care  that  we  are  having  to  turn  away.  We 
are  now  praying,  planning,  and  looking  forward  to  the  day  Smith  Cottage  will  provide  a  safe  and  secure 
environment  for  children  to  call  home. 

The  time  is  now!  Project  Outreach  1  We  are  asking  your  church  to  give  a  special,  one-time  gift.  This 
gift  may  be  a  special  offering  or  a  gift  from  your  treasury,  but  this  gift  must  be  above  regular-gift  sup- 
port. We  have  acted  on  faith  and  begun  some  of  the  renovations,  so  we  need  to  receive  your  gift  no  later 
than  June  1,  1993,  which  will  enable  us  to  open  this  cottage  by  September  1,  1993. 


You  Can  Help 

Meeting  this  goal  will  require  each  church  to  help.  We  know  our  ministry  is  important.  Touching 
the  lives  of  children  and  providing  "a  Christian  home  for  boys  and  girls"  is  a  high  calling  and  we  thank 
you  for  wanting  to  be  a  part. 

•  Inform  the  members  in  your  church  of  this  important  project. 

•  Ask  the  members  in  your  church  to  make  this  a  matter  of  prayer. 

•  Take  leadership  in  helping  to  set  a  date  to  send  your  gift  or  receive  a  special  offering. 

•  Make  sure  this  project  is  completed  so  we  can  open  Smith  Cottage  by  September  1,  1993;  all 

contributions  need  to  be  received  by  June  1,  1993. 


The  Time  Line  — Project  Outreach! 

1.  Information  shared  with  Auxiliary  Conventions  and  we  asked  for  prayer  partners  until  the 
completion  of  Project  Outreach. 

2.  Information  needed  for  Project  Outreach  was  mailed  to  pastors,  clerks,  and  treasurers. 

3.  May  is  Children's  Home  Month  and  May  16  is  Children's  Home  Day.  If  this  day  works  well  in 
your  church's  schedule,  it  would  be  an  ideal  time  to  receive  a  special  offering  or  to  mail  your 
church's  gift. 


May  1993 
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NEWS  FROM  INDIA 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

I  owe  my  gratitude  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  blessings  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  India 
and  Nepal  have  received  in  the  re- 
cent past.  Our  work  at  the 
churches  and  the  schools  is  mak- 
ing good  progress  and  is  doing 
well  in  all  respects.  The  work  of 
evangelism  is  the  theme  of  our 
church.  New  congregations  in  the 
circuit  of  Agra  have  come  up  at 
Kannao  Jalesar  and  Vasundra, 
and  are  being  organized  by 
Deacon  Lakhan  Masih  and  Vijai 
John  respectively.  Much  work  is 
being  done  at  these  places,  with  a 
purpose  to  evangelize  more  peo- 
ple who  seem  to  be  receptive  to 
the  gospel. 

At  Agra  proper  more  people 
have  been  saved  and  brought  into 
the  fold  of  our  Master.  As  the 
work  of  the  Mission  grows,  the 
needs  and  responsibilities  also 
become  greater.  These  two 
deacons  need  bicycles  as  they 
have  to  work  within  a  radius  of 
94-96  miles.  We  had  some  money 
from  tithing  and  we  gave  the 
amount  for  one  bicycle  to  our 
minister  in  charge,  Jyoti 
Prakash,  when  he  was  here  to  at- 
tend the  Council  of  Ministers  and 
Deacons. 

Jyoti  Prakash  expressed  the 
immediate  need  for  a  church 
building  at  Agra  and  told  me  that 
there  is  a  person  who  is  willing  to 
sell  400  square  yards  of  land.  He 
will  charge  only  for  300  square 
yards  of  land  at  the  rate  of  U.S. 
Dollar  10  per  square  yard,  which 
he  said  is  at  a  throw-away  price  in 
a  place  like  Agra.  We  are  praying 
about  this  need  and  hoping  for  a 
favorable  response  from 
somewhere  or  the  other.  I  have 
always  felt  that  the  churches  that 
we  plant  are  of  none  other  than 
God  and  He  provides. 

We  have  recently  come  in  con- 
tact with  Dinesh  Kumar  Wilson, 
of  the  State  of  Bihar,  adjacent  to 
our  state.  This  is  the  same  dense- 
ly populated  state  in  the  east 
where  Miss  Laura  Barnard  had 
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established  some  work  of  the 
church.  I  am  exploring  the 
possibility  of  starting  church 
work  in  that  state  after  I  gather 
the  first-hand  information  of  the 
situation  there.  The  times  are 
becoming  difficult  because  of  the 
threat  of  communalism,  which  is 
vastly  rampant. 

One  of  our  schools  still  is 
awaiting  recognition  of  the  State 
Government  since  the  inspector 
dealing  with  the  case  said  that  a 
Christian  School  should  not  get 
the  recognition  of  the  State 
Government  because  it  indulges 
in  proselyting  activities.  We  have 
reported  the  matter  to  the 
Government  but  there  is  no 
response  as  yet,  and  our  people 
are  continuing  to  pursue  the  mat- 
ter. 

We  have  a  problem  relating  to 
the  office  of  our  Church  Head- 
quarter because  we  have  not  been 
able  to  build  so  far.  Every  time  we 
apply  for  the  extension  of  our 
registration,  the  question  is 
repeated  to  us.  The  Lord  has 
moved  us  to  renovate  one  hut 
which  existed  in  the  church  cam- 
pus at  Bareilly  and  can  serve  the 
purpose  of  an  office  very  well. 

The  Lord  is  moving  the  hearts 
of  believers  who  are  sharing  in 
giving  to  the  church.  I  was  able  to 
donate  a  church  organ;  Reena 
gave  a  Casio  Organ;  and  Anil,  my 
son,  gave  a  T.V.  set  to  the  church 


at  Bareilly.  A  Bible  serial  is  being 
produced  on  Sundays  and  many 
who  do  not  have  a  T.V.  set  want  to 
see  it. 

In  order  to  collect  some  funds 
for  the  future  of  the  church  at 
Bareilly,  the  Church  Committee 
wants  to  start  a  dairy  farm  on  the 
church  campus  at  a  site  far  from 
the  main  sanctuary.  They  have 
already  constructed  a  building  to 
house  the  buffaloes  and  have  in- 
stalled a  machine  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  (etc.)  for 
the  animals. 

The  farming  in  the  vacant  land 
on  the  church  campus  at  Bareilly 
is  fetching  some  income;  and  if 
the  crops  are  not  destroyed  by 
natural  calamities,  it  is  likely  that 
soon  funds  will  be  available  to 
support  a  few  church  workers. 

We  covet  your  prayers  for  the 
work  we  are  engaged  in  and  are  so 
thankful  for  your  help  and  sup- 
port. 

NEW  PRINTING  EQUIPMENT 

by  Andrino  R.  Segay 

On  December  18,  1992,  the  new 
xerox  machine  was  delivered  to 
the  Printing  Office  in  Dagomboy 
Village,  Puerto  Princesa  City, 
Palawan.  The  machine  has  a 
brand  name  of  KONICA  U-BIX 
1803  XMR.  It  has  the  ability  to 
reduce  and  enlarge  form  65%  to 
155%  copy  size.  It  has  a  copy 
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speed  of  eighteen  copies  per 
minute.  The  copier  uses  a  powder 
toner  ink  which  is  available  in 
three  colors  in  addition  to  black, 
blue,  green,  and  red,  which  are 
vital  in  printing.  The  said 
machine  has  an  automatic 
magnification  and  reduction  abili- 
ty that  selects  the  appropriate 
copy  size.  It  has  a  mask  and  trim 
for  copy  editing  that  edits  out  un- 
wanted portions  of  your  original 
document.  It  also  has  dual  paper 
cassettes  accommodating  paper 
sizes  from  5%  "  x  8%  "  to  11"  x  17" . 
The  machine  cost  94,000  pesos,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God  I  got  it  at  the 
cost  of  only  89,900  pesos. 

The  U-BIX  Company  offers  a 
good  warranty  of  service 
maintenance  and  trains  the  per- 
sonnel assigned  to  operate  the 
said  machine  at  no  extra  cost.  The 
training  dealt  with  knowing  the 
machine's  maintenance  and  ser- 
vicing needs.  The  training  session 
lasts  for  two  days.  The  session 
was  very  interesting  and 
guarantees  to  prolong  the  life  of 
the  machine. 

At  this  point,  we  give  the  honor 
and  glory  to  our  dear  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  has  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  have  this  new  equipment. 
We  also  give  our  gratitude  to  the 
individual  donors,  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones. 

We  believe  this  will  help  a  lot  in 
God's  ministry. 

May  1993 


REACH  OUT 
TO  YOUR  NEIGHBORS 

by  William  van  der  Plas 

"Reach  Out  to  Your  Neighbor" 
is  a  song  with  a  complete  mission 
message.  We  love  it  as  our  family 
song.  Here  in  Bulgaria,  we 
reached  out  to  many  people  in  dif- 
ferent ways.  Most  of  these  people 
were  Christian  believers  in  God  or 
in  the  church.  We  listened  to  their 
life  stories,  read  the  Bible  with 
them,  and  prayed  together.  They 
received  a  Bible  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives.  They  needed  en- 
couragement towards  a  new 
understanding  of  life  in  their  new 
situation.  We  witnessed  about  new 
life  in  Christ.  Many  told  us  what 
forty    years   of  anti-religious 
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government  did  to  their  personal 
understanding  of  God  in  general 
and  life  in  Christ  in  particular. 
They  missed  the  colors  of  the  rain- 
bow of  God's  promises  and  His 
presence  in  their  hearts. 

Our  direct  neighbors  were  not 
yet  ready  to  receive  us.  Many  of 
them  are  Musselman.  They  had  to 
learn  that  we  have  genuine  in- 
terest in  them.  They  had  to  accept 
that  we  want  to  share  our  lives 
with  them. 

Our  present  next  door  neighbors 
are  Mr.  Naidin  a  Tatarian  (45 
years);  Mrs.  Nefize  (43  years)  a 
Turk;  their  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Nedret  (25  years)  and  Teshdyan 
(19  years);  and  their  son,  Osman 
(17  years). 

Mr.  Naidin  was  skipper  on  a 
large  fishing  boat  before  he 
became  handicapped  by  four 
strokes,  the  first  in  1985  and  the 
last  in  1991.  His  right  leg,  right 
arm,  and  his  speech  are  impaired. 

First,  we  started  to  wave  to  one 
another.  Last  fall,  I  asked  him  if 
he  would  allow  me  to  make  some 
pictures  of  him.  When  I  brought 
him  the  pictures  some  wcsks 
later,  he  started  to  communicate. 
Theshdyan  knew  some  English 
and  I  knew  a  little  Bulgarian.  The 
ice  was  broken.  Mr.  Naidin  says 
that  he  cannot  pray  and  his  big 
question  is:  "Why  has  God  done 
this  to  me?  What  have  I  done 
wrong  in  my  life?"  This  is  the 
Page) 


(Left  to  right)  Maydsyibre,  Teshdyan's  friend;  Naidin;  and  Teshdyan. 


21 


Naidin  and  Nefize. 

heartbreaking  question  of  many 
people  who  are  struck  down  by  ac- 
cidents and  sickness.  This  ques- 
tion can  only  be  answered  by  our 
love  and  care  for  the  person  in- 
volved. 

At  the  end  of  November,  Lydia 
decided  to  ask  Teshdyan  to  help 
her  in  the  household.  She  knew 
that  their  total  income  was  not 
more  than  $80  usd.  per  month.  Her 
mother  earns  $48  usd.  in  the 
hospital  of  Balchik.  So  I  asked 
Teshdyan  to  keep  our  offices 
clean.  Lydia  teaches  her  English. 
In  the  office,  she  is  learning  how 
to  use  the  electric  typewriter  by 
the  help  of  a  written  course  which 
Pavline  loaned  to  her.  In  both,  she 
makes  fast  progress. 

She  read  all  the  Turkish  tracts 
which  we  have  in  our  office  and 
decided  to  share  them  with  her 
friends.  She  started  to  read  a  book 
about  the  life  of  Jesus,  which  is 
printed  in  the  Bulgarian 
language.  She  copied  parts  of  this 
book  on  the  typewriter.  Last 
week,  she  gave  her  testimony  and 
said:  "Jesus  is  the  street  (way)  to 
go  to  God  and  He  is  the  true 
prophet.  Many  religions  have 
something  true  and  something 
good,  but  Jesus  is  completely 
TRUE."  She  continued:  "I  want 
other  people  to  know  about  Jesus 
who  is  the  obedient  Son  of  God." 

Teshdyan  approached  ten  per- 
sons who  accepted  the  tracts.  She 
met  six  people  who  she  gave  a  Bi- 
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ble,  because  these  persons 
showed  high  interest  in  the  Word. 
Especially  for  the  Moslems,  we 
need  complete  Bibles,  not  just 
New  Testaments.  Pray  for  our 
work  and  ask  the  Lord  of  all  to 
bless  us  with  His  wisdom  and  care 
for  all  who  live  here. 

Give  praises  to  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  who  allows  us  to  work  in 
this  special  part  of  His  world. 

CHURCH  CONTRIBUTES  TO 
RETIREMENT  HOMES 

by  Walter  J.  Sutton 

The  members  of  La  Grange 
Church,  through  their  minister, 
the  Rev.  Howard  Startling,  ex- 
tended an  invitation  to  Walter  J. 
Sutton,  executive  director  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement 
Homes,  to  visit  with  them  on  Sun- 
day morning,  February  28,  and  to 
share  information  about  the 
ministry. 

Arriving  there  for  Sunday 
School,  we  received  a  cordial 
welcome  from  the  pastor  and  con- 
gregation. Upon  completion  of  our 
report  at  the  close  of  the  worship 
hour,  the  pastor  and  officers  of  the 
church  presented  a  gift  of  $5,000  to 
the  ministry. 

Retirement  Homes  expresses 
deep  appreciation  to  the  church 
and  pastor  for  the  gift.  Their  ex- 
pression of  love  has  made  possible 
the  continuation  of  care  for 
retired  people. 


Gift  support  has  improved  over 
the  last  quarter,  but  not  nearly 
enough  to  fully  cover  the  shortfall 
reported  at  last  fall's  convention. 
Our  present  deficit  rests  primari- 
ly with  payments  to  Church 
Finance  Association.  Any  addi- 
tional gifts  from  churches  and  in- 
dividuals will  help  us  reduce  this 
deficit.  The  congregation  of  the 
La  Grange  Church  has  set  a  good 
example.  We  would  encourage 
other  churches  to  conside  making 
gifts;  large  or  small,  they  will  be 
appreciated. 

The  Retirement  Homes  pro- 
gram is  a  ministry  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Free  Will  Baptist  churches 
and  its  members.  If  each  church 
would  give  as  the  La  Grange 
Church  has  done,  our  $22,000 
deficit  can  be  erased  by  Conven- 
tion time  this  September. 

The  Retirement  Homes  address 
is  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC  28513.  Send 
your  correspondence  to  this  ad- 
dress. Should  you  desire  the  direc- 
tor to  visit  your  church  or  related 
organization  with  information 
about  the  program,  please  call 
him  at  (919)  746-4963.  Ar- 
rangements will  be  made  for  a 
convenient  time. 


(From  left  to  right)  Mrs.  Delores  "Pete"  Vose,  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee;  the  Rev. 
Walter  Sutton;  Mr.  Kendrick  Harrison  Sr.,  church  treasurer.  (Inset)  The  Rev.  Howard  Starling 
presents  the  check  to  Mr.  Sutton. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE'S 
NEW  DINING  HALL- STUDENT 
CENTER  IS  NAMED 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Former  State  Senate  Wendell 
H.  Murphy,  his  sister,  Joyce  Nor- 
man, and  his  brother,  Harry  D. 
"Pete"  Murphy,  honored  their 
mother,  Lois  K.  Murphy  of  Rose 
Hill,  at  a  luncheon  in  Mount  Olive 
College's  newly-completed  dining 
hall-student  center. 

During  a  surprise  announce- 
ment with  family  members, 
friends,  colleagues,  and  College 
personnel  in  attendance,  Sen. 
Murphy  told  his  mother  that  the 
new  building  will  be  known  as  the 
"Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center."  The  Murphys  then 
unveiled  an  oil  portrait  of  their 
mother  which  now  occupies  the 
place  of  honor  in  the  lobby  of  the 
$2  million  project. 

"We  are  deeply  grateful  to  the 
Murphy  family  for  their  leader- 
ship gift  which  helped  make  possi- 
ble this  valuable  facility,"  MOC's 
president  W.  Burkette  Raper  said. 

The  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center,  which  replaces  the  Col- 
lege's downtown  food  service 
area,  has  been  designed  to  serve 
the  College's  students,  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
public.  Located  on  Mount  Olive 
College's  main  campus,  the 
building  will  serve  the  eastern 
North  Carolina  region  with  ban- 
quet and  meeting  facilities  and 
will  also  be  open  to  the  public  for 
regular  meal  services. 

A  major  feature  of  the  food  ser- 
vice is  a  Sunday  buffet  which 
began  in  April.  The  building  in- 
cludes a  new  grand  piano  for  use 
on  special  occasions. 

The  main  dining  room,  with 
seating  for  500  people,  features  a 
raised  dining  area  which  will 
serve  as  a  stage  for  special 
events. 

In  addition  to  the  main  dining 
area,  the  building  has  two  private 
dining  rooms,  the  President's 
Room  with  a  capacity  of  four  to 
24,    and   the   Hennessee  Room 


Senator  Wendell  H.  Murphy,  his  mother  Mrs.  Lois  K.  Murphy,  and  MOC  President  W.  Burkette 
Raper  (right)  stand  outside  the  front  entrance  of  the  College's  new  dining  hall-student  center 
following  the  official  naming  of  the  building. 


Chairman  of  MOC's  Board  of  Trustees 
L.  Marvin  Edwards  Jr.  expresses  apprecia- 
tion to  the  Murphy  family  for  their  generosi- 
ty to  the  College. 


"fife 


Mrs.  Berta  Edwards  (right)  serves  the  first 
piece  of  "dining  hall"  cake  to  Mrs.  Murphy. 
The  Edwardses  are  members  of  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County. 


College  Librarian  Gary  F.  Barefoot  shares  his  gift  for  music  during  the  luncheon.  Barefoot  is 
a  member  of  Robert's  Grove  Church,  Sampson  County.  The  elegant  Kawai  Grand  Supreme 
Piano,  which  is  on  consignment  by  Fredericks  Music,  Inc.,  of  Goldsboro,  is  "Looking  for  a 
Home"  and  would  like  to  stay  at  Mount  Olive  College.  For  information,  contact  President 
Raper. 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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The  Mount  Olive  College  singers  delighted 
new  facility  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 

which  will  accommodate  up  to  75. 
The  private  rooms  have  a  folding 
wall  which  will  increase  the  total 
dining  capacity  for  major  events 
to  600. 

"Our  objective  is  to  make  this 
new  building  a  superb  facility  for 
our  students  and  this  region. 
Located  next  to  College  Hall, 
these  two  buildings  will  provide 
the  region  with  many  of  the 
features  of  a  convention  center," 
Dr.  Raper  said. 

PROJECT  EAST  1993  BRINGS 
NORTH  CAROLINA  LEADERS 
TO  MOUNT  OLIVE 
COLLEGE'S  CAMPUS 

An  impressive  array  of  North 
Carolina  leadership  gathered  at 
Mount  Olive  College  in  April  for 
the  1993  Project  EAST  program. 
The  College  devoted  the  program 
to  the  first  public  forum  on  the 
development  of  a  Global 
TransPark  facility  in  Lenoir  Coun- 
ty. 

The  Global  TransPark  has  been 
called  "the  largest  economic 
development  project  engaged  in 
by  the  state  of  North  Carolina 
since  it  committed  to  building  the 
railroad  from  Goldsboro  to 
Charlotte  in  1856." 

The  day-long  event  featured  the 
Honorable  James  B.  Hunt  Jr., 
governor  of  North  Carolina, 
former  Governor  Jim  Martin, 
former   state   Senator  Henson 


their  audience  with  the  first  performance  in  the 

Barnes,  and  other  speakers  from 
government  and  industry. 

More  than  600  people  attended 
the  events  that  were  held  in  Col- 
lege Hall  and  in  the  Lois  K.  Mur- 
phy Regional  Center.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  proposed  TransPark 
was  underscored  by  the  outstand- 
ing attendance.  Even  though  it 
was  a  cool,  windy,  and  rainy  day, 
an  enthusiastic  crowd  filled  the 
College's  facilities. 

A  capacity  crowd  listened  to 
Governor  Hunt's  lunchtime  ad- 
dress in  which  he  announced  that 


he  will  assume  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Air  Cargo  Authority.  The 
authority  is  studying  the 
TransPark' s  feasibility. 

Project  EAST  is  an  educational 
service  of  Mount  Olive  College 
which  provides  a  center  for 
regional  examination  of  the  peo- 
ple, places,  progress,  and  pros- 
pects of  eastern  North  Carolina. 

LECTURE  IS  FORMER 
PUPIL'S  TRIBUTE  TO 
MRS.  MARTIN 

by  Jannette  Pippin 
Staff  Writer 

The  first  Lorelle  F.  Martin 
Science  Lecture  was  held  Thurs- 
day, a  tribute  from  a  former 
Mount  Olive  College  student  to  his 
former  teacher  and  an 
acknowledgement  of  their  mutual 
love  for  science. 

Alumnus  Dr.  E.  Lee  Glover  of 
Washington,  DC,  sponsored  the 
lecture  to  honor  his  former 
teacher,  Mrs.  Martin,  who  served 
for  30  years  as  chair  of  the  Col- 
lege's science  department  and  is 
now  a  professor  emeritus.  The 
lecture  will  be  an  annual  event. 

Glover  said  that  during  his  days 
at  Mount  Olive  College  he  thought 
"they  had  everything"— a  science 


The  governor's  father,  James  B.  Hunt  Sr.,  is  shown  with  his  wife,  Pearl  Johnson  Hunt  (right), 
and  one  of  the  forum  speakers,  Nancy  R.  Stallings,  director  of  the  Global  TransPark,  Inc.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hunt  are  members  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Wilson  County. 
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lab  with  four  new  tables,  a  book- 
filled  library,  a  student  cafeteria, 
dorm  rooms,  a  bookstore,  and 
classrooms  all  in  one  building. 
Noting  the  soon-to-open  dining 
hall,  Glover  said  it  is  amazing  to 
see  how  the  College  has  grown  to  a 
new  campus  and  how  the  building 
which  held  "everything"  is  now  a 
downtown  campus.  But,  he  said, 
what  has  not  changed  is  Mrs. 
Martin,  who  he  describes  as  a 
"good  counselor  and  a  friend 
always  willing  to  help." 

As  a  former  student,  he 
remembers  her  enthusiasm  in  the 
classroom  and  commitment  to  all 
students.  As  a  professor  of  biology 
at  Montgomery  College  at 
Takoma  Park,  Maryland,  he 
recalls  her  style  of  teaching  and 
willingness  to  combine  duties  as  a 
teacher,  counselor,  and  friend. 

"As  I  think  back  and  look  at  all 
the  activity  at  the  College  and  how 
it  has  all  happened,  I  see  that  it's 
because  of  a  lot  of  hard  work  by 
people  who  have  believed  in  what 
they're  doing,"  he  said.  "Mrs. 
Martin  is  one  of  those  people.  I 
always  saw  a  person  who  arrived 
early  every  morning  with  a  hand- 
ful of  papers,  would  teach  class, 
attend  committee  meetings  in  the 
afternoon,  and  participate  in 
other  activities  after  that  ...  I 
look  back  at  all  she  has  done,  and 
I  see  what  teaching  is  about.  She's 
a  friend  of  everyone  and  has 
always  had  time  for  students." 

He  said  the  lecture  is  a  "thank- 
you"  for  all  that  she  has  done  for 
the  College  and  her  students. 

"It's  hard  to  measure  what  one 
person  has  done,  but  I  feel  we  can 
say  that  what  Mrs.  Martin  has 
done  is  truly  significant,"  he  said. 
"...  I'd  also  like  her  to  under- 
stand that  each  year  that  we  have 
this  (the  lecture),  it  is  our  way  of 
saying  that  we  appreciate  what 
you  have  done  for  the  College." 

In  his  address,  MOC  President 
W.  Burkette  Raper  said  the  lec- 
ture stems  from  one  of 
education's  greatest  relation- 
ships, that  of  a  teacher  and  a  stu- 
dent. 
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L.  B.  "Brownie"  Southerland,  Park  Chief  Ranger  at  Cliffs  of  the  Neuse  State  Park,  near  Seven 
Springs,  NC,  hugs  Lorelle  Martin  following  the  lecture.  Mrs.  Martin  taught  Southerland 
science  at  both  North  Duplin  High  School  and  Mount  Olive  College.  His  wife,  Suzanne 
Southerland,  is  shown  in  back  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


"I  can  think  of  no  greater 
tribute  of  a  pupil  to  his  teacher," 
he  said.  'What  we  see  here  tonight 
is  what  education  is  about.  A  col- 
lege is  not  ultimately  measured 
by  its  campus,  its  buildings,  or  its 
budget.  Rather,  it  is  measured  by 
its  teachers  and  their  relation- 
ships with  the  students.  A  college 
is  only  as  good  as  its  faculty. 
Lorelle  Martin  has  brought  ex- 
cellence to  Mount  Olive  College." 

Mrs.  Martin's  response  was 
true  to  her  character— a  giving 
one. 

"I'm  overwhelmed,"  she  said. 
"I  would  wish  for  you,  each  of 
you,  such  honors  as  have  been 
bestowed  on  me  tonight." 

She  was  also  quick  to  admit  that 
the  lecture  is  one  of  the  greatest 
compliments  she  has  received. 


"As  a  teacher,  one  of  the  best 
compliments  is  that  a  student 
goes  beyond  what  you've  done," 
she  said.  "Certainly  that's  what 
Lee  (Glover)  has  done.  Lee, 
you're  a  wonderful  person  and 
I'm  proud  of  you." 

To  close,  she  said  she  is  proud  to 
share  the  annual  event  with  her 
college  family.  She  said  her 
association  with  the  College  has 
been  a  special  one. 

"There's  no  possible  way  of  tell- 
ing each  of  you  what  you  mean  to 
me,"  she  said.  "It's  a  privilege 
being  part  of  a  special  place  with 
special  people." 

Courtesy  Jannette  Pippin,  Mount  Olive 
Tribune. 
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Shown  in  Rodgers  Chapel  following  the  first  annual  Lorelle  Martin  Science  Lecture  (from 
left):  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  McLawhorn  of  Ayden,  parents  of  the  speaker,  Janie  McLawhorn  Fouke, 
associate  professor  of  biomedical  engineering  at  Case  Western  Reserve  University  in  Ohio, 
Martin  lecturer;  Lorelle  F.  Martin,  who  served  as  chair  of  the  MOC  Science  Department  for  30 
years;  and  Dr.  E.  Lee  Glover  of  Washington,  DC,  sponsor  of  the  lecture. 


THE  LESSON  OF 
SERENDIPITY  AND  SCIENCE 
Is  Topic  of  First  Lorelle  Martin 
Lecture  at  MOC 

by  Jannette  Pippin 
Staff  Writer 

Into  every  scientific  study,  a  lit- 
tle serendipity  may  fall. 

Dr.  Janie  McLawhorn  Fouke 
said  on  Thursday  night,  April  8,  at 
Mount  Olive  College,  that  seren- 
dipity, or  chance,  plays  a  signifi- 
cant role  in  scientific  discovery. 
Dr.  Fouke,  associate  professor  of 
biomedical  engineering  at  Case 
Western  Reserve  University  in 
Ohio,  was  the  speaker  at  the  first 
Lorelle  F.  Martin  Science  Lec- 
ture. 

She  said,  "Serendipity,  or 
chance,  is  when  you  discover 
something  that  you  didn't  intend 
to  happen.  That's  a  big  part  of  my 
attitude  about  science  .  .  .  You  can 
take  chance  and  use  it  as  a  power- 
ful source  of  information  or  direc- 
tion in  scientific  studies." 

Dr.  Fouke  said  many  major 
scientific  discoveries  have 
resulted  due  to  chance  and  unex- 
pected data.  When  the  polio  vac- 
cine was  discovered,  she  said,  Dr. 
Jonas  Salk  was  actually  studying 
hepatitis.  More  recently,  she  said, 
a  new  chemotherapy  drug  was 
discovered  by  accident. 

"The  new  drug  taxol  comes 
from  the  Yew  tree,"  she  said. 
"Researchers  weren't  looking  for 
an  anti-cancer  agent.  They  had  a 
completely  different  use  in  mind, 
but  the  drug  is  now  being  used  in 
chemotherapy.  That's  an  impor- 
tant lesson." 

She  also  described  the  role 
serendipity  has  had  in  her  own  lab 
where  she  focuses  on  studies  of 
the  respiratory  system. 

When  a  colleague  came  to  her 
with  the  idea  that  the  airways  of 
asthmatics  may  become  cold  and 
stay  colder  in  cold  temperatures, 
making  breathing  more  difficult 
than  that  of  those  without  asthma, 
she  decided  to  participate  in  a 
study  to  test  the  hypothesis.  The 
data  collected  seemed  to  disprove 
the  theory,  but,  by  chance,  Dr. 


Fouke  happened  to  notice  some 
uncollected  information  that  has 
since  proved  useful  in  asthma 
research. 

"During  the  study,  the  numbers 
we  were  taking  down  didn't  show 
a  difference  in  airway 
temperature  between  asthmatic 
and  non-asthmatics,"  she  said. 
"But,  I  happened  to  go  into  the  lab 
during  a  time  which  I  wouldn't 
normally  be  there  and  I  noticed  a 
major  difference  between  the  two 
groups.  We  weren't  looking  for  it, 
but  that  data  has  become  useful 
information  in  asthma  research." 

Though  chance  findings  should 
be  recognized  and  taken  advan- 
tage of  when  they  happen,  chance 
should  not  be  a  driving  force  in 
science,  she  said. 

"No,  you  can't  wait  for  chance, 
but  if  chance  provides  you  with  an 
opportunity,  you  should  go  with 
it,"  she  said.  "Sometimes,  you  do 
learn  from  chance." 

Dr.  Fouke  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bill  McLawhorn  of 
Ayden.  Mr.  McLawhorn  is  a 
Mount  Olive  College  trustee. 

Courtesy  Jannette  Pippin,  Mount  Olive 
Tribune. 


MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
GRADUATE  BUDDY  JONES: 
NOT  THE 
"NORMAL  JOE  BLOW" 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

Buddy  Jones  of  Plymouth,  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1993, 
graduates  with  a  string  of  ac- 
complishments behind  him.  He  is 
a  Mount  Olive  College  Singer,  a 
visual  communication  major,  and 
secretary  of  his  senior  class,  to 
name  just  a  few  of  his  college  ac- 
tivities. Being  from  a  small  town 
and  a  small  high  school,  he  in- 
tended to  go  to  college  as  a  "nor- 
mal Joe  Blow  and  get  out."  But 
MOC  changed  all  that. 

"I  never  imagined  that  I'd  do  so 
many  things  I've  never  done 
before,"  he  says,  "and  the  places 
the  Singers  have  been— entertain- 
ing the  hostages  in  Washington, 
DC;  seeing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  only  50  feet  away 
from  us;  marching  in  Macy's 
Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  in  New 
York  City.  We've  been  to  Florida 
two  times  and  entertained  at  Walt 
Disney  World." 
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Jones  says  that  his  experiences 
have  helped  him  to  discipline 
himself  to  fit  into  his  surround- 
ings, an  ability  he  feels  will  serve 
him  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

"Meeting  more  people  you 
learn  different  things,"  he  says. 
"You  learn  different  cultures. 
You  learn  how  to  talk  to  a  variety 
of  people  and  how  they  live.  You 
build  your  communication  skills 
and  learn  to  do  your  thinking  on 
the  spot! " 

He  was  not  always  this  confi- 
dent and  well  remembers  his  feel- 
ings when  he  visited  the  Mount 
Olive  College  campus  for  the  first 
time. 

"I  was  raised  in  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church  (Plymouth,  First 
Church).  I'd  heard  about  the  Col- 
lege all  my  life,  but  that  first 
visit— I  was  scared,"  Jones  says. 
"What  impressed  me  when  I  went 
back  for  the  second  visit  was  that 
people  here  remembered  me.  I 
liked  it." 

Jones,  who  has  lived  with  his 
grandparents,  Ethel  and  Lewis 
Sullivan,  since  he  was  a  small 
child,  decided  to  pursue  a  degree 
in  one  of  Mount  Olive  College's 
newest  programs,  visual  com- 
munication. He  enrolled  in  the  fall 
of  1989. 

"We  were  the  second  class  in 
the  vis  com  program.  There  were 
only  13  of  us,"  Jones  remembers. 
"Today  vis  com  is  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  programs  at  the 
College,  with  30  to  40  majors." 

His  courses  included  graphic 
design  and  illustration, 
photography,  technical  writing, 
and  Macintosh  applications.  "It's 
different  from  anything  else  at  the 
College,"  he  says.  "In  visual  com- 
munication, creativity  flows 
mostly  within  your  own  bound- 
aries instead  of  someone 
else's— as  they  say  in  a  business 
program." 

The  College's  visual  com- 
munication department  provides 
a  Cooperative  Education  program 
so  that  its  students  experience 
"real  work"  situations  to  practice 
what   they've   learned   in  the 


classroom.  Jones  served  his  co-op 
hours  in  both  the  darkroom  and 
the  new  Macintosh  lab  in  the 
Henderson  Building. 

"Last  semester  I  processed  film 
and  made  prints  for  the  yearbook 
staff  and  the  Pubic  Information 
Office,"  he  says.  "Then  during 
spring  semester,  our  Design  III 
Class  (an  upper  level  course)  took 
on  a  special  project  from  outside 
the  College.  We  designed  the  1992 
Southern  Bank  of  Mount  Olive  an- 
nual report.  We're  excited  about 
the  report  because  people 
throughout  eastern  North 
Carolina  will  see  it. ' ' 

At  MOC,  Jones  also  serves  as 
vice  president  of  the  Design  and 
Communication  Club,  assistant 
director  and  sound  technician  for 
the  Singers,  and  a  member  of  the 
Student  Development  Committee. 


Buddy  Jones,  who  serves  as 
sound  technician  for  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Singers, 
monitors  his  equipment. 
Through  his  experiences  with 
the  Singers,  this  MOC  senior 
says  he  keeps  growing  with  the 
job  and  learns  "more  and  more 
about  sound  systems"  (photo 
by  Thomas  Johnson,  MOC 
Visual  Communication  Co-op). 


He  says  working  with  the  SGA  has 
been  a  valuable  experience. 

"I've  had  the  opportunity  to  be 
a  behind-the-scenes  leader,  a  sup- 
porter," he  says.  "In  doing  your 
job,  you  get  a  little  lead  into 
what's  going  on.  You  learn  to 
operate  as  a  group  instead  of  as  a 
single  person.  You  learn  to 
cooperate  in  a  larger  way." 

Following  graduation,  Jones 
plans  to  work  in  Raleigh  and  go  on 
to  pursue  a  masters  degree  in 
graphic  design.  "I  just  want  to 
thank  everybody  for  helping  me 
through,  for  the  patience  they've 
shown.  I  thank  God  for  the  oppor- 
tunities. 

"I'm  going  to  miss  it  here,"  he 
says,  "but  I  know  I'll  come  back 
to  visit,  to  ask  advice,  and  to 
remember." 


College  Hall  parking  lot  is  paved!— Spring  1993  brought  more  than  dogwood  blossoms,  daf- 
fodils, and  azaleas  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  beautiful  season  of  growth  also  brought 
pavers  to  the  College  campus.  With  the  grand  opening  of  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center,  MOC's  new  dining  hall-student  center  (which  is  adjacent  to  College  Hall),  the  paving 
of  the  parking  lot  is  especially  welcome.  The  parking  spaces  are  generously  wide  and  islands 
of  soil  were  left  open  for  the  planting  of  trees.  Not  only  is  the  parking  lot  functional,  it  also 
holds  the  promise  of  being  beautiful  (photo  by  Andy  Stroupe). 
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ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


THEME: 

REFLECTING  JESUS'  LOVE  IN  .  .  . 

May  14-16,  1993 


SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 


Friday,  May  14 

5:00  p.m.—    Registration,  College 
Hall 

5-7  p.m.—    Registration  of  Arts 

and  Crafts,  Room  202 
Registration,  Christian 
Writing,  Room  201 
7:30  p.m.—    Talent  Competition, 
College  Hall 

—  Last  year's  winners 

performing,  Devo- 
tions 

—  Student  Center  open  un- 

til 11  p.m. 

—  Friday  and  Saturday 

(refreshments  and 
games) 

11:00  p.m.—    Good  night;  everyone 
in  his/her  room 


11:15  p.m.—    Devotions  in  each 

dorm,  apartment  out- 
side, and  at  motel 


Saturday,  May  15 

7:30-8:30  a.m.—    Breakfast,  Downtown 
Campus 

8:30  a.m.—    Registration,  College 
Hall  for  new  arrivals 

9:00  a.m.—    General  assembly,  Col- 
lege Hall  everyone 

—  Devotions 

10:00  a.m.—    Competitions  begin 

—  Bible  Bowl  Finals, 

Chapel 

—  Lesson  Presentation, 

Henderson  Building, 
Room  113 


—  Public  Speaking, 

Henderson  Building, 
Room  209 

—  Arts  and  Crafts,  Col- 

lege Hall,  Room  202 


11:30-12:00— 


11:30-  1:00— 


1:30  p.m. 


3:00  p.m.- 


Choir  Practice,  College 
Hall 

Lunch,  cookout  by 
Men's  Dorm 

Bookstore  will  be  open 

General  assembly, 
everyone 

Devotions 

Business  session 

Special  program  by 
Special  Guest 

Recreation  time :  soft- 
ball,  tennis,  volley- 
ball, horseshoes 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


6:00  p.m.—    Banquet  and  Awards 

Program,  everyone  is 
invited  (no  shorts- 
casual  dress) 

—  Awards  program 

—  Devotions 

—  State  Youth  Choir 

—  Special  entertainment 

—  Presentation  of  Awards 

—  Free  Time 

—  Student  Center  open 

until  11 

11:00  p.m.—    Good  night;  everyone 
his/her  room 

11:45  p.m.—    Devotions— dorm, 

motel  or  apartment 

Sunday,  May  16 

8:00-  9:00 
8:00-  9:00  a.m.—  Breakfast 
10:00  a.m.—    Morning  Worship, 
Rodgers  Chapel 

—  State  Youth  Choir 

—  Reflections 

—  State  First  Place 

Winners 

—  Message 

11:30  a.m.—    Cleaning  and  check  out 

IF  YOU  ARE  NOT  PARTICIPATING  IN 
OR  WATCHING  A  COMPETITION, 
SOMETHING  SPECIAL  FOR  YOU 

FROM  10  to  11:15: 
9  and  Younger— Student  Center 
12  and  Older— College  Hall 

10  p.m.-l  p.m.  Friday  night 
YFAers  have  special  plans 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 

State  Convention  t-shirts  will  be 
sold. 

Cost  of  meals  provided  by 
Mount  Olive  College  Cafeteria 
will  be  $2.50  for  breakfast,  and 
$3.50  for  lunch. 

Cost  of  lodging  overnight  will  be 
$6  per  person  per  night. 

Guests  must  bring  their  own 
pillows,  blankets,  linens,  bath 
cloths,  towels,  soap,  money  for 
meals  and  snacks,  Bible, 
notebook  and  pencil,  and  casual 
clothes  for  the  weekend. 

Mount  Olive  College  bookstore 
will  be  open  on  Saturday. 

Rooms  will  be  assigned  in  the 
order  as  registration  forms  are 
received  (first  received,  first 
assigned). 

Money  for  lodging  should  be 
sent  with  a  $25  registration  fee 


(per  church)  by  May  1,  1993. 

Meal  tickets  must  be  purchased 
upon  arrival  on  Friday  night  from 
5  to  9. 

Banquet  information :  Tickets 
must  be  purchased  in  advance,  $4 
per  person  (BBQ,  turkey,  ham, 


slaw,  potatoes,  beans,  bread,  and 
drink  will  be  served).  There  will 
be  special  entertainment. 

All  1st  place  district  winners 

will  be  paid  for  by  the 
sponsor  of  their  competition. 
Everyone  is  encouraged  to  attend. 


STATE  YOUTH  CONVENTION 
Registration  Form 


Name  of  church 
Address  


Please  give  address  and  phone  number  of  person  we  may  contact  to  answer  questions 
about  your  group's  registration: 


Name 


Address 


Phone  number 


Names  of  adults  supervising  young  people  staying  overnight  at  the  Convention  (at  least  one 
adult  male  and  one  adult  female;  and  they  must  be  supervised  at  all  times!): 


Total  number  of  youth  and  adults  lodging  overnight. 

Friday  no.                ^  Total 

Males  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Males  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Females  (12  and  under)    x  $6 

Females  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Saturday 

Males  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Males  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Females  (12  and  under)    x  $6   

Females  (13  and  up)    x  $6   

Registration  fee  (per  church)  $25 

Money  for  meals   

Total  amount  enclosed   

Estimate  number  of  youth  and  adults  eating  meals  provided  by  MOC  cafeteria: 

Friday  Saturday  Sunday 

Breakfast  *   

Lunch  *    ; 

Supper  *    t 


(*No  meals  served  at  this  time) 
Registration  forms,  along  with  lodging  money  and  registration  fee,  should  be  sent  to: 

Martha  Parsons 
2317  Bayside  Drive 
Fayetteville,  NC  28306 
Phone:  (919)  486-4636 
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CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE  1993 


MORNING  STAR 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (AFC) 

FALL  LIMITED  EDITION 

April  16-18 

July  5-10 

October  11-14 

Teresa  Ball 

Doug  Skinner 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

817  Lynn  Road 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Durham,  NC  27703 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

JUNE  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY 

GENERAL  YOUTH  H 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  I 

June  7-12 

July  12-17 

October  15-17 

Teresa  Ball 

Chris  Singleton 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Box  162 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Beulaville,  NC  28518 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

MINISTER'S  CONFERENCE 

GENERAL  YOUTH  I 

CRAGMONT  CLUB  II 

June  14-17 

July  19-24 

October  22-24 

Philip  Boykin 

Bryant  Hines 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Route  5,  Box  177 

Box  266 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Dunn,  NC  28334 

Cove  City,  NC  28523 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 

CHRISTIAN  CADET 

YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  BIBLE 

CORNERSTONE 

June  21-26 

July  26-31 

November  26-28 

Gary  Bailey 

James  Gurganus 

Teresa  Ball 

112  Crosswinds  Drive 

Route  3,  Box  64 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

Newport,  NC  28570 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

YOUTH  FRONTIER  (YFA) 

AUGUST  WOMAN'S 

CHRISTMAS  LIMITED 

June  28— July  3 

AUXILIARY 

EDITION 

Scott  and  Janie  Sowers 

August  2-7 

December  2-5 

Route  1,  Box  106-B 

Teresa  Ball 

Cragmont  Assembly 

Farmville,  NC  27828 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

1233  North  Fork  Road 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
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SUMMER  WOMEN'S  CONFERENCE 
Cragmont  Assembly 


DATES:  1993  Summer  Women's  Conferences 
June  Women's  Conference 
Speaker:  Rudene  Kennedy 
June  7-12,  1993 


August  Women's  Conference 
Speaker:  Jean  Ackiss 
August  2-7,  1993 


COST- 


$130  Total 
20  Deposit  (Registration  Fee) 


$110  Due  on  Arrival 
(Make  checks  payable  to  CRAGMONT  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE) 
Mail  registration  fee  and  form  to: 

Mrs.  Teresa  Ball 

Route  1,  Box  96-B 

Grifton,  NC  28530 

Phone,  (919)  524-4677 
If  you  have  questions,  contact: 

Mrs.  Donna  Holland 

3069 -NC  581  North 

Fremont,  NC  27830 

Phone,  (919)  242-5216 


Becky  Jo  Sumner 
Route  4,  Box  410 
Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
Phone,  (919)  332-6810 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
Cragmont  Woman's  Summer  Conferences 

Circle  the  1993  Summer  Conference  you  wish  to  attend. 

June  Women's  Conference  August  Women's  Conference 

June  7-12, 1993  August  2-7, 1993 


Name   

Address   

Phone  Church   

Circle  room  preference:  Main  Building   Motel   Girl's  Dorm  Other  

If,  due  to  health  reasons,  you  require  downstairs  accommodations  please  check  here 
List  names  of  those  with  whom  you  would  like  to  room   


May  1993 
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TO:  ALL  MINISTERS  OF  THE  CONVENTION  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association  wishes  to  invite  you  to  come  be  with  us  at 
Cragmont  Assembly  on  June  14-17, 1993.  This  is  our  annual  Ministers'  Conference  and  we  would  like  for  you  to  at- 
tend. If  you  plan  to  attend,  please  fill  in  the  pre-registration  form  below.  The  cost  of  pre-registration  will  be  $25. 
This  money  will  cover  your  membership  in  the  Association  and  your  picture  of  the  week. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  NORTH  CAROLINA  MINISTERIAL  ASSOCIATION  and  mail  to: 

Phillip  Boykin 
Route  5,  Box  177 
Dunn,  NC  28334 

Please  return  this  form  by  June  1,  1993. 


PRE-REGISTRATION  FOR  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE 
JUNE  14-17,  1993 

Name   Phone   

Address  Zip   

Please  indicate  your  building  preference.  Rooms  will  be  assigned  on  a  first  come,  first  serve  basis! 

Main  Building  Motel  Floyd  House  Dorm  I  will  be  staying  off  campus 

Do  you  have  any  existing  health  problems  that  would  prevent  you  from  being  on  the  second  floor?  Yes  No  

Please  indicate  those  with  whom  you  wish  to  room  if  you  stay  in  the  Main  Building  or  in  the  Motel: 


Please  note:  All  ministers'  wives  who  stay  on  campus  will  room  in  the  dorm  behind  the  dining  hall.  Check  here  if  your  wife  will  be 

with  you. 

If  you  are  unable  to  attend  our  Conference  this  year  and  wish  to  join  our  Ministerial  Association  or  renew  your  membership,  please  send  $12 
membership  dues  to:  Phillip  Boykin,  Route  5,  Box  177,  Dunn,  NC  28334. 


TO  ALL  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists would  like  to  suggest  that  you  sponsor  your  pastor's  stay  at  Cragmont  for  the  week  of  June  14-17. 
This  week  is  our  yearly  meeting  of  the  ministers'  conference  at  Cragmont.  We  know  that  many 
churches  are  in  the  process  of  working  with  their  budget  for  next  year,  so  we  would  suggest  that  it 
become  a  yearly  budget  item  of  $200  for  your  pastor.  If  your  church  is  already  budgeting  this  and  it  is 
less  than  $200,  please  consider  an  increase.  If  you  are  budgeting  more  than  this  figure,  we  thank  you  for 
your  consideration  of  your  pastor  and  his  family.  If  this  June  is  too  late  for  this  year's  budget,  please 
consider  this  now  and  budget  this  for  the  years  to  come. 

Our  week  at  Cragmont  is  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  year  for  our  ministers.  Our  week  is  full  of 
classes  and  worship  by  many  of  our  Free  Will  Baptist  leaders,  so  we  as  the  Executive  Committee 
highly  encourage  each  church  to  sponsor  its  pastor.  If  the  committee  can  be  of  any  help  to  your  church 
or  answer  any  questions  you  may  have,  please  feel  free  to  contact  us. 

In  Christ's  service, 
Philip  Boykin,  Secretary 
Ray  Wells,  President 
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YFA  WEEK 
June  28-July  3 


There  will  be:      LI  Lots  of  young  people. 

iselors  who  care.  Bible  studies,  dorm  devotions,  vespers. 


Music,  new  friends,  and  more  than  we  have 
room  to  describe! 


YFAers  will  soon  be  traveling  to  Cragmont  Assembly  to  attend  the  1993  Youth  Frontier  Conference.  Youth 
Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week  is  unique  because  it  is  the  only  youth  encampment  at  Cragmont  planned  for 
just  teenagers.  This  encampment  is  a  time  of  fun  and  fellowship,  a  time  of  soul-searching  and  inspiration.  This 
year's  encampment  is  scheduled  for  June  28-July  3.  Activities  planned  include  a  trip  to  Carowinds. 

Our  DiscipleNow  theme  will  feature  concentrated  Bible  study  and  an  emphasis  on  discipleship,  recrea- 
tion, missions/evangelism,  and  much  more.  The  1993  YFA  encampment  will  be  a  discipleship  event  with  the 
purpose  of  beginning  or  continuing  the  process  of  discipleship  development  in  the  lives  of  youth. 

To  make  sure  that  you  are  among  those  attending  YFA  Week,  please  mail  the  application  below  soon! 
Send  the  application  with  a  $55  registration  fee.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent 
when  your  registration  fee  is  received.  The  total  cost  of  the  week  is  $155. 


Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week. 


APPLICATION 


Name   

Address   

City/Town   

State  Zip 


Send  application  to:  Scott  and  Janie  Sowers,  Directors,  Route  1,  Box  106-B,  Farmville,  NC  27828. 
May  1993 
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AFC  CONFERENCE 
July  5-10,  1993 

Serving  Youth  Ages  8-12 
Cost  per  Camper:  $155 

Theme:  "To  Know  Him,  to  Love  Him,  to  Serve  Him"  (AFC  Motto) 

Learn  how  to  be  a  good  Ambassador  For  Christ 
at  home,  at  school,  at  play  .  .  .  and  still  have  fun! 

To  register  for  AFC  Conference,  complete  this  information: 


Name  

Address  

Phone   

Age  

Sex  

Name  of  Church 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


DOES  IT  SOMETIMES  SEEM 
AS  IF  YOUR  LIFE  IS  ON  A 
WRONG  ROAD  AND  YOU 
ARE  GETTING  NO  WHERE 

FAST?  ^  ^ 


It  will  not  be  long  before  it  is  time  to  load  up  the  buses  and  head  for  Cragmont.  We 
are  looking  forward  to  another  great  week  for  GYC  II  this  year.  We  hope  that  each 
of  you  is  making  plans  to  join  us  for  a  wonderful  week  of  Bible  study,  worship, 
fellowship,  and  good  times  in  the  high  country!  In  addition  to  all  of  the  fun  on 
campus,  we  will  be  going  to  DOLLYWOOD  for  our  trip.  The  cost  for  the  entire 
week  will  be  just  $160  and  that  includes  a  special  GYC  II  shirt. 

Return  to:  Chris  Singleton 

Box  162,  Beulaville,  NC  28518 
Phone  919-298-3520 


You  can  find 
NEW  DIRECTIONS  at 
CRAGMONT  during  GYC  II 
July  12-17,  1993 


Name 


Sex 


Address 


Church 


Shirt  Size 


Phone 


Age 


Birthday 
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Camp  Vandemere  Silver  Anniversary 
25  Years  of  Serving  Free  Will  Baptists  and  Christ 
1968-1993 

1993  SUMMER  SCHEDULE 


June  14-18  Women's  Week 
Mrs.  Happy  Taylor,  Director 
Route  2,  Box  187 
Deep  Run,  NC  28525 
Phone:  (919)  523-9644 


Mrs.  Cathy  Crumpler,  Co-Director 
Route  2,  Box  293-A 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 
Phone:  (919)  568-3758 


Mrs.  Judy  Kennedy,  Registrar 
Route  2,  Box  224 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28572 
Phone:  (919)  298-4311 


June  21-25  The  Rev.  Joe  Radcliff,  Director 

Box  487 

Fremont,  NC  27830 
Phone:  (919)  242-5359 


July  5-9 


Jason  Modlin,  Director 
Route  1,  Box  188 
Pinetown,  NC  27865 
Phone:  (919)  964-4110 


The  Rev.  Richard  Holmes,  Co-Director 
Route  2,  Box  1970 
Belhaven,  NC  27810 
Phone:  (919)  964-4402 


July  12-16 


July  19-23 


July  26-30 


Mrs.  Eva  Mae  Clark,  Director 
465  Half  Moon  Road 
New  Bern,  NC  28560 
Phone:  (919)  637-5346 

The  Rev.  Tony  Parrish,  Director 
Route  3,  Box  934 
Dunn,  NC  28334 
Phone:  (919)  897-7355 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck,  Director 
108  Hope  Lodge  Street 
Tarboro,  NC  27886 
Phone:  (919)  823-3964 


August  9-13  The  Rev.  David  Vesper,  Director 

1866  Highway  24- East 
Newport,  NC  28570 
Phone:  (919)  726-3051 


For  applications  contact  director  in  charge  of  desired  week.  For  other  information  contact: 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 
Route  2,  Box  332-D 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28672 
Phone:  (919)  298-5885 

The  camp  has  facilities  for  mobile  campers  and  tents.  Units  are  under  construction  for  family 
groups! 
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We  encourage  everyone  to  watch  for  special  events  celebrating  our  Silver  Anniversary  and 
join  with  us  in  this  year  of  special  activities. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 
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Color  in  the  squares  that  answer  each  question  to  find  what  Jesus  offers  us. 

1.  Age  of  Jesus  when  He  died  on  the  Cross. 

2.  Answer  to  number  1,  plus  20. 

3.  Number  of  days  in  a  week. 

4.  Number  of  days  God  took  to  create  the  world. 

5.  Width  of  the  ark,  plus  1  (Genesis  6:15). 

6.  Jesus'  disciples,  minus  1. 

7.  44  +  44. 

8.  Number  of  books  in  the  Bible. 

9.  Number  of  years  woman  had  issue  of  blood,  plus  20  (Matthew  9:20). 

10.  Number  of  verses  in  Matthew  9. 

11.  Number  of  months  in  3  years. 

12.  There  are  1  verses  in  Psalm  119. 

 in  our  lives. 


13 
14 
15 


Jesus  should  be  number 


Age  of  Joseph  when  his  brothers  sold  him  into  slavery  (Genesis  37:2), 
(Color  the  bottom  half  of  this  block— EL)  6  dimes  and  2  pennies. 

16.  Number  of  letters  in  REDEEMER. 

17.  Number  of  words  in  Psalm  23:4,  5. 

18.  Number  under  46. 

19.  (Color  top  half  of  this  block— E3 .)  7  tens  and  7  ones. 

20.  Height  of  Noah's  ark,  plus  1  (Genesis  6:15). 

21.  This  number. 

22.  (Color  top  half  of  this  block— Tribes  of  Israel,  plus  60. 

23.  3  quarters,  1  nickel,  and  1  penny. 

24.  8  tens  and  7  ones. 

25.  1  less  than  87. 

26.  Number  of  verses  in  Matthew  26  turned  backwards. 

27.  10  more  than  61. 

28.  Number  of  verses  in  Daniel  4. 

29.  (Color  bottom  half  of  this  block—  El.)  2  more  than  56. 

30.  Number  of  verses  in  Psalm  132. 

31.  Value  of  a  quarter  backwards. 

32.  Number  of  days  Jesus  was  tempted  of  the  devil,  plus  9  (Luke  4:2). 


May  1993 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

JOINT  MEETING 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  of- 
fice is  stated  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  "Qualifications 
and  Requirements  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Administrator,"  as 
follows:  "The  purpose  of  this  posi- 
tion shall  be  to  provide  a  principle 
administrator  for  the  Convention 
and  Executive  Committee  and  the 
establishment  of  an  office  for  the 
purpose  of  general  public  rela- 
tions within  and  without  the 
denomination  relative  to  the  en- 
tire program  of  the  Convention." 

More  specifically,  in  reference 
to  planning  and  coordination,  the 
responsibilities  include:  "...  the 
coordination  of  the  activities, 
policies,  and  procedures  of  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  and 
committees  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  the  Convention.  In 
this  role,  he  is  to  serve  as  a 
consultant  and  keep  himself 
properly  informed  as  to  the  pro- 
gram, procedures,  and  policies 
being  followed  in  the  various 
boards,  commissions,  and  com- 
mittees and  suggest  ways  in 
which  these  may  be  kept  consis- 
tent with  the  overall  coordination 
and  assignments  of  the  Conven- 
tion and  Executive  Committee. 
The  Executive  Administrator 
shall  offer  suggested  goals,  plans, 
direction,  and  programs  to  the 
various  boards,  including  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  to  centralize 
our  goals  and  strengthen  our 
structure  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

In  an  effort  to  fulfill  this  pur- 
pose and  responsibility,  joint 
meetings  have  been  held  each 
year  with  the  denominational 
leaders.  The  outcome  of  these 
meetings  has  been  positive  and 
has  produced  two  ministry  slide 
programs  depicting  each  of  the 
Convention's  ministries,  as  well 
as  several  other  promotional 
pieces.  One  of  the  main  goals  of 
these  joint  meetings  has  been  to 
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President  Scott  Sowers  presides  over  the 
meeting. 

seek  ways  to  reduce  repetition 
and  to  better  coordinate  the 
ministry  reports  in  our  various 
conferences  and  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  district  conventions. 
Many  of  the  same  people  who  at- 
tend these  meetings  also  attend 
our  Convention  in  September  of 
each  year.  To  hear  the  same 
reports  is  somewhat  repetitious. 
It  has  quite  often  been  pointed  out 
to  me  that  the  purpose  of  written 
reports  is  to  cut  down  on  lengthy 
oral  reports. 

This  year's  joint  meeting  was 
held  on  March  22  at  Marlboro 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Those 
invited  to  this  meeting  included 
the  conference  moderators,  the 
Woman's  Auxiliary  district 
presidents,   the  ministry  direc- 


tors, and  the  convention  officers. 
All  of  the  Convention  officers 
were  present  which  included: 
President  Scott  Sowers,  Vice 
President  Ray  Wells,  Recording 
Secretary  Bruce  Dudley, 
Treasurer  Leon  Harris,  and  the 
Executive  Administrator.  Con- 
ference moderators  present 
were:  the  Rev.  Leon  Grubbs,  Cen- 
tral Conference;  the  Rev.  William 
J.  Godwin,  Pee  Dee  Association; 
the  Rev.  Robert  May,  Albemarle 
Conference;  the  Rev.  Adrian 
Grubbs,  Eastern  Conference. 
District  Woman's  Auxiliary 
presidents  attending  were:  Mrs. 
Ruth  Taylor,  Central  District; 
Mrs.  Jean  Marlowe,  Western 
District;  Mrs.  Happy  Taylor, 
Eastern  District;  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Jernigan,  State  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary President.  Ministry  direc- 
tors present  were:  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  Foreign  Missions; 
the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism;  Dr. 
Bobby  Taylor,  Children's  Home; 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  Dr.  David 
Hines,  Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss,  Mount 
Olive  College;  the  Rev.  Walter 
Reynolds,  Church  Finance 
Association;  Mr.  Cliff  Gray,  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation; 
the  Rev.  Walter  Sutton,  Retire- 
ment Homes;  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  Fader,  Minister's  Pro- 
gram. 


Everyone  seems  intent  in  the  discussion  at  the  Joint  Meeting. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Fellowship  was  evident  among  these  women  and  Mr.  Reynolds. 


The  meeting  was  both  positive 
and  constructive,  with  discussion 
centering  around  a  more  focused 
approach  to  the  assimilation  and 
distribution  of  information  to  our 
people  pertaining  to  the  work  of 
our  ministries  and  Convention.  It 
was  commonly  agreed  that 
ministry  reports  should  be 
directed  by  the  Executive  Ad- 
ministrator, which  will  be  finally 
determined  in  meetings  with  the 
moderators  and  woman's  auxili- 
ary district  presidents.  In  the 
afternoon    session   with  the 


ministry  directors,  some  discus- 
sion centered  around  the  publica- 
tion of  a  report  book  that  would  be 
made  available  to  our  pastors  and 
laity.  Again,  this  discussion  was 
not  conclusive  and  will  be 
finalized  later. 

We  wish  to  say  "thanks"  to  all 
who  attended  this  joint  meeting. 
We  realize  that  we  all  are  working 
for  the  same  Lord,  and  we  are 
serving  the  same  denomination. 
And  for  this  we  are  thankful  to  the 
One  who  has  called  us  into  this 
ministry. 
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LEAGUE  CONVENTION 


If  you  missed  the  1993  State 
League  Convention,  you  missed  a 
special  treat.  The  convention 
met  at  Hickory  Chapel  Church, 
near  Ahoskie,  on  Saturday,  March 
13.  What  we  might  have  lacked  in 
numbers  we  more  than  made  up 
for  in  spirit!  The  League  Conven- 
tion proves  that  conventions  don't 
have  to  be  dull  and  drab.  March  13 
was  a  day  filled  with  music, 
laughter,  and  enrichment.  The 
day  was  a  step  out  of  the  ordinary. 
From  the  opening  choruses  led  by 
Dianne  Riley  to  the  message  by 
the  Rev.  Glenn  Mills,  it  was  a 
wonderful  day  in  the  Lord.  A 
special  moment  for  all  was  the  an- 
nouncement of  Sword  Drill  win- 
ners. Clair  Taylor  from  Hickory 
Chapel  won  first  place.  Sherry 
Owens  from  Aspen  Grove  took 
second  place.  Third  place  was 
won  by  Joe  Slaughter,  Hickory 
Chapel;  and  fourth  was  won  by 
Ashley  Hobbs,  Aspen  Grove. 

I  am  saddened  when  people  say 
the  League  has  outlived  its 
usefulness.  The  League  is  a  very 
adaptable  program.  It  can  be 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  your 
church  for  training  its  youth  to  be 
church  leaders  and  workers.  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  League  is  alive 
and  well  and  waiting  to  serve. 
Give  us  a  chance!  If  you  have 
questions,  need  information,  or 
want  to  study  for  the  Sword  Drill 
contact: 

Becky  Jo  Sumner 
Route  4,  Box  410 
Ahoskie,  NC  27910 
Phone,  (919)  332-6810 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
June  12,  1993 


All  sessions  on  Saturday  will  be 
at  Eagles  Nest.  If  you  plan  to  stay 
overnight  at  Eagles  Nest,  bring 
your  sleeping  bag  and  whatever 
else  you  will  need.  Bring  your  Bible 
with  you.  You  will  need  it  on  Satur- 
day. 


It  is  for  freedom  that  Christ  has  set  us  free.  Stand  fast 
.  .  .  (Galatians  5:1). 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
and 

EAGLES  NEST 
THEME:  "In  Christ:  Liberty— Justice— Freedom" 


Friday,  June  11 

6:00  p.m. 

Saturday,  June  12 

9:00-  9:30  a.m. 

9:30-10:15  a.m. 
10:15-10:45  a.m. 
10:45-11:30  a.m. 
11:30  a.m.-  1:00  p.m. 

1:00-  1:45  p.m. 

1:45-  2:15  p.m. 

2:15-  2:45  p.m. 

2:45-  3:30  p.m. 
3:30  p.m. 


Fellowship  and  Sharing  Time 


Fellowship  Time 
"Liberty  in  Christ" 
Recreation  and  Fellowship 
"Justice  in  Christ" 
Lunch  and  Recreation 
"Freedom  in  Christ" 
Recreation 

Prayer  and  Meditation 
Sharing  Time 
Benediction 


The  Rev.  Howard  Starling 
The  Rev.  David  Parrish 
The  Rev.  Al  Markuson 


Recommended  Reading:  Love  Not  the  World  (paperback)  by  Watchman  Nee.  (This  book  may 
be  ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press.) 


REGISTRATION  FOR  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT 
June  12,  1993 

Each  person  planning  to  attend  the  retreat  is  requested  to  complete  and 
return  this  form  by  June  1. 

Make  checks  for  overnight  accommodations  payable  to  the  State 
Layman's  League. 


Name. 


Address. 
City  


Check  appropriate  blanks: 


I  plan  to  attend  the  retreat  at  Eagles 
Nest  on  June  12. 


Zip_ 


Church 


Conference 


Home  Telephone 
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I  plan  to  stay  at  Eagles  Nest  Friday 
night,  June  11.  ($5) 

Please  return  this  form  to: 
Mr.  Roney  Bunn 
Route  3,  Box  189 
Kenly,  NC  27542 


Dear  Laymen, 

On  May  15,  at  6  p.m.,  the 
Layman's  League  will  be 
catering  a  banquet  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Youth 
Convention  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  The  meal  will  con- 
sist of  BBQ  turkey,  string 
beans,  potatoes,  slaw, 
cranberry  sauce,  corn 
bread,  and  soft  drinks. 

As  you  can  see,  this  is  a 
tremendous  undertaking. 
But,  it  is  for  a  good 
cause— to  help  our  young 
people  and  to  promote  the 
work  of  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

Men,  we  need  your  help! 
Can  you  help  us?  We  are 
going  to  start  fixing  this 
meal  at  Elmer  Harrell's 
office,  on  Southeast  Third 
Street,  in  Snow  Hill,  at  10 
a.m.,  and  transport  this 
meal  to  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege. If  you  can  help, 
please  contact  Elmer  Har- 
rell  at  747-2894.  If  you 
would  like  to  make  a  dona- 
tion, please  contact  Roney 
Bunn  (237-4428). 

Thank  you,  men! 
Remember,  God  loves  a 
cheerful  giver  and  will 
bless  every  art  of  kindness 
toward  His  work  and  His 
children. 

And  remember,  the 
Layman's  League  is  spon- 
soring the  Christian 
Writing  competition  at  the 
Youth  Convention  this 
year.  We  would  like  to 
thank  everyone  who  has 
helped  in  this  worthy  proj- 
ect, too. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Jesus  said  unto  the  church  at  Laodicea:  "I  know  thy  works,  that 
thou  art  neither  cold  nor  hot:  I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.  So  then 
because  thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spue 
thee  out  of  my  mouth"  (Revelation  3:15-16). 

Laymen,  are  we  pleasing  God? 
Come  to  Howell  Swamp  Church, 


Items  to  be  discussed  that  night: 

Youth  Convention  Supper  (May  15) 

Christian  Writing  Competition 

Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Eagles  Nest,  June  11-12 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

May  6— Layman's  League  Executive  Board  and  Promotional 
Committee,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

May  7— State  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Howell  Swamp 
Church  (near  Walstonburg,  NC,  at  the  intersection  of  state 
roads  1225  and  1249  just  off  Highway  91);  supper,  7  p.m.; 
business,  8  p.m. 

May  15— State  Youth  Convention,  Mount  Olive  College,  supper  to 
be  catered  by  Layman's  League,  6  p.m.  (If  you  would  like  to 
help,  please  contact  State  President  Elmer  Harrell 
[747-2894] .  If  you  would  like  to  make  a  donation  toward  this 
project,  contact  State  Treasurer  Roney  Bunn,  7655  Leonard 
Road,  Kenly,  NC  27542;  phone,  237-4428.) 

May  24— Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League,  Wintergreen 
Church  (Craven  County,  Wintergreen  Road,  near  Cove 
City);  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 

June  11-12— Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Eagles 
Nest  Conference  Center,  Mount  Olive,  9  a.m.— 4  p.m.  (Satur- 
day). 

June— Albemarle  Conference  Layman's  League,  Sound  Side 
Church  (Tyrrell  County,  Route  2,  Columbia,  NC) ;  date  and 
time  to  be  announced  later. 


CELEBRATE! 
CELEBRATE! 
CELEBRATE! 

During  1993-94,  Camp 
Vandemere  will  be 
celebrating  its  25th  an- 
niversary. The  kick-off  for 
this  year  of  celebration 
will  be  held  during  the 
Eastern  Conference, 
Thursday,  October  21, 
1993,  and  will  conclude  at 
the  Conference  in  October, 
1994. 

Silver  Contribution/ 
Our  Goal  $25,000 

Churches,  Sunday 
School  classes,  auxi- 
liaries, youth  organiza- 
tions, Layman's  League, 
and  individuals  (youth  and 
adults)  are  encouraged  to 
fill  bags  with  silver  coins 
and  present  them  to  Camp 
Vandemere  at  the  Eastern 
Conference  on  Thursday, 
October  21,  1993,  to 
celebrate  our  25th  An- 
niversary, providing  the 
funds  to  complete  our  new 
cottage. 


Help  to  Brighten  our  Light 
for  Showing  Forth  the  Truth! 


Vtay  1993 
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JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

JUDGE  OKs  TRACTS 

A  Dallas  school's  effort  to  pro- 
hibit students  from  handing  out 
religious  tracts  was  ruled  un- 
constitutional by  U.S.  District 
Court  Judge  Robert  B.  Maloney. 
He  said  that  officials  at  Skyline 
High  School  had  failed  to  establish 
that  the  distribution  of  tracts 
caused  a  "material  and  substan- 
tial disruption"  of  school  ac- 
tivities. The  literature  was 
handed  to  students  exiting  buses 
before  school  began.  "The  con- 
duct the  students  were  engaging 
in  was  totally  voluntary"  during 
their  free  time,  said  Charles  Bun- 
dren,  a  Rutherford  Institute  at- 
torney who  handled  the  case. 
"The  so-called  'separation  of 
church  and  state*  argument 
school  officials  tried  to  use  has 
nothing  to  do  with  student- 
initiated  religious  speech  in  the 
schools,"  he  said. 

NIRR 

ATHEIST  LEADERS  KEEP 
BIBLE  IN  SCHOOL 

Atheist  leaders  in  Minnesota 
sided  against  one  of  their  own  and 
with  Christians  in  urging  the 
school  board  of  Brooklyn  Center, 
a  Brooklyn  suburb,  to  keep  the  Bi- 
ble on  school  bookshelves. 
Last  July,  a  petition  had  been 
filed  by  an  atheist  seeking  to  ban 
the  Bible  from  area  public 
schools,  alleging  it  is  full  of 
obscene  and  offensive  passages. 
Jay  Sekulow,  a  First  Amendment 
Lawyer  with  the  American  Center 
for  Law  and  Justice,  stated  that 
the  Bible  "is  worthy  of  study  for 
its  literary  and  historic  qualities. 
He  added  students  "have  not  only 
the  desire  to  see  the  Bible  in  the 
school  library,  they  have  a  con- 
stitutional right." 

Steven  Petersen,  co-chair  of 
Minnesota  Atheists,  said  he  and 
others  opposed  the  Bible  banning 
petition  on  anti-censorship 
grounds.  "People  should  be  free 
to  read  the  Bible,"  he  told  a 
reporter. 
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CLINTON  AND 
HOMOSEXUALS  FORM 
POLITICAL  PARTNERSHD? 

Representatives  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
described  the  1992  presidential 
election  as  a  "rite  of  passage"  for 
homosexuals,  "from  social  pariah 
to  political  partner." 

Homosexuals  and  their  sup- 
porters gave  more  than  $2.5 
million  and  it  is  estimated  74%  of 
their  votes  went  to  the  Clinton- 
Gore  ticket,  analysts  said. 


CHILDREN  TAKE 
DIVORCE  HARD 

Children  never  really  get  over 
the  divorce  of  their  mom  and  dad, 
according  to  Pennsylvania  State 
University  researcher  and  author 
Thomas  Benner.  Contrary  to 
popular  belief,  divorce  has  a 
lifelong  impact  on  the  children  in 
a  family.  "It  does  not  mean  that 
children  of  divorce  go  through  life 
flawed,"  he  says,  "but  it  means 
that  a  piece  of  them  is  still  trying 
to  resolve  the  trauma  of  their 
parents'  divorce." 

Toronto  Star 

"HOW-TO-KILL" 
FOR  CHILDREN 

Parents  in  Billerica, 
Massachusetts,  are  up  in  arms 
over  a  grade  school  student's 
newspaper  article  describing  "15 
Ways  to  Kill  Your  Sister."  The 
teacher  of  the  children  considers 
it  "fourth  and  fifth-grade  humor." 

"There's  enough  violence  in 
kids'  lives  without  the  school  con- 


doning this  as  literature,"  said  the 
mother  of  a  first- grader  at  the 
school  where  the  paper  is  dis- 
tributed. 

The  article,  written  by  a  fourth 
grade  boy,  included  such  methods 
as  setting  a  sister  on  fire,  hacking 
her  with  an  axe,  and  dropping  her 
off  the  top  of  a  building. 

"This  exhibited  poor  judgment; 
and  while  I  don't  think  there  was 
malice  aforethought,  it  should  not 
have  been  put  in  the  paper,"  said 
School  Superintendent  Robert 
Calabrese. 

Associated  Press 

PORNOGRAPHY  USED  AS 
CROWD  CONTROL 

Crowd  control  at  rock  n'  roll 
shows  in  Seattle  now  includes  pro- 
jections of  topless  women  in  the 
crowd  on  concert  video  screens. 

That  was  part  of  police  opera- 
tion orders  issued  before  a  con- 
cert at  the  Kingdome  by  rock 
bands  Guns  N'Roses  and 
Metallica.  Officers  were  told  that 
promoters  would  project  images 
of  bare  breasts  on  the  screens  to 
counter  rowdy  behavior  among 
the  40,000  fans  in  the  dome. 

The  orders  said,  in  part, 
"Females  will  be  boosted  onto  the 
shoulders  of  companions,  where 
they  will  expose  their  breasts  to  a 
camera  that  projects  the  images 
on  the  screens  to  counter  rowdy 
behavior  among  the  40,000  fans  in 
the  dome.  This  form  of  entertain- 
ment has  served  to  keep  the 
crowd  in  check." 

Tampa  Tribune 


May  is  Children's  Home  Month 


Box  249 
Middlesex,  NC  27557 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


CHARMS 


We  pray  for  children 
Who   put   chocolate  fingers 

everywhere, 
Who  like  to  be  tickled, 
Who  stomp  in  puddles  and  ruin 

their  new  pants. 
Who   sneak   Popsicles  before 

supper, 

Who  erase  holes  in  math  work- 
books, 

Who  can  never  find  their  shoes. 

And  we  pray  for  those 
Who  stare  at  photographs  from 

behind  barbed  wire, 
Who   can't   bound   down  the 

street   in   a   new   pair  of 

sneakers, 
Who  never  "counted  potatoes," 
Who  are  born  in  places  we 

wouldn't  be  caught  dead, 
Who  never  go  to  the  circus, 
Who  live  in  an  x- rated  world. 

We  pray  for  children 

Who  bring  us  sticky  kisses  and 
fistfuls  of  dandelions, 

Who  sleep  with  the  dog  and  bury 
goldfish, 

Who  hug  us  in  a  hurry  and  for- 
get their  lunch  money, 

Who  cover  themselves  with 
Band-aids  and  sing  off-key, 

Who  squeeze  toothpaste  all  over 
the  sink, 

Who  slurp  their  soup. 

And  we  pray  for  those 

IWho  never  get  dessert, 
Who  have  no  safe  blanket  to 

drag  behind  them, 
Who  watch  their  parents  watch 

them  die, 
Who  can't  find  any  bread  to 
steal, 

Who  don't  have  any  rooms  to 
clean  up, 

Whose  pictures  aren't  on  any- 
body's dresser, 


by  Mary  Dudley 

In  the  April  issue,  we  made  mention  of  the  fact  that  the  church  must 
have  a  clear  stated  objective  or  mission  for  Christian  nurture.  Prayer 
should  be  uppermost  in  that  mission.  In  this  ever-changing  society,  our 
children  deserve  the  best  of  our  thoughts,  cares,  and  concerns  as  we 
design  programs  for  Christian  nurture.  The  following  poem  by  Ina 
Hughs  gives  us  a  clear  insight  as  to  the  content  of  our  prayers  for 
children  today. 


Whose  monsters  are  real. 

We  pray  for  children 

Who  spend  all  their  allowance 
before  Tuesday, 

Who  throw  tantrums  in  the  gro- 
cery store 

And  pick  at  their  food, 

Who  like  ghost  stories, 

Who  shove  dirty  clothes  under 
the  bed  and  never  rinse  out 
the  tub, 

Who  get  visits  from  the  tooth 
fairy, 

Who  don't  like  to  be  kissed  in 

front  of  the  carpool, 
Who   squirm   in   church  and 

scream  on  the  phone, 
Whose   tears   we  sometimes 

laugh  at  and  whose  smiles  can 

make  us  cry. 


May  Activities 

1.  Develop  a  mural  of  drawings 
or  photographs  depicting  the 
history  of  your  church.  Let  some 
students  write  about  each  picture 
panel. 

2.  Make  puppets  of  any  Bible 
story.  A  Sunday  School  class 
could  take  the  puppet  show  to  a 
"shut-in." 

3.  Make  a  television  show  of  a 
Sunday  School  lesson  or  Bible 
story.  Share  with  a  sick  member 
or  a  "shut-in"  friend. 


And  we  pray  for  those 
Whose  nightmares  come  in  the 

daytime, 
Who  will  eat  anything, 
Who  have  never  seen  a  dentist, 
Who  aren't  spoiled  by  anybody, 
Who  go  to  bed  hungry  and  cry 

themselves  to  sleep, 
Who  live  and  move,  but  have  no 

being. 

We  pray  for  children  who  want  to 
be  carried  and  for  those  who  must 
For  those  we  never  give  up  on 
and  for  those  who  don't  get  a 
second  chance. 
For  those  we  smother  .  .  .  and  for 
those  who  will  grab  the  hand  of 
Anybody  kind  enough  to  offer  it. 

FOR  WHOM  ARE 
YOU  PRAYING? 


Bulletin  Board 


\        _        _     >      I  ( 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 

SERIAL  DEPARTMENT  ^ 

DURHAM 


06/23/07 


No  time  to  lose 


Let's  go! 

Qet  Movin ' 


What  are  you  waiting  for? 


THEY  ARE  HERE! 

New  Shipment  of  Boxed  Cards 

30%  Discount  for  Church  Groups  When  Purchasing  10  or  More  Boxes 

Available  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press, 
Ayden,  NC,  and  Branch  Stores  in 
Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson 


Helping  Churches  Grow  .  .  . 


imperial)  Gabriel  Church  Services 


Since  1960 


1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 


Your  best  source  for  new  or  used  pews,  chairs,  steeples,  baptistries,  stained  glass, 
Krinklglas,  choir  robes,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  services,  crosses,  signs, 
pulpits  (wood  or  plexiglas),  Canon  copiers,  fax  machines,  church  lights  &  more! 

Financing  available  on  some  items. 

We  specialize  in  commercial  carpets — best  prices! 
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THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 

Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 

Standard  Publishing's  Vacation  Bible  School  adventure  introduces  you 
to  some  remarkable  creatures:  reliable  ravens,  lock-jawed  lions,  talking 
donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 

1993  VBS  Materials 
Available  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  NC, 
and  Branch  Stores  in  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


SHARING  THE  GOOD  NEWS 
OF  JESUS  CHRIST 
Hopewell's  Radio  Ministry 
Celebrates  Its 
Twentieth  Anniversary 
by  Janet  D.  Cooke 

When  I  begin  a  jigsaw  puzzle,  I 
like  to  get  a  few  pieces  out  of  the 
box  and  place  them  on  the  table. 
Staring  at  them,  I  try  to  figure  out 
where  those  odd  pieces  fit  in  the 
completed  puzzle.  Sometimes  I 
see  it  quickly  and  finish  the  puz- 
zle. Other  times,  the  shapes  look 
strange  and  I  wonder  if  they  even 
go  with  the  puzzle  pictured  on  the 
box.  That's  when  I  leave  them  and 
let  someone  else  wander  by  and 
see  where  they  fit  in  the  com- 
pleted picture.  When  the  Rev. 
Fred  Powers  died  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  he  left 
Hopewell  Church  with  some  odd 
pieces  of  recording  equipment 
and  a  blueprint  for  a  radio  pro- 
gram that  would  become  the 
Hopewell  Spiritual  Outreach  Pro- 
gram. This  month,  the  radio 
ministry  celebrates  its  twentieth 
anniversary  on  WMPM-AM  in 
Smithfield,  North  Carolina. 

The  puzzle  Mr.  Powers  left  in- 
cluded an  old  RCA  seven  inch  reel 
to  reel  recorder,  two  small 
speakers  mounted  in  the  sanc- 
tuary, some  microphones,  and 
some  of  the  most  troublesome 
wiring  known  in  recording 
history.  He  spent  over  two  years 
collecting  this  equipment, 
building  shelves  in  his  church  of- 
fice to  hold  it,  and  conducting  fund 
raisers  to  purchase  the  equip- 
ment. Before  he  ever  got  on  the 
air,  he  was  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident  returning  from  a  youth 
rally  one  Saturday  night.  Without 
Mr.  Powers,  Hopewell  let  the  idea 
of  a  radio  ministry  lie  dormant  for 
almost  two  years. 

When  Ed  Gonzalez  came  to 
pastor  Hopewell,  he  found  the 
equipment  in  the  office  and 
enlisted  the  aid  of  Leon  Hudson  to 
sort  it  out.  What  they  developed 
was  a  fifteen-minute  program, 


which  premiered  on  Father's  Day 
of  1973.  Mr.  Hudson,  now  the  pro- 
gram's director,  provided  the 
technical  expertise  he  gathered 
while  working  at  the  local 
Sylvania  plant  and  through  his 
love  of  stereo  systems.  Mr.  Gon- 
zalez provided  the  initial  funding. 
Within  a  few  months,  he  proposed 
to  the  Board  of  Deacons  a  thirty- 
minute  program  in  the  local  radio 
station's  best  time  slot.  They  ap- 
proved and  another  piece  of  the 
puzzle  fell  into  place. 

The  time  slot,  12:30  p.m.  to  1:00 
p.m.,  remains  the  prime  spot  at 
WMPM.  In  fact,  the  pastor  of  a 
local  church  with  the  11:30  a.m.  to 
noon  spot  once  approached  Mr. 
Gonzalez  about  a  trade.  When 
asked  why,  he  explained,  "Do  you 
know  you  have  the  best  time  slot? 
My  people  leave  our  church  tell- 
ing me  they're  on  their  way  home 
to  listen  to  your  program!  How 
many  people  do  you  think  listen  to 
us  at  11:30?  They're  all  in 
church!"  No  trade  was  made. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  and  Mr.  Hudson 
describe  the  first  broadcast  as 
awkward  and  noisy.  What  was  the 
topic  of  the  sermon?  No  one 
seems  to  recall.  But  everyone 
remembers  the  microphone  Mr. 
Gonzalez  slipped  around  his  neck 
as  he  began  his  sermon.  Mr.  Hud- 
son turned  it  on  and  off  in  a  small 


room  behind  the  sanctuary. 
Without  a  view  of  the  pulpit,  he 
only  knew  to  turn  it  on  when  the 
choir  stopped  singing.  The 
microphone  picked  up  everything 
and  a  recently  purchased 
amplifier  made  the  preacher's 
every  move  louder  than  ever.  The 
congregation  left  church  that  Sun- 
day as  if  they  were  watching  the 
Wright  brothers'  airplane.  "It 
ain't  gonna  fly  here,"  they  said 
over  and  over. 

"There  were  some  people  who 
didn't  like  to  see  the  minister  with 
that  thing  around  his  neck  .  .  . 
Some  of  the  members  felt  first 
consideration  should  be  for  the 
people  of  our  church  as  they  sat 
there  and  listened.  They  wanted  a 
dignified  worship  service.  They 
didn't  want  all  those  wires  and 
things  hanging  on  the  minister," 
Mr.  Gonzalez  recalls. 

During  the  following  week,  Mr. 
Hudson  placed  the  microphone  in 
a  stand  on  the  pulpit.  The  next 
Sunday's  broadcast  was  quieter 
and  the  congregation  began  to 
realize  the  value  of  an  outreach 
radio  ministry.  Several  years 
later,  the  original  microphone  and 
stand  were  replaced  after  a 
visiting  minister,  needing  longer 
arms  to  read  his  Bible,  acciden- 
tally pushed  the  microphone  and 
stand  off  the  pulpit  and  into  the 
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(Left  to  right)  Bob  and  Becky  Cooke  and  the  Rev.  Fred  Powers. 


flower  arrangement  on  the  altar 
below.  That  incident  occurred 
shortly  after  I  joined  the  program 
as  Mr.  Hudson's  assistant. 
Though  I  never  saw  the 
microphone  falling,  I  heard  it 
very  clearly  when  it  hit!  Oddly 
enough,  this  event  led  to  another 
piece  of  the  puzzle. 

The  recording  equipment  was 
operated  from  an  office  at  the 
back  of  the  sanctuary.  The  small 
room  served  not  only  the  radio 
program  but  the  Sunday  School 
superintendent  and  the  pastor  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  main 
problem  for  the  radio  program 
operators  was  not  being  able  to 
view  the  service  in  the  sanctuary. 
In  order  to  see,  operators  had  to 
walk  out  of  the  office  into  the 
vestibule,  and  if  they  were  under 
six  feet  in  height,  stand  on  tip  toes 
and  look  through  a  small  window 
in  the  sanctuary  door.  If 
something  didn't  "sound  right," 
we'd  run  to  the  door  and  peek. 
This  meant  leaving  the  equipment 
unattended  and  often  recording 
something  that  had  to  be  edited 
out  before  the  program  could  air. 
We  became  terrific  listeners  and 
incredibly  quiet  runners!  The 
need  to  see  the  sanctuary  led  to 
plans  for  a  separate  radio  room 
with  a  window. 
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It  took  several  years  to  com- 
plete the  renovation  of  an  upstairs 
room  overlooking  the  sanctuary. 
The  delays  were  numerous.  At 
one  point,  it  was  discovered  the 
sound  technician  had  gone  out  of 
business.  Mr.  Hudson  faced  a 
seemingly  endless  stream  of 
hindered  painters  and  electri- 
cians. Almost  four  years  after  it 
was  begun,  the  room  with  a  view 
was  ready  for  operation. 

The  purpose  of  the  Hopewell 
Spiritual  Outreach  Program  has 
always  been  sharing  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  doing 
that,  the  radio  program  has  faced 
considerable  setbacks.  In  addition 
to  the  delays  during  renovation, 
there  have  been  burglaries,  multi- 
ple lightning  strikes,  and 
numerous  equipment  failures.  In 
some  instances,  it  has  been  a 
spiritual  war  requiring  a  great 
deal  of  prayer.  The  Lord  has 
answered  those  prayers  and  He 
has  taught  us  how  to  persevere 
patiently.  Some  of  the  smallest 
advancements  for  the  program 
have  been  the  results  of  great 
struggles  and  equally  great 
spiritual  victories  for  the 
operators. 

An  essential  piece  of  Hopewell's 
"puzzle"  is  WMPM-AM.  Owner 
Carl   Lamm   has   offered  the 


church  his  unending  cooperation. 
At  his  last  estimate,  Hopewell 
reaches  between  2,500  and  4,000 
people  every  Sunday  in  Johnston 
County  alone.  The  forty-three- 
year-old  radio  station  reaches  into 
neighboring  Wake,  Nash,  Wayne, 
Wilson,  Franklin,  Harnett,  and 
Sampson  Counties  and  also  into 
Greene,  Lenoir,  Duplin, 
Cumberland,  Lee,  Pitt,  and 
Durham  Counties.  Mr.  Lamm 
says  the  "bonus  audience"  from 
those  counties  adds  another  one 
thousand  listeners  during 
Hopewell's  half  hour. 

Mr.  Lamm  believes  Hopewell's 
program  helps  WMPM  "provide 
moral  programming  that  is 
needed  in  our  society."  He  says 
although  religious  broadcasting 
has  been  attacked  in  recent  years, 
the  necessity  will  continue.  "The 
way  the  fabric  of  our  society  is  be- 
ing torn  in  many  places,  the  need 
is  greater  today  than  ever 
before." 

The  program's  format  remains 
very  simple  and  yet  it  is  dedicated 
to  producing  a  quality  program. 
The  Hopewell  Chancel  Choir 
opens  the  program  with  a  song 
and  the  pastor  follows  with  his 
message.  Those  elements  alone 
are  a  worship  service  for  many 
people. 


(Top)  The  Rev.  Ed  Gonzalez;  (bottom)  Leon 
Hudson. 
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Choir  Director  Sherwood 
Parker  selects  music  with  a 
spiritual  message  to  set  the  tone 
for  the  program.  He  says,  "If  a 
listener  really  listens  to  the  song, 
it  will  prepare  his  heart  for  the 
pastor's  message  to  follow.  We 
reach  a  big  and  diverse  audience. 
I'm  always  concerned  about  try- 
ing to  pick  the  music  that  will 
have  a  broad  appeal.  The  radio 
program  is  a  good  way  to  reach 
people  who  aren't  in  church  for 
whatever  reason."  In  addition  to 
the  weekly  selections,  the  Chancel 
Choir's  annual  Christmas  cantata 
is  one  of  the  radio  ministry's 
highlights. 

Mr.  Gonzalez  says  his  greatest 
reward  is  being  able  to  give 
something  to  people  unable  to  go 
to  church.  "We  are  doing 
something  for  a  large  group  of 
people  who  can  no  longer  attend 
church.  In  a  sense,  we  are  their 
church  through  this  radio  pro- 
gram." A  large  group  of 
listeners  are  residents  of  area  rest 
homes  and  nursing  homes.  Mr. 
Gonzalez's  distinctive  voice  is 
often  recognized  outside  the 
church.  "When  I  go  some  place 
and  people  hear  my  voice,  they 
say,  'You're  that  preacher  we 
listen  to.'  I  have  no  idea  who  these 
people  are.  But  they  have  been 
listening  to  the  radio  program.  We 
have  done  something  for  them.  I 
think  they  stick  to  the  idea  that  we 
are  responsible  for  the  program 
.  .  .  and  we're  doing  this  for 
them." 

The  format  has  also  offered  con- 
sistency as  the  pastors  serving 
Hopewell  Church  changed  during 
the  program's  twenty  year  run. 
Following  Mr.  Gonzalez's  depar- 
ture for  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  in  1975,  Dallas  Pinkham 
and  subsequently  Davie  Brinson 
were  called  to  pastor  Hopewell. 
Mr.  Gonzalez  returned  in  1985.  In- 
terim pastors  have  been  Mark 
Hobbs,  Mac  Wallace,  and  Fred 
Riverbark.  Over  the  years,  the 
listeners  have  graciously  ac- 
cepted these  diverse  ministers 
and  numerous  guest  speakers. 


It  takes  more  than  a  cassette 
tape  and  a  minister  to  produce  a 
radio  program  for  twenty  years. 
It  takes  church  members  willing 
to  fund  the  program,  a  dedicated 
director  to  guide  the  program, 
skilled  people  to  operate  the 
recording  equipment,  choir 
members  to  sing,  a  choir  director 
to  lead  them,  pianists  to  accom- 
pany them,  a  radio  station  willing 
to  air  religious  programs,  some- 
one to  actually  take  the  tape  to  the 
radio  station  each  week,  and  of 
course,  people  to  listen  each  Sun- 
day at  12:30.  The  Hopewell 
Spiritual  Outreach  Program  has 
survived  twenty  years  with  just 
such  people.  We  have  a  lot  for 
which  to  be  thankful. 

After  renovating  the  recording 
room  and  upgrading  some  of  the 
equipment,  the  radio  ministry  has 
run  more  smoothly  in  recent 
years.  It  is  entirely  appropriate  to 
recall  that  Paul  said  if  we  boast,  it 


is  of  what  the  Lord  has  done.  At 
Hopewell,  we  do  that  humbly  and 
gratefully  for  our  radio  program. 
"To  him  who  by  means  of  his 
power  working  in  us  is  able  to  do 
so  much  more  than  we  can  ever 
ask  for,  or  even  think  of:  to  God  be 
the  glory  in  the  church  and  in 
Christ  Jesus  for  all  time,  forever 
and  ever!  Amen"  (Ephesians  3: 
20-21). 


Janet  D.  Cooke,  assis- 
tant director  of  the 
Hopewell  Spiritual 
Outreach  Program,  is 
a  member  of 
Hopewell  Church.  A 
graduate  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and 
Campbell  University, 
she  is  currently  pur- 
suing a  Master  of  Arts 
Degree  at  the  School 
of  Journalism  and 
Mass  Communica- 
tions at  the  University 
of  South  Carolina. 


GRAY  HONORED 
ON  BIRTHDAY 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Barrow  Gray  of 
Route  7,  Box  438,  Kinston,  NC, 
was  honored  on  her  ninety-eighth 
birthday  with  a  dinner  party 
given  at  her  home  on  March  20  by 
her  children:  Jesse  and  Ruth 
Gray  Suitt,  Ralph  and  Linda 
Gray,  and  Hyman  and  Christine 
Gray. 

The  dinner,  fellowship,  and  pic- 
ture taking  were  enjoyed  with  her 
by  three  grandchildren,  Andrea 
Gray,  Kristi  Gray,  and  Peggy 
Gray  Young  (and  husband 
Teddy);  a  sister,  Myrtle  Barrow 
Brown;  a  brother  and  sister-in- 
law,  Bruce  and  Alice  Herget  Bar- 
row; and  nieces,  Helen  Beaman, 
Patricia  A.  (Toney)  Brown,  and 
Thelma  Speight  and  husband 
Laurie. 

Charlotte  is  a  member  of  Faith 
Church,  Route  7,  Kinston.  She 
transferred  her  membership  from 
Hull  Road  Church  at  Arba  in 
Greene  County. 

She  taught  in  the  Barrow  and 
Arba  Schools  in  Greene  County 


for  seven  years.  Her  last  year  of 
teaching  was  1922-23.  Prior  to 
teaching  (ca.  1916),  Charlotte  at- 
tended the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Seminary  in  Ayden. 

Charlotte  lost  her  husband,  Levi 
Gray,  in  1951,  and  two  children, 
Jacob,  1934;  and  Horace  1985. 

MRS.  JANIE  SUMNER: 
Free  Will  Baptist 
Eastern  District 
Woman  of  the  Year 

"Who  can  find  a  virtuous 
woman?  For  her  price  is  far 
above  rubies.  The  heart  of  her 
husband  doth  safely  trust  in  her, 
so  that  he  shall  have  no  need  of 
spoil"  (Proverbs  31:10-11). 

"Favor  is  deceitful  and  beauty 
is  vain ;  but  a  woman  that  f  eareth 
the  LORD,  she  shall  be  praised" 
(Proverbs  31:30). 

Our  honoree  was  born  in  Duplin 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  lived 
there  with  her  parents,  Dollie  and 
Chancee  Sumner.  At  a  young  age, 
she  accepted  Christ  as  her  per- 
sonal Saviour,  was  baptized,  and 
united  with  Sandy  Plain  Church. 
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On  January  17, 1946,  our  Woman 
of  the  Year  married  Ralph 
Sumner  and  they  have  a  son, 
daughter-in-law,  and  three  grand- 
children. 

When  her  husband  accepted  his 
first  pastorate  at  Arapahoe 
Church  in  1964,  her  service  to  God 
took  on  the  additional  role  of 
pastor's  wife.  She  continued  to 
work  in  the  church,  Sunday 
School,  and  Woman's  Auxiliary, 
and  has  held  every  office  in  the 
Auxiliary  at  one  time  or  another. 

Having  been  an  integral  part  of 
Camp  Vandemere  since  its  incep- 
tion, she  has  become  a  familiar 
"face"  there  over  the  years, 
wearing  her  apron,  wiping 
perspiration  as  she  cooks,  and 
helping  to  serve  delicious  meals 
for  the  campers. 

God  has  richly  blessed  Janie 
with  a  unique  sense  of  humor,  that 
along  with  her  deep  faith  in  God, 
has  enabled  her  to  withstand 
great  adversities  in  her  life  and 
still  remain  the  sweet,  friendly, 
and  loving  person  we  know  today. 
We  at  Cabin  Church  are  lucky  to 
have  her. 

May  God  bless  you,  Janie,  pro- 
tect and  guide  you  in  all  your 
endeavors,  and  may  you  continue 
to  smile  as  you  face  tomorrow,  for 
God  holds  the  key  to  the  future 
and  no  sorrows  or  cares  need  we 
borrow. 

Below,  a  poem  by  Helen  Steiner 
Rice:  Janie,  this  seems  to  fit  you. 

LIFE  IS  A  GARDEN 
Good  friends  are  the  flowers 
And  time  spent  together 
Life's  happiest  hours 
And  friendship,  like  flowers 
Blooms  ever  more  fair 
When   carefully   tended   by  dear 

friends  who  care 
And  life's  lovely  garden 
Would  be  sweeter  by  far 
If  all  who  passed  through  it 
Were  as  nice  as  you  are! 

PASTOR  RECOGNIZED 

The  members  of  the  First  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  Goldsboro 
held  a  Special  Appreciation  Day 
for  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Norman 
Ard,  on  Sunday,  April  25,  1993,  at 
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The  Rev.  Norman  Ard 


the  church.  Mr.  Ard  has  been 
pastor  of  the  church  for  14  years. 

Wilber  Shirley  told  of  the  ac- 
complishments which  the  church 
family  has  made  during  Mr.  Ard's 
pastorate.  These  include:  paying 
off  the  debt  to  the  sanctuary  and 
burning  the  note;  building  an 
Educational  Building  and  a 
Fellowship  Hall ;  painting  the  out- 
side of  all  of  the  church  buildings ; 
painting  the  inside  of  the  sanc- 
tuary ;  installing  new  carpet ;  and 
padding  the  pew  cushions.  The 
church  also  purchased  new 
songbooks  and  Bibles  for  the 
pews,  as  well  as  new  choir  robes. 
All  of  this  is  paid  for. 

A  bell  tower  has  been  built  on 
the  church  grounds  to  house  the 
old  bell  which  has  been  used  since 
1902  to  call  people  to  come  to  wor- 
ship. The  bell  tower  was  donated 
by  Wayne  and  Ronald  Bailey  in 
memory  of  their  parents,  Roy  and 
Ola  Mae  Bailey. 

The  church  doubled  its  pledges 
to  the  denominational  ministries 
the  past  year,  and  these  obliga- 
tions have  already  been  met. 

Special  music  for  the  service 
was  provided  by  Mr.  Ard's 
children  and  a  special  song  was 
rendered  by  His  grandson.  The 
Rev.  Joe  Ard  preached  the  morn- 
ing sermon.  All  of  Mr.  Ard's  fami- 
ly was  present  for  the  service. 
His  mother,  two  sisters,  and  a 


brother-in-law  came  from  South 
Carolina.  All  of  his  three  children, 
along  with  their  spouses,  and  five 
grandchildren  were  present. 
Special  guests  from  Richmond, 
VA,  and  Mechanicsburg,  PA, 
were  also  in  attendance. 

After  the  morning  service,  a 
covered-dish  luncheon  was  held  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall,  with  all  kinds 
of  foods  and  desserts. 

After  the  meal,  Wilber  Shirley 
opened  the  meeting  up  to  people 
who  would  like  to  express  ap- 
preciation to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ard. 
Many  people  spoke  of  the  dark 
hours  in  their  lives  when  Mr.  Ard 
had  been  there  to  help  them  get 
through  the  rough  times,  and  how 
much  they  appreciated  him  and 
his  wife. 

Mr.  Raymond  Howell,  chair- 
man of  the  Deacon  Board, 
presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ard  a 
silver  tray,  with  an  inscription  on 
it,  and  a  large  arrangement  of 
spring  flowers.  Mr.  Shirley  also 
presented  the  pastor  a  goat,  and  a 
bag  of  feed,  to  be  used  to  help 
clear  up  some  of  Mr.  Ard's  farm 
land. 

We,  at  First  Free  Will  Baptist, 
thank  God  for  sending  us  Norman 
Ard  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  to 
lead  us  to  greater  service  and 
dedication  to  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  here  at  First  Church,  604 
East  Ash  Street. 

OPEN  ARMS 
YOUTH  CELEBRATION: 
STONEY  CREEK  FWB 
FELLOWSHIP  HALL 

Goldsboro,  NC 
Saturday,  June  5,  1993 
7  p.m. 

Bring  your  youth  for  an  evening 
of  worship,  praise,  fun,  and 
fellowship.  There  will  be  puppets, 
skits,  comedy,  and  singing  by  dif- 
ferent youth.  The  band,  Straight 
Up,  will  perform  and  Glenn  Mills 
will  give  the  gospel  message.  The 
aim  of  Open  Arms  is  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Christ  to  young  peo- 
ple. 

For  more  information,  call 
Glenn  Mills  at  734-9314  or  735-3916. 
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THE  SIXTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE 
NORTH  CAROLINA  WOMAN'S  AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

by  Ruth  L.  Warrick 


The  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Session 
of  the  North  Carolina  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  was  hosted  by 
the  Albemarle  District  Conven- 
tion at  Free  Union  Church  at 
Pinetown,  NC,  on  May  13,  1993. 

The  theme  for  the  day  was 
"Jesus  Loves  Me."  The  Scripture 
reference  was  "For  God  so  loved 
.  .  ."  (John  3:16). 

Dianne  Riley  opened  the  Con- 
vention with  a  medly  of  songs  on 
the  "Love  of  Jesus." 

Directed  by  Annie  Belle  Hines 
with  Nina  Grace  Register,  the 
congregation  sang  "I  Surrender 
All."  Lou  Ellen  Parker  offered 
prayer  for  the  Convention. 

The  welcome  was  extended  by 
Ann  Collier;  the  response  was  by 
Martha  Parsons.  Sarah  Windley, 
from  the  host  district,  made  an- 
nouncements. 

The  President,  Carolyn  Jer- 
nigan,  gave  greetings  emphasiz- 
ing "Reflections  From  Jesus." 

Donna  Holland  presented  a 
memorial  service;  Cheryl 
Williams  sang  "He  Loves  Me." 

Happy  Taylor  introduced  Dr. 
Don  Ribeiro,  from  Winterville 
Church,  who  brought  the  message 
from  Luke  10  on  the  story  of  "The 
Good  Samaritan."  He  said  the 
church  needs  a  more  committed 
group  to  community  service.  He 
challenged  us  to  "Go  and  be  a 
good  neighbor." 

Colleen  Harrison  sang  "He 
Grew  the  Tree." 

The  President  recognized  state 
and  district  officers. 

The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  in- 
troduced heads  and  represen- 
tatives of  denominational 
ministries,  the  Revs.  Harold 
Jones,  Foreign  Missions;  David 
C.  Hansley.  Home  Missions;  Bob- 
by Taylor.  Children's  Home; 
Walter  Sutton.  Retirement 
Homes:  John  Williams,  Crag- 
mont;  and  Jean  Ackiss,  Mount 
Olive    College.    Nina  Grace 


Register  represented  Camp 
Vandemere. 

The  offering  was  taken  with 
Hazel  Brown  giving  the  offertory. 

The  President  recognized  the  22 
ministers  present.  Eunice  Sexton 
gave  the  directions  for  lunch.  Ava 
Edwards  asked  God's  blessings 
on  the  meal. 

Following  a  delicious  lunch,  we 
had  chorus  time  directed  by 
Deborah  King.  "What  Do  Our 
Young  People  Really  Need?"  was 
the  subject  for  devotions  by  Judy 
Harris.  Prayer  was  by  Lib  Rippy. 
Sarah  Windley  sang  "The  Way 
That  He  Loves." 

Eunice  Sexton  presented  the 
seal  and  certificate  for  the  Life 
Membership  Award  to  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Patrick,  benevolent  chairman  of 
the  State  Auxiliary  Convention. 
Mrs.  Patrick  was  very  surprised 
to  be  joined  by  several  members 
of  her  family. 


"Wonderful  Story  of  Love"  was 
sung  by  the  congregation. 

In  the  Secretary's  report,  there 
were  18  A-l  Auxiliaries.  The 
Credentials  Committee  Chairman 
Jean  Ackiss  reported  182  in  atten- 
dance. 

Nadine  Crocker,  treasurer, 
gave  the  Finance  Report. 

Grace  Barbour  was  reelected  to 
the  Cragmont  Board,  Sheryl  Wood 
was  reelected  to  the  Education 
Committee,  and  Nina  Grace 
Register  to  the  Literature  Com- 
mittee. 

In  the  Resolutions  Committee 
report,  we  gave  the  Albemarle 
District  and  Free  Union  Church  a 
rising  vote  of  thanks  for  their 
gracious  hospitality  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Donna  Holland  invited  us  to  the 
Conferences  at  Cragmont  in  June 
and  August. 

Ruth  Carlton  Taylor  sang  "Be 
Glorified"  and  prayed  the 
benediction. 

It  was  truly  a  wonderful  day  "in 
the  Lord." 


The  Wittes  visit  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus  — Lee  Daven- 
port Witte  and  Roland  R.  "Cliff"  Witte  of  Los  Angeles,  California 
(.center),  are  shown  following  a  Worship  Service  in  Rodgers 
Chapel.  Mrs.  Witte.  formerly  of  the  Creswell  area  of  eastern 
North  Carolina,  read  poetry  to  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of  students 
and  faculty.  She  is  the  author  of  Levora.  the  premiere  publica- 
tion of  the  MOC  Press.  Also  pictured  are  (from  left)  MOC  Presi- 
dent W.  Burkette  Raper;  Mrs.  Betty  Kemp,  member  of  the  Cam- 
pus Beautification  Committee;  the  Wittes;  Bill  Kemp,  business 
professor  and  campus  "beautifier" ;  and  Dr.  Pepper  Wor- 
thington,  editor  of  the  MOC  Press  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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June  is  the  designated  month  of  the  Cragmont  Assembly  ministry.  June  brings  to 
mind  vacations,  graduations,  weddings,  the  end  of  spring,  and  the  beginning  of  summer. 
June  brings  to  mind  change  and  reflection. 

Like  June,  Cragmont  Assembly  is  an  agent  of  change  and  reflection  for  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches.  More  than  700  children  make  their  way  to  the  various  pro- 
grams available  each  summer,  making  decisions  about  their  walk  with  God.  Our 
pastors,  deacons,  and  other  church  leaders  come  to  the  mountains  to  reflect  and  pray. 
Our  Woman's  Auxiliaries  enjoy  fellowship  and  a  mutual  desire  to  learn  more  about  God 
in  the  peaceful  setting  of  Black  Mountain,  North  Carolina. 

As  we  prepare  for  the  season,  the  staff  at  Cragmont  Assembly  invites  you  to  join  us 
and  the  many  church  members  already  familiar  with  the  fun  and  inspiration  we  have 
shared  for  48  years. 

June  1993 


"NASHVILLE  LIMITED 
April  22-26,  1993 


HEAVENLY  SUNLIGHT 

by  Fidel  B.  Presto 

The  Palawan  Bible  College  in 
the  Philippines  held  its  13th  Com- 
mencement Exercises  on  the 
P. B.C.  campus  on  March  23,  1993, 
at  Rizal  Avenue  Extension  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  in  Puerto 
Princesa  City.  The  theme  of  the 
Commencement  Exercises  was 
"Service  Is  the  Aim,  Christ  Is  the 
Cause,"  based  on  1  Corinthians 
15:58. 

The  graduating  students  totaled 
nine  in  all.  There  were  six 
students  for  Associate  of  Biblical 
Education  and  three  students  for 
Bachelor  of  Biblical  Education. 
Further,  more  students  were 
awarded  with  gold  medals  for 
Bachelor  of  Biblical  Education, 
Cum  Laude  Reynaldo  Manlangit, 
and  the  Honor  Ronita  Guardiano 
than  for  the  Associate  of  Biblical 
Education,  First  Honor  Mirriam 
Dagomboy,  and  the  Second  Honor 
Belinda  Cuba. 

The  main  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Zacarias  Perocillo,  the  first 
Filipino  B.O.T.  of  F.W.B.C.P. 
since  1969-1977.  As  of  now,  he  is 
the  Assistant  Regional  Director  in 
the  Parole  and  Probation  Office  in 
Cuba.  He  gave  a  series  of  mes- 
sages on,  "Walk  With  God  and 
You  Will  Never  Walk  Alone." 

Also,  during  the  Commence- 
ment Exercises,  aside  from  the 
guest  speaker,  Palawan  Bible  Col- 
lege invited  Honorable  Mayor 
Edward  Hagedorn  for  the  inspira- 
tional talk;  but  he  did  not  come 
because  of  some  circumstances 
that  arose.  But  there  was  a  bless- 
ing: God  touched  the  heart  of  Vice 
Mayor  Mil  Reynoso,  who  attended 
the  Commencement  Exercises; 
he  gave  an  Inspirational  Talk 
i  about  his  personal  experiences 
since  he  studied  in  Bible  School. 
He  gave  encouragement  to  all 
,  graduating  students,  saying  they 
should  be  good  servants  and  con- 
tinue to  serve  the  Lord. 

Many  praised  God  for  the  Bac- 
calaureate Service  and  the  Com- 
mencement Exercises,  since  they 
provided  so  much  challenge  and 

June  1993 


knowledge  in  obeying  the  Great 
Commission. 

Let's  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the 
Harvest  will  make  us  all  willing  to 
serve  Him  fully  to  the  end. 

CRUSADE  AT  GAWII) 

by  the  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong 

Gawid  is  a  baranguay  under  the 
Municipal  of  San  Vicente,  a  prov- 
ince of  Palawan,  located  in  the 
western  part  of  Palawan. 

Pastor  Bernardo  Borja,  pastor 
of  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  there, 
invited  the  Mission  and 
Evangelism  Team  to  conduct  an 
open-air  evangelism  meeting  last 
February  11,  1993.  Special  music 


was  rendered  by  the  musical 
team  (Joseph  dela  Rosa,  Fernan- 
do Erum,  and  Nestor  Diaz).  We 
showed  a  Christian  film  entitled 
"Paglingon  sa  Kinabukasan,"  a 
very  good  Tagalog  film. 

After  the  film  showing,  I  (the 
Rev.  J.  Ontong)  preached  the 
Word  of  God  and  invited  the  peo- 
ple to  accept  Christ  as  their  per- 
sonal Saviour.  Praise  God,  many 
of  those  who  heard  the  gospel  ac- 
cepted Christ  as  their  Lord  and 
personal  Saviour. 

I  challenge  you,  brethren,  to 
pray  for  these  people,  that  they 
may  grow  spiritually. 


BAPTISM  IN  GAWID  CARURAY 

by  Rosana  R.  Briones 


There  are  plenty  of  beautiful  spots  in  Palawan  where  tourists  want 
to  spend  their  summer. 

Last  February  11,  1993,  the  personnel  of  the  Mission  and  Evange- 
lism Team  were  invited  by  Pastor  Bernardo  Borja  to  conduct  a  crusade 
and  baptism  in  Gawid. 

We  were  very  blessed  because  four  candidates  stepped  in  the 
beautiful  sea  for  baptism.  The  Rev.  Antonio  Samones  was  the  one  who 
handled  the  ceremonies,  with  the  help  of  Pastor  Bernardo  Borja,  the 
pastor  of  Gawid  Free  WL'l  Baptist  Church. 

To  all  my  co-workers  in  the  Lord,  let  us  praise  God  for  the  wonderful 
work  that  we  accomplish  every  day.  He  is  just  and  true.  Please  continue 
to  pray  for  the  four  ladies  who  were  baptized,  that  they  might  grow 
spiritually  and  for  all  the  other  people  who  accepted  Christ  as  their  per- 
sonal Saviour. 


EASTER  IN  BULGARIA 

by  Paul  Grubbs 

The  church  building  was  packed 
with  people,  young  and  elderly, 
moving  in  and  out,  when  we  ar- 
rived about  11:30  p.m.  on  "Black 
Saturday"  (the  Saturday  before 
Easter).  The  service  had  begun  a 
few  minutes  before.  We  were  in- 
vited to  the  special  Easter  service 
at  the  Orthodox  Church  in  Balchik 
by  the  choir  director,  who  is  a 
friend  of  Willem  and  Lydia,  and 
by  Doctor  Peter  Vulkof .  The  choir 
sang  magnificently  without  any 
accompaniment.  The  Bulgarian 
Orthodox  Church  does  not  allow 
any  musical  instruments  inside 
its  building  and  it  does  not  have 
pews. 

The  pastor  came  out  about  11 : 50 
p.m.  from  the  "holy  place"  and 
began  to  light  peoples'  candles 


from  his  own  candles,  which  were 
on  a  crucifix  (a  cross  with  the 
image  of  a  man  hanging  on  it). 
The  crowd  had  to  divide,  to  allow 
the  pastor  to  move  slowly  to  the 
front  door.  As  he  went,  he  would 
allow  people  to  light  their  candles, 
which  they  had  purchased  inside 
the  church  house,  from  his 
candles.  He  led  the  people  outside, 
around  the  church  building  three 
times,  and  back  into  the  building. 
The  majority  of  the  people  did  not 
return.  The  choir  sang  more 
beautiful  songs.  As  they  sang, 
most  of  the  people  stood  around 
and  talked.  We  were  told  that  the 
service  would  go  on  until  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  too 
long  for  our  sleepy,  tired  eyes. 

Easter  in  Bulgaria  came  a  week 
later  than  in  most  of  the  world. 
When   the    Eastern  Orthodox 


Church  was  formed,  it  was  at- 
tacked so  severely  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  that  she  decided 
not  to  celebrate  any  religious 
festivals  at  the  same  time  as 
the  Roman  Catholics.  Therefore, 
the  Eastern  Orthodox  Church 
changed  the  dates  of  her  religious 
festivals.  However,  Christmas  is 
an  exception;  it  is  celebrated  on 
December  25. 

NEWSLETTER  FROM 
INDIA  AND  NEPAL 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

The  church  in  India  and  Nepal 
is  receiving  countless  blessings 
from  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  these  blessings  are 
not  because  of  our  deeds  but  just 
because  of  His  grace.  We  work 
with  our  calling,  commitment, 
and  dedication.  The  Lord  keeps  on 
guiding  us  and  we  obey  Him  with 
all  our  might.  We  are  thankful  to 
Him  for  keeping  us  all  alive  in  the 
wake  of  hitherto  unprecedented 
affairs  endangering  personal 
security  in  the  country.  Today's 
newspaper  reports  13  blasts  in  one 
of  our  metropolitan  cities,  Bom- 
bay, killing  many  people.  We  are 
in  constant  prayers  that  nor- 
malcy be  restored  soon.  We  also 
preach  and  exhort  that  it  is  possi- 
ble, if  our  countrymen  believe  the 
Creator  of  the  Universe  and  sur- 
render to  Him.  The  more  man  is 
making  technological  advance- 
ments and  defying  God,  the  more 
furious  and  life-taking  diseases 
like  herpes  are  visible  in  the 
world. 

Our  rural  ministry  is  continuing 
with  great  zeal  to  save  people 
from  perishing.  We  are  happy 
that  we  have  opportunities  to 
make  Christ  known  far  and  near 
in  Northern  India.  Our  state  of  Ut- 
tar  Pradesh  is  the  largest  state  in 
every  sense  and  constitutes  the 
biggest  Board  of  High  School  and 
Intermediate  Education  in  the 
world.  This  year  alone,  263  million 
students,  boys  and  girls,  are  ap- 
pearing in  the  current  examina- 
tion. Our  preachers  recently 
organized  and  adopted  a  Free  Will 
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Baptist  congregation  about  70 
miles  from  Bareilly.  The  con- 
gregation had  desired  me  to  be 
with  them  on  Sunday,  February 
21.  It  was  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
preach  to  them  that  our  God  is  the 
only  God  and  there  is  none  else. 
The  travel  was  tough.  I  had  to 
walk  with  my  ministers  six  miles 
from  the  main  road  and  back.  The 
people  were  receptive  and  heard 
the  preachings  with  great  in- 
terest. 

We  have  been  able  to  constitute 
one  more  congregation  as  Free 
Will  Baptists  at  Gokulnagar,  a 
group  comprised  of  highly 
educated  professors  and 
engineers  of  Pantnagar  Universi- 
ty, which  is  the  largest 
Agricultural  Institution  in  Asia. 
Our  ministers  take  good  care  of 
this  congregation.  Some  of  the 
people  from  this  church  came  to 
talk  with  me  about  constructing 
a  church  building  at  Gokulnagar, 
where  a  good  piece  of  land  has 
already  been  donated  to  us  for  the 
church.  I  assured  them  that  this  is 
my  vision,  too,  but  to  wait  for 
some  appropriate  time  and  to 
start  collecting  funds.  I  also  ex- 
horted them  to  put  the  matter  in 
their  regular  prayers,  as  nothing 
is  impossible  with  our  Lord. 

A  group  of  two  men  and  three 
women    were    baptized  on 
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February  28 ;  37  people  have  been 
brought  in  the  Kingdom  of  God 
since  I  visited  North  Carolina. 
There  are  many  more  being 
prepared  and  some  of  them  were 
baptized  on  April  2. 

One  Casio  organ  has  been 
donated  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  Bareilly,  costing  10,000; 
and  a  T.V.  set  has  been  given  to 
the  Sunday  School  children  at 
Bareilly  so  they  can  watch  the  Bi- 
ble serial  which  is  on  display 
every  Sunday  morning.  (Many  of 
the  children  did  not  have  access  to 
a  T.V.  set  and  were  deprived  of 
this  facility.)  Both  the  donors 
have  desired  that  their  names 
should  not  be  disclosed. 

We  had  a  wonderful  fellowship 
at  our  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
Ministers  and  Deacons  on  March 
1,  which  was  attended  by  most  of 
the  people  (a  few  could  not  come 
due  to  their  helplessness).  The 
Council  was  started  with  a 
challenging  message  and  Holy 
Communion.  All  gave  encourag- 
ing reports,  showing  a  desire  to 
continue  spreading  the  work  of 
our  church. 

Deacon  Vijai  Dutt,  who  is  a  re- 
cent convert,  has  been  raised  to 
deaconship;  and  at  present,  he 
was  appointed  to  manage  the 
work  in  Nepal.  He  was  really  ex- 


cited to  present  his  testimony, 
recalling  from  his  early  age  how 
the  Lord  saved  him  for  a  specific 
purpose,  to  serve  Him  in  a  foreign 
land.  He  was  happy  to  report  that 
the  work  in  his  charge  is 
flourishing;  and  for  that,  he  owes 
his  gratitude  to  the  Lord. 

The  local  church  congregation 
at  Bareilly  has  started  a  small 
dairy  farm,  with  four  buffaloes.  It 
is  hoped  that  if  this  project  is 
handled  with  care,  a  good  amount 
of  money  will  be  raised.  The 
church  treasurer  told  me  that 
their  16  days  profit  was  Rs.  500/-.  I 
advised  him  to  watch  the  profit 
for  a  couple  of  months;  and  if  it 
grows  the  same,  the  local  church 
can  support  their  assistant  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Y.  B.  Lall,  from  the  en- 
suing fiscal  year. 

We  sincerely  need  the  prayers 
of  the  congregations  of  our  church 
in  the  U.S.A.  for  the  welfare  of  our 
country,  which  is  haunted  by  evil 
calamities  which  make  it  dif- 
ficult. Our  government  is  trying  to 
do  her  best,  but  the  communal 
parties  keep  on  pulling  her  legs 
behind.  Our  churches  are  praying 
that  our  government  may  emerge 
stronger,  to  restore  normalcy 
and  to  provide  basic  need  of  sur- 
vival to  the  countrymen.  We 
believe  that  much  can  be  wrought 
through  prayer. 


13 


BUILDING  DEDICATION 

by  Mrs.  Rosana  R.  Briones 


We  know  that  God  is  our  supplier.  He  is  so  great  for  those  who  trust 
Him  and  believe  in  His  wonderful  work  here  on  earth. 

Last  December  21,  1992,  the  Getsemani  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
dedicated  a  new  building  to  the  Lord.  The  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong,  our  Mis- 
sion Director  here  in  Puerto  Princesa  City,  Palawan,  cut  the  ribbon  for 
the  new  facility.  He  was  helped  by  Pastor  Bernabe  Escolar,  the  pastor  of 
the  said  church,  and  Deacon  Baroro. 

The  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil  was  the  one  who  gave  a  short  message  of 
the  Lord  for  the  congregation.  They  are  very  happy  because  another 
building  has  been  dedicated  to  the  Lord.  The  Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa  at- 
tended the  occasion.  He  gave  the  prayer  of  dedication. 

The  capacity  of  the  building  is  estimated  to  be  80  to  100  persons.  We 
are  so  blessed  because  God  is  always  there  to  hear  all  our  prayers. 
Please  continue  to  pray  for  all  our  workers  and  brethren  here  in 
Palawan,  and  also  in  the  entire  world. 


A  family  portrait:  The  late  Luke  Wetherington  with  his  wife  and  children— (left  to  right,  in 
front)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luke  Wetherington  and  Mary  Alice  Banks;  (in  back)  Janice  Carol  Moses, 
Joyce  Christie,  Elaine  Sandine,  Ralph  Wetherington,  and  Lois  Le  Riche  (photo  by  Patti 
O'Donoghue). 


A  GREAT  MAN  HAS  LEFT  US 

by  Cecil  Cahoon  II 
Reprinted  from  the  Goldsboro  News-Argus, 
April  18,  1993 

On  Wednesday,  April  14,  in  New 
Bern,  those  who  knew  L.  H. 
"Luke"  Wetherington  say,  a  great 
man  left  us. 

Luke  Wetherington  almost 
never  lived  at  all.  Born  several 
weeks  premature  on  May  5,  1916, 
in  an  old  house  in  Mid- 
dlesex—miles, even  years,  from  a 
maternity  ward  and  the  care  he 
needed— Luke  believed  that  only 
his  mother's  love  and  faith  in  God 
kept  him  alive.  He  believed  it  in 
his  mind  and  in  his  heart.  And 
when  you  looked  into  his  eyes,  you 
believed  it,  too. 

For  the  first  years  of  his  life, 
Luke  managed  to  live  by  sheer 
determination:  his  mother's,  his 
father's,  his  own.  Diseases  easily 
prevented  today  were  major  set- 
backs for  him. 

He  left  school  during  the  first 
grade,  when  his  eyesight  was  so 
poor  that  a  doctor  gave  him 
"smoked"  glasses  and  pro- 
claimed that  Luke  would  be  blind 
by  age  40.  But  in  April,  at  age  76, 
Luke  drove  himself  from  More- 
head  City  to  New  Bern's  medical 
center.  His  determined  defiance 
of  the  optometrist's  proclama- 
tion was  not  the  first  time  he 
triumphed  over  the  certainties  of 
the  medical  profession,  nor  the 
last. 

Luke,  the  son  of  a  minister  and 
a  seminary  English  teacher, 
came  from  poor  surroundings  but 
made  himself  into  one  of  the  most 
successful  businessmen  in  the 
region. 

At  age  14,  he  began  work  in  a 
New  Bern  brickyard  to  help  make 
the  $20  monthly  payments  on  his 
father's  car.  He  made  75  cents  a 
day  and  doubled  his  salary  after 
only  two  days  on  the  job. 

In  1935,  he  built  a  furniture 
business  and  transported  scrap 
wood  from  local  industries  to 
rural  families  who  couldn't  afford 
to  buy  wood  for  heating. 
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In  the  1940s,  he  built  a  transpor- 
tation business  that  included 
taxis,  buses,  and  cars.  In  1950,  he 
built  a  radio  station  in  New  Bern 
and  took  it  to  number  one  in  the 
local  ministry  ratings  in  six 
months.  It  still  operates. 

In  1957,  he  helped  to  build 
Pleasant  Acres  Church  outside 
James  City.  The  same  year,  he 
built  an  automotive  repair 
business  in  Portsmouth,  Virginia, 
against  industry  advice.  It  was 
doomed  to  fail,  but  instead 
flourished  and  expanded  to  seven 
locations. 

Luke  survived— and  succeeded 
—by  rugged  determination  and  by 
faith.  All  the  while,  he  nurtured 
and  loved  a  small  college  in 
southern  Wayne  County,  whose 
determination  and  faith  mirrored 
his  own  and  won  his  admiration. 

He  enrolled  his  daughter  in 
Mount  Olive  College's  first  class 


in  1954  and  accepted  a  seat  on  the 
College's  Board  of  Trustees  33 
years  later. 

Luke  encouraged  the  College's 
progress,  backed  the  progress 
with  his  own  resources  and  pulled 
other  resourceful  people  into  the 
College's  success,  as  well.  He  was 
one  of  the  College's  oldest  and 
best  friends. 

Luke  was  excited  about  the  Col- 
lege's most  recent  projects  and  he 
eagerly  awaited  the  opening  of  its 
new  student  union  and  dining  hall. 
He  was  unable  to  witness  the 
event  in  person,  but  at  its  first  din- 
ner, his  presence  was  noted 
nonetheless. 

Because  on  April  14,  as  those 
who  knew  him  say,  a  great  man 
left  us. 

Cecil  Cahoon  II  wrote  A  Chosen  Vessel:  The 
Luke  H.  Wetherington  Story,  published  in 
1992  by  the  Mount  Olive  College  Press. 


ONE  LAST  DINNER: 
"IF  THESE  WALLS 
COULD  TALK" 

by  Cecil  Cahoon  II 
Class  of  1992,  Goldsboro  News-Argus 

Staff  Writer 
Eighty  years'  worth  of  special 
and  poignant  memories  were 
shared  at  the  end  of  the  '  'Last  Din- 
ner," the  final  meal  taken  in  the 
old  Mount  Olive  Elementary 
School  building. 

In  the  coming  months,  the 
building  will  be  emptied  of  its  re- 
maining fixtures  and  features, 
and  it  will  be  closed— for  the  sec- 
ond time  since  its  construction  in 
1903. 

Those  attending  the  event 
revisited  seasons  in  the  building's 
past  through  a  clothesline  picture 
display.  Hundreds  of  class  pic- 
tures and  candid  photographs 
lined  both  floors  of  the  building. 

In  black  and  white  photographs, 
elementary  school  students  stood 
at  solemn  attention  in  formation. 
Fifties-era  college  students  posed 
in  crewcuts,  letter  jackets,  long 
skirts,  bobby  socks.  College  of- 
ficials past  and  present  met 
silently  with  town  residents  and 
leaders  in  one  special  event  after 
another. 

Dr.  J.  William  Byrd  attended 
Mount  Olive  Elementary  School 
in  the  building.  Now  the  executive 
vice  president  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, which  found  its  Mount  Olive 
birthplace  in  the  building,  Dr. 
Byrd  opened  the  evening  with 
memories  of  school  noises,  after- 
school  altercations  and  Ms.  Grace 
Jordan,  his  first  grade  teacher. 

"It's  not  so  much  that  this 
building,  the  mortar  and  the 
brick,  were  much  different  from 
other  buildings  of  mortar  and 
brick.  It's  the  people  who  were 
here,  who  you  shared  the  building 
with,  who  made  all  the  difference 
in  the  world,"  Byrd  said. 

MOC  professor  of  history 
emeritus  Claude  Moore  and 
Cullen  B.  Hatch,  Goldsboro  resi- 
dent and  historian,  gave  detailed 
accounts  of  the  building's  history 
from  the  early  decades  of  the  cen- 
tury. 

(Turn  the  Page) 


Free  Will  Baptists  receive  Handy  Mart  Business  Scholarships  at  Mount 
I  Olive  College  — Rising  junior  Michelle  D.  Lewis  of  Elm  City  (left)  and 
rising  senior  Susan  A.  Watson  of  Sims,  a  member  of  Mount  Zion  Church 
in  Kenly  (center),  are  the  Handy  Mart  Scholarship  recipients  for  the 
1993-94  academic  year.  Also  pictured  is  1993  graduate  Marian  K.  Gainey 
j  of  Mount  Olive,  a  member  of  Rooty  Branch  Church  in  Duplin  County, 
who  was  the  first  recipient  of  this  award.  In  back  are  Judson  Pope,  vice 
j  president  and  general  manager  of  Pope  Transport  Company  (left),  and 
I  Buddy  Pope,  MOC  Trustee  and  president  of  E.  J.  Pope  &  Son,  Inc.  The 
j  Popes  are  sponsors  of  the  Handy  Mart  Scholarship  Golf  Tournament 
j  which  has  generated  more  than  $330,000  for  the  fund  since  it  began  in 
I  1987. 

The  Handy  Mart  Business  Scholarship  was  established  by  the  Popes 
to  help  fund  the  education  of  upper  level  students  who  are  majoring  in 
business  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Candidates  for  the  scholarship  must  be 
business  majors.  They  are  nominated  by  the  MOC  business  faculty  on 
the  basis  of  their  academic  performance,  involvement  in  campus  ac- 
tivities, and  leadership  potential  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

CHASTESEO    IS&I    BV  THE 
FR£E  WiU.  BAPTIST  STATE  CONVENTSCN 


The  Rev.  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  left,  welcomes  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Felix  Ruiz  (MOC  professor  of 
language).  Ms.  Ruiz  is  beneath  the  sign  that  welcomed  students  in  1954. 


The  Hansley  family  enjoys  the  old  MOC  yearbooks:  (from  left),  Phil  Hansley,  Cynthia  Hansley, 
the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  (Sylvia)  Hansley,  and  Hansley's  sister  Nettie  Woodall  of  Charlotte.  All  are 
MOC  alums. 

Note  the  cornerstone,  dating  from  1905,  which  was  taken  from  the  building  and  will  be 
displayed  on  the  new  campus.  Names  of  those  attending  the  "Last  Dinner"  and  those  who 
made  a  $100  contribution  will  be  placed  in  a  capsule  inside  the  cornerstone. 


The  building  was  constructed 
from  1903-1905  as  a  result  of  Gov. 
Charles  B.  Aycock's  education 
promotions  and  fund  allotments. 
Brick  used  in  the  construction 
came  from  Borden  Brick  Com- 
pany, then  located  in  Goldsboro. 

After  more  than  40  years  of  ser- 
vice as  the  Mount  Olive  Elemen- 
tary School,  the  building  was 
closed  in  1951.  It  was  condemned 
shortly  thereafter. 


David  Charles  Hansley  was  a 
boy  when  his  father,  the  Rev. 
David  Hansley,  was  on  the  educa- 
tion committee  of  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in  1953. 
When  the  church  voted  to  open  a 
college  for  its  people,  Mr.  Hansley 
brought  David  Charles  to  Mount 
Olive  to  examine  the  Mount  Olive 
Elementary  School  building. 

David  Charles,  now  a  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister  and  alumnus  of 


MOC  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  shares 
memories  of  the  original  home  of  Mount 
Olive  College. 


Mount  Olive  College,  shared  his 
impressions  of  his  first  visit. 

"We  came  on  my  dad's 
Chrysler  and  we  rode  around 
town.  I  remember  we  got  out  of 
the  car  and  walked  through  weeds 
that  were  about  waist-high.  We 
came  into  the  building  and  looked 
around.  And  I  never  have  seen 
such  a  mess.  Windows  were 
broken  out,  plaster  had  fallen,  and 
the  ceiling  was  caving  in.  Trash, 
old  desks ;  people  had  come  in  and 
tried  to  destroy  the  building  as  it 
was  left,"  he  remembered. 

David  Charles  said  his  father 
walked  outside  and  told  Lloyd 
Vernon,  another  member  of  the 
church's  education  committee, 
"Vernon,  I  believe  we  can  do 
something  with  it.  I  don't  know 
what,  but  we  can  do  something 
with  it." 

With  that  proclamation,  the 
fledgling  Mount  Allen  Junior  Col- 
lege found  a  home  in  Mount  Olive. 
The  first  students  were  enrolled  in 
September,  1954. 

"Through  all  that  grass,  all  that 
rubble,  all  the  things  we  saw,  my 
dad  never  lost  the  vision.  He  could 
see,  through  every  bit  of  that, 
what  this  place  could  become," 
Mr.  Hansley  said. 

Town  residents,  former  College 
staff  and  alumni  also  shared 
memories  of  the  building  at  the 
'  'Last  Dinner, ' '  which  MOC  Presi- 
dent W.  Burkette  Raper  closed 
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with  a  note  about  the  building's 
cornerstone.  Extracted  from  the 
building's  northeast  corner 
recently,  the  stone  yielded  several 
coins  from  the  turn  of  the  century 
and  a  membership  pin  of  the 
Twentieth  Century  Club,  founded 
in  1903. 

When  a  site  has  been  deter- 
mined, the  cornerstone  will  be 
relocated  on  the  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege campus,  "enshrined  in  a 
place  of  prominence  as  a  bridge 
preserving  the  heritage  of  this 
building,  the  early  home  of  our 
college,"  Dr.  Raper  said. 


The  classes  of  1955,  1956,  and  1957.  What  a 
graduates! 


contrast  to  the  1993  class 


included  163 


The  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center  Grand  Opening,  April,  1993. 


Chris  Singleton,  second  from  left,  pastor  of  Beulaville  Church, 
Duplin  County,  and  his  wife,  Vickie,  middle,  with  John  and  Marlene 
Everett  of  Westside  in  Lenoir  County. 


if* 

mmmm. 

Stephanie  Green,  class  of  1991 ,  with  Mrs.  Suzanne  Coates  and  fami- 
ly, and  MOC  admissions  director  Dianne  Riley  of  Saint  Mary's,  New 
Bern.  Mrs.  Coates  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Donald  Coates,  pastor  of 
Pine  Level  in  Johnston  County. 
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Cecil  Cahoon  II,  MOC  class  of  1992,  with  his  sister,  Carol,  both 
members  of  Bridgeton  Church  in  Craven  County. 
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LOIS  K.  MURPHY 
REGIONAL  CENTER  OPENS 

by  Cecil  Cahoon  II 
Class  of  1992,  Goldsboro  News-Argus 
Staff  Writer 

More  than  700  people  attended 
the  grand  opening  of  the  Lois  K. 
Murphy  Regional  Center,  the  stu- 
dent union  and  dining  hall  com- 
plex at  Mount  Olive  College. 

An  early  luncheon  was  catered 
in  the  building  for  Project  EAST, 
but  the  official  first  dinner  was 
served  to  faculty,  staff,  and 
students  in  mid- April.  At  the  din- 
ner, poet  Lee  Witte  presented  her 
poem,  "O  Beautiful  Mount  Olive," 
and  Patti  O'Donoghue,  MOC 
public  information  director, 
presented  a  scrapbook  album  of 
photographs  and  chronological 
newspaper  articles  that  detailed 
the  building's  construction.  The 
album  was  compiled  by  Kimberly 
Sutton  of  Clinton,  a  rising 
sophomore  and  leaders  scholar- 
ship recipient. 

L.  Marvin  Edwards,  chairman 
of  the  MOC  Board  of  Trustees  and 
member  of  Saint  Mary's  Church 
of  Kenly,  welcomed  the  College 
family  to  the  Center,  calling  its 
opening  a  "blessed  occasion." 
Tracy  McCoy,  a  rising  senior  and 
member  of  Core  Creek  Church, 
spoke  on  behalf  of  the  student 
body  in  thanking  the  attending 
trustees  for  their  work  in  making 
the  facility  a  reality. 


Mrs.  Rose  Raper  talks  with  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  of  Piney  Grove 
Church  in  Duplin  County. 


MOC  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  pauses  with 
both  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church  in  Wilson,  both 


L.  Marvin  Edwards,  chairman  of  the  MOC  Board  of  Trustees  and  member  of  Saint  Mary's 
Church  of  Kenly,  right,  talks  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brantley  Sutton  of  Suttontown.  Mrs.  Sutton  is 
an  M.O.C.  Trustee. 


At  the  grand  opening  luncheon 
for  the  public,  College  trustees, 
county  and  town  officials  and 
business  leaders  were  invited  to 
tour  the  facility  and  the  campus. 

Former  State  Senator  Wendell 
Murphy  and  Lois  K.  Murphy,  his 
mother  and  the  namesake  of  the 
facility,  were  on  hand  to  meet 
with  faculty  members  and 
students  at  the  event.  Sen.  Mur- 
phy currently  serves  as  a  College 
trustee. 

Photo  presentations  and  scrap- 
books  commemorating  the  con- 
struction of  several  College 
facilities  were  arranged  in  other 
rooms  of  the  facility. 

The  new  facility  has  a  dining 
capacity  of  600  in  the  main  dining 
hall,  the  President's  Room,  and 
the  Hennessee  Room,  named  in  an 
April  ceremony  for  trustee 
William  L.  "Bill"  Hennessee  Jr. 
and  his  wife,  Bobbie  G.  Hen- 
nessee, of  Faison. 

The  center  is  designed  to  serve 
the  College,  the  church,  and  the 
public,  said  MOC  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper. 

"Our  objective  is  to  make  it  a 
regional  center  for  dining, 
cultural,  and  educational  events. 
So  far  as  we  know,  there  is  no 
comparable   facility   within  50 


Ms.  Pattie  Davis  and  Ms.  Pearl  Johnson  Hunt, 
of  whom  worked  as  early  cafeteria  staff. 
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miles  of  Mount  Olive,"  Dr.  Raper 
said. 

Dr.  Raper  predicted  that  the 
center,  in  connection  with  College 
Hall,  would  soon  provide  the  ser- 
vices of  a  civic  center  for  the 
region. 

THIRTY-NINTH 
COMMENCEMENT  WORSHIP 
SERVICE  HELD  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 

The  soft  evening  air  seemed  to 
breathe  the  dignity  of  the  event  as 
faculty,  administrators,  and  can- 
didates for  graduation  — all 
garbed  in  academic  regalia- 
moved  toward  Rodgers  Chapel  for 
the  39th  Commencement  Worship 
Service  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

Guests  had  already  arrived  and 
filled  the  chapel.  The  processional 
sounded,  and  those  to  be  honored 
marched  inside.  As  the  speaker 
would  say  later  in  the  program,  it 
was  "one  of  those  events  that 
helps  to  identify  us  as  a  church- 
sponsored  college  .  .  ."  in  a  time 
when  "this  type  of  religious  ser- 
vice is  no  longer  possible  in  public 
high  schools  and  colleges." 

President  W.  Burkette  Raper 
introduced  the  speaker,  Dr. 
Michael  R.  Pelt,  who  for  36  years 
has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Col- 
lege's Religion  Department. 

"What  has  Dr.  Pelt  brought  to 
Mount  Olive  College  during  these 
years?"  Dr.  Raper  asked  the  au- 
dience. 

"First,"  he  answered,  "Michael 
Pelt  has  brought  high  standards 
of  scholarship  to  the  College;  a 
quality  of  scholarship  that  would 


Worship  Service  speaker  Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt 
and  his  wife,  Betty  (left),  talk  with  Carlton 
Bradshaw  of  Jacksonville  following  the  ser- 
vice (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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be  respected  on  any  college  cam- 
pus. 

"Second,  he  has  brought  the 
quality  of  character,  of  integrity. 
If  you  have  a  Christian  college, 
you  have  to  have  people  of  integri- 
ty." 

"And  Dr.  Pelt  has  brought 
loyalty  to  the  distinctive  mission 
and  work  of  the  College.  These  are 
the  qualities  that  have  helped  to 
make  Mount  Olive  College  the 
kind  of  college  it  is,"  Dr.  Raper 
emphasized. 

Dr.  Pelt  based  his  sermon  on 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew,  chapter  6, 
verses  24-34,  "Seek  ye  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness  and  all  these  things 
shall  be  added  unto  you."  He  said 
that  in  today's  world  some  will 
say  that  "this  teaching  is  imprac- 
tical, that  it  just  will  not  'cut  it'  in 
our  society. 

"If  that  is  the  case,"  Dr.  Pelt 
said,  "it  is  because  we  live  in  a 
world  that  is  saturated  with 
greed,  that  is  characterized  by  an 
endless  grasping  for  material 
wealth  .  .  .  we  too  can  fail  to  get 
our  priorities  right.  That's  what 
Jesus'  teaching  in  this  passage  is 
all  about." 

Dr.  Pelt  shared  some  of  his  ex- 
periences as  a  young  man— as  a 
newly-wed  theological  student, 
part-time  pastor,  new  father- 
how  he  and  his  wife,  Betty, 
worked  together  so  that  they 
could  each  complete  their  educa- 
tions and  how  she  worked  as  a 
public  school  teacher  to  support 
the  family. 

"We  did  this  because  we  truly 
believed  that  it  was  God's  will  for 
us  and  we  did  not  go  lacking  for 


the  necessities  of  life,"  he  said. 

The  Pelts  had  four  children 
when  there  was  no  money  for 
medical  insurance  and  they  had 
been  married  for  14  years  before 
they  had  money  for  the  down  pay- 
ment on  a  home— and  that  money 
came  from  a  small  inheritance. 

"Our  situation  was  not  unique, 
but  I  make  this  statement  in  order 
to  suggest  that  those  who  are  will- 
ing to  trust  in  God  will  find  that  He 
is  trustworthy,  and  that  the  prom- 
ise of  Christ  is  true  for  us." 

Dr.  Pelt  analyzed  biblical 
descriptions  of  the  "Kingdom  of 
God,"  saying,  "In  Jesus  the  iden- 
tity of  the  God  who  reigns  is  now 
made  known.  In  Jesus  Christ,  God 
was  at  work  reconciling  the  world 
to  Himself  .  .  .  and  we  can  be  sure 
He  is  not  indifferent  to  human  sin 
and  suffering. 

"The  living  Christ  knows  what 
our  real  needs  are  and  that  our 
greatest  need  is  to  respond  in 
repentance  and  faith  to  the  claims 
of  God's  sovereign  love." 

Dr.  Pelt  concluded,  "At  this 
time  in  your  life,  when  you  are 
faced  with  so  many  important 
decisions,  my  hope  is  that  you  will 
get  your  priorities  right.  May  God 
help  us  to  trust  Him  with  our 
future,  whatever  that  future  may 
bring." 

COMING  EVENTS  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Friday- Saturday,  June  11  and  12, 

Layman's  League  Spiritual  Life 
Retreat,  "In  Christ:  Liberty- 
Justice-Freedom,"  6  p.m.  (Fri- 
day), 9  a.m.— 3:30  p.m.  (Satur- 
day), Eagles  Nest  (Dr.  K.  David 
Hines,  assistant  to  the  president, 
[919]  658-2502). 

Monday,  June  21,  Summer  Orien- 
tation for  freshmen,  8  a.m.— 4 
p.m.,  College  Hall  (Linda  S. 
Kraft,  director  of  Advisement, 
[919]  658-2502). 

Monday,  June  28,  Session  B  of 
Summer  School  begins,  8  a.m., 
Henderson  Building,  registration 
on  the  first  day  of  classes  (Admis- 
sions, 1-800-653-0854). 
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MEMORIES  OF 
VANDEMERE 

by  Happy  Taylor 

Has  it  been  25  years?  Here  we 
are,  this  year,  celebrating  Camp 
Vandemere's  Silver  Anniversary. 

The  first  Woman's  Conference 
at  Camp  Vandemere  was  held  in 
June  1971.  There  were  only  seven 
campers  who  spent  the  nights,  but 
the  grounds  were  filled  with  day 
campers.  Mount  Zion  Church 
members,  along  with  Earl  and 
Ovelma  Holton,  saw  to  it  that  we 
were  made  welcome  and  that  our 
every  need  was  met.  The 
churches  throughout  the  area 
brought  their  pastor  and  choir  for 
the  night  services  and  the 
fellowship  was  wonderful. 

WHAT  MEMORIES! 

The  Rev.  Willie  Stilley  catching 
fish  for  dinners,  his  old  van  tours 
of  Vandemere,  Mrs.  Stilley  and 
her  crafts  .... 

Earl  Holton' s  car  lights  coming 
down  the  path  to  the  camp  at  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning  after  a 
storm  when  our  current  went  out; 
also,  the  trips  out  on  Bay  River  on 
his  boat  .... 

Fresh  flowers  at  our  worship 
center  by  Ovelma  Holton  .... 

Canoe  rides— or  spills— on  the 
river  with  Louise  Bryan  and 
Margaret  Ard  .... 

Deborah  King  preparing  food 
from  the  countries  where  our  mis- 
sionaries were. 

Special  encouragement  to 
"Send  Out  the  Light,"  by  Minnie 
Chandler,  by  preparing  "boats" 
with  candles,  placing  them  in  the 
water  at  a  night  service  .... 

The  laughter  and  interesting 
early  Free  Will  Baptist  stories  by 
Bertie  Howard,  Bertha  Thomp- 
son, Annie  Mallard,  Gertrude 
Ballard,  and  others  .... 

Before  the  new  water  systems, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Ingram  bringing 
gallons  of  good  water  to  drink  .... 

The  love  and  encouragement  of 
Alice  Barrow,  Faye  Evans,  and 
Ruby  Hancock  to  have  a  Woman's 
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Conference  at  Camp  Vandemere 

Good  times  during  music  with 
Nina  Grace  Register  and  after- 
noon Bible  Studies  by  women 
from  throughout  the  Eastern 
District  .... 

The  first  check  presented  to 
Treasurer  Jimmie  Spruill  by  the 
Camp  Vandemere  Woman's  Con- 
ference .... 

The  good  times  the  ladies 
shared  in  selecting  the  most 
helpful  camper  and  naming  her 
"Miss  Camp  Vandemere"  .... 

The  Rev.  Taylor  Hill  playing  his 
guitar  and  the  campers  singing 
until  after  midnight;  and  Mrs. 
Hill  yodeling  .... 


Crossing  the  river  on  the  ferry 
to  tour  Cherry  Point,  Fort  Macon, 
and  the  grand  tour  of  Oriental,  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Bertha  Thompson 

The  church  buses  that  carried 
us  on  our  trips,  Earl  Davis  from 
the  Deep  Run  Church,  D wight 
Hawley,  and  Doug  Skinner  .... 

The  visits  and  reports  from  the 
representatives  of  our  ministries, 
the  visits  of  pastors  from  the 
Eastern  Conference,  and  the 
many  auxiliary  members 
throughout  the  state  .... 

And  yes,  when  the  wind  was  just 
right,  we  had  mosquitoes  .... 

These  are  only  some  of  my 
memories,  won't  you  come  and 
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join  us  at  the  Silver  Anniversary 
conference  and  share  yours  with 
us?  Cathy  Grumpier  and  I  are 
directing  this  week  and  we  invite 
you  to  join  us  in  this  grand 
celebration  ....  and  bring  your 
pictures. 


"Women  of  the  Year"  will  be 
recognized  on  Monday  afternoon 
(and  again  during  the  evening 
service).  Those  present  will  be 
presented  gifts.  The  "Women  of 
the  Year"  are  encouraged  to 
come  for  the  week,  and  if  that  is 


not  possible,  for  the  day.  All  the 
"Women  of  the  Year"  will  be 
recognized,  regardless  of  their  be- 
ing present.  Local  auxiliaries  'are 
reminded  that  summaries/ 
resumes  of  those  to  be  honored 
need  to  be  submitted. 


A  DREAM  ...  A  REALITY  .  .  . 


Sometimes  God  seems  to  be  so  slow  .  .  . 

'  'For  still  the  vision  awaits  its  time ;  it  hastens  to  the  end— it  will  not  lie.  If  it  seems  slow, 
wait  for  it,  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  delay"  (Habakkuk  2:3). 


The  building  is  a  multi-purpose  facility.  The 
3,600  square  foot  modular  unit,  when  completed,  will 
have  an  area  for  worship,  which  can  be  converted 
quickly  into  a  fellowship  hall,  four  classrooms,  kit- 
chen, restrooms,  and  a  pastor's  study. 


It  takes  more  than  money  to  build  a  church 
building.  It  takes  time,  dedication,  and  ambition.  St. 
Cloud  Mission/ Church  has  been  occupied  but  not 
completed. 


Of  course,  it  took  money  to  purchase  the 
modular  building,  along  with  two  lots;  but  it  was 
devotion  of  a  loyal  group  of  members,  along  with  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism,  who  saw 
the  potential  use  of  a  church  building  as  a  tool  that 
brought  the  dream  into  reality. 

June  1993 


As  is  often  the  case,  the  building  program,  over 
the  past  two  years,  was  a  real  focal  point  for  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  and  the  St. 
Cloud  Mission/Church.  The  director/pastor,  the 
Rev.  William  Bronson,  said  "that  the  anticipation 
which  the  building  program  created  was  not  an  end 
in  itself,  but  that  it  has  given  us  new  life  and 
developed  a  desire  for  outreach." 

(Turn  the  Page) 
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Once  the  occupancy  inspection  was  completed, 
the  church  was  able  to  move  from  the  home  of  the 
director/pastor,  which  was  filled  and  overflowing,  to 
a  spacious  building  that  can  accommodate  more 
than  120  people. 
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There  has  been  much  interest  shown  by  the 
townspeople  as  we  began  construction.  The 
members  have  been  busy  contacting  families 
through  personal  contacts,  the  local  paper,  and 
flyers. 

The  director/pastor  feels  that  the  Sunday  morn- 
ing worship  must  be  attractive  and  useful  as  an 
evangelistic  tool.  The  new  worship  facility  will  add  a 
pleasant  atmosphere  for  visiting  families  to  en- 
counter. Families  in  the  mission/ church  have  also 
indicated  that  they  now  feel  better  about  bringing 
their  friends  and  neighbors.  This  new  facility  has 
eliminated  the  crowded  conditions  they  previously 
had  in  the  Bronsons'  home. 

Even  though  there  is  a  building  for  worship, 
there  remains  a  list  of  needs.  You  or  your  church 
might  desire  to  help  in  this  endeavor  for  Christ  by 
providing  the  funds  for  the  following : 

A.  Copy  machine,  $1,000 

B.  Stove  for  kitchen,  $285 

C.  Hood  for  stove,  $200 

D.  Nursery  equipment,  $800 

E.  Furniture,  pastor's  study,  $800 

F.  Folding  table,  $1,200 

G.  Chairs,  $1,200 

H.  Chalkboards,  bulletin  boards,  $500 

Should  you  be  in  Florida,  please  make  plans  to 
worship  with  us  at  3121  Old  Canoe  Creek  Road,  St. 
Cloud,  Florida. 

The  vision  to  construct  this  building  in  a  growing 
development  provides  unlimited  opportunities.  Good 
fruit  will  abound  as  this  mission/ church  continues  to 
intensify  its  effectiveness  in  St.  Cloud,  Florida. 
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-DECISION»DISCIPLESHIP»DISCOVERY 


June  Women's  Auxiliary 
June  7-12 

Contact:  Teresa  Ball 
Route  l,Box  96-B 
Grifton,NC  28530 

Minister's  Conference 
June  14-17 

Contact:  Philip  Boykin 
Route  5,  Box  177 
Dunn,  NC  28334 

Christian  Cadet 
June  21-26 
Contact:  Gary  Bailey 
1 1 2  Crosswinds  Drive 
Goldsboro,  NC  27530 

Youth  Frontier  (YFA) 
June  28  -  July  3 
Contact:  Scott  &  Janie  Sowers 
Route  l,Box  106-B 
Farmville,  NC  27828 

Youth  Frontier  (AFC) 
July  5-10 

Contact:  Doug  Skinner 
817  Lynn  Road 
Durham,  NC  27703 


General  Youth  II 
July  12-17 
Contact:  Chris  Singleton 
Box  162 
Beulaville,  NC  28518 

General  Youth  I 
July  19-24 
Contact:  Bryant  Hines 
P.O.  Box  266 
Cove  City,  NC  28523 

Young  People's  Bible 
^       July  25-31 
Contact:  James  Gurganus 
Route  3,  Box  64 
Newport,  NC  28570 

August  Women's  Auxiliary 
August  2-7 
Contact:  Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 

Cornerstone 
November  26-28 
Contact:  Teresa  Ball 
Route  1,  Box  96-B 
Grifton,  NC  28530 


ESUS  would  go  regular- 
ly to  a  mountaintop  to 
pray,  as  was  His 
custom.  Faithfully,  the 
Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  has  come  to 
the  mountains  of  Black 
Mountain  to  pray.  For 
48  years,  our  pastors, 
our  lay  people,  and  our 
youth  have  journeyed  to 
Cragmont  Assembly  to 
make  decisions  for 
Christ,  to  learn  more 
about  discipleship,  and 
to  discover  more  of 
what  it  means  to  be 
Christian. 

The  staff  at  Cragmont 
would  like  to  invite  you 
to  join  any  of  the  various 
programs  listed  to  find 
out  or  rediscover  why 
Cragmont  has  become  a 
denominational  tradi- 
tion. 


June  1993 
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YFA  WEEK 
June  28-July  3 


There  will  be:      LI  Lots  of  young  people. 

iselors  who  care.  Bible  studies,  dorm  devotions,  vespers. 


C9) 

(j^  Counj 

j  Trips,  fun  times,  "happening"  events,  and  lots  of  excitement. 

IS\  Music,  new  friends,  and  more  than  we  have 
—         room  to  describe! 


YFAers  will  soon  be  traveling  to  Cragmont  Assembly  to  attend  the  1993  Youth  Frontier  Conference.  Youth 
Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week  is  unique  because  it  is  the  only  youth  encampment  at  Cragmont  planned  for 
just  teenagers.  This  encampment  is  a  time  of  fun  and  fellowship,  a  time  of  soul-searching  and  inspiration.  This 
year's  encampment  is  scheduled  for  June  28-July  3.  Activities  planned  include  a  trip  to  Carowinds. 

Our  DiscipleNow  theme  will  feature  concentrated  Bible  study  and  an  emphasis  on  discipleship,  recrea- 
tion, missions/ evangelism,  and  much  more.  The  1993  YFA  encampment  will  be  a  discipleship  event  with  the 
purpose  of  beginning  or  continuing  the  process  of  discipleship  development  in  the  lives  of  youth. 

To  make  sure  that  you  are  among  those  attending  YFA  Week,  please  mail  the  application  below  soon! 
Send  the  application  with  a  $55  registration  fee.  Letters  explaining  what  you  need  to  carry  to  camp  will  be  sent 
when  your  registration  fee  is  received.  The  total  cost  of  the  week  is  $155. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA  Week. 


APPLICATION 


Name 


Address   

City/Town   

State  Zip 


Send  application  to:  Scott  and  Janie  Sowers,  Directors,  Route  1,  Box  106-B,  Farmville,  NC  27828. 
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AFC  CONFERENCE 
July  5-10,  1993 

Serving  Youth  Ages  8-12 
Cost  per  Camper:  $155 


Theme:  "To  Know  Him,  to  Love  Him,  to  Serve  Him"  (AFC  Motto) 


Learn  how  to  be  a  good  Ambassador  For  Christ 
at  home,  at  school,  at  play  .  .  .  and  still  have  fun! 


To  register  for  AFC  Conference,  complete  this  information: 


Name  

Address  

Phone   

Age  

Sex  

Name  of  Church  

Please  send  this  information,  along  with  a  $25  ** Please  make  checks  payable  to 

registration  fee,  to:  aJ&*  Conference.  Registration  fee 


The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner 
817  Lynn  Road 
Durham,  NC  27703 
(Phone)  919/596-2456 


is  non-refundable  after  June  30. 


June  1993 
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"FALL  LIMITED  EDITION" 

We  are  once  again  offering  our  "Fall  Limited  Edition,"  which  includes  three  nights  at  Cragmont, 
two  days  traveling  to  and  from  Cragmont,  and  two  days  of  touring  the  mountains.  This  is  offered  by 
Cragmont  for  a  package  price  of  $175  per  person.  This  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  and  meals  at 
Cragmont.  This  price  EXCLUDES  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  while  away  from 
Cragmont  (unless  otherwise  designated). 

Limited  Edition  begins,  Monday,  October  11,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by 
motor  coach,  with  stops  in  several  eastern  North  Carolina  towns. 

Our  proposed  trips  this  year  are  to  Sweetwater,  Tennessee,  and  Spruce  Pine,  North  Carolina.  The 
trip  to  Sweetwater  will  be  to  visit  the  world's  largest  underground  lake.  The  lake  covers  4%  acres  and 
is  recognized  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  as  a  Registered  Natural  Landmark.  This  is  due  to  the 
natural  phenomenon  of  the  lake  as  well  as  the  abundance  of  a  large  collection  of  rare  "cave  flowers." 
There  are  NO  STEPS  on  this  tour,  but  there  is  a  gradual  incline  as  you  walk  back  to  the  entrance  from 
the  lake.  The  lake  has  some  of  the  largest  rainbow  trout  in  the  United  States. 

The  next  day  we  will  travel  north  to  Spruce  Pine  and  visit  a  "gem  mine."  Several  large  gems  have 
been  found  in  the  mines  in  western  North  Carolina.  You  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  "pan  mine"  for 
gems. 

Of  course,  we  will  pick  out  a  great  restaurant  for  you  to  eat  at  one  night,  which  will  be  included  in 
your  package  price. 

Limited  Edition  will  come  to  an  end  Thursday,  October  lit,  1993.  The  buses  will  leave  after 
breakfast  to  return  to  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please 
return  the  completed  reservation  form  along  with  $50  non-refundable  deposit.  The  balance  of  $125  will 
be  due  by  September  24,  1993. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  fall  retreat.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you 
from  the  hassle  of  planning  and  driving. 


Mail  to  "LIMITED  EDITION,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 

NAME:  SEX:   

ADDRESS   

CITY :  STATE :  ZIP :  

PHONE :  day  evening  

CHURCH:   

For  health  reasons  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room?  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


Because  of  limited  space  in  our  buildings,  if  a  group  of  five  or  more  people  want  to  stay  together  we 

will  have  the  dorm  available  for  this  use.  We  would  like  the  dorm?  

Please  indicate  at  which  bus  stop  you  would  prefer  to  board: 

Bus  Lot  


La  Grange 
Pikeville 
Goldsboro 
Smithfield 
Middlesex 
Wilson 
Greenville 
Ayden 
Kinston 


Pleasant  Grove  FWB  Church 

Stoney  Creek  FWB  Church  

McDonald's  (on  Hwy.  70) 


Stancil's  Chapel  FWB  Church 
Parkwood  Mall  (Belk's)  


Carolina  East  Mall  (Main  Entrance) 

Hardee's  

Food  Lion  (Hwy.  70)  
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DATE:  June,  1993 

SUBJECT:  Progress  Report— Silver  Anniversary 

Things  have  been  going  good  for  Camp  Vandemere  lately. 

1.  The  Open-air  Chapel/Activity  Center  has  been  completed. 

2.  The  new  family  sleeping  lodge  is  progressing  nicely.  One  room  is  about  ready  for  the 
furniture. 

3.  Clean-up  and  repairs  are  coming  along  good,  in  preparation  for  the  summer. 

4.  The  schedule  for  the  summer  is  looking  good  as  many  weekends  have  been  filled.  One 
week  has  been  planned  for  women  and  seven  weeks  for  youth. 

5.  The  Anniversary  Campaign  is  taking  shape. 

6.  The  Eastern  Conference  has  authorized  July  4,  1993,  as  Camp  Vandemere  Day.  Each 
church  is  encouraged  to  promote  the  Camp  and  have  special  prayer  for  it.  If  possible,  a 
special  offering  would  be  appropriate.  We  need  your  prayers  and  help. 

There  will  be  some  special  meetings  set  up  in  the  different  areas  of  our  church  in  the  next 
month.  We  are  requesting  each  pastor  to  attend,  along  with  some  representatives  from  his 
church.  We  would  like  especially  to  have  all  Auxiliary  officers.  The  facilities  for  camper  hook- 
up are  ready.  We  are  taking  reservations  for  the  family  sleeping  lodge,  the  rates  being  $10  per 
person,  or  $30  minimum  with  a  maximum  of  $50,  per  night.  Campers  are  responsible  for  their 
linens,  towels,  etc.  We  are  looking  to  hear  from  you! 


SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION 
at  the 


CRMP  URNDEMERE  WOMRN'S  CONFERENCE 

June  14-18,  1993 
Monday  -  June  14  -  arriual    9:30  a.m. 
Friday  -  June  18  -  Checkout    9:30  a.m. 

Registration  Form 


Name 


Address 


Church  and  Conference 
Phone   


Day-Campers  Only 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday 

Lunch  Breakfast  Breakfast  Breakfast 

Dinner  Lunch  Lunch  Lunch 

Dinner  Dinner  Dinner 


PLEASE  circle  days  you  plan  to  attend  and  meals  you  desire. 

(Day-Camper  fees  are  Breakfast  $3,  Lunch  $3.50,  Dinner  $4;  and  overnight  $10.) 

***************** 

Camp  Fees  are  $65  for  the  week.  Registration  fee  is  $10  with  the  balance 
due  upon  arriual.  Send  registration  forms  and  fees  to: 

Judith  Kennedy 
Route  1,  Boh  224 
Pink  Hill,  NC  28572 
Telephone:  (919)  298-4311 

NOTE:    Please  call  and  let  us  know  if  you  haue  a  group  coming  in  for  the  day,  so 

we  can  prepare  extra  meals. 
Co-Directors  -  Happy  Taylor  Cathy  Crumpler 

Route  1,  Boh  187  Route  2,  Boh  293-R 

Oeep  Run,  NC  28525  Mount  Oliue,  NC  28365 

(9 1 9) 523-9644  (9 1 9)  568-3758 
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FAMILY  DEVOTIONS 


by  Dr.  Jerry  MacGregor 


Are  you  one  of  those  Christian  parents  who 
wants  to  have  family  devotions,  but  doesn't  know 
how  to  get  started?  "Excuse  me,"  many  Christian 
parents  would  like  to  say,  "but  could  you  just  show 
me  how  to  do  it?  I'm  not  creative;  I  can  never  find 
the  time  in  my  crazy  schedule,  and  I  don't  need  to  be 
convinced  that  what  the  Scripture  says  about  train- 
ing my  children  is  right.  I  know  it's  right.  I  just  don't 
know  how  to  do  it ! " 

Here's  a  workable  pattern  to  follow.  Pick  a 
value  for  the  week;  for  example,  forgiveness,  holi- 
ness, or  friendliness.  Do  something  different  every 
day  to  emphasize  how  a  Christian  lives  that  value. 
Vary  the  way  you  teach  that  value.  Some  days  you'll 
use  projects,  others  you'll  read  Scripture,  still  others 
you'll  talk  about  a  picture  that  gives  some  insight  in- 
to the  value.  Each  day  is  not  heavy  duty  Bible  study. 
Instead,  every  day  adds  a  little  to  what  is  taught  in 
an  enjoyable  way.  The  same  pattern  could  be  fol- 
lowed week  after  week.  A  week  might  work  like  this. 


Living  Value  for  the  Week:  LOYALTY  (to  our 

mates) 
Scripture:  Leviticus  23 

Memory  Verse:   "Submit  to  one  another  out  of 

reverence  for  Christ"  (Ephesians  5:21). 
Materials: 

wedding  photos 

index  cards 

dice  and  buttons 

books  on  the  meanings  of  names 

pens  and  paper 

Sunday  —  A  Topic  Introduction 

Get  out  your  wedding  pictures  and  tell  the  children 
about  your  wedding.  Ask,  "What  promises  did  Mom 
and  Dad  make  to  each  other  at  the  wedding?" 

Monday  — A  Simple  Activity 

For  a  fun  outside  game,  try  "hang  tag."  It's  like  any 
other  tag,  but  you  are  "safe"  whenever  you  are 
hanging  from  something,  and  your  feet  don't  touch 
the  ground.  Later  discuss:  "Has  anybody  ever  left 
you  hanging  when  you  were  depending  on  him  or 
her?  What  happened?" 

Tuesday  —  A  Story  Time 

Read  Leviticus  23  to  your  kids  and  explain  that  God 
wants  us  to  remember  important  events  and  to 
celebrate  them.  Discuss:  "What  are  some  events 
that  our  family  remembers  and  celebrates  each 
year?" 

June  1993 


Wednesday  — A  Self -Esteem  Builder 

At  your  local  library,  find  books  that  explain  the 
meanings  of  names  (try  The  Best  Baby  Name  Book 
Ever  or  some  other  baby-naming  book).  Ask  your 
child  to  research  his  or  her  name.  Write  it,  along 
with  a  description  and  an  appropriate  verse,  on  a 
decorative  piece  of  paper.  Display  this  name-plate 
on  your  refrigerator. 

Thursday  —  A  Family  Worship  Time 

On  index  cards,  write  questions  about  your  wedding 
and  marriage.  (Example:  Where  did  we  go  on  our 
first  date?  What  did  I  say  when  I  asked  Mom  to 
marry  me?  Where  was  our  first  home?  What  was 
Mom's  nickname  for  Dad?)  Create  your  own  ques- 
tions and  make  sure  some  of  them  are  funny.  Sit 
around  your  living  room  and  look  at  old  pictures  of 
Mom  and  Dad.  Then  pass  out  the  cards  and  give  a 
pop  quiz  on  the  subject.  Finish  the  quiz  by  asking, 
"How  do  Mom  and  Dad  show  that  they  love  and  are 
loyal  to  each  other?"  Spend  time  giving  sentence 
prayers  to  God  thanking  Him  for  our  family. 

Friday  —  Another  Simple  Activity 

Take  a  nature  walk  in  the  woods  or  a  park.  Talk 
about  trees  having  roots  that  keep  them  in  place. 
Discuss:  "What  roots— family  history  and  tradi- 
tions—help our  family  'stay  in  place'?" 

Saturday  — A  Special  Event 

Play  The  Family  Game  together.  Draw  a  house  on 
a  large  sheet  of  paper,  and  put  50  numbered  squares 
inside  it.  Create  a  series  of  cards  that  ask  questions 
(for  example:  What  is  your  favorite  family 
memory?  What  three  words  describe  you?  If  you 
had  $100,  what  would  you  buy?  Can  you  say  Ephe- 
sians 5:21?).  Play  this  like  you'd  play  most  simple 
board  games.  Everyone  has  a  game  piece  (a 
button).  Each  person  rolls  the  dice  to  answer  one 
question  and  advance  the  rolled  number  of  squares. 
The  first  person  to  get  to  the  end  of  the  50  squares 
wins.  Consider  adding  some  "action  squares"  to  the 
game.  If  you  land  on  one  you  have  to  cartwheel, 
meow,  or  do  some  other  silly  activity. 

For  more  help  and  ideas  for  creative  family 
devotions,  see  Jerry  MacGregor's  book,  The  Family 
Discipleship  Handbook — 365  Activities  to  Nurture 
Your  Child's  Spiritual  Growth  (Chariot  Family 
Publishing,  1993).  Jerry  MacGregor  is  a  pastor, 
Associate  Vice  President  at  Trinity  Western  Univer- 
sity in  Langley,  BC,  and  the  father  of  three  children. 

This  article  is  offered  by  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.,  850  North 
Grove  Avenue,  Elgin  IL  60120. 
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by  William  J.  Murray 


June  17,  1993,  will  mark  the  30th  anniversary  of 
the  removal  of  prayer  from  the  public  schools  of  the 
United  States.  The  Supreme  Court  decision  did  not 
just  remove  prayer  and  Bible  reading  from  the 
schools,  however.  All  moral  teaching  was  removed 
as  well,  leaving  a  void  for  our  children  that  has  been 
filled  by  violence  and  drugs. 

My  own  family  began  a  30-year  moral  decline  in 
America  by  helping  to  kick  God  out  of  our  schools! 
The  case  to  remove  prayer  from  public  schools 
began  in  Baltimore  in  1960,  when  my  mother,  atheist 
leader  Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair,  was  refused  citizen- 
ship in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Upon  returning  to  the  United  States,  she  was  in- 
furiated that  her  sons  would  have  to  go  to  a  school 
where  prayer  was  allowed  and  true  American 
values  taught. 


America  was  founded 
as  "one  nation 
under  God." 
The  United  States 
was  not  intended 
by  God  or  by  our 
forefathers  to  become 
a  secular  nation. 

As  a  result,  she  began  a  lawsuit  to  remove  prayer 
from  the  schools.  Throughout  the  next  three  years, 
while  the  case  was  being  decided,  my  mother  sup- 
ported herself  by,  among  other  means,  managing 
the  Communist  Party  bookstore  in  Baltimore. 

The  very  liberal  United  States  Supreme  Court  of 
the  1960s  established  Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair  as  a 
"champion"  of  American  "civil  liberties"  when  it 
banned  prayer  from  public  schools  in  1963.  A  woman 
who  had  sworn  away  her  American  citizenship  and 
applied  to  the  Soviet  Union  for  political  asylum  was 
made  a  hero  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  American  schools  and  American  society 
have  been  on  the  decline  ever  since. 

The  famous  lawsuit  brought  by  my  mother 
resulted  in  great  damage  to  the  social  fabric  of  this 
nation.  The  damaging  effects  of  the  lawsuit  which 
are  still  surfacing  today  include : 

•  A  ban  on  "  Judeo-Christian"  moral  teachings, 
such  as  monogamy,  heterosexual  orientation, 
respectful  behavior,  and  proper  dress  codes,  in  the 
schools. 


•  The  elimination  of  Christian  hymns  at 
Christmas  time. 

•  The  elimination  of  Christmas  and  Easter 
plays  in  which  Christ  is  depicted.  (The  schools  now 
have  "Winter"  and  "Spring"  plays.) 

•  Restrictions  on  student  distribution  of  Chris- 
tian literature  in  schools,  including  pro-life 
materials. 

•  The  removal  of  references  to  Christ  as  a 
religious  figure  from  textbooks. 

•  The  actual  removal  of  Bibles  and  other  "of- 
fensive" Christian  materials  from  school  libraries, 
and,  in  many  instances,  the  violation  of  students' 
basic  rights  by  the  removal  of  personal  Bibles. 

•  The  introduction  of  a  "values  neutral"  educa- 
tional system  which  teaches  and  promotes  alter- 
native lifestyles  such  as  homosexuality. 

•  The  elimination  of  prayers  at  commencement 
activities  and  by  school  athletes  prior  to  sporting 
events. 

THE  HIGH  PRICE  OF  GODLESSNESS 

The  removal  of  God  from  America's  educational 
system  and  from  American  society  in  general  has 
manifested  itself  in  numerous  ways.  The  rate  of 
pregnancy  among  teenagers  has  risen  300  percent 
since  1963.  Venereal  disease  rates  have  climbed  over 
300  percent  as  well,  and  the  AIDS  epidemic  will  kill 
millions. 

Violence  in  our  society  has  increased  three 
times  faster  than  the  populuation.  The  United  States 
claims  the  highest  rates  of  abortion,  divorce, 
murder,  and  rape  of  any  industrialized  nation  in  the 
world.  All  testing  standards  show  our  children  fall- 
ing further  behind  European  and  Asian  students 
each  year. 

The  American  people  have  now  elected  a  pro- 
choice,  pro-homosexual  president  who  has  confessed 
to  adultery  and  drug  use.  The  election  of  Bill  Clinton 
only  emphasizes  the  degree  to  which  the  moral  stan- 
dards of  our  nation  have  declined.  President 
Clinton's  moral  track  record  could  not  have  won  him 
an  election  in  Japan,  England,  France,  or  Germany. 

ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH 

America  was  founded  as  "one  nation  under 
God."  The  United  States  was  not  intended  by  God  or 
by  our  forefathers  to  become  a  secular  nation. 
America  will  face  a  social  holocaust  if  the  turn  back 
to  God  and  the  moral  principle  He  has  dictated  to  us 
in  His  Word  does  not  begin  today. 
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Thirty  years  of  decline  is  enough.  America  must 
be  turned  around  now.  June  17,  1993,  can  mark  the 
beginning  of  such  a  turn  around.  On  June  17, 
1993— the  30th  anniversary  of  the  removal  of  prayer 
from  public  schools— Christians  across  the  nation 
can  begin  the  process  of  winning  back  our  educa- 
tional institutions  and  our  nation. 

The  30-year  mark  of  the  removal  of  prayer  from 
public  schools  can  be  a  turning  point  for  this  nation. 
June  17  has  been  set  as  a  rallying  point  for  Chris- 
tians to  turn  the  tide  of  society  away  from  the 
secular,  anti-God  foundation  it  now  stands  upon.  On 
June  17,  a  huge  revival,  which  is  being  referred  to  as 
"Miracle  Day  93,"  will  take  place  in  Baltimore  and 
will  include  the  participation  of  leaders  from  all 
denominations . 

More  than  10,000  Christians  are  expected  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  revival,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Baltimore  Arena.  Similar  rallies  will  be  held  in 
cities  across  America.  This  is  not  just  a  one-day  af- 
fair. The  people  coming  together  at  these  rallies  will 
form  the  basis  of  a  new  movement  to  return  God  to 
the  public  life  of  America. 

This  is  also  not  just  an  issue  of  school  prayer. 
The  Christian  leaders  and  organizations  involved 
are  interested  in  far  more  than  the  school  prayer 
issue. 


The  people  coming 
together  at  these 
rallies  will  form  the 
basis  of  a  new 
movement  to 
return  God  to  the 
public  life  of  America. 


This  is  a  day  in  which  all  groups  concerned  with 
returning  America  to  a  moral  road  will  unite. 

Pro-life,  pro-family,  anti-violence,  anti- 
pornography,  and  creation  science  forces  will  be 
working  together  to  make  this  a  new  beginning  for 
America.  Dozens  of  organizations  throughout  the  na- 
tion will  participate  in  this  new  beginning.  Christian 
radio  and  television  stations  throughout  America 
have  added  their  support  and  are  broadcasting 
material  in  support  of  the  Miracle  Day  revival  in 
Baltimore  and  other  cities. 

REALITY  CHECK 

What  can  realistically  be  achieved?  In  the  past 
12  years,  Christians  have  lost  the  political  battle. 
While  we  fought  in  Washington,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  and  other  liberal  organiza- 
tions fought  in  the  classroom  and  on  television, 
destroying  the  minds  and  morals  of  our  youth.  Those 
young  people  are  now  voting  pro-choice  and  pro- 


pornography.  We,  as  Christians,  can  no  longer  hope 
to  elect  godly,  moral  men  to  office  unless  we  go  back 
to  our  neighborhoods  and  win  individuals  to  Christ. 

About  54  percent  of  those  old  enough  to  vote  are 
pro-choice.  We  cannot  win  a  vote  on  the  abortion 
issue  without  winning  5  to  10  percent  of  these  pro- 
choice  supporters  to  a  true  and  meaningful  relation 
with  Christ.  Or  to  state  the  issue  more  broadly:  We 
cannot  win  any  more  elections  without  a  national 
revival.  And  we  can  begin  that  revival  by  reclaiming 
a  dark  day  in  American  history  and  turning  that 
date  into  a  marker  for  renewed  American  revival. 
We  as  Christians  need  a  day  in  history  we  can  point 
to  and  say,  "This  is  the  date  the  great  revival 
began." 

I  believe  God  directed  me  to  work  for  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  revival  in  this  country  while  I  was 
preaching  in  Australia  last  November.  Day  after 
day,  I  read  in  Australian  newspapers  about  the 
moral  decline  of  America.  Yet  there  I  was, 
preaching  the  gospel  in  Australia  while  my  own  land 
burned  in  sin  likened  to  the  fire  of  Hell. 

My  daily  morning  devotional  and  prayer  time 
grew  longer  and  longer  as  the  Holy  Spirit  placed  me 
under  great  conviction  for  abandoning  His  original 
calling  to  me.  God  had  directed  me  after  my  salva- 
tion in  1980  to  work  to  undo  what  my  atheist  family 
had  done.  But  during  a  ten-year  period,  I  had  moved 
away  from  that  calling. 

I  had  begun  to  preach  in  Russia  upwards  of  20 
times  a  year  and  had  even  founded  a  Bible 
publishing  company  in  Moscow.  But  other 
preachers,  other  evangelists  could  do  what  I  was  do- 
ing in  Russia  and  Central  America:  because  of  my 
background  as  the  son  of  America's  leading  atheist, 
only  I  could  preach  the  special  message  God  had 
given  me  for  America. 

God  has  blessed  Miracle  Day  93  already.  Many 
Christian  radio  and  TV  networks  have  aired  the  60- 
and  90-second  spots  calling  for  the  beginning  of  a  na- 
tional revival  on  June  17,  1993.  Many  Christian 
publications  have  offered  space  to  proclaim  the  new 
national  revival  and  thousands  of  churches  are 
already  participating  in  the  Miracle  Day  93  revival 
in  some  way. 

Now  is  the  time  for  Christians  to  win  back 
America.  To  do  anything  less  will  be  to  allow  the 
moral  decline  of  America  to  continue  and  to  allow 
our  fellow  Americans  to  draw  further  and  further 
away  from  God. 

William  J.  Murray  is  the  son  of  America's 
leading  and  most  outspoken  atheist  leader, 
Madalyn  Murray  O'Hair,  and  founder  of  the 
William  Murray  Faith  Foundation  in  Cop- 
pell,  Texas. 

Reprinted  from  Religious  Broadcasting,  May  1993. 
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-CHILDREN'S  CORNER  

by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

WORD  SEARCH 


David's  greatest  enemy  was  King  Saul.  Saul  was  so  jealous  of  David  that  he  tried  many 
times  to  have  him  killed.  It  did  not  matter  to  Saul  that  his  son  Jonathan  was  David's  best 
friend  or  that  his  daughter  Michal  was  David's  wife.  He  continued  to  try  to  kill  David,  but 
God  continued  to  protect  David. 

On  one  occasion,  Saul  sent  messengers  to  David's  house  to  wait  outside  until  David 
came  out.  They  were  then  supposed  to  kill  David.  However,  Michal  somehow  discovered  her 
father's  plans  and  got  David  out  of  danger.  She  told  David  that  he  would  be  killed  by  Saul's 
men  if  he  did  not  escape  before  morning.  So,  she  let  him  down  through  a  window  because  all 
of  the  doors  were  being  guarded  by  Saul's  men. 

When  the  doors  were  opened  in  the  morning,  the  messengers  from  Saul  entered  and 
searched  for  David.  Michal  told  them  that  David  was  sick  in  bed.  Knowing  that  these  men 
would  then  look  for  David  in  his  bed,  Michal  had  put  a  wooden  image  in  the  bed  and  wrapped 
it  up  closely  to  look  like  David  sleeping.  She  even  used  goat's  hair  to  look  like  David's  hair. 
Since  they  really  believed  that  David  was  sick,  the  messengers  returned  to  Saul.  Saul, 
however,  ordered  them  to  go  back  and  get  David  and  bring  him  in  his  bed  to  Saul  so  that 
Saul  could  kill  him  himself! 

When  the  messengers  arrived  at  David's  house,  they  discovered  Michal's  trick.  But  by 
this  time,  David  was  safe  with  Samuel  the  prophet. 

Find  the  words  from  the  story  in  the  word  search.  Look  horizonally,  vertically,  and 
diagonally.  Some  words  are  even  backwards! 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

THE  1993-94 
CONVENTION  BUDGET 

In  its  meeting  of  April  19,  1993, 
the  Convention's  Executive  Com- 
mittee approved  a  budget  which 
calls  for  a  full-time  Executive  Ad- 
ministrator beginning  October  1, 
1993.  To  advance  the  work  to  a 
full-time  basis  means  an  increase 
in  the  total  budget  of 
$20,915— from  $56,290  for  the  year 
1992-93  to  $77,205  for  this  new 
year.  This  new  budget  includes 
administration  costs,  Convention 
promotion  and  operating  costs, 
denominational  and  Convention 
publication  costs,  plus 
miscellaneous  expenditures.  The 
breakdown  is  basically  the  same 
as  previous  budgets. 

This  office  has  been  operating 
on  a  part-time  basis  for  almost 
four  years.  It  is  the  feeling  of  the 
Convention  officials  that  it  is  now 
time  to  move  to  a  full-time  basis. 
As  the  present  Executive  Ad- 
ministrator, I  share  this  convic- 
tion. As  expressed  many  times  in 
"Notes  and  Quotes,"  and  also  in 
many  of  our  denomination's 
meetings,  I  have  felt  personally 
for  years  that  Free  Will  Baptists 
have  needed  a  central  office  as 
well  as  a  representative  for  the 
work  of  the  Convention. 

In  the  April,  1993,  issue  of 
"Notes  and  Quotes,"  I  stated: 
"Sometime  soon,  the  Conven- 
tion's officers  will  be  formu- 
lating the  Convention  budget.  An 
increase  for  support  will  be  re- 
quested. Far  more  than  the  sug- 
gested $1  per  member  is  needed  if 
our  promotional  work  is  to  ad- 
vance. Please  keep  this  in  mind  as 
your  church  plans  its  budget. 
Each  church  will  be  hearing  from 
the  Convention." 

During  the  month  of  May,  let- 
ters were  mailed  to  all  pastors 
and  church  clerks  informing  them 
:  of  this  far-reaching  proposal.  The 
letter  which  was  sent  to  the 
pastors  was  as  follows : 

June  1993 


"Dear  Pastor: 

"The  Convention  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  is  at  an  impor- 
tant crossroads  in  planning  for  the 
future  of  our  denomination.  As  the 
Executive  Committee  has  given 
thought  and  prayer  to  the  question 
of  what  kind  of  church  we  should 
be  in  the  twenty-first  century,  we 
have  arrived  at  some  real 
challenges.  We  tried  to  think 
about  the  kind  of  church  that  you 
would  want  to  pastor  and  the  kind 
of  church  that  we  want  to  leave 
for  the  next  generation.  We 
believe  that  our  future  is  bright 
and  filled  with  opportunity  for 
developing  a  viable  church  that 
will  impact  the  world  in  the  years 
to  come. 

"In  order  to  have  strong  local 
churches,  like  (name  of  church), 
we  will  also  need  a  strong  Conven- 
tion. While  the  Convention  draws 
strength  from  grassroots  of  local 
churches  and  pastors,  those  same 
churches  and  pastors  need  the 
support  of  a  strong  denomination. 
The  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  is  an  extension  of 
your  ministry  and  can  provide 
you  with  support  and  resources  to 
enhance  your  work.  What  none  of 
us  can  do  alone,  we  can  do 
together. 

"We  are  convinced  that  now  is 
the  time  for  us  to  develop  a  strong 
Convention,  and  that  one  of  the 
most  important  steps  is  the 
development  of  a  full-time  Con- 
vention office.  Following  much 
prayer  and  careful  study,  we  have 
decided  to  move  the  Executive 
Administrator's  office  to  a  full- 
time  position  in  October  of  1993. 
This  single  step  has  had  more  ef- 
fect on  other  denominations  of  our 
size  than  any  other  one  thing. 


"The  Executive  Administrator 
is  too  limited  when  operating 
part-time  to  be  able  to  really 
assist  the  local  pastor  and  church. 
The  time  that  is  available  must  be 
spent  in  representing  the  Conven- 
tion and  its  work  within  and 
without  the  Convention.  There  is 
little  time  left  for  visiting  with 
pastors  and  churches,  and  almost 
no  time  for  developing  the  tools 
and  resources  needed  by  you  and 
your  church. 

"To  make  our  dreams  a  reality, 
we  must  have  more  support  from 
the  churches.  Your  gifts  to  the 
Convention  become  an  invest- 
ment in  your  future  and  the  future 
of  local  churches  that  are 
members  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  We 
are  challenging  (name  of  church) 
to  support  the  Convention  in  the 
amount  of  (amount)  annually. 
The  amount  was  determined  by 
your  average  morning  worship  at- 
tendance and  should  reflect  a 
challenge  for  your  active  par- 
ticipants. We  would  like  for  your 
■'Church  to  include  this  amount  in 
the  budget  for  this  year.  If  you 
have  already  adopted  your 
budget,  please  present  the 
challenge  to  your  church  for  con- 
sideration of  amending  your 
budget. 

"We  are  also  presenting  the 
challenge  to  your  treasurer. 
Please  be  sure  that  your  finance 
committee  and  your  church  are 
presented  with  the  challenge.  We 
are  counting  on  you  and  your 
church  to  help  us  prepare  for  the 
future. 

"In  His  service, 

"W.  Scott  Sowers,  President." 


JUNE  IS  CRAGMONT  ASSEMBLY  MONTH 


1233  North  Fork  Road 
Black  Mountain,  NC  28711 
(704)  669-7677 
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JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

GRADUATION  PRAYER 

Students  have  the  right  to  in- 
clude an  invocation  and  benedic- 
tion in  their  graduation  exercises, 
according  to  the  Supreme  Court's 
ruling  in  Lee  v.  Weisman  (1992). 
The  Supreme  Court  held  only  that 
it  violates  the  Establishment 
Clause  for  school  officials  to  invite 
clergy  to  give  prayers  at  com- 
mencement. Schools  may  permit 
high  school  students  to  include  a 
student-led  invocation  in  their 
graduation  ceremony.  Students 
do  possess  broad  free  speech 
rights  in  our  public  schools 
whether  in  the  cafeteria,  on  the 
playing  field,  or  on  campus  during 
authorized  hours. 

VALEDICTORIAN  ADDRESSES 

School  officials  must  under- 
stand that  the  well-established 
free  speech  rights  of  students  in- 
cludes the  right  to  religious 
speech.  Within  the  context  of 
valedictorian,  salutatorian,  or 
other  addresses,  students  may  in- 
itiate prayers,  Christian  testi- 
monies, or  other  religious  speech. 
Religious  speech  is  protected 
speech  under  the  First  Amend- 
ment. School  offtcials  may  not 
single  out  religious  speech  for 
negative  treatment,  so  long  as  it  is 
truly  student-initiated  and 
student-led. 

BACCALAUREATE  SERVICES 

Students,  community  groups, 
and  area  churches  are  entitled  to 
sponsor  events,  such  as  bac- 
calaureate services.  If  school 
facilities  are  available  to  the  com- 
munity for  use,  these  groups  must 
be  allowed  to  use  school  facilities 
also,  regardless  of  the  religious 
nature  of  their  activities.  Thus, 
avenues  still  exist  for  voluntary 
yearly  baccalaureate  cere- 
monies. 

SEEN  ON  A  T-SHIRT 

When  we  were  The  Young  and 
Restless,  and  worried  about  The 


Days  of  Our  Lives,  our  Heavenly 
Father  said:  "I'll  send  The 
Guiding  Light  so  that  All  My 
Children  may  live  in  Another 
World. " 

NIKE  TO  PARENTS 

Nike  is  embracing  controversy 
again  in  a  new  network  TV  spot 
that  says  parents,  not  profes- 
sional athletes,  should  be  youth 
role  models.  "I'm  not  paid  to  be  a 
role  model,"  NBA  star  Charles 
Barkley  says  in  the  stark 
30-second  spot.  That  duty,  Mr. 
Barkley  says,  falls  on  parents. 

Advertising  Age 

BEACH  MUSIC 

The  massive  party  known  as 
Spring  Break  held  at  Daytona 
Beach,  Florida,  had  an  unlikely 
guest  this  year— Christian  re- 
cording artist  Carman.  Carman, 
along  with  several  other  Christian 
recording  artists,  sang  and  lifted 
up  the  name  of  Jesus  in  what  was 
billed  "Beach  Reach  '93."  Ac- 
cording to  organizers,  some  300 
people  made  decisions  for  Christ 
during  the  altar  call. 

"If  you've  got  enough  nerve  to 
go  out  there  and  sing  about  Jesus 
to  a  bunch  of  people  with  bikinis 
and  beer  bottles,  you  might  as 
well  give  an  altar  call.  That's 
where  the  gospel  needs  to  be 
heard,"  says  Carman.  "I  felt  like 
this  was  what  the  Lord  wanted  us 
to  do— to  take  what  we  have  out  to 
where  the  kids  are." 

Carman  was  joined  by  The 
Newsboys,  E.T.W.,  Eric  Cham- 
pion, and  Ricky  Skaggs.  The  sing- 
ing could  be  heard  down  the  shore 
where  MTV  and  Playboy 
magazine  had  set  up  tents. 

Charisma 
May,  1993 

MORAL  MAJORITY 
RESURRECTED? 

Is  it  time  to  re-activate  the 
Moral  Majority?  That's  the  ques- 
tion being  asked  by  founder  Jerry 
Falwell.  Falwell  says  he  is  con- 
cerned that  America  has  lost  its 


vision  of  being  .  .  .  one  nation 
under  God  and  is  about  to  become 
a  hedonistic  nation  of  unre- 
strained homosexuality,  abortion, 
immorality,  and  lawlessness. 

"Some  people  have  told  me  that 
I  made  a  mistake  in  closing  Moral 
Majority  a  few  years  ago. 
Perhaps  I  did.  As  the  time,  I  felt 
we  had  reached  many  of  our 
goals— and  I  had  to  devote  more 
time  to  my  ministry  and  Liberty 
University,"  said  Falwell. 
Falwell  cites  that  the  liberals  and 
New  Agers  are  a  much  better 
organized  force  than  in  1979  and 
that  they  have  powerful  allies  in 
the  White  House  and  in  Congress. 

Liberty  Alliance 


RADICAL  FREEDOM  OF 
CHOICE  ACT  EXPECTED  SOON 

The  pro-abortion  movement, 
bolstered  by  the  recent  actions  of 
President  Clinton,  are  moving 
swiftly  to  get  approval  for  a 
radical  abortion  bill.  The  so- 
called  "Freedom  of  Choice  Act," 
is  a  far-reaching  piece  of  legisla- 
tion which  would  take  away  the 
rights  of  states  and  millions  of  in- 
dividuals to  make  choices  for 
themselves. 

The  bill  would  invalidate  all  in- 
formed consent  or  right-to-know 
laws  that  require  that  a  woman 
seeking  an  abortion  be  offered  ac- 
curate and  objective  information 
regarding  fetal  development  and 
alternatives  to  abortion.  These 
laws  have  been  upheld  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court;  invalidate  all 
waiting  periods,  which  have  also 
been  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court;  effectively  prohibit  in- 
dividual states  from  preventing 
abortions  at  any  time  during  the 
pregnancy  by  allowing  abor- 
tionists to  adopt  their  own  defini- 
tion of  "viability,"  and  to  perform 
abortion  even  up  to  the  time  of 
birth  for  reasons  of  "health,"  ! 
which  is  defined  to  include  "all 
factors  — physical,  emotional, 
(Continued  on  Page  36) 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


FATHER-SON  OUTING 

The  Layman's  League  of  Tar- 
boro  Church  sponsored  an  over- 
night camping  trip  for  fathers, 
sons,  and  friends,  April  30-May  1. 

This  was  an  opportunity  for  the 
fathers  to  enjoy  recreation  with 
their  sons  and  friends  near  a 
beautiful  pond  which  was  well- 
stocked  with  fish.  There  was  lots 
of  space  for  horseshoe  pitching, 
cooking,  ballgames,  campfires, 
and  a  general  good  time  for  all. 
Accommodations  consisted  of 
campers,  tents,  vans,  and  sleep- 
ing bags. 

There  was  a  generous  amount 
of  food,  pleasure,  and  healthy 
snoring  to  last  and  remember  for 
a  long  time,  although  plans  are 
being  made  for  a  similar  event  in 
the  fall. 

The  picture  shows  some  of  the 
thirty-five  men  and  boys  the 
morning  after. 

LAYMAN'S  DAY 
AT  TARBORO  CHURCH 

First  Church,  Tarboro,  will 
have  its  annual  Layman's  Day  on 
Sunday,  June  6.  The  men  of  the 
church  will  plan  the  program, 
participate  in,  and  be  in  charge  of 
the  11  a.m.  service. 

Mr.  Jim  Skipper  of  Gum  Swamp 
Church,  will  be  the  guest  speaker. 

Free  Will  Baptist  laymen  and 
their  families  are  invited  and 
urged  to  join  the  membership  of 
this  church  as  they  participate  in 
this  enthusiastic  worship  service. 

The  church  is  located  a  block  off 
North  Main  Street,  at  112  Hope 
Lodge  Street,  Tarboro,  NC. 


Happy 
Father's 
Day 


LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  SPIRITUAL  RETREAT 

Eagles'  Nest 
June  12,  1993 

"It  is  for  freedom  that  Christ  has  set  us  free.  Stand  firm  . . ."  (Gala- 
tians  5:1). 

THEME:  In  Christ:  Liberty  -  Justice  -  Freedom 

Friday,  June  11 

6:00  p.m.  Fellowship  and  Sharing  Time 
Saturday,  June  12 
9:00-  9:30  a.m.    Fellowship  Time 

"Liberty  in  Christ" 
Recreation  and 
Fellowship 
"Justice  in  Christ" 


9:30-10:15  a.m. 
10:15-10:45  a.m. 


The  Rev.  Howard  Starling 


10:45-11:30  a.m. 
11:30  a.m.-  1:00 
p.m. 

1:00-  1:45  p.m. 

1:45-  2:15  p.m. 

2:15-  2:45  p.m. 

2:45-  3:30  p.m. 

3:30  p.m. 


Lunch  and  Recreation 
"Freedom  in  Christ" 
Recreation 

Prayer  and  Meditation 
Sharing  Time 
Benediction 


The  Rev.  David  Parrish 


The  Rev.  Al  Markuson 


June  1993 


Recommended  Reading:  Love  Not  the  World  (paperback)  by  Watch- 
man Nee  (this  book  may  be  ordered  through  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press). 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
June  7  — Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Aspen  Grove  Church; 

supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 
June  11-12  — Spiritual  Life  Retreat,  Eagles  Nest  Conference  Center, 

Mount  Olive  College 
June  26— Albemarle  Conference  Layman's  League,  Sound  Side  Church, 

Columbia,  Tyrrell  County 
July  1  —  Promotional  Committee  and  Executive  Board  of  the  Layman's 

League,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
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RADICAL 

(Continued  from  Page  34) 

psychological,  familial,  and  the 
woman's  age— relevant  to  the 
well-being  of  the  patient." 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM  NC  27 

It  also  would  invalidate  all 
parental  consent  laws;  invalidate 
the  "conscience"  laws  in  every 
state  which  protect  private 
hospitals,  including  religiously  af- 
filiated hospitals  (Baptist, 
Methodist,  Catholic,  Presby- 
terian, etc.)  for  refusing  to  pro- 
vide abortion  services ;  invalidate 
all  policies  denying  the  use  of 
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public  hospitals  for  abortion. 

Concerned  individuals  should 
write  and  call  their  U.S.  Con- 
gressman and  U.S.  Senators.  The 
addresses:  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Washington,  DC  20515; 
and  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC 
29510.  The  number  for  both  your 
Congressman  and  your  Senators 
is  202-224-3121. 


For  this  special  time  in  their 
ives,  only  the  best  is  good  enough! 
See  our  selection  of  Bibles, 
study  books,  music,  and  gifts. 

c^fyclen  ^B>l(j[e  and  [t^ccfzitciE 
U\tn\ton  !/3lIjIe  and  ]l3cc(zitciE 
<zNzw  {j3>Etn  IL^lLLe  and  IjBcckatcXE 
( Wifi.cn  UBibh  and  j&oo/z±tcx£ 


Helping  Churches  Grow  .  .  . 


imperial)  Gabriel  Church  Services 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 


Since  1960 


Your  best  source  for  new  or  used  pews,  chairs,  steeples,  baptistries,  stained  glass, 
Krinklglas,  choir  robes,  pew  cushions  and  upholstery  services,  crosses,  signs, 
pulpits  (wood  or  plexiglas),  Canon  copiers,  fax  machines,  church  lights  &  more! 

Financing  available  on  some  items. 

We  specialize  in  commercial  carpets — best  prices! 
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D5vf  nJty  Library 
Dyke  Unr„w3i{y 
Dwt®m.  N.C.  27708-O972 


THE  ULTIMATE  VACATION 
BIBLE  SCHOOL  ADVENTURE! 


Come  explore  God's  floating  zoo,  the  magnificent  ark,  for  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  you'll  never  forget! 

Standard  Publishing's  Vacation  Bible  School  adventure  introduces  you 
to  some  remarkable  creatures:  reliable  ravens,  lock-jawed  lions,  talking 
donkeys,  a  fish  with  perfect  timing.  Each  has  a  story  to  tell.  Your  kids  will 
listen,  and  they'll  discover  lessons  about  God's  love. 

To  learn  more,  join  us  for  our  1993  showing. 


1993  VBS  Materials 
Available  at  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press,  Ayden,  NC, 
and  Branch  Stores  jn  Kinston,  New  Bern,  and  Wilson 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


ORMONDSVILLE  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  PRESENTS 
LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP  PEN 


Edith  Skinner,  Effie  Skinner,  Lillian  Tripp. 


On  May  16,  1993,  during  the 
morning  worship  service,  the 
members  of  the  Woman's  Auxi- 
liary of  Ormondsville  Church 
presented  their  oldest  member  a 
lifetime  membership  pen  for  her 
faithful  attendance  and  active 
participation  in  her  church  and 
Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Effie  Skinner,  now  91,  is 
still  faithful  and  active  in  the 
church.  She  has  held  every  office 
in  her  Auxiliary.  She  has  taught 
Sunday  School,  played  the  organ 
and  piano.  She  always  visited  the 
sick  and  has  been  a  good 
neighbor. 

Mrs.  Lillian  Tripp  read  Scrip- 
ture from  Proverbs  31.  She  told  of 
the  many  kind  and  faithful  deeds 
which  "Miss  Effie,"  as  she  is 
known,  has  done  in  her  church 
and  community.  Miss  Effie  is 
always  thinking  of  other  people. 
She  stays  busy  making  crafts  and 
gifts  for  family  members  and 
friends. 

Edith  Skinner,  daughter-in-law, 
presented  Miss  Effie  with  a  cer- 
tificate and  pin  and  told  of  the 
words  of  wisdom  she  always  gave 
when  you  would  talk  with  her. 

Pastor  Charles  Branch  invited 
comments  from  the  congregation 
and  many  gave  special  tributes  to 
Miss  Effie,  telling  how  she  had  in- 
spired their  lives. 

The  members  of  Ormondsville 
Church  and  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary want  to  thank  Miss  Effie  for 
her  faithfulness  and  many  kind 


deeds  in  the  church  and  Auxiliary. 
They  wish  her  many  more  happy 
years  and  God's  continuing  bless- 
ings. 


EAGLE  SCOUT  CEREMONY 

by  Sarah  Herndon 


Jason  and  his  father,  Henry  C.  Herndon. 


The  members  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church  gathered  recently 
to  participate  in  the  presentation 
of  the  Eagle  Scout  rank  to  Jason 
Herndon. 

Jason  is  the  son  of  Brenda  and 
Henry  Herndon  of  Pikeville  and  is 
a  member  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  5. 
Jason  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  the  Arrow.  He  is  only  the 
third  member  of  Troop  5  to 
receive  his  Eagle  Scout  rank. 

For  his  Eagle  Scout  service 
project,  Jason  collected,  cleaned, 
and  donated  used  coats  to  United 
Church  Ministries  in  Goldsboro 
for  distribution  to  needy  in- 
dividuals. His  service  project  in- 
volved establishing  collection 
points  in  Fremont,  Goldsboro, 
Mount  Olive,  and  Pikeville. 

During  the  presentation 
ceremony,  the  audience  was  told 
of  the  accomplishments  and  re- 
quirements that  Jason  had  to 
meet  in  order  to  receive  the  Eagle 
Scout  rank.  Jason  has  served  as 
Senior  Patrol  Leader,  Patrol 
Leader,  Troop  Guide,  Quarter- 
master, and  Assistant  Patrol 
Leader. 


At  the  time  he  passed  his  Eagle 
Board  of  Review,  Jason  became 
one  of  the  youngest  Eagle  Scouts 
in  the  history  of  the  Tuscarora 
Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America. 

Jason  was  presented  his  Eagle 
medallion  by  his  mother.  The 
Eagle  badge  was  presented  by  his 
father  who  reminded  Jason  that 
his  climb  up  the  trail  to  his  Eagle 
had  been  made  harder  because  he 
was  the  Scoutmaster  of  Troop  5 
and  everything  had  to  be  done  by 
the  book  so  that  no  one  could  ever 
say  that  his  Eagle  was  given  and 
not  earned. 

CLARA  PATRICK 
RECEIVES  AWARD 

"Who  can  find  a  virtuous 
woman?  for  her  price  is  far  above 
rubies"  (Proverbs  31:10). 

This  year's  recipient  of  the  Life 
Membership  Award  was  raised  in 
rural  North  Carolina.  From  an 
early  age,  she  attended  Sunday 
School  and  church  regularly.  She 
accepted  Jesus  as  her  Saviour 
when  she  was  eleven  years  old. 
She  later  married  and  became  in- 
volved in  her  local  church.  Her 
husband  accepted  the  call  to 
preach  and  as  she  puts  it,  "The 
Lord  called  me,  too!"  Both 
worked  as  a  team  for  the  Lord. 
This  special  lady  helped  organize 
local  Auxiliaries,  worked  with  the 
youth,  directed  youth  choirs, 
taught  Sunday  School,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  adult  choir.  She 
has  been  recognized  by  her  local, 
district,  and  state  Auxiliary  for 
her  dedication  and  service.  She 
has  written  several  programs  for 
the  Devotion.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary for  over  fifty-three  years 
and  has  served  as  a  district  and 
state  officer  of  the  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary. This  faithful  servant  has 
served  our  Woman's  Auxiliary  for 
over  forty  years  on  the  district 
and  state  level! 

"The  heart  of  her  husband  doth 
safely  trust  in  her,  so  that  he  shall 
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Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Mrs.  Patrick's 
Mrs.  Patrick;  and  Mrs.  Eunice  Sexton,  who 
have  no  need  of  spoil.  She  will  do 
him  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days 
of  her  life"  (Proverbs  31:11-12). 

Our  recipient  is  a  wife  and 
mother.  Her  husband  pays  her  his 
highest  tribute.  "It  was  largely  by 
the  witness  and  example  of  my 
wife  that  I  was  saved.  For  more 
than  fifty-five  years,  she  has 
helped  and  encouraged  me.  She 
led  me  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  the 
Lord  for  her.  The  Lord  has 
blessed  us  with  four  children,  nine 
grandchildren,  and  three  great- 
grandchildren. But  most  impor- 
tant of  all,  our  children  know  the 
Lord  as  their  Saviour  and  serve 
Him!" 

"Her  children  arise  up,  and  call 
her  blessed;  her  husband  also, 
and  he  praiseth  her"  (Proverbs 
31:28). 

Mrs.  Clara  Smith  Patrick,  our 
1993  Life  Membership  recipient, 
please  come  forward.  We  love 
you,  Mrs.  Patrick,  and  we  want  to 
present  to  you  the  Life  Member- 
ship Honor  Seal.  May  God  bless 
you. 

First,  I  thank  God  for  sending  me 
Christian  parents— both  Mother  and 
Dad.  I  thank  God  for  the  Christian 
training  that  we  received  from  the  day 
we  came  into  this  world  and  even 
now.   But  since  we  are  honoring 
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two  daughters,  Sue  P.  Hamm  and  Becky  P.  Clark; 
made  the  presentation. 

Mother  today,  I  thank  God  for  the 
Christian  mother  He  sent  us. 

As  a  child  growing  up,  our  home 
was  always  a  welcoming  center  for 
not  only  we  children,  but  all  our 
friends  as  well.  She  was  always 
known  as  "Mama  Patrick"  in  our  com- 
munity and  still  is  in  many  com- 
munities. 

It  was  always  a  joy  to  get  off  the 
school  bus  and  see  her  smiling  face 
waiting  at  the  door  with  a  "surprise." 
Usually  it  was  something  good  that 
she  had  cooked  or  a  nice  new  outfit 
that  she  had  made  for  us  to  wear.  As  a 
child,  she  made  almost  everything 
that  we  wore.  She  could  take  feed 
sacks  and  make  dresses  prettier  than 
you  can  buy  today  in  any  clothing 
store.  She  always  stressed  the  impor- 
tance of  looking  our  best  as  well  as 
doing  our  best.  She  taught  us  the  true 
meaning  of  JOY: 

Jesus— first 
Others— second 
Yourself— last 

Growing  up,  she  taught  us  the  im- 
portance of  serving  God  and  others. 
We  were  taught  to  clean,  cook,  sew, 
and  all  the  other  chores  you  can  think 
of.  But  no  matter  what  we  did,  she 
taught  us  to  do  our  best. 

I  know  her  teachings  have  reflected 
in  all  our  lives.  Today  as  a  mother 
myself,  I  appreciate  the  role  model 
she  has  been  for  me.  This  has  given 
me  the  desire  to  raise  my  children 
with  the  love  and  Christian  training 
that  I  received  from  this  lady  whom 
we  honor  today. 

Thank  you,  Mother: 
Becky 


OUR  CHURCH 
HEADQUARTERS  IN  U.P. 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

During  my  last  visit  to  North 
Carolina,  several  learned  people 
asked  me  why  the  State  of  Uttar 
Pradesh  in  India  was  made  our 
church  headquarters.  I  am  sure, 
they  were  aware  of  the 
geographical  situation  of  our 
country  and  preferred  South  India 
rather  than  North  India.  Although 
I  answered  them  because  of  the 
lack  of  time,  I  would  like  to 
elucidate  the  matter  for  larger 
understanding. 

India  is  like  the  Himalayas  for 
evangelism  and  the  State  of  U.P. 
is  its  Everest.  Uttar  Pradesh 
stands  out  as  the  bastion  for  all 
hard-core  forces  set  up  against 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  India.  The 
enemy,  who  has  captured  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  souls  in  India, 
has  made  up  his  sanctuary,  stud- 
ding it  with  innumerable  temples, 
pilgrimage  centers  from  North  to 
South.  An  evaluation  of  the  results 
of  study  by  the  Church  of  England 
and  Methodists  also  proves  this 
fact. 

While  every  part  of  India  has 
responded  to  the  gospel  in  some 
way  or  the  other,  it  was  here  that 
the  fort  was  held  strongly,  to  keep 
the  area  minimally  influenced 
over  the  centuries.  Even  in  the 
modern  times  of  intensive  mission 
activities,  this  part  of  our  land  is 
much  less  evangelized  when  com- 
pared to  South  India.  In  the  State 


of  Kerala  in  South  India,  the 
Christian  population  marks  60%, 
while  in  this  area  it  is  0.0015%. 
The  laborers  in  this  area  seem  to 
be  so  hard  that  they  pose  the 
greatest  challenge  to  us.  The 
breakthrough  in  this  dead-locked 
situation  is  as  follows: 

UTTAR  PRADESH 


Area 

Capital 

Population 

Districts 

Language 

Literacy 

Hindus 

Muslims 

Christians 


294,411  sq.  kms. 
Lucknow 
110,862,113 
63 

Hindi  85% 

27.30% 

92,365,968 

17,657.735 

162,199 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  in 
India  may  not  rest  until  we  see  the 
mountains  plucked  up  and  cast  in- 
to the  sea,  the  barriers  broken, 
and  inroads  made  into  the  hearts 


and  minds  of  millions  of  people  in 
the  U.P.  When  we  started  our 
church  work  in  U.P.  back  in  1975, 
there  had  been  just  a  couple 
organizations  engaged  in 
evangelism.  However,  as  the 
situation  worsened,  they  lagged 
behind  for  fear  of  life  and  proper- 
ty. Our  State  of  U.P.  has  the  ma- 
jority of  parliamentary  seats, 
thus  producing  the  majority  of  the 
prime  ministers,  the  reason  is  ob- 
vious. Our  church  organization  is 
deeply  rooted  in  our  mission  from 
the  grassroot  level  and  has  also 
been  receptive  to  the  people.  We 
find  growing  interest  in  the  people 
to  respond  to  the  evangelization. 
It  is  our  prayer  that  we  will  be 
quicker  and  more  successful  in 
our  undertakings.  We  solicit  your 
focused  prayers  for  the  hazardous 
task  ahead  of  us. 


THIRTEENTH 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

by  Rosana  Briones 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
Philippines,  Inc.  conducted  its 
13th  Annual  Convention  April  7-8, 
1993.  It  was  held  on  the  Palawan 
Bible  College  campus,  Puerto 
Princesa  City,  Palawan. 

The  speakers  were  the  Revs. 
Harold  Jones  and  Zacharias 
Perocillo;  the  theme  was 
"Faithful  Unto  the  End."  There 
were  more  than  150  workers  and 
delegates  who  attended  the  said 
convention. 


On  the  first  night,  from  7 : 15  to  9, 
the  Missions  Department,  under 
the  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong,  gave  an 
award  to  our  five  deacons  who 
volunteered  work  as  Church 
Planters.  They  are: 

1.  Deacon  Luduvico  Atanozo 

2.  Deacon  Arturo  Aspa 

3.  Deacon  Alex  Lahao-Lahao 

4.  Deacon  Reuben  Solomon 

5.  Deacon  Juanito  Dulce  Jr. 
The  Rev.  Dario  Basingil  re- 
ceived a  Certificate  of  Apprecia- 


tion as  a  volunteer  teacher  in  TEE 
in  the  northern  part  of  Palawan. 
We  also  recognized  three  pastors 
who  completed  five  Bible  studies : 

1.  The  Rev.  Leonardo  Brison 

2.  Pastor  Bernabe  Escolar 

3.  Pastor  Gedion  Magarce 

We  are  happy  for  these  ac- 
complishments. There  were  more 
pastor's  who  tried  their  very  best 
to  reach  our  goal  2-2-2,  through 
the  help  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.  The  best  thing  we  can  is  to 
trust  the  Lord  at  all  times  and 
believe  in  His  power. 

FIRST  DISTRICT, 
NORTHERN  PALAWAN 

by  the  Rev.  Leo  Buison 

District  I,  Northern  Palawan,  is 
composed  of  nine  churches,  with 
nine  workers.  Four  of  these  are 
deacons,  the  fruit  of  TEE 
(Theological  Education  by  Exten- 
sion), the  First  District's  training 
center.  Praise  God  for  the  humble 
capability  of  the  said  deacons  and 
their  willingness  to  serve  as 
church  leaders  in  their  communi- 
ty for  the  Lord's  ministry! 

On  January  14-15,  1993,  the  5th 
District  Conference  was  held  at 
Hope  Free  Will  Baptist  Church, 
Bato,  Taytay,  Palawan.  Forty 
registered  delegates,  including 
workers,  attended.  The  theme  of 
the  said  conference  was  "Mis- 
sion: Service,  Giving."  This  two- 
day  conference  was  really  suc- 
cessful and  very  inspiring, 
because  of  the  challenging 
messages  and  lectures.  The 
delegates  and  workers  were 
challenged  to  serve  and  give  in 
the  mission  field,  to  pursue 
evangelizing  the  unsaved  people, 
and  to  help  the  poor  and  needy,  as 
well. 

The  First  District  has  a  finan- 
cial goal  of  ten  thousand  (10,000) 
to  buy  sound  system  to  be  used  for 
the  district  activities.  The  second 
goal,  if  God's  willing,  is  to  plant 
ten  churches  by  the  year  2000. 
Beloved  brethren,  the  Rev.  Leo 
Buison,  the  chairman  of  the  First 
District,  Northern  Palawan,  and 
the  members  and  church  workers 
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lilts? 

: 

urge  you  to  help  us  to  pray  for  the  Philippines. 

vision    of   the    First    District         Praise  the  Lord  of  hosts! 

ministry  in  Northern,  Palawan, 


FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  IN 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE'S 
CLASS  OF  1993 

Sixteen  Free  Will  Baptist 
graduates  were  among  the  largest 
class  in  Mount  Olive  College's 
history  during  graduation  exer- 
cises in  College  Hall. 

Among  the  163  graduates  to 
receive  degrees— bachelor  of 
science  degrees  (BS)  and 
associate  in  science  degrees 
(AS)— are:  Philip  E.  Carden  of 
Bladenboro,  AS  in  general 
studies,  White  Oak  Church, 
Bladen  County;  Charlene  R.  Bell 
of  Albertson,  BS  in  business 
management,  cum  laude,  Snow 
Hill  Church,  Duplin  County; 
Marian  K.  Green  of  Mount  Olive ; 
BS  in  accounting,  cum  laude, 
Rooty  Branch  Church,  Duplin 
County;  Kristy  L.  Barwick  of 
Mount  Olive,  BS  in  psychology, 
summa  cum  laude,  Northeast 
Church,  Wayne  County;  Joan  M. 
Williams  of  Beulaville,  BS  in 
business  management,  Cabin 
Church,  Duplin  County ;  Donna  W. 
Rodwell  of  Seven  Springs,  BS  in 
business  management,  summa 
cum   laude,    Moseley's  Creek 


Church,  Craven  County ;  and  Wen- 
dy E.  Bowen  of  Durham,  BS  in 
business  management,  Horton 
Road  Church,  Durham  County. 

Also:  Kevin  W.  Dilday  of 
Ahoskie,  BS  in  business  manage- 
ment, Hickory  Chapel  Church, 
Hertford  County;  Ronda  H.  Har- 
rison of  Columbia,  AS  in  general 
studies,  and  Howard  E.  Liverman 
Jr.  of  Columbia,  BS  in  recrea- 
tion/leisure studies,  both  of  Sound 
Side  Church,  Tyrrell  County; 
Brian  L.  "Buddy"  Jones  of 
Plymouth,  BS  in  visual  com- 
munication, Plymouth,  First 
Church,  Washington  County; 
Susan  B.  Easom  of  Goldsboro,  BS 
in  psychology,  Goldsboro,  First 
Church,  Wayne  County;  Jill  S. 
Watkins  of  Goldsboro,  BS  in 
general  studies,  Spring  Hill 
Church,  Wayne  County;  Roberta 
S.  Cooke  of  Black  Creek,  AS  in 
general  studies,  Daniel's  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson  County;  Anthony 
W.  "Andy"  Thompson  of  Lucama, 
BS  in  recreation/leisure  studies, 
cum  laude,  Little  Rock  Church, 
Wilson  County;  and  Melanie  H. 
Weatherford  of  Raleigh,  BS  in 
psychology,  Wilson,  First  Church, 
Wilson  County. 


FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
NAMED  TO  WHO'S  WHO 

Graduates  Marian  K.  Green,  a 
member  of  Rooty  Branch  Church, 
Duplin  County,  and  Jill  S. 
Watkins,  a  member  of  Spring  Hill 
Church,  Wayne  County,  have  been 
named  to  the  1993  edition  of  Who's 
Who  Among  Students  in  American 
Universities  and  Colleges. 
Nominations  were  based  on 
academic  achievement,  leader- 
ship in  extracurricular  activities, 
and  potential  for  continued  suc- 
cess. 

Ms.  Green,  of  Mount  Olive, 
received  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  accounting,  cum  laude. 
She  was  the  first  recipient  of  the 
Handy  Mart  Business  Scholar- 
ship. 

Ms.  Watkins  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alvin  Watkins,  of 
Goldsboro.  She  received  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
general  studies. 

These  MOC  graduates  join  an 
elite  group  selected  from  more 
than  1,400  institutions  of  higher 
learning  in  all  50  states,  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  several 
foreign  countries.  Outstanding 
students  have  been  honored  in  the 
annual  directory  since  it  was  first 
published  in  1934. 

FREE  WELL  BAPTISTS  WELL 
SERVE  AS  STUDENT 
ASSISTANTS  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Several  Free  Will  Baptists  have 
been  named  as  Student  Assistants 
for  the  1993-94  academic  year  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  Student 
Assistants  must  apply  for  the 
position  and  are  chosen  through 
interview.  They  are  the  campus 
representatives  who  help  incom- 
ing freshmen  adjust  to  college  life 
by  answering  their  questions  and 
helping  them  move  into  the 
dorms.  They  also  assist  at  the 
orientations  held  each  summer 
for  freshmen  and  their  families. 

Free  Will  Baptist  students 
named  are:  Andy  Garris,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnny  Garris  of 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Wilson,  Daniel's  Chapel  Church, 
Wilson  County;  Emily  Wood, 
daughter  of  Sheila  Glover  of  Mid- 
dlesex, Stoney  Hill  Church,  Nash 
County;  Jeff  Smith,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dalton  Smith  of 
Walstonburg,  Aspen  Grove 
Church,  Wilson  County;  Cynthia 
Kennedy,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jesse  Kennedy  of  Lucama, 
Saint  Mary's  Church,  Wilson 
County;  Leslie  Gray,  daughter  of 
Bruce  and  Debby  Gray  of  Winter- 
ville,  Winterville  Church,  Pitt 
County;  Tracy  McCoy,  daughter 
of  Scottie  and  Shearin  McCoy  of 
Cove  City,  Core  Creek  Church, 
Craven  County;  and  Amanda 
Jones,  daughter  of  Don  and  Zinkie 
Jones  of  Belhaven,  Sidney 
Church,  Beaufort  County. 

MARSHALS  APPOINTED  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Nine  marshals  have  been  ap- 
pointed at  Mount  Olive  College  for 
the  1993-94  academic  year.  Three 
of  the  marshals  are  Free  Will 
Baptists.  They  are:  Christian 
Waters  of  New  Bern,  Saint  Mary's 
Church,  Craven  County;  Kathryn 
C.  Farrior  of  Pikeville,  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Wayne  County; 
and  Susan  Watson  of  Sims,  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County. 

Students  chosen  as  marshals 
are  those  who  have  the  highest 
cumulative  grade  point  average 
with  no  grade  below  a  C  on  all 
work  attempted  at  Mount  Olive 
College.  Marshals  are  appointed 
for  one-year  terms  and  are  ex- 
pected to  participate  in  all  official 
College  events. 

FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  ARE 
NAMED  TO  PRESIDENT'S  AND 
DEAN'S  LISTS  AT 
MOUNT  OLrVE  COLLEGE 

Free  Will  Baptist  students  at 
Mount  Olive  College  have  been 
named  to  the  President's  List  and 
the  Dean's  List  for  the  1993  spring 
semester.  These  lists  are  pub- 
lished each  semester  to  honor 
students  who  attain  high 
scholastic  standing. 


Students  must  be  attending 
Mount  Olive  College  on  a  full-time 
basis  (12  semester  hours  or  more) 
and  must  achieve  a  quality  grade 
point  average  of  4.0  for  the  Presi- 
dent's List  or  3.5  or  higher  with  no 
grade  lower  than  a  "C"  for  the 
Dean's  List. 

The  President's  List 

Those  students  named  to  the 
President's  List  include:  Martin 
D.  Lee  of  Benson,  Saint  Mary's 
Grove  Church,  Johnston  County; 
Kristy  L.  Barwick  of  Mount  Olive, 
Northeast  Church,  Wayne  Coun- 
ty; Kathryn  C.  Farrior  of 
Pikeville,  Pleasant  Grove 
Church,  Wayne  County;  Christine 
M.  Paynter  of  Goldsboro,  Stoney 
Creek  Church,  Wayne  County; 
Donna  W.  Rodwell  of  Seven 
Springs,  Moseley's  Creek  Church, 
Craven  County;  and  Anthony  W. 
"Andy"  Thompson  of  Lucama, 
Little  Rock  Church,  Wilson  Coun- 
ty. 


The  Dean's  List 

Those  named  to  the  Dean's  List 
include:  Melanie  G.  Swinson  of 
Pinetown,  Harmony  Church, 
Beaufort  County;  Matthew  Scott 
Bircher  of  Cove  City,  Core  Creek 
Church,  Craven  County ;  Charlene 
R.  Bell  of  Albertson,  Snow  Hill 
Church,  Duplin  County;  Angie  L. 
Parker  of  Nashville,  Barnes  Hill 
Church,  Nash  County;  Velvet  D. 
Reynolds  of  Columbia,  Sound  Side 
Church,  Tyrrell  County;  Brian  L. 
"Buddy"  Jones  of  Plymouth, 
Plymouth,  First  Church, 
Washington  County;  Elton  F. 
Gooding  of  Pikeville,  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Wayne  County; 
Walter  R.  Tyndall  of  Walston- 
burg, Howell  Swamp  Church, 
Greene  County;  Andrew  J.  Garris 
of  Wilson,  Daniel's  Chapel 
Church,  Wilson  County;  and  Cyn- 
thia A.  Kennedy  of  Lucama,  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County. 


1993  AWARDS  DAY  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


James  Kornegay  of  Mount  Olive  (second  from  right)  is  shown  with  Almond  R.  Warrick  Jr., 
Ruth  Lancaster  Warrick,  and  Jean  Warrick  Tripp  after  the  Awards  Day  program.  Kornegay,  a 
member  of  the  1993  class,  received  the  Warrick  Citizenship  Award  which  was  given  by  the 
Warrick  family  of  Johnston  Union  Church,  Johnston  County,  in  memory  of  Almond  R.  War- 
rick Sr.  and  in  honor  of  Ruth  Warrick  by  their  children.  The  award  is  given  to  the  graduating 
senior  who  has  demonstrated  outstanding  qualities  of  citizenship  during  his  or  her  academic 
career  at  MOC. 
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Anthony  "Andy"  Thompson  of  Little  Rock  Church,  Wilson  County  (left,  in  back),  received  the 
Recreation/Leisure  Studies  Distinguished  Service  Award  and  Dwayne  Bailey  of  Stoney  Creek 
Church,  Wayne  County  (left,  in  front),  received  the  RLS  Most  Promising  Underclassman 
Award.  Also  pictured  are  Doug  Conner  of  Mount  Olive,  who  received  RLS  Alumni  Scholar 
Award,  Jennifer  Coburn  of  Roanoke  Rapids,  who  received  the  RLS  Outstanding  Achievement 
Award,  and  Dr.  Ron  Mendell  (far  right),  chair  of  the  Recreation/Leisure  Studies  Department, 
who  made  the  presentations. 


Student  Government  Association  officers  at  Mount  Olive  College— Free  Will  Baptists  were 
elected  as  SGA  officers  for  the  1993-94  academic  year  at  MOO  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Jenny 
Nix,  president;  Julie  Beck,  director  of  student  activities  and  SGA  advisor;  Janet  Corbett,  vice 
I  president,  a  member  of  Shiloh  Church,  Beaufort  County;  Leslie  Gray,  treasurer,  a  member  of 
I  Winterville  Church,  Pitt  County;  and  Tracy  McCoy,  secretary,  a  member  of  Core  Creek 
Church,  Craven  County. 

Ms.  Nix  is  a  rising  senior  majoring  in  visual  communication.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carlton  Del  Nix  of  Kinston. 

Ms.  Gray  is  a  rising  sophomore  majoring  in  recreation/leisure  studies.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Bruce  and  Debby  Gray  of  Winterville. 

Ms.  McCoy  is  a  rising  senior  majoring  in  English.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Scottie  and 
Shearin  McCoy  of  Cove  City. 

The  purpose  of  Mount  Olive  College's  SGA  is  to  work  with  the  faculty  and  administration 
!  in  matters  of  student  interest  and  to  promote  a  close  relationship  between  students,  faculty, 
and  staff.  The  SGA  promotes  campus  life,  personal  responsibility,  loyalty  to  the  College,  and 
an  awareness  of  the  ideals  of  Christian  faith  and  practice  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


Christian  Waters  of  Saint  Mary's  Church, 
Craven  County  (left),  accepts  the  Hender- 
son Science  Club  Award  which  is  given  to 
the  most  promising  science  student.  Mak- 
ing the  presentation  is  Dr.  Richard  R. 
Bounds,  chair  of  the  Department  of  Science 
and  Mathematics. 


Susan  Watson  of  Saint  Mary's  Church, 
Wilson  County,  is  shown  with  business  pro- 
fessor Melba  Keathley  who  presented  Ms. 
Watson  with  the  M.  L.  Johnson  Business 
Award  which  is  given  to  the  most  promising 
business  student.  The  award  is  given  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  first 
treasurer/business  manager  of  MOC 
(1951-1961). 

The  Religion  Award  is  given  in  honor  of 
the  Rev.  James  A.  Evans  by  the  Department 
of  Religion  to  the  outstanding  ministerial 
student.  Mr.  Evans,  an  ordained  FWB 
minister  for  over  50  years,  served  as  director 
of  Public  Relations  at  MOC  in  1954  and  was 
the  College's  first  full-time  employee.  This 
year's  recipient  was  the  Rev.  Ashley  Sum- 
merlin,  pastor  of  Seven  Springs  Baptist 
Church  in  Wayne  County. 


July  1993 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  (BACHELOR  DEGREES) 
1993  Graduating  Class 


The  1993  Graduating  Class  members  are  as  follows  from  left  to  right:  Donna  Marie  Summerlin,  Michelle  Gentry,  Marilyn  Gainey  Ryden,  Charles 
Preston  Sutton,  David  Bryan  Faulk,  Jarrell  Lain  Thornton,  Timothy  Lee  Rose,  Anthony  Wayne  Thompson,  Ronnie  Lee  Keller,  David  Ricky  God- 
win Jr.,  Sheila  Burroughs  Jefferson,  Teresa  M.  Hampton,  Janet  Turner. 

Second  Row:  Barbara  Ann  Stewart,  Marian  Green  Gainey,  Tracy  J.  Grady,  Larry  W.  Johnson,  Kay  S.  Reed,  Charlotte  D.  Cook,  Elanora  L. 
Parks,  Johnny  E.  Rhue,  Cecelia  Jo  Williams,  Barbara  C.  Smith,  Anita  D.  Southerland,  Shonda  Y.  Spruill,  Betty  Hall  Smith. 

Third  Row:  Eddie  McCrary,  Bill  Johnson,  John  Maditz,  Owen  Honeycutt,  Brian  Jones,  James  Kornegay,  Arthur  Edgeson,  Richard  H.  Pot- 
ter, Delanie  D.  Daughtry,  Erlene  S.  Brogden,  Robert  Brogden  Jr.,  Linda  G.  Price. 

Fourth  Row:  Bertha  Best,  Vivian  A.  Cadette,  Mary  E.  Jones,  James  A.  Geter,  Lisa  D.  Dawson,  Curt  E.  Sandford,  Jeffery  A.  Biser,  Donna  W. 
Rodwell,  David  L.  Ambroziak,  Bernard  J.  Darrell,  Walter  Watson  Manuel,  Barnabas  M.  Roundtree. 

Fifth  Row:  Cynthia  Potter,  Elizabeth  Fortner,  Pamela  Bannerman,  Charity  Swick,  Jill  Watkins,  Melissa  Woodall,  John  Mercer,  Charles  Har- 
rell,  Don  Perry,  Kristin  Aycock  Jones,  Susan  Easom,  Kevin  Easom. 

Sixth  Row:  Joy  K.  Martin,  Jeanine  Cavenaugh,  Tanya  Overbee,  Lorrie  Chapin,  Clarence  W.  Sprouse  III,  Glenda  Lockerby,  Renee  Bell, 
Melanie  Weaver,  Jane  Johnson,  Pam  Minton,  Tonya  Eagles,  Stuart  T.  Ames  III,  Bobby  Edwards. 

Seventh  Row:  Rodney  L.  Hanchey  Jr.,  William  S.  Cunningham  IV,  Shigenori  Matsomoto,  Joseph  R.  Carlyle  Jr.,  Todd  A.  Kinlaw,  Renee 
Ward,  Letricia  Lewis,  Jennifer  Scott,  Joy  Ramsey,  Cynthia  Haywood,  Robert  Holmes. 

Eighth  Row:  Juanita  Dabbs,  Sherri  Edwards,  Connie  Hobbs,  Richard  Bledsoe,  Ellis  Liverman,  Bryan  Tuten,  Dana  Rice,  Ed  Carr,  Mike 
Brewer,  Steve  Bradshaw. 

Ninth  Row:  Jimmie  A.  Hughes  Jr.,  Joan  M.  Williams,  Stacy  J.  Flowers,  Tracy  R.  Smith,  Kristy  L.  Barwick,  Shonna  L.  Weston,  C.  Dawn 
Jackson,  Anna  G.  Price. 

MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  (ASSOCIATE  DEGREES)  1993 


Associate  Degrees  were  granted  to  the 
following  from  left  to  right:  First  Row: 
Roberta  Cook,  Anthony  Pettinato  III, 
Delores  Bolender,  Susie  Burrus,  Marilyn 
Margeson.  Second  Row:  Carlton  Bradshaw, 
Steve  Pate,  Phil  Carden,  Terry  Gainer. 
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Walt  Tyndall  (right)  accepts  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Award  from  Dr.  K.  David  Hines, 
assistant  to  MOC  President  W.  Burkette  Raper  and  Tyndall's  advisor.  The  award  is  given  each 
year  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  to  the  outstanding  freshman  ministerial 
student  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


WALT  TYNDALL: 
FULL-TIME  MOUNT 
OLIVE  COLLEGE  STUDENT, 
EMPLOYEE,  AND 
SUPPLY  MINISTER 

During  Mount  Olive  College's 
1993  Awards  Day  program,  it  was 
announced  that  Walter  R.  "Walt" 
Tyndall  was  the  recipient  of  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial 
Award.  Tyndall  was  not  at 
Rodgers  Chapel  to  receive  his 
honor  that  morning.  He  was  at 
work. 

This  dedicated  young  man,  who 
has  made  the  commitment  to 
become  an  ordained  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister,  is  also  enrolled 
at  MOC  as  a  full-time  student  and 
serves  as  supply  minister  at 
Spring  Branch  Church  in  Walston- 
burg.  He  is  licensed  by  Howell 
Swamp  Church  in  Walstonburg. 

When  he  was  growing  up,  he 
says  he  had  "no  ambition,  no 
plan."  Then  two  years  ago, 
something  happened  to  him  that 
he  can't  explain  and  "would  not 
have  chosen  for  myself"— a  call  to 
the  ministry.  From  then  on,  he 
had  his  plan:  to  serve  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church. 

"I  am  Free  Will  Baptist  from 
the  top  of  my  head  to  the  tip  of  my 
toes,"  he  says.  "I  love  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination.  I  love 
what  it  stands  for,  what  it 
believes,  what  it  does. 

"When  I  was  called,"  he  says, 
"I  knew  I  had  to  prepare,  because 
the    ministry   is   not  simply 

I preaching.  It's  history.  It's  the 
ability  to  get  along  with  people. 
It's  having  the  background  to 
know  what  you're  talking  about." 
Tyndall  decided  to  enroll  at  MOC. 
"Mount   Olive   College  came 
highly  recommended  and  it  is 
sponsored  by  the  denomination," 
i  he  says.  "The  College  works  to 
help  someone  like  me— someone 
j  who  has  a  family  and  has  to  earn  a 
I  living— get  an  education."  Tyn- 
I  dall  and  his  wife,  Pam  Smith  Tyn- 
dall,   are    both  Walstonburg 
natives.  They  have  a  two-year-old 
daughter,  Chelsea. 


"I've  been  able  to  take  courses 
offered  on  the  main  campus,  at 
Greenville  (MOC  sponsors  even- 
ing religion  classes  at  Greenville, 
First  Church),  at  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base  (located 
in  Goldsboro),  and  Home 
Directed  Study  religion  courses. 
Tyndall  has  been  named  to  the 
Dean's  List  both  semesters  this 
academic  year. 

"I  especially  enjoyed  Ray 
Wells'  Old  Testament  class  at 
Seymour  Johnson,"  Tyndall 
recalls.  "A  lot  of  times  learning 
Old  Testament  can  be  serious,  but 
Ray  makes  learning  fun,  while 
maintaining  the  scholarship." 
Wells,  an  adjunct  professor  for 


MOC,  is  an  ordained  Free  Will 
Baptist  minister  who  serves  as 
pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church, 
Wilson  County. 

Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  who  super- 
vises Tyndall's  Home  Directed 
Study  courses,  says,  "I  ap- 
preciate Walt's  determination 
and  zeal.  With  these  qualities  and 
his  commitment  to  our  church,  I 
look  for  him  to  make  a  real  im- 
pact on  the  ministry  of  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists." 

Following  graduation,  Tyndall 
hopes  to  pastor  a  small  church. 
"Teaching  the  Bible  is  what  I  en- 
joy the  most,"  he  says.  "In  fact,  I 
just  like  working  with  people." 


COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE 


August  2  and  3,  Ministers 
Institute,  "The  Steward- 
ship of  Preaching  and 
Pastoral  Care,  "regis- 
tration, 8:30  a.m.,  Lois 
K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center  (MOC  Chaplain 
Frank  R.  Harrison, 
[919]  658-2502). 

Sunday  and  Monday, 
August  22  and  23,  begin- 
ning of  fall  semester, 
classes  begin  Tuesday, 


August  24  (Admissions, 
1-800-653-0854). 
Wednesday,  October  6, 
Charles  Kuralt  with  the 
Loonis  McClohon  Trio, 
"North  Carolina  Is  My 
Home,"  8  p.m.,  College 
Hall. 

For  further  information, 
contact  Patti  O'Donoghue, 
director  of  Public  Infor- 
mation, at  (919)  658-2502. 
Mount  Olive  College. 


July  1993 
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OLD  MEETS  NEW 
Old  Traditions  in  New  Culture 

by  Bob  and  Dollie  Harber 


Bob  and  Dollie  Harber 

Bob  and  Dollie  Harber  have  been 
serving  God  in  Ethnic  Missions 
with  the  Hmong  and  other 
refugees  in  America  for  the  last  ten 
years,  sponsored  by  the  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  General 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Boards. 

Having  known  the  Hmong 
refugees  for  all  the  17  years  that 
they  have  been  in  the  USA,  having 
worked  with  them  full  time  for  the 
last  ten  years,  we  are  well  aware  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  Hmong  youth 
growing  up  in  our  country. 

Many  find  themselves  caught  in 
a  conflict  of  two  demanding 
cultures.  One  is  the  "Old  World" 
culture  of  the  Hmong  people,  a 
culture  of  the  highland  jungles  of 
Laos,  a  male-dominated  society, 
where  multi-wife  families  were 
common,  where  women  were  con- 
sidered a  commodity  more  than  a 
person,  where  large  families  were 
economically  better  off,  and  where 
many  children  gave  parents  more 
security  for  old  age.  The  other  is 
the  "New  World"  culture  of  our 
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wide-open  society.  Many  of  our 
Hmong  youth  live  by  the  "old 
world"  culture  of  the  Laos  Hmong 
at  home  with  their  families,  and  in 
the  "new  world"  culture  of  our 
country  at  school  and  in  the 
American  social  life. 

We  have  attempted  to  help  the 
Lao  Evangelical  youth  in  their 
cultural  conflict  by  offering  youth 
classes.  Dollie  has  tutored  many 
high  school  and  college  students. 
They  have  also  been  instructed  at 
our  Lao  Evangelical  Church  Annual 
Youth  Camp,  where  many  Original 
Free  Will  Baptist  pastors  have 
preached  and  taught.  We  believe 
that  we  have  helped  most  by  just 
being  their  friends  and  being 
available  for  them. 

At  times,  this  is  a  very  - 
frustrating  experience.  When  you 
see  a  bright,  Christian,  young 
Hmong  lady  marry,  have  a  baby, 
and  drop  out  of  high  school— and 
you  know  that  it  is  an  arrangement 
by  parents— you  are  helpless  to  do 
anything  about  it.  But,  then,  we 
remember  that  they  have  been  in 
our  country  less  than  one  genera- 
tion. 

We  can  point  to  many  success 
stories  of  our  Lao  Evangelical 
youth.  We  now  have  Hmong 
students  in  colleges  studying  to  be 
doctors,  lawyers,  engineers,  drug- 
gists, accountants,  teachers, 
nurses,  pastors,  and  Christian 
education  directors.  We  also  have 
a  small  group  attending  our  Col- 
leges, Oakland  City  College  and 
Mount  Olive  College;  and  praise 
God,  some  of  these  are  females, 
which  have  come  a  long  way  from 
the  jungles  of  Loas. 

Please  pray  for  us  and  for  our 
Hmong  people  as  they  continue  to 
adjust  to  their  new  "American- 
Hmong"  way  of  life.  We  share  the  <* 
enclosed  article  from  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  so  you  can  under- 
stand our  work  better. 


THE  CHILD  BRIDES 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

■  In  the  Central  Valley, 
Hmong  men  continue  the 
tradition  of  marrying  girls  as 
young  as  12  or  13.  Most  of 
them  quickly  become  welfare 
mothers.  But  some  women 
are  balking. 

by  Mark  Arax 
Times  Staff  Writer 

Bee  Xiong  chose  Valentine's 
Day  to  pop  the  big  question.  Seek- 
ing the  perfect  romantic  spot,  the 
20-year-old  Hmong  refugee  drove 
his  girlfriend,  Mee,  to  the  bank  of 
the  Merced  River.  He  pulled  out  a 
$100  gold  ring  from  Sears  and 
vowed  to  jump  in  the  water  if 
spurned. 

Standing  outside  a  market  a  few 
weeks  later,  Xiong  introduced 
wife  Mee  to  an  American  friend. 
Xiong  was  proud  that  marriage 
had  not  distracted  him  from 
junior  college,  and  that  he  had 
shown  the  good  sense  of  keeping 
Mee  in  school  too. 

"I'm  in  the  seventh  grade,"  the 
small  bride  blushed.  "I'm  13." 

Every  winter  in  the  Central 
Valley,  where  tens  of  thousands  of 
Hmong  tribesmen  who  fled  war- 
torn  Laos  have  resettled,  young 
girls  like  Mee  leave  home  to 
marry.  Often  they  simply  vanish 
from  school  after  the  Hmong  New 
Year,  their  new  lives  a  mystery  to 
teachers  and  classmates. 

"We  like  them  young,"  Xiong 
explained.  "The  men  have  a  say- 
ing in  Hmong:  "If  you  marry  a 
girl  your  age,  by  the  time  she  has 
given  you  enough  children,  she 
will  look  twice  your  age." 

The  old-world  custom  of  early 
marriage  endures  15  years  after 
the  first  Hmong  arrived  in  this 
agricultural  heartland.  Its 
resiliency  in  the  face  of  popular 
American  culture— unique  among 
immigrants  here— is  a  measure  of 
how  far  the  Hmong  had  to  come. 
Perhaps  no  group  fleeing  to 
America  has  possessed  fewer 
modern  skills.  Until  missionaries 
converged  on  their  mountain  huts 
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three  decades  ago,  the  Hmong 
had  no  written  language. 

Early  marriage  has  helped 
make  Hmong  mothers  among  the 
most  prolific  in  the  world— with 
an  average  fertility  rate  of  9.5 
children  per  woman,  according  to 
studies— and  has  fed  what  U.S. 
authorities  say  is  the  highest 
welfare  rate  of  any  refugee  group 
in  this  country. 

Of  the  125,000  Hmong  in  the 
United  States,  more  than  62%  rely 
on  public  assistance.  The  rate  is 
higher  in  the  Fresno  and  Merced 
areas,  where  45,000  Hmong  have 
been  drawn  by  the  bountiful  soil 
and  generous  welfare  checks. 

The  typical  Hmong  girl  in 
California  outshines  the  boy 
academically,  yet  a  1990  study  at 
Merced  High  showed  that  for 
every  three  Hmong  male 
graduates,  there  was  one  female 
graduate. 

"Brilliant  girls  are  dropping  out 
and  becoming  welfare  mothers," 
said  Kenji  Ima,  a  San  Diego  State 
sociology  professor  who  has 
studied  Southeast  Asian  refugees. 
"A  path  out  of  poverty  is  cut  off. 
We're  losing  some  real  Horatio 
Algers  out  there." 
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Girls  such  as  16-year-old  Nou,  a 
student  at  MaLane  High  School  in 
Fresno  who  did  not  want  her  last 
name  used:  She  cracks  the  books 
late  at  night  after  putting  her 
children— ages  4,  3,  2,  and  1— to 
bed.  Her  husband's  parents  died 
in  Laos  and  her  own  mother  has 
her  hands  full  caring  for  15  adults 
and  children  living  in  her  house. 

Welfare  allows  her  28-year-old 
husband  to  stay  home  with  the 
children  while  Nou  continues  high 
school.  But  even  if  she  manages  to 
finish,  the  four  small  children 
make  it  unlikely  she  will  escape 
the  welfare  cycle. 

"Many  Hmong  have  been  on 
welfare  six  to  eight  years  and 
more,"  said  Ernest  Velasquez, 
head  of  Fresno  County  social  ser- 
vices. "Now  we're  seeing  their 
children  have  babies  and  go  on 
assistance.  It's  scary.  We  didn't 
anticipate  this  second  welfare 
generation." 

Hmong  marriage  rituals  here 
are  a  mix  of  the  old  and  the 
modern.  Some  marriages  are  ar- 
ranged by  parents,  but  in  many 
cases  the  bride's  parents  don't 
learn  of  the  wedding  until  after- 
ward. Often  the  marriages  are 
spurred  by  a  girl  seeking  in- 
dependence from  parents  who  for- 
bid dating,  or  by  an  older  man 
who  employs  techniques  ranging 
from  sweet  talk  to  snatching  a 
bride  by  force. 

However  the  couple  is  paired, 
the  wedding  itself  begins  when  the 
man  whisks  his  intended  bride  to 
his  family's  home.  At  the 
doorstep,  the  bridegroom's  father 
performs  a  30-second  ceremony 
blessing  a  new  couple  with  a  live 
chicken.  Only  then  can  the  girl 
cross  the  threshold  into  her  new 
family. 

In  a  concession  to  modern 
times,  her  parents  are  telephoned 
immediately  and  told  of  the  mar- 
riage. Hmong  culture  affords 
them  little  choice  but  to  accept  the 
match.  Later,  over  shots  of 
whiskey,  elders  from  both  sides 
haggle  over  the  payment  due  the 


bride's  clan— usually  $2,000  to 
$5,000  in  cash. 

Hmong  clan  leaders  estimate 
that  30%  to  50%  of  the  girls  marry 
before  age  17.  But  the  girls 
themselves  say  the  figure  is  much 
higher,  perhaps  70%,  and  that 
some  of  the  brides  have  yet  to 
reach  puberty. 

"There  is  no  such  thing  as 
adolescence  in  the  Hmong 
culture,"  said  Wendy  Walker,  a 
lecturer  at  UC  Berkeley  and  an- 
thropologist who  has  studied 
Hmong  in  Southeast  Asia  and 
here.  "Girls  go  from  childhood  to 
adulthood  by  the  mere  act  of  mar- 
riage." 

Hmong  rarely  talk  about  the 
custom  with  outsiders,  knowing 
the  marriages  are  often  illegal 
and  could  provoke  backlash.  Sex 
with  anyone  under  15  is  a  felony  in 
California,  and  marriage  under  18 
requires  court  permission.  So  the 
unions  remain  hidden  from  view. 
One  of  the  few  outward  signs  is  a 
ceremonial  string  tied  around  a 
bride's  wrist. 

On  rare  occasions  when  social 
service  and  law  enforcement 
agencies  discover  an  illegal  rela- 
tionship, officials  are  stretched 
too  thin  to  pursue  a  crime  rooted 
more  in  culture  than  in 
vice  — although  infrequently  a 
Hmong  man  is  prosecuted  for  kid- 
napping a  child  bride. 

To  look  inside  this  secret  world, 
The  Times  talked  to  girls  in 
Hmong  enclaves  around  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley— in  high  schools, 
at  hangouts,  in  homes.  Many  girls 
agreed  to  cooperate  only  if  their 
last  names  weren't  used.  Even 
speaking  about  the  practice,  they 
said,  is  a  betrayal  of  culture. 

"Hmong  females  have  no 
rights,"  said  Ying,  a  21-year-old 
mother  of  two.  "We're  just  sup- 
posed to  have  babies,  be 
housewives,  do  what  the  husband 
says  to  do.  It's  a  very  sad  life." 

The  custom  of  marrying  young 
was  already  in  place  when  the 
Hmong  fled  persecution  in  China 
in  the  1800s  and  migrated  to  the 
rugged  mountains  of  Laos.  The 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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Who  Are  the  Hmong? 

■  WHO:  The  Hmong,  originally 
from  China,  are  one  of  the  most 
ancient  tribes  in  the  world. 

■  WHERE:  Persecuted  in  China 
for  refusing  to  discard  their 
unique  ways,  they  migrated  to  the 
highlands  of  Laos  in  the  early 
1800s.  When  war  ravaged 
Southeast  Asia  in  the  mid-1970s, 
they  fled  to  refugee  camps  in 
Thailand.  More  than  125,000  now 
live  in  the  United  States,  concen- 
trated in  California  and  Minnesota. 

■  TRIBAL  NAME:  Hmong  literally 
means  "a  person."  It  is  pro- 
nounced Mong. 

■  BACKGROUND:  Sealed  off 
from  the  outside  world,  the 
Hmong  adopted  a  code  of  laws 
based  on  myriad  taboos.  Among 
them:  Do  not  feed  chicken  giz- 
zards to  a  child  or  he  will  grow  up 
lacking  in  intelligence;  do  not 
tickle  a  baby's  feet  or  he  will  grow 
up  a  thief. 


Hmong  Communities  in  California 


Sources;  U.S.  Office  of  Refugee  Resettlement  and  Hmong  leaders  in  various  cities. 


Hmong  were  recruited  by  the  CIA 
in  the  1960s  to  fight  the  Viet  Cong, 
and  early  marriage  and  child 
bearing  helped  offset  a  casualty 
rate  100  times  that  of  U.S. 
soldiers. 

"We  have  lived  in  many  hostile 
environments,"  said  Houa  Wa 
Yang  of  Fresno,  president  of  the 
national  Hmong  Council,  made  up 
of  leaders  from  the  culture's  18 
district  clans.  "In  Laos,  people 
died  or  were  killed  at  34  or  35.  In- 
fant mortality  was  very  high.  So 
marrying  young  and  having 
children  was  a  way  to  preserve 
our  own  kind." 

Here,  the  forces  that  keep  early 
marriage  alive— even  for  girls 
raised  on  MTV  and  Big  Macs— are 
a  jumble  of  old  and  new. 

Chue,  18,  a  senior  at  Merced 
High,  said  she  was  caught  in 
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public  with  her  boyfriend  two 
years  ago.  To  fend  off  gossip,  her 
parents  pushed  marriage,  even 
though  they  knew  it  could  block 
her  goal  of  college. 

It  happens  all  the  time,  the  girls 
say,  puppy  love  promoted  to  mar- 
riage to  avoid  loss  of  face. 

"If  you  are  seen  outside  the 
home  with  a  boy,  that  is  taboo," 
said  Mai,  17,  a  classmate  of  Chue. 
"Your  name  is  a  whisper  on 
everyone's  lips." 

Other  girls  said  they  agreed  to 
marry  a  man  they  barely  knew  as 
a  way  to  win  social  privi- 
leges—dating, staying  out  after 
dark— that  American  girls  take 
for  granted.  But  their  jump  across 
the  doorstep  was  no  leap  to  eman- 
cipation, they  say. 

"I  was  12.  My  husband  was  23," 
said  Nou,  16,  a  senior  at  McLane 


High."  He  told  me  he  wanted  to 
marry  me.  He  picked  me  up  and 
took  me  to  his  house.  I  didn't  say 
yes  and  I  didn't  say  no.  My 
mother  told  me  not  to  get  married 
but  it  happens.  It's  a  very  hard 
life." 

Some  Hmong  girls  also  choose 
marriage  to  avoid  the  disgrace  of 
ending  up  twentysomething  and 
unwed.  The  women  complained 
that  even  the  most  eligible  Hmong 
men  — college  graduates  and 
Americanized— too  often  want 
14-and  15-year-old  wives. 

"Unless  I  became  a  second 
wife,  no  Hmong  will  marry  me," 
said  Mee  Her,  25,  a  graduate  stu- 
dent at  Cal  State  Fresno.  "They 
fear  a  strong  woman." 

Some  parents,  frightened  and 
bewildered  by  the  rise  of  Hmong 
youth  gangs,  encourage  marriage 
as  a  way  to  impose  adult  respon- 
sibility. Gangbanging  has  ushered 
a  new  generation  of  Hmong  boys 
and  girls  into  the  fold  of  early 
marriage. 

Ou  Vang,  17,  and  his  girlfriend, 
Pa  Her,  13,  stood  on  the  fringe  of 
Hmong  gang  life.  They  survived 
two  months  on  the  streets  by 
stealing  car  parts.  Last  summer, 
hoping  to  get  back  in  his  father's 
good  graces,  Vang  called  home 
from  a  local  convenience  store. 

"Tell  our  father  I  am  bringing 
home  a  wife,"  he  told  his  older 
brother.  "Get  the  chicken  ready." 

The  way  Ou  sees  it,  marriage 
has  proved  a  great  bargain.  His 
father,  a  mystical  priest  or 
shaman,  had  been  challenging  his 
every  move,  his  clothes,  his  rap 
music,  his  girlfriend.  Then  one 
day,  knighted  by  the  chicken,  he 
was  suddenly  a  man  with  all  the 
rights  befitting  a  Hmong  man. 

As  long  as  he  attends  high 
school,  he  can  go  and  come  as  he 
pleases.  The  girl  once  forbidden  to 
him  now  shares  the  bed  in  his 
room.  About  the  only  thing  mar- 
riage hasn't  changed,  he  says,  is 
his  father's  distaste  for  rap 
music.  The  beat  of  rap  reminds 
the  older  man  of  the  beat  of 
Hmong  funeral  music. 
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Pa  Her  isn't  so  sure  about  the 
bargain.  She  hopes  to  wait  until 
Ou  graduates  and  finds  a  job 
before  they  have  children.  But 
already  he  is  forcing  the  issue.  "If 
I  have  a  baby  I  don't  know  what 
I'll  do,"  she  said.  "My  mother-in- 
law  laughs,  she  says  I  can't  even 
cook  the  rice." 

Hmong  brides  of  any  age  en- 
dure heavy  pressure  to  bear  a 
male  child.  A  Hmong  husband 
isn't  considered  a  man  until  he 
has  sired  a  son.  If  a  wife  cannot 
conceive  or  the  children  she  bears 
are  all  girls,  the  culture  allows  the 
husband  to  take  a  second  wife. 
Polygamy  continues  to  be  prac- 
ticed in  the  Central  Valley  but  on 
a  scale  thought  to  be  small. 

Kia  Xiong  feels  the  pressure  to 
produce  a  son.  Five  years  ago  she 
was  a  15-year-old  at  Fresno  High 
School  when  she  became  smitten 
with  a  boy  she  met  at  the  Fresno 
fairgrounds  during  Hmong  New 
Year.  Six  weeks  later,  on  Valen- 
tine's Day,  she  married  Yangpao 
Vue,  then  18,  and  moved  in  with 
his  family. 

Unable  to  juggle  school  and 
domestic  duties,  Kia  dropped  out 
of  10th  grade.  Each  year  of  mar- 
riage has  brought  a  new 
child— three  girls.  She  hopes  their 
fourth  child  will  be  a  boy  so  they 
can  stop  having  babies.  Her  hus- 
band agrees. 

"If  it's  not  a  boy,  maybe  I  will 
get  another  wife,"  said  Vue. 

He  keeps  snapshots  of  various 
girlfriends  — possible  second 
wives.  "I  have  one  in  Merced  and 
one  in  Sacramento  and  Long 
Beach,"  Vue  said.  "I  met  them  at 
Hmong  New  Year." 

His  wife,  fearful  at  the  prospect 
of  being  left  with  young  children 
to  care  for,  said  she  tore  up  some 
of  the  photos.  "I  went  back  to  my 
parents  for  two  days  but  I  came 
back,"  she  said.  "It's  not  easy. 
It's  hard.  But  this  is  my  home. 
This  is  my  place." 

Researchers  who  have  studied 
the  Hmong  caution  that  their 
tightknit  culture  always  has  been 
reluctant  to  change. 
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"There  is  no  reason  to  think  that 
the  practice  of  early  marriage 
and  childbearing  will  change 
significantly  in  our  lifetime,"  said 
Walker,  the  Berkeley  an- 
thropologist. 

"Every  single  immigrant  group 
has  bowed  to  the  pressures  of  the 
American  lifestyle,"  she  said. 
"Among  Southeast  Asians,  the 
Cambodians  have  responded.  So 
have  the  Lao.  The  Vietnamese. 
But  the  Hmong  have  resisted." 

Hmong  clan  leaders  disagree. 
While  many  Hmong  regard 
welfare  as  redress  for  blood 
spilled  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  leaders  say  welfare 
dependency  is  dropping.  As  for 
deep-rooted  cultural  rites  such  as 
early  marriage,  they  say  America 
must  be  patient.  Fifteen  years  is 
but  a  blip  in  the  passage  of  one  of 
the  world's  oldest  and  most 
primitive  tribes. 

"Give  us  time,"  said  Yang, 
president  of  the  Hmong  council. 
"It's  a  matter  of  education.  I  don't 
buy  the  argument  that  early  mar- 
riage won't  change.  It  has  to 
change.  It  already  is  changing." 


There  is  perhaps  no  better 
measure  of  that  grudging  change 
than  the  campus  at  Cal  State 
Fresno,  where  70  of  the  270 
Hmong  students  are  women.  Five 
years  age  there  were  fewer  than  a 
dozen.  "Every  one  of  them  is  a 
pioneer,"  said  Katsuyo  Howard, 
coordinator  for  Southeast  Asian 
students. 

Hmong  women  say  that  the 
number  of  teen-age  girls  resisting 
early  marriage  grows  each 
year— along  with  the  number  of 
girls  bolting  joyless  marriages. 

"I  was  supposed  to  marry  my 
uncle's  son,"  said  Choua,  a 
17-year-old  at  Merced  High  who 
plans  to  go  to  college.  "He  had 
been  chosen  for  me  a  long  time 
ago.  I  told  my  parents,  'Forget 
him.  He's  not  my  type.' 

"There  is  a  lot  of  good  in  our 
culture.  You  know  there's  no  such 
thing  as  a  Hmong  convalescent 
home.  Or  a  Hmong  homeless  per- 
son. So  I  want  to  keep  my 
language.  I  want  to  keep  my 
customs  and  music.  But  this  early 
marriage  stuff  has  got  to 
change." 


Teen- Age  Mothers 

Hmong  culture  encourages  girls  to  marry  and  have  babies  young.  More  than  15%  of  Hmong 
births  in  California  are  to  girls  18  and  under— the  highest  proportion  of  any  ethnic  group. 
Many  Hmong  mothers  are  younger  than  16.  The  following  shows  the  percentage  of  births  to 
teenagers  in  1990  and  1991,  by  ethnic  group: 


Hmong: 

Black: 

Latino: 

Anglo: 

Asian: 

(excluding 
Hmong) 


Total  births: 


Births  to  mothers 
18  and  under: 


Hmong: 

Black: 

Latino: 

Anglo: 

Asian: 

(excluding  Hmong) 


6,050 
94,917 
503,141 
499,117 
107,193 


880 
11,611 
52,919 
22,617 
3,165 


Sources:  Stale  Department  of  Health  Services 


Hmong  Worship  Groups  in  California 

Sacramento    2  Fresno  1 

Merced  2  Tulane  1 

San  Joaquin    1  Orange  1 


San  Diego  1 
Santa  Barbara  1 


Groups  have  attendances  that  range  from  50  to  300  each  Sunday  afternoon.  More  than  4,000 
are  ministered  to  weekly. 
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Ministers  Institute 

Theme:  "The  Stewardship  of  Preaching  and  Pastoral  Care" 
August  2-3,  1993 
Mount  Olive  College 


Monday,  August  2 
Topics:  (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 


Registration,  8:30  a.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
The  Personal  Preparation  of  the  Minister 


Sermon  Preparation  and  Exegesis 


Expository  Preaching 


Pastoral  Preaching 


Dr.  Cedric  Pierce 
Pastor  of  Pleasant  Grove  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Pikeville,  N.C. 

The  Reverend  Walter  Sutton 
Executive  Director 
Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes 

The  Reverend  T.  O.  Terry 
Pastor  of  Rock  ofZion  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Grant sboro,  N.C. 

The  Reverend  Gary  Bailey 
Pastor  of  Stoney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Goldsboro,  N.C 


Tuesday,  August  3     Registration,  9:00  a.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

Dr.  Meggan  Moorhead,  a  staff  Psychologist  on  the  Rehabilitation  Clinic  at  John  Umstead  Hospital,  and 
the  Reverend  C.  Gray  Brock-Loftis,  Associate  Director  of  the  Department  of  Pastoral  Care,  John 
Umstead  Hospital,  will  present  a  program  on  the  pastoral  care  of  those  who  struggle  with  mental  illness. 
The  program  will  offer  a  look  at  personal  experiences,  spiritual  issues,  and  pastoral  responses  related 
to  the  mentally  ill  and  their  families  in  the  community. 


The  Ministers  Institute  is  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Ministerial  Association  and  Mount  Olive  College.  The 
purpose  of  this  annual  event  is  to  provide  a  medium  for  continuing  education  which  addresses  the  practical  concerns  of 
ministers. 

All  sessions  of  the  institute  will  meet  in  the  Hennessee  Room  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center. 

Overnight  accommodations  may  be  arranged  at  the  Southern  Belle  Motel,  Mount  Olive,  NC  (Telephone:  919-658-9494). 

The  registration  fee  for  the  institute  is  $10.00.  Churches  are  encouraged  to  pay  the  registration  fee  for  their  ministers. 

Clip  and  Return 

Registration  For  Ministers  Institute  -  Mount  Olive  College  -  August  2-3,  1993 

So  that  adequate  preparations  can  be  made,  each  minister  is  requested  to  complete  and  return  this  form  by  July  30. 
There  is  a  registration  fee  of  $  10.00.  Spouses  are  encouraged  to  attend  at  no  additional  charge.  Please  make  your 
checks  payable  to  "North  Carolina  Ministerial  Association." 

Name    Church   

Address   Conference  

City  State   Telephone  

I  plan  to  attend  (check  dates)   August  2   August  3 


Please  return  this  form  by  July  30  to: 

The  Reverend  Frank  R.  Harrison,  Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina  28365 


THE  GIFT  OF  CREATIVITY  AS  THE  IMAGE  OF  GOD 

IMPRINTED  UPON  LIFE 


MOC'S  THIRTY-NINTH 
COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS 


Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 


"What  is  it  that  distinguishes  our  life  from  other 
life  on  the  planet?"  asked  Mr.  Nigle  B.  Barrow  Jr., 
speaker  for  the  Thirty-ninth  Commencement  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  More  than  1,000  people 
gathered  May  8  in  College  Hall  to  celebrate  the 
graduation  of  163  candidates,  the  largest  graduating 
class  in  the  history  of  the  College.  A  total  of  2,970 
degrees  have  been  awarded  to  Mount  Olive  College 
graduates  since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1951. 

Attorney  Barrow  held  up  a  rubber  band  and 
declared,  "If  we  turn  to  Genesis,  we  find  that  the 
writer  gives  us  a  basic  understanding  of  God  and 
man.  Man  and  woman  were  created  in  the  image  of 
God.  If  we  are  made  in  the  image  of  the  creator  God, 
then  we  must  also  be  creators,"  he  explained.  En- 
thusiastically, Mr.  Barrow  noted  numerous  inven- 
tions which  manifest  the  inherent  gift  for  creativity 
in  human  beings. 
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The  rubber  band  is  a  creation. 

A  stick  changed  into  a  spear  is  a  creation. 

Bows  and  arrows  are  creations. 

The  wheel  is  a  simple  creation,  but  a  fundamen- 
tal part  of  every  machine  we  have  in  modern  socie- 
ty. 

The  paper  clip  is  a  creation. 

"Man  was  created  to  create,"  insisted  Mr.  Bar- 
row. As  he  turned  to  the  graduating  class  of  1993,  he 
stressed  the  value  of  the  spark  of  creativity.  "No  in- 
stitution can  give  that  spark  of  creativity  to  you,"  he 
explained  to  the  graduates.  "But  man  is  different 
from  other  life  on  the  planet  because  man  is 
creative.  When  you  leave  Mount  Olive  College  today, 
you  take  that  very  same  spark  of  creativity  with 
you." 

In  emphasizing  creativity,  Mr.  Barrow  noted 
that  no  one  could  give  young  lawyers  insight  or  that 
creative  spark.  No  one  can  really  teach  creativity; 
yet,  he  noted  that  all  human  beings  have  a  creative 
gift  to  find  for  themselves  within  themselves. 

How  then  can  the  gift  of  creativity  be  found? 

How  can  Americans  discover  their  own  gift  of 
creativity  within  themselves? 

Mr.  Barrow  drew  the  graduating  class  of  1993  to 
focus  upon  three  realiteis  needed  to  develop  the  gift 
of  creativity:  (1)  the  capacity  to  see  what  can  be,  (2) 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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the  capacity  to  see  beyond  obstacles,  (3)  the  capaci- 
ty to  see  others  as  they  truly  are. 

"What  exactly  is  the  capacity  to  see  what  can 
be?"  asked  Mr.  Barrow. 

To  answer  his  own  question,  he  referred  to  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination's  vision  to 
build  a  college.  The  denomination  wanted  the  im- 
print of  God  expressed  in  a  concrete  way  through  a 
college.  They  wanted  to  bring  a  vision  into  reality. 

When  W.  Burkette  Raper  was  selected  as  presi- 
dent of  this  young  college,  he  brought  with  him  a  vi- 
sion, also.  "Burkette  Raper  saw  a  liberal  arts  tradi- 
tion for  Mount  Olive  College.  Many  expected  this 
College  to  be  a  Bible  college,  but  Burkette  Raper' s 
vision  was  larger,  more  creative,  more  generous," 
said  Mr.  Barrow.  "His  vision  was  to  see  young  peo- 
ple in  all  walks  of  life  prepare  to  build  careers.  To- 
day this  wider  vision  lives  in  the  1993  graduating 
class." 

Creativity  allows  us  to  see  what  can  be;  the  first 
point  Mr.  Barrow  stressed. 

"The  invention  of  the  paper  clip  is  a  simple  in- 
vention," stated  Mr.  Barrow,  "but  it  has  not  really 
been  improved.  Handel's  music  shows  us  what  can 
be,  and  we  feel  the  image  of  God  imprinted  on  man 
through  this  music." 

Turning  to  the  graduates,  he  stressed,  "Find 
your  gift  of  creativity." 

The  second  reality  needed  to  develop  the  gift  of 
creativity  is  the  capacity  to  see  beyond  obstacles. 
Mr.  Barrow  used  his  own  love  of  sailing  to  illustrate 
the  need  to  see  beyond  obstacles.  In  sailing,  he  tries 
to  get  his  sails  in  position  to  allow  the  wind  to  push 
him  in  the  same  direction.  Sailing  into  the  wind  at  a 
45  degree  angle  is  the  secret  of  smooth  moving.  The 
ancient  Egyptians  perfected  sailing  into  the  wind  in 
200  A.D. 
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With  a  shift  into  metaphor,  Mr.  Barrow  eyed  the 
graduates  and  boldly  advised,  "Sail  with  the  wind  of 
life  when  you  can.  But  remember,  your  creative  vi- 
sion allows  you  to  sail  against  the  wind,  empowers 
you  to  overcome  failure,  creates  within  you  a  chance 
to  reorder  priorities,  offers  the  harsh  opportunities 
to  see  new  horizons  with  the  wind  at  your  back.  But 
remember,  the  wind  will  shift.  The  wind  may  blow 
you  off  your  chosen  course,  but  when  you  face  the 
wind,  you  may  turn  the  obstacle  into  a  new  vision,  in- 
to a  chance  to  see  beyond  the  obstacle  because  the 
image  of  God  is  imprinted  on  you." 

The  third  reality  needed  to  develop  the  gift  of 
creativity  is  the  capacity  to  see  people  as  they  truly 
are.  '  'The  process  of  falling  in  love  includes  a  special 
insight,"  noted  Mr.  Barrow.  "The  person  in  love 
sees  the  other  person  as  they  truly  are  and  as  they 
can  be,  but  not  as  they  wish  them  to  be.  Creative  vi- 
sion is  the  capacity  to  see  others  as  they  truly  are 
and  as  they  can  be.  Even  successful  people  can  fail 
to  know  themselves  as  they  truly  are.  All  of  you  to- 
day have  tremendous  unrealized  potential.  What  the 
creative  person  does  is  to  help  others  develop  that 
potential.  This  creativity  is  a  gift,  because  we  have 
the  image  of  our  creative  God  imprinted  upon  us," 
he  said. 

Turning  to  the  163  members  of  the  graduating 
class  of  1993,  Mr.  Barrow  concluded:  "Take  with  you 
that  creative  spark.  Hopefully  your  skills  will  enable 
you  to  express  that  creativity.  Continually  look  in- 
side yourself  to  discover  your  creative  spark.  When 
the  wind  is  at  your  back,  relax,  rest,  and  accept  the 
wind  for  what  it  is.  The  wind  will  shift.  Regardless 
what  happens,  don't  despair.  Turn  your  face  into  the 
wind  so  that  adversity  can  lead  you  to  new  and 
better  things  than  you  ever  dreamed  would 
happen." 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


THE  DESERT  STORM  COLLEGE  GRADUATE 


The  clock's  alarm  awoke  the  student  like  war 

memories 
as  he  dressed  to  interview  once  again 
for  the  state  job  unfilled, 
five  candidates  left 
as  if  the  frig  had  been  cleaned  out 
to  make  room  for 
fresh  fruit. 

As  he  opened  his  bedroom  window 
he  faced  the  dry  wind, 
shifted  closer  to  feel  its  weight 
and  turn  his  body  full  force 
into  the  whip  of  morning  air. 

The  day  cracked  across  his  heart 

echoing  downtown  sidewalks  he  trod 

in  hopes  to  get  a  job, 

fill  a  place, 

be  at  work 

somewhere 

in  a  society  where  millions 

felt  the  wind  in  their  face, 

their  own  sails  fighting  movement. 

He  did  not  get  the  job; 
the  state  had  other  plans 
leaving  him  alone  with  his  own 
vision, 

his  task  now  to  create  himself 
in  a  world  where  rent,  food,  cars 
cost. 

He  thought  of  Buddha 
and  wondered  if  he  might 
rearrange  his  desires, 
turn  his  sails  eastward 
for  a  season 
and  feel  the  wind  shift. 

After  all,  he  could  eat, 

cut  grass, 

visit  his  parents 

and  know  he  was  not  homeless 

in  a  society  which  demanded 

that  he  invent  himself, 


create  a  place 
to  be: 

the  being  was  the  question. 
Desert  Storm  was  over. 

He  walked  the  city  streets  that  afternoon 

when  he  lost  the  job, 

the  wind  hit  him  hard 

like  pellets  of  pain, 

his  heart  thick  with  degrees, 

skills  unused, 

a  future  unclear, 

friendships  scattered 

as  a  gambler's  cards. 

College  had  taught  him  how  to  spell, 

count,  write,  type,  think 

and  pass  requirements 

as  if  grades  would  earn 

him  the  prized  degree, 

the  hoped-for  job, 

the  identity. 

But  now  he  walked  against  the  wind, 
his  heart's  sails  fumbling 
as  if  his  boat-body  were  tossed 
without  a  smooth  sail  ahead. 
Suddenly  he  laughed, 
raises  his  fist 
and  cried  aloud, 
"I  can  live  in  mysteries, 
uncertainties,  and  doubts, 
because  I  am  who  I  am 
regardless  of  the  wind." 

The  wind  shifted. 

A  new  desire  arose 

and  the  voice  of  Socrates  echoed 

in  the  young  man's  ear: 

"Look  at  all  the  things  I  do  not  desire." 

He  rolled  his  body  forward  into  the  wind 

and  felt  his  own  gift 

to  create  himself 

anew. 

—  Pepper  Worthington 
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REFLECTING  GOD'S  LOVE  .  .  . 


by  Chris  Furlough 

Hello,  my  name  is  Chris.  I'm  going  to  tell  you 
how  Jesus  showed  His  love  to  our  family  after  a  ter- 
rible car  accident. 

1  Peter  5:7  says,  "Let  him  have  all  your  worries 
and  care,  for  he  is  always  thinking  about  you  and 
watching  everything  that  concerns  you"  (Living  Bi- 
ble). My  family  believes  that  now  more  than  ever. 
Here  is  our  story. 

On  October  24,  1990,  Mama  and  my  little  brother 
picked  up  my  younger  twin  sisters  and  me  at  school, 
just  as  they  always  did.  On  the  way  home,  a  big  car 
ran  a  stop  sign  and  hit  our  King-cab  Datsun  pick-up 
in  the  front  on  my  Mama's  side.  The  truck  was 
destroyed  and  all  of  us  were  hurt  really  bad. 

One  of  my  twin  sisters,  Stacey,  came  home  from 
the  hospital  that  same  night.  She  had  stitches  in  her 
head.  The  rest  of  us  had  to  stay  in  intensive  care  and 
boy,  were  we  scared! 

Mama  had  both  of  her  arms  and  some  of  her  ribs 
broken.  She  was  not  able  to  be  with  us  during  the 
time  we  needed  her  most.  Can  you  imagine  how 
Mama  felt? 

Michael,  who  was  only  four  at  the  time,  had  a  big 
cut  on  his  forehead  and  was  in  traction  for  three 
weeks  with  a  badly  broken  arm.  My  other  sister, 
Tracey,  had  a  bad  cut  on  her  face  and  she  lost  ten 
teeth.  I  had  a  cut  on  my  head  and  I  lost  one  tooth.  I 
also  had  a  bruised  liver  and  could  not  run  and  play 
for  two  months.  Tracey  and  I  had  broken  jaws  and 
our  mouths  had  to  be  wired  shut.  Mama  said  that  not 
even  that  could  keep  me  quiet.  I  talked  so  much  that 
all  but  one  of  the  rubber  bands  holding  my  wires 
popped  off. 

Even  before  our  wreck,  we  loved  Jesus.  We  went 
to  Sunday  School  and  church  and  we  prayed;  but 
during  this  time  of  our  life,  He  seemed  more  real  to 
us. 

While  we  were  in  the  hospital  and  after  we  got 
out,  Jesus  showed  His  love  to  us  in  a  lots  of  ways. 
Neighbors,  friends,  family,  and  people  we  didn't 
even  know  helped  us.  The  people  from  our  church 


helped  us  a  lot.  One  thing  they  did  was  make  sure 
that  someone  brought  supper  to  our  house  every 
night.  For  two  months,  they  did  that.  They  also  gave 
us  their  time,  friendship,  and  love.  Jesus  took  care  of 
our  needs  through  them. 

Mama  told  us  that  Jesus  said  our  Father  knows 
what  things  we  need  even  before  we  ask  Him.  He 
knew  we  needed  people  to  help  us  and  He  sent  them! 

When  Tracey  and  I  went  back  to  school,  our 
mouths  were  still  wired  together.  Everything  we  ate 
had  to  be  thin  like  a  milkshake  to  go  through  our 
wires.  Our  teachers  were  afraid  we  might  get 
choked  during  lunch  so  our  local  dentist  made 
himself  available  in  case  of  an  emergency.  The 
school  helped  us  so  much  and  everyone  was  so  nice 
to  us. 

Tracey  had  been  back  in  school  for  a  week  when 
we  found  out  she  had  a  broken  back.  After  an  opera- 
tion, she  had  to  stay  in  the  hospital  for  awhile  and 
had  to  wear  a  body  brace  for  three  months.  We  know 
Jesus  took  extra  care  of  her  because  today  she  is  a 
healthy  girl. 

Our  friends  continued  to  call  us  and  come  to  see 
us.  They  continued  to  prepare  good  suppers  for  us 
and  they  continued  praying  for  us  and  loving  us.  We 
learned  a  lot  from  them.  We  learned  about  loving 
other  people  and  helping  them.  That's  what  Jesus 
wants  us  to  do.  We  learned  about  miracles  and  we 
learned  to  depend  on  Jesus  a  lot  more. 

Mama  couldn't  hug  us  with  her  two  broken 
arms,  but  Jesus  kept  us  safe  in  His. 


Chris  Furlough  is  a  fourth 
grade  student  at  Ayden 
Elementary  School.  He  is  the 
son  of  Mitchell  and  Loretta 
Furlough  of  Route  2,  Ayden, 
NC.  They  are  members  of 
Winterville  Church.  Chris  won 
first  place  in  the  AFC  Public 
Speaking  Competition  at  the 
1993  State  Youth  Convention 
with  his  presentation  of  this 
essay. 
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DINNER  DISCUSSION 


by  Cliff  Schimmels 


No  one  likes  to  bring  up  the  topic  of  his  or  her 
own  rejection.  I  know  my  children  don't.  I 
discovered  this  at  one  of  our  family  discussions 
which  take  place  on  occasional  days  when  we 
"debrief"  during  dinner. 

"Kris,"  I  asked  our  seventh  grader,  "when  are 
we  going  to  hear  the  results  of  the  musical 
tryouts?" 

"She  posted  them  today." 

"Oh?"  (With  junior  highers,  you  have  to  use  the 
art  of  "encouraging  listening.") 

"Yeah.  Dianne  got  the  part." 

After  some  meager  attempts  to  relieve  the  ten- 
sion I  created,  I  suddenly  thought  of  something 
more  positive. 

"How's  basketball  practice?"  That  ought  to 
change  the  tone,  I  thought. 

"Coach  called  us  in  today  and  said  that  she 
would  only  be  able  to  keep  twelve  girls." 

"Oh?"  More  encouraging  listening. 

"I  wasn't  one  of  the  twelve." 

Kris  had  suffered  two  major  setbacks,  both  in 
the  same  day.  Despite  her  lackadaisical  attitude  and 
her  apparent  reluctance  to  talk,  she  had  to  be  suffer- 
ing emotionally. 

At  that  point,  parents— even  those  who  felt 
awkward  and  useless— were  valuable  to  her.  Her 
setbacks  provided  us  not  only  a  challenge  but  also  an 
opportunity.  Here  are  some  things  we  learned: 

We  had  to  help  our  child  manage  her  hurt.  To 
adults  who  worry  about  "important"  things,  not  get- 
ting into  a  musical  may  not  seem  too  shattering.  But 
for  a  seventh  grader,  it  may  represent  the  loss  of  all 
the  potential  joy  in  the  world. 

My  first  impulse  when  things  happen  to  my 
children  is  to  try  to  heal  the  hurt— to  kiss  it  and  make 
the  pain  go  away.  That's  what  I  would  really  like  to 
do,  but  I  know  I  can't. 

Kris  was  going  to  feel  some  pain.  There  wasn't  a 
whole  lot  I  could  do  to  make  the  hurt  go  away.  And  I 
am  not  sure  that  would  have  been  the  best  thing, 
even  if  I  could.  The  natural  process  of  growing  in- 
evitably leads  to  a  certain  amount  of  suffering,  and 
that  suffering  is  valuable  in  helping  us  become 
mature. 

We  had  to  help  her  preserve  her  pioneering 
spirit.  Kris  had  just  tackled  two  challenges.  In  good 
faith  and  with  a  positive  outlook,  she  had  tried  to 
reach  into  the  unknown,  to  attempt  something  she 
had  never  attempted  before.  Just  trying  out  for  the 
team  and  the  musical  took  courage,  but  both 


challenges  had  backfired  in  her  face.  Her  ex- 
perimental courage  had  led  only  to  the  pain  of  rejec- 
tion. 

A  normal  reaction  for  someone  in  Kris'  position 
would  be  to  think,  "Oh,  well,  what's  the  use?  I  tried 
and  failed.  I  won't  even  bother  trying  next  time." 
But  this  is  a  dangerous  attitude,  particularly  for  a 
seventh  grader,  and  presents  one  of  the  greatest 
challenges  to  parents.  Junior  highers  have  to  experi- 
ment. But  during  experimentation,  there  are  always 
as  many  setbacks  as  successes.  Somehow,  we  have 
to  help  our  children  look  objectively  at  their  failures 
and  maintain  enough  confidence  to  keep  trying. 

We  didn't  burden  Kris  with  unfair  expectations. 
The  one  prayer  I  pray  most  frequently  as  a  parent 
(and  a  teacher)  is  that  the  Lord  will  give  me  the 
wisdom  to  know  how  much  to  expect  of  my  children. 
If  I  expect  too  little  of  them,  they  waste  their 
creative  gifts.  If  I  expect  too  much  of  them,  I  may 
destroy  them  with  an  unrealistic  burden. 

We  had  to  help  Kris  get  her  life  back  in  perspec- 
tive. That  night  our  after-dinner  conversation  hit  on 
several  stories— some  from  Scripture,  some  about 
great  heroes,  and  some  about  real-life  people  we 
knew.  We  wondered  how  Zechariah  must  have 
handled  the  suffering  of  not  being  able  to  speak  until 
his  child,  John  the  Baptist,  was  born.  We  tried  to 
imagine  the  drive  that  possessed  Glen  Cunningham 
to  recover  from  serious  burns  and  injury  to  become 
a  world-class  runner.  We  prayed  for  a  young  athlete, 
a  friend  of  the  family,  who  had  just  learned  that 
because  of  a  latent  back  injury,  he  would  never  be 
able  to  compete  in  gymnastics  again. 

These  memories  weren't  meant  to  divert  Kris' 
attention  from  her  own  hurts.  We  retold  these  stories 
to  remind  ourselves  that  we  are  never  the  only  peo- 
ple suffering.  We  used  the  examples  to  gain  the 
courage  to  accept  the  fact  that  life  is  more  than 
speaking  and  burn  scars  and  gymnastics  honors  and 
junior  high  musicals  and  basketball.  When  we  have 
courageous  confidence  in  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  life 
always  has  hope. 

I  don't  know  if  Kris  learned  all  that  in  one  night. 
But  at  least  there  weren't  any  tear  stains  on  her 
pillow  the  next  morning. 

Dr.  Cliff  Schimmels,  professor  of  education  at  Wheaton  College  in 
Wheaton,  Illinois,  is  author  of  Surviving  the  Terrible  Teenage  Years 
(David  C.  Cook  Publishing)— this  article  is  an  excerpt  from  that 
book.  He  is  also  the  author  of  the  School  Success  Series  (David  C. 
Cook  Publishing).  Article  used  by  permission  of  David  C.  Cook 
Publishing  Co.,  850  North  Grove  Avenue,  Elgin  IL  60120. 
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WARTS  AND  ALL 


by  Ray  C.  Steadman 


As  a  young  Christian,  I  read  stories  of  martyrs 
and  missionaries  that  left  me  feeling  hopelessly  in- 
adequate to  ever  measure  up  to  such  shining  ex- 
amples. At  the  time,  I  didn't  realize  it  was  all  done 
with  literary  mirrors  that  reflected  the  factual 
highlights  of  a  career,  but  left  out  most  of  the  dark 
valleys  of  failure  or  despair  that  ought  to  have  been 
part  of  the  picture. 

Fortunately,  the  Bible  doesn't  do  that.  Since  it  is 
God's  Book,  it  reflects  one  of  the  great  attributes  of 
God:  He  is  a  total  realist!  He  sees  people  and  things 
the  way  they  actually  are,  "warts  and  all." 

Even  more,  He  uses  people  who  are  not  perfect. 
In  fact,  He  seems  to  prefer  that  kind!  Paul  reminds 
the  Corinthians  that  there  were  few  among  them  of 
noble  or  high  social  standing,  but  God  deliberately 


chose  to  use  many  whom  the  world  regarded  as 
foolish  or  weak  in  order  to  show  that  the  power  "is 
from  God  and  not  from  us"  (2  Corinthians  4:7). 

Marred  Models.  Think  of  the  marred  men  and 
women  whom  the  Bible  holds  up  as  models  for  our 
emulation.  At  the  dawn  of  time  there  was  Enoch, 
who  was  said  to  walk  with  God  for  300  of  his  365 
years,  and  then  "was  not,  for  God  took  him"— not  in 
death,  as  the  New  Testament  makes  clear,  but  alive 
into  Heaven.  Yet  for  65  years,  he  did  not  walk  with 
God!  It  seems  clear  that  for  those  years  he  lived  like 
most  of  us,  going  along  with  the  self-serving, 
thoughtless  lifestyle  that  was  all  around.  But  God 
could  and  did  change  him  and  use  him  till  he  left  an 
impression  upon  the  entire  generation  before  the 
Flood. 
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After  the  Flood,  Noah  messed  up  his  own 
witness  by  getting  drunk  and  becoming  indecently 
exposed  before  one  of  his  sons.  Was  he  stamped  "Re- 
ject" by  God  for  this?  No,  instead  he  became  an  ex- 
ample of  God's  forgiving  grace,  and  was  trusted 
with  a  revelation  from  God  that  defined  the  limits  of 
human  government  and  has  ruled  the  natural  world 
ever  since.  There  was  Rahab,  a  street  woman  of 
Jericho,  who  forsook  her  ancient  profession,  mar- 
ried a  godly  Israelite,  and  became  an  ancestress  of 
Jesus. 

Imperfect,  but  Usable.  There  are  many  others  in 
the  Bible  who  struggled  with  habits  of  lying,  tenden- 
cies to  manipulate  others,  lustful  urges,  passionate 
liaisons  that  destroyed  faith,  stubborn  unbelief, 
and  sulking  self-centeredness— and  yet  whom  God 
picked  and  used  "warts  and  all!"  The  centuries 
since  have  provided  numerous  examples  of  the  same 
phenomenon,  for  it  is  clearly  a  divine  methodology. 
Despite  a  widespread  conviction  to  the  contrary  it 
can  be  stoutly  asserted  that  no  physical  or  social 
handicap,  no  dysfunctional  family  background,  or 
personal  record  of  past  failure  can  prevent  anyone 
from  becoming  a  useful  instrument  of  God's  work- 
ing— if  he  or  she  will  accept  God's  cleansing,  learn 
God 's  methods  from  His  Word,  and  move  into  oppor- 
tunities which  God's  Spirit  will  open! 

God  Uses  Us,  Warts  and  All.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  aspects  of  this  truth  is  that  God  often 


uses  the  very  handicap  or  failure  we  thought  unfitted 
us,  to  be  the  open  door  He  employs  to  make  us  a 
blessing.  Many  years  ago  I  met  an  elderly  minister 
who  told  the  fascinating  story  of  his  conversion. 

The  man  had  been  a  student  at  Cambridge 
University  when  D.  L.  Moody  was  invited  to  speak 
there  during  his  first  evangelistic  crusade  in 
England.  Many  of  the  students  were  angry  and  upset 
by  this  invitation  to  one  they  regarded  as  a 
backwoods  American  preacher  who  butchered  the 
English  language.  Moody  had  no  more  than  a  fifth- 
grade  education  and  was  noted  for  his  ungram- 
matical  lapses. 

Several  students,  including  the  one  who  would 
eventually  tell  this  story,  determined  to  sit  in  the 
front  row.  They  planned  to  upset  the  meeting  by 
making  catcalls  and  creating  as  much  disturbance 
as  possible. 

Moody  stepped  without  introduction  to  the  front 
of  the  platform.  The  evangelist  pointed  his  finger  at 
the  young  men  on  the  front  row  and  said  directly  to 
them,  "Young  gentlemen,  don't  ever  think  that  God 
don't  love  you,  for  He  do!" 

The  earnest  passion  with  which  Moody  spoke, 
and  his  ungrammatical  beginning,  caught  the  young 
men  by  surprise.  They  listened  to  his  entire  talk  in 
silence. 

Recalling  the  event,  the  old  minister  said, 
"When  Moody  gave  an  invitation  at  the  end  of  his 
message,  I  was  the  first  one  in  the  inquiry  room.  I 
became  a  Christian  then  and  have  followed  the 
footsteps  of  D.  L.  Moody  ever  since." 

Such  a  story  is  not  meant  to  suggest  that  great 
fame  will  result  for  everyone  whom  God  uses  "warts 
and  all."  Probably  the  greatest  of  God's  saints  are 
unknown  to  the  world  at  large.  It  is  in  the  kitchen, 
the  office,  the  backyard,  the  supermarket  that  God 
chooses  to  use  most  of  us.  Again,  contrary  to 
widespread  conviction,  it  is  not  the  great  meetings 
which  change  the  world.  It  is  the  accumulated  im- 
pact of  thousands  of  people  who  were  once  angry, 
cynical  rebels  against  society;  or  were  bound  by 
drug  abuse,  alcoholism,  or  sexual  perversion;  or 
were  proud,  snooty  intellectuals;  who  are  now 
changed  by  grace,  becoming  loving,  caring  in- 
dividuals. 

These  are  today's  heroes  of  the  faith  who  are 
winning  God's  battles  in  an  evil  world.  All 
discovered  the  truth  that  God  wanted  them  to  think 
of  themselves  as  available  bodies,  allowing  Him  to 
transform  their  thinking  by  exposure  to  His 
Word— thus  discovering  that  there  is  no  more  ex- 
citing lifestyle  than  to  be  an  instrument  of  God  at 
work. 

Ray  C.  Steadman,  known  widely  as  an  author  and  Bible  teacher, 
served  as  pastor  of  Peninsula  Bible  Church  in  Palo  Alto,  California, 
for  40  years.  This  article  is  by  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.,  850 
North  Grove  Avenue,  Elgin  IL  60120. 
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THE  COMPONENTS  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP 


by  K. 

As  a  child,  I  was  taught  to  sing,  "We  have  a 
great  big  wonderful  God."  This  concept  has  stuck 
with  me  in  my  approach  to  the  public  worship  of 
God.  The  God  we  love  and  serve  is  a  big  God.  God 
can  (and  should)  be  worshiped  in  a  number  of 
beautiful  ways.  The  words  which  follow  spell  out 
what  I  feel  to  be  essential  components  of  public  wor- 
ship. Whether  your  worship  is  simple  or  complex,  I 
encourage  you  to  find  creative  and  meaningful  ways 
of  incorporating  these  features.  While  all  services 
may  not  include  each  component,  worship  leaders 
should  ensure  that  these  are  part  of  a  "balanced 
diet"  of  worship  for  their  congregations. 

There  is  no  magic  in  the  order  that  these  com- 
ponents are  listed.  However,  they  are  listed  in  the 
order  that  I  usually  use  for  services  that  I  have  op- 
portunity to  plan. 

1.  Praise 

Praise  involves  acknowledging  the  majes- 
ty of  God.  The  Psalmist  reminds  us  that 
God  inhabits  the  praises  of  His  people. 
That  being  true,  it  could  be  said  that 
through  praise,  we  make  a  place  for  God 
to  be  in  our  midst  in  worship.  This  part  of 
the  service  may  involve  singing  appropri- 
ate hymns,  reading  of  Scripture  (in  uni- 
son, responsively,  or  by  a  lay  reader),  and 
prayers  of  invocation.  As  an  example  of  an 
invocation,  consider  the  following:  "Al- 
mighty God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  are 
open,  all  desires  known,  and  from  whom 
no  secrets  are  hid:  Cleanse  the  thoughts  of 
our  hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  that  we  may  perfectly  love  thee, 
and  worthily  magnify  thy  holy  Name; 
through  Christ  our  Lord"  (Book  of  Com- 
mon Prayer,  323). 

2.  Confession 

Confession  is  often  a  response  to  praise. 
Through  praise  we  enter  into  God's 
presence.  This  presence,  as  Isaiah  6:1-8 
states,  reminds  us  of  our  sinfulness, 
leading  to  our  need  for  confession.  This 
part  of  the  service  may  involve  a  call  to 
confession  by  the  minister,  prayers  of 
confession  (silent,  bidding,  or  corporate), 
and  words  of  assurance  by  the  minister 
(such  as  Matthew  11:28;  John  3:16; 
1  Timothy  1:15;  or  1  John  2:1-2). 

A  Call  to  Confession:  "Ye  who  do  truly  and 
earnestly  repent  of  your  sins,  and  are  in 
love  and  charity  with  your  neighbors,  and 
intend  to  lead  a  new  life,  following  the 
commandments  of  God,  and  walking  from 
henceforth  in  his  holy  ways:  Draw  near 


Hines 

with  faith,  and  make  your  humble  confes- 
sion to  Almighty  God"  {Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  330). 

A  Prayer  of  Confession:  "Most  merciful 
God,  we  confess  that  we  have  sinned 
against  thee  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed,  by  what  we  have  done,  and  by 
what  we  have  left  undone.  We  have  not 
loved  thee  with  our  whole  heart;  we 
have  not  loved  our  neighbors  as  our- 
selves. We  are  truly  sorry  and  we 
humbly  repent.  For  the  sake  of  thy 
Son  Jesus  Christ,  have  mercy  on  us 
and  forgive  us;  that  we  may  delight 
in  thy  will,  and  walk  in  thy  ways,  to 
the  glory  of  thy  Name.  Amen"  (Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  331). 
3.  Affirmation 

In  worship,  we  are  given  opportunity  to 
confirm  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  Again, 
this  may  be  done  in  a  variety  of  ways: 
testimony,  appropriate  hymns  or  special 
music,  and  responsive  and  unison  read- 
ings. The  following  are  examples  of  affir- 
mations : 

A  Modern  Affirmation:  "We  are  not  alone. 
We  live  in  God's  world.  We  believe  in  God, 
who  has  created  and  is  creating,  who  has 
come  in  the  true  man,  Jesus,  to  reconcile 
and  make  new  who  works  in  us  and  others 
by  His  Spirit.  We  trust  Him.  He  calls  us 
to  be  His  Church,  to  celebrate  His  pres- 
ence, to  love  and  serve  others,  to  seek 
justice  and  resist  evil,  to  proclaim  Jesus, 
crucified  and  risen,  our  judge,  and  our 
hope.  In  life,  in  death,  in  life  beyond  death 
God  is  with  us.  We  are  not  alone.  Thanks 
be  to  God.  Amen." 

Apostles'  Creed  (adapted) :  "We  believe  in 
God  the  Father  Almighty,  maker  of 
Heaven  and  earth;  and  in  Jesus  Christ  His 
only  Son  our  Lord:  who  was  conceived  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
suffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cruci- 
fied, dead,  and  buried;  the  third  day  He 
rose  from  the  dead;  He  ascended  into 
Heaven,  and  sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  the  Father  Almighty ;  from  thence  he 
shall  come  to  judge  the  living  and  the 
dead.  We  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
holy  Church  universal,  the  communion  of 
saints,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  the 
resurrection  of  the  body,  and  the  life 
everlasting.  Amen." 
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A  Free  Will  Baptist  Affirmation:  "We  be- 
lieve there  is  one  living,  true  and  eternal 
God,  the  Father  in  whom  are  all  things, 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  glorious 
and  unchangeable  in  all  His  attributes.  We 
believe  there  is  one  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  by 
whom  are  all  things,  the  only  Son  of  God, 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  who  was  truly 
God  and  truly  man.  We  believe  there  is 
one  Holy  Spirit,  the  precious  gift  of  the 
Father  through  His  Son,  who  is  the  divine 
presence  in  our  lives.  We  believe  that  the 
Church  is  the  body  of  Christ,  all  believers 
everywhere.  We  believe  in  the  fellowship 
of  the  saints  through  the  worshiping 
community  and  in  the  promise  of  life 
eternal.  Amen"  (compiled  by  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Dudley). 

4.  Proclamation 

The  Christian  pastor,  in  the  tradition  of 
Israel's  prophets,  is  called  upon  to  declare 
the  mighty  acts  of  God,  God's  Word.  While 
this  may  be  done  in  a  variety  of  ways 
(congregation  or  choral  music,  drama, 
reading  of  Scripture,  testimony),  one  of 
the  most  effective  ways  for  a  pastor  to 
address  his  or  her  congregation  is 
through  preaching.  As  Karl  Barth 
reminds  us,  when  we  proclaim  the  life- 
changing  gospel  of  Jesus,  based  upon  the 
Scriptures  and  following  the  leadership  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  we  proclaim  the  Word  of 
God.  Please  note:  While  proclamation 
may  be  the  longest  portion  of  the  ser- 
vice (20  to  25  minutes  is  adequate,  and 
longer  than  most  folks  are  prepared  to  lis- 
ten), it  is  not  the  only  part  of  the  service. 

5.  Invitation 

Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  the  idea  of 
giving  an  altar  call  at  the  end  of  a  worship 
service  is  a  relatively  new  idea,  originat- 
ing in  the  1800s.  However,  I  do  feel  that 
extending  an  invitation  gives  a  good 
opportunity  for  individuals  to  respond  to 


the  proclamation  they  have  heard.  A  few 
comments  on  extending  an  invitation : 

a)  Don't  be  melodramatic  or  manipula- 
tive. I've  been  in  services  where  the 
speaker  made  it  seem  that  if  you  were  a 
"real"  Christian,  that  you  should  be  at 
the  altar.  Obviously,  each  of  us  knows 
someone  who  is  lost.  However,  I  never 
have  felt  led  to  go  to  the  altar  at  each  ser- 
vice. 

b)  Don't  take  too  long.  I  do  not  see  a  single 
instance  in  the  New  Testament  where 
Jesus  begged  and  pleaded  with  someone  to 
be  His  disciple.  He  gave  an  invitation  and 
allowed  individuals  to  make  their  own  de- 
cisions. 

c)  Give  a  clear,  simple  invitation.  I  gener- 
ally invite  individuals  to  respond  in  one  of 
three  ways.  I  invite  lost  persons  to  receive 
Christ  and  to  publicly  acknowledge  that 
commitment.  Second,  I  invite  folks  to 
membership  in  our  congregation.  Never 
assume  that  people  know  how  to  join  your 
church.  Third,  I  invite  those  who  feel  so 
led  to  come  to  the  altar  for  prayer  for 
either  rededication  or  some  other  personal 
need. 

A  final  word  on  the  invitational :  I  make  it 
a  practice  to  pray  at  the  altar  with  those 
who  respond  to  the  invitation  for  whatever 
reason.  This  prayer  is  one  of  the  most  ef- 
fective ways  I  know  of  communicating 
pastoral  concern  for  people. 

6.  Benediction 

The  word  "benediction"  is  from  the  Latin 
word  meaning  "blessing."  The  benedic- 
tion, therefore,  is  not  a  summary  of  the 
sermon,  or  a  restatement  of  the  pastoral 
prayer.  It  is  a  prayer  which  seeks  to  in- 
voke God's  blessing  on  God's  people  as 
they  leave  God's  house.  Examples  of 
scriptural  benedictions  include: 
1  Timothy  1:17;  Philippians  4:7;  Ephe- 
sians  3:20-21;  Psalm  19:14;  Numbers  6:24- 
26;  and  Psalm  67:1-2. 

A  final  note :  if  your  congregation  uses  an 
acolyte  to  light  the  candles  on  the  Lord's 
Table,  consider  having  the  acolyte  relight 
the  lighter  before  extinguishing  the 
candles.  The  burning  candles  are 
symbolic  of  God's  presence  in  the  wor- 
shiping community.  The  acolyte  carry- 
ing the  flame  out  of  the  sanctuary 
reminds  us  that  God  goes  with  us 
into  God's  world. 
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CHARMS 


by  Mary  Dudley 
The  following  material  was 
prepared  by  the  Rev.  Bass 
Mitchell  when  he  was  Field 
Secretary  for  the  Sunday  School 
Convention.  It  will  be  presented  in 
three  installments.  The  topic, 
Starting  a  Sunday  School  Council, 
will  provide  valuable  information 
for  Sunday  School  growth  and 
development. 

WHY? 

Why  start  a  Sunday  School 
council  in  your  church? 

I  do  not  know  of  any  growing 
Sunday  School  that  does  not  have 
an  active  Sunday  School  council, 
or  at  least  something  like  it!  The 
Sunday  School  requires  a  great 
deal  of  planning,  overseeing,  and 
supervision.  Goals  need  to  be  set, 
policies  established,  problems 
solved,  teachers  trained  and  sup- 
ported, new  classes  started, 
outreach  programs  planned  and 
carried  out.  To  do  all  of  these 
things  and  everything  else  re- 
quired to  have  a  growing  Sunday 
School  means  that  a  council  is  ab- 
solutely essential! 

If  you  want  your  Sunday  School 
to  grow  and  improve,  then  start  a 
Sunday  School  council.  If  you 
already  have  one,  you  may  need 
to  improve  it.  This  article  is  in- 
tended to  help  you  do  both. 

WHO? 

Who  should  be  on  the  Sunday 
School  council? 

One  answer  to  this  question  is  to 
have  all  Sunday  School  officers 
and  teachers  on  it,  including 
assistants.  Many  churches  do 
this.  This  is  understandable  and 
can  work  well  in  small  Sunday 
Schools.  But  if  your  Sunday 
School  has  more  than  seven 
classes,  then  this  may  not  be  the 
best  way  to  determine  council 
members,  for  it  will  make  the 
council  too  large.  The  council  does 
not  need  more  than  fifteen 
members.  Less  than  this  would  be 
better. 


I  would  recommend  the  follow- 
ing to  make  up  your  council! 

1.  The  Superintendent  (Chairman) 

2.  The  Assistant  Superintendent 

3.  The  Sunday  School  Secretary 

4.  A  teacher  of  adults 

5.  A  teacher  of  young  adults 

6.  A  teacher  of  youth 

7.  A  teacher  of  elementary  children 

8.  A  teacher  of  preschoolers 

9.  A  parent  of  a  teenage  in  your  Sunday 
School 

10.  A  parent  of  a  child  in  your  Sunday 
School 

11.  The  pastor 

It  should  be  obvious  that  these 
persons  are  active  in  the  Sunday 
School,  concerned  about  it,  and 
willing  to  devote  the  time  re- 
quired for  an  effective  council. 

These  persons  are  nominated 
by  the  nominating  committee  of 
the  church.  They  serve  one-year 
terms. 
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JULY  ACTIVITIES 

1.  Let  each  student  keep  a  word 
bank  of  words  emphasized  in  each 
lesson.  At  the  end  of  a  certain 
period  of  time,  take  the  words  out 
and  discuss  what  they  are,  their 
meanings  (if  applicable),  and 
why  they  are  important.  The  word 
bank  can  be  made  from  a 
Pringle's  can  covered  with  con- 
tact paper. 

2.  Prepare  three  containers  and 
mark  them  individually:  PEO- 
PLE, PLACES,  and  THINGS.  As 
a  new  vocabulary  word  is  in- 
troduced, decide  to  which 
category  the  word  belongs  and  put 
it  in  the  proper  container.  At  the 
end  of  a  certain  period  of  time  or 
study,  take  the  words  out,  discuss 
them,  make  sentences  with  them, 
write  stories  with  them,  reclassify 
them,  or  just  simply  say  them 
together. 


BROTHERHOOD 
IS  THE 


KEY 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

FULL-TIME  STATUS 

In  the  last  two  issues  of  "Notes 
and  Quotes,"  I  have  discussed  the 
matter  of  the  full-time  status  of 
this  office.  The  June  N&Q  con- 
tained the  letter  that  was  mailed 
to  the  pastors,  placing  a  challenge 
to  each  church  to  increase  its  con- 
tribution to  this  promotional 
work.  Later,  a  letter  was  mailed 
to  all  church  treasurers. 

At  the  time  the  Convention's 
Executive  Committee  approved 
the  budget  which  endorsed  the 
funding  for  "a  full-time  ex- 
ecutive administrator,"  begin- 
ning October  of  1993,  I  was  uncer- 
tain about  what  I  would  personal- 
ly do.  I  was  not  sure  about  it  when 
the  letter  was  sent  to  our  pastors ; 
however,  after  several  weeks  of 
prayerful  and  thoughtful  con- 
sideration, I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Lord  was  leading  me 
in  the  direction  of  continuing  on  in 
the  Convention's  work.  The  deci- 
sion was  by  no  means  an  easy  one 
and  it  was  not  made  in  haste.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  my  nature  to  act 
hastily,  particularly  relating  to 
the  Lord's  will  for  my  life. 

There  were  some  uncertainties 
( and  there  will  always  be ) ,  but  we 
are  expected  to  pray  through  and 
reason  through  until  we  reach  a 
certain  feeling  of  contentment 
and  inner  satisfaction. 

Upon  coming  into  this  work  four 
years  ago,  I  knew  that  the  hope  of 
the  Convention's  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  that  it  eventually 
move  to  full  time.  My  thoughts 
then  were  that  I  would  not  desire 
the  work  full  time ;  instead,  I  felt 
that  I  would  choose  to  simply  con- 
tinue my  pastoral  work  on  a  full- 
time  basis.  This  was  also  my 
thinking  when  I  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  the  Ayden  Church  in 
February  of  1992.  Thus,  the  deci- 
sion to  continue  in  this  work  was 
even  more  difficult  because  I  had 
been  at  the  church  for  a  relatively 
short  time.  Also,  I  would  be 
another  minister  removed  from 


regular  pastoral  duties  at  a  time 
when  such  are  needed.  The  Lord, 
however,  always  fills  our  needs. 
When  He  leads  in  one  direction, 
He  will  supply  the  needs  in 
another.  The  kind  and  gracious 
members  of  the  Ayden  Church 
readily  understand  my  decision 
and  they  know  that  the  Lord  will 
also  lead  them  in  securing 
another  pastor.  The  church  has 
always  meant  much  to  me  and  my 
family.  Years  ago  when  I  moved 
to  Ayden  to  become  assistant 
editor  at  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press,  I  became  a  member  of  the 
church.  In  1971,  I  became  its 
pastor  and  served  them  until  1981, 
plus  these  almost  two  years. 

Support  for  the  work  is  always  a 
major  concern.  We  are  moving  to 
a  budget  that  requires  more  than 
$20,000  than  the  previous  years. 
The  secret  is  consistent  support 
from  our  churches.  A  church  that 
has  been  challenged  to  give  $400 
may  find  it  necessary  and  more 
practical  to  make  quarterly  con- 
tributions of  $100.  Of  one  thing  we 
are  certain,  the  work  will  require 
more  than  $25  per  year,  sent  only 
at  Convention  time,  as  some 
churches  were  doing  twenty-five 
years  ago.  Will  all  churches  meet 
their  challenges?  Perhaps  not. 
But  those  who  do  not  will  receive 
the  benefits  of  what  others  are  do- 
ing. We  are  indeed  grateful  to 
those  churches  that  have  made 
the  work  of  the  Convention  a  part 
of  their  church  budgets. 

In  reaching  a  decision  re- 
garding full-time  status,  I  heard 
many  favorable  comments.  My 
minister  friends  expressed  their 
hope  that  I  would  continue  on. 
These  men  of  wisdom  and  concern 
served  as  an  encouragement  to 
me,  for  I  respect  their  concern 
and  respond  to  their  wisdom. 
Although  no  one  could  really 
made  the  decision  for  me,  I  thank 
them  for  their  input. 

Most  of  my  ministry  has  in- 
volved two  areas  of  work 
simultaneously,  and  at  times 
things  have  been  difficult.  I  will 


be  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to 
focus  in  only  one  area  for  a 
change.  It  is  my  desire  to  give  it 
my  best.  I  desire  to  serve  my  Lord 
and  my  denomination  in  such  a 
way  as  to  honor  and  please  Him. 
With  your  prayers  it  will  happen. 
(In  the  next  Notes  and  Quotes,  I 
will  discuss  some  specifics  con- 
cerning things  I  will  be  doing,  and 
things  I  hope  to  do.) 

BELHAVEN  CHURCH  FIRST 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  of 
Belhaven,  North  Carolina,  is  the 
first  church  to  meet  its  challenge 
of  support  for  full-time  status  of 
this  office.  Thanks,  Belhaven,  for 
your  contribution  and  for  being 
the  first  of  our  churches  to  meet 
the  challenge  of  the  next  church 
year.  (The  pastor  of  Belhaven 
Church  is  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
Brickhouse  of  Columbia,  NC.) 


YEARBOOKS 

$10 
Each 

Original  Fret  Wttl  B&pllsts 

7#?y,  YEARBOOK 

Headquarters 
Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 

July 
is 

Christian 
Education  Month 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

BRIDE  AND  GROOM 

There  are  many  married  couples  in  the  Bible.  By  drawing  a  line  from  each  husband  to 
his  wife,  can  you  find  these  married  couples?  Scripture  references  beside  the  husbands' 
names  are  given  to  help  you. 


SCRIPTURE 


(Genesis  24:67) 


(Genesis  3:20) 


(Matthew  1:18-19,  24) 


(Ruth  4:10) 


(Genesis  29:28) 


(Exodus  2:21) 


(Genesis  17:15) 


(Luke  1:5) 


(2  Samuel  12:24) 


(1  Samuel  1:1-2) 


(Acts  5:1) 


HUSBANDS 

Isaac 

Adam 

Joseph 

Boaz 

Jacob 

Moses 

Abraham 

Zacharias 

David 

Elkanah 

Ananias 


WIVES 

Bathsheba 
Sarah 
Zipporah 
Eve 

Rebekah 

Sapphira 

Ruth 

Rachel 

Mary 

Elisabeth 

Hannah 
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JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 


RUSH  LIMBAUGH 
BIBLE  STUDY 

A  church  in  Charlotte,  NC,  will 
devote  a  summer's  worth  of 
Wednesdays  to  seeing  how  much 
of  what  Rush  Limbaugh  says  can 
be  backed  up  by  the  Bible. 

"Maybe  he  comes  out  at  80  per- 
cent," said  the  Rev.  Verlin  Ander- 
son, who  will  lead  the  study  group 
at  the  First  Assembly  of  God 
Church.  "It's  primarily  pro-life. 
Most  people  here  said,  'That's  the 
class  I  want  to  take.'  " 

Looking  for  something  to  spur 
attendance  at  Bible  study,  pastors 
at  the  350-member  church  let 
members  vote  on  topics  for  a 
class.  The  winner  was  Limbaugh, 
tied  with  a  course  on  dealing  with 
difficult  people,  Anderson  said. 

Limbaugh  has  gained  millions 
of  listeners  by  expousing  conser- 
vative criticisms  on  subjects  in- 
cluding the  Clintons,  Kennedys, 
abortion,  and  feminism.  He  is 
heard  daily  on  radio  and  TV  by  33 
million  people  and  coined  the 
phrase  "feminazis." 

Associated  Press 

AMERICANS  CONTRD3UTE 
BILLIONS 

Americans  gave  an  estimated 
$39.2  billion  to  religious  congrega- 
tions in  1991,  according  to  an  In- 
dependent Sector  survey. 

The  study  "From  Belief  to  Com- 
mitment" also  estimated  the 
value  of  volunteer  service  to  con- 
gregations as  $19.2  billion  in  1991. 

"The  report  tells  us  that  con- 
gregations foster  voluntary  ser- 
vice, suggesting  that  many 
Americans  get  their  first  in- 
troduction to  voluntary  service 
and  responsibility  to  engage  in 

I  community  activities  through 
participation  in  a  religious  con- 

:  gregation,"    said  Virginia 
Hodgkinson. 

Associated  Press 


1ST  AMENTMENT  AND 
THE  FREE  PRESS 

Does  the  First  Amendment  still 
guarantee  a  free  press? 

In  1990,  a  representative  of  a 
pro-abortion  activist  group  placed 
an  order  with  Regal  Art  Press  for 
membership  forms.  As  a  matter 
of  conscience,  Chuck  and  Susan 
Baker,  the  owners  of  Regal  Art, 
refused  to  print  the  forms  because 
of  their  strong  pro-life  beliefs. 

The  activist  group  sued  in  state 
superior  court  to  force  this 
private  press  to  print  their 
materials.  Represented  by  ACLU 
attorneys,  the  group  claimed  that 
Regal  Art  had  somehow  violated  a 
state  anti-discrimination  law  by 
refusing  the  printing  order. 

With  representation  by 
American  Center  for  Law  and 
Justice  Chief  Counsel  Jay 
Sekulow,  the  Bakers  countered 
that  their  rights  to  freedom  of  the 
press  and  freedom  of  association 
under  the  U.S.  Constitution  were 
being  attacked. 

The  Superior  Court  has  taken 
this  case  "under  advisement"  and 
will  issue  a  ruling  at  a  later  date. 

ACLJ  Newsletter 

ADDS  FACTS  IN  NC 

AIDS  is  the  leading  cause  of 
death  for  persons  between  the 
ages  of  20  and  39  in  six  North 
Carolina  counties:  Wake, 
Durham,  Forsyth,  Guilford,  New 
Hanover,  and  Wayne.  It  outranks 
car  accidents,  homicides,  and 
suicides. 

N.C.  Dept.  of  Environment, 
Health  and  Natural  Resources 

CHURCH  SUES  OVER 
HOMOSEXUAL  RIGHTS  LAW 

Members  and  pastors  of  the 
Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church  in 
New  Jersey  have  alleged  in  a 
lawsuit  that  a  homosexual  rights 
law  infringes  on  their  First 
Amendment  rights  to  freedom  of 
speech  and  religion. 

New  Jersey  Governor  James 
Florio  signed  into  law  on  January 


19,  1992,  a  statute  prohibiting 
churches  from  discrimination  in 
the  hiring  and  firing  of  employees 
based  on  sexual  orientation.  It 
also  forces  churches  to  accom- 
modate homosexuals  in  its  mar- 
riage and  sacrament  services. 

The  Rutherford 
Institute  Journal 

HAWAII  MAY  LICENSE 
SAME-SEX  MARRIAGES 

Gay-rights  activists  hailed  a  re- 
cent Hawaii  Supreme  Court  ruling 
that  could  make  the  state  the  first 
to  license  same-sex  marriages.  A 
state  ban  on  such  unions  is 
"presumed  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional," the  court  said  in  a  3-2  rul- 
ing. The  case  returns  to  a  lower 
court,  where  the  state  must  show 
a  "compelling  interest"  for  the 
ban  to  be  upheld.  "This  is  a  big 
victory  for  gay  marriages,"  said 
William  Rubenstrein  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union's 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project. 

USA  Today 
May  1993 

JOTS  AND  TITTLES  is  a  monthly  news 
and  comment  on  issues  which  concern 
Christianity.  It  serves  as  the  communica- 
tions arm  of  Politically  Active  Conser- 
vative Christians  (PACC),  which  was 
founded  in  1990  by  Gary  Burbage.  PACC 
serves  to  promote  and  preserve  the  Chris- 
tian heritage  upon  which  our  nation  was 
founded. 


"O  beautiful,  for  spacious  skies 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


WHAT  HAS  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  BEEN  DOING? 


Scenes  from  the  Central  Conference  Layman's  League  at  Aspen  Grove  Church,  June  7. 


Scenes  from  the  State  Youth  Convention  Banquet  May  15  sponsored  by  the  State  Layman's  League. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

July  1— Executive  Board  and  Promotional  Board  meeting,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 
September  13— Central  Conference  Layman's  Leauge,  Grimsley  Church,  7  p.m.,  supper;  7:45  p.m.,  meeting. 
Attention,  Laymen!  Please  send  information  and  pictures  of  your  League  activities  to  Randy  Beaman  (new 

address),  1105  Grovemont  Drive,  C-3  Westpointe  Townhomes,  Greenville,  NC  27834;  phone,  830-5592. 
If  you  need  information  or  would  like  to  start  a  League  at  your  church,  call  Elmer  Harrell  (747-2894)  or  John 

Newton  (823-3049). 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


"FALL  LIMITED  EDITION" 

We  are  once  again  offering  our  "Fall  Limited  Edition,"  which  includes  three  nights  at  Cragmont, 
two  days  traveling  to  and  from  Cragmont,  and  two  days  of  touring  the  mountains.  This  is  offered  by 
Cragmont  for  a  package  price  of  #175  per  person.  This  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  and  meals  at 
Cragmont.  This  price  EXCLUDES  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  while  away  from 
Cragmont  (unless  otherwise  designated). 

Limited  Edition  begins,  Monday,  October  11,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by 
motor  coach,  with  stops  in  several  eastern  North  Carolina  towns. 

Our  proposed  trips  this  year  are  to  Sweetwater,  Tennessee,  and  Spruce  Pine,  North  Carolina.  The 
trip  to  Sweetwater  will  be  to  visit  the  world's  largest  underground  lake.  The  lake  covers  4%  acres  and 
is  recognized  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  as  a  Registered  Natural  Landmark.  This  is  due  to  the 
natural  phenomenon  of  the  lake  as  well  as  the  abundance  of  a  large  collection  of  rare  "cave  flowers." 
There  are  NO  STEPS  on  this  tour,  but  there  is  a  gradual  incline  as  you  walk  back  to  the  entrance  from 
the  lake.  The  lake  has  some  of  the  largest  rainbow  trout  in  the  United  States. 

The  next  day  we  will  travel  north  to  Spruce  Pine  and  visit  a  "gem  mine."  Several  large  gems  have 
been  found  in  the  mines  in  western  North  Carolina.  You  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  "pan  mine"  for 
gems. 

Of  course,  we  will  pick  out  a  great  restaurant  for  you  to  eat  at  one  night,  which  will  be  included  in 
your  package  price. 

Limited  Edition  will  come  to  an  end  Thursday,  October  lit,  1993.  The  buses  will  leave  after 
breakfast  to  return  to  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please 
return  the  completed  reservation  form  along  with  $50  non- re fundable  deposit.  The  balance  of  $125  will 
be  due  by  September  2k,  1993. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  fall  retreat.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you 
from  the  hassle  of  planning  and  driving. 


Mail  to  "LIMITED  EDITION,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 

NAME:  SEX:   

ADDRESS   

CITY :  STATE :  ZIP :  

PHONE :  day  evening  

CHURCH:   

For  health  reasons  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room?  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


Because  of  limited  space  in  our  buildings,  if  a  group  of  five  or  more  people  want  to  stay  together  we 

will  have  the  dorm  available  for  this  use.  We  would  like  the  dorm?  

Please  indicate  at  which  bus  stop  you  would  prefer  to  board: 


La  Grange 

Pikeville 

Goldsboro 

Smithfield 

Middlesex 

Wilson 

Greenville 

Ayden 

Kinston 


Bus  Lot  

Pleasant  Grove  FWB  Church 

Stoney  Creek  FWB  Church  

McDonald's  (on  Hwy.  70)  


Stancil's  Chapel  FWB  Church 
Parkwood  Mall  (Belk's)  


Carolina  East  Mall  (Main  Entrance) 

Hardee's  

Food  Lion  (Hwy.  70)  


July  1993 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM  NC 


06/23/0/ 


27  706 


CH1KCH 
HISTORY 


'°okl 


FOLDERSl  LETTERHEADS 


BOOKS 


PAMPHLETS 


SROCHUREs 


When  your  Church  needs 


DIAL  (919)  746-6128  and  ask  for  the 

o 

PRINTING  DEPARTMENT  < 


We  have  the  equipment,  the  staff,  and  the  know-how  to  fill  your  every  printing  need.  We 
offer  practical  printing,  carefully  planned  and  produced  by  skilled  technicians. 
Deliveries  are  prompt  and  prices  are  reasonable. 


32 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  Free  Will 
Baptist 


August  1993 


Happenings  Throughout  the  Church 
23 

Free  Will  Baptist  Woman's  Conference 
at  Camp  Vandemere 

26 

Battling  Apathy 
27 

Notes  and  Quotes 
28 

Charms 
29 

Jots  and  Tittles 


30 


Children's  Corner 


31 


On  the  Move  with  the  Layman's  League 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 

August  1993 
Vol.  108,  No.  8 

Edited  and  published  monthly  by 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation, 
Inc.,  811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  North 
Carolina  28513-0159.  Second-class 
postage  paid  at  Ayden,  North  Carolina 
(USPS  2094-4000). 

All  materials  for  consideration  in 
any  issue  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
editor  thirty  days  prior  to  the  publication 
date  of  that  issue.  Items  for  publication 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  The 
Free  Will  Baptist,  P.O.  Box  159,  Ayden, 
North  Carolina  28513-0159. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  Christ  among  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the 
right  to  refuse  any  article  or  news  that  is 
inconsistent  with  our  purpose,  pro- 
grams, or  policies,  and  that  does  not 
reflect  a  spirit  of  harmony  and  coopera- 
tion with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Foundation  and  the  North  Carolina  State 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. The  contents  herein  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  beliefs  or  policies 
of  the  editor  or  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 
The  responsibility  for  each  article  is 
given  the  person  whose  name  appears 
under  the  title  or  to  the  person  sub- 
mitting said  article. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  ad- 
vance: one  year,  $8.88;  two  years,  $16.20; 
four  years,  $31.35  (including  sales  tax  for 
North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of 
other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50  and  $30 
respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  it  ap- 
plies). 

Every-Family  Plan:  A  25  percent  dis- 
count given  when  local  churches  send 
the  "Baptist"  to  the  home  of  every 
member;  names  and  addresses  to  be 
provided  by  churches.  Churches  are 
billed  quarterly.  Bundle  Plan:  Lots  of  25 
or  more  "Baptists"  are  sent  to  one  in- 
dividual who  in  turn  distributes  these.  A 
50  percent  discount  is  offered  under  this 
plan. 

Bookstore  Hours:  Ayden,  9  a.m.— 5 
p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  Wilson,  10 
a.m.— 6  p.m.,  Monday— Saturday;  New 
Bern,  and  Kinston,  9:30  a.m.— 5  p.m.; 
Monday— Saturday. 

Board  of  Directors  — Carroll 
Hawkins,  President;  Gary  Burbage,  Vice 
President;  James  B.  Hardee,  W.  S.  Burns, 
Ruth  Taylor,  Frank  Flowers,  Ermon  God- 
win, Jean  Marlowe,  Mitchell  Roller;  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc.:  Cliff 
Gray,  Executive  Director;  Janie  Jones 
Sowers,  Editor  of  Literature. 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


DEEP  RUN  CHURCH 
RECOGNIZES  WOMAN 


Hazel  Smith 


Deep  Run  Church  honored 
Hazel  Smith  as  1993  "Woman  of 
the  Year"  during  the  morning 
worship  service  on  Sunday,  May 
16,  1993.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the  wife  of 
J.  W.  Smith.  They  reside  at  Route 
1,  Deep  Run,  NC.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  been  blessed  with  four 
sons,  seven  grandchildren,  and 
one  great-grandchild. 

Mrs.  Smith  attended  Deep  Run 
High  School.  She  has  been  a 
beautician  and  has  worked  in  the 
Woodington  School  cafeteria  and 
Teachey's  Grocery.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  she  is  Cafeteria 
Manager  at  South  Lenoir  High 
School  in  Deep  Run. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  a  very  talented 
lady  with  many  Christian  virtues. 
She  does  outstanding  work  not 
just  in  the  Auxiliary,  but  in  the 
church  as  well.  Her  church  ac- 
tivities include  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  trustee.  She  has  held 
various  offices  in  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  including  president. 
Currently,  she  is  the  program 
prayer  chairman. 

Whether  it  be  a  project  in  the 
Auxiliary,  Sunday  School,  church, 
youth  groups,  or  community, 
Hazel  Smith  is  a  hard  worker  and 
is  always  eager  to  help.  Deep  Run 
Church  is  very  fortunate  to  have 
such  a  special  lady. 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary 
presented  Mrs.  Smith  with  an 
engraved,  silver  tray  and  cor- 
sage. 


CAPE  FEAR 
UNION  TO  MEET 

The  Cape  Fear  Union  Meeting 
will  convene  with  Victory,  First, 
Deaf  Church,  Orchard  Street  off 
of  Highway  59,  Hope  Mills,  NC,  on 
August  28,  1993.  The  scheduled 
program  is  as  follows: 
10:00— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Devotions,    Mr.  Ronnie 
Hayes 

—Welcome,  Host  Church 
—Response,  Hay  mount 
10:20— Enrollment  of  Officers  and 

Ministers 
—Reading  of  Minutes  of  Last 

Union 

—Appointment  of  Commit- 
tees 

—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
—Report  of  Denominational 

Ministries 
—Miscellaneous  Business 
11:15— Hymn,  Congregation 

—  Offering   and  Offertory 
Prayer 

—  Special    Music,  Host 
Church 

—Message,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Norris;    alternate:  the 
Rev.  Dean  Kennedy 
12:00— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Report  of  Committees 
—Unfinished  Business 
—Benediction  and  Adjourn- 
ment 

ALBEMARLE  UNION 
TO  MEET 

The  Albemarle  Union  will  meet 
August  28  with  Sound  Side 
Church,  Columbia,  NC.  The 
scheduled  program  is  as  follows : 
10:00— Devotions,  the  Rev.  W.  S. 
Burns 

10:10— Welcome,    Mr.  Willard 

Cahoon 
—Response 
10:15— The  Moderator's  Address, 

the  Rev.  Charles  Overton 
10:20— Roll  Call  of  Ministers 

—  Recognition    of  Visiting 
Ministers 

—Roll  Call  of  Churches 
10:30— Offering   for  Denomina- 
tional Ministries 


—Announcements 

—Prayer  Time 

—Two  Testimonies 
10:40  — Report   of  Children's 
Home,  via  Literature 

—Report  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, via  Literature 

—Report  of  FWB  Press,  via 
Literature 

—Report  of  Missions:  Home 
and  Foreign,  via  Litera- 
ture 

—Report  of  Cragmont,  via 
Literature 

—  Report  of  Retirement 
Homes,  via  Literature 

10:50— Report  of  Treasurer 
—Old  or  New  Business 

—  Announcements  of  Next 
Union 

11:00— Minutes   Read   and  Ap- 
proved 
ll:10-Hymn 

11 : 20— Special    Music,  Host 
Church 

11:25— Message,  the  Rev.  James 
Corbett 
—Benediction 
—Adjournment  and  Lunch 

MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Edward  Thornton  is 
available  for  pastoral  services. 
He  may  be  contacted  by  writing 
him  at:  Route  3,  Box  22,  Snow 
Hill,  NC  28580;  or  by  phoning 
(919)  747-5792. 

THIRD  UNION  OF 
EASTERN  TO  MEET 

The  Third  Union  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  will  meet  with  Sneads 
Ferry  Church,  Sneads  Ferry,  NC, 
on  Saturday,  August  28.  All 
churches  in  the  union  are  en- 
couraged to  be  represented. 

CONVENTION 
TO  MEET 

The  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptist  churches  will  meet 
September  14-16,  1993,  on  the 
Mount  Olive  College  campus. 

See  the  next  issue  for  more 
details. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 
SUMMER  SCHOOL  STUDENTS 
TEST  FERTILIZER  CLAIMS 

by  Cecil  Cahoon  II,  Class  of  1992 
Courtesy  Goldsboro  News-Argus 

In  April,  Dr.  Richard  Bounds, 
chair  of  Mount  Olive  College's 
Department  of  Science  and 
Mathematics,  watched  a  televi- 
sion commercial  in  which  an  ac- 
tor declared,  "Of  all  the  fertilizers 
on  the  market,  Miracle-Gro  fer- 
tilizer grows  the  best  tomatoes 
around." 

As  a  botanist  and  a  professor  of 
science,  Bounds  was  fascinated 
by  a  company's  claim  that  its 
product  was  better  than  com- 
parable fertilizer  produced  by 
other  companies. 


"And  some  ads  say  four  out  of 
five  professional  plant  people  use 
Peter's  Professional  Plant  Food. 
So  Peter's  is  talking  up  their  stuff, 
Miracle-Gro  is  talking  up  their 
stuff,  and  Dr.  Bounds  is  saying,  'I 
want  to  see  your  stuff,'  " 

"Most  farmers  will  say,  yes, 
fertilizer  works.  But  millions  of 
dollars  are  being  spent  by  com- 
panies who  say,  'my  fertilizer  is 
better  than  their  fertilizer,  so  buy 
mine,'  "  he  said. 

So  he  decided  to  find  out  for 
himself. 

As  Bounds'  summer  school 
teaching  schedule  included  a 
basic  biology  course,  he  designed 
an  experiment  to  test  Miracle- 
Gro' s  claim  and  incorporated  it 
into  the  science  course. 

•in 


Camille  Stephenson  (right),  a  member  of  Hopewell  Church,  Johnston  County,  and  Beth 
Crawford  of  Faison  measure  and  record  the  growth  of  a  tomato  plant  with  science  professor 
Richard  Bounds  observing.  Dr.  Bounds  designed  an  experiment  for  students  in  the  Summer 
School  Principles  of  Biology  class  to  study  the  effectiveness  of  two  well-known  brands  of 
fertilizer.  Ms.  Stephenson,  the  daughter  of  Lois  C.  Stephenson  of  Garner,  is  a  sophomore  ma- 
joring in  human  resource  development.  Ms.  Crawford,  the  daughter  of  Ann  and  Murray 
Crawford  of  Faison,  is  a  sophomore  majoring  in  fine  arts  and  English  (photo  by  Patti 
O'Donoghue). 


The  experiment  began  when  the 
Session  A  Summer  School 
students  planted  24  tomato  plants, 
a  dozen  Celebrity  variety  and  a 
dozen  Flavor  King  variety,  in  two 
prepared  plots  on  the  College's 
campus. 

"The  students  then  spent  their 
Thursday  morning  science-lab 
time  "in  the  garden." 

"First,  they  cleaned  and 
weeded  the  plots.  I  taught  them 
how  to  use  a  hoe— some  of  them 
probably  never  picked  one  up 
before.  We  measured  the  plants 
and  counted  the  leaves,  recorded 
the  data.  Then  we  applied  the  fer- 
tilizer," Bounds  explained. 

The  experiment  pits  the 
Miraclo-Gro  formula  for  tomatoes 
against  Peter's  Professional 
Plant  Food  Formula,  while  other 
plants  in  the  experiment  received 
only  water— no  plant  food  or  fer- 
tilizer. 

"The  hypothesis  is  that  there's 
no  difference  between  using 
Miracle-Gro  or  Peter's  Profes- 
sional Plant  Food,  or  just  using 
plain  water— what  scientists  call 
the  null  hypothesis.  The  experi- 
ment can  show  us  if  there  is  a  dif- 
ference," he  said. 

In  vegetative  growth,  plant 
height  and  number  of  leaves, 
there's  been  no  significant  dif- 
ference between  the  plants  get- 
ting the  fertilizers,  Bounds  said, 
although  the  fertilized  plants  are 
outgrowing  the  ones  getting  plain 
water. 

"But  the  bottom  line  will  be 
yield— mass  of  tomatoes  per 
plant.  The  yield  study  will  test  this 
guy  on  television  who  says  his  fer- 
tilizer grows  the  best  tomatoes," 
Bounds  said. 

Bounds  said  that  the  experi- 
ment has  the  same  design  used  in 
agricultural  research,  "and  it's 
fun.  The  students  enjoy  it." 

He  added  that  this  combination 
of  practical  experimentation  as  a 
part  of  collegiate  science  courses 
is  "the  wave  of  scientific  educa- 
tion in  America." 

"It  develops  critical  thinking 
skills  and  it  teaches  science  as  a 
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way  of  knowing,"  he  said. 

"Everybody's  a  scientist  if 
you're  a  critical  consumer. 
Everybody  does  this  every  day, 
we're  just  doing  it  in  an  organized 
way,"  he  said. 

Another  part  of  the  students' 
responsibility  will  be  writing  a  lab 
report  on  the  work,  and  Bounds 
suggested  one  study  topic  may  be, 
"Why  do  tomatoes  cost  a  dollar  a 
pound  at  the  store?" 

"Why?  It's  labor-intensive.  You 
have  to  put  a  lot  into  it:  bed 
preparation,  fertilizer,  main- 
tenance and  upkeep,  irrigation. 
Then,  you  have  to  pick  them,"  he 
explained. 

The  experiment  will  continue 
through  the  summer  until  the  last 
tomatoes  are  harvested.  Bounds 
said  the  produce  will  be  given  to 
the  College's  faculty  and  staff,  but 
the  results  will  be  reported  to  the 
makers  of  Miracle-Gro  and 
Peter's  Professional  Plant  Food. 

"Of  course,  the  results  of  one 
experiment  don't  mean  it's 
gospel,  but  if  you  can  repeat  your 
results  a  few  times,  you  may  be 
getting  closer  to  the  truth  of  the 
matter,"  he  said. 

Based  on  the  success  of  the 
tomato  plant  experiment,  Bounds 
is  designing  a  similar  study  of  col- 
lards  to  begin  this  fall. 


CYNTHIA  KIRBY: 
SOMEONE  "SPECIAL"  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 


Cynthia  Kirby,  a  member  of  Lit- 
tle Rock  Church,  Wilson  County, 
can  be  found  in  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege's administration  building 
each  weekday  from  8  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  A  rising  junior  from 
Lucama,  Ms.  Kirby  is  working 
full-time  in  MOC's  Office  of  Ad- 
vancement this  summer. 

"A  lot  goes  on  in  this  building," 
she  says.  "Some  days  admissions 
or  financial  aid  mailings  need  to 
go  out,  or  data  must  be  entered  in- 
to the  computer  to  update  ad- 
dresses for  the  Newsletter  and 
alumni  files,  or  news  stories  need 
to  be  cut  out  of  the  papers  for  the 
College's  bulletin  board. 

"And  when  you're  at  the  recep- 
tionist's desk,  you  don't  know 
what  will  happen  next— deliv- 
eries, visitors  arriving,  or  the 
telephones  not  working.  I  am  en- 
joying it,  though,"  she  adds  with  a 
smile. 

Ms.  Kirby  is  the  daughter  of 
Bonnie  and  Wayne  Kirby  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Esther  Kirby,  a 
Bridge  Builder  from  Little  Rock 
Church.  She  plans  to  help  with 
Vacation  Bible  School  at  Little 
Rock  and  will  visit  residents  of 


Cynthia  Kirby,  a  member  of  Little  Rock  Church,  Wilson  County,  enters  data  to  update  ad- 
dresses for  Mount  Olive  College's  Newsletter  and  alumni  files.  Ms.  Kirby,  a  rising  junior  and 
business  management  major,  is  performing  a  variety  of  duties  this  summer  in  MOC's  ad- 
ministration building  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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retirement  homes  in  Wilson  Coun- 
ty in  the  fall  as  part  of  the  re- 
quirements for  her  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Tuition  Grant.  (This  grant 
provides  $2,500  per  year  toward 
the  tuition  of  students  who  are 
members  of  churches  within  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists,  MOC's  sponsoring 
church.) 

The  Hunt  High  School  graduate 
is  a  business  management  major. 
That  wasn't  always  the  plan, 
however. 

"Because  I've  lived  on  a  farm 
and  shown  cows  all  my  life,  I 
wanted  to  major  in  science ;  work 
with  animals,"  she  says.  "After  a 
few  science  classes,  I  changed  my 
mind. 

"I  realized  I  was  more  in- 
terested in  business,  especially 
how  things  work  in  a  bank.  I'm  in- 
terested in  the  money  system. 
I've  taken  a  computer  course  and 
next  semester  all  my  classes  are 
business  classes,"  she  says. 

Since  her  freshman  days,  Ms. 
Kirby  has  experienced  one  big  dif- 
ference—the opening  of  the  Lois 
K.  Murphy  Regional  Center,  the 
new  dining  hall-student  center  on 
MOC's  main  campus. 

"It's  definitely  better,"  she 
says.  "The  student  body  is  more 
united  with  the  new  cafeteria.  You 
don't  have  to  drive  to  eat.  The 
food  is  good,  there  is  a  lot  more 
room,  and  the  atmosphere  is  a 
whole  lot  nicer." 

Mount  Olive  College  was  the 
natural  choice  for  Ms.  Kirby.  "I 
knew  about  the  College  through 
my  grandma  and  the  church,  and 
it's  close  to  home.  I'm  a  dorm 
resident,  but  I  go  home  most 
weekends. 

"Mostly,"  she  says,  "I  like  the 
people  here,  because  they  make 
you  feel  like  you  are  someone 
special." 


FREE  WELL  BAPTISTS  ATTEND  FRESHMAN  ORIENTATION  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Incoming  freshmen— across  the  state  from  Dare  County  to  Henderson  County,  and  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia— received  a  firsthand  look  at  Mount  Olive  College  during  the  College's  first  1993  Summer  Orientation. 
Director  of  Admissions  Dianne  B.  Riley  reports  that  it  was  the  "largest  group  of  freshmen  we've  ever  had  at- 
tend a  single  orientation."  The  students  took  placement  tests,  met  their  advisors,  registered  for  classes,  and 
toured  the  dorms  and  campus.  Parents  participated  in  information  sessions.  There  are  still  openings  for  the 
1993-94  fall  semester  which  begins  Saturday,  August  21,  when  the  freshmen  move  into  the  dorms.  Contact 
Dianne  B.  Riley,  Eric  Weeks,  or  Tim  Woodard  at  1-800-653-0854  or  (919)  658-2502. 


Some  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  students  who  attended  the  freshman  orientation  are  pictured  following  lunch  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center,  MOC's  new  dining  hall-student  center.  They  are  (from  left):  Tracy  King,  a  member  of  Branch  Chapel  Church,  Johnston  County,  a 
graduate  of  Smithfield-Selma  High  School;  Kevin  Nowell,  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County,  a  graduate  of  South  Johnston  H.S.;  Stephen 
Brown,  Micro  Church,  Johnston  County,  a  graduate  of  North  Johnston  H.S.;  Ami  Medlin,  Trinity  Church,  Johnston  County,  a  graduate  of 
Clayton  H.S.;  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to  MOC  President  W.  Burkette  Raper;  Michael  Wiggs,  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Wayne  County,  a 
graduate  of  Charles  B.  Aycock  H.S.;  Misty  Mills,  Elm  Grove  Church,  a  graduate  of  Ayden-Grifton  H.S.;  Brad  Burrus,  Grimsley  Church,  Greene 
County,  a  graduate  of  Greene  Central  H.S.;  and  Wes  Hines,  Aspen  Grove  Church,  Pitt  County,  Farmville  Central  H.S.  (photo  by  Wanda  Oates). 


Science  professor  Willis  Brown  (right)  talks 
with  the  Smith  family,  members  of  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Craven  County,  during  the 
freshman  orientation  activities.  Pictured  are 
(from  left)  Lesli  Smith;  Mrs.  Laural  Smith, 
who  spoke  to  parents  about  changes  in 
family  dynamics  when  a  son  or  daughter 
leaves  for  college;  Lorin  Smith;  and  Len 
Smith,  class  of  1992,  who  is  attending 
graduate  school  at  North  Carolina  State 
University  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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SPECIAL  SERVICES  FOR 
FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

Education  for  the 
Christian  Ministry 

A  primary  aspect  of  the  mission 
of  Mount  Olive  College  is  to  pro- 
vide educational  opportunities  for 
those  preparing  for  ordination 
and  for  those  who  desire  to 
enhance  their  skills  for  more  ef- 
fective ministry.  In  addition  to 
campus  classes,  the  College  offers 
classes  for  ministers  and  in- 
terested laypersons  through 
Home  Directed  Study.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  "Church  Growth  and 
Evangelism,"  "Pastoral  Min- 
istry," and  "Basic  Christian 
Beliefs"  are  offered.  Beginning  on 
Tuesday,  August  24,  at  7  p.m.,  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Narron  will  be  teaching 
"The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church" 
at  the  Greenville,  First  Church. 
This  class  should  be  of  particular 
interest  to  licensed  ministers. 
Scholarships  which  cover  75%  of 
the  tuition  for  this  class  are 
available  to  assist  licensed  and  or- 
dained ministers. 

For  those  who  desire  the  advan- 
tages of  the  traditional  classroom 
setting,  the  College  offers  classes 
in  ministerial  education  which 
meet  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays, 
and  also  at  night.  This  fall, 
"Christian  Ethics,"  "Life  and 
Letters  of  Paul,"  and  "Introduc- 
tion to  Greek"  will  be  offered  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at  8 
a.m.,  and  9:30  a.m.,  and  3:30  p.m. 
respectively.  "The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church"  will  be  taught  by 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt  on  Tuesday 
evenings  beginning  at  6:30  p.m. 
For  licensed  and  ordained 
ministers,  scholarships  are 
available  which  cover  up  to  90%  of 
the  tuition  for  these  classes. 

Workshops  for  Churches 
and  Lay-Leaders 

Through  the  School  of  Christian 
Studies,  the  College  also  provides 
workshops.  Workshops  presently 
being  offered  are:  The  "User 
Friendly"  Church,  Sharing  Your 
Personal  Testimony,  Sharing  the 
Gospel,  The  Ministry  of  Deacons, 
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The  Bible  Comes  to  Life,  Sunday 
School  Outreach,  and  Church 
Planning.  To  schedule  a  workshop 
in  your  area  or  for  additional  in- 
formation on  services  to  the 
church,  contact  Dr.  David  Hines, 
director  of  Education  for  Chris- 
tian Ministries  (Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, 634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365;  telephone: 
919-658-2502). 

FALL  SEMESTER  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE: 
SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE 

Mount  Olive  College's  fall 
semester  classes  begin  Tuesday, 
August  24,  and  include  a  variety  of 
courses  that  will  appeal  to  the 
traditional  and  non-traditional 
student  alike. 

Spanish  Conversation,  the 
repeat  of  a  popular  offering  from 
last  year,  is  most  helpful  to  those 
who  see  the  need  to  understand 
Spanish  as  it  is  spoken  by  an  in- 
creasing Spanish-speaking  popu- 
lation in  eastern  North  Carolina. 
Olga  Ruiz,  a  native  of  Cuba  with 
more  than  40  years  of  teaching  ex- 
perience in  the  United  States,  is 
the  teacher. 

Creative  Writing  is  offered 
again  with  Margaret  B.  Baddour 
teaching.  Ms.  Baddour  is  a 
published  poet,  a  noted  North 
Carolina  writer,  and  the  leader  of 
the  Goldsboro  Writers  Group. 

Global  awareness  is  empha- 
sized in  World  Literature,  taught 
by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington, 
editor  of  the  MOC  Press,  author  of 
Travels  with  Dr.  Pepper,  and 
noted  eastern  North  Carolina 
literary  personality. 

Freelance  writers  or  those  just 
wishing  to  sharpen  their  writing 
skills  can  benefit  from  the  Report- 
ing and  Editing  Class,  and  the  In- 
troduction to  Mass  Media  class. 

Students  can  broaden  their 
horizons  in  the  Survey  of  Asian 
History  course,  among  a  host  of 
others. 

This  year  a  new  Developmental 
English  course,  designed  for 
students  who  need  tutorial 
assistance,  will  meet  three  days  a 


week  for  class  work  and  one  day  a 
week  for  a  lab. 

There  is  something  new  for 
faculty,  also— An  Academic  Plan- 
ning Week— set  for  August  9-13, 
giving  faculty  members  uninter- 
rupted office  time  before  the  rush 
of  fall  semester  conferences. 

It's  not  too  late  to  enroll  for  fall 
semester  at  Mount  Olive  College. 
Financial  aid  is  still  available, 
and  registration  is  in  progress. 

Call  MOC's  Admissions  Team 
for  a  schedule  of  classes  and 
enrollment  information  for  the 
1993-94  academic  year— Dianne  B. 
Riley,  Eric  Weeks,  or  Tim 
Woodard  at  (919)  658-2502  or 
1-800-653-0854. 

NEW  APPOINTMENTS  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

New  appointments  have  been 
made  at  Mount  Olive  College  in 
the  areas  of  Enrollment,  Gift 
Records,  Student  Development, 
and  in  MOC's  hew  program  at 
New  Bern. 

Bennett  Jefferson  Utley  has 
been  named  to  the  new  position  of 
Dean  of  Enrollment.  The  office  of 
Enrollment  has  primary  respon- 
sibility for  leading  enrollment 
development  of  a  student  body  ex- 
emplifying traits  of  scholarship, 
citizenship,  and  personal  values 
consistent  with  the  Mount  Olive 
College  mission.  Its  work  will  be 
centered  in  the  area  of  admis- 
sions, financial  aid,  and  retention. 

Utley  comes  to  MOC  from  Elon 
College  where  he  served  as  coor- 
dinator of  Career  Planning  and 
Placement.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Chapel  Hill.  He  also  received 
the  M.Ed,  degree  in  guidance  and 
counseling  from  East  Carolina 
University  and  has  done  further 
study  in  educational  administra- 
tion at  ECU. 

Sandra  Lambert  Britt  has  been 
named  as  Director  of  Gift 
Records  following  the  resignation 
of  Davor  Robbins  Royal.  Ms.  Britt 
was  formerly  employed  as  head 
teller  and  vault  custodian  of  First 
Citizens  Bank  in  Newton  Grove. 
Turn  the  Page 
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She  is  a  graduate  of  Johnston 
Community  College,  where  she 
received  an  associates  degree  in 
accounting. 

HOME  MISSION 
SPRINGFEST  1993 

The  mission  churches  gathered 
together  on  Saturday,  May  22, 
1993,  for  a  time  of  fellowship,  sing- 
ing, food,  and  recreation.  The 
Free  Will  Baptist  Children's 
Home  in  Middlesex,  NC,  was  the 
site  of  our  meeting.  Everyone 
assembled  in  Memorial  Chapel 
Church  on  the  campus  for  the 
opening  devotion  and  singspira- 
tion.  A  special  presentation  of  $100 
was  made  to  Dr.  Taylor  for  the 
Smith  Cottage  Project. 

A  lunch  of  burgers  and  trim- 
mings was  served  picnic  style, 
followed  by  a  time  of  recreation. 

Each  mission  church  or  group 
that  was  present  enjoyed  the  day. 
Approximately  110  were  in  atten- 
dance. Six  mission  churches, 
along  with  youth  and  staff  from 
the  Children's  Home  participated, 
making  the  day  a  success. 
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W.I.N. -IN  ACTION 

"Whatever  Is  Necessary"  is  the 
theme  of  Genesis  Mission.  W.I.N, 
is  an  outreach  program  started  in 
January  1993.  The  emphasis  of  the 
outreach  program  is  communica- 
tion—communicating to  those  in 
church,  as  well  as  to  those  not  yet 
in  church.  It  is  keeping  in  touch 
with  people,  letting  them  know 
that  God  cares  for  them  and  so  do 
we! 

Meeting  weekly,  our  workers 
process  notes  and  letters  of  com- 
munication. Besides  our  written 
communications,  we  make  phone 
calls,  visits,  and  have  in- 
tercessory prayer  for  special 
needs.  We  average  30  contacts  per 
week. 

W.I.N,  is  an  effective  means  to 
reach  out  and  touch  lives  for  a 
lifetime. 


The  guest  speakers  were  (from  left  to  right)  the  Rev.  Fred  Baker,  pastor,  Robert's  Grove;  the 
Rev.  Phillip  Boykin,  pastor,  Lee's  Chapel;  the  Rev.  Billy  Nowell,  pastor,  Saint  Mary's  Grove; 
the  Rev.  Michael  Ledbetter,  pastor,  Shady  Grove;  and  the  Rev.  Charles  Petit,  pastor,  Smyrna. 


TEACHER  TRAINING 
IN  CHARLOTTE 

What  a  distance  to  travel  for 
teacher  training— but  such  an  ex- 
citing and  rewarding  day! 

In  March,  the  Mid-Atlantic 
Christian  Education  Convention 
was  held  at  Calvary  Chapel  in 
Charlotte.  Eight  from  Genesis 
Mission  were  privileged  to  attend 
some  of  the  many  workshops  and 
seminars  held.  Much  information 
was  gained  and  carried  back  for 
use  in  our  Sunday  School. 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  Wanda  Gulley,  Janis  Patterson,  Gene  Boehning,  Anne  Boehning, 
LeAnne  Markuson,  Bobbi  Cox,  Kathy  Markuson,  Tommy  Boehning,  and  Martha  Parsons. 


REVIVAL  MEETING  HELD 
AT  GENESIS 

The  Lord  truly  was  in  our  midst 
during  the  revival  held  at  Genesis 
Mission.  Five  pastors  from  the 
Cape  Fear  Conference  were  the 
speakers. 

The  special  music  was  provided 
nightly  by  the  visiting  pastor's 
church  singers.  Then  a  challeng- 
ing message  was  presented  by  the 
guest  pastor. 

The  Lord  touched  our  hearts 
and  lives  during  this  time  of  hear- 
ing His  Word. 


Pictured  are  (from  left  to  right)  Wanda  Gulley,  Gene  Boehning,  Janis  Patterson,  Martha  Par- 
sons, Hubert  Faucette,  Kathy  Markuson,  Al  Markuson,  and  LeAnne  Markuson. 
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LOVE  ON  THE  CROSS 


"Love  on  the  Cross"  was  the 
theme  for  our  1993  Lenten  Season. 
A  different  symbol  was  used  each 
week,  relating  events  that  hap- 
pened around  the  Crucifixion  of 
Christ.  A  devotional  guide  was 
used  each  week  for  adult  worship 
and  children's  church.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  the  series  culminated 
with  the  topic  "Love  Lives— Jesus 
Is  Alive! " 

CAMP  VANDEMERE 
WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 

The  Woman's  Conference  began 
the  1993  camping  season  in  the 
Silver  Anniversary  Year  of  Camp 
Vandemere.  By  11  a.m.  on  the 
opening  day,  June  14,  campers 
were  settled  in  and  ready  for 
devotions,  led  by  Rena  Kirk, 
former  president  of  Eastern 
District  Woman's  Auxiliary  Con- 
vention. Many  guests  joined  us  for 
lunch  and  the  afternoon  session, 
honoring  women  of  the  past  and 
present  who  have  served  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination. 

While  enjoying  the  cool  breezes 
in  the  pavilion  as  they  wafted 
from  the  shore,  we  laughed  our 
way  through  a  fashion  show  given 
by  Audrey  Quinn  and  members  of 
Wintergreen  Church. 

Our  reminiscences— and  a  good 
history  lesson— began  as  we 
recalled  such  women  as  Anna 
Phillips,  Laura  Belle  Bernard, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye,  Alice  Lupton, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Griffin,  Mrs.  Annie 
Mallard,  Mrs.  Viola  Blizzard,  and 
many  others  who  were  "first"  or 
outstanding  in  their  service.  As 
names  were  called,  those  present 


shared  things  they  knew  about 
them ;  and  we  gained  new  insights 
into  the  dedication  and  service  of 
those  women. 

The  women  present  who  have 
served  greatly  shared  their  own 
stories.  Hilda  Sasser  (state 
treasurer,  26  years);  Sandra 
Jones  (state  secretary,  former 
missionary  to  the  Philippines); 
Deborah  King  (state  missions 
chairman,  former  missionary  to 
the  Philippines);  Hazel  Brown 
(member  of  Children's  Home 
Board,  worked  there  until  1985); 
Clara  Patrick  (state  benevolence 
chairman,  State  Life  Award  reci- 
pient in  1993);  Rebecca  Daven- 
port (member  of  Children's  Home 
Board  for  30  years,  now  member 
emeritus);  and  the  Rev.  Carlee 
Stallard  (pastor  of  House  of 
Prayer  Church  in  Kernersville  for 
more  than  twenty-four  years). 

Mary  Coltrain,  "Miss  Camp 
Vandemere  of  1993,"  was 
recognized  and  the  ladies  were 
reminded  that  she  would  crown 
her  successor  on  Thursday  night. 

Monday  is  traditionally  Woman 
of  the  Year  Day,  and  those 
honored  this  year  included  Hazel 
Smith  (from  Deep  Run,  presented 
by  Regina  Hawkins),  Edna  Moye 
(from    White    Oak  Grove, 


presented  by  Janet  Brown),  Julia 
Ann  Rouse  (from  Wintergreen, 
presented  by  Hazel  Avery),  Lois 
Pringle  (from  Holly  Springs), 
Vickie  Wade  (from  Kinston),  and 
Janie  Sumner,  who  received  a 
Life  Award  from  the  Eastern 
District  WAC. 

Other  guests  joined  us  for  sup- 
per and  the  evening  service.  Peo- 
ple present  who  had  attended  the 
first  Woman's  Conference  in  1971 
were  recognized,  along  with  other 
special  guests.  Dr.  Pepper  Wor- 
thington  explained  Mount  Olive 
College  Press  and  answered  ques- 
tions. She  also  presented  com- 
plimentary books  from  the  Press 
to  those  in  attendance. 

Our  songs  were  instant 
"nostalgia"  as  Annie  Belle  Hines 
led  us  in  "Peace  Like  a  River" 
and  sang  "Look  to  the 
Lighthouse."  Then  Lisa  Caroon, 
who  worked  at  the  Camp  during 
our  first  few  Woman's  Con- 
ferences, talked  about  her  "good 
old  days"  at  the  Camp  and  sang  a 
solo. 

The  evening  message  was 
brought  by  the  Rev.  Carlee 
Stallard.  During  the  fellowship 
time  afterwards,  everyone  en- 
joyed refreshments  prepared  by 
Ralph  and  Janie  Sumner. 
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Tuesday  morning  devotions 
were  led  by  Happy  Taylor,  a  time 
of  praise.  Teresa  Ball,  registrar 
for  Cragmont  Woman's  Con- 
ferences and  the  Central  District 
benevolence  chairman,  led  the 
11  a.m.  Bible  study  on  "A  Woman 
of  Faith,"  the  woman  at  the  well. 
After  lunch,  Audrey  Quinn  and 
her  group  again  kept  us  laughing, 
this  time  at  ourselves,  with  a 
talent  show  which  included  sing- 
ing, readings,  and  clowns. 

Dianne  Riley,  state  Christian 
education  chairman  and  director 
of  admissions  at  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, led  the  afternoon  Bible 
study. 

Other  guests  then  joined  us  for 
supper,  and  the  evening  service 
held  in  the  pavilion.  Jackie 
Flowers  discussed  the  Commu- 
nion Service,  relating  items  and 
customs  to  the  Passover  in  Ex- 
odus, with  visual  aids  about  the 
bread  and  wine.  Afterwards,  her 
husband,  the  Rev.  Frank  Flowers, 
presided  at  the  Communion  Ser- 
vice. 

Wednesday  morning  we  dis- 
covered an  uninvited  guest,  a 
mother  killdeer  with  her  nest  in 
the  middle  of  our  path  to  the 
water,  as  she  began  to  fuss  and 
tell  us  to  get  away.  When  huddled 
up  on  the  nest,  she  was  practically 
invisible;  but  we  still  wondered 
why  no  one  had  seen  her  before, 
because  there  had  been  a  lot  of 
traffic  around  her  home !  In  addi- 
tion to  taking  pictures  of  the 
campers,  our  photographer 
"shot"  her,  too. 

Cathy  Crumpler  and  Rebecca 
Hill  arrived  in  time  for  morning 
devotions  (led  by  Nina  Grace 
Register),  and  they  led  morning 
music  and  Bible  study.  Wednes- 
day was  Children's  Home  Day 
and  included  a  report  concerning 
this  ministry. 

Missions  Day,  Thursday,  in- 
cluded a  talk  by  Sharlene  Howell, 
of  Goldsboro,  on  "Evangelism  in 
the  Local  Church."  We  also  had  a 
report  from  the  mission  field  in 
Bulgaria  prepared  and  sent  by 
Paul  Grubbs.  A  highlight  of  the 
day  was  the  film,  "A  Man  Called 
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Norman,"  which  dealt  with  being 
a  missionary  to  your  neighbor. 

"Miss  Camp  Vandemere  of 
1994"  was  elected  by  secret  ballot, 
and  Kathleen  Hansley  Everett 
(wife  of  the  Rev.  O.  B.  Everett) 
began  her  reign  at  the  Thursday 
evening  service.  For  this  service, 
we  had  a  chalktalk  by  Cathy 
Crumpler,  and  a  candlelight  ser- 
vice. It  was  followed  by  a  recep- 
tion for  "Miss  Camp  Vandemere" 
and  the  Camp  Vandemere  Board 
members. 

Even  though  we're  always  anx- 
ious to  arrive  on  Monday,  we're 
just  as  anxious  to  leave  on  Fri- 


day; so  after  morning  devotions 
and  one  last  excellent  meal,  we 
campers  left  Janie  and  Ralph  to 
do  the  rest  of  their  work  in  peace 
and  quiet. 

If  you've  never  attended  Camp 
Vandemere,  we  urge  you  to  visit 
and  see  the  new  buildings  and 
spend  some  time  beside  the  lovely 
Bay  River. 

Happy  Taylor  and  Cathy 
Crumpler  were  co-directors. 
Other  staff  members  included 
Nina  Grace  Register,  Annie  Belle 
Hines,  Rebecca  Hill,  and  Sharlene 
Howell. 


A  Rally  Cor  Christian 
Youth  and  Their  Leaders 


Sponsored  bylhe  Mount  Olive 
College  Religious  Life  Program 


Featuring: 

Straight  Up,  contemporary  Christian  music  group 
and 

Open  Anns  Youth  Celebration,  an  outreach  of  Sloney  Creek  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 

Saturday,  August  28,  1993 
on  the  Mount  Olive  College  Campus 

Schedule  of  Activities 


Time 

Leaders 

Youth  (12  &  up) 

Youlh  (5-11) 

4.00-4:30 

Registration  and  Welcome  College  Hall  lxibby 

430-5:00 

"Dealing  with  Crisis  Situations" 
Becky  Knott 

Turkeys  and  Eagles" 
Glenn  Mills 

Children's  Activities 
Gale  Aid 

5:00-5:15 

515-545 

BrC3k 

"the  Successful  Youth  Ministry" 
Glenn  Mills 

"Dating  Relationships" 
David  Hines 

Children's  Activities 
Gale  Ard 

6.00-7:00 

Dinner  -  Murphy  Regional  Center 

700-9  00 

Open  Arms  Youth  Celebration  and  Straight  Vp  -  Rodgcrs  Chapel 
(an  offering  will  be  received) 

For  further  information,  contact:  Dr.  K  David  Mines,  Mount  Olive  College, 
634  Henderson  Street.  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  (919)  658  2502 


Clip  and  retun 


I/We  will  he  present  by: 

4.00pm  

600pm  

7:00pm  


Registration  for  Youth  Quake 

Reply,  If  possible,  by  August  23 

and  will  be  bringing  (how  many  each): 

Youlh  Leaders  

Youth  (ages  12  &  up)  

Youth  (ages  5-11)  

Dinner:  $3. 50  per  person 


Name. 


Address  _ 
Church  — 


.City. 


.State- 


Zip_ 


Rcturn  this  form  to:  Mr.  Darren  Davenport,  Box  24fl,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


LET  US  COUNT 
OUR  BLESSINGS  AND 
NOT  OUR  PENNIES 

by  the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

Let  us  pause  and  count  our 
blessings.  There  are  countless 
which  we  can  hardly  imagine  or 
think  of.  To  me,  the  most  impor- 
tant factor  for  receiving  blessings 
from  above  is  the  nearness  we 
maintain  with  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Then  He 
leads  and  guides  us  to  accomplish 
great  things  in  just  a  stroke.  Our 
hearts  overflow  with  joy  that  in  a 
state  of  political  uncertainty, 
economic  instability,  and  social 
unrest,  our  church,  both  in  India 
and  Nepal,  is  on  the  march  with 
obvious  results.  The  success  is  not 
to  our  credit  but  is  a  gift  of  God, 
the  result  of  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  prayers  being  of- 
fered here  and  there  by  believers. 
We  keep  up  the  saying  of  Paul  to 
the  Ephesian  elders  in  Acts  20:24, 
"However,  I  consider  my  life 
worth  nothing  to  me,  if  only  I  may 
finish  the  race  and  complete  the 
task  the  Lord  Jesus  has  given  me, 
the  task  of  testifying  to  the  gospel 
of  God's  grace." 

The  preaching  mission  in  the 
rural  and  urban  areas  led  by  our 
church  throughout  the  year  is 
yielding  good  results.  In  these 
days,  masses  are  disturbed  and 
confused  and  are  pondering  for 
the  good  news  with  future  hope. 
The  preaching  of  the  good  tidings, 
with  the  hope  of  eternity,  is  at- 
tracting people  to  know  about  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  to  accept 
Him  as  their  Saviour.  Thirteen 
men  and  women  were  converted 
and  baptized  in  our  church  on 
April  2,  1993.  There  are  still  more 
under  preparation  and  they  will 
be  brought  into  the  fold  of  our 
Master  in  the  near  future. 

The  Bible  training  program, 
scheduled  for  March  26-31,  1993, 
was  attended  by  47  ministers  and 
deacons  of  our  church,  including 
Nepal.  It  was  of  great  value  to  us 
all.  The  Rev.  H.  B.  Ram,  vice 
principal    of    North  India 
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Theological  Seminary,  and  the 
Rev.  Jodh  Singh,  of  Rajisthan 
Bible  Institute,  were  the  teachers. 
They  fully  equipped  our  people 
with  the  present  day  challenges. 
Many  questions  of  the  par- 
ticipants were  resolved  and  they 
were  strengthened  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  the  millions  in  our  own 
State  and  that  of  others.  Our  peo- 
ple were  thankful  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  such  opportunities  spon- 
sored by  our  Missions  Director, 
the  Rev.  Harold  Jones,  who  has 
always  been  a  boon  to  the  work 
done  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

One  Hindu,  Ajay  Kumar,  was 
hired  by  the  church  congregation 
at  Bareilly  for  making  a  couple  of 
statues.  He  was  not  a  competant 
sculptor,  but  with  the  help  of  some 
of  our  church  workers  got  the 
courage  to  do  the  job.  In  his 
testimony,  he  said  that  as  he 
started  the  statue  of  Moses,  his 
wisdom  suddenly  increased  and 


he  became  conscious  of  how  he 
would  complete  the  job.  When  he 
was  completing  the  last  touch  on 
the  feet  of  the  statue  of  Moses,  he 
fell  asleep  and  was  awakened  by 
the  minister  of  the  church,  feeling 
that  he  was  fainted,  since  he  was 
in  that  state  for  considerable 
hours  of  time.  As  he  got  up,  there 
were  tears  flowing  down  his 
cheek.  He  told  the  minister  that  he 
had  found  his  Lord  and  that  he 
should  be  made  "Christian 
without  any  loss  of  time."  The 
minister  took  his  hand  and  asked 
him  to  do  so  when  his  wife  and 
children  were  willing.  This  man 
continued  coming  to  the  worship 
services  and  persuaded  his  family 
to  become  Christian.  The  time 
came,  after  a  few  months,  that  he 
along  with  his  wife,  were  baptized 
and  the  four  children  were 
dedicated,  turning  the  entire 
family  Free  Will  Baptist. 
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However,  this  did  not  end  the 
matter,  the  news  spread  among 
the  seniors  in  his  family,  with  the 
result  that  his  parents,  three 
sisters,  and  one  brother,  all 
adults,  subsequently  sought  con- 
version and  were  baptized.  They 
are  all  members  of  Bareilly 
Church. 

Our  efforts  of  sweeping 
evangelism  are  always  on  the 
high  side,  being  our  life-breath.  In 
this  era  of  grim  situation  in  every 
sense,  the  task  ceases  to  be  easy. 
We  derive  pleasure  from  working 
for  the  Kingdom  of  God  with  all 
our  might,  without  any  fear  of  life 
and  property.  The  Lord  is  with  us, 
according  to  His  promise,  and  the 
results  are  strengthening  to  our 
souls. 


The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with 
another  school  in  the  country  of 
Nepal,  in  the  same  district  of 
Kailali,  about  50  miles  from 
Dhangarhi,  where  our  first  school 
is  located.  This  school  is  on  the 
National  Highway,  where  the 
road  leads  to  Kathmandu,  the 
capital  of  Nepal.  Mr.  Pream 
Chand  Jha,  holding  B.A.  degrees, 
is  the  man  in  our  contact  who  is  in 
charge  of  this  school  in  the  remote 
jungle  of  Nepal.  The  school  is 
made  of  wood  and  thatches.  It  is  a 
beautiful  natural  spot.  In  his 
testimony,  Pream  Chand  Jha 
smilingly  said  that  having  been  an 
educated  person  all  through  his 
life,  was  greatly  confused  as  to 
which  god  out  of  33  million  gods  he 
should  follow. 


Frustrated  he  opted  to  be  a  Com- 
munist. But  having  heard  about 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  mind 
has  been  changed  and  he  wants  to 
accept  Him  as  his  one  Lord  and 
Saviour,  after  studying  the 
gospel.  A  training  camp  is  being 
organized  at  Bareilly  for  such 
people  to  be  taught.  This  will  help 
to  resolve  their  questions. 

We  were  facing  a  hard  time 
finding  laborers  for  His  vineyard, 
which  seemed  so  difficult,  that  it 
which  seemed  so  difficult,  that  it 
posed  the  greatest  challenge  in 
these  past  years.  But  the  Lord 
heard  our  prayers  and  sent  five 
young  men  to  work  with  us  at  dif- 
ferent places.  David  is  working 
for  us  in  the  suburb  of  the  District 
of  Bareilly;  Santosh  Kumar  has 
prepared  a  new  mission  field  in 
the  rural  area  of  Pallia  on  way  to 
Nepal;  Dinesh  Kumar  Wilson  will 
start  our  church  work  in  our  adja- 
cent state  of  Bihar,  where  the  late 
Miss  Laura  Barnard  had  served 
the  Lord;  Victor  John  is  already 
working  with  us  as  Deacon  at 
Vasundra,  District  Etah  between 
Bareilly  and  Agra;  and  Hernial 
hails  from  the  country  of  Bhutan 
and  is  a  teacher  of  English  in  our 
school  at  Dhangarhi,  Neapl.  He  is 
an  English-speaking  young  man. 

There  was  a  long  pending  need 
of  settling  down  the  pastors  in  the 
church  campus  so  that  they  may 
be  easily  available  at  the  church 
at  Bareilly.  Our  prayers  on  this 
score  have  been  richly  answered 
and  we  have  recently  undertaken 
construction  of  a  two-room  ac- 
commodation for  Pastor  William 
Samuel,  in  the  size  of  18'  x  15', 
which  will  suffice. 

Deacon  Rajeesh  Massey  was 
needing  a  bicycle  for  his  ministry 
in  the  Pant-Nagar  Agricultural 
University,  Distt.  Nainital,  which 
has  been  provided  for  him  locally. 
Rajeesh  is  doing  a  good  work 
among  the  teachers  and  pro- 
fessors of  the  University;  some  of 
them  are  members  of  our  church. 
This  is  the  biggest  agricultural 
university  in  Southern  Asia,  built 
with  American  assistance. 
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YOUTH  SUMMER  CAMP 
IN  THE  PHILIPPINES 

by  Pastor  Nerie  Peralta 


Once  again,  we  experienced  the 
unchanging  marvelous  works  of 
God  as  we  celebrated  the  Youth 
Summer  Camp  April  19-24,  1993, 
at  Malatgao,  Narra,  Palawan, 
Philippines.  It  was  attended  by 
more  than  seventy  registered  par- 
ticipants. Also,  we  enjoyed  the  un- 
conditional, personal,  and  moral 
support  of  some  workers  from  the 
Central  and  South  District.  We 
feel  sorrow  because  the  North 
District  did  not  participate 
because  of  financial  difficulties. 

Our  theme  was  "Growing  in 
Christ."  We  had  three  lecturers 
who  spoke  on  different  topics.  The 
Rev.  Fidel  Presto  discussed  the 
topic  of  "Relationships" ;  the  Rev. 
Leonardo  Briones,  "Commit- 
ments"; and  Mrs.  Rosana 
Briones  discussed  the  topic  of 
"Love,  Courtship,  and  Mar- 
riage." The  young  people  were 
very  interested,  especially  in  the 
topic  of  love.  I  really  believe  that 
these  topics  are  very  important  to 
the  lives  of  the  young  people,  for 
them  to  know  the  biblical  prin- 
ciples in  terms  of  love,  courtship, 
and  marriage. 

Our  last  night,  Friday,  was  our 
consecration  night,  and  Pastor 
Elmer  Garcellano  was  our 
speaker.  God  used  him  to 
challenge  every  young  person  to 
consecrate  his  life  to  the  Lord. 
Many  young  people  committed 
their  lives  and  some  were  weep- 
ing. 

Brethren,  please  support  us  in 
prayer  so  that  the  Lord  can  use 
every  young  person  in  His 
vineyard. 


BIBLE  STUDY 

by  the  Rev.  Dario  S.  Basingil 


On  March  25,  1993,  the  TEE  students,  together  with  the  Mission 
Director,  the  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong,  and  the  Assistant  Director,  the  Rev. 
Dario  S.  Basingil,  conducted  Bible  Study  in  Sitio  Ginuyuran,  Baranggay 
Calawag  Taytay  Palawan.  It  was  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de 
Jesus  and  their  family.  Their  home  is  almost  one  hour  away  if  travelled 
by  pumpboat  from  Baranggay  Calawag  Taytay  Palawan. 

This  family  opened  their  heart  and  were  hospitable,  kind,  and 
friendly.  The  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong  gave  the  message  from  Matthew 
10:17-31.  He  emphasized  that  even  the  richest  man  needs  salvation  and 
eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ. 


PATMOS  F.W.B.  CHURCH  SITE 

by  Susan  Basingil 


In  1992,  the  Mission  opened  to  work  on  spreading  the  good  news  in 
Icadambanua  Taytay,  Palawan.  It  is  an  island.  It  is  two  hours  travel  by 
boat  from  the  mainland  of  Palawan. 

Deacon  Juanito  Dulce  is  one  of  the  T.E.E.  students.  He  is  in  charge 
of  pastoring  the  local  church.  He  was  voluntarily  working  without  finan- 
cial support  from  the  Missions  Department. 

This  is  the  site  of  the  church  building.  He  used  a  small  boat  and 
paddles  to  reach  the  island.  They  have  named  the  church  the  "Patmos 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church"  Icadambanua  Taytay,  Palawan. 

We  pray  that  God  will  bless  and  continue  to  use  him  in  spreading  the 
good  news. 
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"CHRISTMAS  LIMITED  EDITION" 

December  2-5,  1993 


OPTION  1              Total  Cost  $200 

Biltmore  House  ticket  $25 

Tour  Deposit  $75 

Total  Deposit  Due  by  September  25,  1993  $100 

Balance  due  by  November  10, 1993  $100 

OPTION  2              Total  Cost  $175 

Tour  Deposit  $75 

Balance  due  by  November  10, 1993  $100 


Christmas  Limited  Edition,  December  2-5,  1993,  includes  three  nights  at  Cragmont,  two  days  travel- 
ing to  and  from  Cragmont,  and  two  days  touring.  The  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  meals  served  at 
Cragmont,  and  tickets  for  special  events.  The  price  EXCLUDES  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of 
meals  away  from  Cragmont  (unless  otherwise  designated). 

This  year  we  are  offering  two  options.  In  addition  to  the  other  tour  plan,  OPTION  1  includes  a 
"Candlelight"  tour  and  "Behind  the  Scenes"  tour  of  the  Biltmore  House.  There  is  a  cost  of  $25  for  the 
Biltmore  House  portion  of  our  package,  making  OPTION  1  cost  $200.  A  $100  deposit  is  due  by  September 
25,  1993.  Reservations  for  OPTION  1  cannot  be  taken  after  this  date  because  we  are  required  to  buy  the 
Biltmore  House  tickets  60  days  prior  to  the  tour. 

Option  2  of  our  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  which  costs  $175,  does  not  include  the  Biltmore  House 
tickets,  but  is  not  restricted  to  the  September  25  deadline.  To  register,  a  $75  deposit  needs  to  be  paid  With 
your  registration  form. 

Deposits  are  non-refundable  unless  there  are  not  enough  participants  to  do  the  tour.  In  that  event, 
deposits  will  be  refunded  promptly. 

If  you  wish,  you  may  make  payments  over  the  next  several  months.  Please  remember  the  final  pay- 
ment is  due  November  10,  1993. 

Before  November  10,  1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  are  refundable. 

After  November  10, 1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  may  be  refunded  except  for  $35  we  will  have 
already  paid  for  the  riverboat  dinner  cruise. 

Although  at  this  time  we  cannot  guarantee  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  bus  stops  everywhere  re- 
quested, please  list  on  the  reservation  form  your  preferred  place  to  board  the  bus. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  us  at  (704)  669-7677  between  8:30  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 


BILTMORE  HOUSE 

CANDLELIGHT/BEHIND-THE-SCENES 


During  the  holidays,  the  "candlelight"  evenings  reflect  the  beauty  of  this 
joyous  season.  Hundreds  of  luminaries  light  the  roadway  in  front  of  the 
Biltmore  House,  while  inside,  live  music,  crackling  fireplaces,  and 
hundreds  of  candles  cast  a  warm  glow. 


Behind-the-scenes  guided  tour  offers  the  opportunity  to  see  preservation  work  in  progress  in  sections  of 
the  House  never  before  opened  to  the  public. 
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STAR  OF  KNOXVILLE  CRUISE 


Enjoy  fun  and  festive  entertainment  cruise  with  fine 
food  and  live  music  on  the  Star  of  Knoxville.  We  will 
cruise  on  this  elegant  riverboat  down  the  Knoxville 
River. 


The  enclosed  deck  areas  (where  we  will  be)  are  smoke-free,  while  smoking  is  permitted  in  outer  deck 
areas.  The  enclosed  areas  are  climate-controlled  assuring  you  of  comfort  in  any  weather. 

LAMBURTH  INN 


Lamburth  Inn,  which  is  on  the  National  Historic  Record,  is  celebrating  its  eighth  anniversary  of  Christmas 
at  the  Inn. 

The  celebration  shows  off  the  Inn  and  the  Christmas  themes  that  decorate  it.  Aglow  with  thousands  of 
candles  and  twinkling  lights,  the  Inn  will  feature  more  than  two  dozen  trees  decorated  with  many 
homemade  articles. 

The  buffet,  which  we  will  be  enjoying,  offers  three  entrees  and  a  variety  of  other  items.  A  candy  shoppe 
and  fresh-baked  breads,  along  with  other  goodies,  will  be  available  for  sale. 


Mail  to  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC 
28711. 


NAME:   

ADDRESS:   

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP: 

PHONE:  Day  Night  

CHURCH:  :  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


Do  you  have  a  health  condition  we  need  to  be  aware  of  such  as: 

Heart  condition   Diabetes 

Hypoglycemia   

Any  other  condition   

Tour  Deposit  $75  


Trouble  with  stairs 


Biltmore  House  Deposit  $25 
Preferred  bus  stop  


Helving  Churches  Grow... 


Gabriel  Church  Services 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 
New /Used  Pews  -  Steeples  -  Windows  -  Cushions  -  Robes  -  Baptistry  -  Pulpits 


Complete  Upholstery  Services 


We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  -  Mill  Prices! 
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THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  WOMAN'S 
CONFERENCE  AT  CAMP  VANDEMERE 

Dr.  Pepper  Worth ington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 


I  found  myself  driving  into  unknown  territory  on 
June  14  as  I  headed  towards  Camp  Vandemere  to 
celebrate  with  my  colleague,  Happy  Taylor,  the 
Free  Will  Baptist  Woman's  Conference. 

After  I  crossed  the  New  Bern  bridge  that  leisure- 
ly stretched  across  the  smooth  Neuse  River,  I  found 
myself  leaving  Craven  County.  In  a  quiet  space  of 
late  afternoon  shadows,  I  quickly  entered  Pamlico 
County  and  felt  I  had  been  dropped  back  into  history. 

Passing  the  small  towns,  Olympia,  Grantsboro, 
Alliance,  Bayboro,  and  Maribel,  I  suddenly  found 
myself  at  Vandemere,  the  site  of  the  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist camp. 

Several  camp  houses  stretched  across  the  open 
space  that  faced  the  Bay  River.  Warmth  permeated 
the  place  like  love,  giving  the  rustic  grounds  a  co- 
lonial flavor,  one  John  Winthrop  might  have  ap- 
preciated when  he  stressed  unity  for  survival. 

Nina  Grace  Register,  of  Kinston,  greeted  me 
and  told  me  about  the  two  o'clock  program  where  six 
Free  Will  Baptist  women  were  honored  as  "Women 
of  the  Year."  These  women  were  ones  who  con- 
tributed to  the  denomination,  who  demonstrated 
leadership  and  love.  Nina  Register  listed  the 
honored  women:  Janie  Sumner  of  the  Eastern 
District;  Hazel  Smith  from  the  Deep  Run  Church; 
Vicki  Wade  from  First  Church,  in  Kinston;  Edna 
Moye  from  the  White  Oak  Grove  Church  outside 
La  Grange ;  Julia  Ann  Rouse  from  Wintergreen ;  and 
Lois  Pringle  of  Holly  Springs  in  Newport. 

OTHER  HONORED  WOMEN 

Honored  during  Woman's  Conference  was  Mary 
Coltrain  of  the  White  Oak  Grove  Church.  She  re- 
ceived the  title  "Miss  Camp  Vandemere"  as  she 
held  her  flowers  and  felt  the  wind  from  Bay  River 
warm  the  afternoon. 

Honored  also  were  two  missionaries:  Sandra 
Jones  and  Deborah  King,  both  former  missionaries 
to  the  Philippines. 

All  the  honored  women  received  a  complimen- 
tary book  from  the  Mount  Olive  College  Press.  Hap- 
py Taylor,  circulation  manager  of  the  MOC  Press, 
brought  80  books  from  the  MOC  Press  so  that  the 
participants  and  ones  honored  at  the  Camp 
Vandemere  Woman's  Conference  could  leave  with  a 
prized  book  in  hand. 

The  outreach  of  Mount  Olive  College  to  its  found- 
ing denomination  is  of  significant  importance  to  the 
vision  of  the  MOC  Press.  None  of  the  contributions 
made  to  Mount  Olive  College  go  to  the  MOC  Press, 
because  all  funding  for  publications  is  raised  by  the 
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editor/ director  of  the  MOC  Press.  The  books  given  to 
participants  and  honored  women  reflect  the  educa- 
tional outreach  of  Mount  Olive  College,  and  the  in- 
dependent fundraising  and  gift  support  initiated  by 
the  editor  of  the  MOC  Press.  The  MOC  Press  exists 
to  enhance  the  educational  potential  of  the  College 
and  the  denomination,  and  to  provide  a  means  of  giv- 
ing books  to  the  denominational  members  who  con- 
tribute to  the  denomination  as  well  as  to  the  College. 

HAPPY  TAYLOR'S  WELCOME 

Happy  Taylor  addressed  the  women  and  men  at 
the  evening  service.  "We  celebrate  our  Silver  An- 
niversary today,"  she  explained.  "Today  we  have 
had  more  people  than  ever  at  the  Woman's  Con- 
ference. This  is  our  day  to  acknowledge  the  wonder- 
ful service  of  women  in  our  denomination.  This 
afternoon  we  remembered  many  who  have  been 
pioneers  in  our  Auxiliary  work.  People  talked  about 
some  who  have  died  but  whom  they  remembered," 
she  said. 

"I  think  it  was  in  1971  that  our  Woman's  Con- 
ference began.  We  had  seven  to  register  then,  but  we 
invited  people  in  the  community  so  that  the  evening 
service  had  plenty.  That  night  it  was  thundering  and 
lightning,  but  the  seven  who  registered  to  spend  the 
night  stayed,"  she  said  with  a  laugh. 

Mrs.  Taylor  stressed  the  theme— Send  Out  Thy 
Troops — and  then  invited  Lisa  Caroon  to  sing.  With 
poise  and  warmth,  dark-haired  Ms.  Caroon  came 
forward.  She  sang  a  haunting  song,  "Who  Will  Be 
Jesus?"  As  she  sang,  her  words  mesmerized  the 
group.  Her  lyrics  asked,  "When  people  look  at  us,  do 
they  see  Jesus  there?  Who  will  be  Jesus  to  them? 
Will  you  be  Jesus  to  them?" 

ANNIE  BELLE  HINES 

Annie  Belle  Hines  came  to  the  pulpit  to  lead  the 
hymn  singing.  Everybody  seemed  ready  to  sing, 
especially  Annie  Belle  Hines.  With  energy,  she  led 
the  group  through  "Let  the  Lower  Lights  Be  Burn- 
ing" and  "Peace  Like  a  River."  Ms.  Hines  sang  with 
fervor,  her  voice  a  reminder  of  the  essence  of  faith. 
In  unison  all  sang,  "I've  got  peace  like  a  river  in 
my  soul  .  .  .  I've  got  love  like  a  river  in  my  soul  .  .  . 
I've  got  joy  like  a  river  in  my  soul." 

I  wanted  to  sing  the  hymn  again,  but  it  was  time 
for  the  program  to  shift  to  a  solo.  Ms.  Hines  sang, 
"Look  to  the  Lighthouse."  Her  voice  vibrated  when 
she  sang  of  the  lighthouse  that  shines  o'er  the  sea, 
because  the  lighthouse  is  God's  lighthouse  of  love. 
"Look  to  the  lighthouse  that  gleams  through  the 
night,"  she  sang. 
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THE  REV.  CARLE E  STALLARD 

The  Rev.  Carlee  Stallard  came  forward  to  give 
the  evening  sermon.  On  September  14,  1970,  she  was 
ordained  and  has  served  as  pastor  of  House  of 
Prayer  Church  in  Forsythe  County  for  23  years. 

"I  was  saved  in  1948,"  she  began.  "I  wouldn't 
trade  my  experience  with  the  Lord  for  anything.  I've 
never  regretted  my  experience.  God  is  real,"  she 
declared  as  she  looked  at  each  of  us,  stirring  up  the 
light  in  the  room  and  in  us. 

"God  is  a  very  present  help  in  a  time  of  need," 
she  said.  "God  is  a  shelter  in  a  time  of  storms.  But 
what  we  must  do  to  experience  God  is  to  become  obe- 
dient. My  message  to  you  will  be  on  obedience.  Send 
out  thy  light  and  truth.  Let  light  shine  out  from  you. 
For  that  light  to  shine,  we  have  to  walk  in  obedience. 
We  have  to  walk  in  obedience  to  be  Jesus  to 
somebody." 

Mrs.  Stallard  stressed  the  necessity  of  obe- 
dience as  she  recounted  the  story  of  Adam's  disobe- 
dience, Abraham's  obedience,  Saul's  disobedience, 
and  Moses'  obedience,  as  well  as  Nicodemus'  need  to 
be  born  again. 

"When  we  obey  God,  His  blessings  come  to  us," 
said  Mrs.  Stallard.  "Better  to  obey  than  to  sacrifice. 
"Remember,"  she  added,  "Jesus  came  to  us  and  He 
was  obedient  unto  death.  He  asked  God  if  there  could 


be  some  way  to  let  this  cup  pass,  but  Jesus  was  obe- 
dient." 

With  a  fiery  passion,  Mrs.  Stallard  reminded  all 
present,  "To  experience  the  great  I  AM,  the  great 
all-powerful  experience  of  God,  we  must  be  obe- 
dient. We  may  be  reconciled  back  to  God  through  the 
obedience  of  Jesus  on  the  Cross.  When  we  obey  God, 
there  is  a  blessing.  And  there  is  a  way  to  practice 
obedience:  through  prayer,  through  seeking  God, 
through  calling  on  His  name.  Jesus  found  it 
necessary  to  pray.  Do  you  and  I  not  find  it  necessary 
to  seek  God  and  to  know  His  will?  Can  we  be  Jesus  to 
somebody?  Do  you  feel  you'd  like  to  walk  closer  to 
the  Lord  tonight  and  be  in  greater  obedience?  Do 
you  want  to  feel  the  great  I  AM  movement  of  the 
Lord  in  your  experience?" 

As  we  all  bowed  our  heads  and  prayed,  I  felt  the 
joy  of  Christian  fellowship  with  these  women  and 
men.  With  the  Bay  River  in  the  background,  the 
summer  wind  across  the  grounds,  the  rustic  room  of 
the  camp  fellowship  hall,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people  present,  I  let  go  of  my  pen  to  feel  the  power  of 
silence  in  a  night  of  celebration. 

The  great  I  AM  could  never  be  captured  through 
language,  but  the  still  soft  voice  of  humanity 
reminded  me  of  what  gives  language  its  value  in  the 
first  place:  the  WORD  becoming  FLESH. 


CAMP  VANDEMERE 


Twilight  dropped  over  the  flatlands 
as  if  to  remind  the  eye 
of  night  ahead, 

as  the  Neuse  River  moved  in  currents 
of  Nature; 

man's  control  an  illusion. 

Ahead  lay  Pamlico  County 
where  Camp  Vandemere  housed 
souls, 

celebrating  women  across  the  state 
who  served  their  church  faithfully, 
as  if  to  proclaim  in  their  space 
of  time 

that  Free  Will  Baptists  were  loyal  troops 
following  the  light 
of  God's  lighthouse: 
darkness  but  an  illusion. 

Cedar  trees,  wrecked  cars,  convenient  stores 
lined  Highway  58 
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as  if  to  remind  us  what  rural  meant: 
the  skyscraper  missing 
in  a  landscape  of  sky: 
technology's  power  an  illusion. 

At  Camp  Vandemere  the  women  clapped, 

sang,  celebrated,  cried, 

showed  their  faces  to  one  another 

as  if  to  rejoice 

in  seeing: 

nonbeing  but  an  illusion 
for  this  moment. 

Bay  River  lined  the  camp 

as  if  to  draw  a  horizon, 

reminding  participants 

of  the  need  for  retreats, 

for  the  silence  of  space 

where  wild  daisies,  yuccas,  cedar  trees 

echo  Nature's  place  in  the  scheme  of  things: 

forever  but  an  illusion. 

Pepper  Worthington 
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BATTLING  APATHY 


Jay  Kesler 


Teenagers  care  only  about  themselves.  They 
complain  that  youth  meetings  are  boring;  they 
claim  they  don't  have  time  to  read  the  Bible;  they 
refuse  to  show  up  because  their  friends  won't  be 
there.  They're  superficial,  unconcerned,  and 
apathetic  about  church,  youth  group,  their  relation- 
ships with  God,  and  the  world  at  large. 

You've  heard  similar  complaints  about  today's 
teenagers.  You  may  even  have  voiced  a  few 
yourself.  You're  not  alone.  In  any  analysis  of  the 
current  youth  culture  the  word  apathy  appears  near 
the  top  of  the  list. 

What's  causing  this  epidemic  of  apathy? 

Due  to  instant  communications  and  a  shrinking 
globe,  today's  young  people  are  not  apathetic  out  of 
ignorance.  In  fact,  many  do  care  deeply  about  the 
world,  their  families,  and  vital  issues  of  life  and 
death,  right  and  wrong.  But  unlike  youth  of  former 
generations,  they  feel  they  don't  matter.  Young  peo- 
ple suffer  from  an  identity  crisis,  a  feeling  of 
smallness  in  the  midst  of  overwhelming  changes. 

In  the  past,  parents  and  grandparents  of  our 
young  people  dealt  with  issues  that  hit  close  to  home. 
They  had  to  help  support  the  family  or  care  for 
younger  siblings  and  older  relatives.  Their  contribu- 
tions were  concrete.  But  today's  issues  are  often 
systemic,  global,  and  catastrophic.  Teenagers  feel 
powerless,  and  the  only  way  they  feel  they  can  cope 
is  to  withdraw. 

The  situation  has  been  echoed  in  the  church.  In 
the  past,  young  people  were  part  of  the  church  body; 
there  were  no  separate  youth  groups  or  youth 
ministries.  Today  the  church  may  unwittingly  con- 


tribute to  teenagers'  apathy.  When  the  "adults"  run 
the  programs,  young  people  are  left  on  the 
sidelines— relegated  to  their  own  group  of  peers. 
Often  ministry  is  done  to  them  instead  of  with  them. 

There  is  only  one  truth  in  this  universe  that  can 
ultimately  rescue  modern  man  from  the  identity 
crisis.  That  is  the  fact  that  the  God  who  created  the 
universe  is  actually  concerned  for  each  of  us  as  in- 
dividuals. He  came  to  save  us  from  our  aloneness 
and  insignificance  so  we  can  join  Him  in  His  plans  to 
redeem  this  fallen  and  desperate  world. 

As  teachers  and  youth  workers  we  are  faced 
with  the  challenge  of  communicating  this  central 
gospel  truth  which,  when  understood  and  ap- 
preciated by  a  young  person,  is  absolutely  life- 
transforming.  We  are  faced  with  the  task  of  helping 
them  to  take  on  the  challenges  of  their  world  in  ap- 
propriate bite-sized  pieces. 

Ultimately,  apathetic  youth  must  be  allowed  to 
make  a  difference.  Churches  that  sponsor  mission 
trips,  do  group  clean-up  and  building  projects,  take 
food  to  the  hungry,  assist  the  poor,  expose  youth  to 
diversity,  plan  stress  camps,  employ  simulation 
games,  case  studies,  and  creative  programs  beyond 
classroom  teaching  are  making  a  significant  impact 
on  young  lives  caught  up  in  this  tragic  loss  of  self- 
esteem.  The  gospel  is  the  key  to  the  turnaround. 

This  article  is  offered  by  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.,  850  North 
Grove  Avenue,  Elgin,  IL  60120.  Excerpted  from  Battling  Apathy 
(David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.)  by  Jay  Kesler  and  Ben  Sharpton.  Jay 
Kesler  is  president  of  Taylor  University  in  Upland,  Indiana.  He  has 
worked  with  youth  for  more  than  30  years,  much  of  that  time  as 
president  of  Youth  for  Christ. 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

LETTERS  SENT  TO  CHURCH  TREASURERS 

During  the  latter  part  of  June,  letters  were 
mailed  to  the  treasurers  of  all  churches  belonging  to 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  con- 
cerning the  support  of  the  Convention's  promotional 
work,  and  more  specifically  the  additional  support 
that  will  be  necessary  to  operate  this  office  on  a  full- 
time  basis.  In  the  recent  issues  of  "Notes  and 
Quotes,"  I  have  discussed  this  most  important 
matter.  In  the  June  issue,  the  letter  that  was  sent  to 
the  pastors  and  written  by  the  Rev.  Scott  Sowers, 
president  of  the  Convention,  was  printed  in  its  en- 
tirety. 

The  letter  to  the  treasurers  was  also  prepared 
by  Brother  Sowers.  It  reads  as  follows: 
"Dear  (name  of  church)  Treasurer: 

"The  enclosed  sheet  (note:  a  separate  information 
sheet  which  summarized  the  letter  sent  to  the  pastors  was 
included)  explains  the  growth  plans  for  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  All  pastors  have  received  infor- 
mation regarding  our  plans  and  challenge  to  the  churches. 

"We  believe  that  your  church  will  want  to  be  a  part  of 
our  growth.  Your  annual  challenge  is  (amount).  The 
amount  requested  from  each  church  is  based  on  the  ac- 
tive membership  as  reflected  in  your  reported  average 
morning  worship  attendance. 

"We  encourage  you  to  present  the  challenge  to  your 
church  if  it  has  not  already  been  adopted.  We  request  that 
each  church  place  it  in  her  budget,  or  adopt  a  plan  to  meet 
the  challenge  on  an  annual  basis. 

"You  will  find  a  response  form  below  to  use  in  re- 
porting your  plans  to  the  Convention.  We  would  ap- 
preciate your  returning  the  form  at  your  earliest  conve- 
nience. 

"Thank  you  for  all  you  do  for  your  church  and  our 
Convention. 

"In  His  service, 

"Scott  Sowers,  President." 

RESPONSE  FORM 
Church   

Challenge  

Amount  Budgeted  or  Designated:  

Method  of  contributing:  Annually  Quarterly 

 Monthly 

Month  budget  planned:   

Person  making  report:   

Office:   

As  is  the  case  with  most  mailings,  a  few  came 
back  because  of  address  changes.  In  such  cases,  I 
endeavored  to  determine  the  correct  addresses  and 
\  the  letter  was  sent  the  second  time.  A  few  of  these 
!  will  probably  come  back  also.   If  any  church 
treasurer  did  not  receive  the  letter,  please  let  me 
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know.  -It  is  important  that  each  church  keep  our  of- 
fice informed  about  church  officer's  change  of  ad- 
dress. 

At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  "Notes  and 
Quotes,"  a  few  of  the  responses  have  begun  to  come 
in.  We  realize  that  the  timing  of  the  letters  was  not  in 
schedule  with  the  formulation  of  church  budgets; 
thus,  some  responses  are  indicative  of  that.  As 
stated  in  both  letters,  however,  it  is  the  hope  that 
each  church  will  take  some  specific  steps  to  increase 
its  contributions  to  reflect  the  challenge. 

THE  MINISTERS'  CONFERENCE 

As  always,  the  trip  to  Cragmont  to  attend  the  an- 
nual Ministers'  Conference  June  14-17,  1993,  proved 
to  be  a  wonderful  experience.  The  services  were  a 
blessing  and  the  fellowship  among  the  brethren  was 
also  a  blessing. 

During  the  business  session  on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley,  recording  secretary  of  the 
Convention,  reported  on  the  decision  to  advance  this 
office  to  full-time.  The  response  was  positive  and 
after  his  comments  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
Ministers'  Conference  endorse  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee's decision,  and  a  rising  vote  of  support  and 
prayer  for  me  and  the  program  were  given. 
Needless  to  say,  I  am  deeply  appreciative  for  this 
response. 

(In  last  month's  "Notes  and  Quotes,"  I  stated 
that  I  would  discuss  the  specifics  concerning  our 
work  as  it  becomes  full-time.  We  will  do  so  later, 
since  the  work  of  the  Convention  officers  is  not  yet 
finalized  concerning  the  matter. ) 


AUGUST  IS 
CONVENTION  PROMOTION  MONTH 
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Our  Convention's  Five-Year  Theme 
HEAR  THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD 

1993-94  Theme:  HEAR  THE  WORD  OF  THE  LORD 
CONCERNING  CHRISTIAN  STEWARDSHIP 

IS  YOUR  CHURCH  MEETING  THE  CHALLENGE? 

Convention  Dates:  September  14-16,  1993 
Place:  Mount  Olive  College 


CHARMS 


by  Mary  Dudley 

The  article  this  month  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  Starting  a  Sunday 
School  Council  by  Bass  Mitchell. 
In  July,  the  discussion  concerned 
why  start  a  Sunday  School  council 
and  who  should  compose  the  coun- 
cil. This  month's  concerns  will  be 
the  responsibilities  of  the  council 
members  as  well  as  kinds  of  train- 
ing necessary. 

WHAT? 

What  are  the  responsibilities  of 
a  Sunday  School  council? 

Answering  this  question  is  a 
crucial  step.  The  failure  to  take 
this  step  is  one  reason  why  many 
already  established  Sunday 
School  councils  are  ineffective. 
They  really  do  not  know  what  they 
are  supposed  to  do!  If  this  is  the 
case  with  your  Sunday  School 
council,  then  the  next  meeting(s) 
should  be  devoted  to  determining 
your  tasks. 

The  following  are  some  pro- 
posed responsibilities  for  the  Sun- 
day School  council: 

1.  To  oversee  the  total 
Sunday  School  pro- 
gram. 

2.  To  discover  and  ad- 
dress the  needs  and 
problems  of  the 
Sunday  School. 

3.  To  draft  a  statement 
of  the  purpose  and  ob- 
jectives of  the  Sunday 
School. 

4.  To  determine  policies 
and  set  goals  for  the 
Sunday  School. 

5.  To  promote  and  pub- 
licize the  Sunday 
School  to  the  whole 
church. 
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6.  To  make  a  quarterly 
report  to  the  church 
on  the  Sunday  School 
program,  especially 
its  progress  and  needs. 

7.  To  plan  the  budget  of 
the  Sunday  School 
which  is  to  be  recom- 
mended to  the  church. 

8.  To  provide  adequate 
supplies  and  equip- 
ment to  all  Sunday 
School  workers. 

9.  To  see  to  it  that 
adequate  space  is  pro- 
vided for  each  class. 

10.  To  set  up  new  classes 
as  needed. 

11.  To  recommend  curri- 
culum materials. 

12.  To  act  as  a  nominating 
committee  for  the 
selection  of  Sunday 
School  officers  and 
teachers. 

13.  To  maintain  a  coopera- 
tive relationship  with 
the  home. 

14.  To  maintain  a  coopera- 
tive relationship  with 
Sunday  School  inter- 
ests and  agencies  in 
the  denomination. 

15.  To  keep  informed 
about  what  is  going  on 
in  Sunday  School  work. 

16.  To  study  your  task  and 
grow  in  your  ability  to 
function  effectively. 

17.  To  plan  and  direct  the 
Sunday  School  out- 
reach program. 

18.  To  make  a  periodic 
evaluation  of  the 
Sunday  School  in  light 
of  stated  objectives. 

19.  To  provide  training, 
supervision,  and  sup- 
port for  all  Sunday 
School  officers  and 
teachers. 

20.  The  primary  objective 
of  the  Sunday  School 
council  is  to  promote 
the  overall  growth  and 
improvement  of  the 
Sunday  School. 


Examine  each  of  these  in  detail. 
Adapt  them  to  your  Sunday 
School.  Add  new  ones.  Drop  the 
ones  which  do  not  apply.  Make 
these  your  own. 

HOW? 

How  can  the  council  become 
equipped  to  carry  out  these 
responsibilitie  s  ? 

It  is  vital  that  the  council 
members  learn  all  they  can  about 
the  work  of  the  Sunday  School. 
This  is  a  constant  need.  It  should 
have  a  high  priority,  especially  at 
the  beginning. 

I  recommend  that  the  council 
members  read  and  discuss  a  book 
on  Sunday  School  work.  This 
should  be  done  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble. Time  could  be  taken  each 
council  meeting  for  this. 

There  are  many  good  books 
written  on  the  subject.  Some  are 
especially  written  for  such  coun- 
cils. I  recommend  the  following: 

New  Life  in  Your  Sunday  School, 

by  Iris  Cully 
Basic  Sunday  School  Work,  by 

Harry  Piland 
Building   an   Effective  Church 

School,  by  Kenneth  Blazier 
A   Growing  Church  School,  by 

Kenneth  Blazier 

There  are  many  other  excellent 
books,  magazines,  films, 
filmstrips,  and  other  resources 
available.  Feel  free  to  call  or 
write  me  for  more  resources. 

AUGUST  ACTIVITIES 

Fishing:  1.  The  teacher  cuts 
corregated  paper  to  resemble  a 
pond  or  makes  a  pond  from  any 
container  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate large  paper  fish.  2.  Many 
fish  shapes  are  cut  from  construc- 
tion paper,  and  a  paper  clip  is 
placed  on  the  nose  of  the  fish.  3. 
The  teacher  then  writes  words  on 
the  fish,  and  the  fish  are  placed 
word  down  in  the  pond.  4.  The 
child  uses  a  fishing  pole,  with  a 
magnet  at  the  end  of  the  pole,  and 
fishes  for  the  construction  paper 
fish.  5.  The  child  must  then  read 
the  word  on  the  fish  that  he  or  she 
catches.  6.  For  every  word  read 
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correctly,  the  child  keeps  the  fish. 
7.  Each  child  gets  a  turn  to  fish.  8. 
The  child  who  reads  the  most 
words  correctly  wins  the  game. 

Concentration :  1.  Make 
duplicate  sets  of  words  or  Scrip- 
tures on  cards.  2.  All  the  cards  are 
placed  face  down  on  the  floor  or 
on  a  large  table  in  neat  rows. 

□  □  □  □ 

□  □  □  □ 

3.  Each  child,  in  turn,  flips  over 
two  cards  and  tries  to  match 
them.  4.  If  the  child  doesn't  make 
a  match,  the  cards  are  returned 
face  down.  5.  If  a  match  can  be 
made,  the  player  keeps  those  two 
cards  and  continues  to  draw  two 
more  cards.  A  player  can  con- 
tinue to  draw  as  long  as  matches 
are  made.  6.  The  game  is  over 
when  all  cards  have  been 
matched,  and  the  child  with  the 
most  matches  is  the  winner. 

AUGUST  BULLETIN  BOARD 


JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


Shine  Upon 
Your  Life 


Compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

BIBLES  AND 
THE  BLACKMARKET 

Due  to  the  acute  shortage  of 
Bibles  in  Vietnam,  a  flourishing 
blackmarket  in  Vietnamese, 
Chinese,  and  English  Bibles  has 
emerged  on  the  streets  of  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City.  According  to  local 
sources,  a  complete  Bible  in  good 
condition  currently  carries  a 
price  tag  of  up  to  105,000  Dong 
($10),  equivalent  to  two  weeks' 
salary  for  an  average  worker. 

NNI 

UNWED  WOMEN  HAD 
RECORD  BIRTHS  IN  1990 

The  number  of  births  to  unmar- 
ried mothers  hit  a  record  high  in 
1990  of  1,165,384.  That  was  a  7%  in- 
crease over  1989  and  a  75%  in- 
crease over  the  decade,  the  Na- 
tional Center  for  Health  Statistics 
said.  It  meant  that  more  than  one 
child  in  four— 28%— was  born  to 
unmarried  women  in  1990. 

The  agency  first  kept  track  of 
unmarried  births  in  1940,  when 
there  were  89,500  births  to  unmar- 
ried mothers— 3.8%  of  all  births. 

Associated  Press 

PORK  GROUP 
FAVORS  FAMDLY-TYPE  TV 

Pork  advertising  dollars  should 
not  be  spent  sponsoring  TV  shows 
that  are  too  sexy  or  violent,  or 
which  promote  unorthodox  family 
values,  says  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Iowa  Pork  Producers 
Association. 

Advertising  on  such  shows,  the 
Iowans  say,  could  hurt  the  image 
of  pork  as  "a  wholesome,  healthy, 
product." 

The  Des  Moines  Register 

RELIGION  AND 
SUICIDE 

Religiously  committed  people 
are  much  less  likely  than  others  to 
commit  suicide. 

A  research  study  done  by 
American  Journal  of  Epide- 
miology found  that  people  who  did 
not  attend  church  were  four  times 
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more  likely  to  commit  suicide 
than  frequent  church  attenders. 

Another  study  has  found  that  as 
church  attendance  rates  declined 
nationwide,  suicide  rates  in- 
creased. 

Focus  on  the  Family,  June  21,  1993 

AFA  LAW  CENTER  WINS 
RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  CASE 

The  American  Family  Associa- 
tion Law  Center  won  a  major  case 
protecting  religious  freedom  in 
Massachusetts,  in  April  of  this 
year.  The  Superior  Court  of 
Franklin  County  ruled  that 
landlords  can  refuse  to  rent  apart- 
ments to  couples  who  cohabit 
together  without  the  benefit  of 
marriage. 

Paul  and  Ronald  Desilets, 
devout  Catholics,  turned  to  the 
AFA  Law  Center  for  help  when 
they  were  sued  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  because  they 
refused  to  rent  an  apartment  to  an 
unmarried  couple. 

The  AFA  argued  that  the'  state 
could  not  force  the  couple  to  go 
against  their  convictions  and 
force  them  to  rent  to  the  unmar- 
ried couple.  The  court  agreed  and 
dismissed  the  state's  lawsuit. 

AFA  Journal 

UPC  REVIVES  STRICT 
HOLINESS  CODE 

The  500,000  member  United 
Pentecostal  Church  is  reviving  a 
strict  holiness  code,  and  expects 
its  7,500  ministers  to  recommit  or 
leave.  Among  the  conduct  code 
are  prohibitions  against  mixed 
swimming,  television,  women 
with  short  hair  or  makeup,  danc- 
ing, worldly  amusements  and 
sports,  immodest  dress,  theater 
attendance,  and  unwholesome 
music.  Church  officials  say  the 
code  is  based  on  the  Bible.  Some 
ministers  say  they  will  leave 
rather  than  allow  an  ultraconser- 
vative  denomination  to  limit  their 
freedom  of  conscience.  UPC 
ministers  were  given  90  days  to 
resign  or  remain. 

National  &  International  Religion  Report 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 


Immediately  after  He  was  baptized,  Jesus  went  into  the  wilderness  where  He  was 
tempted  by  the  devil.  He  was  there  for  forty  days  and  forty  nights  and  ate  nothing  during 
this  time.  Naturally,  He  was  very  hungry.  Satan  came  to  Him  and  said,  "If  you  are  the  Son 
of  God,  turn  these  stones  into  bread." 

But  Jesus  answered  Satan  and  said,  "It  is  written,  man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but 
by  every  word  that  cometh  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 

Satan  then  led  Jesus  into  the  city  and  set  Him  on  a  very  high  part  of  the  temple  and  said 
to  Him,  "If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  get  down  from  there  for  it  is  written  that  the  angels  will 
take  care  of  you." 

Jesus  said,  "It  is  written  that  you  shall  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God." 

Next,  Satan  took  Jesus  up  to  the  top  of  a  high  mountain  and  showed  Him  the  world  and 
said,  "I  will  give  you  all  this  if  you  will  fall  on  your  knees  and  worship  me." 

Jesus  said,  "Go  away,  Satan,  for  it  is  written  that  the  only  one  you  should  worship  is  the 
Lord  your  God." 

Satan  finally  gave  up  trying  to  get  Jesus  to  worship  him  and  left.  Angels  then  came  and 
took  care  of  Jesus. 

Did  you  notice  that  each  time  Jesus  answered  Satan,  He  quoted  Scripture  from  the 
Bible?  How  much  Scripture  do  you  know?  See  if  you  can  figure  out  what  the  following  verses 
say.  By  the  way,  all  vowels  have  been  left  out! 

cn  d  11  thngs  thrgh  Chrst  whch  strgthnth  m.  (Phlppns  4:13) 


nd  h  sd  t  thm  11,  f  n  mn  wll  cm  ftr  m,  It  hm  dn  hmslf, 
nd  tk  p  hs  crss  dl,  nd  fllw  m.  (Lk  9:23) 


Srch  th  Scrptrs;  fr  n  thm  y  thnk  y  hv  trnl  If: 
nd  thy  r  thy  whch  tstf  f  m.  (Jhn  5:39) 


B  nt  vrcm  f  vl,  bt  vrcm  vl  wth  gd.  (Rmns  12:21) 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


HISTORY 


For  many  years,  there  have  been  men's  organizations  in  our  churches  called  Men's  Fellowship,  Men's 
Prayer  Breakfast,  The  Brotherhood,  or  the  Men's  Sunday  School  Class.  But  not  until  1956  was  a  concerted  ef- 
fort made  to  organize  the  men  on  a  broader  scale.  While  we  were  a  member  of  the  National  Association  of  Free 
Will  Baptists,  in  1956,  an  effort  was  made  to  begin  a  national  men's  fellowship  known  as  the  Master's  Men.  I 
liked  the  idea  and  the  plans  that  were  presented  and  organized  the  men  at  Free  Union  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  the  Central  Conference  January  16,  1957. 

Soon  the  ladies  of  the  church  made  light  of  the  Master's  Men  saying,  "All  you  do  is  meet  and  eat."  It's  true 
we  did  meet  and  eat,  but  other  things  were  happening  too.  We  were  learning  to  love  and  appreciate  one 
another.  At  first,  we  couldn't  even  sing  a  hymn  together,  so  we  asked  Mrs.  Jean  Cunningham  to  teach  us  to 
sing.  It  wasn't  long  before  we  had  a  Male  Chorus  of  more  than  twenty  members  as  well  as  a  Male  Quartet.  The 
Male  Chorus  presents  the  special  music  at  church  every  second  and  fourth  Sunday.  They  have  been  invited  to 
sing  in  many  revivals  and  homecoming  services.  They  also  presented  the  special  music  in  College  Hall  when 
the  State  Layman's  League  Convention  was  organized  May  15,  1982. 

Other  churches  in  the  area  began  a  similar  work.  The  Master's  Men  was  growing.  However,  a  serious  con- 
flict developed  between  the  National  Association  of  Free  Will  Baptists  and  the  North  Carolina  State  Conven- 
tion of  Free  Will  Baptists  which  led  to  a  separation  of  the  two  groups.  To  avoid  confusion,  the  State  Convention 
voted  to  change  the  name  from  Master's  Men  to  Layman's  League  in  1963.  The  Layman's  League  continued  to 
grow  so  District  Layman's  Leagues  were  organized  in  four  conferences,  the  Albemarle,  Central,  Eastern,  and 
Western.  There  are  also  local  Layman's  League  in  other  conferences. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

August  5— Layman's  League  Promotional  Com- 
mittee, Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill, 
7  p.m. 

September  2— Layman's  League  Executive 
Board  and  Promotional  Committee,  Elmer 
Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

September  3— Central  Conference  Layman's 
League,  Grimsley  Church  (Highway  903-N, 
3  miles  from  Snow  Hill);  7  p.m.,  supper; 
7:45  p.m.,  business  session 

November  12— State  Layman's  League  Con- 
vention; time  and  place  to  be  announced. 

If  you  need  information  on  the  Layman's 
League,  please  contact  Elmer  Harrell,  (919) 
747-2894;  or  John  Newton,  (919)  823-3049. 


TAKE  A  LOOK  »N  THE  BOOK 


1  f  51 


Ministers  Institute 
Theme:  "The  Stewardship  of 
Preaching  and  Pastoral  Care 
August  2-3,  1993 
Mount  Olive  College 


For  more  information,  contact  the  Rev.  Frank 
R.  Harrison,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365;  (919)  658-2502. 
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FOLDERS!  LETTERHEADS 


PAMPHLETS 


8ROCHURE' 


When  your  Church  needs 


PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 


We  have  the  equipment,  the  staff,  and  the  know-how  to  fill  your  every  printing  need.  We 
offer  practical  printing,  carefully  planned  and  produced  by  skilled  technicians. 
Deliveries  are  prompt  and  prices  are  reasonable. 
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Vice  Chairman;  W.  S.  Burns,  Frank 
Flowers,  Ermon  Godwin,  James  B. 
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STEWARDSHIP  and  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

by  W.  Scott  Sowers 


Stewardship  is  a  word  that  evokes  many  feelings  on  the  part  of 
people.  Quite  often  when  the  bulletin  indicates  that  the  title  of  the 
message  includes  stewardship,  people  beginning  preparing  for 
another  attack  on  the  pocketbook. 
For  too  many  people,  stewardship  is 
only  seen  as  relating  to  tithing. 

The  tithe  is  one  small  part  of  the  big 
picture  of  stewardship.  The  concept 
of  giving  the  first  part  of  one's  earn- 
ings for  God's  work  is  born  out  of  an 
understanding  that  all  that  we  have 
and  all  that  we  are  belongs  to  God. 
We  are  stewards,  or  caretakers,  of 
those  things  that  God  has  loaned  to 
us.  It  is  required,  the  Scriptures  say, 
that  stewards  be  found  faithful.  God 
has  given  to  us  a  trust,  and  we  handle 
that  trust  with  care. 

My  focus  is  on  denominational 
stewardship.  As  God's  people,  we 
are  responsible  for  managing  the  re- 
sources that  God  has  entrusted  to  us. 
Those  resources  include  both  money 
and  people,  but  most  importantly,  the 
ministry  of  the  gospel.  It  is  our  com- 
mitment to  the  gospel  that  will  deter- 
mine how  we  manage  the  people  and 
financial  resources  that  He  has  pro- 
vided for  us. 

One  important  portion  of  denominational  stewardship  is  con- 
nected to  the  word  administration.  Somehow  it  seems  that  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists  have  developed  a  negative  concept  of  adminis- 
tration over  the  years.  For  many,  the  idea  of  administration  conjures 
up  images  of  bureaucracy,  red  tape,  and  wasteful  spending.  It 
seems  as  though  we  all  want  100%  of  the  resources  to  go  directly 
to  the  field,  and  none  to  be  used  for  administration.  After  all,  we  are 
supporting  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  or  the  implementation  of  the 
gospel  as  we  reach  out  to  children,  the  elderly,  the  minister,  or  the 
students;  but  we  are  not  interested  in  supporting  administrators  and 
their  staffs. 

That  all  sounds  well  and  good,  but  ministry  does  not  just  happen. 
It  requires  planning,  promoting,  organizing,  directing,  coordinat- 
ing, evaluating,  and  motivating  people.  The  job  of  administration 
includes  that  of  leading  people  to  accomplish  a  shared  goal. 
Administration  is  far  more  than  the  mundane  task  of  shuffling 
papers  and  maintaining  an  office. 

It  becomes  quite  easy  to  remind  people  of  the  obligation  of  each 
Christian  and  the  body  of  believers,  the  church,  to  do  the  work  of 
ministry.  But  it  requires  much  more  to  actually  implement  a 
workable  program  of  ministry.  It  is  not  difficult  to  make  people  feel 
guilty  about  what  they  are  not  doing,  but  organizing  the  church  or 
denomination  to  accomplish  those  ministry  goals  requires  leader- 
ship and  administration. 
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For  too  long  now,  we  have  ignored  this  vital  part  of  the  ministry 
of  our  church.  We  have  operated  without  goals,  direction,  and 
success!  We  have  drifted  almost  aimlessly  since  the  Sixties.  We 

will  never  become  all  that 
God  intended  unless  we  do 
the  administrative  work  that 
is  required.  That  applies  to 
the  denomination,  the  min- 
istries, and  the  local  church. 

Granted,  there  have  been 
some  steps  taken  in  the  right 
direction,  but  those  steps 
have  been  too  disorganized 
and  have  come  from  too 
many  places,  going  in  too 
many  different  directions.  I 
believe  that  the  record  will 
bear  out  the  quality  of  lead- 
ership and  administration  in 
programs  and  ministries 
over  the  years.  While  vari- 
ous facetsof  our  church  have 
grown,  others  have  with- 
ered; and  the  church  as  a 
whole  has  suffered. 

Our  problem  is  not  a  lack 
of  opportunity,  the  field  is 
the  world— stretching  from 
our  doorsteps  to  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth.  Our  ministry  is  still  basically  located  where 
we  started  in  eastern  North  Carolina,  with  the  exception  of  mission 
work  which  has  opened  new  doors  in  foreign  lands  and  among  the 
Hmongs  on  the  west  coast.  We  have  all  talked  about  growth  (I 
prefer,  obedience  to  the  Great  Commission),  but  little  has  really 
happened. 

A  recent  study  indicates  that  95%  of  those  with  goals,  reach  their 
goals.  We  have  not  set  very  many  goals,  and  as  the  saying  goes,  "If 
you  aim  at  nothing,  you  will  usually  hit  it  every  time."  It  is  also 
important  to  remember  that  the  goals  of  one  individual,  one  group, 
or  even  the  Executive  Committee  does  not  mean  denominational 
goals.  Denominational  goals  can  only  become  a  reality  as  we  work 
together  for  a  consensus  that  involves  as  many  phases  and  groups 
of  people  as  possible. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  important  steps  in  this  process  is  that  of 
a  full-time  administrator.  The  Executive  Committee  has  taken  the 
bold  step  of  making  the  Convention  administrative  work  a  priority. 
The  Executive  Administrator  has  been  moved  from  part  time  to  full 
time,  effective  October  1  of  this  year.  We  have  tried  to  operate  the 
office  on  a  part-time  basis,  but  it  has  become  clear  that  the  work  of 
leading  the  denomination  is  a  full-time  job! 

It  is  a  big  step,  but  I  believe  a  very  important  one.  If  we  are  go- 
ing to  plan  and  carry  out  a  program  of  ministry, 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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MUCH  MORE  THAN  STEWARDSHIP 

by  Janie  Jones  Sowers 


It  has  been  suggested  that  the  greatest  spiritual  awakening  of  all 
time  is  taking  place  today.  More  people  are  hearing  the  gospel, 
more  are  receiving  Christ,  and  more  are  committed  to  helping  fulfill 
the  Great  Commission  than  at  any  time  since  the  church  was  born 
almost  2,000  years  ago.  Here  in  the  United  States,  about  1/3  of  all 
adults  identify  themselves  as  born-again,  evangelical  Christians. 
Millions  of  people  attend  church  regularly  and  many  listen  to 
Christian  radio  and  television  programs. 

But  we  have  a  serious  problem— these  facts  are  not  reflected  in  the 
life  of  our  nation.  What  has  gone  wrong? 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ 
and  Gallup,  more  than  50%  of  the  church  members  in  America  are 
not  sure  of  their  salvation  (of  course,  this  varies  from  church  to 
church),  95%  do  not  understand  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
98%  do  not  regularly  share  their  faith. 

Our  Lord  has  commanded  us  to  be  salt  of  the  earth  and  light  of  the 
world,  but  we  see  little  evidence  of  the  influence  of  Christianity.  To 
effectively  influence  the  world  or  his  community  for  Christ,  a 
Christian  must  be  growing  spiritually,  introducing  men  and  women, 
boys  and  girls  to  the  Saviour  and  helping  other  believers  reach  a 
higher  level  of  Christian  maturity. 

One  of  the  aspects  of  growing  in  Christ  involves  stewardship. 
The  "experts"  define  Christian  stewardship  in  many  ways: 

—The  believer's  response  to  the  creating,  redeeming,  and  sanc- 
tifying love  of  God. 

—A  way  of  life  that  includes  the  way  we  manage  our  whole 
redeemed  lives  and  possessions. 

-What  I  do  after  I  say,"  I  believe." 

-The  fruit  of  saving  faith. 

—The  church  in  mission. 

—The  way  we  use  the  resources  God  has  entrusted  to  us  for  the 
purposes  to  which  the  Lord  has  called  us. 

While  all  of  these  are  legitimate  definitions  of  Christian  steward- 
ship, what  happens  when  you  ask  a  group  of  people  about  the  term's 
meaning— or  you  dare  even  speak  the  word?  In  the  minds  of  many 
people,  stewardship  tends  to  be  $teward$hip. 

A  young  minister  bemoaned  the  fact  that  members  of  his  congre- 
gation seemed  totally  unable  to  comprehend  the  fact  that  steward- 
ship involves  so  much  more  than  money.  The  pastor  decided  to 
return  to  the  thrilling  days  of  yesteryear  and  use  a  simple  program 
that  stressed  the  three  T's-Time,  Talent,  and  Treasure.  The 
minister  announced  his  three-week  plan  in  the  church  bulletin  and 
newsletter.  The  first  week,  he  preached  a  dynamic  sermon  on  the 
stewardship  of  time.  The  second  week,  he  expounded  on  the 
importance  of  using  one's  talents  in  ministry.  The  third  week,  many 
of  the  congregation  stayed  home.  They  spelled  stewardship  as 
Stewardship  and  equaled  treasures  with  money. 

Dr.  Charles  Sigel,  during  a  lecture  "Biblical  Foundations  for 
Stewardship"  presented  in  Orlando,  Florida,  in  1988,  commented 
that  stewardship  is  "something  like  a  bowl  of  gelatin.  No  matter 
how  you  pick  it  up,  it  tends  to  shake  all  over."  He  continued, 

Some  people  lay  hold  of  stewardship  where  it  touches  a  person's 
pocketbook.  Then  money  or  financial  resources  are  made  its  equiva- 
lent. That's  not  all  bad,  on  the  one  hand,  because  at  least  it  makes 
stewardship  concrete  and  tangible  enough  so  that  we  can  sink  our 


teeth  into  it... But  we  all  recognize  that,  if  we  stop  with  money,  we  have 
seriously  shortchanged  what  the  Bible  intends  by  stewardship. 

In  some  Oriental  languages,  the  word  do  (pronounced  dough) 
means  "way  of."  For  them,  do  is  a  system,  an  entire  lifestyle. 
Christian  stewardship  is  much  like  the  Oriental  do.  It  is  a  lifestyle. 
When  Christians  do  stewardship,  they  do  ministry  and  service. 

So  the  question  arises,  Of  what  are  we  to  be  stewards?  A  steward 
is  "a  manager  or  superintendent  of  another's  household."  As  Chris- 
tians, we  are  stewards  of  God's  possessions,  and  His  possessions 
include  our  money,  our  talents,  our  minds,  our  bodies,  and  the  time 
we  lives  in  this  world. 

God  owns  everything.  He  is  the  creator  and  sustainer  of  this 
world.  "Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  firstborn 
of  every  creature;  for  by  him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in 
heaven  and  that  are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be 
thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things  were 
created  by  him  and  for  him;  and  he  is  before  all  things,  and  by  him 
all  things  consist"  (Colossians  1:15-17). 

There  is  one  thing  that  God  does  not,  strictly  speaking,  own—you 
and  me.  In  creating  the  human  being,  He  allowed  us  to  have  the 
moral  choice  of  whether  we  would  subject  ourselves  toHim. 

A  Christian  steward  is  one  who  realizes  that  as  Christians,  "we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being  in  Christ."  The  Christian 
steward  recognizes  God  as  his  preeminent  master,  and  lives  for 
Him.  The  whole  of  the  Christian's  life— his  everything— is  dedicated 
to  Christ.  This  is  true  Christian  stewardship. 

"So  then  every  one  of  us  shall  give  account  of  himself  to  God" 
(Romans  14:12). 

"For  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ;  that 
every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that 
he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad"  (2  Corinthians  5:10). 

So  we  see  that  God  really  does  own  everything.  Therefore,  we 
own  nothing  and  are  only  stewards  of  what  He  gives  us.  God  holds 
the  key  to  every  material  and  spiritual  thing,  and  the  only  reason  that 
we  have  had  anything,  or  have  it  now,  or  will  have  it,  is  that  God 
loves  us  enough  to  give  it  to  us. 

So,  what  is  Christian  stewardship? 

Christian  stewardship  is  an  act  of  worship  that  gives  us  great  joy, 
for  in  returning  to  God  what  is  His  we  dedicate  ourselves  to  Him. 
This  is  the  true  spirit  of  stewardship,  which  lifts  and  lightens  our 
hearts  and  puts  zeal  into  our  lives. 

A  fruitful  stewardship  is  a  partnership  with  God.  And  the  joy  it 
brings  is  a  measure  of  its  good. 

It  is  a  joy  to  bring  people  to  Christ,  a  meeting  and  mingling  of 
souls  that  bring  joy  to  the  believers. 

It  is  a  joy  to  educate  others  in  the  Lord's  work,  for  there  is  a 
fulfillment  and  pleasure  in  mixing  and  chatting  and  confiding  as  we 
teach  the  Word. 

It  is  a  joy  to  build  needed  churches,  nursing  homes,  schools, 
colleges,  and  other  institutions  to  ensure  the  growth  of  missions  and 
ministries. 

There  is  joy  in  our  hearts  when  we  work  and  worship  together 
with  others.  We  experience  the  excitement  of  being  partners  of  the 
Lord. 


Page  4 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


To  be  a  good  steward  is  to  continually  rediscover  our  personal 
responsibility  for  managing  God's  gifts.  And  in  this  are  many 
satisfactions.  J 

When  we  manage  our  times  and  abilities  so  that  we  return  a  full 
measure  of  the  moments  God  gives  us  for  His  work,  we  are  joyful 
stewards.  J  J 

When  we  improve  our  relationships  with  people...*  home,  at 
work-in  society  and  in  the  church...we  are  in  joyful  harmony  with 

When  we  invest  our  resources  responsibly,  we  are  laying  up 
treasures  in  Heaven."  6  p 

STEWARDSHIP  and  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
(Continued  from  Page  3) 

then  we  need  an  administrator.  A  denomination  without  a  full-time 
administrator  would  be  like  a  college  without  an  administration. 
Volunteer  officers  and  committees  can  not  spend  the  time  that  is 
required  or  offer  the  stable  leadership  that  will  be  needed  over  time 
We  need  someone  who  can  devote  his  full  time  and  energy  to 
leading  us  as'  a  church  into  the  next  century. 

I  am  aware  that  a  full-time  administrator  will  not  immediately 
change  things  for  us.  But  I  believe  that  it  will  be  the  beginning  of 
something  that  can  make  a  big  difference  in  the  future  of  our 
churches,  ministers,  and  ministries. 

I  am  convinced  that  as  good  stewards,  we  need  a  captain  at  the 
nelm  of  our  ship! 

FarmvT,  SSfSJSL"  "*  *  Mar,b°r°  ChUrCh'  ,0cated  ™ 
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To  devote  a  responsible,  creative  share  of  what  we  have  been 
given  to  God's  special  purposes,  through  His  church,  is  truly  an  act 
of  worship. 

To  be  able  to  come  to  His  church  each  week  and  offer  there  a  week 
of  abilities  well  used...time  well  sPent...Possessions  and  resources 

well  distr.buted...relationships  well  cultivated...and  the  gospel  well 
proclaimed...this  is  indeed  the  goal  of  stewardship. 

Yes,  Christian  stewardship  is  a  source  of  joy. 

There  is  joy  in  serving  the  Lord. 

There  is  joy  in  being  a  wise  steward. 

Amen  and  amen. 

SPECIAL  NOTE  FROM  THE 
DIRECTOR  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

The  Annual  Convention  Missions  Rally  will  be  held  on  Septem- 
ber 15  at  7:30  p.m.  in  College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College  Please 
plan  to  attend.  Pray  about  the  amount  the  Lord  would  have  you  as 
an  individual  or  a  church,  to  give.  I  cannot  overstate  the  importance 
this  ottering  plays  in  meeting  the  financial  needs  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  each  year. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  generous  response.  I  hope  all  of 
you  can  attend;  but  if  you  cannot,  you  can  mail  your  special  offering 
to  the  following  address:  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513.   You  will  still  receive  credit  for  the  Rally 
offering.  3 

REMEMBER:  You  must  earmark  your  check  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions or  place  it  in  a  special  Foreign  Missions  envelope.  These  will 
be  sent  to  every  pastor  and  supplied  at  the  Rally. 

Harold  Jones,  Director/Treasurer 
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EIGHTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  SESSION 
of  the 

CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

College  Hall 
Mount  Olive  College 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


Tuesday,  September  14, 1993 


7:30     Evangelism  Rally 


Rodgers  Chapel 


Wednesday,  September  15, 1993 

Ushers,  Layman's  League  Members;  Music  Leaders,  Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod,  The  Rev.  Phillip  Boykin 


MORNING  SESSION 


7:30 
8:30 
9:00 


9:15 


9:20 


10:00 


11:00 
11:15 
11:30 
11:45 
12:00 


Prayer  Breakfast 

Registration  of  Ministers  and  Delegates 

Convention  Called  to  Order 

Congregational  Singing 

Special  Music 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

Welcome 

President's  Remarks 

Appointment  of  Committees 

Partial  Report  of  Credentials  Committee 

Executive  Committee  Report 

Treasurer's  Report 

Executive  Administrator's  Report 

Miscellaneous  Business 

Worship  Service 

Congregational  Singing 

Convention  Offering  and  Special  Music 

Introductory  Message 

Retirement  Homes  Report 

Home  Missions  and  Evangelism  Report 

Mount  Olive  College  Report 

Children's  Home  Report 

Recess  for  Lunch 


Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley 
Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 

The  Rev.  Luther  Swinson 

The  Rev.  W.  Scott  Sowers 

The  Rev.  Sherman  Dilley 
The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley 
The  Rev.  Leon  Harris 
The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman 

Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 

Mr.  Nido  Qubein 
The  Rev.  Walter  Sutton 
The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper 
Dr.  Bobby  Taylor 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 


1:30 


1:50 
2:05 
2:20 
2:35 
2:50 


Registration  (1:30-2) 
Congregational  Singing 
Scripture  and  Prayer 
Recognition  of  Fraternal  Delegates 
Foreign  Missions  Report 
Cragmont  Assembly  Report 
Church  Finance  Association  Report 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Report 
Minister's  Program  Report 


7:30  Missions  Rally 
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EVENING  SESSION 
(Under  the  Direction  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism) 


Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 
Mr.  Paul  Beaman 
The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman 
The  Rev.  Harold  Jones 
The  Rev.  John  Williams 
The  Rev.  Walter  Reynolds 
Mr.  R.  Clifford  Gray 
The  Rev.  Donald  Fader 


College  Hall 
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Thursday,  September  16, 1993 


MORNING  SESSION 


8:30 
9:00 

9:05 
9:15 
9:20 
9:25 
9:30 
9:40 
9:50 
10:00 


11:00 
11:10 
11:20 
11:30 
11:40 
11:45 
11:50 
12:00 


Final  Registration  (8:30-9:30) 

Congregational  Singing 

Special  Music 

Scripture  and  Prayer 

Chaplain's  Commission  Report 

Sunday  School  Board  Report 

Ministerial  Association  Report 

Layman's  League  Report 

Woman's  Auxiliary  Report 

Carolina  Bible  Institute 

Worship  Service 

Congegational  Singing 

Convention  Offering  and  Special  Music 

Message 

Camp  Vandemere  Report 

Board  of  Publications  Report 

League  Convention  Report 

Report  of  Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowships 

Final  Report  of  the  Credentials  Committee 

Obituary  Committee  Report 

Resolutions  Committee  Report 

Recess  for  Lunch 


Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 

The  Rev.  Mrs.  Carlee  Stallard 
The  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs 
The  Rev.  Frank  Grubbs 
The  Rev.  Ray  Wells 
Mr.  Elmer  Harrell 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Jernigan 
Dr.  Joseph  Ingram 

Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells 
The  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 

The  Rev.  Ed  Thornton 
Dr.  David  Hines 
The  Rev.  Sherman  Dilley 
The  Rev.  James  Joyner 
Mr.  R.  Clifford  Gray 


1:30 


1:40 


Congregational  Singing 
Scripture  and  Prayer 
Nominating  Committee  Report 
Miscellaneous  Business 


AFTERNOON  SESSION 


Mrs.  Kathy  Sherrod 
Mr.  Joey  Williams 
The  Rev.  J.  B.  Narron 


CONVENTION  PRAYER  BREAKFAST 

Wednesday,  September  15,  1993 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Mount  Olive  College 
7:30  A.M. 

Prayer  for  Convention, 

for  the  ministries, 
churches,  and  people. 

'Everyone  is  invited. 
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CONVENTION  SPEAKERS 


RON  BLACK 
Night  of  Evangelism 


The  Rev.  Ron  Black,  the  speaker  for  the 
Night  of  Evangelism,  is  the  Stewardship/ 
Foundation  Director  for  the  General  Bap- 
tist General  Association,  headquartered  in 
Poplar  Bluff,  Missouri.  Mr.  Black's  expe- 
rience is  quite  varied.  He  has  pastored 
churches  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky,  served 
as  moderator  of  the  General  Association  of 
General  Baptists,  been  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Education  and  Publications  Board, 
been  president  of  the  North  American  Bap- 
tist Fellowship,  served  as  campaign  direc- 
tor of  the  General  Baptist  World  Headquar- 
ters Capital  Funds  Campaign,  and  written 
various  articles  for  the  General  Baptist 
Messenger  and  Sunday  School  quarterlies. 
He  presently  serves  as  campaign  director  of 
the  Kingdom  Building  Campaign  of  the 
General  Baptist  General  Association. 

Mr.  Black  has  served  as  a  travel  host  to 
various  Holy  Land  sites  and  Greece,  and  as 
a  travel  host  for  high  school  students  trav- 
eling to  Europe.  He  has  been  listed  in 
Who's  Who  in  Religion  (\915),y/ho's  Who 
in  the  Midwest  (1976),  and  Who's  Who  in 
U.  S.  Executives  (1989). 

At  present,  he  is  a  city  councilman  (1 985- 
95).  Mr.  Black  served  as  the  mayor  of 
Poplar  Bluff  in  1987,  1991-92. 

Nido  R.  Qubein,  the  Wednesday  morn- 
ing Convention  speaker,  came  to  America 
in  1 966,  learned  the  English  language,  com- 
pleted his  college  and  graduate  studies,  and 
went  on  to  become  living  proof  that  this  is 
still  the  land  of  opportunity.  His  life  has 
been  an  amazing  success  story. 


NIDO  QUBEIN 
Wedneday  Morning 


RAY  WELLS 
Thursday  Morning 


As  a  business  leader,  Nido  now  is  active 
with  several  highly  successful  companies 
and  is  a  director  of  a  five-billion  dollar 
bank.  His  widely-aclaimed  business  acu- 
men and  marketing  savvy  have  prompted 
many  of  America's  top  executives  and  pro- 
fessionals to  seek  his  counsel.  Money  Maga- 
zine calls  his  client  list  a  "Who's  Who"  of 
Blue  Chip  Corporations. 

As  an  educator,  Nido  has  personally 
authored  more  than  30  books  and  cassette 
programs  wh  ich  are  being  distributed  world- 
wide  by  publishers  like  Prentice-Hall  and 
Nightingale-Conant. 

He  now  serves  on  the  board  of  ten  educa- 
tional  and  community  organizations, 


KNOX  RIDDLE 
Missions  Rally 


including  Harvard  University's  Institute  for 
Social  and  Economic  Development. 

As  a  professional  speaker,  he  is  the  young- 
est person  ever  inducted  in  the  International 
Hall  of  Fame.  He  addresses  more  than  100 
business  and  professional  groups  around 
the  world  each  year,  and  is  a  past  board 
chairman  of  the  prestigious  National  Speak- 
ers Association,  which  boasts  a  member- 
ship of  more  than  4,000  professionals- 
including  such  notables  as  Art  Linkletter 
and  Zig  Ziglar. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  the  Thursday  morn- 
ing Convention  speaker,  presently  serves 
as  pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church,  Rock 
Ridge,  NC.  He  is  the  vice  president  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 
Moderator  of  the  Western  Conference,  Mr. 
Wells  is  also  president  of  the  NC  Ministe- 
rial Association  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists. He  and  his  wife,  Julie,  have  two 
children,  Alice  and  Daniel. 

Mr.  Knox  Riddle  will  speak  at  the  Mis- 
sions Rally  on  Wednesday  evening.  He  is 
a  member  of  Victory  Church,  Hope  Mills. 
His  wife,  Judy,  and  he  have  two  sons,  Mark 
and  Karl. 

Mr.  Riddle  is  employed  at  FASCO,  Inc., 
where  he  has  worked  for  thirty  years.  He 
has  been  teaching  sign  language  at 
Fayetteville  Tech  for  ten  years.  He  is  past 
president  of  Cape  Fear  Association  for  the 
Deaf  and  now  serves  as  vice  president. 

Mr.  Knox  is  51  years  old.  He  is  a  deacon 
at  Victory  Church  and  also  serves  as  a 
teacher  for  the  deaf. 
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NIGHT  OF  EVANGELISM 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1993 
7:30  P.M. 
RODGERS  CHAPEL 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

PURPOSE 

This  program  is  offered  to  give  our  churches  the  opportunity  to  join  together  in  prayer  and  fellowshp  to  prepare  us  spiritually  for 
1993  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  convening  on  September  15-16,  1993. 


HEAR 

The  Adult  Choir  --  Bethlehem  Church 
Fountaintown,  NC 

MESSAGE 


The  Rev.  Ron  Black 
Director  of  Stewardship  Department 
General  Baptist  General  Association 
Poplar  Bluff,  Missouri 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


SEPTEMBER  15,  1993 
7:30  P.M. 
COLLEGE  HALL 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


HEAR 

ADULT  CHOIR  --  Daniels  Chapel  Church 
Wilson,  NC 

AFC  ~  Special  Presentation 
King's  Cross  Roads,  Farmville,  NC 

SPECIAL  --  Scott  Johnson 
Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Erwin,  NC 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  DAY 
OBSERVED  BY  AYDEN  CHURCH 

submitted  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Westbrook  Sr. 

Sunday,  July  25,  was  declared  Senior 
Citizens  Day  at  Ayden  Church.  The  event 
was  sponsored  by  the  younger  members  of 
the  church. 

All  the  honorees  received  red  and  white 
carnations  or  boutonnieres. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman, 
expressed  personal  appreciation  for  those 
honored.  Hiscommentson  "Things Learned 
from  Older  People"  were  most  interesting. 
We  know  as  we  grow  older  we  must  keep  a 
positive  attitude  and  give  something  of 
ourselves,  whether  we  are  25  or  85  years 
old.  Life  is  truly  a  never-ending  process  of 
growth. 

"Growing  old  and  success  have  no  secret. 
It  is  doing  the  things  you  know  you  should 
do  and  not  doing  the  things  you  know  you 
should  not  do  as  you  grow  in  your  Christian 
faith  daily." 

Our  Senior  Citizens  have  meant  so  much 
to  our  county  and  church.  We  can  say  that 
Ayden  Church  was  happy  for  the  opportu- 
nity to  honor  her  older  members  who  have 
meant  so  much  and  who  will  continue  to  be 
a  vital  part  of  our  lives. 

Following  the  service,  a  covered-dish 
dinner  was  served  and  enjoyed  in  the 
C.  H.  Overman  Fellowship  Hall. 

HOMECOMING  SCHEDULED  AT 
MOUNT  ZION  CHURCH 

Mount  Zion  Church,  Roper,  will  cel- 
ebrate Homecoming  activities  on  Sunday, 
September  12.  The  day's  activities  will 
begin  with  Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.  The 
morning  worship  service  will  follow  at  1 1. 

The  scheduled  activities  are  as  follows: 

Piano  Prelude,  Mrs.  Lucy  Jones 

"Tread  Softly,"  Choir 

Invocation,  Pastor 

Hymn,  "On  Jordan's  Stormy  Banks" 

Welcome,  Lloyd  Jones  Jr. 

Response,  Roger  Askew 

Announcements,  Pastor 

Hymn,  "Sweet  By  and  By" 

Special  Music,  Choir 

Hymn,  "The  Home  Over  There" 

Worship  with  Tithes  and  Offerings 

Prayer,  Pastor 

The  Doxology  of  Praise 
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Special  Music,  Ladies'  Trio 
Message,  "A  Great  Day,"  Pastor 
Hymn,  "Just  As  I  Am" 
Benediction,  Pastor 
Postlude,  Pianist 

Lunch  will  follow  during  the  noon  hour, 
with  the  meal  being  spread  on  the  church 
lawn. 

During  the  afternoon,  a  memorial  service 
and  singspiration  will  be  held.  The  after- 
noon activities  are  scheduled  to  begin  at 
1:15. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charlie  Overton, 
and  the  congregation  cordially  invited  ev- 
eryone to  attend. 

WESTERN  DISTRICT  WOMEN 
TO  MEET  IN  KENLY 

The  Western  District  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary Convention  will  meet  on  October  6 
with  Rains  Crossroads  Church,  5430 
Princeton-Kenly  Road.  The  theme  of  the 
Convention  will  be  "Foreign  Missions  — 
The  Gospel  for  the  Whole  World."  Mat- 
thew 24:14  will  serve  as  the  theme  Scrip- 
ture. 

The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 
9:15— Registration 
9:45-Hymn,  "Love  Lifted  Me" 
—Devotion,  John  3:16,  Donna 
Holland 

—Welcome,  Local  President,  Rose 

Rhodes 
—President's  Remarks,  Jean 

Marlowe 

10:15-Hymn,  "We've  a  Story  to  Tell" 
—Convention  Offering 
—Special  Music,  Rains  Crossroads 
—Missions  Report,  Mattie  Braswell 
—Youth  Report,  Virginia  Joyner 
—Benevolence  Report,  Agnes 
Corbitt 

11:00— Hymn,  "Jesus  Saves" 

—News  from  Foreign  Missions,  the 

Rev.  Harold  Jones 
—Special  Offering  for  Foreign 

Missions 
—Special  Music,  Rains  Crossroads 
—Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones 
12:00- Lunch 
1:15— Hymn,  "The  Kingdom  Is  Coming" 
—Devotion  and  Memorial  Service, 

Frances  Radford 
— Cragmont  Report 


—Business  Session 
—Closing  Hymn 

All  those  attending  are  encouraged  to 
bring  an  offering  for  Foreign  Missions. 

HYMNALS  NEEDED 

Watery  Branch  Church  is  looking  for 
copies  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  Hymnal. 
Any  church  or  individual  which  has  copies 
no  longer  needed  or  wanted  is  asked  to 
contact  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Smith. 
His  phone  number  is  (919)  523-3930. 

BARNES  HILL  HAS  MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

submitted  by  Irene  Thompson 

On  July  11,  a  special  memorial  service 
was  held  at  Barnes  Hill  Church  in  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock,  former  pastor. 
Flowers  were  given  in  memory  of  Mr. 
Aycock  and  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Aycock  by  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  Boling.  Mr.  Boling 
shared  about  being  Mr.  Aycock's  pastor 
when  he  pastored  Piney  Grove  Church, 
Kenly.  He  also  shared  about  the  dedication 
the  Aycocks  had  for  their  church  as  mem- 
bers at  Piney  Grove  and  about  their  dedica- 
tion at  Barnes  Hill  while  serving  as  the 
pastoral  family. 

Special  music  was  rendered  by  the  choir 
and  the  trio  (Mrs.  Irene  Thompson,  Mrs. 
Ruth  Joyner,  and  Mrs.  Inez  Bunn).  The  trio 
sang  Mr.  Aycock's  favorite  song.  Mrs. 
Thompson  told  what  Mr.  Aycock  had  meant 
to  everyone  at  Barnes  Hill.  As  those  present 
paused  to  remember  Mr.  Aycock,  all  were 
grateful  that  God  had  brought  him  and 
Sister  Juanita  to  Barnes  Hill  in  July  of  1 988. 

Brother  Ralph  accepted  the  call  to  preach 
in  1967,  as  he  related  to  his  congregation 
many  times.  He  was  ordained  July  16, 
1968,  and  on  August  7,  1988,  he  began  to 
supply  at  Barnes  Hill.  On  September  18, 
1988,  he  became  full-time  pastor  and  re- 
mained until  March  17, 1991,  at  which  time 
he  left.  The  church  had  occasion  to  call  him 
back  as  pastor  on  May  19,  1992,  where  he 
continued  to  serve  until  being  called  home 
by  the  Lord  on  February  20,  1993. 

Brother  Ralph  was  not  only  a  pastor,  he 
was  a  very  dear  friend.  He  and  Sister 
Juanita  both  were  always  like  family  to  us. 
(Turn  the  Page) 
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He  was  such  a  caring  person,  always  ready 
to  help.  I  remember  him  telling  about  a 
night  he  and  Sister  Juanita  were  traveling 
along  1-95  and  encountered  a  lady  whose 
car  was  broken  down.  The  Aycocks  took 
the  lady  home  with  them  until  they  could 
locate  some  of  her  family.  That  is  the  kind 
of  people  they  were  and  are. 

Brother  Ralph  was  a  man  who  loved  his 
family.  He  shared  often  of  his  love  for  his 
children  and  his  wife.  I  believe  he  was  a 
dedicated  man  of  God  who  always  preached 
the  Word  of  God.  We,  as  members  of 
Barnes  Hill,  have  truly  been  blessed  to  have 
had  the  opportunity  of  knowing  this  man  of 
God  and  his  family. 

The  Aycocks  went  through  the  illness 
and  death  of  my  father  with  us  and  were  a 
great  comfort  to  us,  as  they  were  to  many  in 
the  church  during  such  times.  He  baptized 
my  husband  last  year,  performed  our  mar- 
riage ceremony,  and  baptized  our  grandson 
in  January. 

I  know  I  speak  for  each  one  at  Barnes 
Hill  when  I  say  we  love  Brother  Ralph  and 
Sister  Juanita,  his  lovely  wife.  We  can 
nearly  see  his  smiling  face  as  he  is  singing 
joyfully  in  Heaven. 

Our  love  is  with  Sister  Juanita. 

BARNES  HILL  CHURCH 
CONDUCTS  VBS 

submitted  by  Terry  Whitley 

Barnes  Hill  Church  held  its  1993  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School  July  7-9  from  7:30  to  9 


p.m.  There  were  classes  for  all  ages  and 
attendance  was  excellent. 

Each  night  those  attending  were  visited 
by  special  guests,  such  as  "Miss  Piggy, 
"Doozy  Dog,"  "Big  Bird,"  and  Dorothy  and 
the  Cowardly  Lion.  The  children  were 
thrilled  with  these  visits. 

Acookout  was  held  on  Saturday,  July  10, 
at  6,  followed  by  Commencement.  Each 
class  was  then  given  an  opportunity  to  tell 
what  they  had  studied  and  about  the  crafts 
they  had  made.  We  also  had  special  music 
by  some  of  the  youth. 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  fellowship  and  fun 
and  is  looking  forward  to  the  1994  VBS! 


NEWS  FROM  INDIA  AND  NEPAL 

submitted  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

As  I  type  this,  the  sun  is  like  a  furnace  and 
the  wind  comes  from  the  coals.  The  searing 
heat  drives  people  indoors  but  there  is  no 
respite— fans  have  no  off  days.  Cold  drink 
stalls  see  brisk  sales  and  air-conditioned 
restaurants  draw  large  crowds.  People  hunt 
for  shade,  sip  cold  coffee,  and  lick  ice 
cream  cones  in  markets.  It  is  a  sweaty  day. 
Sweat  pours,  soaks  clothes,  runs  make-up, 
and  moods.  It  is  an  irritatingly  sweaty  day. 
Even  the  roads  are  melting. 

I  had  a  fine  trip  to  Kathmandu,  Nepal, 
with  a  view  to  acquaint  myself  regarding 
the  legislation  for  remitting  dollar  money 
direct  from  North  Carolina  and  the  condi- 
tions under  which  we  would  be  free  to  work 
in  western  Nepal.  Freedom  and  secularism 
in  kingdom  states  is  meaningless  and  there- 
fore to  acquire  complete  knowledge  was 
essential. 


Our  schools  in  India  and  Nepal  had  va- 
cation until  July  1.,  The  school  buildings 
were  repaired,  renovated,  and  white 
washed.  The  thatches  of  some  rooms 
were  also  renewed.  This  made  our 
schools  above  board  and  crowds  awaited 
the  opening  of  the  schools. 

A  refresher  course  was  imparted  to 
some  of  the  teachers  who  were  weak  in 
teaching  the  classes.  It  was  a  pleasure  to 
see  the  teachers  for  a  few  days. 

The  month  of  June  in  India  is  a  month 
of  vacation  from  school  and  colleges,  and 
workers  like  to  take  leaves  of  absences. 
It  is  the  hottest  month  of  the  season  in 
which  the  sun  is  in  its  peak  and  tempera- 
tures range  between  40  to  47  degrees 
Celsius.  Air  conditioning  is  not  common 
in  the  country;  and  therefore,  the  masses 
face  the  heat  in  agony.  The  worse,  how- 
ever, is  that  the  electricity  supply  stops 


i 


Page  12 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


for  hours  and  makes  for  many  sleepless 
nights.  This  makes  us  wonder  if  there 
has  been  any  progress  made  in  our  coun- 
try during  the  last  47  years,  years  of  in- 
dependence. To  our  dismay,  the  power 
shortage  may  never  be  restored  and  we 
will  go  back  to  bullock-carts.  In  this 
state  of  affairs,  our  preachers  are  in  the 
fields  proclaiming  the  gospel  and  relating 
the  good  news  of  salvation  for  mankind. 
It  is  a  unique  time  for  preaching  in  North- 
ern India,  for  families  are  together  inside. 


NEWSLETTER  FROM  INDIA 
AND  NEPAL 

submitted  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

The  year  1993  is  proving  to  be  one  of 
great  achievement.  More  and  more  people 
are  coming  into  the  fold  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  What  is  needed  most  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  missions  is  the  consistent 
prayers  of  believers.  Let  us  disburse  this 
equally  to  all.  It  is  the  prayer  of  the  believ- 
ers that  can  bring  the  sheep  that  have  wan- 


dered to  the  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

The  mental  restlessness  in  the  country  of 
Nepal,  with  specific  reference  to  western 
Nepal  where  our  church  is  located,  is  partly 
the  result  of  the  masses  searching  for  peace. 
Even  though  four  of  our  people  are  in  the 
fields  preaching  that  peace  can  be  found  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  preparing  and  baptizing 
those  who  believe,  we  need  more  preachers 
in  Nepal  to  fulfill  the  need  that  exists.  We 
are  in  contact  with  Delhi  Bible  College  in 
search  of  theologically  trained  Nepalis  to 
assist  us  in  our  efforts.  Our  school  work 
resumed  on  August  17,  after  summer  vaca- 
tions. The  Rev.  Pramod  March,  our  execu- 
tive secretary,  will  visit  Dhan  Garhi,  Nepal, 
to  gather  information  on  the  situation  that 
exists  so  we  can  plan  our  future  program. 

The  work  of  evangelism  and  education  in 
India  is  worth  counting.  Six  Hindu  young 
people,  including  a  lady,  have  accepted  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour. 

What  is  remarkable  to  me  is  the  sense  of 
giving  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  generated  in 
our  people,  and  it  seems  that  much  will  be 
done  locally. 
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Our  hearts  are  thrilled  that  the  work  of 
our  church  is  going  exactly  as  per  the  plan 
anticipated,  through  much  prayer.  Our 
people  still  feel  that  they  ought  to  have  done 
much  more  than  this.  We  need  yourcontin- 
ued  prayers  for  the  work  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  And  we  warmly  look  forward  to 
your  earliest  visit. 

REACHING  THE  UNREACHED 

submitted  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

Evangelism  is  the  life  and  breath  of  our 
church  and  such  efforts  continue  through- 
out the  year.  Yet,  the  specific  month  of 
June  has  been  set  apart  for  mass  evangelism 
for  various  reasons.  First,  it  is  a  month  of 
vacation;  second,  it  is  the  hottest  month  of 
the  year,  when  temperatures  range  from  40 
to  47  degrees  Celsius,  and  the  entire  family 
stays  indoors.  Third,  vacationing  families 
travel  to  see  their  relatives  living  far  and 
near  and  meet  our  crusaders.  In  fact,  we 
enjoy  reaching  the  unreached  during  June, 
even  though  it  has  proven  to  be  a  time  of 
much  physical  strain  and  stress.  Our  pur- 
pose is  fulfilled  and  we  enjoy  working, 
proclaiming  the  good  tidings,  especially 
among  those  who  have  never  heard  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

We  especially  want  to  thank  you  all  who 
have  continued  to  support  this  special  min- 
istry with  your  help  and  prayers  over  the 
last  18  years.  Our  hearts  are  filled  with 
praise  and  thanksgiving  for  all  that  has 
happened  in  prayer  over  these  decades  of 
great  vision  and  burden  for  our  great  land. 
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This  year,  1993,  is  presenting  a  massive 
challenge  to  our  church,  a  community  of 
peace  and  reconciliation.  There  have  been 
communal  violence,  communal  tension, 
and  the  fear  of  terrorism,  leading  to  insecu- 
rity and  constant  drab.  In  these  troubled 
times,  we  are  called  upon  to  participate  in 
the  ministry  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which 
can  well  be  imagined. 

The  year  has  so  far  been  full  of  magni- 
fied achievementss  for  us  and  for  our  people 
in  His  vineyard.  Our  ministers  and  dea- 
cons equipped  themselves,  carrying  the 
burden  of  the  Great  Commission.  These  52 
persons  led  a  massive  evangelistic  effort  in 
350  towns  and  villages  among  no  less  than 
20,000  people  in  the  northern  part  of  our 
State  and  were  greatly  encouraged  with  the 
response  they  received.  I  also  had  the 
privilege  of  sharing  the  gospel  with  my 
people  at  some  places.  The  fire  upon  the 
altar  shall  never  go  out  (see  Leviticus  6:13). 
Ours  is  a  movement  from  the  heart  of  God, 
with  the  spirit  of  brokenness,  humility,  and 
total  self-effacement  in  the  leadership  of 
our  preachers.  The  secret  of  the  work  has 
been  prayer. 

The  follow-up  work  calls  for  us  to  visit 
these  places  from  time  to  time  for  further 
mobilization,  so  as  to  give  them  the  chance 
to  clear  their  doubts  and  to  accept  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  their  Saviour.  This  is  how  we  have 
done  in  the  past.  God  gave  us  grace  and 
strength  to  cope  with  these  years  of  tremen- 
dous transition  and  growth. 


Nevertheless,  we  greatly  count  upon  the 
leadership,  counseling,  and  timely  advice 
of  our  director/treasurer,  the  Rev.  Harold 
Jones,  who  is  so  deeply  concerned  about 
the  work  of  our  Lord  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  We  do  realize  that  there  is  infla- 
tion all  over  the  world;  and  at  times,  there  is 
recession  in  the  giving.  Even  then,  he 
meets  our  needs  according  to  the  priority  of 
their  importance,  with  the  result  being  that 
we  have  been  really  effective  in  the  task  of 
outreach.  We  enjoy  working  with  him  as  he 
understands  India  and  the  needs. 

May  the  cloud  of  incense  ascend  higher 


and  higher,  and  the  centrality  and  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  reign  and 
rule  the  work  of  our  church. 

PRINCE  OF  PEACE  MISSION 

by  Antonio  Escobar 

This  is  the  place  where  the  pastors  and 
delegates  of  our  churches  met  on  April  24. 
This  special  meeting  was  held  to  bring 
ways  and  means  to  comply  with  the  Na- 
tional Government's  laws  in  registering  our 
churches  and  missions  of  our  denomina- 
tion. The  law  between  church  and  state  was 
reformed  in  the  last  Congress.  This  new 
reform  is  known  as  the  Law  of  Religious 
Associations  and  Public  Worship. 

The  National  Government  of  Mexico  has 
asked,  by  law,  that  all  religious  groups  be 
brought  together  in  an  association  to  be 
registered  with  the  Government. 

It  was  in  our  meeting  that  we  tried  to 
bring  together  our  propositions  as  to  how  to 
constitute  our  churches  into  an  association. 
A  committee  was  formed  to  be  in  charge  of 
legally  presenting  before  the  authorities  the 
type  of  documentation  required  from  us; 
and  at  the  same  time,  to  bring  together 
documents  that  will  accredit  us  as  an  asso- 
ciation. To  date,  we  have  submitted  to  the 
Government  in  Mexico  City  the  registering 
application  with  all  its  documentation  and 
it  has  been  accepted.  We  are  awaiting  an 
appointment  from  Mexico  City  to  recover 
the  number  for  our  registration.  We  are 
registered  with  the  Government  under  the 
name  Free  Will  Baptist  Association. 
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1993  MINISTERS  INSTITUTE:  THE  STEWARDSHIP  OF  PREACHING  AND  PASTORAL  CARE 


Forty-three  people  attended  the  annual  two-day  Ministers  Institute  at  Mount  Olive  College.  The  Institute  was  held  for  the  first  time  in 
the  comfortable  surroundings  of  the  Hennessee  Room  in  the  College's  new  dining  hall-student  center,  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center. 

The  topic  of  personal  and  spiritual  preparation  in  the  stewardship  of  preaching  highlighted  the  first  day,  and  pastoral  care  for  those 
challenged  by  mental  illness  was  the  topic  of  the  second  session. 

Two  speakers— one  who  suffered  severe  depression  for  years  and  a  mother  of  two  sons  who  are  mentally  ill-provided  an  extra  dimension 
to  the  program  which  emphasized  all  facets  of  pastoral  care. 


Mount  Olive  College  trustee  (right),  talks  with  the  Revs.  Bruce  Dudley,  pastor  Bobby  and  Beth  Johnson  of  Georgia  (left)  enjoy  a  discussion  of  the  day's 

of  Kinston  Church,  Lenoir  County  (left),  Jeff  Daughtry,  pastor  of  Westside  program  with  the  Rev.  Dwayne  Jones,  pastor  of  May's  Chapel  Church, 

Church,  Kinston,  LenoirCounty;  Sherman  Dilley,  pastor  of  Northeast  Church.  Wayne  County.  Johnson  has  enrolled  in  the  ministerial  program  at  MOC  and 

Wayne  County;  and  Frank  Harrison,  MOC's  minister,  during  a  break  in  the  is  serving  as  a  supply  minister;  Mrs.  Johnson  is  currently  employed  at 

1993  Ministers  Institute  program.  Murphy  Center  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  TO 
OPEN  CENTER  AT  NEW  BERN 


FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  AT  PRE-REGISTRATION  FOR  FALL  CLASSES 
AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Mount  Olive  College  will  open  its  New 
Bern  Center  this  fall,  offering  a  degree- 
completion  program  to  persons  within  com- 
muting distance.  The  program  features  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in  human  re- 
sources management.  Other  degrees  may 
be  added  in  the  future. 

The  program  is  designed  for  students 
who  have  completed  two  years  of  study  and 
will  be  offered  in  a  nontraditional  format 
which  begins  with  a  "cohort"  of  students, 
who  are  enrolled  together.  These  students 
will  go  through  the  55-week  program  as  a 
group.  One  of  the  main  advantages,  ac- 
cording to  MOC  executive  vice  president 
Dr.  J.  William  Byrd,  is  that  the  courses  are 
assured  for  the  cohorts. 

"This  way  the  curriculum  is  set  up  and 
delivered  one  step  after  the  other,"  he  said. 
"And  the  advantage  to  students  is  that  once 
they  get  into  it,  they're  guaranteed  to  have 
courses  waiting  for  them  as  they  go  into  the 
next  part." 

The  55-week  schedule  is  comparable  to 
two  semesters  and  a  summer.  Students  who 
have  completed  two  years  of  study  that 
meet  MOC's  general  education  require- 
ments are  immediately  eligible  for  the  pro- 
gram. Advisors  at  Mount  Olive  will  help 
plan  a  curriculum  at  a  local  community 
college  for  those  who  do  not  already  meet 
MOC's  requirements. 

Cohorts  will  have  approximately  20  stu- 
dents each  and  MOC  professors  will  teach 
the  courses  at  the  beginning.  Local  teach- 
ing staff  may  be  hired  as  the  program  con- 
tinues. The  first  cohort  is  scheduled  to 
begin  in  October. 

Frank  Cizerle,  formerly  commandant  of 
the  Marine  Corps  Service  Support  and  Tech- 
nical Schools  at  Camp  Lejeune,  will  serve 
as  director  of  the  Center.  Cizerle's  educa- 
tional administrative  duties  in  the  Marine 
Corps  included  coordination  of  the  training 
program  for  International  Military  Students 
and  direction  of  the  East  Coast  Manage- 
ment School.  He  recently  implemented  a 
Master  Instructor  and  Special  Awards  Pro- 
gram. 

The  New  Bern  Center  will  be  housed  in 
an  office  building  on  Glenburnie  Road  in 
New  Bern. 

For  further  information,  contact  Frank 
Cizerle,  director,  at  (919)  633-4464  or  1- 
800-868-8479;  or  telephone  MOC's  main 
campus  at  (919)  658-2502. 
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Todd  Edwards,  a  member  of  Holly  Springs  Church,  Johnston  County,  and  his  mother,  Beth  Ed- 
wards of  Kenly  (right)  talk  with  Admissions  Director  Dianne  B.  Riley  during  pre-registration  for  fall 
semester  classes  at  Mount  Olive  College.  Edwards  is  a  graduate  of  North  Johnston  High  School. 


Mount  Olive  College  junior  and  religion  major  John  Robert  Harris,  a  member  of  Powhatan  Church, 
Johnston  County  (right),  and  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  assistantto  MOC  President  W.  BurketteRaper  (second 
from  right),  greet  incoming  freshman  Amy  Lawrence  and  her  mother  Hilda  Lawrence  of  Four  Oaks 
following  lunch  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  Ms.  Lawrence  is  a  graduate  of  South  Johnston 
High  School  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


During  Mount  Olive  College's  two  1 993  summer  orientations  for  incoming  freshmen,  the 
students  pre-registered  for  fall  semester  classes,  took  placement  tests,  met  their  advisors, 
toured  the  dorms  and  campus,  and  enjoyed  lunch  in  the  College's  new  dining  hall-student 
center.  Parents  also  participated  in  information  sessions. 

Students  who  are  members  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  churches  receive  a  $2,500  Free 
Will  Baptist  Tuition  Grant  when  attending  classes  full  time.  Grant  recipients  participate  in 
service  projects  which  give  them  the  opportunity  for  spiritual  growth  and  to  strengthen  their 
relationship  with  the  church. 

Information  about  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Tuition  Grant  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr. 
K.  David  Hines,  assistant  to  the  president,  Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street, 
Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  or  (919)  658-2502. 

SEPTEMBER  PLANNING  SESSIONS  SCHEDULE  FOR  DINNERS 

The  remaining  planning  sessions  for  the  gift  support  dinners  for  Mount  Olive  College  are 
listed  below.  Pastors  and  representatives  of  each  church  are  encouraged  to  attend  these 
sessions. 

Sampson-Harnett-Cumberland  Counties:  Thursday,  September  2,  7:30  p.m.,  Oak 

Grove  Church,  near  Newton  Grove 
Carteret  County:  Friday,  September  3,  7:30  p.m.,  Crab  Point  Church,  Morehead  City 
Johnston-Wake  Counties:  Tuesday,  September  7,  7:30  p.m.,  First  Church,  Smithfield 
For  further  information,  contact  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  MOC  director  of  Church  Support, 
coordinator  of  the  17  county  dinners,  MOC,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC 
28365;  (919)658-2502. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  SENIOR  DARREN  DAVENPORT: 

A  LIFE  CHANGED 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Public  Information 


Mount  Olive  College  senior  Darren  Davenport  of  Winterville  assists  MOC  Bookstore  Manager  Tharen 
"Happy"  Taylor  during  inventory.  Davenport,  who  is  a  member  of  Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County, 
worked  at  the  College  for  18  hours  each  week  during  the  summer  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


Darren  Davenport  of  Winterville  remem- 
bers his  1 988  graduation  from  D.  H.  Conley 
High  School  in  Greenville  and  smiles  as  he 
recalls  his  thinking  at  the  time. 

"When  1  graduated  from  high  school,  I 
decided  I  was  not  going  to  go  to  a  four-year 
college,  "  says  Davenport,  a  member  of 
Reedy  Branch  Church,  Pitt  County.  "I  did, 
however,  enroll  in  classes  at  a  community 
college,  but  then  I  reached  a  low-I  had  no 
job,  no  goals. 

"In  the  back  of  my  mind,  Mount  Olive 
College  came  up.  I  decided  to  come  up  here 
and  look  everything  over.  My  life  has  not 
been  the  same  since. 

"My  grandmother  (Rebecca  Davenport) 
first  suggested  that  I  visit  the  campus,  and 
she  and  my  mother  (Marilyn  Davenport) 
drove  up  here  with  me.  I  like  the  atmo- 
j  sphere,  the  small  campus,  the  look,"  he 
says.  "I  met  Mrs.  Riley  and  some  teachers 
and  was  impressed.  I  decided  to  enroll  and 
started  classes  in  January  1989— mid-way 
in  the  year—which  made  it  even  more  diffi- 
cult for  me." 

Davenport,  who  says  he  was  "shy  and 
I  didn't  have  much  to  say"  when  he  arrived 
on  the  MOC  campus,  is  currently  president 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Fellowship,  secre- 
tary/treasurer of  the  Theological  Fellow- 
ship, a  member  of  the  College's  Religious 
Life  Committee,  and  a  resident  assistant  for 
the  College  apartments. 

Also,  he  has  definite  career  goals.  "I 
want  to  use  the  skills  I've  developed  at 
Mount  Olive  to  benefit  church  and  youth 
ministry— to  be  active  in  Sunday  School, 
1    the  Children's  Home,  and  other  Free  Will 
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Baptist  denominational  ministries,"  he  says. 

The  Rev.  Willis  Wilson,  pastor  of  Reedy 
Branch  Church,  calls  Davenport,  "just  a 
fine  young  man." 

"I've  been  his  only  pastor  all  of  his  life, 
and  I've  watched  him  grow  up,"  says  Mr. 
Wilson.  "Darren  is  active  and  interested  in 
church  work.  He  teaches  Sunday  School, 
Bible  School,  mostly  with  pre-teen  youth, 
and  is  active  in  YFA. 

"He  has  great  potential,  and  Mount  Olive 
College  has  done  more  for  Darren  Daven- 
port than  any  other  thing,"  Mr.  Wilson 
adds. 

Mr.  Wilson  refers  to  Davenport's  grand- 
mother as  a  "powerful  influence."  Rebecca 
Davenport  has  taught  Sunday  School  at 
Reedy  Branch  Church  for  55  years.  She  is 
a  member  emerita  of  the  Children's  Home 
Board,  having  served  as  a  member  for  20 
years  and  as  its  chair  for  eight  years— the 
only  woman  ever  to  serve  in  that  capacity. 
She  is  also  a  MOC  Bridge  Builder. 

His  mother,  Marilyn  Davenport,  formerly 
a  biology  teacher  at  Winterville  High 
School,  is  active  in  the  Woman's  Auxiliary 
and  serves  as  the  assistant  Sunday  School 
teacher  for  the  Couples  Class  at  Reedy 
Branch  Church.  His  father,  the  late  Ralph 
C.  Davenport,  was  a  farmer  who  worked 
with  the  tobacco  market. 

Davenport  refers  to  Dianne  Riley,  MOC 
director  of  Admissions,  as  his  "second 
mother"  and  to  Dr.  K.  David  Hines  as  "the 
professor  who  has  been  the  most  influen- 
tial." 

This  summer  he  has  worked  18  hours  per 
week  in  the  MOC  Bookstore  assisting  store 


manager  Tharen  "Happy"  Taylor.  It  is  a  job 
he  has  held  as  a  College  work  study  partici- 
pant for  the  past  two  years  at  MOC. 

Anyone  visiting  the  MOC  Bookstore  will 
see  evidence  of  Davenport's  handiwork. 
He  has  assembled  new  shelving,  rearranged 
displays,  and  designed  information  signs. 

"Darren  has  been  a  tremendous  help  this 
summer,"  says  Mrs.  Taylor.  "He  has  re- 
done all  my  requisition  forms,  proofed  our 
new  brochure,  redesigned  our  bookstore 
bags,  and  assisted  in  sales.  He  orders  books 
and  supplies  and  has  been  helping  me  enter 
data  in  the  computer.  And  because  he  was 
here,  we  were  able  to  keep  the  bookstore 
open  while  I  was  on  vacation. 

"Working  with  him  is  a  real  pleasure," 
she  says.  "He  comes  in,  sees  what  needs  to 
be  done  and  does  it  well.  Lately,"  she  adds, 
"he  has  been  thinking  ahead  of  me." 

Davenport,  who  says  he  loves  working  in 
a  bookstore,  has  also  taken  full  advantage 
of  MOC's  summer  schedule.  He  enrolled  in 
Educational  Psychology,  Structures  of 
Math,  Research  Methodology,  and  English 
Literature— earning  12  semester  hours  that 
give  him  a  head  start  on  the  academic  year. 

Completion  of  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Re- 
gional Center,  the  College's  new  dining 
hall-student  center,  is  one  of  the  changes 
Davenport  has  experienced  since  his  first 
days  as  a  student.  "The  dining  hall  is  a 
wonderful  addition  to  the  campus,"  he  says. 
"It  was  long-needed,  and  the  food's  better! " 

A  senior  majoring  in  church  ministries, 
with  a  minor  in  psychology,  Davenport 
says  that  during  his  years  at  Mount  Olive, 
he's  changed  for  the  better. 

"I  see  things  differently  now,"  he  says. 
"I'm  not  as  narrow-minded,  and  I'm  defi- 
nitely more  open  to  new  ideas." 

COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 

September  15  and  16,  Eighty-first  An- 
nual Session  of  the  Convention  of  Free  Will 
Baptists,  College  Hall  (Dr.  K.  David  Hines, 
assistant  to  the  President,  [919]  658-2502). 

September  25,  Bridge  Builders  Dinner, 
6:30  p.m.,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
(Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  Church  Sup- 
port, [919]  658-2502). 

October  6,  Charles  Kuralt  with  the 
Loonis  McGlohon  Trio,  "North  Carolina  Is 
My  Home,"  8  p.m.,  College  Hall. 

For  more  information,  contact  Patti 
O'Donoghue,  director  of  Public  Informa- 
tion, (919)  658-2502;  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, 634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive, 
NC  28365. 
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MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  PRESS  TO  LAUNCH  NEW  PUBLICATION 

DURING 

CONVENTION  OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Press  will  launch  its  latest  publication  during  the  81st  annual 
session  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  which  will  be  held  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  September  15  and  16,  in  College  Hall.  The  Scalpel  and  the  Cross,  a  novel  by  the 
late  Wilbur  L.  Creech,  will  be  presented  on  Wednesday. 

Frances  J.  Creech  will  introduce  her  husband's  book  in  College  Hall  and  make  further 
comments  during  lunchtime  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  The  Press  has  reserved 
the  Hennessee  Room  for  those  who  wish  to  bring  their  plates  and  join  Mrs.  Creech.  Signed 
copies  of  the  book  will  be  available  during  the  lunch. 

"In  a  time  when  medicine  is  ferociously  criticized,  this  book  appears  as  a  breath  of  fresh 
air  to  remind  us  of  the  value  of  a  doctor  who  serves  not  only  the  body  but  also  the  soul,"  says 
Press  Editor  Pepper  Worthington. 

Additionally,  Dr.  Worthington  invites  Convention  participants  to  stop  by  the  MOC  Press 
display  in  College  Hall  and  see  the  variety  of  publications  offered  by  the  Press. 

For  information,  contact  Dr.  Worthington  or  Patti  O'Donoghue,  MOC  director  of  Public 
Information,  at  (919)  658-2502. 


Eighty-first 
Annual  Session 

of  the 
Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

September  14 
Night  of  Evangelism 

September  15-16 
Convention  in  Session 
September  15 
Missions  Rally 

Mount  Olive  College  Campus 


Touring  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus 

A  senior  citizens  group  from  Free  Union 
Church  in  Greene  County  prepares  to  board 
the  van  following  a  tour  of  the  campus.  The 
visitors  also  enjoyed  lunch  in  the  new  dining 
center  and  "laughed  at  my  jokes  in  all  the  right 
places,"  said  "Tour  Guide"  Dr.  K.  David  Hines, 
assistant  to  President  W.  Burkette  Raper. 

If  a  group  from  your  church  would  enjoy  a 
visit  to  MOC,  contact  Dr.  Hines  at  .634 
Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  or 
telephone  (919)  658-2502. 


Bridge  Builders  Appreciation  Dinner 
6:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  September  25,  1993 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center 
Mount  Olive  College 

The  program  for  the  evening  will  feature  Dr.  Penny  Ziemer,  professor  of 
English  at  the  College's  Seymour  Johnson  program.  Dr.  Ziemer's  enthusiasm 
and  Christian  commitment  are  contagious. 

While  this  event  honors  the  1,320  Bridge  Builders  from  our  1992  church 
dinners,  all  friends  of  the  College  are  invited.  The  cost  of  this  event  is  being 
underwritten  by  a  friend  of  the  College.  To  make  your  reservation,  contact 
Mrs.  Jean  F.  Ackiss  by  September  21. 


Mount  Olive  College 
634  Henderson  Street 
Mount  Olive,  North  Carolina 


28365 


Telephone  for 
all  offices: 
919-658-2502 


You 
are 
invited! 
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Mount  Olive  College  Presents 


'North  Carolina  Is  My  Home 

Wednesday,  October  6, 1993 
8:00  p.m.,  College  Hall 


The  stage  production  of  "North  Carolina  Is  My  Home"  is  a  graceful  marriage  of  the  talents  of  two  gifted 
North  Carolinians:  the  words  of  journalist  Charles  Kuralt  and  the  music  of  pianist-composer  Loonis 
McGlohon.  The  result  is  a  celebration  of  the  history,  the  people  and  the  natural  beauty  of  our  state. 

Kuralt,  a  CBS  news  correspondent,  is  best  known  for  his  "On  the  Road"  series  and  as  host  of  "CBS  Sunday 
Morning."  He  will  be  accompanied  by  the  Loonis  McGlohon  Trio,  which  first  came  to  national  attention 
on  the  legendary  radio  series  "American  Popular  Song." 

They  will  be  joined  in  the  production  by  one  of  New  York's  best-known  singers,  Marlene  VerPlanck. 

Mount  Olive  College  invites  you  to  join  in  this  moving  tribute  to  the  state,  as  it  proudly  presents  "North 
Carolina  Is  My  Home"  at  8:00  p.m.  on  Wednesday,  October  6,  in  College  Hall. 

General  admission  is  $12.50  per  person.  Groups  of  fifteen  or  more  may  purchase  tickets  for  $10.00  each. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  reception  area  of  the  College  Administration  Building  or  by  returning  the 
form  below. 

 —  —   Please  detacb  and  return  —  —  —  

I  would  like  tickets  at  $12.50  each.       I  would  like  tickets  (15  or  more)  at  $10.00  each. 


Enclosed  iS  $   (Make  checks  payable  to  Mount  Olive  College) 

Send  to: 

Advancement  Office  -  Tickets  Name   


Mount  Olive  College  Address   

634  Henderson  Street   

Mount  Olive,  NC  28365  Telephone 
Telephone:  919-658-2502 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  WOMAN'S 
AUXILIARY  CONVENTION 

The  Eastern  District  Woman's  Auxiliary 
Convention  will  convene  with  Juniper 
Chapel  Church,  Vanceboro,  on  September 
23.  The  theme  of  the  Convention  will  be 
"Contented  Christians"  and  Philippians  4: 1 1 
will  serve  as  the  theme  Scripture. 
The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 
9:30--Registration 
9:50--Music  Medley 
10:00--Call  to  Order,  Shirley  Forsythe, 
Vice  President 
--Prayer  for  Convention,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  Director,  Foreign 
Missions 
-Hymn,  "Heavenly  Sunlight" 
10:20— Welcome,  Connie  Morris,  Presi- 
dent, Juniper  Chapel 
—Response,  Versie  Baldree,  St. 
Mary's 

10:25--Scripture  and  Prayer,  Lillian 
Heath,  Moseley's  Creek 

10:35— President's  Remarks,  Happy  Tay- 
lor 

-Appointment  of  Committees 
10:45— Report  of  Denominational  Mini- 
stries 

11:05— Hymn,  "All  the  Way  My  Saviour 

Leads  Me" 
11:10— Business  Session 
—Secretary's  Report 
—Treasurer's  Report 
—Convention  Offering  for  Camp 
Vandemere 
1 1:30— Memorial  Service 
1 1 :40— Special  Music,  Marge  Coward, 
Connie  Morris,  Mary  Fillingame, 
Juniper  Chapel 
1 1 :45— Worship  Service,  the  Rev.  Buddy 

Sasser,  New  Bethlehem  Church 
12:15— Hymn,  "Tis  So  Sweet  to  Trust  in 
Jesus" 

—Miscellaneous  Business 
-Report  of  Committees 
—Lunch  Announcement 
12:30--Benediction  and  Blessing,  the 
Rev.  McDonal  Bennett,  Juniper 
Chapel 
—Lunch 

Music  Director  Mary  Fillingame 

Pianist  Carolyn  Bennett 

Ushers  Mildred  Smith 

Carrie  Buck 
Angie  Piner 
Marie  Fillingame 


HOMECOMING  AND 
DEDICATION  SERVICE 
SCHEDULED 

Homecoming  will  be  observed  on  Sun- 
day, September  26,  at  Arapahoe  Church, 
Arapahoe,  NC.  The  members  of  the  church 
will  also  dedicate  their  new  sanctuary.  The 
day's  activities  will  begin  with  Sunday 
School  at  10  a.m.,  which  will  be  followed 
by  the  Morning  Worship  Service  at  11. 
Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  church  grounds 
during  the  noon  hour.  The  new  sanctuary 
will  be  dedicated  at  2  p.m. 

There  will  be  plenty  of  good  singing, 
preaching,  and  fellowship. 

Everyone  is  invited  to  join  the  members 
of  Arapahoe  Church  for  this  happy  occa- 
sion. 

DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Each  Sunday,  over  4  million  Sunday 
School  teachers  stand  before  their  classes. 
Individually,  each  teacher  may  have  just 
three,  four,  or  seven  students  in  his  or  her 
class,  but  together  Sunday  School  teachers 
represent  a  mighty  force  of  Christians  all 
proclaiming  the  amazing  message, 
"Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know.  For  the  Bible 
tells  me  so." 


If  you  combined  the  teaching  time  of  all 
Sunday  School  classes  on  any  Sunday  into 
one  block  of  time,  class  would  last  376  1/2 
years. 

There  are  so  many  Sunday  School  stu- 
dents that  if  they  all  came  to  one  class  this 
Sunday,  it  would  take  the  teacher  two  years 
three  months  just  to  take  roll.  That's  36 
million  students!  If  all  the  students  held 
hands,  the  line  would  stretch  20,000  miles. 

If  every  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
America  got  an  apple  this  week  and  the 
apples  were  stacked  one  on  top  of  the  other, 
the  pile  would  be  200  miles  high. 

The  importance  of  Sunday  School  can 
not  be  put  into  words.  The  work  of  those 
who  administer  Christian  education  pro- 
grams is  great.  The  difference  just  one 
teacher  can  make  in  a  student's  life  is  totally 
beyond  comprehension.  And  the  employ- 
ees of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Founda- 
tion believe  their  work  to  be  a  ministry.  It 
is  truly  more  than  a  job. 

At  times,  writers  of  Sunday  School  mate- 
rials are  needed.  If  you  are  interested  in 
learning  more  about  this  opportunity  of 
service,  please  contact  the  editor.  She  can 
be  contacted  by  phoning  919-746-6128; 
1  -800-849-3927;  or  by  writing  to  her  at  the 
following  address,  FWB  Press,  Box  159, 
Ayden,  NC  28513. 


COUPLE  CELEBRATES  ANNIVERSARY 


Edwin  and  Katie  Roper  recently  celebrated  their  63rd  wedding  anniversary 
with  a  family  gathering  at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Lucretia  Burbage.  Edwin 
and  Katie  attend  Sidney  Church,  Albemarle  Conference.  They  have  two 
children,  four  grandchildren,  and  five  great-grandchildren.  They  live  at  Route  2, 
Belhaven. 
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MINISTER'S  WIFE  RECOGNIZED 
AS  TEACHER  OF  THE  YEAR 


Mrs.  Mary  Dudley 


On  May  18,  1993,  the  Duplin  County 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Duplin  County 
Education  Foundation  recognized  Mrs. 
Mary  Dudley  as  Duplin  County's  Teacher 
of  the  Year  for  1992-93.  Mary  is  currently 
a  first  grade  teacher  at  Kenansville  Elemen- 
tary School  in  Kenansville,  NC.  She  is  a 
veteran  of  29  years,  having  been  a  teacher 
in  Wayne  County,  Raleigh  City,  Goldsboro 
City,  Carteret  County,  as  well  as  Duplin 
County  Schools.  She  has  taught  grades  1- 
6,  Special  Education,  and  Reading.  She 
also  teaches  Continuing  Education  in  her 
off-hours  for  James  Sprunt  Community 
College. 

Mary  was  graduated  from  Wilson  Mills 
High  School  in  1958.  She  later  received  an 
Associates  of  Arts  Degree  from  Mount 
Olive  College  in  1960.  She  went  on  to 
Greensboro  College  and  received  a  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  Degree  in  1962.  In  1980,  she 
received  a  Master  of  Arts  in  Education 
from  East  Carolina  University. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina 
Association  of  Educators  (NCAE)  as  well 
as  the  National  Education  Association 
(NEA).  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Supervision  and  Curriculum 
Development  (ASCD). 

Mary  was  listed  in  the  1992  edition  of 
Who's  Who  Among  America's  Teachers. 
She  was  also  named  a  Distinguished  Teacher 
Scholar  by  the  Consortium  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Public  Education  (CAPE)  in 
1992-93.  She  was  one  of  48  teachers  nomi- 
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nated  statewide  for  the  Presidential  Award 
for  Excellence  in  teaching  mathematics  and 
science  for  1992-93. 

Mary  is  either  involved  in  taking  work- 
shops to  learn  the  most  current  concepts 
and  trends  or  teaching  workshops  to  others. 
She  teaches  Effective  Teacher  Training,  as 
well  as  Communication  and  Mathematics 
Assessment  Training.  She  is  totally  in- 
volved in  the  Effective  Schools  Movement 
and  teaches  an  introductory  workshop  for 
all  new  employees  of  Duplin  County 
Schools.  She  is  a  mentor  teacher  for  her 
school  and  is  thereby  involved  with  ini- 
tially certified  teachers.  She  is  also  a  super- 
visor of  student  teachers  from  time  to  time. 

Mary  has  been  described  by  a  colleague 
as  being  vivacious  and  creative.  She  is 
always  looking  for  innovative  techniques 
of  teaching.  In  whatever  she  does  in  the 
classroom,  her  love  of  children  shines 
through. 

Mary  is  just  as  active  in  her  church  work 
as  she  is  in  her  classroom.  She  is  married  to 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Kinston,  NC.  She  is  also  a  mother 
and  grandmother.  She  is  currently  presi- 
dent of  the  local  Woman's  Auxiliary,  a 
member  of  Circle  5,  Chancel  Choir  Direc- 
tor, Co-Director  of  VBS,  chairperson  of  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education,  and  teacher 
of  the  Everready  Adult  Sunday  School 
Class.  Her  Auxiliary  selected  heras  Woman 
of  the  Year  in  1983.  She  was  chosen  as 
Sunday  School  Teacher  of  the  Year  in  1 989- 
90. 

She  has  been  a  Sunday  School  teacher  for 
3 1  years.  She  has  also  served  many  years  on 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  Mount 
Olive  College  Alumni  Association.  She 
has  co-directed  youth  conferences  at 
Cragmont  and  also  served  as  a  counselor 
for  General  Youth  II.  She  directed  the 
Woman's  Conference  at  Camp  Vandemere 
for  five  years.  She  currently  is  secretary  for 
the  J.  C.  Griffin  Brotherhood.  Mary  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  and 
writes  the  "Sunday  School  Charms"  col- 
umn found  in  The  Free  Will  Baptist. 

Mary's  philosophy  of  education  can  be 
stated  as  follows:  All  children,  really  all 
people,  can  learn,  regardless  of  age,  if  teach- 
ing methods  mesh  with  the  learning  styles 
of  those  same  people.  She  is  always  striv- 
ing to  match  learning  styles  with  teaching 
methods  as  well  as  providing  an  atmo- 
sphere conducive  to  learning,  whether  she 
is  sitting  with  an  excitable  group  of  young- 
sters or  a  challenging  group  of  adults. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  STORIES 
Special  Students,  Special  Teachers 

He  Cares 

Assistant  teacher  14-year-old  Steve 
Miller  took  Adrian  as  his  special  project. 
He  worked  hard  to  teach  a  Bible  verse  to  the 
Downs  Syndrome  child. 

Then  came  the  Sunday  when  Steven's 
attention  paid  off.  "He  cares  for  you," 
Adrian  recited.  Everyone  celebrated.  It 
was  the  first  time  Adrian  had  ever  put  four 
words  together  to  form  a  sentence  that 
made  sense. 

Belonging 

A  teacher  from  Indianapolis  reported, 
"My  two  students  are  mentally  disabled. 
I'm  not  always  sure  how  much  they  learn, 
but  what  I'm  doing  is  important.  For  the 
first  time,  these  teenagers  belong  in  a  class. 
And  for  the  first  time,  their  parents  can  go 
to  Sunday  School  and  church  together.  T  hey 
can  belong,  too." 

Teacher  Shirley 

Shirley  is  a  member  of  our  "God's  Spe- 
cial People"  class.  She  walks  on  crutches, 
a  victim  of  cerebral  palsy.  She's  mildly 
retarded.  When  her  parents  divorced,  her 
mother  lost  their  home.  They  moved  in 
with  relatives.  Her  new  home  is  filled  with 
steps  she  can't  climb. 

"Shirley,"  I  said,  "I  hope  the  Lord  gives 
you  a  new  home  soon.  Where  would  you 
like  to  live?" 

I  thought  she  would  describe  a  lovely 
home  and  neighborhood  like  her  old  one, 
but  instead,  she  taught  me  by  saying,  "What- 
ever my  Jesus  has  for  me  is  fine." 

Everyone's  Problem 

Phillip  is  an  11 -year-old  Native  Ameri- 
can who  lives  with  his  alcoholic  mother. 
He  was  the  only  student  in  my  junior  class. 
As  I  told  him  about  Jesus,  he  stood  on  a  box 
and  unscrewed  the  lightbulb.  I  kept  talking. 
He  screwed  it  in  again.  Over  and  over  he 
repeated  the  process  while  we  talked  about 
Jesus' love.  He's  a  bright  boy  who  can't  pay 
attention  unless  he's  moving. 

He  sat  with  me  in  church  and  was  so 
noisy  that  a  woman  glared  and  said,  "Why 
can't  you  keep  him  quiet?  People  are  wor- 
shiping." She  saw  him  as  my  problem 
because  I  am  his  teacher.  Wrong!  Phillip, 
and  all  like  him,  are  every  Christian's  prob- 
lem. 

Stories  offered  by  David  C.  Cook,  Elgin,  IL. 
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Cragmont 

CRAGMONT  WOMAN'S  CONFERENCE 
August  2-7, 1993 

The  theme  was  "Excellent  Is  Thy  Name."  Co-directors  were  Donna  Holland  and  Becky  Jo  Sumner.  The  registrar  was  Teresa 
Ball.  Frances  Phillips  served  as  nurse.  Pianist  was  JoAnn  Parrish;  music  director  was  Alma  Dale.  The  Bible  teacher  was  Jean 
Ackiss  and  Teresa  Ball  gave  the  morning  devotions. 

There  were  1 10  in  attendance. 

Ruth  L.  Warrick,  Corresponding  Secretary 

NCWAC 
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FALL  LIMITED  EDITION 

We  are  once  again  offering  our  "Fall  Limited  Edition,"  which  includes  three  nights  at  Cragraont,  two  days  traveling 
to  and  from  Cragmont,  and  two  days  of  touring  the  mountains.  This  is  offered  by  Cragmont  for  a  package  price  of  5/  75 
per  person.  This  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  and  meals  at  Cragmont.  This  price  excludes  personal  spending 
money  and  the  cost  of  meals  while  away  from  Cragmont  (unless  otherwise  designated). 

Limited  Edition  begins  Monday,  October  11,  1993.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  is  provided  by  motor  coach,  with 
stops  in  several  eastern  North  Carolina  towns. 

Our  proposed  trips  this  years  are  to  Sweetwater,  Tennessee,  and  Spruce  Pine,  North  Carolina.  The  trip  to  Sweetwater 
will  be  to  visit  the  world's  largest  underground  lake.  The  lake  covers  4  1/2  acres  and  is  recognized  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Interior  as  a  Registered  Natural  Landmark.  This  is  due  to  the  natural  phenomenon  of  the  lake  as  well  as 
the  abundance  of  a  large  collection  of  rare  "cave  flowers."  There  are  no  steps  on  this  tour,  but  there  is  a  gradual  incline 
as  you  walk  back  to  the  entrance  from  the  lake.  The  lake  has  some  of  the  largest  rainbow  trout  in  the  United  States. 

The  next  day  we  will  travel  north  to  Spruce  Pine  and  visit  a  "gem  mine."  Several  large  gems  have  been  found  in  the 
mines  in  western  North  Carolina.  You  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  "pan  mine"  for  gems. 

Of  course,  we  will  pick  out  agreat  restaurant  for  you  to  eat  at  one  night,  which  will  be  included  in  your  package  price. 

Limited  Edition  will  come  to  an  end  Thursday,  October  14,  1993.  The  buses  will  leave  after  breakfast  to  return  to 
eastern  North  Carolina. 

Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please  return  the  completed 
reservation  form,  along  with  a  $50  non-refundable  deposit.  The  balance  of  $125  will  be  due  by  September  24,  1993. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  fall  retreat.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle  of 
planning  and  driving. 


Mail  to  LIMITED  EDITION,  Cragmont  Assembly.  1233  North  Fork  Road.  Btack  Mountain,  NC  2871 1 . 


NAME  .  SEX_ 

ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 

PHONE  (Day)  _  (Evening)  

CHURCH 


For  health  reasons,  do  you  need  a  ground  level  room? 


If  you  have  roommate  preferences,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


Because  of  limited  space  in  our  buildings,  if  a  group  of  five  or  more  people  want  to  stay  together,  we  will  have  the  dorm 
available  for  this  use.  We  would  like  the  dorm.  L, 


Please  indicate  at  which  bus  stop  you  would  prefer  to  board: 


La  Grange  Bu 

s  Lot 

Pikeviile  Pie 
Goldsboro  Sto 
Smithfield  Mc 
Middlesex  Sta 
Wilson  Pai 

asant  Grove  Church 

ney  Creek  Church 

Donald's  (Highway  70) 

ncil's  Chapel  Church 

kwood  Mall  (Belk) 

Greenville               Carolina  East  Mall  (Main  Entrance) 
Ayden  Hardee's 

Kinston  Fch 

)d  Lion  (Highway  70) 
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CHRISTMAS  LIMITED  EDITION 
December  2-5, 1993 


OPTION  1  Total  Cost  $200 

Biltmore  House  Ticket  25 

Tour  Deposit  75 

Total  Deposit  Due  by  September  25, 1 993  100 

Balance  Due  by  November  10,  1993  $1 00 

OPTION  2  Total  Cost  $175 

Tour  Deposit  75 

Balance  Due  by  November  10,  1993  $100 


Christmas  Limited  Edition,  December  2-5, 1993,  includes  three  nights  at  Cragmont,  two  days  traveling  to  and  from 
Cragmont,  and  two  days  touring.  The  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  meals  served  at  Cragmont,  and  tickets  for 
special  events.  The  price  excludes  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  away  from  Cragmont  (unless 
otherwise  designated). 

This  year  we  are  offering  two  options.  In  addition  to  the  tour  plan,  OPTION  1  includes  a  "Candlelight"  tour  and 
"Behind-  the-Scenes"  tour  of  the  Biltmore  House.  There  is  a  cost  of  $25  for  the  Biltmore  House  portion  of  our  package, 
making  OPTION  1  cost  $200.  A  $100  deposit  is  due  by  September  25, 1993.  Reservations  for  OPTION  1  cannot  be 
taken  after  this  date  because  we  are  required  to  buy  the  Biltmore  House  tickets  60  days  prior  to  the  tour. 

OPTION  2  of  our  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  which  costs  $175,  does  not  include  the  Biltmore  House  tickets,  but 
is  not  restricted  to  the  September  25  deadline.  To  register,  a  $75  deposit  needs  to  be  paid  with  your  registration  form. 

Deposits  are  non-refundable  unless  there  are  not  enough  participants  to  do  the  tour.  In  that  event,  deposits  will  be 
refunded  promptly. 

If  you  wish,  you  may  make  payments  over  the  next  several  months.  Please  remember  the  final  payment  is  due 
November  10,  1993. 
Before  November  10, 1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  are  refundable. 

After  November  10, 1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  may  be  refunded  except  for  $35  we  will  have  already  paid 
for  the  riverboat  dinner  cruise. 

Although  at  this  time  we  cannot  guarantee  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  bus  stops  everywhere  requested,  please  list  on 
the  reservation  form  your  preferred  place  to  board  the  bus. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  us  at  (704)  669-7677  between  8:30  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 


BILTMORE  HOUSE 

CANDLELIGHT/BEHIND-THE-SCENES 

During  the  holidays,  the  "candlelight"  evenings  reflect  the  beauty  of  this 
joyous  season.  Hundreds  of  luminaries  light  the  roadway  in  front  of  the 
Biltmore  House,  while  inside,  live  music,  crackling  fireplaces,  and  hundreds 
of  candles  cast  a  warm  glow. 

Behind-the-scenes  guided  tour  offers  the  opportunity  to  see  preservation  work  in  progress  in  sections  of  the  House 
never  before  opened  to  the  public. 
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STAR  OF  KNOXVILLE  CRUISE 


Enjoy  fun  and  festive  entertainment  cruise  with  find  food 
and  live  music  on  the  Star  of  Knoxville.  We  will  cruise  on 
this  elegant  riverboat  down  the  Knoxville  River. 

The  enclosed  deck  areas  (where  we  will  be)  are  smoke-free,  while  smoking  is  permitted  in  outer  deck  areas.  The 
enclosed  areas  are  climate  controlled,  assuring  you  of  comfort  in  any  weather. 


LAMBURTH  INN 


Lamburth  Inn,  which  is  on  the  National  Historic  Record,  is  celebrating  its  eighth  anniversary  with  Christmas  at  the  Inn. 
The  celebration  shows  off  the  Inn  and  the  Christmas  themes  that  decorate  it.  Aglow  with  thousands  of  candles  and 
twinkling  lights,  the  Inn  will  feture  more  than  two  dozen  trees  decorated  with  many  homemade  articles. 

The  buffet,  which  we  will  be  enjoying,  offers  three  entrees  and  a  variety  of  other  items.  A  candy  shoppe  and  bakery  will 
be  offering  lots  of  goodies,  as  well  as  fresh-baked  breads,  all  available  for  purchase. 


Mail  to  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  2871 1 . 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP: 

PHONE:  (Day)  (Night)  

CHURCH:  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 


Do  you  have  a  health  condition  we  need  to  be  aware  of  such  as: 

Heart  condition:   Diabetes:  

Hypoglycemia:  Trouble  with  Stairs: 

Any  Other  Condition: 


Tour  Deposit  $75 
Biltmore  House  Deposit  $25 

Preferred  Bus  Stop   


Helving  Churches  Grow... 

Gabriel  Church  Services  "fe^^rj 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397)  *H 
 New  /  Used  Pews  -  Steeples  -  Windows  -  Cushions  -  Robes  -  Baptistry  -  Pulpits  ! 

fir 
I 

Complete  Upholstery  Services 

We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  -  Mill  Prices! 
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HOMECOMING  1993 

Sunday,  July  11,  1993,  proved  to  be  a 
great  success  as  the  47th  annual  Homecom- 
ingat  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
was  held,  with  about  125  in  attendance. 
The  day  began  at  the  Children's  Home  as 
alumni,  their  families,  and  others  arrived 
for  registration. 

Charles  H.  Harrell,  a  resident  of  the  Home 
from  1938-51,  was  the  key  speaker.  Mr. 
Harrell,  administrator  of  the  Cypress  Glen 
Retirement  Home  in  Greenville,  NC,  ad- 
dressed the  crowd  with  his  message  en- 
titled, "Accentuate  the  Positive." 

After  an  enjoyable  lunch  and  a  business 
meeting  of  the  Alumni  Association,  former 
residents  took  the  opportunity  to  return  to 
their  youth,  remembering  special  moments 
of  their  life  at  the  Home. 

After  every  Homecoming,  Alumni  mem- 
bers leave  knowing  that  they  will  always  be 
a  part  of  each  other's  lives,  with  a  special 
love  for  one  another. 

Everyone  is  encouraged  to  mark  his  or 
her  calendar  for  the  1994  Homecoming  to 
be  held  on  July  10. 


MS.  ALLEN  ACCEPTS  POSITION 


s":lillifi 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home 
would  like  to  welcome  Tina  Marie  Allen  as 
the  Director  of  Church  and  Public  Rela- 
tions. Ms.  Allen  began  this  position  on  July 
26, 1993. 

Ms.  Allen  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Overman.  She  is  a  member  of 
Ayden  Church,  where  she  serves  as  pianist, 
Sunday  School  teacher,  and  choir  member. 

Ms.  Allen  has  served  as  a  counselor  at 
Cragmont  during  the  Christian  Cadet  Con- 
ference for  three  years.  She  is  completing 
a  degree  in  Education. 

The  administration  and  children  of  the 
Home  are  very  pleased  to  have  Ms.  Allen  to 
join  the  ministry  and  look  forward  to  work- 
ing with  her  as  she  represents  the  Home  in 
Free  Will  Baptist  churches  and  throughout 
the  denomination. 
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by  Mary  Dudley 

This  month's  article  is  the  conclusion  of 
"Starting  a  Sunday  School  Council"  by 
Bass  Mitchell.  The  discussion  con- 
cerns when  the  Council  should  meet 
and  how  those  meetings  should  be 
conducted. 

WHEN 

When  should  the  Council  meet? 

The  specific  dates  and  time  for  the  meet- 
ings have  to  be  arranged  around  the  sched- 
ules of  the  Council  members.  However,  it 
is  a  fact  of  life  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  set 
a  meeting  that  does  not  conflict  with 
someone's  schedule. 

The  real  question  is  how  often  it  should 
meet.  Some  meet  on  a  quarterly  basis.  This 
means  that  the  Council  will  have  only  four 
meetings  a  year  to  do  all  this  work.  This  is 
totally  inadequate.  Bi-monthly  is  better, 
but  this  means  only  six  meetings  a  year.  I 
feel  that  it  is  best  to  meet  at  least  on  a 
monthly  basis,  scheduling  extra  sessions 
when  needed. 

Now  let  me  offer  some  further  advice. 

Each  meeting  must  be  carefully  planned. 
If  they  are  not,  then  you  will  be  wasting 
everyone's  time.  You  all  will  end  up  very 
frustrated. 

The  superintendent,  as  chairman,  and  the 
pastor  could  get  together  well  before  each 
meeting  to  draw  up  an  agenda.  An  agenda 
is  simply  an  outline  of  the  meeting,  listing 
what  items  will  be  discussed  and  how  much 
time  will  be  given  to  the  discussion  of  each 
item.  The  agenda  is  then  sent  to  every 
Council  member  at  least  one  week  before 
the  meeting.  This  provides  them  time  to 
look  it  over  and  begin  thinking  about  the 
items  to  be  addressed.  This  will  help  facili- 
tate the  meeting. 

Another  important  thing  to  do  is  make 
sure  that  minutes  are  taken  for  each  meet- 
ing.   The  Sunday  School  secretary 


could  do  this.  A  copy  of  the  minutes  from 
the  last  meeting  should  be  sent  with  the 
agenda  for  the  upcoming  meeting. 

Keep  the  church  informed  about  what  the 
Council  is  doing.  Use  your  church  bulletin 
or  newsletter.  Make  periodic  announce- 
ments. Ask  for  the  prayers  of  the  church. 

When  you  have  your  final  list  of  respon- 
sibilities, make  copies  fcr  church  members. 
Pass  them  out  in  a  quarterly  conference. 
The  church  needs  to  know  what  you  are 
doing.  You  need  to  have  the  approval  of  the 
church,  as  well  as  its  support.  And  this  is  a 
way  of  reminding  the  church  that  the  Sun- 
day School  is  a  vital  part  of  the  church  and 
that  it  is  a  responsibility  of  the  whole  church ! 

Seek  constantly  to  grow  in  your  know- 
ledge of  Sunday  School  work  and  in  your 
ability  to  carry  out  your  responsibilities  as 
a  Council.  Read  all  you  can.  Have  a 
resource  person  come  from  time  to  time  to 
speak  on  some  topic  relevant  to  your  situa- 
tion. Take  advantage  of  our  certification 
program. 

Do  not  take  on  too  much  at  once.  Priori- 
tize. What  are  two  or  three  major  and 
pressing  needs  in  your  Sunday  School? 
Concentrate  on  these. 

Plan!  Plan!  Plan!  And  plan  well!  Make 
short-term  plans  and  set  long-range  goals. 
Where  do  you  want  your  Sunday  School  in 
a  year?  What  changes  would  you  like  to  see 
in  it  in  three  years?  five  years? 

Work  hard!  Pray  without  ceasing!  Study! 
The  Lord  will  bless  your  efforts.  Your 
Sunday  School  can  grow  and  improve! 

SEPTEMBER  ACTIVITIES 

1 .  Make  a  mural  entitled,  "Jesus  Loves 
Me."  The  children  could  draw  their  own 
pictures  or  find  pictures  and  glue  them  on 
the  mural.  Have  a  picture  of  Jesus  in  the 
center  and  then  place  the  children's  pictures 
around  the  picture  of  Jesus.   The  older 


children  could  depict  ways  in  their  lives 
that  they  could  show  how  the  love  of  Jesus 
could  be  shown  to  others. 

2.  The  Right  and  Wrong  Game:  Let 
students  look  through  old  Sunday  School 
quarterlies  and  magazines  to  find  some 
pictures  of  people  doing  things  that  are 
wrong.  Have  the  students  cut  out  pictures 
and  paste  them  on  4  x  6  cards.  On  two  cards 
print  RIGHT  and  WRONG.  Put  these  two 
cards  down  separately  on  a  table.  When 
the  pictures  are  pasted  on  cards,  mix  them 
up.  Let  each  child  playing  the  game  select 
a  card  and  place  it  under  the  appropriate 
heading. 

3.  Good  Shepherd  Says  Game  (Teaching 
Purpose— reinforcement  of  one  lesson  idea; 
relaxation):  Give  commands  as,  "The  good 
shepherd  says  stand,"  "The  good  shepherd 
says  clap,"  etc.  Children  follow  all  the 
commands  until  you  say,  "The  bad  shep- 
herd says...."  Then  no  one  is  to  follow  that 
command.  Some  suggested  actions  are: 

Put  your  hands  up  high. 

Turn  around. 

Put  one  hand  up. 

Stand  on  your  tiptoes. 

Snap  your  fingers. 

Stand  on  one  foot. 

Touch  your  head. 

Close  your  fists. 

Jump  forward. 

Touch  your  toes. 

Hop  on  one  foot. 

Change  places  with  someone. 

Cover  your  ears. 

Reach  your  arms  our  front. 

Teaching  Suggestions:  This  game  may 
also  be  used  with  "good  king"  -  "bad  king." 
Or,  it  may  be  used  with  the  serpent  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden  story.  In  this  latter  ex- 
ample, simply  give  commands  without  say  - 
ing  who  says,  and  the  children  follow  all 
commands  until  one  is  preceded  by,  "The 
serpent  says...." 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

CHALLENGE  RESPONSES 

In  the  last  three  "Notes  and  Quotes,"  I 
have  discussed  the  full-time  status  of  the 
office  of  Executive  Administrator.  Our 
readers  have  had  the  opportunity  to  read  the 
letters  that  were  sent  to  pastors  and  treasur- 
ers of  our  churches.  Responses  have  begun 
to  come  in,  and  at  this  point  (August  6), 
there  has  been  a  positive  response  to  this 
newest  challenge. 

Several  pastors  and  churches  have  in- 
quired concerning  the  responsibilities  (job 
description)  of  this  office.  For  four  years, 
on  a  part-time  basis,  I  have  served  in  this 
capacity.  The  expected  number  of  hours,  as 
set  forth  by  the  Convention's  Executive 
Committee,  has  been  twenty-four  hours  per 
week.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  many 
weeks  have  entailed  far  more,  especially 
during  those  months  when  there  has  been  a 
number  of  board  meetings  or  meetings  of 
other  kinds.  In  actuality,  there  is  no  way  to 
limit  the  number  of  hours,  days,  etc.,  sim- 
ply because  there  is  always  something  that 
can  be  done.  On  a  full-time  basis,  this  shall 
be  more  than  doubly  true. 

In  response  to  those  asking  the  responsi- 
bilities, I  have  shared  with  them  the  follow- 
ing: 

"My  conviction  for  the  need  of  a  central 
office  goes  way  back  to  the  1960s  when  I 
was  editor  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press. 
Any  business,  firm,  corporation,  etc.,  needs 
someone  to  oversee  matters,  to  give  guid- 
ance, and  to  carry  out  the  instructions  and 
wishes  of  the  Convention.  There  was  a  time 
when  all  the  work  of  the  Convention  was 
done  by  voluntary  help;  however,  over  the 
years  the  demands  have  increased  so  that 
now  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  such  help, 
any  help  on  a  consistent  basis." 

A  basic  beginning  point  in  explaining  the 
work  is  found  in  the  Convention's  Constitu- 
tion and  Bylaws.  The  two  key  words  that  I 
often  use  to  describe  the  work  are:  promo- 
tion and  coordination. 

The  following  comes  directly  from  the 
contract  between  myself  and  the  Executive 
Committee: 

Responsibilities 

A.  The  Executive  Administrator  is  the 
chief  administrator  of  the  church  and  is  account- 
able to  the  Executive  Committee  and  is  respon- 
sible for  the  administration  of  the  work  of  the 


Convention  within  the  framework  of  such  policies 
as  may  be  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee 
from  time  to  time.  He  shall  make  regular  reports 
of  activities  and  work  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee. 

B.  Relation  to  the  Executive  Committee:  Shall 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  committee.  At  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  Committee  he  shall 
implement  such  actions  and  functions  as  the 
Executive  Committee  may  deem  necessary. 

C.  Planning  and  Coordination:  The  Executive 
Administrator  is  responsible  for  the  coordination 
of  the  activities,  policies,  and  procedures  of  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  and  committees  of 
the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Convention.  In 
this  role  he  is  to  serve  as  a  consultant  and  keep 
himself  properly  informed  as  to  the  program, 
procedures,  and  policies  being  followed  in  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  and  committees 
and  suggest  ways  in  which  these  may  be  kept 
consistent  with  the  overall  coordination  and  as- 
signments of  the  Convention  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee. The  Executive  Administrator  shall  offer 
suggested  goals,  plans,  direction,  and  programs 
to  the  various  boards,  including  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  centralize  our  goals  and  strengthen 
our  stature  for  the  purpose  of  building  up  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

D.  Scope  of  Authority.  The  Executive  Adminis- 
trator shall  have  responsibility  to  coordinate  the 
central  working  of  the  denominational  boards. 

E.  That  in  fraternal  and  ecumenical  circles  the 
Executive  Administrator  shall  serve  to  properly 
relate  the  denomination  to  the  larger  Christian 
community. 

F.  That  in  program  development,  direction  be 
given  so  as  to  maintain  proper  balance  of  empha- 
sis and  promotion  to  effect  a  minimum  amount  of 
competition  and  advance  the  total  ministry  of  the 
denomination. 

G.  Specific  Responsibilities. 

1 .  The  Executive  Administrator  is  respon- 
sible to  coordinate  with  the  Recording  Secretary 
in  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  annual 
Yearbook. 

2.  The  Executive  Administrator  is  respon- 
sible to  work  with  the  Recording  Secretary  in 
printing  and  distribution  of  the  Annual  Church 
Letter  prior  to  the  Convention. 

3.  The  Executive  Administrator  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  compiling  and  publication  of  the 
annual  Denominational  Report  Book. 

4.  Pastoral  Liaison:  The  Executive  Admin- 
istrator shall  act  as  a  pastoral  liaison  person  with 
the  pastors  of  the  Convention.  He  shall  prepare 
and  maintain  a  M  inisterial  Service  Record  file  and 
be  available  to  assist  pastors  and  churches  in 
regards  to  their  need  for  placement,  salary,  and 
benefits. 

5.  Denominational  Calendar:  The  Execu- 
tive Administrator  shall  be  responsible  for  main- 
taining a  denominational  calendar.  Cooperation 
of  the  various  boards,  commissions,  and  commit- 
tees shall  be  expected. 

6.  The  Executive  Administrator  will  have 
the  responsibil  ity  for  the  general  superintendence 
and  supervision  of  the  denominational  headquar- 
ters. 

7.  Additional  Functions  and  Work  Delega- 
tions: The  Executive  Administrator  is  responsible 
for  performing  such  additional  functions  as  may 
be  referred  to  this  office  by  action  of  the 


Convention  or  Executive  Committee.  In  perfor- 
mance of  all  his  functions,  he  is  authorized  to 
make  such  delegation  of  work  to  qualified  office 
help. 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  position  shall  be  to 
provide  a  principle  administrator  for  the  Conven- 
tion and  Executive  Committee  and  the 
establishment  of  an  office  for  the  purpose  of 
general  public  relations  within  and  without  the 
denomination  relative  to  the  entire  program  of  the 
Convention.  (See  Section  4,  Article  III  of  the 
Bylaws  of  the  Constitution.) 

CHALLENGES  MET 

As  of  August  6,  the  following  churches 
have  met  the  Convention's  challenge: 
Belhaven,  Bethel  (Eastern  Conference), 
Otway,  Friendship  (Western  Conference), 
Robert's  Grove,  Soundview.  These  have 
already  sent  in  their  challenges.  There  are 
several  other  churches  that  have  designated 
amounts  lower  than  the  challenge,  and  for 
these  we  are  sincerely  appreciative.  We 
realize  that  some  churches  had  already  for- 
mulated their  budgets  for  this  fiscal  year. 
There  are  also  some  churches  that  are  send- 
ing in  their  challenge  on  a  quarterly  basis. 
Since  the  challenges  were  presented,  we 
have  received  $2,150  and  $1,260  has  been 
designated,  but  not  yet  received. 

REPORT  FORMS 

Convention  report  forms  are  now  begin- 
ning to  come  in.  If  for  some  reason  your 
church  has  not  received  the  Convention 
information,  especially  regarding  registra- 
tion and  delegation,  please  let  us  know.  We 
hope  to  see  you  at  our  Convention  on  Sep- 
tember 14-16,  at  Mount  Olive  College. 

FLOOD  RELIEF 

Several  have  inquired  about  plans  to  help 
the  mid-west  flood  victims.  I  have  con- 
tacted Samaritan's  Purse  and  was  informed 
that  they  are  in  the  process  of  setting  up 
relief  efforts.  Thus,  if  any  church  or  group 
would  like  to  assist,  you  may  send  your 
contribution  to  us,  and  as  we  did  in  the 
hurricane  relief  effort  last  fall,  we  will  for- 
ward the  total  on  to  Samaritan's  Purse.  By 
Convention  time,  we  will  have  more  infor- 
mation pertaining  to  other  kinds  of  help. 

THE  GENERAL  ASSOCIATION  OF 
GENERAL  BAPTISTS 

During  the  week  of  July  19-23, 1  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Baptists, 
which  was  held  in  Evansville,  Indiana.  Ruby 
and  I  made  the  trip  and  attended  several  of 
the  sessions.  As  always,  we  enjoyed  the 
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fellowship  and  learned  more  about  their 
plans  for  growth  which  they  named,  "The 
Kingdom  Building  Campaign."  With  their 
newly  elected  Executive  Director,  Dwight 
Chapman,  everything  seemed  to  be  on  the 
move. 

NOT  WHAT  THEY  SEEM 
reflections  by  Janie  Sowers 

The  year  was  1982  and  it  was  Conven- 
tion time.  As  is  typically  one  of  my  tasks, 
I  was  taking  pictures  of  Convention  events. 
When  I  approached  a  group  of  delegates  I 
had  known  for  several  years  from  the  Pee 
Dee  Association,  the  response  was  not  a 
new  one  to  me:  "Take  my  picture";  "Take 
his  picture...." 

One  of  the  gentleman,  John  By  rd,  a  mem- 
ber of  Beaverdam  Church,  Pee  Dee  Asso- 
ciation, was  confident  that  there  was  no 
film  in  my  camera  and  encouraged  me  to 
take  a  picture,  if  I  so  desired.  John  was  sure 
there  was  no  film  in  the  camera.  Imagine 
his  surprise  when  the  October  13,  1982, 
issue  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  sported  his 
picture.  Look  carefully,  this  issue  was  even 
autographed! 


JOTS  AND  TITTLES 

compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

Prayer  Group  Can  Stay  on  the  Grass 
Participants  in  a  Bible-reading  marathon 
will  not  have  to  stay  off  the  grass  in  front  of 
the  Cabell  County,  WV,  courthouse  any- 
more. County  commissioners  reversed  an 
earlier  ruling  which  denied  Hunington  citi- 
zens the  use  of  the  courthouse  lawn  for 
Bible  reading.  The  commissioners  voted 
against  the  Bible  reading  marathon  because 
such  an  event  could  set  a  "dangerous  prece- 
dent." Organizers  of  the  event  sought  legal 
assistance  from  the  Rutherford  Institute 
and  after  review  of  the  policy  found  the 
ruling  "constitutionally  in  error."  The  com- 
missioners unanimously  approved  a  revised 
measure. 

NIRR 

36%  in  US  Born  Again? 

Not  all  of  the  36%  of  Americans  who 
claim  to  be  born  again  are  fundamentalists 
or  political  conservatives,  according  to  a 
recent  Gallup  poll. 

Gallup  reports  that  being  "born  again"  is 
mostly  a  Protestant  phenomenon.  Only 
18%  of  Catholics  call  themselves 
evangelicals,  but  50%  of  Protestants  do. 
Politically,  41%  of  Republicans,  39%  of 


Democrats,  and  31%  of  independents  de- 
scribe themselves  or  claim  to  be  born  again. 

Christian  World  Report 

1%  of  USA  Men  Homosexual-New 
Report  Rebukes  Old  Figures 

About  one  percent  of  American  men  con- 
sider themselves  exclusively  homosexual, 
according  to  a  national  survey  of  male 
sexual  behavior.  The  study  was  conducted 
by  the  Alan  Guttmacher  Institute,  the  former 
research  arm  of  Planned  Parenthood. 

An  earlier  report,  published  in  1984  by 
Kinsey,  had  declared  that  10%  of  men  were 
mainly  homosexual,  as  were  about  five 
percent  of  women. 

"Finally,  the  truth  has  surfaced,"  stated 
the  Rev.  Lou  Sheldon,  founder  of  the  Tra- 
ditional Values  Coalition.  "Homosexual- 
ity is  a  behavioral  oddity,  certainly  not 
entitled  to  special  protected  status." 

Trying  to  Raise  Funds? 

The  Philanthropic  Voice  says  the  follow- 
ing words  are  overused  and  won't  work  as 
well  as  they  used  to  in  fund  raising:  21st 
century,  bridge,  caring,  developing,  direc- 
tion, enhancing,  excellence,  giving,  hori- 
zon, impact,  program,  and  viable. 


Some  of  the  best  words  to  use:  achieve- 
ment, challenge,  insure,  future,  indepen- 
dence, initiative,  opportunity,  productive, 
responsible,  secure,  sharing,  together,  tra- 
dition, values,  and  vision. 

Nonprofit  Management  Strategies 

Sucess  Secret 

Here's  one  secret  of  success:  Avoid  being 
against  anything.  Instead,  be  for  some- 
thing. 

Examples:  Instead  of  being  against  illit- 
eracy, be  for  literacy.  Instead  of  being 
against  your  company  policy,  be  for  an 
improved  policy. 

What  happens:  Whatever  you  are  against 
works  against  you.  You  begin  fighting  it 
and  become  a  part  of  the  problem.  But 
when  you  state  what  you  are  for,  you  begin 
focusing  on  the  potential  for  positive  change. 

You'll  See  It  When  You  Believe  It 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


Scenes  from  the  Spiritual  Life  Retreat 

Eagles  Nest,  Mount  Olive,  NC 

June  12,  1993 
Good  Fellowship  in  the  Lord 


Chartering  of  Victory  Church  Layman's  League 


State  Layman's  League  President  Elmer  Harrell  chartered  the  Layman's  League  of  Victory  Church,  Fayetteville,  on  June9, 1993.  The  charter  members  are 
seen  in  the  left  photo.  The  right  photo  shows  President  Harrell  (right)  as  he  presents  the  charter  to  the  president  of  the  Victory  Church  Layman's  League. 
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Silver  Creek  Laymen  Chartered 


President  Elmer  Harrell  (far  left)  chartered  the 
Layman's  League  of  Silver  Creek  Church,  East- 
ern Conference,  on  July  4,  1993. 


PURPOSE  AND  GOALS  OF  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 

Why  a  Layman's  League? 

PURPOSE:  (1)  To  bring  men  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  together  to  promote  fellowship  and  sharing;  (2)  to  increase  our 
knowledge  and  power  in  Christ  Jesus;  (3)  to  reach  out  and  touch  others  for  Christ;  (4)  to  train  and  enhance  our  talents  for  the  great  calling 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ;  (5)  to  strengthen  the  spiritual  fabric  among  all  laymen  in  our  denomination  to  worship  and  serve 
God  in  unity  (1  Corinthans  16:13). 

GOAL:  To  exalt  Christ  through  the  agencies  which  God  in  His  providence  has  provided  for  the  people  making  up  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church  of  North  Carolina  (Matthew  22:37). 

MOTTO:  "World-wide  Christian  soldiers  marching  as  to  war,  with  the  cross  and  flag  of  Jesus  going  on  before,  throughout  the  world." 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IMPORTANT:  The  Layman's  League  needs  ushers  for  the  State  Convention  and  Missions  Rally,  September  14-16.  Please  contact 
Randy  Tyson  (524-4863)  or  Elmer  Harrell  (747-2894)  if  you  can  serve.  Brothers,  the  Lord  needs  your  help. 

September  2:  Executive  Board  of  the  Layman's  League  and  Promotional  Committee  of  the  Layman's  League  to  meet  at  Elmer  Harrell's 
office  in  Snow  Hill  at  7  p.m. 

September  13  (correction  from  last  issue):  Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Grimsley  Church,  located  1/2  mile  from  junction 
of  Highways  903  and  13/258,  near  Snow  Hill;  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 

September  15416:  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  College  Hall,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC. 

November  5:  State  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Fremont  Church,  106  West  South  Street,  Fremont;  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 


Laymen,  you  are  important  You  are  needed. 
Rally  together  as  "world-wide  Christian  soldiers 
marching  as  to  war,  with  the  cross  and  flag  of  Jesus  going  on  before,  throughout  the  world." 
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When  your  Church  needs 
PRINTING,  of  any  kind  .  .  . 

v 


DIAL  1-800-849-3927  and  ask  for  the 

PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 


We  have  the  equipment,  the  staff,  and  the  know-how  to  fill  your  every  printing  need.  We 
offer  practical  printing,  carefully  planned  and  produced  by  skilled  technicians. 
Deliveries  are  prompt  and  prices  are  reasonable. 

Witt  BafUUt 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF  THE  EIGHTY-FIRST  CONVENTION 
OF  ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 


As  a  roving  giant  eyeball  and  ear,  to  use 
Emerson's  metaphor,  I  found  myself  see- 
ing and  hearing  wonderful  things  at  the 
Eighty-first  Annual  Convention.  In  journal 
fashion,  here  are  a  few  highlights  which 
might  appeal  to  you  as  a  keepsake  for  your 
own  scrapbook  of  memories. 

Nido  R.  Qubein:  The  Difference  Lies 
Within  Our  Hearts 

One  of  the  best  communicators  in 
America  has  to  be  Nido  R.  Qubein.  In  his 
Wednesday  morning  speech,  he  told  us 
stories-significant  anecdotes  to  frame  his 
essential  thesis— the  world  is  as  we  perceive 
j  it  to  be.  Perceive  the  world  as  wonderful, 
wacky,  witty,  and  you  will  discover  the 
world  to  be  precisely  that. 

Three  anecdotes  stand  out  in  my  mind 
that  are  worth  keeping.  First,  Mr.  Qubein's 
10-year-old  daughter  was  asked  to  write 
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Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Resident 
Mount  Olive  College 

three  pages  on  the  life  of  Socrates.  After 
her  intense  research,  she  ended  up  with 
three  sentences:  (1)  Socrates  was  a  great 
man.  (2)  Socrates  went  around  telling 
people  what  to  do.  (3)  They  killed  him. 

Nido  Qubein  stressed  a  threefold  com- 
mitment he  had  in  his  own  life:  a  commit- 
ment to  learning,  earning,  and  serving.  His 
threefold  commitment  brings  him  into  rela- 
tionship with  Mount  Olive  College  where 
he  serves  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  As  a  Trustee,  he  stressed  stew- 
ardship, but  not  the  stewardship  of  money 
only. 

"The  daily  pattern  of  life  gets  in  the  way 
of  our  smiling,  singing,  and  praising,"  he 
declared.  "God  smiles  and  God  likes  it 
when  we  encourage  each  other,"  he  stressed. 

"Stewardship,"said  Mr.  Qubein,  "is  giv- 
ing our  talents.  We  must  be  the  salt  of  the 
earth  and  give  of  ourselves.  I  remember 


seeing  this  poster  which  read-Life  is  God's 
gift  to  you.  What  you  give  back  is  your  gift 
to  God." 

Mr.  Qubein  added,  "Stewardship  lives 
first  in  our  being,  then  in  our  doing." 

The  story  of  the  US  Air  stewardess 
brought  laughter  from  one  end  of  College 
Hall  to  another.  An  impatient,  disgruntled 
man  boarded  US  Air  at  Pittsburgh  and  was 
headed  to  Atlanta.  Nothing  pleased  him. 
He  was  obnoxious.  He  complained  about 
overhead  space,  about  the  beverage  ser- 
vice, about  the  seats,  about  the  food.  He 
complained  constantly  to  the  stewardess. 
He  complained  about  his  wife,  his  kids,  his 
job.  He  complained  about  everything  he 
could  think  of. 


(Above)  The  Rev.  W.  Scott  Sowers,  president  of 
the  Convention,  talks  with  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper, 
president  of  Mount  Olive  College,  during  the 
Wednesday  session  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue) . 
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Mrs.  Frances  Jones  Creech  announces  her  joy 
with  the  MOC  Press  launching  of  her  late 
husband's  Christian  novel,  The  Scalpel  and  the 
Cross  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 

Then  when  the  meal  came,  the  man 
called  the  stewardess  over  to  complain 
again.  He  told  her  the  sandwich  was  bad. 

The  stewardess  looked  at  the  man,  then 
at  the  sandwich.  Then  she  did  a  miraculous 
thing.  She  snatched  the  sandwich  from  the 
man's  plate,  took  it  in  her  hand,  and  spanked 
the  sandwich,  saying,  "Bad  sandwich!  Bad 
sandwich!"  She  walked  all  the  way  back  to 
the  kitchen  area  saying,  "Bad  sandwich! 
Bad  sandwich!" 

The  flight  attendant  could  have  told  the 
man  what  to  do  with  his  sandwich.  She 
could  have  told  him  if  he  didn't  like  the 
flight  he  could  exit.  But  she  didn't.  She 
went  back  and  said  she  loved  her  job!  She 
giggled!  Remember,  by  their  fruits  you 
will  know  people,"  said  Mr.  Qubein. 

"The  difference  lies  in  our  heart,"  he 
insisted. 

Frances  Leigh  Jones  Creech 
And  The  Scalpel  and  the  Cross 

"I  am  so  filled  with  joy,  praise,  and 
thanksgiving  today.  Let  me  be  still  one 
moment  and  enjoy  this  special  moment 
knowing  I'm  standing  on  holy  ground," 
said  Frances  Jones  Creech. 

"I'm  thankful  for  Mount  Olive  College 
and  its  Press,  for  all  you  dear  people  who 
support  this  College  and  Press.  If  it  were  not 
for  the  Mount  Olive  College  Press,  I  would 
not  be  standing  here.  The  Press  is  a  power- 
ful outreach  with  the  printed  word.  I  am 
able  to  show  you  this  beautiful  book  by  my 
late  husband,  Wilbur  Creech.  This  book  is 
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a  product  of  many  loving,  caring  hours  and 
many  hands.  The  book  is  a  message  my  late 
husband  wanted  to  share  in  the  troubled 
times  of  the  1960s.  He  realized  we  are 
living  in  stressful  times.  The  doctor  and  the 
minister  in  his  novel  join  hands  to  minister 
to  the  ills  of  the  community.  I  feel  a  strong 
urgency  for  his  novel.  Now  is  the  time.  I 
am  so  happy  to  present  to  you  all  today  The 
Scalpel  and  the  Cross. 

Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper  on  His 
Seven  Minutes  for  His  Report 

"I've  only  got  seven  minutes  left!  Re- 
minds me  of  a  story,"  said  Dr.  Raper.  "A 
boy  wanted  help  with  his  homework.  The 
boy  asked  his  father,  'Dad,  help  me  with  my 
homework.'  The  father  said,  'Son,  ask  your 
mother.'  The  boy  replied,  'Dad,  I  really 
didn't  want  to  know  that  much  about  it.'  " 

Interesting  Facts  Revealed 
At  the  Convention 

•MOC  has  increased  the  grant  to  Free 
Will  Baptist  students  from  $  1 ,500  to  $2,500 
annually,  making  a  total  of  $10,000  for 
Free  Will  Baptists  who  attend  four  years  at 
MOC. 

•$21,983.09  was  collected  for  Foreign 
Missions  the  night  of  September  15, 1993. 

•$22,474.36  was  collected  for  Home  Mis- 
sions the  night  of  September  15,  1993. 

•Approximately  100  people  attended  the 
luncheon  for  Mrs.  Frances  Leigh  Jones 
Creech  and  the  launching  of  her  late 
husband's  Christian  novel,  TheScalpeland 
the  Cross. 

•HARVEST  2000  is  the  theme  for  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism.  A  goal  of  20  or 
more  new  mission  churches  by  the  year 
2000  has  been  set. 

•The  five-year  theme  of  the  Convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  is  "Hear  the 
Word  of  the  Lord." 

•The  1993-94  theme  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  is  "Christian  Stewardship." 

•The  Rev.  Harold  and  Sandra  Jones  are 
going  to  the  Philippines  in  November  1993 


for  two  months.  During  that  time,  they  will 
be  praying  to  see  if  the  Lord  wishes  to  use 
them  as  missionaries  there  again. 

•The  new  theme  for  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege is  "Expanding  Horizons." 

•The  Rev.  Walter  J.  Sutton  wishes  all 
Free  Will  Baptists  to  know  the  trademark  of 
the  Retirement  Homes  to  be:  "Retirement 
Homes  is  a  caring  ministry  for  our  retired." 

•Scott  Johnson's  solo  made  so  many 
glad  they  came  to  the  Home  Missions  Rally 
as  he  sang  about  how  glad  he  was  that  Jesus 
came  into  his  life. 

•The  Mount  Olive  College  Press  has 
published  21  books  since  November  1990. 

•The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers  stressed  the 
importance  of  Free  Will  Baptists  setting 
goals  and  challenges  in  order  to  move  more 
vigorously  in  growth.  He  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  leadership  and  the  people  com- 
ing together  through  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•Lieutenant  Colonel  Harry  Grubbs  is  the 
Original  Free  Will  Baptist  chaplain  to  the 
National  Guard  and  N.C.  Department  of 
Corrections. 

•The  regular  price  of  The  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist is  $9.01  but  it  was  available  at  the 
Convention  for  $7  a  year. 

•SnowHound  is  the  name  of  Cragmont's 
skiing  program. 

•Cragmont  Assembly  was  established  in 
1945-46  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Origi- 
nal Free  Will  Baptists  of  North  Carolina. 

•The  World  Missions  Conference  will 
be  held  March  11,  1994,  at  Stoney  Creek 
Church,  Goldsboro. 

•The  Nepal  mission  was  opened  in  Au- 
gust 1991.  There  are  now  three  congrega- 
tions, an  elementary  school,  a  boarding 
home  for  orphans. 

•The  truck  Brother  Escobar  drives  in 
Mexico  needs  replacing.  Anybody  got  a 
good  truck  (1985-86+  automatic)  to  give? 

•This  past  year,  Bobby  R.  Taylor  and 
Doug  Skinner,  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Children's  Home,  Inc.,  report  that  the  Home 
has  served  more  children  than  any  year 
since  1978. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  SESSION 


BLACK  REMINDS  OF 
GOD'S  DESIRE 


The  Rev.  Ron  Black 


The  Rev.  Ron  Black,  the  Stewardship/ 
Foundation  Director  for  the  General  Bap- 
tist General  Association,  headquartered  in 
Poplar  Bluff,  MO,  challenged  those  attend- 
ing the  Night  of  Evangelism  to  remember 
that  "God  wants  to  set  the  agenda,  not  react 
to  it." 

CHANGE  IN  BYLAWS  OF 
CONVENTION  OF 
ORIGINAL  FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS 
Article  II:  Section  16 

Previous  Reading 

Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege: The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount 
Olive  College  shall  consists  of  a  maxi- 
mum of  thirty  members  each  selected  by 
the  convention  for  a  term  of  six  years, 
with  the  term  of  five  members  expiring 
annually.  No  member  shall  be  removed 
from  membership  during  any  unexpired 
term  without  due  process  as  prescribed 
by  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles 
of  Church  Government  for  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists.  It  is  expressly  pro- 
vided that  a  minimum  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  shall  hold  membership  in 
churches  affiliated  with  the  convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Mem- 
bers shall  assume  office  on  December  1 , 
following  their  election  at  the  annual 
session  of  the  convention  in  September. 

New  Reading 

Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege: The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mount 


Olive  College  shall  consists  of  a  maxi- 
mum of  thirty  members  each  selected  by 
the  convention  for  a  term  of  six  years, 
with  the  term  of  five  members  expiring 
annually.  No  member  shall  be  removed 
from  membership  during  any  unexpired 
term  without  due  process  as  prescribed 
by  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Principles  of 
Church  Government  for  Original  Free 


Will  Baptists.  It  is  expressly  provided 
that  a  minimum  of  sixty  percent  of  the 
members  shall  hold  membership  in 
churches  affiliated  with  the  convention 
of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists.  Mem- 
bers shall  assume  office  on  December  1 , 
following  their  election  at  the  annual 
session  of  the  convention  in  September. 
Passed  on  Thursday,  September  16,  1993. 


OBITUARY  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

At  the  eighty-first  session  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
humble  respect  was  paid  to  the  following  who  have  departed  from  this  life  and  gone 
to  their  eternal  rewards: 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Aycock,  Western  Conference 
The  Rev.  Royster  Martin,  Western  Conference 
The  Rev.  Jimmie  Barfield,  Western  Conference 
The  Rev.  L.  B.  Woodall  Jr.,  Cape  Fear  Conference 

Mr.  Luke  H.  Worthington,  a  lay  member  of  Sound  View  Church  who  was  serving  on  the 

Board  of  Trustees  at  Mount  Olive  College  at  the  time  of  his  death 
Mr.  Ervin  Foreman,  Albemarle  Conference,  a  lay  member  of  Shiloh  Church 

Servant  of  God 
Servant  of  God,  well  done 
Rest  from  thy  loved  employ; 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won, 
Enter  thy  master's  joy. 
The  pains  of  death  are  past, 
Labor  and  sorrow  cease, 
And  life's  long  warfare  closed  at  last, 
Thy  soul  is  found  at  peace. 
Servant  of  God,  well  done 
Thy  glorious  warfare  past; 
The  battle's  fought,  the  race  is  won 
And  thou  art  crowned  at  last. 


The  Adult  Choir  from  Bethlehem  Church,  Fountaintown,  NC,  provided  special  music 
during  the  Night  of  Evanglism  service.  Their  jubilant  expressions  of  faith  provided  soul- 
stirring  praise. 
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FINAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE 


Roll 

Ministers 

Delegates 

Present 

Present 

Albemarle 

12 

11 

20 

Cape  Fear 

50 

29 

34 

Central 

50 

48 

68 

Eastern 

1U1 

M 

Piedmont 

32 

6 

4 

Pee  Dee 

27 

10 

13 

Western 

.83 

_53 

.68 

Totals 

355 

208 

260 

Pre-registered  but  did  not  attend 

18 

Visitors 

87 

Visiting  Ministers 

7 

Members  of  the  Convention 

3 

Ministers  who  failed  to  register 

129 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Resolution  One 

WHEREAS,  on  Friday,  May  28,  1993, 
the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly 
passed  the  Budget  Bill  SB-27,  which  con- 
tained HB-718,  HB-625,  HB-367,  HB-496, 
HB-242,  HB-615(these  bills  contain  legis- 
lation which  places  our  children  in  govern- 
mental control  and  authority  above  that  of 
the  parents); 

WHEREAS,  the  governor  of  our  State 
has  proposed  the  bill  HB-718,  entitled  "Early 
Childhood  Initiatives,"  which  has  been  made 
part  of  Budget  Bill  SB-27,  already  passed 
by  the  State  House  of  Representatives,  and 

WHEREAS,  this  places  in  the  hands  of 
a  private  non-profit  corporation  $60  mil- 
lion tax  dol  lars  over  the  next  two  years  to  be 
spent  by  a  board  of  29  people,  19  of  whom 
are  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  allow- 
ing this  money  to  be  spent  without  govern- 
ment control,  and 

WHEREAS,  joined  with  this  are  House 
Bills  HB-625,  HB-367,  HB-496,  HB-242, 
and  HB-615,  which  include  undefined  terms 
such  as  "developmental  delay,"  "commu- 
nity protection  teams,"  to  deal  with  any 
child  determined  to  be  "neglected,"  setting 
up  "parent  educators"  to  be  sent  at  will  into 
homes  where  there  are  children  from  birth 
to  three  years  of  age;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  legislation  will  be  an 
afront  to  parents,  promoting  unwarranted 
intrustions  into  homes,  destroying  parental 
rights  and  subverting  family  prerogatives 
and  values; 


WHEREAS,  the  obvious  absence  of  defi- 
nitions for  "code  words"  and  phrases  could 
be  interpreted  and  applied  to  deny  the  right 
of  home  schooling  and  the  very  existence 
of  Christian  schools,  and 

WHEREAS,  those  who  could  perpetrate 
this  assault  are  given  immunity  from  any 
prosecution  in  civil  matters  by  HB-242; 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  conven- 
ing at  Mount  Olive  College  on  this  date, 
September  16, 1993,  go  on  record  asoppos- 
ing  this  legislation,  in  its  entirety;  and 

That  we  urge  people  in  our  church  in 
every  county  to  contact  their  state  represen- 
tatives and  senators  and  make  their  opposi- 
tion known  to  them  by  phone  and  or  letter, 
and 

That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
immediately  to  the  governor  of  our  State, 
and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  we 
reaffirm  our  belief  in  the  Judeo-Christian 
family  structure  which  biblically  clarifies 
that  children  belong  to  their  parents  and  are 
not  the  property  of  any  government  or  gov- 
ernmental entity. 

Resolution  One  was  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  study. 

Resolution  Two 

WHEREAS,  licensed  ministers  are  not 
members  of  this  Convention  according  to 
Article  II, Section  1 1  ofour  Constitution  and 
Bylaws,  and 

WHEREAS,  certain  conferences  require 
attendance  by  licensed  ministers  to  this 


Convention  and  are  not  recognized  as  li- 
censed ministers  or  delegates, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that  the  Executive 
Committee  study  and/or  develop  some 
structure  within  our  Constitution  and  By- 
laws to  acknowledge  licensed  ministers  as 
voting  members  of  this  Convention. 

Resolution  Two  passed. 

Resolution  Three 

WHEREAS,  Mount  Olive  College  has 
been  a  gracious  host  to  the  Eighty-first 
Annual  Session  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  that 
the  Convention  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mount  Olive  College  for  its  gracious 
hospitality  in  hosting  this  81st  Annual  Ses- 
sion of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists. 

Resolution  Three  passed. 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
REPORT 

Executive  Committee 

Recording  Secretary— The  Rev.  T.  Bruce 

Dudley  (95) 
Treasurer—The  Rev.  Ronnie  Hobgood 

(94) 

Albemarle  Representative— The  Rev. 

Harold  Swinson  (95) 
Pee  Dee  Representative— The  Rev.  Jackie 

Godwin  (95) 
Piedmont  Representative— The  Rev.  Jerry 

Campbell  (95) 
Western  Representative— The  Rev.  Roy 

Clifton  (95) 

Children 's  Home 

The  Rev.  Garland  Suggs  (97) 
The  Rev.  Doug  Skinner  (97) 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brinchek  (97) 

Foreign  Missions 

The  Rev.  Henry  Armstrong  (98) 

Home  Missions 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones  (2000) 

Minister's  Program 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Buck  Jr.  (98) 
The  Rev.  Frank  Harrison  (95),  filling 

the  unexpired  term  of  the  Rev. 

Jeff  Scarborough 
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Mr.  Nido  Quebin  addressed  the  Convention  on 
Wednesday  morning.  He  encouraged  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  continue  to  make  the  impossible  hap- 
pen. (Right,  Bob?) 


Mount  Olive  College 
Lloyd  Jones  (99) 
Danny  McPherson  (99) 
William  L.  Hennessee  Jr.  (99) 
Christine  Joyner  Greene  (99) 
Gene  Jernigan  (99) 
Carolyn  Fitzgerald  Jernigan  (94),  to 

fill  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  Alice 

H.  Barrow 
Christine  Jones  (95),  to  fill  the 

unexpired  term  of  Luke  H. 

Wetherington 
The  Rev.  C.  Felton  Godwin  (75)  and 

Mrs.  N.  Bruce  Barrow  (78) , 

honorary  Board  members  for 

life 

Retirement  Homes 

George  Wooten  (97),  to  fill  unexpired 

term  of  the  Rev.  Ronnie 

Hobgood 
The  Rev.  Robert  May  (98) 
The  Rev.  Clifford  Ball  (98) 

Commission  on  FWB  Fellowships 
Dr.  David  Hines  (96) 

Historical  Commission 
Dr.  Michael  Pelt  (96) 

Chaplains  Commission 

The  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs  (98) 

The  Rev.  Leon  Harris  (94),  unexpired 

term  of  the  Rev.  Leonard 

Woodall 
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Layman 's  League  Board 
Elmer  Harrell  (96) 
Frank  Parson  (96) 
Stanley  Jenkins  (96) 
Billy  Dilday  (96) 


Board  of  Publication 
Lisa  Batts  (98) 


Sunday  School  Board 
Bobby  Foy  (97) 
The  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett  (97) 
The  Rev.  Phillip  Wood  (97) 


Cragmont  Assembly  Stock 

Representatives 

Mr.  Bobby  Pennington  (96) 
The  Rev.  Joe  Ingram  (96) 

Board  of  Trustees 

The  Rev.  James  Joyner  (96) 

Church  Finance  Association 
Representative 

The  Rev.  Sherman  Dilley  (94) 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foundation 
Representative 

The  Rev.  Frankie  Baggett  (94) 


EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATOR  INSTALLED 


■ 


The  Rev.  W.  Scott  Sowers,  Convention  President,  addresses  the  Convention  during  the  installation  of 
Mr.  Overman  as  Executive  Administrator.  Pictured  (from  left  to  right)  are  Mr.  Sowers,  Ruby  Overman, 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  and  Tina  Allen,  the  Overman's  daughter. 

During  the  Wednesday  morning  session  of  the  Convention,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  was 
installed  as  Executive  Administrator  of  the  Convention.  Although  Mr.  Overman  has  been 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  the  last  four  years,  he  has  not  been  doing  so  on  a  full-time  basis. 
Such  will  be  the  case  as  of  Friday,  October  1. 

The  Rev.  Robert  May  opened  the  service  by  leading  in  the  invocation.  The  Rev.  De 
Eakes,  past  president  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  presented  the 
candidate.  It  was  under  Mr.  Eakes'  administration  that  Mr.  Overman  began  his  duties  as 
Executive  Administrator.  The  Rev.  Leon  Harris,  Convention  treasurer,  then  read  Ephesians 
4:1-7.  After  the  reading,  Convention  President  Sowers  led  Mr.  Overman  in  a  covenant  of 
fidelity  and  the  ministry  directors  in  a  covenant,  in  which  they  pledged  to  work  together  as 
laborers  with  God.  The  church  Covenant  and  a  litany  were  then  read  by  those  present. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Dudley  then  anointed  Mr.  Overman  with  oil.  The  Rev.  Ray  Wells  prayed 
the  prayer  of  dedication. 

The  installation  service  was  concluded  with  the  following  declaration  and  blessing  by 
President  Sowers: 

In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  the  King  and  Head  of  the  church,  and  by  the 
authority  of  this  Convention,  I  do  hereby  declare  you  properly  installed  as  Executive 
Administrator,  and  set  apart  for  the  duties  and  services  of  that  office,  for  which  you  have 
been  chosen. 

The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you; 

The  Lord  make  His  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and  be  gracious  to  you; 
The  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  you,  and  give  you  peace.  Amen. 
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SOWERS  IS  CHAPEL  SPEAKER  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

by  Jeffrey  Celeste 
MOC  Office  of  Public  Information 


Pictured  following  the  chapel  service  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Harrison,  campus  minister;  MOC  freshman 
Wesley  Hines,  Aspen  Grove  Church,  Wilson  County;  the  Rev.  Scott  Sowers,  Convention  president  and 
pastor  of  Marlboro  Church,  chapel  speaker;  and  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  executive  administrator  (photo 
by  Jeff  Celeste). 


The  Rev.  Scott  Sowers,  president  of  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists, 
spoke  at  Rodgers  Chapel  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Convention.  His  message  to 
Mount  Olive  College's  students  focused  on 
the  importance  of  change  and  that  there  is 
no  better  time  to  make  changes  in  their  lives 
and  the  world  around  them. 

Mr.  Sowers  said  that  there  are  three  basic 
requirements  needed  to  institute  change. 
"To  do  the  right  thing,"  was  the  first  of  the 
three  requirements.  Sowers  said,  "End  right 
by  starting  right. ..and  start  right  by  accept- 
ing Jesus  as  your  personal  Saviour."  In 
support  of  starting  right,  Sowers  talked  of 
the  "vitality,  visions,  and  dreams"  of  young 
people  that  are  needed  to  start  the  process  of 
change. 

"Exercising  self-discipline,"  Sowers  said, 
was  the  second  requirement  for  instituting 
change.  Sowers  pointed  out  that  the  stu- 
dents cannot  change  the  world  without 
changing  themselves  first.  He  also  said  that 
people  cannot  lead  others  to  change,  "un- 
less they  exercise  leadership  in  their  own 
lives." 

Mr.  Sowers  quoted  John  Maxell  to  ex- 
emplify the  third  requirement  of  attitude: 
"Attitude  at  the  beginning  of  a  task  will 
effect  the  outcome  more  than  anything  else." 
He  told  the  students  that  perspective  em- 
ployers use  attitude  as  one  of  their  criteria 
because,  "if  you  believe  and  act  like  the 
best,  you  will  become  the  best."  In  his 
closing  remarks  Sowers  said,  "Life  will  not 
give  joy  unless  you  will  it  to." 
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During  the  course  of  the  service,  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  introduced  Conven- 
tion representatives  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
denominational  ministries.  Those  present 
included:  R.  Clifford  Gray  Jr.,  executive 
director  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Foun- 
dation; Harold  Jones,  director/treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Mission;  David 
Hansley,  executive  director  of  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  and  Evangelism;  Bobby 
Taylor,  executive  director  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Children's  Home;  and  Bob  Harber, 
director  of  the  ethnic  missions  program  in 
California. 


WELLS  LOVES  WHAT  HE  IS  DOING 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells,  vice  president  of 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists and  pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church, 
Rock  Ridge,  North  Carolina,  was  the 
speaker  during  the  Thursday  morning  ses- 
sion of  the  Convention.  Mr.  Wells  began 
his  message  by  exclaiming,  "I  love  what 
I'm  doing!"  Preaching  since  1967,  Mr. 
Wells  enjoys  proclaiming  the  Word  of  God 
more  now  than  ever. 

As  people  in  the  Scriptures  went  to  those 
who  knew  Jesus  because  they  wanted  to  see 
Him,  Mr.  Wells  asked  if  those  in  the  con- 
gregation could  honestly  say,  "I've  seen 
Him.  Come  and  I  can  show  you  where  He 
is."  He  admonished  his  listeners  to  strip 
themselves  of  their  piety  and  arrogant  wis- 
dom, so  that  others  might  see  the  Christ. 

Mr.  Wells  said  that  when  we  have  seen 
Jesus,  when  we  sit  at  His  feet,  we  can  show 
others  the  way.  "When  we  serve  Him  as 
disciples,  blind  eyes  will  be  opened,  lame 
legs  will  be  healed,  life  will  no  longer  be 
lived  in  a  selfish  way.  When  we  see  Jesus, 
we  become  free,  free  to  become  His  sons 
and  daughters. 

The  questions  echoed  from  Mr.  Wells: 
Have  you  seen  Jesus?  Can  you  show 
others  the  way  to  Him? 

Remember:  Christians  are  not  respon- 
sible for  the  harvest— just  for  planting  the 
seeds.  It  becomes  the  believers'  task  to 
point  to  the  Cross.  From  there,  Jesus  will 
call  them  unto  Himself. 


TAPES  AVAILABLE 

Tapes  of  the  services  of  the  Convention  are  available  at  a  cost  of  $3.50  each.  If 
you  would  like  copies,  send  the  following  to  the  Rev.  Doug  Skinner,  817  Lynn 
Road,  Durham,  NC  27703. 


Tuesday  Night,  Night  of  Evangelism 

The  Rev.  Ron  Black 
Wednesday  Morning 

Mr.  Nido  Qubein 


Wednesday  Night,  Missions  Rally 

Mr.  Knox  Riddle 
Thursday  Morning 

The  Rev.  Ray  Wells 


Name 


Address 


Amount  Enclosed 
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1993  MISSIONS  RALLY 


Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Resident 
Mount  Olive  College 

I  felt  it  in  the  air,  saw  it  in  the  sunset,  heard  it  in  the  wind.  History  was  going  to  be  made  tonight,  September  15, 1993,  at  College  Hall, 
on  the  Mount  Olive  College  campus.  Whatever  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley,  executive  director  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism,  and 
his  Board  members  decided  to  do  with  the  Missions  Rally  would  be  meaningful,  musical,  and  memorable.  The  doing  of  Home  Missions 
grew  out  of  the  being  of  its  people. 

As  College  Hall  began  to  fill  with  people  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  North  Carolina,  the  Adult  Choir  from  Daniels  Chapel  Church,  in 
Wilson,  NC,  sang  like  thunder.  "Give  me  that  old-time  religion,"  they  rejoiced  as  they  wore  their  gray  choir  robes  softened  by  red  collars. 
I  spotted  Marie  Glenn's  bright  smile  and  felt  memories  of  her  warmth  in  the  Registrar's  office  at  Mount  Olive  College  soak  me. 

The  Procession  of  the  Flags  officially  opened  the  Rally,  so  that  the  Christian  flag,  Home  Missions  flag,  and  American  flag  all  moved 
as  waves  over  the  sea  of  faces,  one  flag  tumbling  into  another.  All  stood  to  pledge  allegiance  both  to  the  American  flag  and  to  the  Christian 
flag. 

Nancy  Boykin  stood  next  to  me  and  wholeheartedly  proclaimed,  "I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  Christian  flag  and  to  the  Saviour,  for  whose 
Kingdom  it  stands,  one  brotherhood,  uniting  all  mankind  in  service  and  love." 


The  Rev.  Bob  Harber  on  Stewardship 

The  Rev.  Bob  Harber,  director  of  Ethnic 
Missions  in  Moreno  Valley,  CA,  read  the 
Scripture  and  thanked  everyone  for  both 
financial  support  and  prayers.  "I'm  happy 
in  this  ministry,"  he  proclaimed  with  a 
broad  smile,  "and  I've  felt  especially  called. 
The  greatest  stewardship  we  have  is  the 
stewardship  of  the  gospel!"  he  exclaimed. 

After  reading  from  Romans  1,  Mr.  Harber 
declared,  "We  have  in  this  Bible  the  filling 
of  the  greatest  need  that  mankind  has,  and 
that's  salvation.  We  need  to  be  like  Paul 
and  be  ready  to  share  the  gospel  with  every- 
one." 

We  heard  Mr.  Harber.  His  voice  vi- 
brated as  he  prayed,  "Father,  we  want  to 
thank  you  because  you  love  us,  because 
you've  loved  us  enough  to  send  your  Son 
into  the  world.  We  thank  you  that  you've 
redeemed  us  from  a  life  of  sin.  We  thank 
you  that  you've  found  a  place  for  us  in  your 
kingdom.  We  thank  you  for  the  message 
shared  to  those  around  us.  Help  our  de- 
nomination grow  and  make  its  mark  in  your 
kingdom  to  glorify  your  name.  Amen." 

"Amen.  Amen,"  echoed  the  Rev.  Scott 
Sowers,  president  of  the  Convention  of 
Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones 

On  Seeing,  Hearing,  Feeling 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  Evangelism, 
came  to  the  platform  to  remind  us  that  we 
were  going  to  experience  something  that 
Isaiah  wrote  about. 

"Tonight,"  Mr.  Jones  announced,  "you're 
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going  to  see  something,  hear  something, 
feel  something." 

A  murmur  rolled  through  College  Hall 


like  birds  tweeting  before  a  storm.  We  were 
ready  to  see,  hear,  and  feel  something.  But 
what?  Ah— that's  the  gift—ahead. 


(Left  to  right)  The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  and  Mr.  Knox  Riddle  give  the  sign  language  for  love.  Mr. 
Riddle  was  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  1993  Missions  Rally  (photo  by  Pepper  Worthington). 
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Harold  and  Sandra  Jones  are  seen  here  in  front  of  the  Foreign  Missions  display.  They  are  leaving  for 
the  Philippines  in  November.  The  Joneses  are  praying  to  know  God's  will  for  them  in  the  missions  field 
(photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


The  Rev.  Gary  Bailey 
Is  Not  Harold  Jones 

Suddenly,  with  the  spring  of  a  man  with 
a  mission,  the  Rev.  Gary  Bailey  came  to  the 
stage  and  declared,  "I  am  not  Harold  Jones! " 

"I  know  that,"  I  said  to  Nancy  Boykin 
who  smiled,  her  blonde  hair  curled  and 
bouncy. 

"We  all  know  that,  don't  we?"  she  re- 
plied. 

"But  I  have  come  on  his  behalf,"  ex- 
plained Mr.  Bailey.  "He  wishes  to  thank  all 
of  you  for  your  support  of  the  Foreign 
Missions  program.  Along  with  the  funds, 
however,  comes  responsibility.  I  have  an 
announcement  to  make  for  Harold  and 
Sandra.  They  are  leaving  November  16  for 
two  months  in  the  Philippines.  They  will  be 
returning  January  21.  They  are  going  to  the 
Philippines  to  live  the  lifestyle  of  the  Phil- 
ippine people  in  an  effort  to  reach  them. 
They  are  praying  for  future  direction.  They 
have  a  great  love  for  the  Philippine  people. 
They  are  searching  for  the  Lord's  will.  If 
they  are  to  return  there  as  missionaries,  the 
Lord  will  direct  them.  Harold  has  not 
resigned  as  Director  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sions Board,  but  he  and  Sandra  do  solicit 
your  prayers  for  the  task  ahead." 

King's  Cross  Roads  Church  in  Farm  ville 
and  Daniels  Chapel  Church 

Before  we  knew  it,  a  whirlwind  group  of 
young  people  from  Farmville  had  come  to 
the  platform  to  build  a  church  with  a  steeple 
—an  activity  that  required  boards,  siding, 
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notches,  sections,  a  few  knocks  and  punches, 
and  voila!  A  church! 

"If  only  it  were  that  easy,"  said  Lillian 
Grubbs  who  sat  next  to  me. 

The  offering  for  both  Home  and  Foreign 
Missions  was  taken  up  while  the  Daniels 
Chapel  Church  Adult  Choir  robustly  sang, 
"We  must  stand  united  in  one  heart  and 
mind,  in  one  accord  before  the  Lord!" 

Mr.  Knox  Riddle  of  Victory  Church  for 
the  Deaf  at  Hope  Mills 

In  a  cream-colored  suit,  Mr.  Knox  Riddle 
came  to  the  podium  to  deliver  the  keynote 
address.  As  a  deacon  at  Victory  Church  for 
the  Deaf  at  Hope  Mills,  NC,  he  used  sign 
language  which  was  interpreted  by  Dale 
Albertson  so  that  the  hearing  audience  could 
understand.  Mr.  Riddle  spoke  with  his 
hands,  thanking  all  present  for  the  opportu- 
nity to  stand  before  the  1993  Convention 
participants. 

Not  for  many  years  has  a  sign  language 
speaker  appeared  to  deliver  the  address  for 
the  evangelism  rally,  according  to  the  Rev. 
David  Hansley. 

Mr.  Riddle  told  us  about  the  evolution  of 
the  Victory  Church  for  the  Deaf,  about  his 
excitement  when  the  Free  Will  Baptists 
acquired  that  church  for  the  deaf,  about 
how  ecstatic  he  became  in  his  own  mind 
when  he  realized  what  the  Lord  had  done 
for  the  deaf. 

"I  broke  out  crying  and  became  inspired 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,"  he  exclaimed  as  his 


hand  language  became  more  animated.  "I 
really  celebrated  and  praised  the  Lord.  Our 
prayers  have  been  answered!"  he  told  us. 

"For  three  years  now,"  he  exclaimed, 
"our  dreams  have  come  true  in  the  Victory 
Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Making  our 
dreams  for  the  deaf  come  true  is  a  part  of 
home  missions.  What  can  I  say?  We  thank 
you.  We  love  you.  May  God  bless  each 
and  every  one  of  you!"  he  said  with  his 
hands  vigorously  moving.  His  sign  lan- 
guage reflected  his  emotional  intensity:  a 
joy  to  see  and  feel,  his  doing  a  reflection  of 
his  being. 

HARVEST  2000: 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Hansley  came  to  the 
platform  to  celebrate  HARVEST  2000.  "In 
our  publication,  The  Free  Will  Baptist,  the 
president  of  our  Convention,  the  Rev.  Scott 
Sowers,  said  it  is  time  that  we  as  a  church 
and  people  set  forth  challenges  and  goals, 
move  forward  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  our 
Saviour,"  Mr.  Hansley  declared. 

"The  Holy  Spirit  is  speaking  through  the 
president  of  our  Convention.  Our  church 
does  not  need  to  grow  for  numbers.  Our 
church  does  not  need  to  grow  for  ego.  Our 
church  needs  to  grow  because  so  many  are 
lost!"  exclaimed  Mr.  Hansley. 

"Amen,  amen,"  echoed  a  voice  behind 
me. 

The  Missions  Rally  was  beginning  to 
rally  voices.  I  could  feel  it  in  the  air,  hear 
it  in  the  voices,  see  it  in  the  faces. 

"Will  we  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  move 
us  to  grow?"  asked  Mr.  Hansley. 

"HARVEST  2000  came  to  me  as  a  ques- 
tion. What  am  I  going  to  do  about  what  we 
now  have  and  about  tomorrow?  For  seven 
years  I've  been  Executive  Directorof  Home 
Missions  and  Evangelism  and  I've  not  ar- 
rived to  the  point  where  we  ought  to  be  in 
seven  years.  We  have  a  challenge  as  never 
before.  Did  you  know  that  80  plus  million 
claim  no  association  with  Christianity  in 
this  country?  We  believe  these  people  are 
outside  the  body  of  Christ  and  should  be  the 
ones  the  Church  seeks  so  that  these  people 
may  be  pulled  into  the  body  of  Christ!"  he 
exclaimed. 

I  felt  electricity  crack  through  College 
Hall. 

"What  is  our  goal?"  asked  Mr.  Hansley. 
Before  I  could  catch  my  breath,  he  an- 
swered, "We  would  like  to  see  20  new 
mission  churches  by  the  year  2000!" 
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The  Rev.  A.  Graham  Lane  holds  Georgia  upside  down  (later  noting  that  Home  Missions  can  turn  a  state 
upside  down)  (photo  by  Pepper  Worthington). 


Home  Missions  Board  members  with  the  Executive  Director,  David  C.  Hansley,  (left  to  right):  Aubrey 
Williamson,  Kenneth  Littleton,  Hansley,  Carlee  Stallard,  Dean  Kennedy,  A.  Graham  Lane,  Bruce  Jones. 


"Now  that's  a  goal,"  said  one  voice  near 
me. 

"People  may  ask  me  lots  of  questions," 
added  Mr.  Hansley.  "Where  are  we  going 
to  get  laborers?  Where  are  we  going  to  get 
money?  Where  are  we  going  to  get  our 
preachers?  I  don't  have  the  answers  yet," 
he  said  undaunted. 

"But  with  HARVEST  2000  there  are 
nine  contacts  already,  and  two  contacts 
came  today.  All  I  know  is  I  have  a  yearning 
and  a  burning  to  reach  the  lost.  Our  term 
--HARVEST  2000-will  have  two  new 
words  in  three  years-HARVEST  2000 
AND  BEYOND,"  he  announced. 

"We've  got  to  set  our  goals  further.  We 
arenotlir.-.itingGod.  We've  established  13 
churches  in  North  Carolina,  six  new 
churches  in  Georgia,  two  possible  places  in 
South  Carolina,  four  more  places  in  addi- 
tion to  the  one  we  already  have  in  Florida, 
two  more  in  California,"  he  explained. 
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"We  are  able  to  start  these  churches  with 
as  little  as  $5,200.  God  has  given  us  the 
laborers  who  will  make  that  price  possible. 
God  has  put  missions  on  our  doorsteps. 
What  we  must  decide  is  to  become  commited 
and  to  respond  to  an  assignment,"  declared 
Mr.  Hansley. 

In  order  to  drive  home  his  message  like 
a  nail  in  a  new  missions  wall,  Mr.  Hansley 
pulled  out  a  sack  of  small  packs  of  Lifesav- 
ers.  With  a  flaming  smile,  he  insisted,  like 
an  Old  Testament  prophet,  "We  need  to 
raise  the  roof  of  the  church.  This  year  I'm 
giving  away  Lifesavers,  sweet  candy.  When 
you  taste  this  sweet  candy,  remember  your 
sweet  Saviour  who  calls  you  to  come  from 
your  descending  darkness  into  the  light  of 
His  transcending  truth.  We  need  you  as  a 
Harvest  helper,  as  a  Lifesaver!"  he  con- 
cluded fervently. 

The  announcement  of  the  offering  col- 
lected followed:  $21,983.09  for  Foreign 


Missions;  $22,474.36  for  Home  Missions. 

Mr.  Scott  Johnson  of  Pleasant  Grove 
Church  in  Erwin,  NC,  sang  his  song  of 
dedication,  thanking  Jesus  for  the  gift  He 
gave.  "I  am  so  glad  you  gave!"  he  sang  as 
his  voice  thanked  the  Lord  for  Jesus  and  for 
his  own  life  that  had  changed  because  Jesus 
came. 

Twilight  turned  into  darkness. 

As  I  walked  to  my  car,  I  looked  toward 
the  sky,  saw  the  autumn  stars,  heard  the 
evening  wind  whisper,  and  felt  the  linger- 
ing language  awaken  all  above,  near,  and 
within. 


Mr.  Hansley  celebrates  the  HARVEST  2000  goal . 
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The  Rev.  Bruce  Jones,  chairman  of  the  Home 
Missions  Board,  holds  the  HARVEST  2000  logo 
designed  by  Jerry  Lee  Goff  of  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Press  Foundation,  Inc. 
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THE  HARVEST  OF  HARVESTS 


Seasons  come  and  go 
in  a  universe  of  storm 
and  silence, 
night  the  side 
that  reminds  us  of 
our  need 
for  day 
and  seeds. 
In  a  universe  of  hail 
and  heat, 

what  is  the  harvest 
we  seek? 

Grain,  corn,  rice, 
and  all  the  foods 
of  harvest 
might  quench  our 
need 
for  bread, 
but  water  too  must 
flow 

to  make  us  grow. 
In  a  universe  of 
streams 
and  sheep, 

what  is  the  harvest  we  seek? 


But  if  money 

builds  buildings,  missions,  frames, 
without  the  prayer  to  hold  them  up, 
what  would  be  the  gain? 


In  a  universe  of 
stores 
and  streets, 
what  is  the 
harvest  we 
seek? 

Indeed,  the 
harvest  of  the 
year  is  one  that 
feeds  the 
WHOLE 
the  body  more 
than  one  or  ten 
--a  SOUL 
drawn  from 
descending 
darkness 
towards  tran- 
scendent Truth: 


Faith~the  SOUL's  destiny; 
Grace-the  SOUL's  victory. 


Money  might  drop 
in  silver  plates 
and  line  mission  walls 
of  wood 

newness  the  collector's  check 
to  count 

an  amount  as  good. 

In  a  universe  of  firms 

and  feats,  what  is  the  harvest  we  seek? 


In  a  universe  of  hail  and  heat, 
what  is  the  harvest  we  seek? 
The  HARVEST  of  harvests  might  be 
the  fruits,  the  seeds,  the  telling  trees 
that  bear  witness  to  ultimate  gifts: 
Faith,  Grace,  and  Peace 
none  earned 
all  learned 

the  harvest  a  mystery. 

--Pepper  Worthington 
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When  Jesus  spoke  about  stewardship,  He  called  for  a  commitment,  not  only 
of  a  person's  material  possessions  but  also  of  his  abilities  and  his  time.  All 
that  we  have  belongs  to  the  Lord;  and  for  us  to  be  good  stewards  of  that  which 
He  has  entrusted  to  us  requires  that  we  remember  the  source  of  our 
blessings. 

In  our  local  church,  the  minister,  as  well  as  the  congregation,  are  required 
to  show  evidence  of  stewardship,  regardless  of  how  much  or  how  little  we 
have  been  given.  The  Bible  speaks  to  us  when  it  says,  "What  is  it  that  is 
required  of  thee,  except  that  a  man  be  found  faithful?"  So,  regardless  of  how 
much  or  how  little  we  have,  we  must  be  faithful  in  our  resources.  The 
members  of  churches  are  reminded  that  the  support  of  the  minister  is  their 
responsibility;  and  ministers  are  reminded  that  service  to  the  church  is  their 
responsibility.  Therefore,  it  is  important  that  we  apply  our  resources,  whether 
time,  money,  or  abilities,  in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  our  maximum  effort  for 
the  Lord's  work. 

The  Minister's  Program  wants  to  help  each  church  see  and  understand  the 
needs  of  the  ministers  and  to  be  a  good  steward  over  that  which  the  Lord  has 
entrusted  in  your  care.  More  than  anything,  when  God  calls  a  person  into  the 
ministry,  we  want  Free  Will  Baptists  to  have  a  place  and  a  plan  for  his  service 
which  will  allow  both  the  minister  and  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will 
Baptists  to  grow  in  knowledge  and  service  to  the  Lord. 


OCTOBER  IS  MINISTER'S  PROGRAM  MONTH. 
The  FWB  Minister's  Program 
Box  39 
Ayden,  NC  28513 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


ALBEMARLE  CONFERENCE 
TO  MEET 

The  Albemarle  Conference  will  meet 
with  Sound  Side  Church,  Columbia,  NC, 
on  October  6.  The  Conference  speaker  will 
be  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Burns.  The  Rev.  Robert 
M.  May  serves  as  moderator  of  the  Confer- 
ence. All  churches  are  encouraged  to  rep- 
resent and  ministers  are  urged  to  attend  the 
annual  Conference. 

ALBEMARLE  WOMEN  TO  MEET 

The  Albemarle  District  Woman's  Aux- 
iliary Convention  will  meet  in  Plymouth  at 
First  Church  on  Saturday,  October  9.  Reg- 
istration will  begin  at  9:45  a.m.  The  theme 
will  be  "Rekindle  the  Time,"  with  2  Timo- 
thy 1 :3-7  serving  as  the  Convention  Scrip- 
ture. Phoebe  Davenport  will  bring  the 
morning  message  and  there  will  be  special 
music  by  the  host  church. 

CAPE  FEAR  AUXILIARY 
CONVENTION 

The  Cape  Fear  Woman's  Auxiliary  will 
convene  on  October  13  with  First  Church, 
Goldsboro.  The  theme  for  the  day  will  be 
"Glorify  Thy  Name  for  Evermore"  and 
Psalm  86:12  will  serve  as  the  theme  Scrip- 
ture. 

The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 
9:30  --Registration 
10:00     -Hymn,  "Glory  to  His  Name" 
—Devotion,  Sharlene  Howell, 

Goldsboro  Church 
--Welcome,  Host  Church 
—Response,  Joyce  Brown, 
Smithfield  Church 
-Greetings,  Claudette  Lane,  Presi- 
dent 

—Chorus,  "Gorify  Thy  Name" 
-Report  of  Ministries:  "Glorify 
Thy  Name  by  Supporting" 
Foreign  Missions 
Home  Missions 
Children's  Home 
Mount  Olive  College 
Free  Will  Baptist  Press 
Retirement  Homes 
Cragmont 
The  Youth 
11:15     -Hymn,  "To  God  Be  the  Glory" 
—Offering 

—Special  Music,  Host  Church 
—Convention  Message,  the  Rev. 
Harold  Jones,  Foreign  Missions 


-Hymn,  "O  Worship  the  King" 
12:00  -Lunch 

1 :00     -Hymn,"Praise  Him,  Praise  Him" 
—Life  Membership  Award 

1:20     —Miscellaneous  Business 

—Hymn,  "My  Jesus,  1  Love  Thee" 

2:00  -Adjournment 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
TO  MEET 

Camp  Vandemere  will  be  the  host  for  the 
98th  Annual  Session  of  the  Eastern  Confer- 
ence on  October  21 .  The  theme  for  the  day 
will  be  "Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord  Con- 
cerning Stewardship."  Camp  Vandemere 
will  be  launching  its  25th  Anniversary  Cel- 
ebration at  the  Conference.  Each  church  is 
urged  to  bring  a  Silver  Anniversary  offer- 
ing for  the  Camp,  which  will  be  presented 
at  a  special  time  in  the  morning  session. 

The  following  committees  have  been 
appointed  to  serve  at  this  session:  Nominat- 
ing—the Revs.  Dr.  David  Hines,  Emmitt 
Jones,  Joe  Ard;  Resolutions— the  Rev.  Chris 
Singleton,  Dan  Jordan,  Jeff  Daughtry. 

Proposed  constitutional  amendments  in- 
volve the  changes  necessary  for  the  Eastern 
Conference  to  meet  on  one  day  instead  of 
two  days.  Also,  at  the  request  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  Missions  Board,  the  Executive 
Committee  will  be  recommending  that  the 
Conference  Missions  Board  be  dissolved, 
and  that  will  also  require  amendments  to 
the  Constitution. 

The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 
9:00  —Registration 
10:00     -Devotions,  Mr.  Tom  Holt 
10:05     -Conference  Called  to  Order, 
Dr.  Tommy  Benson,  Confer- 
ence Clerk 
—Welcome,  Mr.  L.  R.  Caroon, 
Camp  Vandemere  Board 
Chairman 

10:15     —Moderator's  Address,  the  Rev. 

Adrian  Grubbs 
10:25     -Partial  Report  of  the  Creden- 
tials Committee 
-Recognize  and  Welcome 

Visitors 
—Constitutional  Amendments 
—Camp  Vandemere  Silver 
Anniversary  Offering 
10:40     -Report  of  Camp  Vandemere, 

the  Rev.  Ralph  Sumner 
11:00     —Morning  Worship,  Ministerial 
Examining  Board 


—Conference  Offering 
—Sermon 
12:00     —Lunch  and  Fellowship 

1:00     —Memorial  Service,  Memorial 
Committee 

1:10      —Denominational  Ministries  Re- 
port, the  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman, 
Executive  Administrator 

1 :30     —Report  of  Home  Missions,  the 
Rev.  Harry  Jones 

1 :35      -Report  of  the  Eastern  District 
Woman's  Auxiliary,  Mrs.  Hap- 
py Taylor 

1 :40     —Report  of  the  Examining  Board 

1:50     —Report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee 

2:00     —Committee  Reports 

Digest  Committee 
Treasurer 

Resolutions  Committee 
Nominating  Committee 
Credentials  Committee, 
Final  Report 
2:30     —General  Business  Session 

SERVICES  PLANNED  AT  SMYRNA 

Homecoming  services  are  scheduled  for 
October  3  at  Smyrna  Church,  Cape  Fear 
Conference,  located  on  Highway  96  south 
of  Meadow  School. 

Services  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  with  Sun- 
day School. 

During  the  11  o'clock  service,  the  an- 
nual Harvest  Offering  to  the  Lord  will  be 
taken  and  the  Rev.  Pete  Norris  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Stevens  Chapel  Church  and  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  will  bring  the  Homecom- 
ing message. 

Lunch  and  fellowship  will  follow  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

God's  Creation  will  sing  during  a 
singspiration,  scheduled  to  begin  at  1:30 
p.m.,  following  lunch. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Petit,  and 
the  church  membership  extend  a  cordial 
welcome  to  all  to  attend,  especially  all 
members,  former  members,  and  pastors. 

YOUTH  GATHERING  SCHEDULED 

There  will  be  a  "youth  gathering"  on 
Saturday  evening,  October  16,  at  First 
Church,  Wilson.  Skits,  games,  and  fellow- 
ship will  begin  the  afternoon's  activities  at 
4.  Supper  will  be  served  at  5:30.  The  youth 
and  their  sponsors  will  gather  for  a  time  of 
worship  at  7.  The  planned  service  includes 
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drama,  chalk  drawing,  special  music,  and  a 
devotional  by  David  Ealy.  David  is  an 
employee  of  Cragmont  Assembly,  Black 
Mountain,  NC. 

All  young  people,  their  sponsors,  and 
pastors  are  invited  to  attend  this  special 
evening,  in  particular  those  who  partici- 
pated in  Youth  Frontier  Conference/YFA 
Week  at  Cragmont  this  summer.  Because 
of  the  meal,  it  is  important  that  the  number 
of  those  who  plan  to  attend  be  related  to  the 
Rev.  Frankie  Baggett  by  October  13.  He 
can  be  reached  by  phoning  him  at  1-919- 
291-3061  or  1-919-291-6446. 

MARLBORO  PLANS  SERVICES 

Marlboro  Church,  located  on  Highway 
264-A,  Farmville,  has  scheduled  a  series  of 
revival  services  for  October  17-20.  The 
Rev.  Franklin  Baggett  will  serve  as  the 
guest  evangelist.  Mr.  Baggett  is  the  associ- 
ate pastor  of  First  Church,  Wilson.  The 
services  will  begin  at  7  on  Sunday  evening 
and  at  7:30  Monday  through  Wednesday 
nights. 

The  church  membership  will  celebrate 
their  annual  Homecoming  on  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 24.  The  day's  activities  will  begin 
with  an  early  worship  at  8:30.  Sunday 
School,  which  begins  at  9:45,  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service.  Lunch 
will  be  spread  during  the  noon  hour.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  there  will  be  a  memorial 
service  and  singspiration. 

The  Rev.  W.  Scott  Sowers,  pastor,  and 
the  church  congregation  cordially  invite 
everyone  to  join  them  for  these  activities. 

FREE  UNION  TO  CELEBRATE 
150th  ANNIVERSARY 

Free  Union  Church,  Route  2, 
Walstonburg,  will  observe  its  150th  Anni- 
versary on  Sunday,  November  7,  during 
the  morning  worship  service.  A  former 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  will  bring  the 
morning  message. 

The  church  was  organized  on  November 
3, 1843,  in  the  Free  Union  Meeting  House. 
It  is  believed  that  worship  services  were 
conducted  in  the  meeting  house  for  several 
years  prior  to  the  formal  organization  of  the 
church.  Elder  James  Utley  presided  at  the 
organizational  meeting  and  the  first  pastor 
was  Elder  James  Moore,  one  of  the  most 
able  and  highly  respected  pastors  of  that 
day.  Elder  Moore  served  as  pastor  of  the 
church  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

Free  Union  Church 
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Free  Union  has  served  families  in  the 
community  and  surrounding  areas  as  their 
church  home  for  seven  generations.  Many 
families  trace  their  Christian  heritage  back 
to  the  organizers  of  the  church.  Church 
records  indicate  that  prior  to  the  Civil  War, 
the  Christian  slave  owners  carried  their 
slaves  to  church  with  them,  and  they  were 
accepted  as  church  members.  The  slaves 
continued  to  worship  at  Free  Union  until 
they  were  able  to  organize  their  own 
churches. 

As  the  church  grew,  the  congregation 
renovated  and  enlarged  the  church  to  ac- 
commodate the  needs  for  Sunday  School 
and  church  services.  The  renovations  were 
done  by  church  members,  and  the  members 
also  furnished  the  materials  for  the  building 
projects. 

During  the  time  of  the  Depression  and 
scarcity  of  money,  the  church  members 
used  creative  waysof  supporting  the  church 


through  tithes  and  offerings,  such  as:  eggs, 
produce,  chicken,  hogs,  and  "God's  Acre," 
an  acre  of  crop  designated  for  the  building 
projects. 

In  1948,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick  became 
pastor  of  the  church  and  served  as  pastor  for 
thirty  years.  During  Mr.  Patrick's  first  year 
as  pastor,  church  services  were  increased 
from  the  first  Sunday  in  the  month  to  the 
first  and  third  Sundays  in  each  month. 

During  the  1 950s,  God  blessed  the  church 
and  community  with  a  large  youth  group. 
In  an  effort  to  encourage  children  to  partici- 
pate in  church  activities,  a  Children's  Choir 
and  Youth  Choir  were  organized  and  a 
special  Saturday  in  June  was  designated  as 
"Children's  Day."  Children  of  all  ages 
would  participate  in  the  church  program  in 
the  morning,  following  by  "dinner  on  the 
grounds,"  and  games  in  the  afternoon. 

The  church  continued  to  g.'ow  and  the 
congregation  saw  the  need  for  the  pastor  to 
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live  in  the  community.  In  1952,  a  parson- 
age was  built  and  the  church  began  a  full- 
time  ministry.  The  church  had  a  member- 
ship of  407  at  this  time. 

God  richly  blessed  the  church;  there  was 
a  need  to  build  a  new  sanctuary.  Again, 
church  members  freely  donated  time,  la- 
bor, and  materials,  as  well  as  their  tithes  and 
offerings,  to  build  the  sanctuary.  Construc- 
tion on  the  building  began  in  1955  and  the 
first  service  was  held  in  the  sanctuary  on 
Easter  Sunday,  April  12,  1958,  with  500 
people  in  attendance.  This  service  was 
followed  by  a  revival  conducted  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  revival,  forty-four 
members  were  added  to  the  church.  On 
Sunday,  December  7, 1958,  the  church  was 
dedicated. 

As  church  activities  increased  and  the 
needs  of  the  church  became  greater,  there 
was  a  need  to  build  a  fellowship  building. 
The  building  was  completed  in  1973. 

Music  has  always  been  a  vital  part  of 
Free  Union  Church.  In  1977,  a  steeple  and 
chimes  were  installed.  The  steeple  is  a 
beacon  of  light  to  the  community  and  the 
chimes  send  forth  a  ministry  of  music.  The 


church  has  been  blessed  with  dedicated, 
talented  members  who  willingly  give  their 
time  and  talents  for  the  music  program.  The 
Chancel  Choir  and  Men's  Chorus  have 
performed  for  other  churches  and  activities 
in  the  community. 

Free  Union  Church  is  committed  to  serve 
the  congregation.  This  commitment  is  ful- 
filled through  a  variety  of  programs  and 
activities.  The  church  has  a  strong  Sunday 
School  program,  youth  groups,  Cub  and 
Boy  Scout  programs,  Layman's  League, 
circles,  and  Woman's  Auxiliary.  Recently, 
a  senior  citizens  group,  "The  Silver 
Threads,"  was  organized  and  a  Children's 
Church  and  Junior  Church  programs  have 
been  implemented. 

Free  Union  Church  has  given  Christian 
guidance  and  direction  to  the  church  family 
and  community  for  150  years.  The  church 
strives  to  minister  to  the  spiritual  and  physi- 
cal needs  of  the  community. 

The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Philip  R.  Wood,  and 
congregation  invite  you  to  attend  this  1 50th 
Anniversary  on  Sunday,  November  7,  at 
the  1 1  a.  m.  worship  service  and  stay  for 
"dinner  on  the  grounds."  Dress,  as  they  did 
in  the  1840s,  is  optional. 
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SPECIAL  DEDICATION  SERVICE 
AT  FREE  UNION  CHURCH 

On  Sunday,  May  23,  the  members  of 
Free  Union  Church,  Spring  Hope,  had  a 
special  dedication  service  for  their  new 
playground,  "Hazel's  Corner."  The  play- 
ground equipment  was  given  in  memory  of 
Miss  Hazel  Edwards,  better  known  as  "Aunt 
Hazel." 

Aunt  Hazel  taught  the  preschool  class  at 
Free  Union  Church  for  over  30  years.  She 
never  had  children  of  her  own,  but  all  of  her 
students  were  her  children,  and  some  of  her 
students  are  now  Sunday  School  teachers  at 
Free  Union. 

To  her  family,  the  members  of  Free 
Union  Church  would  like  to  say  a  special 
thank  you  for  allowing  Aunt  Hazel's  love 
to  continue  to  touch  the  lives  of  the  children 
at  Free  Union  Church. 

A  FAREWELL  RECEPTION 

submitted  by  the  Ladies  Night  Circle 
The  Ladies  Night  Circle  of  the  Pine 
Level  Church  was  host  to  a  Farewell  Re- 
ception in  honor  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald 
A.  Coates  and  their  children  on  July  11, 
1993.  Mr.  Coates  left  as  pastor  of  the 
church  on  July  18.  He  and  Mrs.  Coates  had 
faithfully  served  thechurch  for  twelve  years. 
They  moved  to  Pine  Level  from  south  Geor- 
gia in  1981. 

The  reception  was  held  in  the  fellowship 
building,  The  Christian  Life  Center,  which 
was  beautifully  decorated  with  greenery 
and  candles.  Refreshments  were  served  by 
the  Ladies  Night  Circle.  Various  couples 
greeted  the  guests  and  said  good-byes.  Pi- 
ano and  instrumental  music  was  played 
during  the  reception.  Videos  were  made 
and  pictures  taken  to  record  the  memorable 
occasion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  reception,  gifts 
were  presented  to  the  Coates  Family  from 
the  church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coates  were 
given  an  eight-place  setting  of  "Blue  Wil- 
low" fine  china.  Mr.  Coates  was  also  pre- 
sented a  ball  point  pen  with  his  name  en- 
graved on  it.  Each  of  the  children,  Mat- 
thew, Jordan,  Ashley,  and  Austin,  received 
a  ceramic  church  produced  by  Colonial 
Village  Co.  as  a  reminder  of  the  years  they 
spent  with  the  Pine  Level  Church  family. 
The  churches,  which  are  beige  stone,  are 
similar  in  looks  to  the  Pine  Level  Church. 
Many  gifts  were  given  by  individuals  of  the 
church.  All  the  gifts  were  put  on  display  for 
the  guests  to  view. 
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An  engraved  Baldwin  brass  candle  holder 
was  given  to  the  church  by  the  reception 
committee  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coates. 

On  July  18,  the  Youth  Sunday  School, 
directed  by  Stephanie  Green,  gave  a  party 
for  the  Coates  children  during  the  Sunday 
School  hour.  The  fellowship  hall  was  deco- 
rated with  balloons  which  were  later  given 
to  the  children.  A  large  banner  hung  on  one 
wall  that  stated,  "We  will  miss  you  and  we 
love  you."  Another  wall  had  a  large  poster 
with  pictures  of  the  Coates  children  and 
other  children  of  the  church  that  had  been 
taken  at  various  church-related  activities 
during  the  past  twelve  years.  Gifts  were 
given  to  the  children  and  pictures  were 
taken.  Refreshments  were  served  to  the 
approximately  fifty  children  and  leaders  in 
attendance. 

Mr.  Coates'  last  message  was  on  July  18, 
at  the  11  o'clock  service.  He  preached  a 
dynamic  message  and  presented  a  charge  to 
his  large  congregation  on  what  he  hoped  to 
hear  from  the  Pine  Level  Church  in  the 
future.  His  sermon,  entitled  "Hearing  from 
You,"  was  taken  from  Philippians  1 :27-28. 
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During  the  impressive  service,  Mr.  Coates 
baptized  five  people,  two  of  which  were  his 
own  children,  Matthew  and  Ashley.  Two 
other  people  were  received  into  the  church 
by  letter  of  transfer.  The  service  was  very 
emotional  and  tearful  as  his  members  bid 
them  good-bye  and  wished  them  well  in  the 
future.  They  will  continue  to  live  near 
Smithfield. 

The  Young  Adults  Class  that  he  orga- 
nized soon  after  he  came  to  Pine  Level  in 
1981,  renamed  their  Sunday  School  class 
"The  Coates  Class"  in  his  honor.  Mr. 
Coates  was  also  the  teacher  of  the  class  for 
twelve  years.  The  class  has  approximately 
forty  young  adults  in  it. 

Much  progress  was  made  under  Mr. 
Coates'  leadership.  During  his  twelve  years 
as  pastor,  there  were  sixty-one  new  mem- 
bers added  to  the  church  family.  Forty-one 
came  by  profession  of  faith  and  twenty  by 
transfer  of  letter.  He  performed  forty-two 
baptisms,  twenty-nine  weddings,  twenty- 
eight  baby  dedications,  and  sixty-four  fu- 
nerals. Forty-seven  of  the  funerals  were 
church  members,  twenty-eight  active  and 


nineteen  inactive. 

In  1991,  the  church  was  completly  reno- 
vated inside.  Mr.  Coates  and  his  Sunday 
School  class  were  mainly  responsible  for 
the  renovation  of  the  upstairs  of  the  educa- 
tional building  and  the  nursery,  along  with 
helping  with  the  renovation  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coates  will  be  deeply 
missed  from  the  many  services  and  events 
they  helped  organize  and  participated  in. 
"Family  Nights,"  which  are  held  the  first 
Wednesday  night  in  each  month,  are  a 
highlight  of  the  church.  The  services  begin 
with  a  meal  and  then  each  age  group  holds 
its  meeting. 

Some  of  the  events  that  have  been  tradi- 
tion during  their  leadership  are  special 
messages  during  Advent,  the  Christmas 
cantata,  an  outdoor  Christmas  pageant, 
Poinsettia  Sunday,  the  beautiful  Christmas 
decorations,  the  Good  Friday  Service,  Palm 
Sunday  (with  the  younger  youth),  the  Val- 
entine Banquet,  and  Ladies  Sunday.  He 
started  the  tape  ministry  to  the  shut-ins  and 
the  "Good  Shepherd"  program  for  the  dea- 
cons with  the  church  families. 

Mr.  Coates  worked  with  all  phases  of  the 
youth  work.  He  had  a  Youth  Sermon  every 
week.  There  are  approximately  fifty  young 
children  in  the  church  now.  He  was  leader 
of  the  YFA  group.  Last  Easter,  he  directed 
the  older  youth  in  an  Easter  pageant.  He 
was  active  in  the  Bible  School. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coates  sang  in  the 
choir,  and  provided  solos,  duets,  and  group 
music.  Mr.  Coates  also  played  the  guitar. 

The  Wednesday  night  prayer  meeting 
services  and  Sunday  night  services  were 
very  special.  Although  the  groups  who 
attended  were  small,  those  were  some  of 
the  most  meaningful  ones  held.  Mr.  Coates 
asked  his  members  to  come  to  the  front  of 
the  sanctuary  to  hold  hands  and  form  a 
circle  of  love  for  each  other  while  they  were 
dismissed  with  prayer. 

Pine  Level  Church  was  richly  blessed 
through  their  ministry.  There  will  always 
be  a  special  place  in  the  heart  of  the  church 
for  the  Coates  Family. 

YOUTH  RECOGNIZED 

On  Sunday,  August  9,  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  Beaverdam  Church,  Pee  Dee 
Association,  recognized  some  of  its  youth 
for  outstanding  achievement. 

Plagues  were  given  to  the  AFC  Bible 
Bowl  Team  members,  which  played  five 
games  to  acquire  first  place  at  the  State 
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Youth  Convention  in  May. 

Team  members  are  Mark  McPherson, 
Charles  Godwin,  Miranda  Hinson,  and  Josh 
Barnes.  Awards  were  presented  by  the 
Rev.  Jackie  Godwin,  pastor. 


For  outstanding  achievement  in  Bible 
Bowl  preliminaries,  Matthew  Barnes  re- 
ceived a  trophy. 

Beaverdam's  YFA  Team  also  won  the 
preliminaries  and  went  on  to  win  the  State 
Bible  Bowl  Competition.  Members  of  the 
team  are  Michael  McPherson,  Shonna 
McPherson,  Sharon  Simmons,  and  Scott 
Simmons. 

The  AFC  awards  their  most  outstanding 
member  each  year.  This  person  acquires 
points  through  the  year  by  attending  meet- 
ings and  project  activities,  fund  raising, 
bringing  his/her  Bible  to  meetings,  and 
other  such  merits.  This  year's  outstanding 
AFC  girl  is  Ashley  McKeithan;  Jonathan 
Mercer  is  the  outstanding  boy. 

UNION  CHAPEL  ENJOYS  VBS 

submitted  by  Brenda  Whitford 
Union  Chapel  Church,  Plymouth,  was 
transformed  into  Noah's  Zoo-rriffic  Ark 
Park  July  26-30  for  Vacation  Bible  School. 
But  work  began  weeks  before  VBS  started. 
Church  members,  with  Pastor  Everette 
Harper,  added  a  wooden  structure  to  the 
front  of  the  church  to  resemble  the  ancient 
ark.  Entrance  to  the  church  was  now  the 
entrance  to  Noah's  ark.  Rebie  Harper  pro- 
vided many  patterns  for  animals  and  church 
members  donated  plywood.  Pastor  Harper 
cut  out  over  fifty  wooden  animals.  Again, 
church  members  came  together  to  help,  this 
time  ranging  in  age  from  9  to  70;  and  for  the 
next  several  days  the  wooden  animals  were 
painted. 

Now  with  the  ark  completed  and  the 
animals  gathering  by  twos  in  the  church 


Top:  The  AFC  Bible  Bowl  Team  of  Beaverdam  Church;  bottom:  the  YFA  Team. 


yard,  work  on  the  inside  began.  Still  more 
volunteers  painted  two  flags  for  each  class 
—  one  with  the  mascot  and  one  with  the 
class  name.  Hundreds  of  stuffed  animals 
began  to  fill  the  sanctuary.  Each  teacher 
carried  out  the  animal  mascot  theme  through 


his  or  her  room.  The  Kindergarten  Class, 
with  Molly  Macaw,  even  had  a  live  bird! 
The  animal  theme  was  even  carried  out  in 
some  of  the  crafts.  One  church  member 
made  a  Noah's  Ark  flag  that  was  mounted 
on  the  front  of  the  ark. 
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The  teachers  and  helpers,  wearing  their 
"animal"  shirts,  were  ready  for  VBS  to 
begin!  Young  and  old  began  to  enter  the 
ark.  They  came  by  twos,  threes,  and  some- 
times more!  This  year's  attendance  ex- 
ceeded last  year's  record  on  the  first  night, 
with  78  attending.  The  following  night's 
attendance  exceeded  100  and  continued  to 
grow  to  116  by  Friday  night.  An  offering 
exceeding  $300  was  collected  in  pennies, 
nickels,  dimes,  and  quarters,  and  given  to 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Retirement  Homes 
ministry.  Noah  (a.k.a.  Everette  Harper) 
came  and  talked  with  the  VBS  students 
about  the  ark  and  God's  promise. 

Each  night,  the  students  participated  in  a 
contest.  They  were  asked  to  dress  with  silly 
socks,  crazy  hats,  mismatched  clothes,  or  to 
resemble  an  animal.  They  also  earned 
points  each  night,  and  at  Friday  night's 
Commencement  trophies,  provided  by  the 
Men's  Fellowship,  were  awarded  to  the 
winners.  Puppets  asked  the  students  each 
night  to  tell  about  that  night's  lesson  and 
were  a  big  hit  with  the  kids! 

Winners  of  the  VBS  trophies  were:  Pre- 
school—Emily Hawkins,  first  place;  Daniel 
Vann,  Hunter  Boyd,  John  Swain,  second 
place;  Elizabeth  Rawls,  Joy  Beth  Askew, 
third  place;  Kindergarten-Brandon  Bowen, 
first  place;  Ashley  Britt,  second  place;  Gen- 
esis Hardison,  third  place;  Primary— Daniel 
Bowen,  first  place;  Jessica  Duzan,  second 
place;  Mark  Trube,  third  place;  Middlers— 
Jessica  Moon,  first  place;  Kari  Potter,  Ralph 
Martin,  second  place;  Paige  Martin,  third 
place;  Juniors  -Angela  Machado,  first  place; 
Jessica  Swain,  second  place;  Blake  Trube, 
Douglas  Mead,  third  place;  Youth— Maria 
Avery,  first  place;  Christina  Walker, 
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second  place;  Erin  Ellis,  third  place;  Adults 
-Maxine  Bowen,  first  place;  Byrum  Will- 
iams, second  place;  Mike  Atamanchuk,  third 
place. 

But  even  with  all  the  hard  work,  coop- 
eration, and  preparation,  this  year's  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School's  success  is  measured  in 
another  way.  Sunday,  August  1,  four  new 
converts  were  baptized!  Thanks  to  God  for 
the  ark-then  and  now! 


POWHATAN  CHURCH  HONORS 
DWIGHT  STEPHENSON 


Dwight  Stephenson 


Sunday,  August  8,  Powhatan  Church, 
Clayton,  NC,  honored  Dwight  Stephenson 
with  an  all-day  service  with  lunch  at  noon. 
At  1:30,  we  gathered  in  the  sanctuary  for  a 
tribute  to  him  for  55  years  on  the  Deacon 
Board.  He  served  19  years  at  St.  Mary's 
Grove  Church,  Route  3,  Benson,  NC,  and 
36  years  at  Powhatan. 

Mr.  Dwight  resigned  the  Board  due  to 
declining  health.  He  will  remain  an  honor- 
ary deacon  for  life. 

Dwight  has  been  married  to  the  former 
Ethel  Coats  for  60  1/2  years.  They  have 
three  children:  Vahnis  S.  O'Neal  of  Cary, 
NC,  Lloyd  Dwight  Stephenson  Jr.  of  Selma, 
NC,  and  Stephen  C.  Stephenson  of  Clayton, 
NC. 

Those  speaking  included:  Mable  Carroll 
for  each  of  the  twelve  members  of  the 
"Power  Light"  Sunday  School  Class;  Janet 
Jones  gave  an  example  of  the  life  he  has 
lived  and  passed  on  to  all  that  know  him  and 
the  community  around  him.  The  other 
deacons  made  remarks  of  his  good  works. 


His  three  children  told  of  the  influence 
he  has  had  on  them  and  said  if  they  were 
told  there  was  only  one  Christian  on  earth, 
they  would  say  his  name  was  Dwight 
Stephenson.  One  said  they  had  never  heard 
their  Daddy  say  a  curse  word,  a  slang  word, 
or  even  raise  his  voice  to  a  stubborn  mule 
that  plowed  up  a  row  of  beans.  One  said  she 
thought  the  man  could  walk  on  water. 

The  deacons  and  their  wives  sang  "Just 
a  Closer  Walk  with  Thee,"  directed  by 
Barbara  Barbour.  Barbara  sang  "The  Hand 
of  the  Lord"  and  read  the  poem,  "The 
Christian  Gentleman." 

One  highlight  of  the  occasion  was  Roger 
Hill,  who  presented  a  white  towel  for  keep- 
ing his  hands  clean  to  go  along  with  his  pure 
heart  that's  filled  with  love,  and  a  pair  of 
old  scuffed-up  walking  shoes  for  the  straight 
and  narrow  way  and  for  kicking  stumbling 
blocks  out  of  the  way. 

The  Rev.  C.  M.  Coats,  a  former  pastor  of 
Powhatan  Church,  spoke  of  Dwight's  work 
on  the  Deacon  Board  while  he  was  pastor 
there.  Many  others  spoke  also. 

Ethel  Stephenson  read  letters  from  Cyrus 
Coats,  Eula  Coats,  and  Helen  Floyd,  who 
were  unable  to  attend  themselves.  Ethel 
then  sang  "Heaven's  Sounding  Sweeter" 
and  dedicated  it  to  her  family. 

The  congregation  sang  "Blest  Be  the 
Tie"  and  J .  C.  Bli  nson  dismissed  with  prayer. 

B.  C.  (Bunk)  Cole  was  narrator. 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL  HELD 

Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at 
Smyrna  Church,  Cape  Fear  Conference, 
August  11-15.  The  theme,  "Of  All  God's 
Creatures  Great  and  Small,  Jesus  Loves 
You  Most  of  All,"  taught  participants  that 
each  individual  is  special  and  unique  to 
God.  Lessons  were  taught  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday  nights  focusing  on 
stories  from  the  Bible  where  God  used 
animals  to  teach  man  lessons.  The  Wednes- 
day night  lesson  was  about  Noah  and  the 
ark,  and  the  church  was  decorated  with  a 
large  ark  scene,  complete  with  a  mountain, 
rainbow,  and  a  rock  altar  symbolizing  the 
altar  Noah  built  to  God  after  the  flood. 
Stuffed  animals  were  used  to  represent  the 
many  different  types  of  animals  in  God's 
universe.  The  children  were  asked  to  bring 
their  own  stuffed  animals  from  home  to  add 
to  the  ark  scene  throughout  the  week.  In 
keeping  with  the  theme,  everyone  visited 
the  Museum  of  Natural  Life  and  Science  in 
Durham  on  Saturday. 
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A  commencement  service  followed  on 
Sunday  night  and  those  in  attendance  were 
entertained  by  "Buttons,"  a  Christian  clown 
who  taught  Scripture  through  fun  and  ac- 
tion. 

"Buttons"  made  animal  balloons  for  the 
children  during  the  refreshment  and  fel- 
lowship hour  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  members  of  Smyrna  Church  were 
pleased  to  have  53  children  to  attend,  with 
more  than  95%  having  perfect  attendance; 
17  of  those  attending  were  visitors. 

Dianne  McConnell  served  as  director. 

WA  REORGANIZES  CIRCLES  AND 
INSTALLS  NEW  OFFICERS 

More  than  50  members  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary  of  First  Church,  Wilson,  met  on 
August  31  for  the  final  meeting  of  the 
church  year  1992-93.  Reorganization  of 
circles  was  handled  at  this  meeting,  as  well 
as  the  installation  of  officers  for  the  next 
two  years. 

An  inspiring  devotional  program  was 
given  by  Mrs.  Hilda  Sasser,  who  also  led  in 
the  installation  of  officers.  Using  the  ser- 
vice theme  and  presenting  symbolic  hand- 
made crosses,  Mrs.  Sasser  read  individual 
responsibilities  and  challenged  each  of- 
ficer to  be  the  best  that  she  could  be  in 
fulfilling  her  duties. 
Officers  installed  were: 

President,  Eunice  Boykin 
Vice  President,  Gwen  Ferrell 
Secretary,  Becky  Latham 
Assistant  Secretary,  Agnes  Vester 
Corresponding  Secretary,  Jewel 

Smith 
Treasurer,  Nona  Pope 
Assistant  Treasurer,  Fannie  Lee 

Dickerson 
Missions  Chairman,  Florence 

Skinner 
Children's  Home  Chairman, 

Burmie  Bass 
Superannuation  Chairman,  Nancy 

Matthew 
Program/Prayer  Chairman,  Alta 
Howell 

Study  Course  Chairman,  Sandra 
Pearson 

Youth  Chairman,  Eleanor  Sullivan 
Auxiliary  Pianists,  Sandra 

Pearson,  Martha 

Etheridge 

Our  Auxiliary  is  veiy  pleased  that  it 
could  increase  the  number  of  circles  from 
five  to  six  to  accommodate  the  women  in 
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our  church  who  are  active  in  this  ministry. 


Wilson  Church  recently  reorganized  its  circles 
and  installed  officers  for  the  upcoming  two  years. 
Mrs.  Hilda  Sasser,  left,  was  the  installing  officer; 
Mrs.  Eunice  Boykin,  right,  is  the  president. 

The  reorganized  circles  and  new  chair- 
men are: 

Day,  Lillian  Lamm 
Day,  Valeria  Beddingfield 
Day,  Burmie  Bass 
Night,  Brenda  Laws 
Night,  Nancy  Matthews 
Night,  Florence  Skinner 

PEE  DEE  WOMEN  TO  MEET 

The  Woman's  Auxiliary  Convention  of 
the  Pee  Dee  Association  will  meet  on  Octo- 
ber 2  at  Cypress  Creek  Church.  The  theme 
of  the  Convention  is  "The  Harvest  Is  Near; 
What  Kind  of  Seeds  Are  We  Sowing?" 
Matthew  13:37  will  be  the  theme  Scripture. 

The  scheduled  program  is  as  follows: 

Hymn,  "Bringing  in  the  Sheaves" 

Devotions,  Faye  Bryant 

Welcome,  Jimmie  Taylor 

Response,  Louise  Cartrette 

Song,  "Rescue  the  Perishing" 

Offering 

President's  Remarks:  Jan  Smith 
Special  Music,  Cypress  Creek  Youth 
Secretary's  Report,  Barbara  Bryan 
Treasurer's  Report,  Avary  Brisson 
Business 

Chairmen's  Reports 
Message,  the  Rev.  Tommy  Bryson,  pas- 
tor, Cypress  Creek  Church 


NEWS  FROM  INDIA  AND  NEPAL 
by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  report  the 
progress  our  church  denomination  is  achiev- 
ing so  rapidly!  As  we  witness  the  accom- 
plishments, we  cannot  claim  that  it  is  due  to 
our  own  labors,  though  we  may  be  a  small 
part  thereof.  We  know  for  sure  that  it  is 
because  of  the  earnest  prayers  of  our  coun- 
terparts in  North  Carolina,  with  whose  ini- 
tiatives and  financial  assistance  we  have 
been  able  to  launch  His  mission  in  these 
lands.  We  all  are  His  crusaders  in  some 
way  or  the  other  in  sharing  this  great  task  of 
saving  humanity  from  condemnation. 

Our  schools  pioneered  themselves  in 
imparting  quality  education  to  the  students 
of  elementary  schools,  as  well  as  in  Junior 
High  Schools.  Most  of  our  children  who 
appeared  in  the  Government  Examination 
of  Class  VIII  have  passed.  The  enrollment 
in  our  schools  is  always  on  the  rise;  but  due 
to  limited  classrooms,  we  have  to  disap- 
point many,  turning  them  away.  We  hope 
that  God  will  open  some  ways  that  we  may 
be  able  to  build  more  than  at  present.  Schools 
involve  our  great  interest  as  they  are  the 
stepping  stones  of  our  ministry.  It  is  worth- 
while to  express  at  this  point  that  our  mis- 
sion is  pioneering  in  winning  lost  souls  in 
comparison  to  other  churches  which  claim 
to  be  major  churches.  On  the  tip  of  every 
tongue  in  Northern  India,  the  only  name 
among  the  living  and  witnessing  churches 
is  our  church.  However,  it  is  not  a  matter  to 
be  proud  of,  but  one  to  cause  us  to  thank  the 
Lord  for  using  us  so  effectively  according 
to  His  grace  and  guidance. 

Our  churches  all  around  are  second  to 
none  in  witnessing,  preaching,  and  sharing 
the  glad  tidings  with  the  people  of  other 
faiths.  The  response  is  very  encouraging, 
that  even  large  families  of  orthodox  pagans 
are  being  transformed  in  the  faith  of  our 
Redeemer  and  are  living  examples  for  oth- 
ers who  still  remain  to  be  blessed  with 
eternal  life. 
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Our  deacon,  Vijai  Dutt,  the  gentleman  in  charge  over  all  the  work  in  Nepal,  recently 
reported  that  efforts  were  made  by  the  State  to  confront  the  good  work  being  done  by  our 
church,  which  is  now  a  normal  situation.  We  cannot  deny  that  the  Christian  work  does  not 
go  without  trials;  we  should  stand  up  to  it  in  order  that  stability  might  be  achieved.  Nowhere 
is  the  work  of  the  Lord  without  problems. 


COMMISSIONING  SERVICE 

by  Mrs.  Rosana  Briones 


God  is  good  to  all  His  children,  those  who  trust  in  Him  and  follow  His  command- 
ments and  obey. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  Philip- 
pines, in  Puerto  Princesa  City,  Palawan, 
Philippines,  conducted  a  commissioning 
service  on  July  5, 1 993,  in  the  Puerto  Church. 
The  candidates  were: 

Alex  Lahao-Lahao,  Caroroy  Taytay,  Palawan 
Lunie  Lahao-Lahao,  Roxas,  Palawan 
Juanito  Dulce,  Icadambanua 
Ernesto  Tabanao,  Calawag  Taytay,  Palawan 
Arturo  Aspa,  Itangil  Dumaran,  Palawan 
Ronita  Guardiano,  Abo-Abo  Brooke's  Point, 
Palawan 

RodolfoPrescinillo,  Plaridel  Aborlan,  Palawan 
Rey  Manlangit,  Puerto  Church,  Princesa  City, 

Palawan 
Siverio  Erandio,  Taytay,  Palawan 
Nestor  Diaz,  Evangelism,  Puerto  Princesa 

City,  Palawan 
Pastor  Joel  dela  Rosa  is  the  one  who 
prayed  for  them,  that  they  might  be  able  to 
help  the  other  pastors.  The  Rev.  Dario  S. 
Basingil  gave  the  message. 

Thank  God  for  His  presence  in  this  Com- 
missioning Service.  He  is  always  there  if 
we  allow  Him  to  enter  in  our  hearts.  Praise 
Him! 

MOUNT  OLIVE  MISSION, 
SANTA  ROSA 

by  Antonio  Escobar 

jpj      *m  Tj.  Mm® 
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Santa  Rosa  is  located  42  kilometers  from 
the  city  of  Piedras  Negras.  The  Lord  has 
given  me  the  opportunity  of  visiting  this 
place  every  eighth  day  to  preach  and  to 
sustain  the  faith  and  hope  in  Christ  of  the 
brethren  there. 

On  June  26,  I  finished  a  three-month 
study  program  for  children  and  young 
people.  I  am  satisfied  with  it.  I  could  see  a 
great  interest  in  learning  the  Word  of  God. 
This  place,  as  in  most  of  Mexico,  has  the 
deep-rooted  tradition  of  Roman  Catholi- 
cism. It  is  inherited  from  the  parents  and 
very  much  alive.  But  the  Lord  has  permit- 
ted me  to  go  with  the  gospel  to  those  homes 
that  have  opened  their  doors  to  hear  the 
gospel  message.  I  thank  God  for  the  privi- 
lege to  go  there  with  the  good  news  and 
evangelize. 
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CRAGMONT  WOMEN'S 
CONFERENCE 

by  Tina  Allen 


The  week  of  August  2  gave  me  the 
opportunity  to  be  a  part  of  the  "family"  that 
the  Cragmont  Women's  Conference  has 
developed.  I  had  been  working  at  the 
Children's  Home  for  a  week  and  was  in- 
formed I'd  be  attending  the  Conference  the 
next  week.  Throughout  the  week,  I  gained 
a  tremendous  amount  of  knowledge  from 
these  women,  especially  from  those  in- 
volved in  the  Bible  studies.  I'd  like  to  thank 
each  of  you  in  attendance  for  sharing  with 
me  your  wisdom  and  for  making  my  week 
with  you  such  a  delightful  one.  You  were 
all  definitely  a  joy  to  be  around. 

SELMA  YOUTH  VISIT  THE  HOME 

by  Tina  Allen 


August  10  was  a  "cool"  evening  for  our  children  and  the  Selma  Church  youth.  This 
group  and  their  leader,  Ruth  Sullivan,  joined  us  for  a  pool  party  and  fellowship,  followed 
by  refreshments. 


THANK  YOU! 

by  Tina  Allen 

We'd  like  to  extend  a  BIG  thank  you  to 
these  two  groups  for  visiting  our  campus. 
(Oops!  We  do  apologize  for  not  presenting 
you  with  pictures.) 

On  August  18,  Dorothy  Underwood, 
Ruth  Warrick,  Joyce  Wood,  Frances 
Phillips,  and  Brad  Ward,  from  Johnston 
Union  Church,  visited  our  campus  and 
brought  with  them  a  bundle  of  school  sup- 
plies for  our  children. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Byrd  and  Mr.  John 
Bryant,  from  Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Cape 
Fear  Conference,  came  to  our  campus  on 
August  27,  bringing  with  them  a  new  washer 
and  dryer  for  Smith  Cottage.  Thank  you, 
Pleasant  Grove! 


SUMMER  ACTIVITY  DIRECTOR 

by  Amie  Joyner 
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Amie  Joyner 


Spending  the  summer  at  the  Children's 
Home  was  a  great  experience  for  me.  As 
the  summer  began,  I  felt  as  if  it  was  going 
to  be  another  average  summer.  But,  as  the 
first  few  days  passed,  I  realized  that  it  was 
going  to  be  an  adventure.  In  having  the 
responsibility  as  the  Activity  Director,  I 
developed  a  strong  friendship  with  the  chil- 
dren. 

The  children  are  very  fortunate  to  have 
such  caring  and  understanding 
houseparents.  I  feel  that  the  houseparents 
do  a  good  job  in  preparing  the  children  for 
the  adult  world  by  disciplining  them  and 
providing  them  with  everyday  responsi- 
bilities. 

Getting  to  know  the  children  was  a  whole 
lot  easier  than  I  thought  it  would  be.  They 
were  always  eager  to  help  me  with  my 
duties  and  made  me  look  forward  to  com- 
ing into  work  each  day.  I  would  like  to 
thank  the  children  and  the  staff  for  helping 
me  have  an  enjoyable  summer.  I  will  al- 
ways remember  the  special  times  the  chil- 
dren and  I  shared. 

Amie  is  a  member  of  Little  Rock  Church, 
Lucama. 

THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  ROUSE 
LECTURE  HELD  AT  MOC 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 
MOC  Director  of  Information 

Mount  Olive  College  launched  its  1993- 
94  academic  year  in  style  this  fall  with 
dinner  in  its  dining  hall-student  center— the 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  The 
highlight  of  the  program  for  faculty,  staff, 
trustees,  and  special  guests  was  the  second 
annual  Rouse  Lecture. 

The  Lecture  is  sponsored  by  M.  Dean 
Rouse,  a  member  of  Daly's  Chapel  Church, 
Lenoir  County,  "in  honor  of  the  MOC  fac- 
ulty and  in  appreciation  for  their  encour- 
agement, friendship,  and  inspiration." 

Rouse  serves  as  chairman  of  the  Lenoir 
Country  gift  support  dinner,  one  of  1 7  county 
dinners  held  each  year  by  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists in  support  of  the  work  of  the  College. 
He  and  his  wife,  Amanda,  are  both  MOC 
graduates. 

"There  was  a  time  when  I  would  not 
have  been  able  to  speak  before  a  large 
group  of  people,"  Rouse  said  during  the 
program.  "But  I  can  stand  here  tonight  and 
speak  to  you  because  of  the  dedication  and 
support  I  received  from  so  many  people  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  "I  look  forward  to 
being  a  part  of  this  College  for  many  years 
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(From  left)  Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount  Olive  College;  special  guest,  the  Honorable 
Charles  O.  Whitley,  former  Third  District  Congressman;  Frank  J.  Cizerle,  who  gave  the  Rouse  Lecture; 
and  alumnus  M .  Dean  Rouse,  a  member  of  Daly's  Chapel  Church,  Lenoir  County,  lecture  sponsor  (photo 
by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


I  appreciate  theopportunity  tocome  home," 
Rouse  said,  "turning  to  MOC  President  W. 
Burkette  Raper.  "And  I  assure  you,  sir,  I 
will  take  every  opportunity  to  come  back." 

Frank  Cizerle,  newly-appointed  director 
of  the  College's  New  Bern  Center,  gave  this 
year's  keynote  address.  He  comes  to  MOC 
with  25  years  of  service  in  the  United  States 
Marine  Corps—14  of  those  years  in  educa- 
tion. He  recounted  his  experiences  using 
Total  Quality  Management  (TQM)  within 
the  Marine  Corps. 

"Total  Quality  Management  is  a  way  of 
seeking  total  commitment  from  all  mem- 
bers of  an  organization,"  he  emphasized. 

As  executive  officer  over  a  1,600  acre- 
campus  on  which  11,000  students  were 
trained  per  year— teaching  everything  from 
basic  leadership  to  water  survival-he  noted 
the  vast  improvement  through  implemen- 
tation of  "TQM  tools." 

"TQM  gave  us  measurable  success," 
Cizerle  said.  "We  reduced  student  process- 
ing time,  reduced  the  cost  of  educating 
each  student,  increased  grade  point  aver- 
ages, reduced  attrition,  and  increased  in- 
structors' performances. 

"We  found  we  needed  vision,  a  focus,  a 
mission  statement  to  refer  to,  to  keep  us  on 
track—something  you  already  have  here," 
he  said.  "We  plan  to  'create  waves'  educa- 
tionally, academically,  but  we  must  re- 
member to  contain  this  essense  of  the  insti- 
tution and  retain  it  at  New  Bern." 

Cizerle  noted  that  every  morning  brings 
new  opportunities— whether  a  person  works 
in  a  cafeteria  or  in  administration.  And  as 
competition  for  students  increases,  total 
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commitment  is  required  from  every  em- 
ployee. 

"And  in  my  three  short  weeks  and  a  few 
visits  here  I've  met  a  tremendous  teamwork 
approach,"  he  said. 

He  closed  with  an  illustration  taken  from 
Media  Management  Newsletter:  Every  day 
a  gazelle  wakes  us.  It  knows  that  it  must  run 
faster  than  the  fastest  lion  or  it  will  be 
killed.  Every  morning  a  lion  wakes  up.  It 
knows  it  must  outrun  the  slowest  gazelle  or 
it  will  starve. 

It  doesn't  matter  whether  you  are  a  lion 
or  a  gazelle.  When  the  sun  comes  up,  you'd 
better  be  running. 

FREE  WILL  BAPTISTS  TO 
PERFORM  WITH  SINGERS 

Three  Free  Will  Baptists  will  be  per- 
forming with  the  Mount  Olive  College  Sing- 
ers during  the  1993-94  season.  They  are 
pictured  during  the  Singers'  annual  summer 
workshop  (below,  from  left):  Kevin  Nowell, 
a  member  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Johnston 
County;  Cynthia  Ann  Kennedy,  Saint 
Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County;  and  Clifton 
Cuddington,  Stoney  Creek  Church,  Wayne 
County. 

Nowell,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Billy  and 
Joyce  Nowell  of  Four  Oaks,  is  a  freshman 
majoring  in  biology  at  MOC.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  South  Johnston  High  School. 


Ms.  Kennedy,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jesse  Kennedy  of  Lucama,  is  a  senior 
majoring  in  business  management  with  a 
minor  in  fine  arts  (music).  She  is  a  graduate 
of  James  B.  Hunt  Jr.  High  School.  This  is 
her  fourth  year  as  a  Singer. 

Cuddington,  the  son  of  Donald  and  Carol 
Cuddington  of  Goldsboro,  is  a  junior  ma- 
joring in  fine  arts  (music).  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Charles  B.  Aycock.  This  is  his  third  year 
as  a  Singer. 

The  workshop  included  rehearsal  for  the 
fall  concert  season  and  church  dinner  tour. 
This  year's  Mount  Olive  College  Singers' 
entertainment  showcase,  "It's  a  Grand  Night 
for  Singing,"  features  the  music  of  Irving 
Berlin  and  George  Gershwin  (photo  by 
Patti  O'Donoghue). 

ACKISS  ANNOUNCES  GIFT 
SUPPORT  DINNER  SCHEDULE 

Jean  F.  Ackiss,  director  of  church  sup- 
port at  Mount  Olive  College,  has  com- 
pleted the  schedule  for  the  1993  College 
gift  support  dinners.  These  17  county  din- 
ners are  held  each  fall  by  Free  Will  Baptists 
throughout  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Since  the  dinners  began  in  1963,  they 
have  provided  more  than  $4.1  million  in 
gift  support  for  the  College.  This  unre- 
stricted gift  support  from  Free  Will  Baptist 
churches  helps  Mount  Olive  College  ex- 
pand its  horizons  in  service  to  its  students, 
the  FWB  church,  and  the  region. 

In  addition  to  financial  support,  the  din- 
ners provide  a  strong  means  of  communica- 
tion between  the  College  and  its  sponsoring 
church. 

Following  are  the  October  dates: 

Lenoir  County,  Saturday,  October  2,  7 
p.m.,  Lenoir  County  Shrine  Club,  Kinston; 
Dean  Rouse,  chairman.  Goal,  $17,700. 

Jones  County,  Monday,  October  4,  7 
p.m.,  Pilgrim's  Home  Church  near  Dover; 
Mrs.  Mildred  Jenkins,  chairman.  Goal, 
$3,950. 

Edgecombe  County,  Tuesday,  October 
5,  7  p.m.,  First  Church,  Tarboro;  Luther 
Bissette,  chairman.  Goal,  $6,000. 

Beaufort  County,  Saturday,  October  9,  7 
p.m.,  Beaufort  Community  College  (Learn- 
ing Resource  Center),  near  Washington; 
Billy  Gurkin,  chairman.  Goal,  $10,800. 

Greene  County,  Monday,  October  11,7 
p.m.,  Greene  County  Middle  School  near 
Snow  Hill;  Mrs.  Lena  Walston  and  Randy 
Beaman,  co-chairmen.  Goal,  $21,225. 

Nash  County,  Tuesday,  October  19,  7 
p. m.,  Whitley  Center,  FWBChildren's  Home, 
Middlesex;  John  R.  Manning,  chairman. 
Goal,  $8,850. 
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MOC  FALL  CONVOCATION: 
AN  EDUCATIONAL  PARTNERSHIP 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Residence 
Mount  Olive  College 


Pamlico  County,  Saturday,  October  23, 
6  p.m.,  Camp  Vandemere,  Vandemere; 
Mrs.  Carol  Prescott,  chairman.  Goal, 
$8,300. 

Onslow-Brunswick  Counties,  Monday, 
October  25,  7  p.m.,  Dixon  High  School, 
Dixon;  Ronnie  Parker,  chairman.  Goal, 
$4,375. 

Wayne  County,  Tuesday,  October  26, 7 
p.m.,  6  p.m.,  Mount  Olive  College  (Lois  K. 
Murphy  Regional  Center),  Mount  Olive; 
Mrs.  Tempie  Jones,  chairman.  Goal, 
$51,025. 

Duplin  County,  Saturday,  October  30, 6 
p.m.,  East  Duplin  High  School,  near 
Beulaville;  William  D.  Thigpen,  chairman. 
Goal,  $12,  350. 


FALL  SEMESTER  OPENS  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 


Mike  Bryan,  father  of  incoming  freshman  Heather 
Bryan,  seems  to  be  saying,  This  is  what  happens 
after  you  lug  in  all  that  stuff!"  The  Bryans  are  from 
Chinquapin  and  are  members  of  Bethlehem 
Church,  Duplin  County  (photo  by  Dianne  B. 
Riley). 

Mount  Olive  College's  fall  semester 
opened  with  a  weekend  of  activities  when 
freshmen  and  transfer  students  arrived  on 
campus  and  moved  into  the  dorms.  Stu- 
dents met  with  advisors,  toured  campus 
with  their  families,  visited  the  College  book- 
store, and  enjoyed  their  first  collegiate  meal 
in  the  new  dining  hall-student  center,  the 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Center. 

Their  first  Sunday  on  campus  began 
with  a  worship  service  in  Rodgers  Chapel 
and  concluded  with  games,  food,  entertain- 
ment, and  vespers  at  Eagles  Nest,  MOC's 
outdoor  conference  center. 

Fall  classes  are  in  session  and  College 
officials  are  already  looking  forward  to  the 
spring  semester  which  begins  in  January. 
For  information  about  enrolling  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  contact  the  Office  of  Ad- 
missions by  phoning  1-800-653-0854  or  1- 
919-658-2502. 
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"Two  cross-eyed  men  were  walking  in 
opposite  directions  but  coming  towards  each 
other.  They  ran  directly  into  each  other  and 
fell  down  on  concrete.  One  man  said  to  the 
other,  'Why  don't  you  look  where  you're 
going?'  The  other  man  fired  back,  'Why 
don't  you  go  where  you're  looking?'  "  said 
Dr.  W.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  to  the  students,  faculty,  and 
friends  gathered  in  College  Hall  for  the  Fall 
Convocation. 

The  issues  of  looking  where  you're  go- 
ing and  going  where  you're  looking  caused 
Dr.  Raper  to  go  to  his  new  book  on  word 
origins  which  came  in  the  mail  from  a  book 
club.  He  looked  up  the  word  orientation 
and  found  that  orient  meant  "to  write  from 
left  to  right."  The  root  of  the  word  relates 
"to  rise,  to  come  forth."  The  place  of  the 
horizon  is  where  the  sun  rises.  The  East,  or 
Orient,  today  is  used  to  refer  to  Asian 
countries. 

"Orientation  then,"  said  Dr.  Raper,  "is  a 
time  to  get  our  vision  straight  and  to  go 
where  we're  looking.  Our  vision  at  Mount 
Olive  College  is  Christian  education  and 
the  potential  that  kind  of  education  has  in 
your  lives,"  he  said. 

Potential  for  career  growth,  for 
personhood,  for  citizenship  are  all  poten- 
tials Mount  Olive  College  seeks  for  its 
students. 

"We  live  in  the  most  fortunate  time  in 
history,"  said  Dr.  Raper.  "We  live  in  the 
best  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  If  you 
cannot  be  happy  in  America,  I'm  not  sure 
you  can  be  happy  any  place  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  But,"  he  stressed,  "the  thing  that 
brings  us  here  is  a  partnership.  Students 
and  faculty  are  partners  in  an  educational 
enterprise,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Raper  described  the  special  partner- 
ship between  faculty  and  students.  The 
goal  of  Mount  Olive  College  faculty  is  to 
offer  students  excellent  instruction.  The 
goal  of  MOC  campus  life  is  to  offer  special 
enrichment  opportunities  so  that  each  stu- 
dent might  achieve  the  special  identity  each 
is. 

"God  made  you  in  His  likeness  and  He 
lives  in  you,"  said  Dr.  Raper.  "You  will 
never  achieve  what  you're  capable  of  with- 


out God.  Our  highest  destiny  is  with  God." 

In  elaborating  upon  the  educational  part- 
nership at  MOC,  Dr.  Raper  enunciated  cer- 
tain obligations  students  must  observe. 
Students  must  study  with  diligence.  Stu- 
dents must  form  a  partnership  with  faculty 
in  preparing  for  life  and  a  meaningful  work. 
Both  students  and  faculty  have  joined  to 
maintain  a  Christian  education.  Both  have 
joined  to  search  for  truth. 

"You  have  the  right  of  access  to  any 
book  any  teacher  has,"  said  Dr.  Raper  to  the 
students.  "You  have  the  right  to  any  source 
of  information  that  your  teachers  have. 
You  have  the  right  to  consult  any  authority 
your  teachers  might  consult.  The  only 
difference  between  you  and  the  faculty  is 
that  the  faculty  has  preceded  you  in  time, 
effort,  and  study,"  he  said. 

"In  this  educational  partnership,  you  stu- 
dents may  search  for  truth.  You  have 
access  to  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  infor- 
mation any  professor  has  on  any  university 
in  America.  We  have  the  Internet  system  in 
our  library  so  that  through  this  we  can 
connect  our  library  to  all  Internet  libraries 
in  this  country  and  beyond,"  he  stressed. 

"Whether  or  not  you  obtain  an  education 
is  based  on  whether  you  utilize  your  access 
to  information.  In  your  partnership  with  the 
faculty,  you  must  relate  to  the  faculty  as 
they  guide  you  and  help  you  to  succeed,"  he 
said. 

In  the  educational  partnership,  Dr.  Raper 
also  emphasized  to  students  the  importance 
of  thinking  for  themselves,  making  free  and 
responsible  decisions. 

"You  have  as  much  a  right  to  your  opin- 
ion as  any  teacher,"  he  declared.  "An 
opinion  may  not  be  right,  it  may  not  be  an 
accurate  position,  but  you  have  a  right  to 
your  opinion.  You  need  to  establish  a  firm 
foundation.  The  purpose  of  an  education  is 
to  keep  you  from  going  out  half-blinded." 

In  the  educational  partnership,  Dr.  Raper 
stressed  the  relationship  of  rights  to  respon- 
sibilities. He  noted  the  responsibilities 
shared  in  the  partnership:  the  responsibility 
of  educational  endeavor;  the  responsibility 
of  Christian  development;  the  responsibil- 
ity of  personhood;  the  responsibility  of 
Christian  ideas  in  all  areas  of  life. 
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Dr.  Raper  drew  attention  to  the  seven 
commitments  of  Mount  Olive  College  to 
its  students: 

Academic  Quality 

Mount  Olive  College  provides  a  solid  educa- 
tion in  preparation  for  life  and  career.  Chal- 
lenging academic  programs  are  designed  to 
prepare  our  students  for  rewarding  employ- 
ment or  graduate  studies.  An  emphasis  on 
effective  teaching  focuses  on  learning  to 
evaluate  and  to  make  decisions  in  order  to 
develop  the  ability  to  think  independently, 
constructively,  and  creatively. 

A  Student  Focus 

Mount  Olive  College  exists  primarily  for  its 
students.  Smaller  classes,  personal  atten- 
tion, and  flexibility  encourage  the  develop- 
ment of  individual  interests,  talents,  and 
abilities.  Dedicated  faculty  and  staff  help 
students  grow  personally,  socially,  and  intel- 
lectually into  whole  human  beings  through 
caring,  mentoring  relationships. 

Career  Preparation 

Mount  Olive  College  believes  that  attaining 
an  education  extends  beyond  the  classroom 
experience.  Faculty  members  are  partners 
not  only  for  academic  success  and  career 
exploration  but  also  for  learning  living  and 
working  skills.  Guidance  and  support  help 
students  make  the  transition  from  class- 
room to  workplace  and  to  compete  confi- 
dently in  the  professional  and  business  world . 

A  Global  Perspective 

Mount  Olive  College  offers  a  global  orienta- 
tion in  all  areas  of  college  life.  As  interde- 
pendency  and  interaction  among  nations 
grow,  so  must  international  awareness.  To 
broaden  perspectives,  students  are  exposed 
to  other  cultures  through  enriched  learning 
experiences  that  promote  greater  under- 
standing among  the  diverse  peoples  of  the 
world. 

Financially  Affordable 
Mount  Olive  College  believes  that  every 
worthy  and  capable  student  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  attain  a  college  education.  By 


combining  institutional  scholarship  and 
grant  programs  with  federal  and  state  as- 
sistance, installment  payment  options  and 
financial  planning,  Mount  Olive  makes 
college  affordable  for  deserving  and  quali- 
fied students. 

Christian  Values 

Mount  Olive  College  fosters  an  atmosphere 
of  Christian  values,  fellowship,  and  spiri- 
tual growth.  The  College  is  affiliated  with 
the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Church,  which 
historically  respects  other  religious  faiths. 
Students  of  all  religions  are  welcome. 

Wholesome,  Safe  Environment 
Mount  Olive  College  provides  a  whole- 
some, safe  environment.  It  is  the  ideal 
size  for  the  supportive  family  atmosphere 
which  permeates  its  peaceful  campus, 
classes,  social  activities,  thriving  organi- 
zations, and  competitive  athletic  programs. 
It  is  the  spirit  of  pride,  of  shared  values,  of 
learning  together,  of  a  community  bound 
that  sets  Mount  Olive  College  apart. 

"The  most  expensive  education  in  the 
world  is  a  cheap  education,"  said  Dr.  Raper. 
"And,"  he  added,  "the  one  thing  you  stu- 


dents can  hold  us  inescapably  responsible 
for  is  being  interested  in  you  for  your  suc- 
cess and  your  welfare." 

Dr.  Raper  spoke  of  the  American  clergy- 
man who  visited  the  mystic  to  ask  the 
mystic  leader  about  the  qualities  of  a  mystic 
religion.  The  mystic  asked  the  clergyman, 
"To  what  vows  do  you  commit  yourself?" 

Dr.  Raper  then  turned  and  asked  the 
students,  "To  what  are  you  commited?  We 
are  partners  here  in  education.  The  students 
are  one  hand,  the  faculty  the  other.  But 
there  is  real  ly  a  third  partner  also— our  friends 
who  help  make  our  work  possible.  We 
would  not  exist  without  the  generosity  of 
people  who  believe  in  what  we  are  doing. 
People  have  put  books  in  our  library,  brought 
scholarships  to  students,  provided  resources 
for  buildings  on  our  campus.  The  names  of 
our  buildings  tell  us  some  of  these  people: 
Dr.  Henderson,  the  Moyes,  Mrs.  Sara 
Rodgers,  Lois  K.  Murphy,"  he  said. 

"Do  you  realize  that  without  these 
friends,  we  would  have  to  charge  each 
student  $4,000  more  a  year?"  asked  Dr. 
Raper. 

"To  what  vows  are  you  commited?  What 
is  your  commitment  to  your  educational 
partnership?"  he  concluded. 


PARTNERSHIPS 

As  Emily's  wind  roared  its  own  defiance  across 

as  anguish,  art,  faith 

Hatteras 

in  a  universe  of  law 

students  gathered  to  renew  their  quest: 

and  chaos. 

the  search  for  truth 

a  thinq  of  Sturm  und  Drano. 

1  thought  of  time,  its  relentless  march 

as  Nature  reminded  us  who  rules 

as  Nature's  way  of  shaking  us 

in  a  universe  of  law 

waking  us 

and  chaos. 

breaking  us 

until  the  clouds  of  ignorance 

The  president's  voice  challenqed  minds 

crumble  before  the  clouds  of  faith 

to  join  in  partnership  with  faculty, 

in  a  universe  of  law 

the  commitment  to  discipline,  study, 

and  chaos. 

the  search  for  truth, 

the  Christian  pilgrimage, 

But  here  in  freshness,  fervor,  and  faith 

what  education  is  all  about 

stood  students  eager  to  join 

|     and  more 

in  partnership 

in  a  universe  of  law 

to  partake  of  all  that  makes 

and  chaos. 

or  breaks 

the  soul 

Though  abstract  ideas  and  vows  seemed  mystic, 

life  but  a  journey  towards  amazing  grace 

far  away  as  Himalayan  peaks  under  stars 

in  a  universe  of  law 

the  vow  made  once  could  last  a  life 

and  chaos. 

if  commitment  to  search  were  real 

P6pper  Worthington 
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DYANE  SIMPSON  SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT  ESTABLISHED 


Dyane  Simpson 

The  Dyane  Simpson  Scholarship  En- 
dowment has  been  established  at  Mount 
Olive  College  by  Mrs.  Blanche  B. 
Simpson,  of  Kenly,  in  memory  of  her 
daughter. 

Ms.  Simpson,  who  lived  in  Wake 
County  at  the  time  of  her  death  in  June  of 
this  year,  was  a  native  in  Wake  County. 
Her  family  has  had  a  long  and  active 
relationship  with  Saint  Mary's  Church, 
near  Kenly. 

The  Dyane  Simpson  Scholarship  En- 
dowment was  established  to  promote 
Christian  higher  education  for  the  present 
and  future  generations  and  to  assist  wor- 
thy and  needy  students  in  equipping  them- 
selves for  lives  of  meaning  and  service  to 
humanity. 

"Memorial  gifts  have  a  special  mean- 
ing for  us,"  said  Mount  Olive  College 
President  W.  Burkett  Raper.  "When  people 
make  gifts  in  memory  of  a  family  member 
or  friend,  we  see  them  as  entrusting  to  us 
a  legacy  for  their  loved  one.  We  take  this 
trusteeship  seriously,  because  we  become 
that  person's  personal  representative  to 
future  generations." 

The  first  award  will  be  for  the  1994-95 
academic  year.  Special  consideration  may 
be  given  to  student  from  Saint  Mary's 
Church;  however,  the  award  is  not  re- 
stricted to  those  students. 

NEW  PERSONNEL  NAMED  AT 
MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

The  new  academic  year  at  Mount  Olive 
College  brought  with  it  both  new  students 
and  staff  members.  Mount  Olive  College 
extends  its  welcome  to  new  faculty  and 
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staff  who  have  already  been  busy  at  work 
making  plans  for  the  1993-94  academic 
year.  They  are: 

Karen  Van  Norman,  dean  of  Student 
Development,  came  to  the  College  from 
Franklin  Pierce  College  in  Rindge,  New 
Hampshire,  where  she  served  as  the  asso- 
ciate dean  of  students.  Ms.  Van  Norman 
brings  an  extensive  background  in  student 
development.  She  has  served  as  Chief 
Student  Affairs  Officer,  Resident  Direc- 
tor, and  Orientation  Director  at  other  col- 
leges and  universities.  She  received  her 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Duquesne 
University  and  her  Masters  of  Education 
degree  from  Lehigh  University. 

Edward  C.  "Ned"  Irvine,  Fine  Arts 
instructor,  was  previously  a  graphic  de- 
signer for  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina at  Chapel  Hill.  He  produced  informa- 
tional, promotional,  and  identity  pieces 
for  the  Office  of  Development  and  Kenan 
Institute  for  Private  Enterprise.  He  has 
also  acted  as  consultant  for  an  architec- 
tural signage  franchise  contracting  for  stu- 
dio design,  and  screen  printing  produc- 
tion. Irvine  has  worked  as  design  assistant 
for  Global  Finance  Magazine.  He  re- 
ceived his  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts  degree 
from  the  UNC-Chapel  Hill,  and  his  Mas- 
ters of  Graphic  design  from  North  Caro- 
lina State  University. 

Frank  Cizerle,  New  Bern  Center  di- 
rector, was  recently  retired  from  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps.  He  has  over  1 4  years 
of  specialized  academic  leadership  in 
Management  (TQM),  Instructional  Sys- 
tems Development  (ISD),  Management 
Information  Systems  (MIS),  and  Human 
Resources  Management  (HRM).  Cizerle 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Business  and  Finance  from  Bladley  Uni- 
versity and  his  Masters  of  Human  Re- 
sources Management  degree  from 
Pepperdine  University. 

Janet  Barbee  Vail,  director  of  Food 
Services,  comes  to  the  College  from  the 
American  Embassy  Club  in  Bonn,  Ger- 
many. Her  expertise  includes  menu  de- 
sign, catering,  budgeting,  and  numerous 
functions  of  food  service  management. 
She  also  has  experience  with  such  activi- 
ties as  personnel,  sanitation,  maintenance, 
and  procurement.  She  received  her  Bach- 
elor of  Science  degree  in  Food  Service  and 
Institutional  Management  and  her  Mas- 
ters of  Public  Administration  degree  from 
East  Carolina  University. 


Keith  A.  Roberts,  student  develop- 
ment officer,  previously  served  as  resi- 
dence director  for  Louisburg  College  from 
1979-80  and  1982-85.  During  this  time, 
he  coordinated  resident  life  programs, 
advised  students  and  the  Resident  Life 
Council,  resided  over  hall  meetings,  en- 
forced dorm  rules  and  regulations,  and 
supervised  the  dorm  budget.  He  received 
his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Sociology 
from  Western  Carolina  University  and  his 
Masters  of  Religious  Education  degree 
from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  He  also  received  a  Masters  of 
Arts  degree  in  Instructional  Media  and 
Curriculum  Design  from  North  Carolina 
Central  University. 

Carolyn  A.  Zyla,  administrative  assis- 
tant at  the  New  Bern  Center,  was  previ- 
ously employed  as  an  office  manager  in 
Fredericksburg,  Florida.  While  there,  she 
was  responsible  for  inventory  control,  in- 
cluding shipping  and  receiving,  quality 
assurance,  product  turnover,  merchandise 
presentation,  and  employee  management. 
She  graduated  from  Central  Michigan 
University,  where  she  obtained  a  Bach- 
elor of  Science  degree  in  Business  Ad- 
ministration. 

Also  listed  in  last  month's  edition  were: 
Bennett  Jefferson  Utley,  dean  of  enroll- 
ment; and  Sandra  L.  Britt,  director  of  Gift 
Records. 

NEW  COMPUTER  MINISTRY  TO 
AID  CHRISTIAN  GROUPS 

Churches,  nonprofit  Christian  organi- 
zations, Christian  missionaries,  and  stu- 
dents who  cannot  afford  computer 
techonology  due  to  high  retail  prices  can 
turn  to  the  Christian  Computer  and  Com- 
munications Ministry  for  help.  The  new 
ministry  will  make  computer  equipment, 
services,  and  supplies  available  to  these 
groups  on  a  nonprofit,  cost  basis. 

The  ministry  was  organized  by  Randy 
Herring,  a  student  at  Southeastern  Semi- 
nary. Mr.  Herring  had  a  desire  to  use  his 
15  years  of  computer  experience  for  the 
Lord's  work.  The  ministry  will  supply 
new  computer  equipment  as  well  as  assist 
users  in  upgrading  existing  equipment. 

Those  organizations  which  cannot  af- 
ford the  technology  can  apply  for  a  grant. 
For  a  current  price  list  or  more  informa- 
tion, write  to  Mr.  Herring  at  SEBTS,  Box 
2730,  Wake  Forest,  NC  27587;  or  phone, 
(919)  556-7401. 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman 
Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

THE  1993  CONVENTION 

The  Eighty-first  Session  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists  is  now 
past.  Our  three-day  involvement  in  getting 
things  in  order  at  the  meeting  site  (Mount 
Olive  College),  and  concern  for  a  success- 
ful session  can  now  be  laid  aside  for  a  few 
months— until  we  begin  to  make  plans  for 
the  1994  Convention. 

Personally,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Convention's  Executive  Committee,  I  want 
to  express  our  appreciation  to  all  those  who 
helped  to  make  the  Convention  a  success. 
Our  thanks  to  all  the  personnel  at  Mount 
Olive  College  for  their  part  in  providing  all 
the  necessities  and  conveniences  for  the 
gathering.  Our  thanks  also  to  all  the  minis- 
try personnel  who  did  their  part  in  the 
preparation  of  the  report  booklet,  the  dis- 
plays, and  their  availability  during  the  Con- 
vention. 

There  is  always  a  sigh  of  relief  when  the 
Convention  ends  each  year,  especially  when 
there  has  been  order  and  unity.  Soon  after 
all  delegates  have  left,  the  displays  come 
down,  the  banners  are  cut  loose  and  rolled 
up  until  next  year.  A  few  ministers,  along 
with  the  ministry  people,  sit  and  chat  for  a 
while,  pondering  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
meeting,  hoping  for  greater  things  the  next 
time. 

At  this  session,  attendance  was  up.  A 
total  of  280  ministers  registered  and  260 
delegates,  which  is  an  increase  over  the  past 
years.  Close  to  ninety  visitors  also  attended 
(those  who  were  neither  ministers  nor  del- 
egates). Attendances  for  both  evening  ser- 
vices was  good,  with  the  missions  offering 
on  Wednesday  evening  totaling  more  than 
$44,000. 

As  usual,  there  was  some  confusion  con- 
cerning registration,  particularly  relating  to 
preregistration.  Part  of  this  may  have  been 
due  to  our  cut-off  date  for  preregistration. 
Any  who  registered  after  that  date  did  not 
receive  a  computer  printed  card.  We  are 
hoping  that  next  year  all  delegates  will 
preregister.  Also,  we  will  plan  to  provide  a 
name  tag  for  ail  visitors. 

The  Convention  speakers  did  an  out- 
standing job.  These  included  the  Rev.  Ron 


Black,  the  Stewardship/Foundation  Direc- 
tor for  the  General  Baptist  General  Asso- 
ciation; Mr.  Nido  R.  Qubein,  a  member  of 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Board  and  a  pro- 
fessional speaker;  Mr.  Knox  Riddle,  a  mem- 
ber of  Victory  Church  for  the  Deaf;  the  Rev. 
Ray  Wells,  vice  president  of  the  Conven- 
tion and  pastor  of  Marsh  Swamp  Church. 

During  the  up-coming  issues  of  "Notes 
and  Quotes,"  we  will  be  commenting  more 
about  the  Convention  and  its  outreach. 
Although  this  year's  session  is  over,  the 
work  of  the  Convention  goes  on.  During 
the  next  few  weeks,  the  Conferences  will 
be  meeting,  as  well  as  the  District  Woman's 
Auxiliary  Conventions.  Reports  will  be 
given  concerning  all  facets  of  our  work. 

Finally,  we  hope  you  liked  the  report 
booklets  and  the  separate  printed  program 
booklet.  All  the  comments  we  heard  were 
positive.  The  Annual  Reports  Booklet  will 
be  available  at  the  fall  meetings  and  will  be 
available  to  churches  that  would  like  to 
review  the  Convention's  work  in  their 
churches. 

CHALLENGES  MET 

On  the  Convention  display,  we  listed  the 
churches  who  were  meeting  the  challenge 
to  support  the  Convention  program.  A  few 
churches  responded  at  the  Convention.  The 


following  churches  have  either  presented 
their  challenge,  or  have  pledged  to  do  so: 

Albemarle  Conference:  Belhaven;  Cape 
Fear  Conference:  Haymount,  Lees 
Chapel,  Palmer  Memorial,  Robert's 
Grove,  Smyrna;  Central  Conference: 
Ayden,  Bethany,  Hugo,  LaGrange,  Little 
Creek,  Rose  Hill,  Rose  of  Sharon, 
Walnut  Creek;  Eastern  Conference: 
Bethel,  Beulaville,  Deep  Run,  Grant's 
Chapel,  Holly  Springs,  Indian  Springs, 
Otway,  Pearsall  Chapel,  Russell  Creek, 
Sound  View,  White  Hill;  Pee  Dee  Asso- 
ciation: Whiteville  Mission;  Piedmont 
Conference:  East  Rockingham;  West- 
ern Conference:  Agape,  Durham  (First), 
Friendship,  Marsh  Swamp,  Pine  Level, 
St.  Mary's,  Unity. 


We  also  want  to  thank  all  other  churches 
that  contributed  to  the  Convention's  work. 
All  that  you  do  is  appreciated.  It  is  our  hope 
that  during  this  fiscal  year,  more  and  more 
churches  will  respond  to  the  challenge  pre- 
sented prior  to  the  Convention.  Such  will 
be  necessary  if  this  phase  of  our  work  is  to 
continue  its  services  and  program,  as  well 
as  the  accomplishment  of  greater  things  in 
the  future. 

THE  CONVENTION  DISPLAY 

Below  is  a  picture  of  the  Convention 
display. 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE:  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 
How  to  Get  Started 

Here  are  some  tried  and  tested  steps  for  the  initiation  of  any  organization.  Use  them  along  with  the  means  at  hand  for  setting  up  your 
Layman's  League  in  a  way  best  suited  to  the  individual  needs  of  your  church.  CALL  your  Layman's  League  Promotional  Committee  if 
further  assistance  is  needed. 


Step  1:  Your  Pastor  Is  a  Key  Man 

Your  pastor  should  be  ready  and  will- 
ing to  cooperate  with  you  in  getting  your 
local  branch  of  the  Layman's  League 
started.  Ask  him  to  announce  from  the 
pulpit  the  time  and  place  for  your  first 
meeting  and  urge  the  men  of  the  church  to 
attend  the  initial  meeting.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  and  is  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  helping  you  in 
this  program. 

Step  2:  Regular  Meetings  Are 
Important 

After  you  have  announced  your  first 
meeting  and  organized,  set  a  definite  day 
and  a  definite  time  for  your  monthly  meet- 
ings. Avoid  changing  that  date  unless  it 
become  absolutely  necessary.  A  regular 
time  for  the  meeting  is  most  important  for 
good  attendance 

Step  3:  Your  First  Meeting 

It  should  be  promoted  with  every  means 
available  to  you.  Use  someone  with  talent 
to  make  a  poster  telling  about  the  meeting. 
Ask  the  pastor  to  put  an  announcement  in 
the  bulletin.  Use  your  local  radio  station 
and  TV  station.  If  they  give  spot  an- 
nouncements, they  will  be  more  than  glad 
to  announce  your  meeting.  Make  as  many 
personal  contacts  within  the  church  as  you 
possibly  can.  Get  a  few  interested  men  to 
make  some  telephone  calls. 

Step  4:  The  First  Program 

The  first  program  should  be  called  to 
order  with  prayer  and  a  suitable  devotion. 
You  should  have  the  purpose  and  work  of 
the  Layman's  League  explained  to  you. 
Have  the  constitution  and  bylaws  read  to 
your  men,  and  have  them  adopt  them.  It 
could  be  a  time  of  testimony  and  a  time  of 

(Top)  Pastor  Dale  Albertson  pleads  his  case  to 
his  Layman's  League  with  President  Elmer 
Harrell  looking  on.  Mr.  Albertson  and  State 
President  Harrell  were  testing  the  Victory  Church 
men  to  see  who  was  the  better  cook.  Mr.  Harrell 
stated  that  his  German  Chocolate  Cake  was  the 
deciding  factor.  Sorry,  Dale! 


sharing,  but  don't  have  too  long  a  pro- 
gram. Have  a  time  for  refreshments  and 
fellowship. 

Step  5:  Charter  Members 

You  will  want  to  take  the  names  of 
those  men  who  are  present  at  your  first 
meeting.  They,  along  with  all  those  who 
join  the  organization  within  the  first  three 
months,  will  become  charter  members. 
After  three  meetings,  charter  membership 
will  be  closed.  Those  becoming  members 
later  will  be  counted  as  new  members  of 
the  organization,  but  do  your  best  to  enlist 
every  man  in  the  church  as  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  organization  and  vote  them  into 
membership. 

Step  6:  Elect  a  Nominating  Committee 

In  your  first  meeting,  elect  a  nominat- 
ing committee  to  select  your  first  officers. 


They  will  report  back  to  your  second  meet- 
ing with  the  slate  of  officers  suggested  in 
the  handbook. 

Step  7:  How  to  Obtain  a  Charter 

Send  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
members  to  the  president  of  the  North 
Carolina  State  Layman's  League  Con- 
vention and  apply  for  your  charter  as  a 
local  branch  of  the  Layman's  League. 
Plan  to  attend  the  first  meeting  of  your 
conference  that  will  be  announced  through 
denominational  publications. 

Step  8:  Plan  Each  Meeting  Carefully 

Make  each  program  as  good  as  you 
possibly  can.  Use  your  talents  to  create  a 
fellowship  within  your  League,  and  it  will 
prove  the  most  exciting  adventure  of 
faith  you  have  ever  taken. 


SCENES  FROM  RECENT  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  MEETINGS 


The  Rev.  Dale  Albertson  serves  as  interpreter  for  Elmer  Harrell  at  Victory  Church  for  the  Deaf. 
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Elmer  Harrell,  president  of  the  State  Layman's  League,  presents  a  charter  to  Ralph  M.  Sullivan  for  his 
church's  League.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  president  of  New  Sandy  Hill  Layman's  League. 


Seen  are  some  of  the  men  at  the  Central  Conference  meeting  held  at  Grimsley  Church  on  September 
13,  1993. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

October  7 

Promotional  Committee  of  the  Layman's  League,  Elmer 
HarrelPs  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

November  4 

Executive  Committee  and  Promotional  Committee  of  the 
Layman's  League,  Elmer  Harrell's  office,  Snow  Hill,  7  p.m. 

November  5 

State  Layman'  League  Convention,  Fremont  Church  (106 
West  South  Street);  supper,  7  p.m.;  meeting,  7:45  p.m. 

November  22 

Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Smith's 
New  Home  Church  (near  Deep  Run);  supper,  7  p.m.; 
meeting,  8  p.m. 

December  6 

Central  Conference  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Winterville 
Church  (corner  of  Glendale  Avenue  and  East  Cooper 
Street,  Winterville);  supper,  7  p.m.;  meeting,  7:45  p.m. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


JOTS  AND  TITTLES 


compiled  by  Gary  Burbage 

CHRISTIANS  WIN  AGAIN 

Christians  in  this  country  have  just  won, 
in  June,  a  major  Supreme  Court  victory 
regarding  the  clash  between  public  and 
religious  schools.  In  June,  the  Supreme 
Court  held  that  the  State  of  Arizona  would 
not  violate  the  Constitution  if  it  paid  for  a 
hearing  interpreter  to  assist  a  deaf  student 
in  his  studies  at  a  church-operated  school. 
The  State  of  Arizona  and  the  local  school 
district  had  refused  to  pay  for  such  a  service 
while  the  deaf  student  attended  a  church 
school  because,  in  their  view,  paying  for 
such  an  interpreter  would  encourage  the 
deaf  student  to  continue  in  his  studies  at  the 
religious  school,  which  would  be  an  im- 
proper  advancement  of  religion.  The  United 
States  Supreme  Court  tossed  out  that  argu- 
ment and  rejected  that  view.  Key  to  the 
decision  was  the  Court's  conclusion  that 
government  programs  that  provide  benefits 
to  religious  groups,  incidentally,  don't  vio- 
late the  Constitution. 

C.A.S.E.  Newsletter 
September  1993 

ARKANSAS  UPSET 

Pro-family  champion  Mike  Huckabee 
(R)  was  elected  Lt.  Governor  of  Arkansas 
July  27,  defeating  Nate  Coulter  (D)  by 
more  than  five  thousand  votes.  The  Baptist 
minister  and  communications  consultant  is 
the  first  Republican  elected  statewide  since 
1980.  Huckabee  favors  education  vouch- 
ers, parental  choice,  and  voluntary  school 
prayer.  He  opposes  homosexual  marriages 
and  the  distribution  of  contraceptives  in 
public  schools.  In  a  vote  seen  as  another 
political  setback  for  Arkansan  Bill  Clinton, 
Mike  Huckabee  received  strong  support 
from  the  Christian  Coalition,  the  National 
Rifle  Association,  and  Ross  Perot's  United 
We  Stand  organization. 

Washington  Watch 
August  16,  1993 

GOLDWATER  BLASTS  GOP 

Barry  Goldwater,  who  for  years  was  the 
conservative  voice  of  the  GOP,  says  it  is 
"just  plain  dumb"  for  Republicans  to  op- 
pose gays  and  lesbians  in  the  armed  forces. 

In  an  interview  in  The  Advocate,  a  na- 
tional gay  and  lesbian  magazine,  Goldwater 
also  stated  that  he  had  lost  all  respect  for  the 
religious  right. 
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"There  is  no  place  in  this  country  for 
practicing  religion  in  politics.  That  goes  for 
Falwell,  Robertson,  and  the  rest  of  those 
political  preachers." 

Associated  Press 

CHURCH  MUST  RETURN 
COUPLE'S  TITHES 

A  Federal  District  Court  has  upheld  a 
decision  made  by  a  Bankruptcy  Court  that 
Crystal  Evangelical  Free  Church,  located 
in  suburban  Minneapolis,  must  refund  over 
$13,000  in  tithes  given  by  a  couple  who 
declared  bankruptcy. 

The  case  arose  due  to  the  church  mem- 
bers' contracting  business  failing.  When 
bankruptcy  filing  began,  the  members  con- 
tinued their  long-standing  practice  of  giv- 
ing 10  percent  to  their  church.  The  federal 
judge  ruled  that  the  money  had  to  be  re- 
turned because  it  was  a  "fraudulent  trans- 
fer" because  no  value  was  received.  The 
decision  is  being  appealed. 

EP 

CINCINNATI  REDS  BAN  ALL 
SIGNS  AT  STADIUM 

The  Cincinnati  Reds  baseball  club  has 
eliminated  all  non-commercial  signs  and 
banners  from  display  at  Riverfront  Sta- 
dium. The  action  was  taken  after  the  Reds 
told  the  Rev.  Guy  Aubrey  that  he  could  not 
display  his  sign  that  read:  "Go  Reds  John 
3:16." 

A  U.S.  District  Judge  ruled  that  the  ac- 
tion taken  by  the  Reds  to  exclude  religious 
signs  was  unconstitutional.  The  Rutherford 
Institute  defended  the  rights  of  Mr.  Aubrey . 

Last  year,  in  a  case  similar,  the  Rutherford 
Institute  defended  a  Washington  Redskin 
fan  who  was  awarded  $3,500  in  damages 


and  $31,500  in  attorneys'  fees  for  the  con- 
fiscation of  his  Scripture  sign  at  a  Redskin 
game. 

EP 

IN  PRESLEY  THEY  TRUST 

Elvis  was  recently  remembered  on  the 
16th  anniversary  of  his  death  and  could  be 
the  focus  of  a  religion  in  the  making,  so  says 
Ted  Harrison,  former  BBC  religion  corre- 
spondent. Harrison  is  also  the  author  of  the 
new  book  entitled  Elvis  People~the  Cult  of 
the  King  (Harpers). 


Harrison's  premise  may  not  be  far  off. 
"What  is  now  the  Elvis  cult  could  be  noth- 
ing less  than  a  religion  in  embryo,"  he  says. 

Other  similarities  Harrison  sees  between 
Elvis  disciples  and  formal  religion: 

•Fans  put  up  shrines  of  Elvis  in  their 
homes. 

•Stories  about  his  birth  and  death  are 
recounted  like  gospel  tales. 

And  what  about  those  who  say  they  have 
seen  Elvis  despite  reports  of  his  death? 
"People  think  they  see  Elvis  because  they 
desperately  want  to  see  him." 


1993  Convention  Theme 


"Hear  the  Word  of  the  Lord 
Concerning  Christian  Stewardship" 


Helving  Churches  Grow... 

Gabriel  Church  Services  "Tsbs^^H 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397)                "  H 
New  /  Used  Pews  -  Steeples  -  Windows  -  Cushions  -  Robes  -  Baptistry  -  Pulpits  \ 

r 

k 

Complete  Upholstery  Services 

We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  -  Mill  Prices! 
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CHILDREN'S  CORNER 


THOUGHTS  ABOUT  PRAYER 


by  Lynette  Sumerlin 


We  have  been  taught  that  we  should  pray.  We  are  to  thank  God  for  all  of  the  things  He  gives  us,  to  praise  Him, 
to  ask  Him  to  forgive  us  of  all  our  sins,  and  to  ask  His  help  when  we  or  someone  we  know  needs  Him.  We  are  to 
pray  each  day.  Sometimes  our  prayers  are  long.  Sometimes  they  are  short.  The  length  of  our  prayers  is  not  important, 
but  what  we  say  and  how  we  say  it  is! 

Did  you  know  that  even  Jesus  prayed?  The  Bible  tells  us  of  many  times  when  Jesus  prayed  to  His  heavenly  Father. 
Below  is  a  list  of  some  of  them.  Find  each  one  in  your  Bible  and  read  what  Jesus  prayed. 

1.  At  His  baptism  (Luke  3:21-22). 

2.  In  the  middle  of  His  ministry  at  Capernaum,  and  very  early  in  the  morning  (Mark  1:35). 

3.  Following  the  excitement  after  He  healed  a  leper  (Luke  5:16). 

4.  All  night  before  selecting  His  12  disciples  (Luke  6:12). 

5.  A  prayer  of  thanksgiving  to  His  Father  (Matthew  11:25-27). 

6.  After  feeding  the  5,000  and  after  the  people  tried  to  make  Him  king  (Matthew  14:23). 

7.  On  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  (Luke  9:28). 

8.  When  the  disciples  asked  Him  to  teach  them  how  to  pray  (Matthew  6:9-13). 

9.  When  the  children  were  brought  to  Him  (Matthew  19:13). 

10.  When  He  raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead  (John  11:41-42). 

11.  After  His  triumphal  entrance  into  Jerusalem  (John  12:27-28). 

12.  For  Peter's  faith  to  be  strong  (Luke  22:32). 

13.  A  long  prayer  when  Jesus  glorified  God  (John  17:1-26). 

14.  In  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  (Luke  22:41). 

15.  For  His  enemies  while  He  hung  on  the  Cross  (Luke  23:34). 

Fill  in  the  missing  pieces  of  The  Lord's  Prayer  as  written  in  Matthew  6:9-13. 

Our  Father  which    in  Heaven.    be  thy  name.   Thy    come.  Thy 


be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in 


.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 


.  And  forgive 


us  our 


,  as  we  forgive  our 


And  lead  us  not  into 


but 


us  from  evil:  For  thine  is  the 


,  and  the 


,  and  the  glory, 


for  ever.  Amen. 
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OUKE  UNIVERSITY 
PERKINS  LIBRARY 
SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 
DURHAM 


06/23/07 


nihsmuS  9ttenyJ  yd 


When  your  Church  needs 
PRINTING,  of  any  kind  .  .  . 

v 


DIAL  1-800-849-3927  and  ask  for  the 

PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 


We  have  the  equipment,  the  staff,  and  the  know-how  to  fill  your  every  printing  need.  We 
offer  practical  printing,  carefully  planned  and  produced  by  skilled  technicians. 
Deliveries  are  prompt  and  prices  are  reasonable. 

<WitC  BafitUt  <Pim 
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Hie  real  statesmen  in  this  Kingdom— the  luminaries  who  have  contributed  the  most— are  a  group  of 
individuals  who  would  astonish  the  superficially  curious  observer.  They  are  ordinary,  everyday 
people  who  have  learned  the  secret  of  giving  away  things  that  they  cannot  keep  in  return  for  things 
they  cannot  lose. 

Most  of  their  major  contributions  to  His  Kingdom  have  gone  unnoticed.  They  have  taken  place  in 
small,  obscure  Sunday  School  classrooms,  hospital  rooms,  over  cups  of  coffee  in  restaurants,  around 
family  dinner  tables,  in  the  everyday  experiences  of  life.. .countless  acts  of  love,  support,  confirma- 
tion, and  challenge  that  have  eternal  signficance  in  God's  eyes. 

It  is  to  these  unsung  heroes,  these  hidden  heroes  of  the  Kingdom,  that  we  lovingly  say,  "Thank  you!" 
Only  eternity  will  be  able  to  show  the  significance  of  their  efforts,  and  give  credence  to  the  belief  that 
"little  is  always  much,  when  God  is  in  it." 
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Thirty  Days  of  Thanksgiving 


by  Richard  and  Ruth  Foth 


Thanksgiving  represents  a  na- 
tional festival  for  harvest; 
Christmas  represents  a  univer- 
sal festival  for  planting. 
Through  Mary  at  Bethlehem, 
God  planted  His  Son  in  the 
world  and  freely  gave  us  His 
grace  and  life.  The  following 
family  devotional  thoughts, 
taken  from  Mary's  own  re- 
sponse to  God's  goodness,  are 
intended  to  heighten  our  appre- 
ciation for  the  blessings  we  re- 
ceive daily  from  our  most  gra- 
cious God. 

There  is  a  devotional  for 
every  day  of  November,  so 
thanksgiving  can  be  empha- 
sized during  warm  family  times 
throughout  the  month.  Have  a 
parent  or  child  read  the  verse 
for  the  day,  and  then  have  the 
head  of  the  house  lead  a  discus- 
sion on  the  prescribed  topic. 
Encourage  everyone  to  partici- 
pate and  ask  questions  to  stimu- 
late comments. 

These  ideas  are  given  just 
as  guidelines  to  spark  your 
thinking.  Consider  the  specific 
personalities,  interests,  and 
needs  of  your  family  and  tailor 
these  devotionals  to  fit  your 
style  —  as  early  morning  medi- 
tations, after-dinner  discus- 
sions, or  perhaps  before  bed- 
time sharing  times. 


Luke  1:46-55 

1.  1:46  -  "...My  soul  exalts 
the  Lord." 

How  do  you  exalt  the  Lord  with 
your  words?  Take  five  minutes 
and  lead  the  family  in  songs  of 
praise  to  God. 

2.  1:46  -  "...My  soul  exalts 
the  Lord." 

Think  of  two  ways  in  which 
you  can  exalt  the  Lord  with 
your  public  acts.  Discuss  as  a 
family. 

3. 1:47  --  "...and  my  spirit  has 
rejoiced  in  God  my  Savior." 
Remember,  and  thank  God,  for 
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the  time  when  you  first  recog- 
nized Him  as  Saviour.  Explain 
the  word  saviour  to  the  chil- 
dren, if  they  don't  understand, 
or  have  each  person  share  a 
short  testimony. 

4.  1:48a  -  "For  He  has  had 
regard  for...his  bondslave." 

How  do  you  feel  God  "regards" 
you?  Have  each  family  mem- 
ber read  Romans  8:31-39  and 
insert  his  or  her  name  wherever 
it  says  "us."  Then  read  the 
passage  aloud  and  discuss. 

5.  1:48  —  "...the  humble  es- 
tate." 

Mary  was  a  young  women  from 
a  "nowhere"  town  whom  God 
chose  to  use.  Have  the  family 
talk  about  why  He  chose  to  do 
it  that  way. 

6. 1:48 --"...of  his  bondslave." 
Talk  about  the  role  of  a  slave, 
and  how  Jesus  Christ  can  set 
people  free. 

7. 1:48b  "...for  behold  from 
this  time  on." 

Have  each  family  member 
thank  God  in  advance  for  his  or 
her  future — whether  one  day  or 
50  years.  Then  pray  collec- 
tively for  your  family's  future. 

8. 1:48b  --  "...all  generations 
will  count  me  blessed." 

Think  of  reasons  why  future 
generations  would  call  a  per- 
son blessed,  and  then  pray  that 
future  generations  will  be  thank- 
ful for  your  family  because  of 
your  faithfulness  to  Him. 

9.  1:49  -  "For  the  mighty 
One  has  done  great  things  for 
me." 

Have  each  person  name  two 
things  God  has  done  for  him  or 
her  in  the  last  two  weeks.  Share 
these  together,  and  think  of 
friends  you  can  tell,  too. 

10. 1:49b  -  "...and  holy  is  His 
name." 

Thank  God  for  His  holiness  and 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


purity.  Have  each  person  tell 
what  he  or  she  thinks  purity 
means,  and  then  have  each  one 
meditate  on  ways  God  is  puri- 
fying him  or  her. 

11.  1:50a  "...and  His 
mercy." 

Discuss  the  meaning  of  mercy 
and  praise  God  for  His  mercy. 
Have  each  family  member  ask 
himself,  "What  can  I  do  to  prac- 
tically reflect  God's  mercy?" 
Discuss. 

12.  1:50  --  "...upon  genera- 
tion after  generation." 

Make  up  a  list  of  your  family 
and  close  friends,  and  pray  for 
them  individually. 

13.  1:50  -  "...upon  genera- 
tion after  generation." 

Tell  your  children  a  story  of  a 
time  when  God  was  merciful  to 
you  as  a  child. 

14.  1:50  «  "...upon  genera- 
tion after  generation." 

Have  each  family  member  share 
about  his  or  her  favorite  Thanks- 
giving. 

15. 1:50  -  "...Those  who  fear 
Him." 

Thank  God  for  three  specific 
Christian  friends  He's  given 
your  family. 

16.  1:51  --  "He  has  done 
mighty  deeds  with  His  arm." 

Consider  God's  ability  to 
change  difficult  situations.  Pray 
for  a  person,  family,  or  city  that 
needs  a  "mighty  deed"  of  God. 

17. 1:51  --  "...scattered  those 
who  are  proud  in  the  thoughts 
of  their  heart" 

Talk  about  the  meaningofprick, 
and  have  each  person  think  of 
one  area  of  pride  in  his/her  life. 
Individually  pray  for  forgive- 
ness, and  then  share  collectively 
if  that  is  appropriate. 

18.  1:52  -  "He  has  brought 
down  rulers  from  their 


thrones." 

Herod  becomes  an  illustration 
of  Mary's  statement.  Pray  that 
leaders  in  your  church,  city, 
and  state  will  always  turn  their 
hearts  toward  God  —  so  such  a 
thing  need  not  occur. 

19.  1:52b  -  "...exalted  those 
who  were  humble." 

Think  of  leaders  you  know  who 
are  godly,  and  thank  God  for 
them. 

20. 1:53  ~  "He  has  filled  the 
hungry  with  good  things." 

For  whom,  besides  your  fam- 
ily, can  you  cook  a  Thanksgiv- 
ing meal  or  prepare  a  food  box? 
Make  plans  to  make  and  de- 
liver such  a  gift  as  a  family. 

21. 1:53  -  "...the  hungry  with 
good  things." 

Ask  your  family  to  itemize  the 
specific  foods  they  eat  today, 
and  thank  God  for  each  one. 
Tell  then  that  as  they  savor  each 
one,  they  can  savor  God 's  good- 
ness. 

22. 1:53  ~  "...the  hungry  with 
good  things." 

Share  your  thanksgiving  by 
"adopting"  a  Third  World  child 
through  a  monthly  relief  plan 
such  as  World  Vision, 
Children's  Fund,  etc.  Let  this 
be  a  family  decision,  and  in- 
volve the  children  as  much  as 
possible.  Or  give  to  a  local 
family  in  need. 

23.  1:53  -  "...sent  away  the 
rich  empty-handed." 

Determine  three  of  the  wealthi- 
est families  you  know,  and  pray 
that  God  would  give  them  His 
wisdom  in  their  financial  deal- 
ings and  every  aspect  of  their 
lives. 

24. 1:54  -  "He  has  given  help 
to  Israel  His  servant" 

Pray  for  the  nation  of  Israel  ~ 
not  as  a  political  entity  —  but  as 
a  people  who  have  been  used  of 
God  in  history  and  can  be  again. 


25. 1:54  --  "...help  to  Israel" 

Have  the  family  try  to  picture 
Bethlehem  in  their  minds,  and 
then  talk  about  how  insignifi- 
cant it  is  in  size.  Convey  the 
point  that  although  each  of  us 
may  feel  insignificant,  God  will 
use  us  in  a  mighty  way,  just  as 
He  used  an  insignificant  town 
in  one  of  the  most  significant 
events  in  history  —  Jesus'  birth. 

26. 1:55  --  "...as  He  spoke  to 
our  fathers." 

Recall  if  you  can  an  instance  in 
which  God  was  real  to  your 
parents  or  grandparents.  Share 
this  with  the  family. 

27. 1:55  --  "...to  Abraham  and 
his  offspring  forever." 
Discuss  the  meaning  of  the  term, 
father  in  the  faith,  and  include 
Abraham  as  an  example.  Then 
have  each  person  think  of  some- 
one who  is  his  or  her  "father  or 
mother  in  the  Lord."  Then  have 
each  person  write  a  note  to  his 
or  her  spiritual  parent  and  thank 
him  or  her  for  his  or  her  influ- 
ence. 

28. 1:55  -  "...to...his  offspring 
forever." 

Discuss  how  each  member  of 
the  family,  children  included, 
can  be  a  spiritual  parent  to  some- 
one. 

29. 1:55  -  "...forever." 
Talk  about  what  it  means  to  live 
with  God  and  His  children  for- 
ever. Ask  God  to  give  your 
family  a  real  taste  of  that  even 
while  on  earth. 

30.  Explain  that  this  entire  pas- 
sage is  called  "The  Magnificat," 
and  have  your  family  watch  for 
this  word  throughout  the  holi- 
days. Read  the  entire  passage 
aloud,  and  close  by  leading  the 
family  in  praise  choruses  and 
prayers  of  thanksgiving. 

Adapted  from  Virtue,  November, 
December  1982. 

PageS 


A  MONTH  OF 
THANKSGIVING 

by  Evelyn  Bence 

Traditionally  the  Christian  calendar  year  has  been  divided 
into  two  parts.  In  the  first  half,  from  Advent  to  Pentecost,  the 
church's  attention  is  drawn  to  God's  revelation  to  humanity. 
During  the  second  half,  the  focus  is  upon  our  response  to  God. 

Although  the  Pilgrims  did  not  plan  their  harvest  feast  to  fit 
in  with  the  ancient  church  calendar,  their  autumn  thanksgiving 
and  our  subsequent  commemoration  of  it  could  not  be  a  more 
fitting  way  to  close  out  the  Christian  year. 

So  why  not  plan  a  month-long  celebration  of  Thanksgiv- 
ing? When  you  turn  the  page  on  your  appointment  calendar 
beginning  with  November  1,  take  a  minute  and  write  on  each 
day's  square  an  item  for  which  you  will  thank  God  that  day. 

On  each  Monday,  place  the  name  of  a  person  who  is 
important  to  you. 

On  each  Tuesday,  write  the  name  of  a  favorite  place. 

On  the  Wednesdays,  name  four  attributes  of  God  you 
especially  appreciate. 

On  the  Thursdays,  put  the  names  of  food  you  like. 

On  the  Fridays,  write  the  names  of  machines  or  appliances 
you  would  not  like  to  live  without. 

On  the  Saturdays,  write  the  names  of  leisure  activities  you 
enjoy. 

On  the  Sundays,  record  the  names  of  biblical  characters 
whose  stories  have  strengthened  you. 

Each  November  morning,  as  you  glance  at  your  calendar, 
breathe  a  prayer  of  thanks  to  the  Giver  of  the  day's  gift. 

If  you  have  children,  try  this  same  exercise  on  the  calen- 
dars they  keep  —  individually  in  their  bedrooms  or  corporately 
on  the  refrigerator  door.  As  part  of  your  mealtime  or  bedtime 
prayer  routine,  remind  them  to  remember  the  November  thank 
you  of  the  day. 


SLOW  DOWN  AND  ENJOY 
YOURSELF 

by  Sara  DuBose  and  Denise  Turner 

1.  Pick  a  date  to  complete  your  Christmas  shopping  and 
gift  wrapping.  Stick  to  it.  When  the  shopping  is  done  you  will 
have  time  to  volunteer  with  church  projects,  help  the  elderly 
plan  and  purchase  gifts,  visit  the  nursing  home,  or  serve  in 
other  ways. 

2.  Examine  your  family  traditions  and  expectations.  Is 
it  realistic  to  believe  you  can  whip  up  gourmet  delights  for 
everyone  on  your  gift  list?  Probably  not.  Substitute  a  quick, 
easy  recipe  and  send  it  to  a  smaller  number  of  friends. 

Write  down  your  special  menus  and  purchase  items  early. 
If  you  have  that  extra  dozen  eggs  or  pound  of  flour  on  hand,  you 
won't  have  to  rush  back  to  the  grocery  store.  If  you  entertain, 
consider  combining  your  party  with  a  friend's  party.  It's  half 
the  work,  but  all  the  fun. 

3.  Never  forget  that  relationships  are  more  important 
than  mince-meat  pie  and  twinkle  lights.  Set  aside  five  to  ten 
minutes  a  day  to  call  someone  who  may  be  lonely,  sick, 
forgotten,  or  worried.  Your  attention  and  concern  may  be  his 
or  her  best  Christmas  present. 

4.  Say  yes  to  rest  and  no  to  stress.  You  know  your 
schedule  and  obligations  better  than  anyone.  Don't  allow 
yourself  to  feel  guilty  when  you  have  to  say  no  to  one  more 
assignment. 

Also,  be  sure  to  stick  to  your  exercise  routine  and  maintain 
good  nutrition  habits  during  the  holiday.  You  will  have  more 
energy. 

5.  Keep  your  quiet  time.  Nothing  slows  things  down 
more  than  spending  time  with  the  Author  of  Peace.  As  you 
study  and  pray,  ask  God  to  teach  you  from  His  Word  and  help 
you  share  your  faith  during  Christmas. 
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THANKSGIVING 

by  Katie  Roper 


The  giving  of  thanks  and  praise  to  God  for  His  blessings  on  us.  Sometimes  it  takes  a  catastrophe  or  a  tragedy  to  shake  us  up 
—  make  us  pause  and  realize  just  how  good  God  is  to  us.  He  has  spared  us  these  things,  so  we  should  be  doubly  grateful. 


H 


How  great  God  is  and  merciful  toward  us  in  sparing  us  tragedy.  We  hear  through  the  news  media  of  storms,  earthquakes, 
hurricanes,  volcanoes,  high  winds,  and  high  waters  that  have  taken  place  in  various  parts  of  the  world  —  so  many  have  lost 
crops,  homes,  loved  ones,  and  are  left  with  nothing.  We  should  shout  with  praise  and  thanksgiving:  "Thank  you,  Lord,  for 
your  blessings  on  me." 


Answers  to  our  prayers.  In  most  every  praise  and  prayer  service  in  our  church,  someone  expresses  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
answered  prayer. 


N 


K 

S 
G 
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National  missionary  workers.  We  have  no  other  missionaries  except  national  workers  in  Mexico  and  the  Philippines  right 
now.  We  should  thank  God  for  Free  Will  Baptists  who  began  missionary  work  in  these  countries  —  especially  the  Rev. 
T.  E.  Timmons  and  his  family  in  Mexico,  and  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Harold  Jones  in  the  Philippines.  These  men  and  their  families 
made  disciples,  established  churches,  and  taught  and  trained  "called  out"  men  of  God  to  become  missionaries  to  their  own 
people.  Many  have  become  Christians  because  of  their  ministries. 

Kindling  the  fire  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  our  hearts  that  quickens  us  to  work  and  support  our  missionaries  who  are  working  to 
feed  lost  souls  with  the  Word  of  God  and  to  supply  their  physical  needs. 

Study  the  Word  of  God  that  we  might  know  how  to  witness  for  Jesus  without  being  ashamed. 

Giving  of  ourselves  to  God,  living  sacrifices,  holy  and  acceptable  to  His  will,  which  is  our  reasonable  service. 

Intercessory  prayer  that  takes  us  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  where  Jesus  awaits  our  petitions  and  presents  them  to  God. 

Victory  over  sin,  the  devil,  self,  and  temptation.  He  bought  us  and  He  paid  for  us  with  His  own  precious  blood  and  gave  us 
life  eternal.  Yes,  praise  God,  there  is  victory  in  Jesus! 


In  everything  give  thanks:  for  friends,  freedom  of  worship  with  other  believers  in  our  church;  our  missionaries  in  Bulgaria; 
for  means  of  transportation  with  the  ability  to  get  around;  for  abundance  of  good  food  and  water;  for  shelter,  heat,  and  clothing; 
for  the  ability  to  work  and  make  a  living;  for  accessible  medical  care  and  nursing  homes.  Many  more  blessings  that  we  take 
for  granted  are  unknown  to  many.  To  God  be  the  glory! 


Never  ending  mighty  love  of  Jesus  whom  to  know  is  peace  that  the  world  outside  of  Christ  has  never  known.  Great  is  His 
faithfulness  and  His  mercy  and  forgiveness  are  past  understanding. 


Guidance,  comfort,  and  inspiration  of  His  Holy  Word  through  the  Holy  Spirit,  guidance  in  sharing  His  blessings  to  others 
who  are  less  fortunate  than  we. 


Katie  Roper  has  worshiped  and  served  at  Sidney  Church  for  over  five  decades.  She  has  taught  Sunday  School,  directed  the  YFA,  and  is 
currently  foreign  missions  chairperson  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary.  She  has  been  married  to  Edwin  Roper  for  sixty-three  years.  They  have  two 
children,  four  grandchildren,  and  five  great-grandchildren. 
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GRATITUDE  LIST 

by  Sharon  M.  Van  Scoy 


Have  you  ever  felt  so  sorry  for  yourself  you  couldn't  think  of 
a  single  reason  why  you  should  be  thankful?  I  have.  I  used  to 
indulge  in  generous  helpings  of  self-pity.  The  world  turned  bleak 
and  grey. 

Then  I  met  a  woman  with  a  commanding  presence,  a  fellow 
traveler  in  life  who  was  wise. ..and  brutally  honest  when  need  be! 
She  recognized  the  subtle  signs  I  tried  so  hard  to  hide  from  the 
world. 

We  became  good  friends.  One  day,  sensing  a  new  siege  of  self- 
pity  brewing  within  me,  she  turned  to  me  with  blazing  eyes.  "You 
are  a  selfish,  spoiled  brat.  I  doubt  if  you  have  ever  been  truly 
grateful  to  God  for  anything  He  has  seen  fit  to  give  you.  No,  you 
overlook  it  completely  and  rush  ahead  to  your  newest  beef  against 
the  world,  always  negative,  always  refusing  to  be  satisfied  with 
today's  blessing!" 

The  words  stung  like  acid.  They  jolted  my  very  soul.  But  I 
knew  the  concern  behind  them,  and  was  glad  she  loved  me  enough 
to  confront  me. 

"Have  you  ever  thanked  God  for  anything?  Consistently?" 

I  had  to  admit  the  times  were  very  rare.  I  generally  spent  my 
skimpy  prayer  time  in  petitioning  God,  instead  of  thanking  Him  for 
His  blessings. 

"Then,  beginning  tonight,  make  a  list  of  all  the  things  of  the  day 
you  are  grateful  for.  And  take  a  few  extra  moments  to  thank  Him 
for  each  and  every  one.  It's  time  you  stopped  taking  His  blessings 
for  granted!" 

I'm  a  rebel  at  heart,  but  there  was  something  in  what  she  said 
that  forced  me  to  take  a  small  notebook  to  my  bedroom  that  night 


and  go  over  the  day's  events,  searching  for  things  for  which  to  be 
grateful. 

It  surprised  me  that  there  were  a  dozen.  Oh,  they  were  small 
~  material  things  for  the  most  part.  I  was  grateful  for  my  car,  my 
house,  the  washer  and  dryer  (that  saved  me  that  hated  trip  to  the 
laundromat).  I  was  grateful  for  the  food  in  my  cupboards  and  the 
clothes  upon  my  back. 

For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  gave  a  silent  prayer  of  thanks  for 
the  things  I'd  always  taken  for  granted. 

I  kept  making  a  list  and  found  it  made  me  more  grateful  during 
the  day  for  the  blessings  that  came  my  way.  It  brought  a  heightened 
awareness  of  the  daily  miracles  of  life,  and  made  me  thankful  for  all 
the  Lord  did  for  me  each  day. 

Over  the  following  year,  the  list  changed,  reflecting  my  deep- 
ening perspective.  Material  things  dropped  from  precedence, 
replaced  by  a  deep  gratitude  for  my  personal  relationships  and  for 
my  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ. 

My  appreciation  of  God's  handiwork  was  heightened.  Sunsets 
were  spectacular;  an  ant  struggling  with  a  bit  of  food  in  its  mouth 
was  a  lesson  in  perseverance.  I  took  joy  in  my  health  and  my 
expanding  relationship  with  my  young  daughter  (which  blossomed 
like  a  flower).  All  aspects  of  my  life  were  seen  blessed  in  small 
ways,  as  well  as  large  ways.  My  bond  with  my  Maker  became 
secure  and  meaningful  in  a  deeply  treasured  way. 

There  was  no  longer  any  need,  nor  room,  for  self-pity. 

If  you  are  plagued  with  negative  thoughts,  try  making  a 
gratitude  list.  It  could  change  your  life  as  it  has  changed  mine. 

Reprinted  from  The  Evangelical  Beacon,  November  4,  1985. 
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A  GRATEFUL  HEART 

by  the  Rev.  Morris  Chapman 

"Thanksgiving  is  preeminently  a  condition  of  the  heart." 


A  few  years  ago  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  a  local  "quiz  kids'" 
show  was  conducted  over  a  Midwestern  radio  station.  The 
quizmaster,  calling  each  boy  or  girl  to  the  microphone,  asked  the 
youngster  what  he  or  she  was  especially  thankful  for.  The  usual 
answers  were  offered.  Some  were  thankful  for  a  happy  home; 
others  had  kind  parents,  playmates,  etc.,  etc. 

A  twelve-year-old  girl  in  the  seventh  grade  had  really  caught 
the  spirit  of  Thanksgiving  Day.  Her  unexpected  answer  to  the 
quizmaster  must  have  deeply  impressed  countless  radio  listeners: 
"I'm  thankful  for  everything  God  has  done  for  me  and  everyone 
else,  not  only  today  but  all  during  the  year." 

Thanksgiving  is  a  distinctly  American  holiday.  It  celebrates  no 
birth,  no  battle,  no  anniversary  of  soldiers  or  of  statesmen.  It  is 
preeminently  a  condition  of  the  heart,  a  pilgrimage  into  the  ever- 
beckoning  land  of  gratitude. 

You  may  ask,  "For  what  shall  we  give  thanks?"  The  Psalmist 
replies,  "Bless  the  LORD,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits" 
(Psalm  103:2).  Life  is  full  of  blessings.  Blessings  come  from  God's 
great  storehouse.  We  hear  a  lot  of  talk  today  about  "fringe  benefits" 
in  the  area  of  employment.  Well,  there  are  countless  "fringe 
benefits"  which  come  freely  from  the  hand  of  God.  Be  thankful! 

The  Apostle  Paul  answered  the  question  of  what  we  should  be 
thankful  for  when  he  said,  "In  every  thing  give  thanks:  for  this  is  the 
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will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you"  (1  Thessalonians  5:18). 
We  can  thank  God  for  all  He  sends  us,  for  nothing  that  comes  from 
His  gracious  hand  will  be  sent  to  hurt  us. 

The  great  master  of  music,  George  Herbert,  penned  these 
immortal  words: 

Thou  hast  given  so  much  to  me, 

Give  one  thing  more  ~  a  grateful  heart; 

Not  thankful  when  it  pleaseth  me, 

As  if  thy  blessings  had  spare  days, 

But  such  a  heart  whose  pulse  may  be  Thy  praise. 

Have  you  have  a  hard  time  this  past  year,  since  last  Thanksgiv- 
ing? The  Scriptures  tell  us  we  should  give  thanks  for  it.  Hard  times 
struggled  with  in  the  name  of  Jesus  become  victories  by  and  by,  and 
we  are  stronger  people  through  the  battles  we  endure. 

Have  you  had  sorrow?  Bereavement?  Through  your  tears, 
give  thanks,  for  it  is  through  difficult  circumstances  that  souls  grow. 
Whatever  life  has  brought,  the  message  is:  Give  thanks. 

"I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song,  and  will  magnify 
him  with  thanksgiving"  (Psalm  69:30). 

Reprinted  from  The  Evangelical  Beacon,  November  4,  1985. 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


WESLEY  HINES  LICENSED 


MARRIAGE  IN  BULGARIA 

by  Willem  van  der  Plas 


Wesley  Hines  (left)  and  the  Rev.  Ed  Thornton,  pastor  of  Aspen  Grove  Church  at  the  time  of  the  licensing. 

On  September  12, 1993,  Wesley  A.  Hines,  son  of  Bruce  and  Marie  Hines,  was  licensed  as 
a  Free  Will  Baptist  minister.  He  is  a  member  of  Aspen  Grove  Church  and  is  presently 
attending  Mount  Olive  College. 


TOPIC  ANNOUNCED 

The  topic  for  the  State  Youth  Conven- 
tion Public  Speaking  competition  is  "Step- 
ping Up  to  Jesus."  Sponsors  needing  more 
information  about  the  competition  are  en- 
couraged to  contact  their  district  youth  chair- 
man. 

CAPE  FEAR  CONFERENCE 
SCHEDULED 

The  139th  Annual  Session  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  will  convene  November 
4, 1993,  at  Powhatan  Church.  Registration 
will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  The  speaker  for  the 
Conference  will  be  the  Rev.  Al  Markuson, 
pastor  of  Genesis  Mission. 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE 
TO  MEET 

The  245th  Annual  Session  of  the  Cen- 
tral Conference  will  convene  on  November 
11, 1993,  at  La  Grange  Church.  Registra- 
tion will  begin  at  9  a.m.,  with  the  Confer- 
ence starting  at  9:30.  The  Rev.  W.  Scott 
Sowers,  pastor  of  Marlboro  Church,  will 
speak  at  the  Conference. 

HOMECOMING  AT 
ELM  GROVE  CHURCH 

Elm  Grove  Church  celebrated  its  an- 
nual Homecoming  service  on  October  10. 
Worship  began  at  11,  with  special  singing 
by  Paula  Lee,  Ken  Lee,  Bonnie  Cribbs,  and 
the  choir. 

A  memorial  service  by  Nina  Fussell 
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was  held  for  the  church  members  who  had 
passed  away  since  last  Homecoming.  The 
four  members  remembered  were:  Mr.  Levi 
Worthington,  Mrs.  Juanita  Bryan,  Mr.  Stuart 
Shirley,  and  Mrs.  Anna  Chappell.  Flowers 
were  given  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna 
Chappell  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  T.  Chappell. 

Every  year  a  Church  Member  of  the 
Year  is  chosen.  The  Church  Member  rec- 
ognized for  1993  was  Cheryl  Manning. 
Cheryl  is  a  very  dedicated  member.  She  is 
church  clerk,  secretary  of  the  Woman's 
Auxiliary,  a  Sunday  School  teacher,  AFC 
leader,  and  a  teacher  of  thechildren'schurch. 
Cheryl  is  a  very  deserving  person  and  is 
appreciated  very  much.  She  is  married  to 
Terry  Manning  and  they  have  a  daughter, 
Jenny. 

The  pastor,  Steve  Hargrove,  brought  a 
very  inspiring  message  on  the  Great  Home- 
coming. At  noon,  everyone  enjoyed  lunch 
and  fellowship  together. 

A  NOTE  OF  THANKS 

The  Rev.  Charlie  Overton  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  are  pleased  to  express  their  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  many  cards,  flowers,  items 
of  food,  and  visits  during  their  recent  ill- 
nesses. The  kindness  and  generosity  of 
those  who  remembered  them  is  appreciated 
by  Charlie,  Mary,  and  their  family.  Their 
words  of  thanks  go  out  to  all  who  remem- 
bered them. 

A  special  thanks  is  extended  to  the 
minister  friends  who  visited. 


Dirk  and  Julia 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  have  Dirk  and  Julia 
with  us  last  spring.  They  married  at 
Cragmont  on  April  29.  Lydia  was  able  to 
attend  the  wedding,  which  was  officiated 
by  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  whose  home 
was  also  a  home  for  Dirk  since  he  left 
Mount  Olive  College. 

Here  in  Balchik,  we  planned  a  special 
ceremony  for  them,  which  we  celebrated  in 
Dutch  style.  We  were  together  with  many 
Bulgarian  friends.  For  them,  it  might  have 
been  the  first  wedding  party  which  was 
celebrated  without  alcoholic  beverages. 
Bulgaria  is  a  famous  wine-producing  coun- 
try. 

In  the  ceremony,  we  set  aside  time  for 
the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  After 
a  brief  explanation  of  this  beautiful  com- 
memoration, many  of  the  guests  who  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  Christ  as  Saviour  did  partake 
in  the  symbols  of  bread  and  wine.  There 
was  solemn  unity  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord.  In  this  way,  we  could  witness  Jesus 
Christ  as  personal  Saviour  for  all  living 
people  on  earth. 

Our  friend,  Anatoli,  a  Russian  musi- 
cian who  studied  at  the  famous  Moscow 
conservatorium,  played  the  chosen  songs 
on  the  grand  piano.  We  sang  in  Bulgarian, 
English,  and  Dutch  at  the  same  time.  The 
official  ceremony  was  held  in  a  former 
Orthodox  Church  building,  which  is  now 
used  as  a  concert  hall. 

The  refreshments  were  prepared  in  the 
restaurant  of  a  private  fitness  clinic  and 
organized  by  our  special  friend,  Dr.  Peter 
Vulkov. 
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In  several  ways,  Dirk  and  Julia  became  instruments  of  witness  to  more  than  50 
Bulgarians  of-very  different  backgrounds  and  cultures. 

The  thought  of  my  meditation  was:  "Interrelationships  that  are  based  on  interdepen- 
dency  in  the  love  of  God"  (Genesis  2:20b-24).  God  only  is  the  performer  of  the  oneness 
in  the  highest  form. 

After  the  wedding  ceremony,  several  Bulgarian  friends  came  to  me  to  thank  me  for 
sharing  God's  truth  in  this  way  with  them.  One  of  them  said,  "Now  I  understand  my 
marriage  and  my  family  life  are  under  the  protection  of  God's  leadership.  We  never  could 
imagine  how  the  Lord  can  be  present  in  marriage  and  His  presence  is  essential  for  happy 
family  life." 

We  urge  you  to  pray  for  all  young  believers  in  this  country.  Many  powers  are  working 
against  the  Kingdom  of  the  Lord  and  we  must  work  to  our  utmost  to  show  the  love  of  God 
to  all  we  meet. 

Lydia  and  I  thank  everybody  whole  heartedly  for  the  care  which  they  have  shown  to 
Dirk  in  the  time  that  we  have  been  far  away.  Be  sure  that  Dirk  always  understood  that  your 
homes  were  open  to  him. 


TWO  MONTHS  IN  THE 
PHILIPPINES 

by  Harold  Jones 
The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  an- 
nounced at  the  Convention  that  Sandra  and 
I  are  going  to  the  Philippines  for  two  months, 
from  November  16, 1993,  through  January 
21,  1994.  This  was  not  a  hastily  made 
decision,  but  one  that  came  after  much 
prayer.  I  visited  the  Philippines  in  April  of 
this  year;  and  upon  returning,  I  reported  to 
the  Board  and  requested  at  that  time  the 
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opportunity  to  go  back  and  work  for  more 
than  a  couple  of  weeks.  The  Philippine 
churches  have  requested,  in  their  last  two 
Annual  Sessions,  that  we  send  missionaries 
back  to  the  Philippines  to  help  in  the  evan- 
gelistic effort.  The  Board  approved  this 
two-month  service  in  its  Board  meeting  of 
August  10, 1993. 

The  announcement  at  the  Convention 
has  caused  much  talk  and  speculation.  Let 
me  assure  you  that  the  reason  for  our  going 
is  pure  and  from  the  heart.  We  will  work 


alongside  our  Filipino  brothers  and  sisters 
to  make  the  church  stronger  and  more  pro- 
gressive. I  will  be  involved  directly  in  our 
outreach  ministry  and  Sandra  will  work  in 
areas,  such  as  the  kindergarten  and  estab- 
lishing the  Woman's  Auxiliary. 

The  period  of  time  that  we  will  be  away 
is  the  time  when  our  workload  with  the 
office  is  the  lightest.  This  is  because  of  the 
holiday  season.  We  are  working  to  com- 
plete all  the  necessary  work  that  is  due 
during  those  two  months,  so  there  will  be  no 
slow  down  in  the  work.  Contributions  will 
be  receipted  weekly  and  you  will  receive 
the  normal  correspondence  from  this  of- 
fice. The  Rev.  Wayne  King,  who  is  a  Board 
member,  will  be  in  the  office  as  needed  to 
handle  necessary  correspondence. 

We  are  excited  about  this  opportunity 
and  ask  you  to  stand  with  us  in  prayer.  Your 
prayers  will  make  this  a  successful  venture 
and  bring  glory  to  the  Lord.  We  also  ask 
you  to  continue  your  faithful  financial  sup- 
port for  the  Foreign  Missions  program. 
There  are  workers  in  India,  Nepal,  Mexico, 
Bulgaria,  and  the  Philippines  who  are  able 
to  share  Christ  daily  because  you  pray  and 
give.  Your  faithfulness  while  we  are  away 
will  show  that  you  support  us  in  this  work 
that  we  know  the  Lord  has  directed  us  to  do 
at  this  time. 

Thank  you. 

LITTLE  ONES  PRECIOUS 
IN  GOD'S  SIGHT 
by  Luz  dela  Rosa 

To  God  be  the  glory! 

We  thank  God  for  giving  us  the  burden 
concerning  little  members  of  God's  family. 
Palawan  Bible  College  started  its  first  year 
of  preschool  classes  last  June  14,  1993. 
God  has  been  so  good  to  us  by  sending  18 
kindergarten  pupils  and  9  energetic  and 
cute  nursery  pupils. 

Two  of  our  college  faculty  members 
are  handling  the  preschool  classes.  They 
are  helped  by  two  Bachelor  students.  There 
is  a  great  joy  in  serving  God,  especially 
with  the  small  ones.  Our  classes  are  from  8 
a.m.  to  10:30  a.m.  For  the  main  time,  we 
only  borrowed  two  classrooms  from  the 
college  to  serve  as  the  kindergarten  class- 
rooms. 

We  organized  the  parents  -  teachers 
association  during  our  induction  program; 
the  Rev.  Jaapal  Ontong  was  our  devotional 
speaker.  It  was  followed  by  the  induction 
of  officers;  our  inducting  officer  was  the 
Rev.  Pio  dela  Rosa.  The  children  presented 
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some  action  songs  and  rhymes.  Parents  and 
teachers  both  enjoyed  the  program. 

Children  can  serve  as  bridges  for  par- 
ents when  it  comes  to  spiritual  matters.  We 
teach  the  children  to  pray  and  to  memorize 
verses.  We  also  have  a  time  for  Bible 
stories.  Seventy-five  percent  of  the  stu- 
dents belong  to  Catholic  families. 

Please  continue  to  pray  for  our  kinder- 
garten students,  teachers,  and  most  espe- 
cially the  school  building. 

NOTE  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF 
FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

Because  the  work  in  Bulgaria  has  not 
proceeded  as  we  had  hoped,  after  much 
prayer,  thought,  and  evaluation,  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  has  asked  the  Paul 
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Grubbs  Family  to  return  to  North  Carolina 
by  December  1, 1993.  After  that  date,  Paul 
will  be  available  for  pastoral  work. 
Churches  interested  in  his  services  may 
contact  him  at  the  following  address:  358 
Burncoat  Road,  Pink  Hill,  NC28572;  phone 
number,  919-568-6155. 

As  always,  interested  churches  can 
contact  the  Executive  Administrator,  the 
Rev.  C.  H.  Overman,  Box  39,  Ayden,  NC 
28513;  phone  number,  919-746-4963. 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  wishes 
to  express  appreciation  to  the  Grubbs  Fam- 
ily for  their  service  in  the  Philippines  and  in 
Bulgaria.  We  appreciate  their  willingness 
to  serve  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
through  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 
We  wish  them  God's  speed  in  the  ministry 
that  He  has  in  store  for  them. 


"KINFOLK" 
A  Family  Conference  at  Cragmont 

Some  years  ago,  there  was  a  "family 
week"  held  at  Cragmont.  It  is  our  hope  that 
you,  the  Free  Will  Baptist  people,  are  still 
interested  in  a  conference  that  is  designed 
for  the  family.  Plans  are  now  in  progress 
for  such  a  week.  We  are  working  with  a 
concept  that  the  week  should  include  talks 
and  discussions  that  center  around  the  fam- 
ily. It  is  our  desire  to  offer  information, 
help,  and  encouragement  so  that  you  may 
discover  some  of  the  causes  of  problems 
confronting  the  family  of  today's  world. 
We  also  hope  that  you  will  discover  ways  of 
working  through  these  problems  as  a  fam- 
ily. So,  this  conference  is  not  just  a  vacation 
for  your  family.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
doing  ministry,  which  is  what  Cragmont  is 
THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


A  group  of  retreat  attenders  from  Stancill's  Chapel  Church. 


all  about.  There  will  be  talks  involving  the  whole  family.  There  will  be  discussion  groups 
for  adults,  teens,  and  activities  planned  for  the  smaller  children.  Yes,  there  will  be  free  time 
for  your  family  to  sight-see,  shop,  or  whatever  you  may  want  to  do  apart  from  the  group. 
The  dates  for  "Kinfolk"  are  April  3-7, 1994.  If  you  are  interested  in  this  family  conference, 
please  write  to  "Kinfolk,"  c/o  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black 
Mountain,  NC  2871 1;  or  call  (704)  669-7677. 

CRAGMONT  CLUB 

500  Cragmont  Club  members  would  generate  $60,000  per  year. 
700  Cragmont  Club  members  would  generate  $84,000  per  year. 
1,000  Cragmont  Club  members  would  generate  $120,000  per  year. 

We  are  living  in  a  time  when  the  support  from  churches  to  the  denominational 
ministries  is  waning.  Therefore,  denominational  ministries  have  almost  been  pushed  into 
developing  programs  which  target  the  individual  in  order  to  gather  funds  needed  to  operate. 
With  this  in  mind,  the  Cragmont  Club  was  born  in  1980.  The  Cragmont  Club  is  a  fund- 
raising  program  designed  to  involve  a  lot  of  people  without  asking  a  lot  from  any  one  person. 

The  Cragmont  Club  costs  $10  per  month  per  person.  For  this  $10  per  month,  you  and 
your  immediate  family  may  spend  a  weekend,  or  the  equivalent  of  a  weekend,  at  Cragmont 
at  no  cost.  As  you  should  be  able  to  see  from  the  numbers  above,  the  more  people  we  involve 
in  the  program,  the  more  funds  we  have  to  operate.  Because  the  amount  each  family  gives 
is  relatively  low,  the  program  should  not  diminish  the  amounts  given  by  churches. 

Currently,  there  are  approximately  290  members.  We  would  love  to  have  you 
participate  in  this  program.  Just  mail  your  check,  earmarked  "Cragmont  Club,"and  we  will 
take  care  of  the  rest. 

SNOWHOUND 

"SnowHound"  is  the  name  of  Cragmont's  new  skiing  program.  Not  only  do  we  still 
arrange  skiing  at  Wolf  Laurel,  but  we  now  offer  devotions,  Bible  studies,  with  the  young 
person  in  mind.  All  you  have  to  do  is  come!  Interested?  Make  your  reservations  today! 

For  more  information,  write:  SnowHound,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain, 
NC  28711;  or  call,  (704)  669-7677. 
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Maybe  you  meant  to  get  something 
from  the  store  before  you  left  Cragmont 
and  you  never  got  around  to  it  —  we  can  mail 
items  to  you.  What  will  it  cost?  The  cost 
will  be  the  price  of  the  item  plus  postage 
and  handling. 

STUDY  COURSE  PLANNED 

The  Central  District  Woman's  Auxil- 
iary will  have  a  study  course  on  November 
29  at  Ormondsville  Church.  Mrs.  Ruth 
Cotton  West  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  The 
program  will  begin  at  7  p.m.  Refreshments 
and  a  time  of  fellowship  will  follow. 

FROM  A  HOUSEPARENT'S 
POINT  OF  VIEW... 
by  Bill  and  Joanne  Brooks 

On  August  23,  1993,  we  began  what 
we  expect  to  become  the  most  exciting 
odyssey  of  both  our  personal  and  profes- 
sional lives  —  we  became  child  care  work- 
ers at  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Children's  Home. 
We  feel  richly  blessed  and  filled  with  grati- 
tude that  our  Lord  chose  us  to  be  a  part  of 
this  vital  ministry. 

While  we  recognize  these  children  rep- 
resent a  wide  cross-section  of  the  youth  of 
this  area  —  male  and  female;  teens  and 
preteens;  many  economical,  educational, 
and  cultural  levels;  children  with  many 
varied  problems  —  they  all  have  two  com- 
mon needs.  Each  one  needs  to  feel  safe  and 
to  be  loved. 

We  pray  that  along  with  the  entire  staff 
we  can  meet  these  needs.  It  is  our  hope  and 
prayer  that  each  child's  life  will  be  a  little 
better  when  he  leaves  than  when  he  came  to 
us.  Certainly,  each  one  will  affect  our  lives. 

We  feel  doubly  blessed  to  be  privi- 
leged to  be  a  part  of  a  staff  of  loyal, 
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Bill  and  Joanne  Brooks 


dedicated  men  and  women  whose  tireless 
efforts  and  stewardship  guide  this  remark- 
able endeavor  with  prudence  and  foresight. 

As  we  look  ahead  to  our  new  begin- 
ning, we  are  grateful  for  this  opportunity; 
but  more  importantly,  we  are  filled  with 
joy,  ever  how  enriched  and  fulfilled  our 
lives  have  become.  We  look  now  toward  a 
future  of  continued  commitment  and  pray 
for  a  world  where  someday  all  our  jobs  will 
be  eliminated. 

Until  that  day,  with  God's  guidance, 
the  odyssey  continues.... 

LODGE  ASSISTS  HOME 

Once  again,  the  members  of  Lodge 
1087  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  sent 
their  donations  to  the  Home  on  August  19. 
This  year,  cookware  and  school  supplies 
were  sent.  The  staff  of  the  Home  would  like 
to  thank  Mr.  Bunn  and  the  Lodge  for  their 
efforts.  Pictured  here  is  Mr.  Roney  Bunn, 
current  member  of  the  Lodge  and  also  a 
former  Board  member  of  the  Home. 

(The  staff  of  the  Home  was  happy  to 
hear  that  Mr.  Bunn  has  accepted  the  call 
into  the  ministry.) 
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The  'Board  of 'Directors 
invites  you  and  your  guests  to 
our  Annual Luncheon  for 
friends  ofCHUdren  Appreciation  Day 
9{pvemSer20, 1993 
12  O^pon 
Whitley  Center 
<R$V<2  by  Oipvember  10, 1993 


Speaker:  Mr.  Jerry  Smith,  Director 


Wilson  County  Department  Social Services 


THE  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  SINGERS  TO  HEAD  TO  NEW  YORK  CITY 


For  20  years,  the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  have  sparkled  across  stages  in  our  nation's  capitol, 
our  state's  capitol,  and  throughout  the  eastern  United  States.  In  keeping  with  this  tradition,  the  Singers 
will  travel  to  New  York  City  in  November  and  march  in  Macy's  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  as  part  of 
America  Sings! 

Representing  MOC  and  our  entire  region  are,  from  left  (in  front),  Cynthia  Kennedy  of  Lucama  (a 
member  of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Wilson  County),  Beth  Crawford  of  Faison,  (middle  row)  Lorie  Pittman 
of  Goldsboro,  Lynn  Lawhorn  of  Four  Oaks,  Sharon  Hinnant  of  Goldsboro,  Michelle  Troutman  of  Mount 
Olive,  (back  row)  Philip  Crawley  Jr.  of  Swansboro,  Clifton  Cuddington  (a  member  of  Stoney  Creek 
Church,  Wayne  County),  Dwayne  Bevell  of  Goldsboro,  Christopher  Tatro  of  New  Bern,  Bobby  Boyd  of 
Mount  Olive,  Jared  Young  of  Goldsboro,  and  Kevin  Nowell  of  Four  Oaks  (a  member  of  Saint  Mary's 
Church,  Johnston  County).  Irene  Patten,  professor  of  fine  arts,  directs  the  Singers. 

Watch  for  these  talented  performers  on  television. 
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KURALT  STIRS  UP  MEMORIES 

by  Cecil  Cahoon  II 


More  than  2,000  people  from  as  far  away  as 
Morehead  City  and  Greensboro  packed  Col- 
lege Hall  on  the  Mount  Olive  College  cam- 
pus to  see  and  hear 
Charles  Kuralt's  ode  to 
the  state,  "North  Caro- 
lina Is  My  Home." 

The  Loonis  Mc- 
Glohon  Trio,  with  New 
York  singers  Jim 
Campbell  and  Marlene 
VerPlanck,  sang  and 
played  through  Kuralt's 
narration.  His  verse  and 
stories  told  tales  of  North 
Carolina  history  and  in- 
cluded light-hearted 
quips  about  Carolina  cui- 
sine, religion,  and  child- 
hood custom. 

"You  brought  back 
to  me  things  I  hadn't  re- 
membered in  years,"  a 
woman  told  Kuralt  after 
the  show. 

At  a  pre-show  din- 
ner, Kuralt  explained  that 
the  program  was  created 
when  Gov.  Jim  Hunt,  then 
in  his  second  term,  asked 
the  veteran  CBS  newsman  and  composer 
McGlohon  to  arrange  a  celebration  for  the 
state's  upcoming  400th  anniversary. 

"It  was  only  supposed  to  be  achildren's 
record,"  Kuralt  said. 

But  when  the  record  sold  out,  and  book 
versions  of  the  record  sold  out,  Kuralt  and 
McGlohon  organized  a  live  performance  of 
the  program.  Nearly  10  years  later,  the 
program  still  sells  out  convention  centers 
and  performing  halls  around  the  state,  he 
said. 

Besides  in-state  performances,  he  said 
shows  were  well-received  in  London  and 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia. 

Kuralt  invited  his  audience  during  the 
program  to  remember  instances  that  many 
North  Carolinians  share:  family  dinner  on 
the  church  grounds  at  homecoming,  the 
surprising  "blackberry  winter"  that  chills 
mornings  in  mid-spring,  and  the  travails  of 
farming. 

He  brought  laughter  when  telling  of  a 
transplanted  North  Carolinian  in  New  York, 
dining  on  such  upscale  fare  as  escargot  and 
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caviar  but  craving  local  barbecue,  collard 
greens,  and  cornbread.  "There's  nothing  to 
eat  up  there,"  he  complains. 


Kuralt  made  note  of  the  widespread 
religious  fervor  that  swept  through  the  state 
in  the  nineteenth  century.  One  circuit- 
riding  judge,  he  said,  asked  if  any  Presby- 
terians lived  in  a  community  the  jurist  was 
visiting.  A  woman  told  the  judge  her  father 
has  "skinned  a  varmint  and  nailed  his  hide 
to  the  back  of  the  barn,"  and  invited  the 
judge  to  see  if  the  animal  was  the  creature 
he  sought,  he  said. 

Dialogue  of  a  more  serious  nature  was 
also  included.  Kuralt  talked  of  his  grand- 
mother, a  teacher  in  Onslow  County  who 
taught  him  to  love  books  and  learning,  and 
his  grandfather,  a  tobacco  farmer  named 
John  Bishop. 

Kuralt  said  Bishop  sometimes  let  him 
raise  a  thermometer  to  his  tobacco  barn's 
high  window  and  ask  the  boy  gravely  if  he 
thought  the  heat  was  curing  the  leaf  evenly. 

Adding  his  grandfather  to  a  list  of 
native  luminaries  —  David  Brinkley,  C.  B. 
Aycock,  Presidents  Andrew  Jackson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  and  James  K.  Polk,  John 
Coltrane,  Ava  Gardner,  Andy  Griffith,  Tho- 


mas Wolfe,  and  others  —  Kuralt  quoted 
their  prophesies  coming  from  the  state  an- 
them. This  is  "where  the  weak  grow  strong 
and  the  strong  grow 
weak,"  he  said. 

Kuralt's  entourage 
greeted  audience  mem- 
bers at  a  reception  in  the 
Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center  after  the  program. 
Many  reported  following 
his  career  through  his  "On 
the  Road"  series  and 
"CBS  Sunday  Morning." 

Ermon  Godwin,  of 
Spivey's  Corner,  gave 
Kuralt  an  anniversary 
edition  of  a  book  on  that 
community's  "Hollerin' 
Contest."  Kuralt  said  he 
reported  the  first  one  in 
an  "On  the  Road"  seg- 
ment in  1969.  Godwin 
said  the  television  report 
p  "put  us  on  the  map." 

Though  he  had  not 
seen  Godwin  since  that 
year,  Kuralt  recognized 
him.  "What'swrongwith 
this  —  I  get  bigger  and 
balder  with  age,  but  you  haven't  changed  a 
bit,"  he  told  Godwin. 

The  group's  second  visit  to  Mount 
Olive  included  a  tour  of  the  Mount  Olive 
Pickle  Company.  Former  president  Johnny 
Walker  conducted  the  tour  for  Campbell, 
Ms.  VerPlanck,  and  McGlohon. 

Walker  said  he  first  met  Kuralt  and  his 
entourage  at  their  first  Mount  Olive  perfor- 
mance in  1 988,  and  he  had  continued  corre- 
spondence with  them  since. 

Reprinted  from  News-Argus. 

Good  day,  Mr.  Kuralt  Mount  Olive  College  Trustee 
Marvin  R.  Waters  of  Durham  (right)  is  shown  with  CBS 
newsman  Charles  Kuralt  in  MOC's  Lois  K  Murphy 
Regional  Center.  Waters,  who  attended  a  special  dinner 
for  Kuralt  and  Company  before  the  performance  of 
"North  Carolina  Is  My  Home,"  brought  a  hand-drawn 
card  from  Peggy  Waters'  fourth  grade  class  at  Forest 
View  Elementary  School  in  Durham.  The  students  had 
been  inspired  to  write  Kuralt  after  watching  a  video  tape 
of  "North  Carolina  Is  My  Home"  in  conjunction  with  a 
North  Carolina  scrapbook  Ms.  Waters'  classes  make 
each  year.  The  Waters  are  members  of  Saint  Mary's 
Church  in  New  Bern,  and  he  serves  as  interim  pastor  of 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church  in  Raleigh  (photo  by  Patti 
O'Donogue). 
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OH,  ISRAEL! 

by  Randy  Cobb 


I  quickly  awoke  as  I  felt  a  drop  in  elevation.  Feeling  as  if  I  had 
slept  for  months,  I  was  extremely  refreshed.  Full  recuperation  from 
the  exhaustive  eleven  hour  lay-over  the  day  before  in  the  London 
airport  demanded  this  caliber  of  rest. 

I  looked  out  of  the  small  plane  window,  and  saw  terrain  which 
was  very  different  from  the  pine  trees  and  briars  which  I  had  been 
accustomed  to  on  the  small  North  Carolina  farm  where  I  grew  up. 
Now,  between  the  sleep  falling  from  my  eyes,  I  saw  palm  trees  and 
flat  topped  buildings.  The  co-pilot  welcomed  me  as  I  landed  at  Ben 
Gurion  Airport  in  Tel-Aviv,  Israel. 

From  the  airport,  it  was  approximately  a  forty-five  minute  ride 
from  Tel-Aviv  to  Jerusalem  where  I  had  committed  myself  to  study 
for  three  weeks.  Bound  for  the  Institute  of  Holy  Land  Studies,  four 
classmates  from  Regent  University  and  I  had  enrolled  in  a  course 
entitled  "Historical  and  Geographical  Setting  of  the  Bible."  The 
forty-five  minute  "sherut"  taxi  drive  cost  twelve  American  dollars. 
It  was  all  I  could  do  throughout  the  expanse  of  the  ride  to  keep  my 
jaw  from  unhinging  from  my  face.  I  was  seeing  the  country  side  of 
Israel  for  the  first  time.  It  was  beautiful,  in  its  own  unique  rugged 
way.  A  terrain  of  yellow  hills  and  rocks  decorated  with  sunflower 
fields  laid  open,  welcoming  its  inquisitive  stewards. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  Institute,  located  just  outside  of  the  Old 
City  Wall  in  Jerusalem,  the  excitement  was  so  strong  I  could  hardly 
contain  myself.  I  shuffled  by  my  friends  to  grab  the  bed  I  thought 
would  be  the  coolest,  while  they  were  distracted  searching  greedily 
for  the  best  closet  space.  I  thought  of  all  the  summers  at  Cragmont 
where  I  had  grown  closer  to  the  Lord.  Yet,  this  summer  I  was  on 
Mount  Zion. 

The  Institute  was  a  short  walk  from  Mount  Moriah  where 
Solomon's  Temple  had  stood.  I  knew  deep  within  myself  that  the 
place  where  I  longed  most  to  see  was  just  over  Mount  Moriah.  I 
yearned  to  see  the  Mount  where  Jesus  wept  for  Jerusalem,  prayed 
for  His  disciples,  and  was  transfigured.  Eagerly,  I  waited  to  stand 
in  the  Old  City  and  look  toward  the  Mount  of  Olives. 

The  first  week  of  class,  we  studied  the  Old  City.  From 
cathedrals  to  excavation  sites,  we  saw  Jerusalem.  The  class 
structure  was  first  lecture  and  second  field  study.  Naturally, 
Jerusalem  was  studied  in  two  sections:  Old  and  New  Testament. 

Walking  down  the  Via  Dolorosa  was  very  moving.  Could  it  be 
that  I  was  walking  in  the  same  pathway  that  my  Lord  had  traveled? 
I  knew  in  my  spirit  that  I  was.  Jesus  walked  the  Via  Dolorosa 
carrying  my  cross  and  my  sins.  As  I  walked  the  pathway  with  a  chill 
in  my  spirit  carrying  nothing  but  a  canteen,  I  realized  how  insignifi- 
cant human  efforts  are  in  obtaining  righteousness. 

During  the  second  week  of  studies,  our  class  traveled  in  the 
Negev,  or  wilderness.  The  Israeli  wilderness  is  not  constituted  by 
North  Carolina  pines  and  briars.  The  wilderness  where  the  Israel- 
ites complained  to  Moses  and  where  Jesus  fasted  and  was  tempted 
by  Satan  is  better  illustrated  by  the  image  of  a  rocky,  endless, 
mountainous  desert. 

This  week's  studies  also  took  us  to  Elat,  a  vacation  resort  on  the 
Red  Sea.  We  were  able  to  snorkel  and  see  many  colorful  fish  off  the 
coral  reef.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  lose  one  of  my  flippers  and 
have  my  mask  filled  with  water,  while  being  attacked  by  a  sea 
urchin.   Thrills!    At  one  point,  I  felt  like  Pharaoh's  army  — 
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drowning.  By  God's  grace,  a  doctor  was  enrolled  in  our  class  who 
used  a  few  big  words  and  convinced  me  I  would  survive.  Later,  I 
learned  that  he  is  a  lung  specialist. 

Floating  in  the  Dead  Sea,  located  east  of  the  Negev,  was  a 
unique  experience.  It,  being  thirty  percent  salt,  brings  one  to 
encounter  instant  floating.  This  helped  to  heal  my  wounds  from  the 
friendly  sea  urchin.  Forty-five  minutes  of  floating  was  relaxing, 
until  I  splashed  some  of  the  sea's  contents  in  my  eyes. 

The  Negev  portion  of  studies  also  took  us  to  Masada,  which 
houses  a  three-level  palace  of  Herod.  Part  of  its  decorative  remains 
are  visible  to  today's  visitors.  Masada  is  known  as  the  fortress 
where  some  960  Jewish  suicides  occurred  before  the  Romans 
seized  the  city  with  the  massive  ramp  and  army  machinery.  Walk- 
ing down  the  steeply  inclined  "snake  path  trail"  of  Masada  took 
about  45  minutes.  Its  incline  is  such  that  gravity  pulls  one  in  a 
constant  trot.  Running  without  falling  is  impossible  and  so  is 
walking  at  a  normal  pace. 

Qumran,  located  not  too  far  from  Masada,  historically  is 
famous  for  its  Essene  monastery.  The  caves  of  Qumran  are  known 
as  the  site  for  the  recent  discovery  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 
However,  the  only  discovery  that  our  class  made  was  a  few  small 
bats. 

The  third  and  final  week  of  study  in  Israel  took  the  class  north. 
We  visited  Mount  Carmel,  Galilee,  and  many  other  sites.  One  of  my 
favorite  Bible  stories  has  always  been  the  one  found  in  1  Kings  18: 
Elijah  challenged  the  prophets  of  Baal  and  proved  the  supreme 
sovereignty  of  the  Lord.  Looking  down  into  the  Kishon  Valley 
where  Baal's  prophets  were  slaughtered,  it  was  easy  to  visualize 
this  story's  occurrence.  Baal's  prophets  were  butchered  in  this 
lively  green  setting  with  its  surrounding  slope  made  up  of  an 
impatiently  angled  terrain. 

Just  as  there  is  a  big  difference  in  drinking  ice  water  and  in 
drinking  sand,  there  is'  also  a  big  difference  in  riding  through 
Nazareth  and  through  the  Negev.  Terrain  in  Nazareth  and  in  the 
Galilee  region  is  so  green  and  alive  that,  when  compared  with  the 
Negev,  even  the  spirit  of  the  traveler  is  lifted  by  simply  passing 
through.  The  setting  for  Jesus'  earthly  ministry  came  into  visual 
focus  as  we  entered  the  Galilee  region. 

Upon  our  arrival,  we  found  the  Sea  of  Galilee  with  strong 
waves  and  high  winds.  Recalling  the  narrative  of  Jesus  walking  on 
the  troubled  waters  has  new  meaning  now.  I  am  even  more  amazed 
and  convinced  of  the  Lord's  sovereign  power.  The  sea  is  a  tangible 
place  and  I  have  witnessed  the  potential  of  the  waves  as  being  strong 
and  unmanageable.  From  birth  in  the  scrawny  town  of  Bethlehem, 
through  the  miracles  on  and  around  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  to  the 
struggle  actually  to  make  it  down  the  Via  Dolorosa,  Jesus  accom- 
plished the  Father's  will  for  humanity. 

As  I  washed  my  feet  in  the  Jordan  waters,  I  sadly  knew  that  our 
class  itinerary  was  coming  to  an  end,  and  departure  was  imminent. 
The  only  task  undone  was  the  course's  dreadful  final  exam.  The 
Lord  had  blessed  me.  He  had  given  me  preparation  through  Mount 
Olive  College  to  survive  the  extremely  tough  academic  pressures  of 
studies  at  the  Institute.  He  had  given  me  support  for  the  trip  through 
Spring  Hill  Church  and  the  great  love  and  encouragement  of  the 
congregation.  He  had  given  me  strength  to  make  all  of  the  hikes  and 
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walks  in  nearly  unbearable  heat  and  weather 
conditions  through  close  friends  and  through 
dependence  upon  His  Spirit.  He  had  blessed 
me  by  allowing  me  to  experience  one  of  my 
dreams  —  Israel  on  this  side  of  Glory. 
I  praise  Him  for  it! 

Randy  Cobb,  a  member  of 
the  1992  graduating  class 
of  Mount  Olive  College,  is 
the  newly  appointed  youth 
minister  at  Black  Jack 
Church,  Pitt  County  (photo 
by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


CHAPEL  SPEAKER  TELLS 
STUDENTS  TO  "BE  DOERS" 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue 

The  Rev.  Craig  Simmons,  who  gave  a 
chapel  sermon  to  students,  faculty  mem- 
bers, and  staff  at  Mount  Olive  College's 
Rodgers  Chapel,  emphasized  the  impor- 
tance of  being  "doers."  The  pastor  of  Saint 
Mary's  Church  in  New  Bern  illustrated  his 
points  with  stories  about  "doers"  of  the 
world  —  from  the  grandfather  of  the  late 
President  John  F.  Kennedy  to  David,  the 
sheepherder  who  became  king. 

"There  is  something  thrilling  about 
seeing  someone  attempt  the  heroic,"  he 
said.  "The  pioneer,  the  daredevil,  the  stunt 
man,  the  researcher,  the  athlete.  These 
things  speak  to  us  about  the  ability  of  the 
human  spirit  to  achieve  monumental  ac- 
complishments." 

Mr.  Simmons  listed  four  kinds  of 
people  that  students  could  become:  wish- 
ers, complainers,  sleepwalkers,  or  doers. 

"Wishers,"  he  said,  "are  those  who 
want  to  wish  things  into  being.  Complain- 
ers are  never  happy,  always  assaulting, 
always  blaming.  Sleepwalkers  have 
dropped  out  of  life,  just  existing,  happy  in 
their  mediocrity. 

"And  then  there  are  doers!  These  folks 
take  action.  Yes,  they  see  their  weaknesses, 
but  they  also  see  their  possibilities!  They 
accept  the  challenges,  work  hard,  achieve!" 
Simmons  added. 

An  alumnus  of  MOC,  Mr.  Simmons 
noted  that  the  decision  to  attend  college  is 
an  enormous  challenge  for  both  the  young 
person  fresh  out  of  high  school  or  the  older 
person  returning  to  school  after  having 
worked  for  a  period  of  time. 

He  quoted  the  author  of  the  Book  of 
James,  "And  do  not  be  just  hearers  of  the 
Word,  be  doers!'" 

Mr.  Simmons  concluded,  "Do  not  be 
just  listeners  in  your  classes,  be  doers! 


Apply,  work,  achieve,  be  the  best  you  can 
be.  Strive  for  excellence. 

"Do  not  be  just  listeners  in  these  chapel 
services,"  he  said,  "be  doers!  Examine 
your  faith.  Let  it  challenge  you.  Accept  the 
power  that  comes  from  God. 

"With  faith  and  confidence  in  your- 
selves and  confidence  in  God,  you  have  the 
power  to  be  different,"  he  said.  "Be  all  that 
you  can  be!  Achieve!  Accomplish!  Be 
doers!" 


Dr.  Michael  R.  Pelt  (left),  chairman  of  MOC's  Religion  Department,  greets  the  Rev.  Craig  Simmons 
following  a  weekly  chapel  service  (photo  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


At  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center  ~  The  Senior  Citizens  Fellowship  of  First 
Church,  Wilson,  poses  for  a  picture  before  eating  lunch  in  Mount  Olive  College's  new 
dining  hall-student  center.  College  Ambassador  Brian  Davis,  a  member  of  the  church  (back 
row,  left),  was  on  hand  to  visit  with  the  group.  The  Rev.  Wayne  King,  pastor,  and  the  Rev. 
Frankie  Baggett,  associate  pastor,  accompanied  the  visitors.  Jean  F.  Ackiss,  MOC  director 
of  Church  Support,  served  as  College  hostess. 

If  a  group  from  your  church  would  enjoy  a  visit  to  Mount  Olive  College,  contact  Ms. 
Ackiss  at  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365;  or  telephone  (919)  658-2502. 


A  WORD  TO  TWO  SPECIAL  LADIES 


During  the  years,  I  have  met  many 
people.  Two  of  those  with  whom  I  have 
worked  closely  are  Mrs.  Patti 
O'Donoghue  and  Dr.  Pepper 
Worthington,  Both  of  these  ladies  have 
made  my  involvement  with  Mount  Ol- 
ive College  much  more  enjoyable  and 
exciting. 

Patti  served  as  Director  of  Public 
Information.  She  served  thus  from 
1983-87 and  from  August  1 990through 
October  22, 1993.  She  now  serves  as 
Executive  Director  of  the  Mount  Olive 
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


Her  responsibilities  at  the  College 
were  many.  She  promoted  the  College, 
and  often  did  so  single-handedly.  She 
is  a  Mend  «  one  I  will  miss  talking  with 
as  much  as  I  have  done  in  the  past.  Patti, 
we  still  owe  ourselves  lunch! 

Dr.  Pepper  is  a  special  lady  whose 
has  graced  my  sometimes  mundane 
weeks  and  added  flair,  laughter,  and 
often  a  challenge.  Dr.  Pepper's  mother, 
Mrs.  Roy  Poole,  passed  away  on  Octo- 
ber 22  after  a  lengthy  illness.  Pepper, 
my  love,  thoughts,  and  prayers  are  with 
you  and  your  family.  jfotffe 
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1993  MOC  BRIDGE  BUILDERS  APPRECIATION  DINNER: 
A  TRIBUTE  TO  WILLING  SUSPENDERS 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington 
Writer-in-Resident 
Mount  Olive  College 


"Mount  Olive  College  has  not  called 
you  back  here  tonight  because  of  anything 
you  spent  on  the  College  last  year,"  said  Dr. 
Penny  B.  Ziemer,  speaker  for  the  1993 
Bridge  Builders  appreciation  dinner. 

"In  fact,"  she  continued,  "I  don't  be- 
lieve there  is  a  person  in  this  room  who 
spent  anythingon  Mount  Olive  College  last 
year." 

Dr.  Ziemer  is  a  member  of  the  Mount 
Olive  College  faculty  at  Seymour  Johnson 
Air  Force  Base.  She  earned  her  under- 
graduate degree  at  Meredith  College  and 
her  Ph.  D.  in  English  at  Emory. 

Explaining  the  etymology  oiaspender, 
Dr.  Ziemer  noted  the  Latin  origin  dispendere 
means  "to  be  dispensed  with"  or  "wasted." 
Though  people's  spirits  and  pocketbooks 
may  be  spent  out,  used  up,  or  dispensed 
with,  that  is  not  what  Bridge  Builders  is  all 
about. 

Shifting  from  spending  (used  up,  spent 
out,  wasted),  Dr.  Ziemer  noted  the  impor- 
tance of  suspension  bridges— the  suspen- 
sion aspects,  called  suspenders  by  a  little 
girl  in  the  Wayne  County  Public  Library. 
The  etymology  of  suspenders  links  to  the 
Latin  pendere,  to  hang  with,  to  hang  onto, 
to  hold  up,  to  keep  from  falling. 

"You  giving,"  said  Dr.  Ziemer,  "puts 
you  in  a  world  apart  from  Wordsworth's 
world  of  getting  and  spending  where  people 
lay  waste  their  power.  You  are  the  willing 
suspenders  who  hold  up  the  College." 

In  discussing  the  1 3-year  project  of  the 
construction  of  the  great  suspension  bridge 
in  New  York,  the  Brooklyn  Bridge,  Dr. 
Ziemer  discovered  some  fascinating  facts. 
First,  to  endure,  a  suspension  bridge  has  to 
hang.  It  has  to  hang  from  something,  with 
something,  and  for  something. 

"You  are  the  Bridge  Builders  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  you  have  given  this 
College  a  powerful  suspension  which  hangs 
from  something,  something  strong  and 
steady,  the  heritage  of  the  past—the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  and  the  faith  that 
undergirds  it  and  you,"  she  said. 

"Thousands  of  tons  of  steel  cannot 
merely  swing  in  the  air.  They  cannot  be 
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supported  by  moving  sands  or  even  mud. 
They  must  be  supported  by  rock,"  she  de- 
clared. 

Dr.  Ziemer  noted  that  fund  raising  holds 
up  a  small  college.  But  faith  is  also  essen- 
tial, a  faith  solid  as  rock  so  that  the  future 
becomes  a  belief,  a  dream  one  cannot  see 
but  one  which  is  solid  as  rock.  The  bedrock 
of  faith,  whose  origin  lay  in  the  Word  of 
God  and  the  free  grace  of  God,  holds  up 
Mount  Olive  College. 

As  Dr.  Ziemer  looked  out  upon  more 
than  400  Bridge  Builders  who  sat  at  the 
beautifully  decorated  tables  in  the  Lois  K. 
Murphy  Regional  Center,  she  smiled 
broadly,  her  voice  airy,  cheerful,  melodic, 
as  if  life  were  spring,  the  moment  one  of 
being,  the  ground  beneath  her  one  of  solid 
rock. 

"Greatness,"  she  declared  as  she  looked 
across  the  celebrative  audience,  "is  not 
measured  just  by  the  size  of  a  contribution. 
It's  measured  by  your  willingness  to  bond 
together.  It's  measured  in  the  wisdom 
which  knows  that  we  all  have  a  place  in  that 
great  structure,  the  body  of  Christ,  and  that 
there  is  no  weight  which  cannot  be  borne, 
no  limitation  or  handicap  which  cannot  be 
overcome,  no  challenge  which  cannot  be 
met  with  joy,  when  we  all  take  our  places 
there,"  she  Said. 


"If  a  college  is  to  endure,"  she  stressed, 
"it  must  hang  from  something  strong.  If  a 
college  is  to  endure,  it  must  hang  with  many 
people  of  faith  coming  together.  And,  if  a 
college  is  to  endure,  it  must  hang  for  some- 
thing which  will  outlast  it.  It's  hard  to  put 
a  value  on  your  gifts.  What  value  can  be 
placed  on  the  moment  someone  closes  a 
book  you  have  purchased  for  the  Moye 
Library  and  says,  'How  could  I  have  been 
so  close  minded?'  What  value  can  you 
place  on  the  day  the  light  goes  on  in  a 
student's  heart?  What  value  can  be  placed 
on  the  moment  when  some  student  looks 
back  over  a  homelife  of  low  self-esteem, 
poverty,  or  hopelessness,  and  then  looks  up 
to  see  that  those  chasms  have  been  bridged; 
and  for  the  first  time,  the  student  sees  a  way 
from  a  hopeless  past  into  a  better  future? 
How  much  is  that  worth?" 

The  dining  hall  seemed  suspended  in 
mid-air,  as  if  the  reality  of  value  directly 
related  to  where  we  were  suspended,  how, 
from  what,  and  for  what.  Night  hovered 
behind  the  long  sweep  of  glass  and  the  tall 
clear  vases  topped  with  exquisite  white 
flowers  on  rows  of  tables  reflected  the 
pervasive  push  of  spring  in  the  heart  of  the 
College. 

"But,"  declared  Dr.  Ziemer  as  she 
brought  her  address  to  a  close,  "we  cannot 


The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patrick  (in  center)  greet  the  evening's  keynote  speaker,  Dr.  Penny  Ziemer. 
Mr.  Patrick  is  pastor  of  White  Oak  Grove  Church,  Lenoir  County.  The  Rev.  Kevin  Stott,  pastor  of 
Davis  Church,  Carteret  County,  is  also  pictured. 


THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Sarah  and  Reginald  Styron  (at  right),  members  of  Davis  Church,  Carteret  County,  enjoy  their  meal 
along  with  Leslie  Bell  of  Rooty  Branch  Church,  Duplin  County.  Mr.  Styron  is  a  member  of  the  MOC 
Board  of  Trustees. 


BRIDGE  BUILDERS 

Amtrak  faced  a  crumbling  bridge 
that  snatched  the  lives  of  47, 
dashed  them  beneath  water,  mud 
to  end  time  -- 

the  bridge  the  thing  to  catch 
the  consciousness 
of  a  nation  — 

New  bridges  must  be  built. 

President  Clinton  led  silent  prayer 
for  the  lost  the  night  he  sought 
health  care  for  all  — 
universal  cards  the  remedy 
for  a  sickness  that  sports  a  tag 
whose  price  depletes 
the  future,  past,  present  -- 
New  bridges  must  be  built. 

Bridges  alert  us  to  crossings, 

pilings,  steel,  wires 

foundations, 

a  test  of  time 

and  accidents: 

strength  measured 

by  crossing  power. 


reach  out  into  the  world  until  we  have 
reached  down  into  our  spirits,  until  we  have 
dug  down  past  poverty  and  greed,  past 
injustice  and  jealousy,  past  all  those  barri- 
ers which  divided  us  from  ourselves  and 
each  other  and  God,  and  we  come  together 
in  that  deep,  solid  place  where  God  makes 
His  home,  in  that  place  where  we  are  taken 
in  by  the  generosity  and  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  become  strangers  no  more. 
For  that,  Mount  Olive  College  holds  on," 
she  said. 

"Most  of  you  are  Free  Will  Baptists," 
she  added,  her  eyes  bright,  hair  bouncy, 
smile  warm.  "All  of  you  are  free  will 
Christians.  You  are  free,  because  you  chose 
not  to  spend  but  to  suspend.  You  suspend 
judgments  and  decisions,  hold  on  to  faith, 
experience  the  bedrock  of  visions  and 
dreams  until  the  wisdom  of  God  whispers, 
'Here  I  am.  Here  you  are.  Here  is  how  we 
are  to  live  together.'  You  chose  to  be  the 
church  and  to  carry  Mount  Olive  College 
with  you  into  the  future.  For  that,  we  give 
you  the  thanks  tonight  and  we  give  God  the 
glory." 
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Ruth  Moye  Taylor  set  the  mood  with  beautiful  dinner  music  during  the  Bridge  Builders  Dinner.  Mrs. 
Taylor,  a  member  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  is  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Moye  for 
whom  Mount  Olive  College's  library  is  named. 
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Colleges  like  bridges 
have  crossings  to  face, 
thresholds  but  a  reminder 
of  one  side  to  another, 
the  where  we  are 
to  where  we  were 
to  where  we  want  to  be  — 
Being  the  key 
to  bridge  power. 

Builders  of  bridges  become 

the  ones  at  crossings 

digging  deep  beneath  the  greed, 

despair,  poverty,  envy, 

barriers  to  faith  and  hope 

to  hit  the  rock  that  holds 

a  solid  grip 

upon  the  soul 

freed  by  faith  and  grace 

to  cross  the  frontier 

of  the  past 

believing 

the  frontier 

of  the  future  — 

to  believe  is  to  see  — 

New  bridges  must  be  built. 

--  Pepper  Worthington 

COMING  EVENTS  AT  MOC 

Thursday,  November  11  —  Campus  visi- 
tation for  prospective  students  and  par- 
ents, 9  a.m.,  College  Hall  (Reservations 
may  be  made  in  advance  by  calling  the 
Office  of  Admissions  at  1-800-653- 
0854.) 

Tuesday,  November  23  —  Founders  Day 
Service,  1 1  a.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel 

Wednesday,  December  1  —  North  Caro- 
lina Symphony  Christmas  Pops  Con- 
cert, 7:30  p.m.,  College  Hall  (Tickets 
are  required  for  this  performance.  Con- 
tact Librarian  Gary  F.  Barefoot  for  in- 
formation.) 

Tuesday,  December  7  —  Mount  Olive 
Colege  Choir  Christmas  Concert,  11 
a.m.,  Rodgers  Chapel 

Tuesday,  December  7  —  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege Choir  Christmas  Concert  with  the 
Mount  Olive  Community  Ensemble, 
7:30  p.m. 

Sunday,  December  12—111  Century  Sing- 
ers, 1:30,  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center 

For  information,  contact  the  Director  of 
Public  Information  at  91 9-658-2502;  Mount 
Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount 
Olive,  NC  28365. 
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Bridge  Builders  representing  such  Free  Will  Baptist  Churches  as  May's  Chapel,  Wayne  County; 
Edgewood,  Edgecombe  County;  Juniper  Chapel,  Craven  County;  Mosley's  Creek,  Craven 
County;  and  Casey's  Chapel,  Wayne  County,  begin  their  meal  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional 
Center  (photos  by  Patti  O'Donoghue). 


1993  SCHEDULE  OF  REMAINING  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE  DINNERS 

Johnston- Wake  Counties  —  Monday,  November  1,  7  p.m.,  Everette  Chapel  Church 
(Spiritual  Life  Building),  Clayton,  V.  T.  Craddock,  chairman.  Goal:  $44,075. 

Craven  County  —  Thursday,  November  4,  7  p.m.,  West  Craven  Middle  School,  located 
near  New  Bern,  Miss  Marice  DeBruhl,  chairman.  Goal:  $20,850. 

Washington,  Martin,  Tyrrell,  and  Pasquotank  Counties  —  Tuesday,  November  9, 7:30 
p.m.,  Washington  County  Union  School,  Roper,  W.  David  Cahoon,  chairman.  Goal: 
$9,375. 

Carteret  County  —  Saturday,  November  13, 6  p.m.,  West  Carteret  High  School,  Morehead 
City,  Reginald  Styron  and  Nathan  Garner,  co-chairmen.  Goal:  $16,600. 

Wilson  County  —  Monday,  November  15, 7  p.m.,  Beddingfield  High  School,  located  near 
Wilson,  James  B.  Hunt,  chairman.  Goal:  $38,475. 

Pitt  County  —  Tuesday,  November  16,  7  p.m.,  J.  H.  Rose  High  School,  Greenville,  Mrs. 
Jane  T.  Tripp,  chairman.  Goal:  $31,225. 

Sampson,  Harnett,  and  Cumberland  Counties  ~  Thursday,  November  18,  7  p.m., 
Clinton-Sampson  Agri-Civic  Center,  Clinton,  C.  Felton  Godwin  and  Lee  Morton 
Jernigan,  co-chairmen.  Goal:  $27,900. 

A  Bridge  Builder  is  an  individual  or  group  of  people  who  give  or  pledge  an  unrestricted  gift 
of  $100  or  more  at  one  of  the  dinners.  Bridge  Builders  can  give  the  entire  gift  at  the  time 
of  the  dinner  or  fulfill  their  pledges  by  giving  monthly,  quarterly,  or  semi-annually.  There 
are  three  Bridge  Builder  Clubs:  College  Club,  $100-400;  President's  Club,  $500-999;  and 
Trustees'  Club,  $1,000  or  more. 
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Winning  Choices:  Mount  Olive  College  Press  Voices 

Buy  Books  for  Gifts  Special  -  Five  Books  for  $50! 

Price  includes  postage  and  handling!  J  Check  the  five  books  you  select  in  the  box  by  the  book  of  your  choice 

BONUS:  Free  Issue  of  One  of  the  Six  Mount  Olive  Reviews*.  BONUS:  Free  Mount  Olive  College  Press  Vintage  Bookmark! 
BONUS:  Free  Mnemosyne  Series  Graduation  Address  by  Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  The  Challenge  of  the  Century:  A  Return  to  Commitment 


I    |  A  Chosen  Vessel:  The  Luke  H.  Wetherington  Story 

as  told  to  Cecil  Cahoon  II  (donation) 

The  Luke  H.  Wetherington  story  is  a  story  of  miracles.  Bom  with 
physical  and  financial  restraints,  Luke  Wetherington  has  risen  to  accom- 
plished heights  through  God  working  in  him  and  through  him.  His  story 
is  the  story  of  the  power  of  the  Lord  in  a  man's  life.  Read  this  one  and  share 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  in  a  man  who  is  a  chosen  vessel. 

□  And  The  Night  Rumbles  Past  by  Raymond  Dotson   ($5.00) 

From  the  coal  mines  of  Kentucky  to  the  nightmares  of  war,  Raymond 
Dotson  gives  the  reader  a  raw  earthy  poetry  that  will  leave  the  heart 
touched,  the  mind  challenged,  and  the  ear  ringing. 

I  I  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism  by  Dr.  K.  David  Hlnes-  ($1 1.95) 
Dr.  K.  David  Hines  is  convinced  that  the  growth  of  a  church  is  linked  to 
its  evangelical  spirit.  In  this  theological  and  practical  study.  Dr.  Hines 
gives  the  reader  both  a  conceptual  insight  for  the  Christian  witness  and 
a  realistic  procedure  for  Christian  communication. 

I  I  Familiar  Quotations:  True  and  False  by  Ray  K.  Hodge-  ($14.95) 
For  readers  who  are  fascinated  with  familiar  quotations  and  how  they 
might  be  read  in  a  new,  somewhat  shocking  way,  Ray  K.  Hodge  has  put 
together  this  unique  interpretation  of  familiar  quotations  and  left  a 
literary  and  spiritual  treasure  with  every  reader. 

I    I   Images  and  Echoes:  Beaufort-by-the-Sea 

by  Carol  Bessent  Hayman   ($12.95) 

Beaufort's  poet  laureate,  Carol  Bessent  Hayman,  has  captured  the  flavor 
of  historic  Beaufort.  Prepare  to  travel  with  her  through  time,  walk  the 
shadowed  lanes,  hear  old-fashioned  Christmas  voices,  rock  on  porches, 
and  listen  to  the  sea.  Included  in  this  travel  gem  is  a  walking  tour  of 
Beaufort  with  a  fold-out  map.  What  a  bargain  forevery  adventurer  of  old 
towns! 

□  In  the  Shadow  ofjob  by  Clew  WIMe  


  ($14.95) 

Hold  on  to  your  seatbelt  when  you  sit  down  to  read  this  one.  Get  ready 
for  a  fast  read  with  a  preacher  getting  kidnapped,  a  man  murdered,  and 
a  host  of  other  plights  that  echo  the  tortured  Job  in  the  Old  Testament. 
Cris  Clayman  is  the  preacher  who  has  something  to  tell  each  reader,  and 
that  message  becomes  a  gift  not  to  forget. 

I    I  Just  Like  Grandma  Used  To  Make 

by  Barbara  Anderson  Mapp   ($14.95) 

Ever  wanted  to  find  that  old  recipe  of  your  grandma's?  Ever  wished  you 
could  cook  the  way  you  remember  in  your  childhood?  Well,  get  ready 
and  read  Barbara  Anderson  Mapp's  new  cookbook  and  spot  some  of  those 
old-fashioned  recipes  that  your  grandma  used  to  make. 

□  Levora  by  Lee  Davenport  Wltte   ($12.95) 

Want  to  experience  the  personal  pilgrimage  of  a  woman  who  grew  up  in 
eastern  North  Carolina,  left  home,  only  to  return  to  her  roots  to  discover 
the  value  of  the  land,  rural  people,  and  family  ties?  Read  this  one.  You 
may  even  get  to  know  yourself  better  as  you  get  to  know  Levora. 

□  Light  for  Living  by  Ray  K.  Hodge   ($12.95) 

Need  a  devotional  essay  before  you  go  to  sleep?  Why  not  pick  up  Ray 
K.  Hodge's  series  of  devotions  and  spot  the  story  that  will  end  your  day 
with  inspiration  and  joy. 


□  Night  Walk  by  Eddie  Williams-   ($5.00) 

Eddie  Williams  has  a  flare  for  rhyme  and  myth  that  will  haunt  your 
imagination.  He  carries  us  through  his  good  ol'  boy  days  and  down 
memory  lane  until  he  finds  myth.  Then  he's  off  with  Beowulf,  solid 
images,  and  fabled  sirens.  This  chapbook  is  a  treat. 

CH  Rights  and  Ethics:  Individual  Rights  and  the  Common  Good 
(Memoirs  of  the  1992  Phi  Kappa  Phi  Summer  Symposium) 

by  Pepper  Worthington   ($  6.00) 

Feel  like  too  many  people  talk  about  rights  while  no  one  speaks  about 
responsibilities?  This  upbeat  pamphlet  is  a  gem.  Co-sponsors,  The 
National  Honor  Society  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi  and  the  MOC  Press,  have  joined 
together  to  produce  a  publication  that  recounts  lectures,  dialogue,  tours, 
and  memories  of  the  1992  Phi  Kappa  Phi  Summer  Symposium  in 
Charlotte  which  highlighted  the  concerns  of  rights  and  ethical  responsi- 
bilities. An  eyewitness  account  that  is  an  eye  opener! 

[ZD  Stand  Up  And  Be  A  Voice:  Eight  Poetic  Voice  Plays 

by  Pepper  Worthington   ($14.95) 

Ever  read  a  poetic  voice  play?  No?  Then  try  this  new  book,  because  the 
poems  represent  voices, all  knitted  togetherto  make  upeight  poetic  plays. 
Perfect  for  a  small  drama  performance.  Each  play  has  simple  stage 
directions,  character  identification  through  the  voice,  and  a  title  that 
reveals  the  lie  that  binds  the  voices.  Perfect  for  student  groups,  evening 
programs,  and  workshop  dialogue. 

CD  The  Challenge  of  Today:  Three  Wishes 

by  Dr.  Penny  B.  Zlemer   ($  2.00) 

Wonder  what  three  wishes  you  would  have  for  today's  youth?  Dr.  Penny 
B.  Ziemer  speaks  of  losing  a  job,  never  having  an  occupation,  and  hearing 
a  calling  as  desirable  realities  for  all.  Her  speech  is  the  second  of  the  MOC 
Press  Mnemosyne  Series  and  will  wake  any  reader  up  to  the  concept  of 
the  personal  voice. 

□  The  Scalpel  and  the  Cross  by  Wilbur  L.  Creech   ($19.95) 

Jerry  Landars  decides  he  must  leave  a  lucrative  surgery  position  and  head 
for  Leesboro  where  he  will  become  the  desperately  needed  general 
practitioner.  In  a  time  when  medicine  is  being  ferociously  criticized,  this 
book  appears  as  a  breath  of  fresh  air  to  remind  us  of  the  value  of  a  doctor 
who  serves  not  only  the  body  but  also  the  soul. 

□  Travels  With  Dr.  Pepper  by  Pepper  Worthington   ($14.95) 

Ever  been  to  England,  Scodand,  and  Wales?  Ever  wanted  to  see  literary 
places  and  haunted  castles  through  the  eyes  of  an  English  teacher?  Try 
this  humorous  collection  of  essays  that  take  you  from  the  crypt  of  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral  to  the  hairdresser  of  Dylan  Thomas  in  Laugharne. 

CH  The  Triadic  Archetype  in  Keats'  Poetry 

by  Pepper  Worthington   ($14.95) 

Archetypal  criticism  is  once  again  alive  in  this  new  insightful  study  of 
John  Keats.  Dr.  Worthington  insists  that  Keats  experienced  the  arche- 
typal shift  from  innocence  to  experience  to  a  sought-for  reconciliation  of 
the  two  in  his  poetry.  This  one  is  especially  for  fans  of  the  Romantic 
genius,  John  Keats. 
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CHRISTMAS  LIMITED  EDITION 
December  2-5, 1993 


OPTION  1  Total  Cost  $200 

Biltmore  House  Ticket  25 

Tour  Deposit  75 

Total  Deposit  Due  by  September  25, 1 993  100 

Balance  Due  by  November  10,  1993  $1 00 

OPTION  2  Total  Cost  $175 

Tour  Deposit  75 

Balance  Due  by  November  10,  1993  $100 


Christmas  Limited  Edition,  December  2-5, 1993,  includes  three  nights  at  Cragmont,  two  days  traveling  to  and  from 
Cragmont,  and  two  days  touring.  The  price  includes  travel  costs,  lodging,  meals  served  at  Cragmont,  and  tickets  for 
special  events.  The  price  excludes  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  meals  away  from  Cragmont  (unless 
otherwise  designated). 

This  year  we  are  offering  two  options.  In  addition  to  the  tour  plan,  OPTION  1  includes  a  "Candlelight"  tour  and 
"Behind-  the-Scenes"  tour  of  the  Biltmore  House.  There  is  a  cost  of  $25  for  the  Biltmore  House  portion  of  our  package, 
making  OPTION  1  cost  $200.  A  $100  deposit  is  due  by  September  25, 1993.  Reservations  for  OPTION  1  cannot  be 
taken  after  this  date  because  we  are  required  to  buy  the  Biltmore  House  tickets  60  days  prior  to  the  tour. 

OPTION  2  of  our  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  which  costs  $175,  does  not  include  the  Biltmore  House  tickets,  but 
is  not  restricted  to  the  September  25  deadline.  To  register,  a  $75  deposit  needs  to  be  paid  with  your  registration  form. 

Deposits  are  non-refundable  unless  there  are  not  enough  participants  to  do  the  tour.  In  that  event,  deposits  will  be 
refunded  promptly. 

If  you  wish,  you  may  make  payments  over  the  next  several  months.  Please  remember  the  final  payment  is  due 
November  10, 1993. 
Before  November  10, 1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  are  refundable. 

After  November  10, 1993,  all  payments  (NOT  DEPOSITS)  may  be  refunded  except  for  $35  we  will  have  already  paid 
for  the  riverboat  dinner  cruise. 

Although  at  this  time  we  cannot  guarantee  that  we  will  be  able  to  have  bus  stops  everywhere  requested,  please  list  on 
the  reservation  form  your  preferred  place  to  board  the  bus. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  us  at  (704)  669-7677  between  8:30  a.m.  and  5  pjti. 


BILTMORE  HOUSE 

CAbfDLELIGfTT/BEHrND-THE-SCENES 

During  the  holidays,  the  "candlelight n  evenings  reflect  the  beauty  of  this 
joyous  season.  Hundreds  of  luminaries  light  the  roadway  in  front  of  the 
Biltmore  House,  while  inside,  live  music,  crackling  fireplaces,  and  hundreds 
of  candles  cast  a  warm  glow. 

Behind-the-scenes  guided  tour  offers  the  opportunity  to  see  preservation  work  in  progress  in  sections  of  the  House 
never  before  opened  to  the  public. 
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STAR  OF  KNOXVILLE  CRUISE 

Enjoy  fun  and  festive  entertainment  cmise  with  find  food 
and  live  music  on  the  Star  of  Knoxville.  We  will  cruise  on 
this  elegant  riverboat  down  the  Knoxville  River. 

The  enclosed  deck  areas  (where  we  will  be)  are  smoke-free,  while  smoking  is  permitted  in  outer  deck  areas.  The 
enclosed  areas  are  climate  controlled,  assuring  you  of  comfort  in  any  weather. 

i 

LAMBURTH  INN 

Lamburth  Inn,  which  is  on  the  National  Historic  Record,  is  celebrating  its  eighth  anniversary  with  Christmas  at  the  Inn. 
The  celebration  shows  off  the  Inn  and  the  Christmas  themes  that  decorate  it.  Aglow  with  thousands  of  candles  and 
twinkling  lights,  the  Inn  will  feture  more  than  two  dozen  trees  decorated  with  many  homemade  articles. 

The  buffet,  which  we  will  be  enjoying,  offers  three  entrees  and  a  variety  of  other  items.  A  candy  shoppe  and  bakery  will 
be  offering  lots  of  goodies,  as  well  as  fresh-baked  breads,  all  available  for  purchase. 


Mail  to  "Christmas  Limited  Edition,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  2871 1 . 


NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

CITY:  STATE:  ZIP: 

PHONE:  (Day)  (Night)  

CHURCH:  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  the  name/names  here: 

Do  you  have  a  health  condition  we  need  to  be  aware  of  such  as: 

Heart  condition:   Diabetes:  

Hypoglycemia:  Trouble  with  Stairs:  

Any  Other  Condition: 


Tour  Deposit  $75 
Biltmore  House  Deposit  $25 

Preferred  Bus  Stop   


i 

Helping  Churches  Grow...  ^==-^-_ 

Gabriel  Church  Services  V^^rj 

1-800-935-PEWS  (7397) 
New  /  Used  Pews  -  Steeples  -  Windows  -  Cushions  -  Robes  -  Baptistry  -  Pulpits  \ 

j 

Complete  Upholstery  Services 

We  Specialize  in  Church  Carpets  -  Mill  Prices! 
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BRANSON  LIMITED 


Cragmont  is  offering  an  exciting  trip  in  September  1994  to  Branson,  Missouri.  The  price  includes  cost  by  motor  coach,  six  nights 
lodging  (one  in  Nashville,  three  in  Branson,  one  in  Jackson,  TN,  and  one  at  Cragmont);  two  meals  at  Cragmont;  three  breakfasts  and  two 
dinners  while  in  Branson;  lunch  in  Springfield;  four  shows  in  Branson;  a  visit  to  the  "Fantastic  Caverns";  and  a  trip  to  the  Bass  Pro  Shop 
in  Springfield.  All  of  this  is  offered  for  $700  per  person.  This  excludes  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  the  meals  not  designated. 

"Branson  Limited"  will  begin  on  Thursday,  September  22, 1994.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  will  be  provided  by  motor  coach,  with 
several  stops  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  Cragmont  and  then  we  will  travel  to  Nashville  for  our  first  night. 

Friday,  September  23,  will  be  spent  traveling  to  Branson  and  settling  into  our  motel,  giving  you  an  opportunity  to  see  some  of  the  beauty 
of  the  Central  United  States. 

Saturday,  September  24,  promises  to  be  fun,  beginning  with  breakfast  on  the  Lake  Queen.  We  will  cruise  the  river  and  have  live 
entertainment  while  we  eat  breakfast.  After  breakfast,  we  will  go  to  the  Branson  Mall  for  some  shopping.  While  we  are  there,  lunch  will 
be  eaten.  In  the  afternoon,  we  will  go  to  the  Mel  Tillis  Theatre.  After  the  matinee,  we  will  go  back  to  the  motel  and  get  ready  for  dinner 
at  the  Apple  Mill  Restaurant.  Then  we  will  head  on  to  "The  Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  an  outdoor  drama  portraying  a  great  American  classic. 
The  "Shepherd"  has  been  filmed  by  Hollywood  four  times. 

Sunday,  September  25,  will  be  another  fun-filled  day,  with  breakfast  at  the  Bonanza  Restaurant.  After  we  have  finished  eating,  we 
will  have  a  short  devotion  while  we  are  all  together.  There  will  be  free  time  to  do  what  you  want  until  11:30  a.m.,  when  we  will  meet  to 
take  a  ride  on  "The  Ducks."  This  is  a  70-minute  excursion  through  the  heart  of  the  Ozark  Mountain  Country.  The  Ducks  travel  over  land 
and  water,  making  this  a  unique  ride.  After  this  adventure,  we  will  enjoy  a  matinee  at  the  Andy  Williams  Moon  River  Theatre.  After  the 
matinee,  we  will  head  back  to  the  motel  for  a  little  rest  before  dinner.  Dinner  will  be  at  the  Roy  Clark  Crystal  Hall  before  traveling  to  the 
Shoji  Tabuchi  Theatre. 

On  Monday,  September  26,  we  will  pack  up  and  leave  Branson.  After  the  luggage  is  on  the  bus,  we  will  have  breakfast  at  the  Dondics 
Riverboat  Restaurant.  We  will  then  head  north  to  Springfield  and  make  a  couple  of  stops.  The  first  stop  will  be  at  the  "Fantastic  Caverns." 
Because  the  beauty  of  the  Caverns  is  vulnerable,  the  cave  is  toured  in  jeep-drawn  trams  (no  walking).  After  we  tour  the  cave,  we  will  travel 
on  to  the  Bass  Pro  Shop  for  a  visit.  While  there,  we  will  enjoy  lunch  together.  After  lunch,  we  will  head  to  Jackson,  Tennessee,  for  the 
night,  stopping  along  the  way  for  dinner. 

Tuesday,  September  27,  we  will  check  out  of  the  motel  by  8  a.m.  and  stop  for  breakfast  on  the  way  out.  We  will  eat  lunch  and  dinner 
on  the  way  back  to  Cragmont,  where  we  will  spend  the  night. 

"Branson  Limited"  will  come  to  an  end  on  Wednesday,  September  28, 1994.  The  bus  will  leave  after  breakfast  and  a  short  devotion 
in  the  Chapel. 

Because  of  limited  space,  we  will  only  be  able  to  accept  forty  people.  Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first-come  first-accepted  basis. 
To  be  assured  a  place,  please  return  the  completed  reservation  form,  along  with  a  $100  non-returnable  deposit*  for  each  person.  Payments 
of  $100  per  person  are  due  on  January  15, 1994;  February  15, 1994;  March  15, 1994;  May  15, 1994;  June  15, 1994;  and  the  final  payment 
on  July  15, 1994.  Please  honor  these  deadlines  for  payment  because  we,  too,  have  payments  that  must  be  made  for  our  activities  and  stay 
in  Branson. 

If  room  is  available,  you  may  register  anytime,  but  if  a  payment  date  has  passed,  all  amounts  up  to  that  date  will  have  to  be  paid. 

If  you  are  interested  in  taking  this  trip,  please  register.  Sometimes  we  hear  people  say  that  they  are  waiting  to  find  out  if  we  get  enough 
people  before  they  will  send  in  their  registration.  Please  don't  fear  for  your  deposit.  If  you  register  and  we  do  not  get  enough  people  to 
do  the  tour,  please  rest  assured  we  will  return  your  check  as  soon  as  the  decision  is  made.  Also,  many  people  hesitate  to  register  because 
they  fear  the  tour  is  already  full.  Once  again,  please  be  assured  that  if  you  send  in  a  deposit  and  we  have  reached  the  maximum  number 
for  the  trip,  we  will  return  your  check  promptly. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  get-away.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle  of  planning  and  driving. 

*We  will  need  to  have  30  people  to  sign  up  by  May  15, 1994,  or  the  trip  will  be  canceled  and  all  money  will  be  refunded. 


Mail  to"  Branson  Limited,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


Name 


Address  

City   State   Zip  

Phone:  Day   Night  

Church  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  name  here: 

Do  you  have  a  health  condition  we  need  to  be  aware  of  such  as:  heart  condition       diabetes       hypoglycemia  trouble  with  stairs  other 


Preferred  Bus  Stop  (La  Grange  will  not  be  the  busline  we  will  be  using  so  no  La  Grange  Bus  Lot  stop  will  be  made.  We  will  be  coming  as  straight  up 
Highway  70  as  possible.) 

Non-refundable  deposit:  $100  (Non-refundable  only  if  you  cancel  your  reservation.) 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 

A  NEW  MODE 

One  of  the  definitions  of  mode  is  "a 
preferred  way  of  doing  something."  The 
old  way  of  serving  the  Convention  as  Ex- 
ecutive Administrator  was  part  time,  which 
we  did  for  four  years— the  old  mode.  That 
is  now  past.  We  are  in  a  "new  and  preferred 
way  of  doing  something— the  new  mode— 
which  began  on  October  1. 

For  the  first  time  in  more  than  thirty 
years,  I  am  no  longer  serving  as  a  pastor. 
My  ministry  over  the  years  has  been  in- 
volved in  more  than  one  area,  or  job.  Thus, 
to  be  able  to  focus  in  one  area  will  be  quite 
a  relief,  as  well  as  something  that  I  have 
been  anticipating  for  quite  some  time. 

An  additional  responsibility  and  privi- 
lege of  being  full  time  is  that  I  will  be 
available  to  visit  and  speak  in  our  churches. 
A  good  number  of  our  pastors  in  the  past 
few  months  have  told  me  to  simply  let  them 
know  when  I  would  like  to  visit  their  church. 
I'm  following  up  on  their  invitations  and 
scheduling  these  visits.  My  first  opportu- 
nity was  on  the  first  Sunday  in  October, 
when  I  spoke  at  Fremont  Church,  where  Joe 
Ratcliff  is  the  pastor.  That  evening  I  spoke 
at  Owens  Chapel  Church,  where  Ronnie 
Mohn  is  pastor.  My  purpose  in  going  is  to 
represent  our  Convention  and  the  cause  of 
Christ,  and  to  incorporate  the  representa- 
tion into  a  message. 

On  October  10,  I  was  privileged  to 
speak  at  Belhaven  Church.  The  pastor  is 
W.  L.  Brickhouse,  whom  I  have  known 
since  the  early  fifties.  At  that  time,  Brother 
Brickhouse  was  a  member  of  Sound  Side 
Church  and  was  not  an  ordained  minister. 
The  Belhaven  Church,  as  previously  stated 
in  "Notes  and  Quotes,"  was  the  first  one  of 
our  churches  to  respond  to  the  Convention 's 
challenge  to  support  this  program  on  a  full- 
time  basis.  The  church  now  has  only  a  few 
members,  but  enjoys  a  wonderful  fellow- 
ship. We  (Ruby  and  I)  enjoyed  our  visit  and 
the  fellowship  with  this  church.  This  goes 
for  the  opportunity  to  speak  in  the  other  two 
churches  as  well. 

Our  November  schedule  is  filled  and 
we  are  working  on  December  and  January. 
I'll  be  contacting  other  pastors  in  the  com- 
ing weeks  and  months.  Again,  we  express 
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our  gratefulness  to  the  Convention  and  to 
our  Lord  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  in  this 
capacity. 

(Note:  One  of  the  Albemarle  Confer- 
ence churches  that  has  also  met  the 
Convention's  challenge  is  Union  Chapel 
Church.  Our  thanks  to  this  church  and  its 
pastor,  Everette  Harper,  for  his  leadership.) 

TWENTY-SIX  YEARS  AGO 

The  Convention  Minutes  of  1967 
record  that  a  total  of  138  ministers  regis- 
tered for  the  Convention  and  279  delegates 
registered.  When  we  compare  this  to  the 


Convention  this  year,  which  registered  208 
ministers  and  260  delegates,  we  note  the 
greatest  increase  in  the  ministers'  atten- 
dance and  registration,  while  delegates' 
registration  is  about  the  same.  The  approxi- 
mate number  attending  in  1967  was  550  on 
Wednesday  and  500  on  Thursday.  A  total 
of  eight  conferences  were  represented  in 
1967,  which  at  that  time  included  the  Rock- 
fish  Conference. 

The  Obituary  Committee  in  1967  re- 
ported the  deaths  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dail  (the 
widow  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Dail),  the  Rev. 
Tom  Davenport,  and  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Griffin. 
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BEING  A  NEIGHBOR 

by  Lynette  Sumerlin 

A  lawyer  once  asked  Jesus,  "Who  is  my  neighbor?"  Jesus  then  told  him  the  following  story: 

A  certain  man  was  on  his  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho  when  he  was  robbed  by  thieves.  The  robbers 
beat  him  and  took  his  clothes  and  left  him  lying  beside  the  road  to  die. 

While  he  was  lying  there,  a  priest  came  along.  The  priest  saw  the  beaten  man  but  would  not  help  him. 
Instead,  he  continued  on  his  way  on  the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Later,  a  Levite  came  along.  He  looked  at  the  poor  man,  but  he,  too,  kept  on  his  way.  Then  a  man  from 
Samaria,  a  Samaritan,  came  by.  When  he  saw  the  man,  he  felt  sorry  for  him  and  cleaned  his  wounds  and 
bandaged  them.  He  then  put  the  man  on  the  animal  he  was  riding  (probably  a  donkey)  and  carried  him  to 
an  inn  where  he  took  care  of  him. 

The  next  day  before  the  Samaritan  left,  he  paid  the  innkeeper  and  told  him  to  take  care  of  the  wounded 
man,  and  if  the  innkeeper  should  need  more  money  to  care  for  the  man,  the  Samaritan  would  pay  him  the 
next  time  he  came  by. 

Jesus  then  asked  the  lawyer,  "Which  of  the  three  men  who  saw  the  wounded  man  was  a  neighbor?"  The  lawyer 

answered,  "The  one  that  showed   upon  him." 

Jesus  then  said,  "You  are  right.  Go  and  do  the  same." 

To  find  out  what  the  right  word  is  that  belongs  in  the  blank,  write  the  answers  to  each  of  the  following  in  the 
spaces.  Then  read  the  word  going  down  in  the  blocks. 

1.  The  man  who  helped  the  wounded  man. 

2.  The  second  person  who  refused  to  help  the  man. 

3.  Where  the  man  who  was  robbed  was  going. 

4.  What  the  robbers  took  from  the  man. 

5.  Person  who  asked  Jesus,  "Who  is  my  neighbor?" 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


ATTENTION  - 
ALL  LAYMEN  ... 
STATE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE  MEETING 

Where:  Fremont  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
106  West  South  Street 
Fremont,  North  Carolina 
When:  Friday,  Novembers,  1993 
Time:  7  P.M.  (Supper) 
7:45  P.M.  (Business) 

Please  Come  and  Join  Us. 
God  Bless  You! 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

November  4  -  Executive  Board  and  Promotional  Committee  of  the  Layman's  League,  Elmer  Harrell's 

office,  Snow  Hill,  NQ  7  p,m. 
November  5  —  State  Layman's  League  Meeting,  Fremont  Church  (106  West  South  Street,  Fremont, 

NC);  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 
November  22  —  Eastern  Conference  Layman's  League,  Smith's  New  Home  Church  (located  near  Deep 

Run,  NQ;  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  8  p.m. 
December  6  -  Central  Conference  Layman's  League,  Winterville  Church  (corner  of  Glendale  Avenue 

and  East  Cooper  Street,  Winterville,  NC);  supper,  7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 

If  you  need  information  about  the  Layman's  League  or  want  to  organize,  please  contact  Elmer  Kartell  (747-2894)  or  John  Newton 
(823-3049). 
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DUKE  UNIVERSITY 

PERKINS  LIBRARY 

SERIAL  DEPARTMENT 

DURHAM  NC  27706 
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Why  chase  all  over  town  looking  for  gifts  that  are  j  ust  a  tiny  but  different  -  yet  certain  to  please?  We 
have  what  you  are  looking  for  ~  and  at  a  price  that  is  wonderfully  affordable! 

This  year,  sit  back  and  let  us  handle  your  Christmas  shopping.  Make  a  list  of  those  individuals  you 
would  like  to  send  gift  subscriptions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist;  include  their  addresses.  Then,  let  us  do  the 
work  for  you.  We  will  take  your  list,  send  gift  cards  acknowledging  your  gift,  and  start  the  subscriptions. 
For  the  next  twelve  months,  your  friends  will  receive  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and  remember  your 
kindness. 

The  cost  of  subscriptions  is  as  follows:  one  year,  $9.01;  two  years,  $16.43;  four  years,  $31.80 
(including  sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50,  and  $30 
respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Send  the  names  and  addresses  of  those  you  wish  to  send  gift  subscriptions  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Gift  Subscriptions,  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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December  1993 
Vol.  108,  No.  11 

Free  Will  Baptist  Press  Fotmdation,  inc., 
811  North  Lee  Street,  Ayden,  Norm  Caro- 
lina 28513-0159.  Second-class  postage 
paidatAyden,  Norm  Carolina  (USPS2094- 
4000). 

All  materials  lor  consideration  in  any 
issue  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  editor 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  publication  date  of 
that  issue.  Items  for  publication  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor,  The  Free  Witt 
Baptist,  P.O.  Box  1 59,  Ayden,  North  Caro- 
lina 28513-0159. 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  promote 
tj^e  cause  of  Christ  among  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to 
refuse  any  article  or  news  thai  is  Inconsis- 
tent with  our  purpose,  programs,  or  poli- 
cies, and  that  does  not  reflect  a  spirt  of 
harmony  and  cooperation  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Press  FourKfaiion  and  the  Con- 
vention of  Original  Free  Wffi  Baptists.  The 


the  beliefs  and  policies  of  the  edftor  or  of 
The  Free  Will  Baptist.  The  responsibility 
for  each  article  Is  given  the  person  whose 


name  appears  under  the  title  or  to  the 
person  submitting  said  article. 

All  subscriptions  are  payable  in  advance: 
one  year,  $9.01;  two  years,  $16.43;  four 
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Ml 

Want  for 
Christmas 
Is... 


Christmas  for  most  of  us  is  a  collection  of  fantastic  expectations  and heart breathing  disappointments.  'We  want  a  Currier 
and  Ives  Christmas  and  end  up  with  'Jls  the  'WorldTurns. "  find  when  it  is  all  over,  when  the  tree  is  bac^jn  the  bo?c  ( or 
at  the  landfill),  when  the  cookies  are  Beginning  to  crumble,  when  the  bathroom  scales  register  seven  pounds  more  than  it 
ever  has  before,  when  the  front  door  of  the  'Barbie  'Dream  House  falls  of  its  hinges,  when  the  Qarfield  Christmas cards have 
finally  stopped  straggling  in,  when  carols  are  no  longer  sung  at  church— we  fall 'exhausted 'onto  the  couch  and  wonder  whu 
it  wasn't  more  like  what  we  had  in  mind. 


It  used  to  be  different,  we  reminisce,  as 
we  yearn  for  an  old-fashioned  celebration. 
We  dream  of  figgy  pudding,  handmade 
gifts,  well-behaved  children,  peace  on  earth, 
and  goodwill  toward  men.  We  long  for 
Christ's  presence  in  the  holidays,  for  a 
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celebration  of  nativity  that  takes  prece- 
dence over  all  the  peripherals  of  food,  deco- 
rations, and  gifts. 

The  trouble  is  we  often  don't  know 
what  our  expectations  are.  They  exist  some- 
where inside  of  us.  unarticulated,  and  we 


become  aware  of  them  only  after  they  are 
not  met. 

The  list  on  page  5  includes  some  likely- 
expectations  for  the  Christmas  season.  Go 
through  the  list,  considering  each  statement 
for  a  moment  or  two.    Decide  if  the 
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statement  describes  something  that  you  want 
for  Christmas.  Put  an  X  in  column  one  if  it 
is.  In  some  cases  you  should  specify,  if  you 
can,  exactly  what  that  statement  means  to 
you.  Don't  worry  about  whether  it's  a 
realistic  wish. 

The  X'ed  statements  indicate  what  you 
want  out  of  Christmas.  If  you  could  have  all 
of  them,  they  could  combine  to  create  your 
fantasy  Christmas.  It  may  be  that  you  want 
one  thing  so  badly —a  family  reconciliation, 
for  example—that  nothing  else  matters; 
maybe  you  marked  only  one  statement.  Or 
your  Christmas  wishes  may  be  very  com- 
plex and  varied;  it  is  also  possible  to  have 
checked  nearly  every  statement.  For  ex- 
ample, you  might  want  "more  excitement" 
and  "less  rushing  around"  at  the  same  time. 
And  some  wishes  appear  to  be  incompat- 
ible. 

Now  you  have  articulated  what  you 
want.  The  next  part  of  this  exercise  is  to 
think  back  on  last  Christmas  (or  any  typical 
Christmas),  and  weigh  each  statement 
against  that  Christmas,  asking  yourself, 
"Which  of  these  things  actually  happened? 
What  was  it  actually  like  at  Christmas?" 
Go  over  the  list  again  and  put  an  X  in 
column  two  beside  those  statements  that 
you  can  objectively  say  were  part  of  last 
Christmas  for  you. 

Your  Christmases  generally  live  up  to 
your  expectations  if  you  are  able  to  X 
column  one  and  column  two  for  a  particular 
item,  or  when  you  mark  neither  item. 

If  you  indicated  that  you  want  to  attend 
church  more  often  during  the  holidays  and 
enjoy  doing  so,  and  if  last  Christmas  you 
were  able  to  attend  more  frequently  and  it 
was  indeed  more  enjoyable  to  you  than 
normal,  then  your  goal  was  reached.  Simi- 
larly, if  you  do  not  like  to  receive  extrava- 
gant gifts,  and  the  gifts  you  received  last 
year  were  definitely  on  the  practical  side- 
just  the  way  you  like  it— then  that  nonfantasy 
was  also  achieved. 

When  expectations  are  at  odds  with 
reality,  there  are  two  ways  to  resolve  the 
tension  that  exists. 

Revising  your  expectations.  In  some 
cases,  this  is  a  simple  task.  Having  recog- 
nized that  a  discrepancy  exists,  you  can  sit 
down  and  say  firmly,  "Now  look  here,  you 
must  quit  getting  depressed  over  the  fact 
that  it  doesn't  often  snow  in  Farmville, 
North  Carolina,  at  Christmas.  Think  about 
it  for  a  minute  and  you'll  see  that  there's 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  moaning  over  the 
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fact  that  it  probably  won't  snow  this  year.  It 
would  be  nice,  granted,  to  me  personally. 
But  the  last  time  it  did  snow  during  the 
holidays,  most  folks  complained  and  com- 
plained—their holiday  was  ruined!  Be  an 
adult;  this  is  not  hard  to  grasp! 

Some  expectations  can  simply  be  scaled 
down.  You  may  wish  for  a  thousand  dollar 
bonus  from  your  boss  at  Christmas;  if  you 
get  that  figure  more  in  line  with  reality  as 
you  know  it  (based  on  the  experience  of  last 
years'  bonuses)  you  can  set  a  more  realistic 
expectation-how  about  one  or  two  hun- 
dred dollars?  When  that  happens,  one 
hundred  dollars  becomes  a  fulfilled  dream 
instead  of  a  booby  prize,  and  anything  over 
that  is  gravy— a  true  bonus. 

Revising  reality.  Some  realities  are  not 
subject  to  our  influence.  Few  of  us  are  in  a 
position  to  bring  about  peace  on  earth;  a 
single  mother  on  welfare  will  be  unable  to 
buy  the  gifts  she  wants  to  give  her  children; 
we  can't  make  people  send  us  Christmas 
cards;  the  special  friends  we  want  to  see 
may  be  overseas— and  we  will  not  see  him/ 
her/them  over  the  holidays. 


When  the  facts  of  life  are  beyond  our 
control,  we  can  say  to  ourselves,  "As  much 
as  I  want  it,  there  will  not  be  true  peace  on 
earth  until  the  Kingdom  of  God  arrives";  if 
I  want  the  Christmas  bonuses  of  a  large 
company,  I  will  have  to  get  a  job  and  work 
for  a  large  company;  and  if  that  is  not  an 
option,  I  must  forget  it! 

But  many  realities— more  than  you 
might  think— are  ours  to  change.  Some  can 
be  dealt  with  absolutely  and  completely.  If 
a  white  Christmas  is  vitally  important  to 
you,  if  you  have  discretionary  funds,  and 
you  live  in  an  area  where  snow  does  not 
come  often  during  the  holidays,  you  can 
change  your  reality  by  driving  or  flying  to 
Vermont  (check  the  weather  reports  before 
leaving!).  It  will  take  a  considerable  in- 
vestment of  time,  energy,  and  money,  but  it 
can  be  done. 

Or  you  may  make  a  compromise  with 
reality.  You  may  be  sure  to  find  snow 
somewhere  in  the  United  States  during  the 
holidays,  but  the  pursuit  of  a  real  white 
Christmas  could  force  you  to  forfeit  other 
important  wishes,  such  as  being  with  your 
friends  and  family  for  Christmas,  or  having 
enough  money  to  buy  the  Christmas  pres- 
ents you  want  to  give.  (You  spent  it  all 
going  to  find  the  white  stuff.)  Pursuing  one 
expectation,  in  other  words,  could  cause 
disappointment  in  other  areas.  Regardless, 
you  have  taken  the  first  step  toward  assum- 
ing ownership  of  your  holiday  celebration. 
You  have  assessed  the  situation,  exercised 
initiative,  and  made  a  choice,  aware  of  the 
consequences  and  willing  to  deal  with  them. 

In  revising  reality,  we  say  no  to  the 
bombastic  advertisements  that  present  un- 
obtainable and  nonexistence  expectations. 
We  come  to  grips  with  the  world  we  live  in 
and  take  a  positive  step—albeit  small—to- 
ward changing  what  we  can.  We  define  our 
personal  sphere  of  influence  and  decide  to 
initiate  a  meaningful  dialogue  with  others 
who  exist  within  our  sphere. 

The  reconciling  of  expectations  and 
realities  often  includes  other  people.  Christ- 
mas is  a  gregarious  holiday,  involving  fam- 
ily, friends,  store  clerks,  mail  carriers,  and 
society  at  large.  Everyone  gets  into  the  act 
at  Christmas— from  the  municipal  garbage 
collector  to  your  old  second-grade  teacher 
to  your  brother's  girlfriend.  Our  personal 
resolve  to  make  a  change  or  to  close  the  gap 
may  fly  in  the  face  of  someone  we  care 
about  or  some  innocent  bystander,  and  may 
need  some  explaining. 
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9vCy  Christmas  'Want  List 

□  □  To  have  my  immediate  family  together  (spouse,  children,  and/or  parents) 

□  □  To  be  with  my  extended  family  (aunts,  uncles,  cousins,  grandparents,  nieces,  nephews,  siblings,  etc.) 

□  □  Solitude 

□  □  Enough  money  to  buy  the  presents  I  want  to  give 

□  □  A  special  spiritual/religious  experience 

□  □  The  kind  of  celebration  I  experienced  as  a  child 

□  □  Wonderful  things  to  eat  and  drink 

□  □  To  be  invited  to  Christmas  parties  (specify  how  many:  ) 

□  □  To  entertain;  to  give  Christmas  parties  (specify  how  many:  ) 

□  □  A  substantial  Christmas  bonus  (specify  how  much:  $  ) 

□  □  More  involvement  with  charities  and  helping  the  less  fortunate 

□  □  A  nicely  decorated  house 

□  □  To  get  together  with  friends 

□  □  To  receive  gifts  that  are  practical  and  useful 

□  □  To  receive  gifts  that  are  a  little  extravagant 

□  □  Well-behaved,  appreciative  children 

□  □  A  truce  between  myself  and  family  members  I  don't  get  along  with 

□  □  To  enjoy  seasonal  music 

□  □  To  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry 

□  □  To  attend  church  more  often,  and  enjoy  it  more 

□  □  Time  off  work  (specify  how  long:  ) 

□  □  To  celebrate  my  ethnic  customs 

□  □  To  get  away;  take  a  trip,  go  South,  go  North,  go  skiing,  go  on  a  cruise,  do  something  that  gets  me  away  from  here 

(specify:  ) 

□  □  To  celebrate  the  holidays  in  our  home 

□  □  To  celebrate  the  holidays  somewhere  else  (specify  where:  ) 

□  □  To  go  caroling 

□  □  A  clean  house 

□  □  To  keep  from  gaining  weight 

□  □  A  break  from  the  traditions  I  uphold  year  after  year  (specify:  ) 

□  □  A  change  for  the  better  as  far  as  world  events  are  concerned  (specify"  ) 

□  □  To  hear  inspiring  music  at  church 

□  □  Opportunity  for  exercise  or  physical  activity  (specify:  ) 

□  □  To  see  someone  special  (specify:  ) 

□  □  More  excitement 

□  □  Less  rushing  around 

□  □  A  simpler  Christmas 

□  □  My  family  reunited 

□  □  To  spend  plenty  of  time  with  my  children 

□  □  To  spend  plenty  of  time  with  my  spouse 

□  □  Snow  (a  white  Christmas) 

□  □  To  go  Christmas  shopping  in  a  big  city  where  there  are  beautiful  decorations  and  lots  of  excitement 

□  □  To  get  all  my  Christmas  shopping  done  early 

□  □  To  make  the  gifts  I  give 

□  □  To  get  lots  of  Christmas  cards  from  all  my  friends 

□  □  To  send  beautiful  Christmas  cards  to  my  friends 

□  □  A  neighborhood  get-together  or  activity  of  some  kind  (specify:  ) 

□  □  To  spend  less  money 

□  □  Other  wishes:  


Revised  fromV/rtue,  December  1992. 
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Managing 
Your 
Money 

God's  Way 


During  the  holidays,  many  a  carefully-de- 
signed family  budget  encounters  unexpected 
challenges—one  more  expensive  gift  for  the 
children,  an  extra  holiday  party  for  work 
colleagues,  special  end-of-the-year  dona- 
tions and  expenses.  What  better  time  to 
look  at  the  subject  of  money  from  God's 
point  of  view? 

The  parable  of  the  talents—Matthew 
25:14-30— summarizes  much  of  what  the 
Bible  says  about  money  management.  In 
his  book,  Master  Your  Money,  Ron  Blue 
draws  from  the  parable  four  important  pre- 
cepts we  can  recall  each  time  we're  won- 
dering what  to  do  with  our  money— or  what 
it's  doing  to  us. 


1.  God  Owns  It  All. 


Very  few  Christians  would  argue  with 
the  principle  that  God  owns  it  all,  and  yet  if 
we  follow  that  principle  to  its  natural  con- 
clusion, there  are  three  revolutionary  im- 
plications. First  of  all,  God  has  the  right  to 
whatever  He  wants  whenever  He  wants  it. 
It  is  all  His;  and  because  an  owner  has 
rights,  I,  as  a  steward,  have  only  responsi- 
bilities. 

If  I  really  believe  that  God  owns  it  all, 
then  when  I  lose  any  possession,  for  what- 
ever reason,  my  emotions  may  cry  out,  but 
my  mind  and  spirit  have  not  the  slightest 
question  as  to  the  right  of  God  to  take 
whatever  He  wants  whenever  He  wants  it. 
Really  believing  this  also  frees  me  to  give 
generously  of  God's  resources  to  God's 
purposes  and  His  people.  All  that  I  have 
belongs  to  Him. 

The  second  implication  of  God's  own- 
ing it  all  is  that  not  only  is  my  giving 
decision  a  spiritual  decision,  but  every 
spending  decision  is  a  spiritual  decision. 
There  is  nothing  more  spiritual  about  giv- 
ing than  buying  a  car,  taking  a  vacation, 
buying  food,  paying  off  debt,  paying  taxes, 
and  so  on.  These  are  all  uses  of  His  re- 
sources. He  owns  all  that  I  have. 

Think  about  the  freedom  of  knowing 
that  if  God  owns  it  all—and  He  does— He 
must  have  some  thoughts  about  how  He 
wants  me  to  use  His  property.  As  a  steward, 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  latitude,  but  I  am  still 
responsible  to  the  Owner. 

The  third  implication  of  the  truth  that 
God  owns  it  all  is  that  you  can't  fake  stew- 
ardship. Your  checkbook  reveals  all  that 
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you  really  believe  about  stewardship.  A 
life  story  could  be  written  from  a  check- 
book. It  reflects  your  goals,  priorities, 
convictions,  relationships,  and  even  the  use 
of  your  time.  A  person  who  has  been  a 
Christian  even  a  short  while  can  fake  prayer, 
Bible  study,  evangelism,  going  to  church, 
and  so  on,  but  he  can't  fake  what  his  check- 
book reveals.  Maybe  that  is  why  so  many 
of  us  are  so  secretive  about  our  personal 
finances. 


2.  We  Are  in  a  Growth 
Process. 


In  reading  the  Scriptures,  it  is  inescap- 
able not  to  know  that  our  time  on  earth  is 
temporary  and  is  to  be  used  by  our  Lord  as 
a  training  time.  The  whole  parable  empha- 
sizes this.  I  would  observe  that  God  uses 
money  and  material  possessions  in  your 
earthly  life  during  this  growth  process  as  a 
tool,  a  test,  and  a  testimony.  (See  Philippians 
4:11-12.) 

Money  and  material  possessions  are  a 
very  effective  tool  that  God  uses  to  help  us 
grow  up.  Therefore,  we  need  to  ask,  "God, 
what  do  you  want  me  to  learn?"  Not,  "God, 
why  are  you  doing  this  to  me?"  The  role  of 
financial  counselors  is  to  help  people  dis- 
cover what  God  would  have  them  learn, 
either  from  the  situation  of  their  abun- 
dance, or  from  the  situation  of  their  appar- 
ent lack  of  financial  resources.  God  is  not 
trying  to  frustrate  us.  He  is  trying  to  get  our 
attention  and  money  is  a  great  attention- 
getter. 

Money  is  not  only  a  tool,  but  also  a  test. 
(See  Luke  1 6: 1 1  - 1 2.)  I  don 't  understand  it, 
but  I  do  know  that  somehow  my  eternal 
position  and  reward  are  determined  irrevo- 
cably by  my  faithfulness  in  handling  prop- 
erty that  has  been  entrusted  to  me  by  God. 


3,  The  Amount  Is  Not 
Important. 


When  you  look  at  the  parable  of  the 
talents  and  compare  verses  21  and  23,  you 
will  see  that  the  same  words  were  spoken  to 
the  servant  with  five  talents  and  the  one 
with  two  talents.  Both  were  reminded  that 
they  had  been  faithful  with  a  few  things  and 
both  were  promised  something  in  Heaven. 
You  can  draw  the  conclusion  that  the  amount 


you  have  is  unimportant,  but  how  you  handle 
what  you  have  been  entrusted  is  very  im- 
portant. 

There  is  much  controversy  today  about 
whether  an  American  Christian  is  more 
spiritual  on  one  hand  by  accumulating  much 
or  on  the  other  hand  by  giving  it  all  away.  I 
believe  that  both  are  extremes  and  not  re- 
flective of  what  God  says.  He  never  con- 
demns wealth  nor  does  He  commend  pov- 
erty, or  vice  versa.  The  principle  found  in 
Scripture  is  that  He  owns  it  all.  Therefore, 
whatever  He  chooses  to  entrust  you  with, 
hold  with  an  open  hand,  allowing  Him  to 
entrust  you  with  more  if  He  so  chooses,  or 
allowing  Him  to  take  whatever  He  wants.  It 
is  all  His.  That  is  the  attitude  He  wants  you 
to  develop;  and  whatever  you  have,  little  or 
much,  your  attitude  should  remain  the  same. 


4.  Faith  Requires  Action. 


The  wicked  servant  knew  but  he  did 
nothing.  Many  of  us  know  what  we  ought 


to  do,  but  we  disobey  or  delay.  We  have 
emotional  faith  and/or  intellectual  faith, 
but  not  volitional  faith. 

We  may  know  deep  down  what  God 
would  have  us  do,  but  we  are  so  bombarded 
with  worldly  input,  which  seems  to  be 
acceptable,  that  we  are  paralyzed.  We  take 
no  action  because  of  the  fear  of  making  a 
mistake  biblically,  financially.  Or  we  are 
frustrated  and  confused.  We  do  only  what 
we  feel  good  about— and  living  by  our  feel- 
ings rather  than  the  truth  can  be  very  dan- 
gerous. 

You  can  work  out  by  faith  the  unique 
financial  plan  that  God  has  for  you  and  your 
family,  so  that  when  you  stand  before  him 
you  will  have  confidence  and  expect  him  to 
say,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant." If  that  hope  unrealistic?  Not  at  all. 
It  is  God's  desire  and  His  intention.  He 
wants  it  more  than  you  do. 

Adapted  from  Master  Your  Money  by  Ron  Blue, 
Thomas  Nelson  Publishers. 


Inexpensive  Christmas  Gifts 

A  rustic  basket  or  wooden  box  lined  with  a  colorful  old-fashioned  print  and 
filled  with  spools  of  thread  in  basic  colors,  bias  tape,  straight  pins,  needles,  a 
thimble,  seam  ripper,  tape  measure,  buttons  in  basic  sizes 

A  handmade  glasses  case  filled  with  cleaning  solution,  Sight-Savers,  glasses 
repair  kit 

A  bundle  of  extra-long  cinnamon  sticks  tied  together  with  a  red  and  green  plain 

ribbon  and  a  sprig  of  holly 
A  carpenter's  tape  measure,  a  level,  and  a  square 

A  basket  filled  with  shoe  polish  in  basic  colors,  silicone  protecting  spray, 

shoeshine  brush  and  cloth,  shoestrings 
A  stocking  full  of  stockings:  kneesocks  for  girls,  athletic  socks  for  girls,  panty 

hose  for  women,  dress  socks  for  men.  Tie  stocking  shut  with  a  bright 

ribbon. 

A  small  tin  tub  lined  with  straw.  Inside  the  tub,  pack  a  glass  of  homemade  jelly 
and  a  matching  glass  containing  a  homemade  spicy  candle.  A  square  of 
gingham  tied  with  ribbon  over  the  top  of  each  jar  will  add  color  and  person- 
ality. 

Several  large  bars  of  Ivory  soap,  a  small  craft  knife,  and  a  booklet  on  soap 
carving. 

A  whole  set  of  toothbrushes  and  toothpaste  tubes—one  for  each  member  of  the 
family.  (Be  sure  each  person  gets  a  different  color  brush.)  These  may  be 
packed  in  a  small  box  wrapped  in  solid  color  paper.  Cut  a  big  smile  from 
red  and  white  to  put  on  the  top  of  the  box,  or  paint  a  smile  on  the  box. 

Each  person  gives  a  gift  of  time  to  every  other  member  of  the  family. 

(Ideas  from  Let's  Make  a  Memory  by  Gloria  Gaither  and  Shirley  Dobson.) 
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HAPPENINGS  THROUGHOUT  THE  CHURCH 


/ 


FREE  UNION  CELEBRATES 
150th  ANNIVERSARY 

"I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let 
us  go  into  the  house  of  the  LORD"  (Psalm 
122:1). 

Sunday,  the  seventh  day  of  November, 
1993,  was  a  glorious  day  for  the  members 
and  friends  of  Free  Union  Church,  Greene 
County.  Approximately  five  hundred 
friends  were  in  attendance  at  the  1 1  o'clock 
worship  service  to  celebrate  the  one  hun- 
dred fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church. 

Upon  entering  the  church,  guests  were 
given  bulletins  with  an  insert  listing  the 
Homecoming  Memorial  Gifts.  New  hym- 
nals, being  used  for  the  first  time,  were 
presented  to  the  church  in  honor  and  in 
memory  of  loved  ones.  An  insert  listing  the 
people  for  whom  and  by  whom  these  books 
were  given  was  also  in  the  bulletin. 

Following  the  singing  of  the  Call  to 
Worship  by  the  Chancel  Choir,  Pastor  Philip 
Wood  gave  the  invocation  and  the  wel- 
come. 

During  the  children's  singing  time, 
"Happy  Birthday  to  Free  Union"  was  sung. 

Pastor  Wood  recognized  the  ministers 
and  special  guests.  The  ministers  present 
were  C.  L.  Patrick,  Dr.  Burkette  Raper, 
C.  H.  Overman,  Bob  Fussell,  William 
Harold  Murphy,  and  Joseph  Lehman. 
Walter  B.  Jones  Jr.  was  a  special  guest. 

Mrs.  Lena  Walston,  who  has  been  a 
member  of  the  church  for  sixty-nine  years, 
gave  a  historical  overview  of  the  history  of 
Free  Union.  Included  in  her  remarks  was 
the  fact  that  the  church  was  organized  at 
Free  Union  Meeting  House  in  Greene 
County  on  November  3,  1843.  She  told 
some  things  about  the  early  pastors  and 
how  they  were  paid,  and  she  briefly  men- 
tioned some  of  the  main  things  that  have 
happened  in  our  church  over  the  years.  In 
her  closing  comments,  Mrs.  Walston  re- 
minded the  congregation  that  copies  of  the 
history  would  be  given  out  after  the  service. 

Dr.  Burkette  Raper,  president  of  Mount 
Olive  College,  led  in  the  morning  prayer. 

Following  Renea  Letchworth's  beau- 
tiful rendition  of  a  medley  of  old  favorite 
hymns,  Pastor  Wood  led  in  a  memorial 
service  for  members  who  had  died  since 
November  1992.  A  representative  from 
each  family  was  asked  to  come  light  a 
candle  in  memory  of  his  or  her  family 
member.  This  was  very  touching. 
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The  Rev.  C.  H.  Overman  presented  a 
plague  from  the  Convention  to  Mr.  Wood, 
recognizing  the  church  for  her  long  years  of 
service. 

The  musical  offering,  "Gloryland  Cel- 
ebration," was  rendered  by  the  Chancel 
Choir. 

A  special  song,  "Holy  Ground,"  was 
sung  by  Ray  Clark  and  his  daughter,  Christy 
Turner.  Ray  and  Christy  are  son-in-law  and 
granddaughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  L. 
Patrick. 

Pastor  Wood  introduced  the  Rev.  C.  L. 
Patrick  as  the  guest  speaker  for  the  day.  As 
Mr.  Patrick  approached  the  pulpit,  he  was 
given  a  standing  ovation  by  the  congrega- 
tion; he  was  pastor  for  thirty  years,  which 
represents  one-fifth  of  the  existence  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Patrick  based  his  sermon  on  the 
good  things  God  has  done  for  him  since  he 
became  a  Christian.  He  recalled  several 
events  that  happened  during  his  pastorate  at 
Free  Union.  He  concluded  his  remarks 
saying  that  he  is  "happy  in  the  service  of  the 
Lord." 

Before  Mr.  Patrick  could  be  seated,  his 
daughter,  Becky  Patrick  Clark,  asked  him 
to  remain  where  he  was  for  a  few  minutes. 
She  spoke  to  him  and  to  the  congregation 
about  how  much  her  dad  meant  to  all  of  his 
family  and  how  he  had  always  stood  by 
them.  "Being  there"  for  church  members 
and  for  anyone  who  needed  or  wanted  him 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  has  been  an 
important  part  of  his  ministry,  a  part  about 
which  he  and  Mrs.  Patrick  have  never  com- 
plained. 

An  excerpt  of  Becky's  tribute  follows: 
"During  the  thirty  years  he  (Mr.  Patrick) 
served  this  church,  many  accomplishments 
were  made  to  the  glory  of  God.  We  went 
from  one  Sunday  a  month  service  to  full- 
time  services,  built  a  parsonage,  a  new 
church,  renovated  our  educational  depart- 
ment, and  built  a  new  fellowship  building. 
The  Master's  Men,  later  known  as  the 
Layman's  League,  and  a  Male  Chorus  were 
organized.  Also,  our  Woman's  Auxiliary 
launched  out  into  five  circles,  along  with 
youth  auxiliaries.  A  Little  League  baseball 
team  and  the  Scouts  were  organized  under 
his  leadership  as  our  pastor. 

"During  the  thirty  years  he  served  this 
church,  many  souls  were  saved;  many  were 
brought  closer  to  the  Lord. 


"His  Christian  example  has  reflected 
in  all  our  lives.  Today  we  would  like  to 
honor  this  man  in  a  special  way  so  that  we 
all  may  remember  him,  as  well  as  genera- 
tions to  come. 

"In  behalf  of  Free  Union  Church,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  in  presenting  this 
oil  portrait  to  be  placed  in  this  church  in 
honor  of  my  daddy—the  Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick." 

When  Becky  unveiled  the  portrait,  Mr. 
Patrick  received  another  standing  ovation 
from  the  congregation.  There  may  not  have 
been  a  dry  eye  in  the  church  while  all  of  this 
was  going  on.  It  was  such  a  happy  time  for 
all  of  us  who  love  Mr.  Patrick. 

Following  the  singing  of  "Blest  Be  the 
Tie,"  Pastor  Wood  announced  the  benedic- 
tion. 

But—this  was  not  the  end  of  the  festivi- 
ties. On  Saturday,  the  men  of  the  church 
had  put  up  a  wire  picnic  table  like  was  used 
years  ago.  Each  family  spread  its  own  food. 
There  were  tobacco  trucks  from  which  lem- 
onade, tea,  and  soft  drinks  were  served. 
After  Pastor  Wood  offered  thanks  for  the 
bountiful  food,  everyone  enjoyed  eating 
and  fellowshiping  together. 

And  so  ended  a  day  that  was  as  perfect 
as  could  be  asked  for.  As  Mr.  Patrick  said, 
"...all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called 
according  to  His  purpose"  (Romans  8:28). 

The  members  of  Free  Union  Church 
truly  praise  God  for  a  wonderful  day! 

CHRISTIAN  WORKER  AWARDS 
PRESENTED  AT  WESTSIDE 
CHURCH 

The  Christian  Worker  Awards  were 
presented  during  the  Annual  Harvest  Day 
Service  at  Westside  Church,  in  Kinston. 
The  Awards  are  given  to  the  man  and  woman 
who  have  shown  dedication,  faithfulness, 
and  service  in  the  Lord's  work  during  the 
previous  twelve  months. 

The  recipients  of  the  Christian  Worker 
Awards  for  1993  are  Brenda  Thomas  and 
Gary  Southerland.  Brenda  and  Gary  serve 
God  at  Westside  in  the  following  capaci- 
ties: 

Brenda:  Church  pianist,  choir  director, 
arranges  for  singers  to  bring  special  music 
and  renders  special  music,  has  taught  Vaca- 
tion Bible  School. 
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Gary  Southerland 


Gary:  Deacon,  usher  board  member, 
Sunday  School  teacher  and  class  president, 
previous  youth  group  leader. 

The  members  of  the  congregation  thank 
Brenda  and  Gary  for  their  faithful  service. 
Westside  is  a  better  church  because  of  their 
dedication  to  their  church  and  to  God. 

CHURCH  SEEKS  PASTOR 

Because  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Ken 
Hardison,  First  Church,  Williamston,  is  in 
need  of  a  pastor.  Interested  ministers  should 
contact  Gerald  Perry.  Mr.  Perry  can  be 
reached  by  writing  to  him  at  Route  3,  Box 
714,  Williamston,  NC  27892;  or  by  phon- 
ing, (919)  792-5430. 
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NEWS  FROM  INDIA  AND  NEPAL 

by  Dr.  E.  M.  Lall 


We  have  already  applied  with  the  government  of  Nepal  for  regular  permission  of  our 
church  assignments  in  that  country  so  that  we  may  have  a  systematic  working  in  cooperation 
with  that  government  to  obviate  from  unseen  problems  for  the  future.  We  are  still  waiting 
for  their  communication  of  final  decision.  A  group  of  few  leaders  from  amongst  the  Free 
Will  Baptists  in  Dhangarhi,  Kailali,  Nepal,  came  to  talk  with  me  about  the  future  prospects 
of  our  church  in  Nepal.  We  had  a  cordial  conversation,  in  the  interest  of  the  church,  which 
would  be  implemented  when  permission  is  received  from  the  government  of  Nepal. 

Evangelism  is  a  life-breath  of  our  country  and  many  souls  are  being  saved  in  the  rural 
areas.  These  six  people  were  converted  and  baptized  by  our  ministers  from  different  places. 
I  asked  one  convert,  Jamuna  Prasad,  about  his  experience  with  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
the  way  he  felt  inspired  to  accept  Him  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  His  reply  overwhelmed  my 
thoughts  and  I  was  convinced  that  the  Lord  had  touched  his  heart.  He  is  now  a  different 
person.  Our  ministers  report  that  the  Lord  is  with  them  always,  according  to  His  promise, 
and  makes  them  move  about  in  the  fields  where  there  is  need. 

There  was  a  great  flood  in  northern  India;  it  was  close  to  our  work  and  caused  great 
havoc.  Our  church  congregations  rushed  with  help  to  the  flood  victims,  those  near  and  far, 
providing  them  with  daily  food.  Our  church  volunteers  were  alert  in  raising  funds  and 
rushing  food  to  the  areas  which  need  assistance  the  most,  according  to  consultations  with 
the  governmental  authorities.  Ours  was  the  only  church  involved  in  this  project,  which  was 
upheld  by  the  authorities. 

We  covet  your  prayers,  that  the  Lord  may  use  us  more  and  more  and  grant  us  wisdom 
to  understand  His  Word  and  to  proclaim  the  good  news  to  those  who  are  not  aware  of  Him. 
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QUALITIES  OF  A  LEADER 

by  Pio  dela  Rosa 


A  leader:  What  is  he  or  she?  Such  a 
question  finds  relevancy  in  the  world  of  the 
1990s.  People  everywhere  are  looking  for, 
even  crying  for,  leaders.  And  no  where  in 
the  world  is  the  cry  more  keenly  heard  than 
in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Consider  the 
kind  of  leader  you  are.  When  you  think  of 
yourself  as  a  leader  (or  potential  leader), 
what  pictures  come  to  mind?  A  glance  at 
the  definition  of  the  term  uncovers  a  long 
list  of  descriptive  words:  boss,  guide,  mas- 
ter, superior,  pacesetter,  trailblazer,  to  name 
a  few. 

Which  of  these  descriptions  of  a  leader 
touches  your  heart?  If  I  were  to  ask  some- 
one in  your  church  to  describe  your  leader- 
ship, what  might  he  say?  Take  a  moment 
right  now  to  answer  those  two  questions; 
your  replies  may  well  determine  your  true 
effectiveness  as  a  church  leader.  Let's 
consider  some  qualities  that  each  of  us 
should  be  striving  for.  If  your  congregation 
were  to  describe  you  thus,  you  can  be 
assured  that  you  are  leading  in  a  Christ-like 
way. 

There  is  a  good  reason  why  Paul's 
advice  to  Timothy  regarding  the  selection 
of  elders  is  based  on  character  qualities,  not 
abilities.  When  the  Christian  ministry  is  at 
stake,  no  amount  of  talent  is  a  substitute  for 
good  character;  good  character  is  the  evi- 
dence of  a  heart  submitted  to  Christ;  and  a 
heart  submitted  to  Christ  is  a  heart  that  is 
concerned  with  the  needs  of  others  first. 
Your  service  is  in  fact  service  which  meets 
the  needs  of  others.  Consider:  Have  you 
come  to  serve  or  to  be  served;  consider 
Mark  10:39-45. 
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We  all  know  that  a  young  boy  follows 
the  example  of  his  father.  If  the  father 
speaks  in  a  certain  way,  the  son  imitates 
him.  If  the  father  has  a  peculiar  way  of 
walking,  the  son  will  try  to  walk  in  the  same 
way.  If  the  father  yells  at  a  driver,  the  son 
will  do  the  same.  And  we  all  know  how 
useless  it  is  for  the  father  to  say,  "Do  as  I 
say,  not  as  I  do."  The  son  reflects  to  the 
world  the  behavior  of  the  father,  not  the 
father's  words  and  instructions.    In  the 


same  manner,  the  pastor  leads  his  flock  by 
being  a  model  of  Christ-like  living.  He  sets 
the  pace  for  those  in  his  congregation.  Like 
a  football  captain,  the  pastor  is  right  there  in 
the  middle  of  the  games,  working  hard, 
getting  tired,  leading  his  team  toward  a 
common  goal.  Why  do  we  see  so  few  men 
in  our  churches?  It  is  possible  because  the 
pastor  has  failed  to  be  an  attractive  and 
challenging  example  of  Christ-like  living. 

□ 
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 

Dear  Foreign  Missions  Supporters, 

The  month  of  December  is  Foreign  Missions  Month  in  the  Conven- 
tion calendar.  This  is  an  important  month  for  the  Foreign  Missions 
program.  As  you  celebrate  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  I  ask  you  to  do 
the  following  for  Foreign  Missions: 

1 .  Pray  for  this  ministry.  Our  chief  concern  is  to  make  Christ 
known  around  the  world  in  an  understandable  way,  so  those  who 
hear  can  make  a  clear  decision  concerning  Christ.  Your  prayers  are 
absolutely  essential. 

2.1  encourage  you  to  share  a  special  gift  to  Foreign  Missions 
this  month.  This  year  we  have  some  extra  expenses  because  of  field 
changes  and  assignments.  In  order  to  keep  this  from  affecting  the 
support  of  the  230  workers  we  support  in  India,  Nepal,  Mexico, 
Bulgaria,  and  the  Philippines,  plus  related  ministries,  we  need  your 
special  help  this  month. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  response.  God  bless  you  with  the 
fullness  of  His  joy  in  this  Christmas  season. 

Rejoicing  in  Christ, 
Harold  Jones 


NOTICE! 
Plan  Now  to  Attend  the 
ANNUAL  WORLD  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE 

AND  RALLY 

Sponsored  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
MARCH  11, 1994 

Place:    Stoney  Creek  FWB  Church 

Highway  111,  four  miles  north  of  Goldsboro 
6  miles  from  Highway  222  South. 

Time:     3:00  P.M.  Opening  Session 
4:00  P.M.  Second  Session 
5:00  P.M.  Meal  Break 
7:30  P.M.  Mission  Rally 


Speaker:  Dr.  H.  Eddie  Fox 


Dr.  Fox  is  the  World  Director  of  Evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist  Council.  He  is  responsible  for  leading 
15  regional  secretaries  of  world  evangelism  in  developing  indigenous  evangelism  on  every  continent.  When 
Dr.  Billy  Graham  learned  of  Dr.  Fox's  appointment  to  the  World  Methodist  Council  he  said,  "I  believe  God 
has  chosen  you  for  such  an  hour  as  this.  You  will  be  in  my  prayers."  Dr.  Fox  pastored  for  16  years  and  is  the 
author  of  several  books.  He  has  lectured  and  preached  in  more  than  50  countries  and  throughout  the  United 
States  of  America. 

This  Conference  is  a  must!  You  have  only  one  life  to  live,  so  take  advantage  of  the  things  that  enrich  you 
spiritually.  Special  music  will  be  featured  in  each  session. 

Attend  and  bring  someone  with  you. 

PLEASE  PRAY  FOR  A  GREAT  CONFERENCE! 
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WHEN  FAITH  IS  REWARDED 

by  Leland  Duncan 
Executive  Director 
General  Baptist  Home  Missions  Board 

They  came  from  the  North  and  they 
came  from  the  South  (in  California  there 
isn't  much  East  and  West).  Some  left  home 
at  midnight  on  Saturday  to  be  present  in 
time  for  a  day  of  celebration  and  thanksgiv- 
ing. The  celebration  lasted  from  early 
Sunday  morning  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  then  there  was  the  long  trip  home  for 
many  of  the  guests.  What  was  this  gala 
occasion?  The  Hmong  Christians  of  the 
Lao  Evangelical  Church  of  Fresno,  Cali- 
fornia, had  purchased  a  building.  What's 
so  significant  about  buying  a  church  build- 
ing? Read  on. 

Following  the  American  involvement 
in  the  Viet  Nam  war,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  the  natives  were  targeted  for  persecution 
and  even  death  because  they  had  assisted 
the  Americans  or  had  resisted  the  Viet 
Cong.  Among  these  were  a  tribe  from  Laos 
called  Hmong.  They  were  forced  to  flee 
their  homeland,  risk  prison,  or  execution. 

Eventually  a  large  contingent  of  the 
Hmong  refugees  landed  in  southern  Cali- 
fornia. A  few  of  these  were  Christian,  and 
as  such  they  wanted  to  establish  a  place  for 
worship.  The  Santa  Ana  General  Baptist 
Church  opened  its  door  to  these  people, 
who  began  having  a  Sunday  afternoon  ser- 
vice. They  established  themselves  as  the 
Lao  Evangelical  Church  of  America.  As 
the  Hmong  people  began  to  spread  to  other 
cities  in  California,  the  church  grew  until 
there  are  now  ten  congregations. 

One  of  their  handicaps  has  been  that 
each  new  congregation  has  had  to  rely  on 
another  established  church  to  allow  them  to 
use  their  building.  In  most  cases,  this  meant 
a  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  time. 

By  1983,  the  Hmong  population  in 
California  had  reached  approximately 
50,000.  General  Baptist  Home  Missions 
and  the  Original  Free  Will  Baptist  Home 
Missions  joined  in  an  effort  to  sponsor  the 
Rev.  Bob  Harber  to  work  as  a  field  mission- 
ary with  these  people. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Lao  Evangelical 
Church  of  Fresno  located  a  church  facility 
which  was  for  sale.  Their  enthusiasm  soon 
became  excitement  as  they  began  to  dream 
of  the  possibility  of  purchasing  their  own 
church  building.  (There  are  approximately 
35,000  Hmong  living  in  the  Fresno  area.) 

Although  many  of  the  members  work 
for  minimum  wage  and  others  receive  state 
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or  government  assistance,  they  determined 
to  raise  $100,000  among  themselves  to- 
ward the  purchase  of  this  building.  (The 
balance  was  borrowed  from  the  GBIF.) 

On  August  29,  the  Rev.  Bob  Harber, 
the  Rev.  David  Hansley,  and  I  had  the  high 
honor  of  being  special  guests  for  the  dedi- 
cation of  their  church  facility.  It  was  truly 
a  day  of  celebration  as  visitors  from  nine 
LEC  churches  came  together  for  this  occa- 
sion. (It  was  estimated  that  approximately 
1,000  were  in  attendance.)  Although  we 
visitors  did  not  understand  the  language, 

/  — 


the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  evident. 

Those  who  comprise  the  Lao  Evan- 
gelical Church  express  sincere  gratitude 
toward  General  Baptists  and  Original  Free 
Will  Baptists  for  their  involvement  and 
assistance.  Now,  they  look  forward  to 
stronger  evangelical  effort  to  reach  others 
of  their  race  in  the  United  States.  They  also 
dream  of  going  or  sending  missionaries 
back  to  Laos  to  carry  the  message  of  hope 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

(Reprinted  from  The  General  Baptist  Messenger, 
November  1993.) 
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Perfect  for  pastors,  Sunday 
School  teachers,  church 
workers... everyone.  Available  at: 


AYDEN  BIBLE  AND  BOOKSTORE 
81 1  North  Lee  Street 
Ayden,  NC  28513 


KINSTON  BIBLE 
AND  BOOKSTORE 
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A  VISIT  FOR  INSTALLATION  AT  THE  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


As  some  of  you  have  heard,  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Children's  Home  was  so 
blessed  to  have  had  the  members  of  one 
church  donate  so  much  of  their  time,  money, 
and  efforts  in  helping  us  with  the  reopening 
of  Smith  Cottage.  Several  members  of 
Hugo  Church  pulled  together  to  provide 
donations  for  the  renovation  of  the  Cottage. 
Among  those  donations  were  a  dishwasher, 
curtains  and  blinds  for  29  windows,  paints, 
bedspreads,  pillows,  sheets,  towels,  bulle- 
tin boards,  cookware,  dinnerware,  and  other 
useful  items. 
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On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  October 
1 6, 1 993,  a  group  of  twelve  from  the  church 
arrived  to  install  their  donations.  During 
lunch,  Mrs.  Elsie  McCoy  described  the 
fellowship  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  enjoyed 
while  preparing  for  this  event,  "We  all 
brought  our  sewing  machines  to  the  church 
fellowship  hall  and  within  two  days  had  the 
curtains  and  throw  pillows  made."  After 
lunch,  the  groups  worked  some  more  and 
later  journeyed  back  home,  hopefully  full 
of  pride,  the  result  of  their  wonderful  ac- 
complishments. 

We  are  so  grateful  to  this  group  of 
God's  good  people  for  all  they  have  done. 
We  would  also  like  to  take  this  time  and 
thank  everyone  who  is  helping  us  to  make 
this  dream  possible. 


STONEY  CREEK  VISITS  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


On  Saturday,  October  23, 1993,  the  Stoney  Creek  Charity  Sunday  School  Class  arrived  on  our  campus  with  large  quantities  of  spaghetti 
to  feed  a  hungry  crowd.  After  a  time  of  food  and  fellowship,  members  of  the  class  challenged  some  of  our  children  to  a  game  of  basketball. 

We  thank  this  group  for  wanting  to  provide  such  a  dinner  for  our  campus.  We  hope  they  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  we  did.  They  seem 
to  be  carrying  out  their  name  quiet  well! 
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MOC  DINNER  HELD 
AT  CHILDREN'S  HOME 


Pictured  is  Mrs.  Jean  Ackiss  presenting  the  host 
certificate  to  Dr.  Bobby  Taylor. 

The  annual  Mount  Olive  College  Din- 
ner for  Nash  County  was  held  once  more  at 
the  Whitley  Center  on  October  19,  1993. 
After  an  enjoyable  meal,  the  talented  Mount 
Olive  College  Singers  performed  for  the 
audience,  including  our  children.  The 
Children's  Home  received  a  certificate  of 
award  for  serving  as  host.  We  are  pleased 
to  host  this  event  and  welcome  Dinner 
participants  to  join  us  again  next  year. 

PREPARATION  FOR  CHRISTMAS 

"But  when  the  fulness  of  time  was 
come,  God  sent  forth  his  Son..."  (Galatians 
4:4).  Only  a  few  were  prepared  for  His 
coming.  Mary  had  been  visited  by  an  angel 
and  was  told  wondrous  things  which  she 
pondered  in  her  heart.  The  wise  men  fol- 
lowed a  star  to  the  stable  where  He  lay. 

The  members  of  the  congregation  at 
Shady  Grove  Church,  Route  5,  Dunn,  are 
anticipating  two  special  events  they  believe 
will  renew  their  commitment  to  the  Lord. 

Illuminaries  will  light  the  way  as  wor- 
shipers see  the  church  transformed  for 
Christmas  on  December  5  at  6  p.m.  Natural 
greenery  and  berries  will  be  draped  along 
the  altar  and  choir  loft;  memorial  poinset- 
tias  will  be  artistically  displayed  in  every 
conceivable  nook.  A  beautiful  white  nativ- 
ity scene  will  be  the  central  focus  on  the 
memorial  table  at  the  altar  of  the  church. 
Small  children  will  joyfully  bring  white 
ornaments  (symbolic  of  purity)  to  decorate 
the  tree.  As  these  Christmas  symbols  and 
wreaths  are  put  in  place,  the  Christmas 
story  will  be  told  by  narrators  and  the  choir. 
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As  the  service  ends,  worshipers  will 
form  a  circle  of  light  with  each  person 
holding  a  lighted  candle,  symbolic  of  Jesus, 
the  Light  of  the  world. 

On  December  19,  at  the  11  a.m.  wor- 
ship service,  the  church  choir  will  present 
the  cantata,  "All  on  a  Christmas  Morning," 
giving  the  shepherds'  viewpoint  of  that  first 
Christmas. 

Not  to  King  Herod  ruling  on  his  throne, 
nor  to  the  mighty  people  of  that  day,  but  to 
lowly  shepherds  tending  their  sheep  on  a 
hillside  was  the  wondrous  news  of  a 
Saviour's  birth  revealed. 

Immediately,  they  journeyed  to 
Bethlehem,  saw  the  Baby  in  the  manger. 
As  they  joyously  praised  God,  they  re- 
turned to  their  menial  tasks.  Over  and  over 
they  told  the  good  news  of  what  they  had 
witnessed. 

Is  your  heart  prepared  for  Christmas? 
Join  the  congregation  of  Shady  Grove 
Church  on  December  5  for  the  Hanging  of 
the  Greens  and  on  December  19  for  the 
cantata,  "All  on  a  Christmas  Morning,"  to 
experience  the  true  meaning  and  joy  of 
Christmas. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

The  Rev.  Larry  Barbour  recently  an- 
nounced a  change  of  address.  His  new 
address  is  P.O.  Box  21 12,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
NC  27870;  his  new  phone  number  is  (919) 
308-0951. 

MINISTER  AVAILABLE 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Stephenson  is  available 
for  full-time,  supply,  interim,  or  evangelis- 
tic services.  He  was  ordained  in  the  Cape 
Fear  Conference  but  has  served  most  re- 
cently in  the  Eastern  Conference.  Anyone 
interested  in  his  services  can  contact  him  by 
writing  to  him  at  601  Central  Avenue, 
Kinston,  NC  28501;  or  by  phoning  523- 
1571. 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  1993  annual  sitting  of  the  Eastern 
Conference,  held  with  Camp  Vandemere 
on  Thursday,  October  21,  was  great.  The 
Conference  has  82  churches;  68  reported. 
The  Rev.  Adrian  Grubbs  moderated  the 
meeting.  Having  served  in  the  capactity 
four  years,  he  retired  with  honor. 

The  Conference  and  its  member 
churches  recognized  and  honored  Camp 
Vandemere's  25  anniversary  with  a  silver 
offering  totalling  around  $6,000.  Much 


praise  was  given  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  their  efforts  in  providing  comfortable 
lodging.  The  rooms  already  completed  are 
both  beautiful  and  comfortable. 

The  Conference  Missions  Board  was 
dissolved.  Its  assets  became  the  property  of 
the  Conference,  subject  to  the  watchcare  of 
the  Executive  Committee.  (See  article  be- 
low for  more  information.) 

New  officers  elected  were:  Walter  J. 
Sutton,  moderator;  Dr.  Tommy  Benson, 
assistant  moderator;  Joe  Ard,  clerk;  An- 
drew Hill,  assistant  clerk;  J.  T.  Wilson, 
treasurer. 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
PASTORS'  SEMINAR 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  East- 
ern Conference  has  scheduled  a  pastors' 
seminar  to  be  held  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in 
Kinston,  NC,  on  Tuesday,  March  1,  begin- 
ning at  9:30  a.m.  The  focus  will  be  the 
Convention  theme:  "Hear  the  Word  of  the 
Lord  Concerning  Christian  Stewardship." 
The  seminar  will  close  with  the  noon  meal. 
More  information  about  this  semimar  will 
be  forthcoming. 

EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
DISSOLVES  MISSION  BOARD 

The  Eastern  Conference  no  longer  has 
an  active  missions  board.  We  therefore 
request  that  member  churches  send  their 
gifts  directly  to  either  of  the  two  addresses 
given  here: 

Silver  Creek  Missions 

Star  Route  B-49-1 

Swansboro,  NC  28584 

Or, 

Home  Missions  and  Evangelism 
Box  39 

Ayden,  NC  28513. 

Walter  J.  Sutton,  Moderator 

SEEKS  PASTOR 
Wooten's  Chapel  Church,  Saul's  Road, 
Raleigh,  NC,  is  seeking  a  pastor  who  can 
reside  in  the  community  or  who  is  in  close 
proximity  of  the  church,  so  as  to  facilitate 
its  recent  commitment  to  full-time  ministry 
in  the  Saul's  Road  and  surrounding  com- 
munities. 

The  church  will  consider  a  bi-voca- 
tional  pastor  who  is  committed  to  visita- 
tion, as  well  as  Bible  study,  preaching,  and 
pastoral  ministry.  Interested  ministers 
should  call  Mrs.  Margaret  Warren  at  919- 
772-0722;  or  write  to  Mrs.  Warren  at  6200 
Mai  Weathers  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27603. 
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STUDENT  'AMBASSADORS' 
REPRESENT  MOC 

Five  Free  Will  Baptist  students  are 
among  a  dozen  of  "Ambassadors"  at  Mount 
Olive  College,  part  of  a  program  that  lets 
students  represent  the  College  at  public 
events. 

Scott  Bircher  and  Tracy  McCoy  of 
Core  Creek  Church,  Ami  Medlin  of  Trinity 
Church,  Camille  Stephenson  of  Hopewell 
Church  and  Brian  Davis  of  First  Church, 
Wilson,  were  recently  selected  to  join  the 
group. 

The  program,  founded  in  May  by  Dr. 
K.  David  Hines,  identifies  students  to  serve 
as  "ambassadors,"  or  informed  diplomats, 
at  College  functions.  Hines  said  he  chose 
the  name  because  it  described  the  kind  of 
person  he  wanted  to  fill  the  program's  po- 
sitions. 

"I  wanted  a  group  of  students  who  I 
thought  would  represent  the  College  well  in 
public  relations  events  the  same  way  that 
the  Mount  Olive  College  Singers  do  in 
musical  events,"  Hines  said. 

Students  selected  to  the  group  had  to 
be  "good  communicators,  with  positive  at- 
titudes. Those  were  the  qualities  I  was 
looking  for,"  Hines  said. 

All  of  the  students  receive  scholar- 
ships in  various  forms:  leadership  scholar- 
ships, Free  Will  Baptist  Tuition  Grants,  or 
honors  scholarships.  All  scholarships  given 
by  the  College  include  requirements  de- 
signed to  enhance  the  student's  education 
through  expanded  learning  experience,  ca- 
reer development  and  service  to  the  Col- 
lege, church,  or  community. 

Work  as  an  Ambassador  fulfills  the 
service  component  of  the  scholarship  con- 
tract. 

Ambassadors  have  done  "everything 
from  pouring  tea  to  giving  campus  tours  to 
speaking  to  groups  on  behalf  of  the  Col- 
lege. And  they've  been  great  to  work  with. 
I'll  ask  them  to  do  anything,  and  they  come 
through,"  Hines  said. 

The  program  can  be  time-consuming, 
"but  it's  enjoyable  time,"  said  Camille 
Stephenson,  a  sophomore  and  MOC  Am- 
bassador. 

"You  learn  where  the  College  comes 
from  and  how  much  it  means  to  people. 
You  hear  the  stories  of  the  people  whom 
our  buildings  are  named  after,  and  it  over- 
whelms me,"  she  explained.  "I  can't  imag- 
ine my  being  one  of  the  people  of  that 
caliber,  but  those  people  were  just  like  me." 
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The  students  gain  real-life  benefits  from 
the  experience,  Hines  added.  "They're 
developing  their  communication  skills  and 
learning  how  to  handle  themselves  in  for- 
mal environments.  These  are  skills  that 
will  serve  them  well,  regardless  of  their 
careers,"  he  said. 

"Some  of  these  students  could  work  in 
admissions  and  public  relations.  I  can  see 
any  of  them  working  in  jobs  where  you 
have  to  work  with  and  serve  the  public,"  he 
said. 

But  the  students  receive  more  immedi- 
ate benefits  also,  Miss  Stephenson  said. 
"Meeting  people  from  all  over  the  place, 
I've  realized  how  many  friends  of  the  Col- 
lege there  are,"  she  said. 

In  her  role  as  Ambassador,  Miss 
Stephenson  spoke  at  the  Johnston-Wake 
counties  dinner  before  an  audience  of  more 
than  400  church  representatives. 

"I  didn't  think  that  people  would  listen 
to  college  students,  but  they  did.  After- 
wards, I  talked  with  people  and  I  think  they 
liked  knowing  that  students  are  aware  of 
how  much  the  church  helps  us,"  she  said. 

The  program  also  provides  a  benefit  to 
prospective  students,  those  considering 
coming  to  Mount  Olive,  that  hasn't  been 
offered  in  the  past,  Miss  Stephenson  added. 

"I  think  about  when  I  first  visited  Mount 
Olive  College,  and  I  don't  remember  any 
students  talking  to  me  in  person.  I  would 
have  loved  to  get  the  students'  point  of 
view,"  she  said.  "As  an  Ambassador,  I've 
talked  to  prospective  students  many  times 
and  been  able  to  give  them  that  point  of 
view." 

When  Hines  interviewed  the  students 
who  applied  to  participate  in  the  program, 
he  relied  on  instinct. 

"I  asked  myself  if  I  thought  this  person 
could  get  along  with  others  and  represent 
the  College  well.  Could  I  send  these  stu- 
dents out  to  greet  prospective  high  school 
students  and  to  sit  at  tables  with  the  leaders 
of  our  state?"  he  said.  "For  the  most  part,  I 
think  I  nailed  it." 

Hines  said  that  students  at  the  College 
have  always  performed  in  service  roles. 
"The  difference  is  that  we  now  have  an 
identified  group  who  are  trained  to  serve," 
he  explained. 

The  public  has  responded  well  to  the 
program,  Hines  said.  During  a  talk  with 
Charles  Kuralt,  who  spoke  on  the  campus 
in  October,  Kuralt  commented  that  the 
Ambassadors  were  particularly  friendly  and 


very  poised. 

"He  told  me,  'You  folks  obviously 
know  your  students,'"  Hines  said. 

While  the  first  group  of  Ambassadors 
include  freshmen,  Hines  said  he  may  begin 
with  sophomores  in  future  selection. 

"I  want  this  group  to  be  specialists  on 
Mount  Olive  College  -  to  know  our  aca- 
demic programs  and  our  history.  If  they 
walk  into  Henderson  Building,  they'll  know 
who  Dr.  C.  C.  Henderson  was,"  Hines  said. 

"It's  important  that  they  know  about 
whom  they're  representing,"  he  explained. 
"They  are  our  Ambassadors." 

OVER  400  BRIDGE  BUILDERS 
HONORED  AT  BANQUET 

by  Patti  O'Donoghue,  MOC  Public  Information 

More  than  400  Mount  Olive  College 
Bridge  Builders  and  guests  were  honored  in 
October  in  the  College's  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center.  It  was  the  ninth  annual 
dinner  and  the  first  to  be  held  in  the  new 
dining  hall-student  center. 

During  the  1992  program,  1,320 
Bridge  Builders  contributed  $200,971  of 
the  total  $307,678  raised,  reported  Jean 
Ackiss,  MOC  director  of  Church  Support 

"We  celebrate  all  you  have  done  at 
Mount  Olive  College.  You  give  more  than 
financial  support  —  your  gifts  make  the 
difference  in  the  lives  of  each  student  who 
comes  to  this  campus,"  Mrs.  Ackiss  said. 

Mrs.  Ackiss  coordinates  the  annual 
program  of  17  county  dinners,  which  pro- 
vide gift  support  for  the  College.  The 
dinner  program  is  conducted  by  churches  in 
the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Bap- 
tists, the  College's  sponsor. 

A  Bridge  Builder  is  an  individual  or 
group  of  people  who  give  or  pledge  an 
unrestricted  gift  of  $100  or  more  at  one  of 
the  dinners.  There  are  three  Bridge  Builder 
Clubs;  College  Club,  $100-499;  President's 
Club,  $500-999;  and  Trustee 's  Club,  $ 1 ,000; 
or  more. 

Dr.  Penny  Ziemer  played  on  the  image 
of  suspension  bridges  in  her  keynote  ad- 
dress, calling  the  Bridge  Builders  "willing 
suspenders"  as  opposed  to  "spenders." 

"The  College  has  not  called  you  here 
tonight  because  of  anything  you  spent  on 
Mount  Olive  College,"  she  said.  Accord- 
ing to  my  dictionary,  had  you  been  a  spender, 
you  would  have  used  something  up,  run  out 
of  something." 

"You  are  here  because  you  have  laid 
hold  of  the  power  of  the  gospel  message  by 
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sharing  your  resources  for  the  Christian 
education  of  men  and  women.  No,  you 
have  not  been  spenders  here,"  she  said. 

Dr.  Ziemer  recounted  David 
McCuIlough's  story  of  the  13-year  project 
of  building  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  and  his 
assertion  that  a  successful  suspension  bridge 
hands  "from  something... with  something 
and  for  something." 

"You  are  Bridge  Builders  of  Mount 
Olive  College  and  you  have  given  us  a 
powerful  suspension  which  hangs  from 
something  strong  and  steady,  the  heritage 
of  the  past:  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church 
and  the  faith  that  undergirds  it  and  you,"  she 
said. 

She  noted  that  while  many  attendees 
were  Free  Will  Baptist,  "all  of  you  are  Free 
Will  Christians... because  you  chose  not  to 
spend  but  to  suspend.  You  chose  to  be  the 
Church  and  to  carry  Mount  Olive  College 
with  you  into  the  future." 

The  program  included  the  performance 
of  an  original  musical  composition  by 
Carson  Koonce,  a  musician  from  Cove 
City.  Koonce  sang  "Let's  Build  a  Bridge," 
which  he  co-wrote  with  John  Farmer.  The 
performance  brought  Bridge  Builders  to 
their  feet,  singing  and  clapping  with  him. 

Dr.  Pepper  Worthington,  editor  of  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press,  announced  that 
the  latest  publication  of  the  press,  Carol 
Bessent  Hayman's  Images  and  Echoes  of 
Beaufort-by-the-Sea,  was  provided  as  gifts 
to  those  who  became  Bridge  Builders  in 
this  year's  program. 

"It  is  the  Press's  way  of  saying  thank 
you,"  Dr.  Worthington  said.  She  also  rec- 
ognized Barbara  Mapp  of  Goldsboro,  the 
author  of Just  Like  Grandma  Used  to  Make, 
last  year's  gift  to  Bridge  Builders. 

Dr.  Ziemer,  who  teaches  public  speak- 
ing and  literature  at  the  College's  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base  program,  is  a  li- 
censed minister  with  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  in  North  Carolina. 
She  serves  as  Minister  of  Spirit  Enrichment 
for  First  Christian  Church  of  Goldsboro 
and  as  a  regional  supply  preacher  for  the 
Christian  Church  in  the  state.  She  is  also 
regional  coordinator  for  the  international 
Christian  Women's  Fellowship  Quadren- 
nial Assembly  to  be  held  in  1994. 
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FORBES  IS  CHAPEL  SPEAKER  AT  MOUNT  OLIVE  COLLEGE 

Jeff  Celeste,  Office  of  Public  Information 


(Left  to  right)  Bishop  L.  N.  Forbes,  Christy  Brewington,  and  the  Rev.  W.  Scott  Sowers,  pastor  of  Marlboro 
Church  and  president  of  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists. 

"What  are  you  wearing?"  asked  Bishop  L.N.  Forbes,  pastor  of  Faith  Temple  I  and  II 
in  Washington,  DC,  and  East  Orange,  New  Jersey,  who  spoke  at  Mount  Olive  College  last 
month. 


"What  we  wear  is  important  because  if  we  look  good  we  have  more  energy  and 
confidence,"  Forbes  said.  But  while  dressing  the  body,  he  reminded,  "also  dress  yourself 
spiritually." 

"Compassion,  kindness,  humility,  gentleness,  and  patience"  are  the  garments  for 
spiritual  dressing,  Forbes  explained.  Compassion,  the  sorrow  for  the  suffering  of  others, 
matches  kindness  —  the  state  or  quality  of  being  kind.  Humility  and  gentleness,  he  said, 
reflects  one's  efforts  to  be  humble  and  polite,  and  patience  is  the  will  and  ability  to  endure 
without  complaint. 

"This  is  the  age  where  many  people  try  and  look  their  worst"  even  though  they're 
educated,  Forbes  said.  But  "if  love  of  God  is  in  your  heart,  someone  will  know,  because  the 
well  of  thought  comes  up  in  buckets  of  speech." 

"Styles  change  but  Christ's  kindness  is  never  out  of  style.  Only  God  can  give  us 
strength  to  stand  straight,"  he  said.  Forbes  left  his  audience  with  instructions  to  follow  "the 
greatest  commandment  ever  given:  love  one  another." 

"If  someone  doesn't  have  a  smile,  give  them  one.  It  takes  fewer  muscles  to  smile  than 
it  does  to  frown,"  he  said. 

Forbes,  who  has  visited  the  campus  on  numerous  occasions,  said  he  would  continue  to 
visit  every  other  year.  His  work  and  ministry  have  grown  with  the  number  of  followers  in 
DC  and  New  Jersey,  he  said. 


EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
MINISTERS  AND  LAYPERSONS 

As  a  service  to  the  church,  the  College  offers  scholarships  to  cover  90%  of  the  cost  of 
tuition  for  licensed  and  ordained  ministers.  These  scholarships  reduce  the  cost  of  one  course 
(excluding  books)  to  $38.  The  following  classes  will  be  offered  by  the  Department  of 
Religion  beginning  January  13, 1994: 

Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament,  3  semester  hours  of  credit,  2-2:50  p.m.  on  Mondays, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday;  Mr.  Frank  Harrison,  professor. 

Introduction  to  the  New  Testament,  3  semester  hours  of  credit;  taught  three  times: 
2-3:30  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays;  Mr.  Keith  Roberts,  professor 

11-  11:50  a.m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays;  Dr.  David  Hines,  professor 

12-  12:30  p.m.  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays;  Dr.  Allen  Swartz,  professor 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST 


Sermon  Preparation  and  Delivery,  3  se- 
mester hours  of  credit,  6:30-9:20  p.m. 
on  Tuesdays;  Mr.  Frank  Harrison,  pro- 
fessor. 

Introduction  to  Christian  Education.  3 

semester  hours  of  credit,  6:30-9:20  p.m. 
on  Thursdays;  Mrs.  Dianne  Riley,  pro- 
fessor 

The  Life  and  Teachings  of  Jesus,  3  se- 
mester hours  of  credit,  2-3:20  p.m.  on 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays;  Dr.  David 
Hines,  professor 

History  of  Christianity,  3  semester  hours 
of  credit,  9:30-11:50  a.m.  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays;  Dr.  Michael  Pelt,  pro- 
fessor. 

You  may  register  for  these  classes  at 
any  time  during  regular  business  hours  (from 
8  a.m.  until  5  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday) 
or  at  the  time  of  the  first  class.  Registration 
will  continue  through  January  25.  These 
classes  will  meet  through  May  10. 

For  additional  information  on  these 
classes  or  other  educational  services  for 
ministers,  contact  Dr.  K.  David  Hines,  as- 
sistant to  the  President  (telephone  9 1 9-658- 
2502). 

CAHOON  NAMED  TO  PUBLIC 
INFORMATION  POST 

Mount  Olive  College  class  of  1992 
alumnus  Cecil  Cahoon  II  has  been  named 
the  College's  public  information  director. 
Cahoon  began  work  at  the  College  on  No- 
vember 8  and  succeeds  Patti  O'Donoghue, 
who  was  named  executive  director  of  the 
Mount  Olive  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce 
in  October. 

After  graduation  from  the  College  in 
May  1992,  Cahoon  served  an  internship  at 
the  Carteret  County  News-Times  in 
Morehead  City.  In  August  1992,  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  at  the  Goldsboro  News- 
Argus,  where  he  covered  Mount  Olive  Col- 
lege, Mount  Olive  government,  Seymour 
Johnson  Air  Force  Base,  Wayne  Commu- 
nity College  and  other  assignments. 

A  native  of  Kansas  City,  MO,  he  was 
reared  in  Craven  County  and  holds  mem- 
bership at  Bridgeton  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church. 

While  a  student  at  Mount  Olive, 
Cahoon  wrote  A  Chosen  Vessel,  the  biogra- 
phy of  the  late  Luke  H.  Wetherington,  Jr. 
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Cecil  Cahoon 


Wetherington  was  a  member  of  the  College's 
Board  of  Trustees  and  one  of  its  benefac- 
tors. 

Cahoon  has  written  a  second  book, 
Unquiet  Waters,  a  collection  of  poetry  that 
is  scheduled  to  be  published  soon  by  the 
Mount  Olive  College  Press.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Goldsboro  Writers  Group  and  serves 
on  the  executive  board  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Poetry  Society. 

As  a  College  freshman,  Cahoon  co- 
founded  the  Mount  Olive  College  English 
Society  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  its 
literary  magazine,  The  Olive  Branch. 
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You  are  invited ! 

December  1993  -  Reserve  these  dates 

North  Carolina  Symphony:  Wednesday,  December  1 
College  Hall 

Holiday  Wonderland  (Pops  Concert) 

We  can't  guarantee  a  white  Christmas,  but  we  can  promise  a  winter  wonder- 
land of  sound  with  this  popular  concert  of  music  dedicated  to  the  winter 
holidays.  You'll  hear  the  sounds  of  sleigh  bells  and  carols  and  sense  the  joy 
that  only  music  can  bring  to  the  Holiday  Season. 

(General  Admission  $15,  make  check  payable  to  NC  Symphony 
and  mail  to  Advancement  Office,  Mount  Olive  College,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365) 

Christmas  Concert:  Tuesday,  December  7  at  7:30  p.m. 

The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  and  the  Mount  Olive  Community 
Ensemble  will  join  for  a  concert  of  Christmas  music,  preceded  by  Christmas 
dinner  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center.  Reserve  this  date  for  a 
delightful  holiday  evening  and  watch  for  further  information. 

Ill  Century  Singers:  Sunday,  December  12  at  1:30  p.m. 
Murphy  Center 

Area  friends  of  the  College  are  invited  to  have  lunch  in  the  Lois  K.  Murphy 
Regional  Center  and  to  remain  for  the  program  by  the  III  Center  Singers,  a 
well-known  Wayne  County  choral  group.  Those  who  do  not  wish  to  come  for 
lunch  may  arrive  in  time  for  the  program  at  1:30  p.m.  There  will  be  no 
admission  charge  for  the  program. 

For  More  Information 
Contact  Marjorie  Pierce,  secretary  to  the  President,  telephone:  919-658-7175 
Mount  Olive  College,  634  Henderson  Street,  Mount  Olive,  NC  28365 


MOUNT 
OLIVE 
COLLEGE 


r            You  are  invited  to  ? 

%  £ 

»       A  Christmas  Buffet  T£ 

and  A 
^      an  Evening  of  Music 

%  $ 

■^P  Tuesday,  December  7 

Jjl                        Zoz's  A'.  Murphy  Regional  Center  J& 

#  v 

™  6:3(9 p.m.  Christmas  Buffet 

7:30 p.m.  Christmas  Concert  jff 


£  The  Mount  Olive  College  Concert  Choir  and  the  Mount  Olive  Wj. 

%  # 

A  Community  Ensemble  will  present  a  concert  of  Christmas  "Cp 

#  % 

^  music  which  will  begin  at  7:30  p.m.  (No  charge)  ^ 

JQP~  For  your  enjoyment,  a  Christmas  Buffet  will  be  available  in  J^"- 

*  y 

IT  the  Lois  K.  Murphy  Regional  Center  prior  to  the  concert.  yjA 

IiL    I  Adults:                               $7.50  _Jf 

I        Jy"  Children  under  12:          $4.00  P^, 

j^^^  Call  Mrs.  Pierce  at  919-658-2502  to  confirm  your  reservation. 
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'Dear  Santa, 

My  name  is  John  Williams  and  I  worf^f or  a  Christian  ministry  of  the  Original  free  Will  Baptist 
denomination.  The  name  of  the  ministry  is  Cragmont  Assembly.  Cragmont  is  a  place  where  many 
people  come  for  rest,  relaxation,  and  spiritual  enrichment.  In  the  summer,  around  1,200  young 
people  attend  youth  conferences.  Through  these  youth  conferences,  many  young  people  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Lord.  Many  more  commit  their  lives  more  completely  as  they  rededicate  their 
lives  to  our  Lord.  This  ministry  has  Seen  operated By  free  Will  Baptists  since  1945  and  has  had 
a  very  successful  w or 

This  ministry  operates  primarily  from  funds  donated  from  churches  and  individuals  who  love  and 
care  for  its  wor^  Often  just  enough  funds  come  in  to  pay  the  Sills.  Because  of  this  situation,  a 
piece  of  our  equipment  needs  to  Se  replaced But  we  do  not  have  the  money  to  maf^e  the  purchase. 

Kjght  now  this  is  the  situation  we  are  in:  We  need  a  new  stove  for  the  fetchen  Badly.  We  have 
had  the  gas  man  out  to  fait  several  times  and  he  has  stated  that  he  has  done  all  he  faows  to  do. 
It  seems  that  it  is just  worn  out.  I  am  not  sure  how  old  the  stove  is  But  I  $now  it  IooIq  really  old. 
9{g  one  could  ever  say  that  we  did  not  get  our  money's  worth  from  the  stove. 

Anyway,  I  was  wondering  if  you  might  help  us  get  another  stove  for  our  Qtchen.  After checking 
into  the  prices,  I  have  found  that  for  $4,500  we  could  Buy  a  nice  new  stove  with  a  griddle.  I  can 
almost  see  the  smiling  faces  of  people  sitting  out  in  the  dining  area  as  they  smell  hot  pancakes 
cooKjngon  thegriddle.  I  can  almost  see  the  smiling faces of the  young people  as they  "woof  down" 
a  Burger  cooked  on  that  new  stove. 

I  was  told  that  you  were  the  man  to  contact  when  you  need  something  around  Christmas  time.  So, 
if  you  can  Be  of  some  help,  just  contact  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  9{prth  JorkjRgad,  Blacf^ 
Mountain,  9{C  28711.  I  hope  I  hear  from  you  soon. 

Sincerely, 
John  Williams 


Dear  Cragmont  Friends, 

Above  you  have  just  read  our  light-hearted  attempt  at  letting  you  know  about  a  specific  need  we  have  at  Cragmont.  If  you  or  your  family, 
your  Sunday  School  class,  or  Auxiliary  would  like  to  send  a  Christmas  gift  to  Cragmont  for  our  "new  stove  fund,"  this  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Please  remember  we  still  need  your  regular  donations  for  other  debts  and  obligations. 

Thank  you! 

John  Williams 
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KINFOLK 


What  is  Kinfolk? 

Kinfolk  is  a  conference  designed  for  the  family  at  Cragmont  Assembly.  It  will  include  lectures,  discussion 
groups,  and  free  time.  We  have  even  planned  activities  for  the  very  young  so  that  the  adults  will  be  free  to  participate 
in  the  lectures  and  discussion  groups.  With  this  conference,  we  hope  to  offer  information,  help,  and  encouragement 
for  dealing  for  the  problems  facing  the  family  today. 

What  are  the  dates? 

April  3-7.  We  plan  to  have  you  arrive  Sunday,  April  3, 1994,  by  8  p.m.  and  begin  our  program  at  8:30  p.m.  Each 
morning,  Monday  through  Wednesday,  we  will  have  our  lectures  and  discussions.  Following  lunch,  you  are  on  your 
own  to  shop  or  sightsee  as  you  please.  Each  evening,  we  will  have  a  devotion  or  movie.  Thursday,  following 
breakfast,  the  conference  will  end. 

What  is  the  cost? 

The  cost  is  $65  per  person.  Children  five  and  under  are  free.  If  you  are  interested,  please  fill  out  this  form  and 
return  it  with  a  $25  per  family  non-refundable  registration  fee  to:  "Kinfolk,"  c/o  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North 
Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


Name 


Address. 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone:  (Day) 


(Night) 


Number  in  Family  Attending  Conference 


Children's  Ages. 
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BRANSON  LIMITED 

Cragmont  is  offering  an  exciting  trip  in  September  1994  to  Branson,  Missouri.  The  price  includes  cost  by  motor  coach,  six  nights 
lodging  (one  in  Nashville,  three  in  Branson,  one  in  Jackson,  TN,  and  one  at  Cragmont);  two  meals  at  Cragmont;  three  breakfasts  and  two 
dinners  while  in  Branson;  lunch  in  Springfield;  four  shows  in  Branson;  a  visit  to  the  "Fantastic  Caverns";  and  a  trip  to  the  Bass  Pro  Shop 
in  Springfield.  All  of  this  is  offered  for  $700  per  person.  This  excludes  personal  spending  money  and  the  cost  of  the  meals  not  designated. 

"Branson  Limited"  will  begin  on  Thursday,  September  22, 1994.  Transportation  to  Cragmont  will  be  provided  by  motor  coach,  with 
several  stops  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  Lunch  will  be  served  at  Cragmont  and  then  we  will  travel  to  Nashville  for  our  first  night. 

Friday,  September  23,  will  be  spent  traveling  to  Branson  and  settling  into  our  motel,  giving  you  an  opportunity  to  see  some  of  the  beauty 
of  the  central  United  States. 

Saturday,  September  24,  promises  to  be  fun,  beginning  with  breakfast  on  the  Lake  Queen.  We  will  cruise  the  river  and  have  live 
entertainment  while  we  eat  breakfast.  After  breakfast,  we  will  go  to  the  Branson  Mall  for  some  shopping.  While  we  are  there,  lunch  will 
be  eaten.  In  the  afternoon,  we  will  go  to  the  Mel  Tillis  Theatre.  After  the  matinee,  we  will  go  back  to  the  motel  and  get  ready  for  dinner 
at  the  Apple  Mill  Restaurant.  Then  we  will  head  on  to  "The  Shepherd  of  the  Hills,"  an  outdoor  drama  portraying  a  great  American  classic. 
The  "Shepherd"  has  been  filmed  by  Hollywood  four  times. 

Sunday,  September  25,  will  be  another  fun-filled  day,  with  breakfast  at  the  Bonanza  Restaurant.  After  we  have  finished  eating,  we 
will  have  a  short  devotion  while  we  are  all  together.  There  will  be  free  time  to  do  what  you  want  until  11:30  a.m.,  when  we  will  meet  to 
take  a  ride  on  "The  Ducks."  This  is  a  70-minute  excursion  through  the  heart  of  the  Ozark  Mountain  Country.  The  Ducks  travel  over  land 
and  water,  making  this  a  unique  ride.  After  this  adventure,  we  will  enjoy  a  matinee  at  the  Andy  Williams  Moon  River  Theatre.  After  the 
matinee,  we  will  head  back  to  the  motel  for  a  little  rest  before  dinner.  Dinner  will  be  at  the  Roy  Clark  Crystal  Hall  before  traveling  to  the 
Shoji  Tabuchi  Theatre. 

On  Monday,  September  26,  we  will  pack  up  and  leave  Branson.  After  the  luggage  is  on  the  bus,  we  will  have  breakfast  at  the  Dondics 
Riverboat  Restaurant.  We  will  then  head  north  to  Springfield  and  make  a  couple  of  stops.  The  first  stop  will  be  at  the  "Fantastic  Caverns." 
Because  the  beauty  of  the  Caverns  is  vulnerable,  the  Cave  is  toured  in  jeep-drawn  trams  (no  walking).  After  we  tour  the  Cave,  we  will  travel 
on  to  the  Bass  Pro  Shop  for  a  visit.  While  there,  we  will  enjoy  lunch  together.  After  lunch,  we  will  head  to  Jackson,  Tennessee,  for  the 
night,  stopping  along  the  way  for  dinner. 

Tuesday,  September  27,  we  will  check  out  of  the  motel  by  8  a.m.  and  stop  for  breakfast  on  the  way  out.  We  will  eat  lunch  and  dinner 
on  the  way  back  to  Cragmont,  where  we  will  spend  the  night. 

"Branson  Limited"  will  come  to  an  end  on  Wednesday,  September  28, 1994.  The  bus  will  leave  after  breakfast  and  a  short  devotion 
in  the  Chapel. 

Because  of  limited  space,  we  will  only  be  able  to  accept  forty  people.  Reservations  will  be  taken  on  a  first-come  first-accepted  basis. 
To  be  assured  of  a  place,  please  return  the  completed  reservation  form,  along  w  ith  a  $  100  non-returnable  deposit*  for  each  person.  Payments 
of  $100  per  person  are  due  on  January  15, 1994,  February  15, 1994,  March  15, 1994,  May  15, 1994,  June  15, 1994;  and  the  final  payment 
on  July  15, 1994.  Please  honor  these  deadlines  for  payment  because  we,  too,  have  payments  that  must  be  made  for  our  activities  and  stay 
in  Branson. 

If  room  is  available,  you  may  register  anytime,  but  if  a  payment  date  has  passed,  all  amounts  up  to  that  date  will  have  to  be  paid. 

If  you  are  interested  in  taking  this  trip,  please  register.  Sometimes  we  hear  people  say  that  they  are  waiting  to  find  out  if  we  get  enough 
people  before  they  will  send  in  their  registration.  Please  don't  fear  for  your  deposit.  If  you  register  and  we  do  not  get  enough  people  to 
do  the  tour,  please  rest  assured  we  will  return  your  check  as  soon  as  the  decision  is  made.  Also,  many  people  hesitate  to  register  because 
they  fear  the  tour  is  already  full.  Once  again,  please  be  assured  that  if  you  send  in  a  deposit  and  we  have  reached  the  maximum  number 
for  the  trip,  we  will  return  your  check  promptly. 

Come  join  us  for  this  special  get-away.  All  arrangements  are  made  by  Cragmont,  freeing  you  from  the  hassle  of  planning  and  driving. 

*We  will  need  to  have  30  people  to  sign  up  by  May  15, 1994,  or  the  trip  will  be  canceled  and  all  money  will  be  refunded. 


Mail  to" Branson  Limited,"  Cragmont  Assembly,  1233  North  Fork  Road,  Black  Mountain,  NC  28711. 


Name 


Address   

City  State  Zip  

Phone:  Day  Night  ___ 

Church  

If  you  have  a  roommate  preference,  please  list  name  here: 

Do  you  have  a  health  condition  we  need  to  be  aware  of  such  as:  heart  condition       diabetes       hypoglycemia      trouble  with  stairs  other  

Preferred  Bus  Stop  (La  Grange  will  not  be  the  busline  we  will  be  using  so  no  La  Grange  Bus  Lot  stop  will  be  made.  We  will  be  coming  as  straight  up 
Highway  70  as  possible.) 

Non-refundable  deposit:  $100  (Non-refundable  only  if  you  cancel  your  reservation.) 
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NOTES  AND  QUOTES 


by  C.  H.  Overman,  Executive  Administrator 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists 


THE  FIRST  TWO  MONTHS 

The  first  two  months  on  a  full-time  basis  have  proven  to  be  a  challenging  and  enjoyable  experience.  I  am  deeply  appreciative  to  the 
pastors  and  churches  that  have  invited  me  into  their  pulpits  as  the  representative  of  our  Convention.  Through  these  two  months,  I  have 
spoken  in  eight  different  churches.  After  serving  as  a  pastor  for  many  years,  there  have  been  some  major  adjustments;  however,  as  stated 
in  the  last  "Notes  and  Quotes,"  there  is  relief  in  the  fact  that  I  am  no  longer  having  to  think  in  two  directions,  that  of  pastor  and  this  work. 
As  I  visit  in  the  different  churches,  my  prayers  and  concern  go  out  to  each  church  for  success  and  growth,  for  I  think  I  understand. 

It  perhaps  would  not  be  practical  or  interesting  to  share  all  my  experiences  on  this  page  each  month;  therefore,  I  will  seek  to  share 
some  of  the  highlights  of  these  activities,  with  the  realization  that  each  opportunity  to  serve  our  denomination  is  something  that  I  cannot 
take  for  granted  or  lightly. 

Sunday  School  Board 

The  Convention's  Sunday  School 
Board  met  on  October  2, 1 993,  at  our  Head- 
quarters. Those  present  were  (left  to  right): 
Bobby  Foy,  Frankie  Baggett,  El  wood  Hill, 
Mary  Dudley,  Philip  Wood,  Frank  Grubbs. 
Mrs.  Dudley  was  elected  as  chairman  and 
Philip  Wood  as  secretary.  The  Board  voted 
to  sponsor  a  Sunday  School  Institute  again, 
which  will  be  in  March  of  1994,  and  also  to 
reinstate  the  Pastor's  and  Superintendent's 
Banquet  in  September.  Plans  were  also 
discussed  relative  to  the  formulation  of  a 
teacher  training  program.  Sunday  Schools 
will  be  hearing  more  about  these  events 
shortly. 

Free  Union's  150th  Anniversary 


On  November  7,  it  was  my  privilege  to  attend  the  one  hundred  fiftieth  Homecoming  Anniversary  at  Free  Union  Church,  Walstonburg, 
NC.  Attendance  was  close  to  500.  There  was  good  fellowship  and  inspirational  singing.  The  homecoming  message  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  C.  L.  Patrick,  a  former  pastor  who  served  the  church  for  thirty  years.  In  addition,  a  brief  history  of  the  church  was  presented  by  Mrs. 
Lena  Walston,  a  long-time  member. 

It  was  indeed  an  honor  to  present  a  plague  to  the  church,  which  read  as  follows: 

"In  acknowledgment  and  appreciation  for  150  years  of  service  to  the  advancement  of  God's  Kingdom  and  faithful  service  to  Original 
Free  Will  Baptists,  and  for  the  many  lives  that  have  been  transformed  through  the  ministry  of  this  church,  we  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  and  gratitude.  Presented  by  the  Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  W.  Scott  Sowers,  President." 

This  plague  was  presented  to  the  pastor  of  Free  Union  Church,  the  Rev.  Philip  Wood,  by  C.  H.  Overman,  executive  administrator. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  the  church  honored  Brother  Patrick  in  the  presentation  of  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Patrick.  The  presentation  was 
made  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Becky  Clark. 
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ON  THE  MOVE  WITH  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


WHAT  CAN  I  DO? 

The  question  can  be  asked,  "What  can 
I  do  to  assure  the  future  of  the  Layman's 
League—and  the  church?"  The  answer  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Pray. 

2.  Seek  God's  guidance  in  all  you  do. 

3.  Become  a  part. 

4.  Serve. 

5.  Hold  office. 

6.  Promote  Christ  through  the  Lay- 
man's League. 

7.  Be  a  layworker  for  the  Lord. 
You  are  the  KEY  to  God's  church  and 

army.  Only  you,  if  you  do  as  God  has  called 
you,  will  be  in  the  forefront  and  be  worthy 
to  be  used  of  Christ. 


THE  PAST  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  LAYMAN'S  LEAGUE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

December  2-Promotional 
Committee,  Elmer  Harrefl's  of- 
fice, 7  p.m. 

December  6" Central  Con- 
ference Layman1  s  League, 
Winterville  Church  (corner  of 
Glendale  Avenue  ami  East  Coo- 
per Street),  WintervOIe,  NC;  sup- 
per, 7  p.m.;  business,  7:45  p.m. 

If  you  need  information  on 
the  State  Layman's  League  or 
want  to  organize,  please  contact 
State  President,  Elmer  Barrel! 
(747-2894);  or  Promotional  Com- 
mittee Chairman,  John  Newton 
(823-3049). 

if  you  have  Layman's  League 
news  or  pictures  for  The  Free 
Will  Baptist,  please  send  to  Randy 
Beaman,  1105  Grovemont  Drive 
C-3,  Greenville,  NC  27834;  or 
call  830-5592. 


The  past  presidents  of  the  Layman's  League  (left  to  right):  Donald  Marlowe,  third  president;  John 
Newton,  fourth  president;  Paul  Beaman,  first  president;  and  Rex  Wainwright,  second  president  (photo 
taken  at  the  State  Layman's  meeting,  Fremont  Church,  November  5,  1993). 

IS. 


Pastors  who  attended  the  1993  Convention. 

SCENES  OF  THE  1993  CONVENTION  HELD  AT  FREMONT  CHURCH 
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Seen  here--and  on  the  next  page-are  happenings  at  the  Layman's  League  Convention  held  at  Fremont 
Church. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CHARMS 


by  Mary  Dudley 
Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
all  of  you  for  your  patience  and  understand- 
ing in  the  past  and  to  solicit  your  prayers 
and  concern  as  the  Sunday  School  Board 
tries  to  recapture  its  purpose  and  mission. 
On  October  12,  1993,  the  Sunday  School 
Board  met  and  elected  officers  for  the  year; 
they  are  as  follows: 

Mary  Dudley,  chairperson 

Frank  Grubbs,  vice  chairperson 

Philip  Wood,  secretary 

Elwood  Hill,  treasurer 
After  listening  to  many  suggestions 
for  improvements,  the  Board  decided  to 
hold  its  annual  Institute  in  the  spring,  at  a 
place  to  be  announced.  It  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  March  5,1994.  It  will  begin  with 
registration  at  8:15  a.m.,  and  the  Institute 
will  begin  at  9  a.m.  There  will  be  eight 
workshops,  each  of  which  will  be  taught 
twice,  so  that  each  participant  will  have  two 
choices.  The  topics  wi  1 1  be  on  current  needs 
of  Sunday  Schools.  A  tentative  list  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Stewardship:  Faithfully  Teaching  the 

Word 

2.  Discipline  in  the  Sunday  School 

3.  Reaching  the  Single  Parent  Family 

4.  Ideas  for  Future  Growth 

5.  Evangelism  in  the  90s 

6.  Parenting  skills  for  preschoolers 

7.  Just  Say  "Yes"  in  Adolescence  (What 
Can  They  Say  "Yes"  to?) 

8.  Free  Will  Baptist  Doctrine  as  It  Relates  to 
the  Lesson 

The  Board  also  decided  to  return  to 
having  the  Pastor/Superintendent/Teacher 
Banquet  in  order  to  celebrate  our  Sunday 
Schools  and  their  leadership.  It  will  be  held 
on  Friday  night,  September  9,  1994,  at  a 
place  to  be  determined.  The  Board  is  also 
seriously  studying  the  old  Teacher/Super- 
intendent Certification  in  order  to  update 
the  requirements.  We  hope  to  have  some- 
thing in  place  by  the  Institute  in  1994. 

Please  watch  The  Free  Will  Baptist, 
this  column,  and  other  publicity  that  comes 
to  your  Sunday  School  for  further  develop- 
ments. The  Board  welcome  your  prayers  as 
we  undertake  an  exciting  year. 

DECEMBER  ACTIVITIES 
1.  Drawing  Review 

Teaching  Purpose:  Review  informa- 
tion in  Bible  lessons. 


Procedure:  Prepare  several  questions 
which  can  be  answered  with  a  simple  draw- 
ing. Ask  the  questions  one  at  a  time  and  let 
the  children  draw  their  answers.  Some 
examples  are: 

1.  What  did  Mary  put  Baby  Jesus  in? 
(manger) 

2.  What  did  the  shepherds  take  care  of? 
(sheep) 

3.  What  did  the  shepherds  see  one 
night?  (angel) 

4.  What  did  the  shepherds  find  in  a 
manger?  (Baby  Jesus) 

Teaching  Suggestions:  The  children 
may  all  draw  at  their  seats  on  paper,  "Magic 
Slates,"  or  individual  chalkboards,  and  then 
hold  up  their  drawings  for  you  to  see.  Or, 
you  may  call 
on  volunteers 
to  come  to  a 
chalkboard  in 
front  of  the 
group  and 
draw  the  an- 
swer while 
the  other  chil- 
dren watch. 

2.  Going  to 
Bethlehem 

Teach- 
ing Purpose: 
Learning 
Bible  place 
names. 

Proce- 
dure: Have 
the  children 
form  a  circle. 
Choose  one 
child  to  be  "it" 
and  stand  in 
the  center. 
Ask  him  to 
toss  a  bean 
bag  to  one  of 
the  children  in 
the  circle. 
The  one  who 
catches  the 
bean  bag  then 
runs  around 
the  outside  of 
the  circle  and 
returns  to  his 


place.  While  he  is  running,  have  the  others 
chant: 

He  ( or  use  child 's  name)  is  going  down 
to  Bethlehem, 

To  Bethlehem,  to  Bethlehem. 

He  is  going  down  to  Bethlehem, 

To  Bethlehem  today. 

The  child  who  has  the  bean  bag  then 
becomes  "it"  and  the  game  continues. 

Teaching  Suggestion:  Use  this  with 
any  Bible  place  to  which  someone  traveled; 
examples,  Nineveh,  Jericho,  Promised 
Land,  Egypt.  This  game  may  also  be  used 
with  missionary  places  the  children  are 
learning  about. 

(These  activities  can  be  found  in  Bible  Learning  Games 
for  Preschoolers  by  Ruth  Beech ick;  Accent  Books,  B/P 
Publications,  Denver,  CO.) 


DECEMBER  BULLETIN  BOARD  IDEA 


DECEMBER 
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Why  chase  all  over  town  looking  for  gifts  that  are  just  a  tiny  but  different  ~~  yet  certain  to  please?  We 
have  what  you  are  looking  for  ~  and  at  a  price  that  is  wonderfully  affordable! 

This  year,  sit  back  and  let  us  handle  your  Christmas  shopping.  Make  a  list  of  those  individuals  you 
would  like  to  send  gift  subscriptions  to  The  Free  Will  Baptist;  include  their  addresses.  Then,  let  us  do  the 
work  for  you.  We  will  take  your  list,  send  gift  cards  acknowledging  your  gift,  and  start  the  subscriptions. 
For  the  next  twelve  months,  your  friends  will  receive  issues  of  The  Free  Will  Baptist  and  remember  your 
kindness. 

The  cost  of  subscriptions  is  as  follows:  one  year,  $9.01;  two  years,  $16.43;  four  years,  $31.80 
(including  sales  tax  for  North  Carolina  residents);  residents  of  other  states,  $8.50,  $15.50,  and  $30 
respectively  (plus  sales  tax  where  it  applies). 

Send  the  names  and  addresses  of  those  you  wish  to  send  gift  subscriptions  to  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Press  Foundation,  Gift  Subscriptions,  Box  159,  Ayden,  NC  28513. 
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THE  JONESES  DEPART 
FOR  THE  FIELD 

After  a  delay  caused  by  the  sickness  of  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Emily  Jones,  Harold  and  Sandra 
Jones  departed  for  the  Philippines  on  Monday 
morning,  November  29,  at  approximately  6:33 
a.m.  Please  be  much  in  prayer  for  them  as  they 
work  with  the  Philippine  people  during  the  next 
few  weeks.  They  will  return  to  the  States  on 
January  21,1994. 


Joy  To  The  World... 

Let  the  trumpets  blow  and  the  bells  ring  out  the  glad 
tidings.  A  new  year  born  in  peace  and  love  and  joy 
is  about  to  begin.  As  the  eternal  promise  of  hope  is 
renewed  for  all  creation  and  the  flame  of  faith 
grows,  let  us  turn  our  faces  to  the  future  with  re- 
newed confidence  in  each  other.  Let  Heaven  and 
earth  ring  with  the  gladness  of  newly  discovered  harmony  and  let  man  live  side  by  side  in  peace  and 
trust.  Wishing  you  and  yours  a  blessed  and  joyous  Christmas  from  each  and  every  one  of  us. 

The  Management  and  Staff  of  the 
free  WUC 'Baptist  'Press  foundation,  Inc. 
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